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�� Hamas’ election victory in 2006 resulted in the movement becoming 
an important player in Palestinian politics, internally, regionally and 
internationally. Hamas successfully positioned itself as an alternative to 
the politics of the Fatah party, and as a result, both parties compete not 
only for support within the Palestinian Territories themselves, but also 
regionally and internationally. 

�� The ensuing axes of partnerships that developed embedded the division 
between Hamas and Fatah within a regional struggle between an ‘axis of 
moderation’ and an ‘axis of rejection’. Therefore, events in neighboring 
countries, especially in Egypt, have had a noticeable impact on Palestinian 
politics and the position of the competing political fractions vis-á-vis the 
relative strengths of the axes.

�� Both Hamas and Fatah have rarely missed a chance to take advantage of 
the other’s relative weakness and have made little progress to overcome 
their differences. Thus, reconciliation appears a distant goal. At the same 
time, while regional powers have viewed Hamas and Fatah as players in a 
ZLGHU�UHJLRQDO�FRQÀLFW��,VUDHO�KDV�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�VWHS�EDFN�DQG�FRQVROLGDWH�
its advantageous position and control over the Palestinian territories.
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,QWURGXFWLRQ

The Palestinian situation has become more prone 
to external intervention since the political division 
RI�WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�*D]D�LQ�������$�ORRN�LQWR�WKH�
IXWXUH�RI� WKH� UHJLRQDO� UROHV�DQG� IRUHLJQ� LQÀXHQFH� LQ�
the coming period suggests that certain parties will 
be trying to work on bridging the gap between the 
Palestinian foes (Fatah and Hamas) to end the state 
of division among them and unify them, while other 
SDUWLHV��HVSHFLDOO\�,VUDHO��ZLOO�VHHN�WR�FRQVROLGDWH�WKLV�
situation and deepen it.

,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH��3DOHVWLQLDQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�LQ�WKH�
:HVW�%DQN�DQG�*D]D�KDYH�EHHQ�NHHQ�RQ� UHWDLQLQJ�
VXSSRUW� IURP� DOO� DFWRUV�� ERWK� RI¿FLDOO\� LQ� WKH� IRUP�
RI� ¿QDQFLDO� DQG�SROLWLFDO� VXSSRUW� DQG� LQ� WKH� IRUP�RI�
moral and media support. They have sought to take 
advantage of those parties’ understandings of the 
rules of the international game in order to maintain 
WKHLU� VXSSRUW� DQG� KDYH� WKHP� XWLOL]H� WKHLU� IRUHLJQ�
policies in their interests. They are feeling the winds 
of a ‘cold war’blowing around them between the two 
SROHV²WKH8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�5XVVLD²DQGWKHLU�DOOLHV�
in the Arab world.

:KLOH� VLJQL¿FDQW� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� VWUDWD� EHOLHYH� WKDW�
regional support has not exceeded the political 
dimension and ‘diplomatic marketing’, and excluding 
SXUH�¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH��WKHUH�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�VRPH�
tensions between the Palestinians and their regional 
allies in the past few years.Yet those tensions 
have revealed that these foreign powers, whether 
supportive of Hamas or Fatah, are not considering 
severing their relations with the Palestinians entirely.

The most important external players in the internal 
Palestinian arena can be described as:

�� ,VUDHO�� ZKLFK� FRQWUROV� VHYHUDO� MRLQWV� RI� WKH�
Palestinian life in its capacity as the occupier 
of vast areas of the Palestinian territories, and 
in light of its direct relationship with the internal 
SRODUL]DWLRQ�DPRQJ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�IDFWLRQV�WKURXJK�
the pressure it exerts on the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) not to sign the reconciliation agreement 
with Hamas.

�� Egypt: which is geographically adjacent to the 
*D]D�6WULS��DQG�ZKLFK�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV²ZKHWKHU�
Fatah or Hamas—consider as a ‘big sister’ to 
whom they turn to as they strive to end their 
political division. Egypt has been a major player 
in spite of the changes in the political leadership 
governing it during the past three years, whether 
the overthrowing of former President Mubarak 
in the wake of January 2011 revolution or the 
ousting of deposed President Mursi at the hands 
of the army in July 2013; and the changes 
LQ� WKH� VRXUFHV� DQG� IRUPV� RI� LQÀXHQFH� RQ� WKH�
Palestinians in both phases.

�� ,UDQ��,Q�VSLWH�RI�LWV�JHRJUDSKLF�UHPRWHQHVV�IURP�
3DOHVWLQH�� ,UDQ�KDV�PDLQWDLQHG� VWURQJ� UHODWLRQV�
with several Palestinian factions, the most 
VLJQL¿FDQW� RI� ZKLFK� DUH� WKH� ,VODPLF� -LKDG� DQG�
+DPDV�� DORQJVLGH� KXJH� ¿QDQFLDO� DQG� PLOLWDU\�
support to these two Palestinian movements, 
prior to the cooling down of their relations in 
WKH� ZDNH� RI� WKH� RXWEUHDN� RI� WKH� 6\ULDQ� FULVLV�
two years ago. Fatah, on the other hand, views 
WKH� ,UDQLDQ� UROH� DV� XQGHVLUHG� LQWHUYHQWLRQ� LQ�
Palestinian affairs.

�� Turkey: Acountry, which all Palestinians are 
strengthening ties with, without any of them 
being angered on the grounds that its role 
does not exceed political, and media support,or 
itsexplicit ‘non-position’ in favor of either side.

�� 7KH� *XOI� &RXQWULHV�� 0RVW� *XOI� FRXQWULHV� DUH�
VLGLQJ�ZLWK� WKH�3$��ZLWK� WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�4DWDU�
which accords Hamas special importance and 
provides it with clear political support in light of 
its hosting of the leadership of its politburo.

�� 7KH� /HEDQHVH� +H]EROODK�� ,WLV� DFWLYH� DQG�
LQÀXHQWLDO� LQ� WKH� LQWHUQDO� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� DUHQD�
through military support only, which it provides 
WR�+DPDV�DQG�WKH�,VODPLF�-LKDG�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�
QRWLFHDEOH�SROLWLFDO�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKHP�
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Transformation in the Map of the 
Palestinian Political Leadership

6LQFH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� 1DWLRQDO�
$XWKRULW\��WKH�LQWHUQDO�3DOHVWLQLDQ�UHDOLW\�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�
by the existence of two different visions for managing the 
FRQIURQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�,VUDHOL�RFFXSDWLRQ��7KHVH�YLVLRQV�
manifest the contradiction between the resistance 
track championed by Hamas and the negotiations led 
E\�)DWDK��&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SROLWLFDO�DUHQD�
has been witnessing successive crises:

�� 'H¿QLQJ� WKH� QDWLRQDO� DFWLRQ� WUDFN� LQFOXGLQJ� LWV�
constraints, priorities and political program. There 
is a state of tension and strain between an armed 
,VODPLVW� LGHRORJLFDO� WUDFN� WKDW� DVSLUHV� IRU� FKDQJH�
and imposing new formulas for managing the 
confrontation and a pragmatic nationalist track 
that has adapted to Arab realism and present 
capabilities.

�� /RVV� RI� FRQ¿GHQFH�� ZKLFK� KDV� GHHSHQHG� DV� D�
result of the political division and security chaos, 
+DPDV¶� FRQWURO� RI� WKH� *D]D� 6WULS�� DQG� WKH� 3$�
efforts in the West Bank. Hamas accuses the PA of 
pursuing it and attempting to uproot it in the West 
Bank, while the two sides are exchanging mutual 
media and security campaigns against each other.

�� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� SUHVVXUH� DQG� H[WHUQDO� FRQGLWLRQV��
SDUWLFXODUO\� WKH� 4XDUWHW� DQG� WKH� $PHULFDQ� DQG�
,VUDHOL� SRVLWLRQV�� ZKLFK� ZHUH� XVHG� DV� WR� VLOHQFH�
the dialogue process, even when they came in the 
IRUP�DV�JHQWOH� H[SUHVVLRQV�� ³&RPPLWPHQW� WR� WKH�
agreements signed by the Palestinian Liberation 
2UJDQL]DWLRQ� �3/2�´� DQG� ³IRUPLQJ� D� JRYHUQPHQW�
FDSDEOH� RI� OLIWLQJ� WKH� VLHJH´�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� DUH� DOO�
expressions that convey the same meaning one 
way or another.

As such, the contrast between the various parties’ 
understanding of the concept of political participation 
ZHUH� TXLFN� WR� DULVH�� :KLOH� WKH� )DWDK� 0RYHPHQW�
LV� FRQYLQFHG� WKDW� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LV� FRQ¿QHG� WR� WKH�
government and its ministers, and includes neither 
WKH� VHFXULW\� VHUYLFHV� QRU� WKH� 3/2�� +DPDV� YLHZV�
participation as a much larger framework which ends 
with taking the general political decision within the 
Palestinian national program through the leadership 
RI�WKH�3/2�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�OHDGLQJ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
national movement.

The situation became more complicated, thereby 
fueling the political dispute, the disagreements over 

authorities, the geographic separation between the 
:HVW� %DQN� DQG� WKH� *D]D� 6WULS� DQG� WKH� EDUULHUV� RI�
mistrust which we have outlined earlier, and making 
the possibilities of understanding and behaving with an 
LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VSLULW�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�

Whoever follows Palestinian affairs can notice that 
Palestinian institutions are weak to a great extent and 
havenot been able to take decisions properly, therefore 
compounding the crisis of the PA. This weakness 
LV� DWWULEXWHG� WR� WKH� DEVHQFH� RI� D� XQL¿HG� KRPHODQG�
for the Palestinians and dispersal of the geographic 
ERUGHUV� DFURVV� WKH�:HVW� %DQN� DQG�*D]D�� VHSDUDWHG�
E\� ,VUDHO�� KHQFH� OHDYLQJ� WKH� KRPHODQG� SURQH� WR�
external pressures and the multiplicity of factions and 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�VPDOO�RQHV��ZKLFK�ZRUNHG�RQ�
fragmenting the political decision. Those factions and 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZDVWHG�HQHUJLHV�RQ�LQWHUQDO�VLGH�EDWWOHV�
DQG�PDGH�LW�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DJUHH�RQ�D�XQL¿HG�SROLWLFDO�
program. Furthermore, the PA bore huge economic 
and administrative burdens, which should not have 
been shouldered by a liberation movement. As the 
SHDFH�SURFHVV�VWXPEOHG��WKH�VHFRQG�,QWLIDGD�EURNH�RXW�
LQ� WKH�\HDU������DQG�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI� WKH�2VOR�$FFRUGV�
was handicapped:thus the PA entered a new era.

5DPL¿FDWLRQV�RI�WKH�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�
(OHFWLRQV�RI������DQG�,QFUHDVHG�
5HJLRQDO�,QWHUYHQWLRQ

The results of the 2006 parliamentaryelections, which 
were won by Hamas, were not only a surprise for many 
local and regional political elites who did not hide their 
dismay at its ascension to leadership in a democratic 
way, but the result also triggered offan important 
strategic shift in the way the regional actors dealt 
with the Palestinian case. The results of the elections 
convinced many that the difference between Fatah 
and Hamas had little to do withpolitical programs, 
but was rather a struggle for power, and from Fatah’s 
perspective, Hamas’ success was little more than a 
‘coup’ against the previous political system.

Although large strata hoped that Hamas’ participation 
in power would constitute an important step toward 
HVWDEOLVKLQJ� D� GHPRFUDWLF� V\VWHP�� WKH� LQ¿JKWLQJ� KDG�
QHJDWLYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RQ� WKH� UHIRUP�SURFHVV� LQ� WKH�
Palestinian political arena, which had only just started.
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Hamas was considered an opposition party to Fatah, 
ZKLFK� KDG� VWDUWHG� WR� VHL]H� SRZHU� HYHU� VLQFH� WKH�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�3$��IURP�WKH�¿UVW�HOHFWLRQV�LQ������
up until the second elections in 2006, when it won the 
elections and shifted from an opposition group to the 
leading party. Hamas won the majority of Legislative 
&RXQFLO�VHDWV�DQG�IRUPHG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�E\�LWVHOI��EXW�
WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�GLG�QRW�ODVW�IRU�ORQJ��DIWHU�LW�VHL]HG�FRQWURO�
RI� WKH� *D]D� 6WULS� LQ� ������ WKH� 3UHVLGHQW� RI� WKH� 3$�
declared a state of emergency and Hamas’ executive 
forces were outlawed and banned and their members 
were pursued and punished.

These successive developments led to existence of two 
separate governments, thereby deepening the division 
within the Palestinian arena. Executive, legislative and 
MXGLFLDU\� DXWKRULWLHV� LQ� WKH� *D]D� 6WULS� DUH� RSHUDWLQJ�
in complete isolation from their counterparts in the 
:HVW�%DQN��7KH�QHZ�UHDOLW\�ZDV�UHÀHFWHG�DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�
opposition’s positions: Hamas became the leading 
SROLWLFDO�HOLWH�LQ�WKH�*D]D�VWULS�ZKLOH�)DWDK�EHFRPH�WKH�
opposition, and Fatah became the leading political elite 
in the West Bank which controlled its affairs, therefore 
taking back the political authority after almost one 
year, while Hamas and its political elite returned to the 
position of the opposition.

The division between the two largest forces in the 
Palestinian arena created an important pretext for 
UHJLRQDO� SRZHUV� WR� H[HUW� H[WHUQDO� LQÀXHQFH�� 7KH�
main point of contention between the two parties is 
undoubtedly their disagreement over their political 
SODWIRUPV� DQG� WKH� GLI¿FXOW\� RI� UHFRQFLOLQJ� WKHLU� WZR�
µ,VODPLF¶�DQG�µVHFXODU¶�SODWIRUPV�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�

,Q� VSLWH� RI� WKH� ORXG� FULHV� IURP� WKH� PDMRULW\� RI� WKH�
Palestinian society for achieving the desired unity, the 
LQÀXHQWLDO�HOLWHV�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�H[SUHVVHG�GRXEWV�DERXW�
the possibility of achieving it,with each side blaming 
the other for disrespecting the signed agreements, 
SULRULWL]LQJ�SDUW\�LQWHUHVWV�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�
interest, unwillingness to concede power, disbelief 
LQ� SDUWQHUVKLS� DQG� QHJDWLYH� SDUWLVDQ� PRELOL]DWLRQ��
Therefore, freedoms continued to be violated and the 
division persisted.

,QÀXHQFH�RI�&LYLO�6RFLHW\�
2UJDQL]DWLRQV

Both Palestinian sides - Fatah and Hamas - work 
ZLWKVRFLDO� FKDULWDEOHRUJDQL]DWLRQV� DQG� LQVWLWXWLRQV� LQ�
OLQH�ZLWK�WKHLU�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�WKH�PDVVHV��,Q�
doing so, they take advantage of the material support 
provided by Arab and western regional and international 
VRXUFHV��ERWK�RI¿FLDO�DQG�XQRI¿FLDO��WR�EXLOG�D�FRPSOH[�
and diverse network of service societies in various 
sectors such as health, education, agriculture, women 
and youth.

This institutional infrastructure has provided both 
VLGHV�ZLWK�KLJKO\�RUJDQL]HG�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�DOWHUQDWLYHV��
These institutions have distinguished themselves with 
WKH� TXDOLW\� RI� VHUYLFHV� SURYLGHG� DQG� WKHLU� ORZ� FRVW��
the gentle demeanor of their cadres and their good 
WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�VHFWRUV�EHQH¿WLQJ�IURP�WKHLU�DVVLVWDQFH��
The political factions consider those institutions a 
central means of penetrating and expanding within the 
Palestinian society through establishing schools and 
kindergartens, libraries, blood banks and health clinics, 
vocational training centers for women and sports clubs 
for youth. The factions have raised funds and set up 
charities to help the needy and expand the activities of 
WKHLU�DI¿OLDWHG�FKDULW\�LQVWLWXWLRQV�

&KDULW\� LQVWLWXWLRQV� IRUPHG�RQH�RI� WKH�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW�
causes of the wide popularity enjoyed by some political 
movements among the Palestinians, especially 
+DPDV�� ,QVWLWXWLRQV� DI¿OLDWHG� ZLWK� +DPDV� HQDEOHG� LW�
to enjoy popular support in light of its adoption of the 
masses’ problems and concerns which were ignored 
by the PA and its longstanding efforts to solve them 
through the charities, economic institutions, clinics 
and hospitals, sports clubs, orphanages and houses 
IRU� WKH� HOGHUO\�� 4XUDQ� PHPRUL]DWLRQ� VRFLHWLHV�� =DNDW�
committees, kindergartens, schools and universities 
DI¿OLDWHG�ZLWK� LW��$OO�RI� WKHVH�FRPPXQLW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
GHSHQGHG� WR� D� JUHDW� H[WHQW� RQ� VRXUFHV� RI� ¿QDQFLDO�
support from regional powers which supported either 
the Hamas Movement, which received the largest 
share due to its good reputation and clean hands, or 
the Fatah Movement, which was unable to receive 
VLPLODU�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�LWV�SROLWLFDO�
foe due to deliberate and exaggerated distortion and 
accusations of corruption.

The period of the internal Palestinian division between 
Fatah and Hamas represented a window of opportunity 
for those institutions as both sides sought to take 
advantage of their existence, especially on the internal 
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RUJDQL]DWLRQDO� OHYHO�� 7KRVH� LQVWLWXWLRQV� JDYH� ERWK�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV� LQ� WKH�:HVW� %DQN� DQG� WKH� *D]D� 6WULS��
Fatah and Hamas, a golden opportunity in various 
¿HOGV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�IRUPHU�GRHV�
QRW� KDYH� D� IXOO\�ÀHGJHG� RUJDQL]DWLRQDO� VWUXFWXUH� LQ�
*D]D��ZKLOH�WKH�3$�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�ODWWHU�D�VHPL�EDQQHG�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN�

Hence, both sides are trying to take advantage of this 
XQLTXH� EHQHYROHQW� ZRUN�� ZKLFK� GHSHQGV� WR� D� JUHDW�
H[WHQW� RQ� UHJLRQDO� ¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW��ZKHWKHU�$UDE�RU�
,VODPLF� RU� IRUHLJQ�� LQ� RUGHU� WR� PDNH� XS� IRU� WKH� ODFN�
ofpolitical work. However, this subjects them to pursuit 
and occasional closure by the two governance systems 
LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�*D]D�

,QWHUHVWV�RI�)RUHLJQ�3DUWLHV�DQG�
their Allies
The Palestinian elections were held in 2006 in an 
extremely sensitive international and regional climate 
and an atmosphere of tension, threats and interventions 
in the internal affairs of many Arab countries. The election 
process proceeded transparently, democratically 
and with integrity, and achieved a positive leap in 
WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� UHDOLW\� WRZDUGV� WKH� ¿UVW� VWHSV� RI� UHDO�
GHPRFUDF\�� ,W�HQDEOHG�FLWL]HQV� LQ� WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�
WKH� *D]D� 6WULS� WR� FKRRVH� IUHHO\� WKH� IRUFHV�� IDFWLRQV��
parties and personalities, which they felt were capable 
of expressing their political needs and addressing their 
daily concerns.

The elections accomplished a democratic process, which 
was not isolated or remote from its Arab environment, 
DQG�UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VXUURXQGLQJV��6LJQL¿FDQW�
strata of the Palestinian people confronted the American 
and European dictations and conditions, which aimed 
at barring Hamas from practicing its democratic right 
within the framework of the Palestinian political life.

The elections were held under tense regional 
circumstances charged with contradictions and 
interactions caused by the crises experienced by the 
countries of the region and the regional alliances and 
DOLJQPHQWV�� ,QWHUIHULQJLQ� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� DIIDLUV� ZDV�
MXVWL¿HG�XQGHU�WKH�UXEULF�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�
DQG�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�WKH�3DOHVWLQH�4XHVWLRQ�LV�WKH�$UDEV¶�
central issue and is an Arab affair as much as it is a 
Palestinian one. As such, the Palestinian positions 

kept moving one way or another, affected by the Arab 
SROLWLFDO�WUHQGV�DQG�WKHLU�UDPL¿FDWLRQV�RQ�WKHP�

,Q� DOO� FDVHV�� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� UHODWLRQV� DUH� QRW� LVRODWHG�
from their regional context. They may strengthen 
their regional alliances and relations or weaken them, 
depending on circumstances, because regional 
interactions with the Palestinian reality are existent, 
continuous,abundant and inseparable. Each affects 
the other and in turnbecomes affected by it.

,W� LV� SRVVLEOH� WR�GLVFXVV� IRUHLJQ�SDUWLHV¶� LQWHUHVWV�DQG�
alliances in more detail by shedding light on what may 
EH�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�µVXSSRUW�QHWZRUNµ�DQG�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�
assistance provided to the Palestinians.

7KH� *D]D� 6WULS� KDV� ZLWQHVVHG� VLQFH� WKH� LPSRVLWLRQ�
RI� WKH� ,VUDHOL� VLHJH� LQ� ����� VLJQL¿FDQW� UHJLRQDO� DQG�
international activity aimed at providing assistance 
WR� LWV� FLWL]HQV�� &HUWDLQ� FRXQWULHV� DQG� SROLWLFDO� IRUFHV�
EHFDPH� VLJQL¿FDQWO\� SUHVHQW�� VXFK� DV� 7XUNH\�� 4DWDU�
and Malaysia, as well as a large number of regional, 
$UDE� DQG� ,VODPLF� RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� WKDW� KDYH� QRW� EHHQ�
SUHVHQW� RU� GLG� QRW� KDYH� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� SUHVHQFH� SULRU�
to the siege and Hamas’ imposition of control over 
WKH� 6WULS�� 7KLV� PD\� VXJJHVW� WKDW� WKH� VXSSRUW� DQG�
assistance provided since then are part of the ‚political 
money‘ which parallels western and American support 
provided to the PA in the West Bank.

5HJLRQDO�VXSSRUW� LQFUHDVHG� LQ� WKH�ZDNH�RI� WKH� ,VUDHOL�
ZDU�RQ�+DPDV� LQ�*D]D�EHWZHHQ�'HFHPEHU����������
DQG�-DQXDU\�����������$W�DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRQIHUHQFH�
IRU� WKH� UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� *D]D� KHOG� DW� 6KDUP� (O�
6KHLNK�UHVRUW�ZLWK�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI����FRXQWULHV�DQG�
��� UHJLRQDO� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� ¿QDQFLDO�
institutions, pledges were made to provide $4.6 billion to 
UHFRQVWUXFW�WKH�*D]D�6WULS�DIWHU�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�FDXVHG�
by the war, provided those funds did not end up in the 
µZURQJ�KDQGVµ� DV� H[SUHVVHG�E\� IRUPHU�86�6HFUHWDU\�
RI� 6WDWH� +LOODU\� &OLQWRQ�� 7KRVH� SOHGJHV�� KRZHYHU��
remained ink on paper, and none of themreached the 
*D]D�6WULS�

+RZHYHU��RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�SOHGJHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�*D]D�
6WULS�GLUHFWO\��DQG�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�ZLWKWKH�SULRU�DSSURYDO�
RIWKH�3$��$Q�LQLWLDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�DLG�FOHDUO\�
shows that it served the purpose of expressing political 
VXSSRUW� IRU�+DPDV�DQG� LWV� JRYHUQPHQW� LQ�*D]D��7KH�
IROORZLQJ�DFWRUV�JDYH�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�

�� 4DWDU�� ZKLFK� LPSOHPHQWHG� VHYHUDO� SURMHFWV� LQ�
cooperation with UNRWA, provided the Ministry 
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RI� +HDOWK� ZLWK� DPEXODQFHV�� PHGLFDO� HTXLSPHQW�
and emergency supplies, launched an emergency 
intervention program to relieve the agricultural, 
economic and emergency housing sectors, 
renovated and repaired damages in schools and 
health facilities, and provided service facilities with 
QHHGHG�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�VXSSOLHV�

�� Malaysia contributed several benevolent projects 
LQ� WKH� *D]D� 6WULS�� ZKLFK� EHQH¿WHG� GR]HQV� RI�
thousands of needy Palestinian families residing 
LQ�PDUJLQDOL]HG�DQG�ERUGHU�DUHDV�

�� 7XUNH\�LQDXJXUDWHG�D�UHOLHI�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�*D]D�WR�
SURYLGH�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�UHVLGHQWV�RI�WKH�6WULS��2WKHU�
7XUNLVK� UHOLHI�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV� µ<DUGHP�(OLµ��
WKH�7XUNLVK�5HG�&UHVFHQW�DQG� WKH�7XUNLVK�5HOLHI�
6RFLHW\�KDYH�EHFRPH�DFWLYH� LQ� WKH�*D]D�6WULS� LQ�
order to provide additional relief assistance as well 
as development projects for its besieged residents.

�� ,VODPLF�� $UDE� DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
especially from the Gulf, European Muslims, the 
,QWHUQDWLRQDO� )HGHUDWLRQ� RI� 0XVOLP� 6FKRODUV��
LQGLYLGXDOV� IURP� 4DWDU�� .XZDLW�� WKH� 8QLWHG� $UDE�
(PLUDWHV��6DXGL�$UDELD��%DKUDLQ�DQG�2PDQ��DQG�
Muslims from France and Britain use intermediaries 
LQ�WKH�*D]D�6WULS�WR�GLVWULEXWH�FDVK�DVVLVWDQFH�IURP�
FKDULW\�DQG�=DNDW�PRQLHV�WR�QHHG\�IDPLOLHV�

�� 7KH� JHQHURXV� ¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW� SURYLGHG� E\� ,UDQ�
to the Hamas government throughout the past 
period represented its main source of support that 
enabled it to shoulder the burdens of governance 
DQG� LWV�H[SHQGLWXUHV�DQG�VDODULHV�� ,Q�VSLWH�RI� WKH�
XQDYDLODELOLW\� RI� DFFXUDWH� ¿JXUHV� DERXW� WKH� VL]H�
of this support, it is obvious that Hamas would 
QRW� KDYH� EHHQ� DEOH� WR� ZLWKVWDQG� WKH� ,VUDHOL� DQG�
international siege without it.

1RQHWKHOHVV��FORVHU�LQVSHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�QDWXUH��VL]H�DQG�
IRUPV� RI� WKH� UHJLRQDO� VXSSRUW� SURYLGHG� WR� WKH� *D]D�
6WULS� IURP� ����� WR� ����� H[SRVHV� WKH� IROORZLQJ� IRXU�
FRUUHODWLRQV��8QGRXEWHGO\�� ¿QDQFLDO� DQG� KXPDQLWDULDQ�
VXSSRUW��HVSHFLDOO\�IURP�7XUNH\��4DWDU�DQG�,UDQ��JDYH�
those countries that did so a chance to become major 
players in the Middle East. As such, those countries’ 
DFWLRQV� DJDLQVW� WKH� ,VUDHOL� VLHJH� RQ� *D]D� DQG� WKHLU�
aggressive positions against it were not momentary, 
reactionary or emotional, but were the result of a 
rational evolution which expressed their new policy 
WRZDUG� WKH� UHJLRQ�� 7KH\� VDZ� WKH� VLHJH� RQ� *D]D� DV�
unjust, illegitimate, illegal and immoral, so there was no 
SUREOHP�LQ�ÃXWLOL]LQJµ�LW�SROLWLFDOO\�6HYHUDO�$UDE�FRXQWULHV�
DQG� RI¿FLDO� UHJLPHV� GLG� QRW� IXO¿OO� WKHLU� GXW\� DQG� GLG�
QRW�SOD\� WKH� UROH� UHTXLUHG�RI� WKHP� WR� OLIW� WKH�VLHJH�RQ�
*D]D� SHUPDQHQWO\�� ZKLOH� WKH� SRSXODU� SRVLWLRQ� ZDV�

PRUH�DFWLYH�EHFDXVH�LW� OHG�WR�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�VSHFLDOL]HG�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV� DQG� RSHUDWLQJ� UHJXODU� FRQYR\V� ZKLFK�
ZHUH�ODWHU�FDOOHG�OLIHOLQHV�RU�IUHHGRP�ÀHHWV�IRU�EUHDNLQJ�
WKH� VLHJH� RQ� *D]D�7KH� 7XUNLVK�� 4DWDUL� DQG� ,UDQLDQ�
SRVLWLRQV� UHÀHFW� D� QHZ�VWDQFH�RQ� OLIWLQJ� WKH� VLHJH�RQ�
*D]D��ZKHWKHU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�VHDUFK�IRU�
a new regional or international role or out of genuine 
solidarity with the Palestinian people. Although those 
FRXQWULHV�GLG�QRW�DVN�+DPDV�WR�DGRSW�VSHFL¿F�SROLWLFDO�
stances, that did not prevent from sending periphrastic 
messages in line with those countries’ adopted 
policies.There was symmetry between the positions 
RI� WKH� WKUHH� JRYHUQPHQWV� �� WKH� 7XUNLVK�� WKH� 4DWDUL�
DQG� WKH� ,UDQLDQ� �� DQG� WKRVH� RI� WKHLU� SHRSOHV� WRZDUG�
WKH�3DOHVWLQH�4XHVWLRQ�DQG� WKH�VLHJH�RQ�*D]D��7KHLU�
leaders declared on more than one occasion that they 
VXSSRUWHG� WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SHRSOH� LQ�*D]DDQG�WKH\�DOO�
have stated that Hamas ascended to power through 
elections; therefore they were supporting a legitimate 
government.

7KH�5HJLRQDO�$[LV�6XSSRUWLQJ�WKH�
Hamas Movement

The Relationship with Turkey

Turkish President 5HFHS7D\\LS� (UGR÷DQgained 
massive popularity in Palestine. Any person strolling 
WKURXJK�WKH�VWUHHWV�RI�*D]D�ZRXOG�QRW�PLVV�QXPHURXV�
images of him, and the many shops named after him. 
)XUWKHUPRUH��ELUWK�UHJLVWUDUV�DW�KRVSLWDOV� LQ�*D]D�WKDW�
noted many new born babies being named after the 
Turkish President, out of love for him and respect 
IRU� KLV� UROH�� ZKLFK� DOORZHG� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQV� LQ� *D]D�
to abandon their hopelessness vis-à-vis the desired 
support from their Arab brethren.

,W�VHHPV�WKDW�7XUNH\�KDV�EHHQ�NHHQ�RQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
national unity and what may be referred to as 
µUDWLRQDOL]LQJµ� +DPDV� E\� SUHVHQWLQJ� DOWHUQDWLYHV� DQG�
setting the ground for it to make the best choice; one 
that entails abandoning other positionsit has exploited 
WKDWGR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�VHUYH�WKH�3DOHVWLQH�4XHVWLRQ�

This explains why the Palestinians, both their armed 
wing and their negotiating wing, or Hamas and 
Fatah, maintainbalanced relations with Ankara. The 
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PA believes that deep relations with Turkey give it a 
degreeof regional respectability, one that has receded 
after the demise of its main ally President Mubarak and 
ascension of President Mursi to power in Egypt, and 
LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�7XUNH\�LV�RI¿FLDOO\�FRPPLWWHG�WR�
the peace process and constantly calls for negotiations 
EHWZHHQ� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQV� DQG� ,VUDHOLV�� ZKLFK� LV�
considered clear support for Fatah’s position.

Hamas, on the other hand, considers Turkey and 
3UHVLGHQW� (UGR÷DQ� LWV� FORVHVW� SDUWQHU� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ��
which has been suffering from shocks whose outcomes 
are unpredictable. Nothing proves this more than the 
7XUNLVK�FLWLHV¶�DEVRUSWLRQ�RI�GR]HQV�RI�+DPDV�FDGUHV�
DQG�PHPEHUV�ZKR�ÀHG�6\ULDQ�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�LWV�FULVLV��
let alone the continuous receptions of the movement’s 
OHDGHUV�E\�SROLWLFDO�¿JXUHV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�LQÀXHQWLDO�
within Turkish decision-making circles.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� WKH�+DPDV�0RYHPHQW�YLHZV�7XUNH\�DV�D�
bridge to the European continent and the international 
community, and considers it the most important country 
which can play the role of mediator with the European 
FRXQWULHV�LQ�LWV�FDSDFLW\�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�1$72��+DPDV�
is in desperate need for such mediation due to the 
(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��(8�¶V�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�RI�LW�DV�D�WHUURULVW�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ� VLQFH� ������ ZKLFK� KDV� KDQGLFDSSHG� LWV�
efforts to explain its political position to those countries. 
,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV�� +DPDV� KRSHV� WKDW� 7XUNH\� ZLOO� EH� D�
mediator that would introduce it to the Europeans and 
contribute to bridging viewpoints, and that would even 
try with its European friends to remove it from the list of 
WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

Turkey is aware of the role it is playing on behalf of 
Hamas and has accepted to play it because it gains 
IURP� LW� E\� GHHSHQLQJ� LWV� LQÀXHQFH� LQ� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ�
DUHQD��2Q� WKH�RQH�KDQG��7XUNH\�FDQ�SOD\� WKH� UROH�RI�
PHGLDWRU� LQ� UHVROYLQJ� WKH� FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� WKH� )DWDK�
and Hamas movements and can succeed where others 
KDYH�IDLOHG��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��7XUNH\�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
¶UDWLRQDOL]LQJ¶�+DPDV��DQG�LQ�GRLQJ�VR��LW�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�
LQ� WKH� IXWXUH� E\� SOD\LQJ� D� SURPLQHQW� UROH� LQ� ¿QGLQJ� D�
formula for peace in the Middle East and contributing to 
UHVROYLQJ�WRGD\¶V�PRVW�SURWUDFWHG�FRQÀLFW�

7KH�&RDOLWLRQ�ZLWK�,UDQ

The Palestinian ’rapprochement’ with Turkey coincided 
ZLWK� µGLYHUJHQFH¶� IURP� ,UDQ� DQG� 6\ULD� �ZKLFK� ZHUH�
considered until recently the Hamas closest allies - due 
WR�LWV�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�6\ULDQ�UHYROXWLRQ��7KH�UHYROXWLRQ��
which broke out more than two and a half years ago 
and has left tens of thousands of dead, prompted 
Hamas to alienate itself from the regime and align with 
WKH� 6\ULDQ� SHRSOH�� 7KLV� SRVLWLRQ� JHQHUDWHG� IHDUV� LQ�
Tehran and Damascus that ’the Palestinian card’ may 
be pulled from their regional calculations. Those fears 
ZHUH�LQGHHG�PDWHULDOL]HG��DOWKRXJK�,UDQ�DQG�6\ULD�ZLOO�
NHHS�¿JKWLQJ�XQWLO�WKH�ODVW�EUHDWK�WR�NHHS�+DPDV�ZLWKLQ�
WKHLU�UHDOPV�RI�LQÀXHQFH�

When the Palestinians express their preference 
EHWZHHQ�$QNDUD�DQG�7HKUDQ��LW�LV�IRXQG�WKDW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
strata, from the resistance and the negotiation streams 
alike, are ‘inclined‘ toward the former’s adoption of their 
cause more than the latter’s support. Although they 
welcome everyone, Ankara is different from all others 
in many ways, the most important of which are:

�� ,W� LV� D¶6XQQL¶�0XVOLP� FRXQWU\� WKDW� GRHV� QRW� KDYH�
ideological stances, which it seeks to impose on 
RWKHUV��FRQWUDU\�WR�,UDQ�

�� ,UDQ¶V� WHQVH� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� WKH� UHJLRQ� DQG� WKH�
international community portray the Palestine 
4XHVWLRQ�DV�D�FDUG�WRµEODFNPDLO¶�LWV�IRHV�DQG�D�ZD\�
IRU� ,UDQ� WR� H[SRUW� LWV� LQWHUQDO� FULVLV� DEURDG��6XFK�
perception is absent on the Turkish side, and 
saves the Palestinians the trouble of paying ’bills’ 
they cannot pay.

Nonetheless, in less than two years, Hamas 
‘repositioned’ itself within the existing network of 
regional alliances. While it was considered for more than 
a decade a member of the ‘rejectionaxis’ in the region, 
ZKLFK� LV� OHG� E\� ,UDQ� DQG� LQFOXGHV� LQ� LWV� PHPEHUVKLS�
ERWK�6\ULD�DQG�+H]EROODK��+DPDV�IRXQG�LWVHOI�PRYLQJ�
gradually to another axis that does not have a name, 
which encompasses Egypt’s Mursi (before his ousting) 
DV�ZHOO�DV�4DWDU�DQG�7XUNH\��7KLV�D[LV�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�
the ‘moderation axis’, which existed prior to the Arab 
revolutions and which was headed by Egypt’s Mubarak 
EHIRUH�KLV�RXVWLQJ�DQG� LQFOXGHG�-RUGDQ��6DXGL�$UDELD�
and the United Arab Emirates. That ‘moderation axis’ 
is beginning to reemerge in the region these days in 
the wake of the changes in Egypt after June 2013. The 
SURVSHFWV�RI�UDSSURFKHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�+DPDV�DQG�,UDQ�
are increasing once again as a result of the isolation of 
*D]D�GXH�WR�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�PHDVXUHV�RQ�WKH�ERUGHUV�DQG�
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closure of the tunnels. The efforts made by both sides 
indicate that their loss of each other was not complete 
and permanent although their relations were strained 
in the short term.

Hence, the warming of the relations between Hamas 
DQG�,UDQ�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKHLU�UHODWLRQV�ZLOO�
be normal. They may be ‘friendly’countries but they will 
not become ‘allies’. Things may go further, depending 
on two developments: the outcome of the civil war in 
6\ULD�DQG�D�SRVVLEOH�LQFUHDVLQJ�,UDQLDQ�UROH�LQ�VWRSSLQJ�
it, and the Hamas-Arab rapprochement, especially 
+DPDV¶� UDSSURFKHPHQW� ZLWK� WKH� *XOI� FRXQWULHV�� ,UDQ�
has not lost hope in restoring its relations with Hamas 
despite the present severance of relations because it is 
interested in such relations and considers losing them 
a huge loss that cannot be compensated by any other 
gain.

7KH� FHQWUDO� TXHVWLRQ� SRVLQJ� LWVHOI� LQ� WKLV� FRQWH[W�
FRQFHUQV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�,UDQ¶V�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI�LQWHUYHQLQJ�DQG�LQÀXHQFLQJ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�VLWXDWLRQ��
and the means of such possible intervention, especially 
ZLWK�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKHLU�FRPPRQ�,VUDHOL�HQHP\�ZKLFK�
may render the proverb “my enemy’s enemy is my 
IULHQG´�WUXH��,UDQ¶V�SULRULW\�DW�WKH�WLPH�EHLQJ�LV�FUHDWLQJ�
DOOLHV�QHLJKERULQJ�,VUDHO��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�ZDJH�ZDU�RQ�LWV�
behalf.

+HUH��WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�+H]EROODK¶V�DEVROXWH�
OR\DOW\� WR� ,UDQ�VXUIDFHV�� ,UDQ�PD\�WU\� WR�XWLOL]H�+DPDV�
DQG�WKH�,VODPLF�-LKDG�PRYHPHQWV�IRU�WKH�VDPH�SXUSRVH��
The latter is methodically and ideologically closer to 
,UDQ�� WKHUHIRUH� 7HKUDQ� KRSHV� WKDW� WKH� ,VODPLF� -LKDG�
EHFRPHV�WKH�VWURQJHU�SDUW\�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�HTXDWLRQ�
EHFDXVH�WKDW�ZRXOG�HQDEOH�LW�WR�UHDOL]H�LPSRUWDQW�JDLQV�
and accomplishments on the ground.

+DPDV�LV�DZDUH�RI�WKH�,UDQLDQ�YLVLRQ�DQG�LWV�DPELWLRQV�
RIXWLOL]LQJ� WKH�PRYHPHQW� IRU� LWV� RZQ� SXUSRVHV�� EXW� LW�
YLHZV� WKH� DOOLDQFH� ZLWK� ,UDQWR� EH� EDVHG� RQ� FRPPRQ�
EHQH¿WV�� DQG� LV� ZDU\� RIEHFRPLQJ� XQGHU� 7HKUDQµV�
FRQWURO��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�SURYHQ�E\�WKH�UHFHQW�ÀXFWXDWLRQ�
of their relations and Hamas’ movementtowards the 
D[LV�FKDPSLRQHG�E\�7XUNH\��4DWDU�DQG�(J\SW��SULRU�WR�
Mursi’s ousting).

The recent developments, represented by Mursi’s 
ousting in July 2013, have made Hamas think about 
UHVWRULQJ� LWV� DOOLDQFH� ZLWK� ,UDQ� EHFDXVH� LWV� XOWLPDWH�
interest dictates devising tactical steps in order not to 
lose its strength on the ground.

&RRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�4DWDU

+DPDV¶� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� 4DWDU� GDWH� EDFN� WR� WKH� \HDUV�
IROORZLQJ�LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�VLHJH�RQ�*D]D�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�
of its victory in the 2006 elections. That period was 
FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�WKH�DEVWHQWLRQ�RI�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�IURP�
providing assistance to the Palestinians. Relations 
UHFHLYHG� D� KHDY\� GRVH� ZKHQ� WKH� 'RKD� 6XPPLW� ZDV�
KHOG� GXULQJ� WKH� ,VUDHOL� ZDU� RQ� *D]D� LQ� �����������
+DPDV� OHDGHU� .KDOHG0LVK¶DO� ZDV� LQYLWHG� WR� WKDW�
VXPPLW��DQG�VDW� IRU� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH�DORQJVLGH�$UDE�DQG�
UHJLRQDO� OHDGHUV��4DWDU�GHFODUHG�DW� WKH�'RKD�6XPPLW�
WKDW� LW� ZRXOG� DOORFDWH� ����� PLOOLRQ� IRU� UHSDLULQJ� WKH�
GDPDJHV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�,VUDHOL�ZDU��DOWKRXJK�+DPDV�
considered the results of that summit “incomplete and 
LQHIIHFWLYH´�

4DWDU¶V�VXSSRUW�DFFRUGHG�LW�WKH�UROH�RI�D�PDMRU�SOD\HU�
LQ�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SROLWLFV�� ,WV�YLVLRQ�RI� WKH�*D]D�VLHJH�DV�
unjust and unfounded on any legal or moral legitimacy 
SURPSWHG�,VPDLO�+DQLHK��3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�RI�WKH�+DPDV�
Government, and many of his ministers to express 
JUDWLWXGH� WR� 4DWDU� IRU� LWV� XQZDYHULQJ�� XQFRQGLWLRQDO��
and continuous support to the Palestinian people, 
DQG� UHQGHUHG� 4DWDU� WKH� PDMRU� SROLWLFDO� DQG� PDWHULDO�
VXSSRUWHU�RI�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DQG�FKDULW\�SURMHFWV�LQ�*D]D�

4DWDU¶V� VXSSRUW� IRU� +DPDV� ZDV� QRW� OLPLWHG� WR� WKH�
¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW� SURYLGHG� LQ� WKH� IRUP� RI� GRQDWLRQV��
grants and projects(rather than cash assistance). 
+DPDV�KRSHG�WR�FRPSHQVDWH�WKH�,UDQLDQ�VXSSRUW��ZKLFK�
had stopped by making an unprecedented declaration 
WKDW�LW�ZDV�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�D�VXIIRFDWLQJ�¿QDQFLDO�FULVLV�
7KH� LPSRUWDQFH� 4DWDU� DWWULEXWHG� WR� +DPDV� EHFDPH�
clear in the strong relationship the two sides developed. 
7KLV�SURPSWHG�WKH�YLVLW�RI�WKH�(PLU�RI�4DWDU�WR�*D]D�LQ�
2FWREHU�������DQG�KLV�FDOO�DW�WKH�$UDE�6XPPLW�LQ�0DUFK�
2013 for a mini summit to address the reconciliation 
between Fatah and Hamas.

+DPDV� UHDOL]HV� WKDW� 4DWDU¶V� VXSSRUW� LV� QRW� IRU�
IUHH� DQG� LV� QRW� VRQDwYH� DV� WR� YLHZ� 4DWDU� DV� ZKROO\�
DOWUXLVWLF� SDUWQHU�� +DPDV� YLHZV� 4DWDU� DV� D� FRXQWU\�
WKDW� DGRSWV� D� XQLTXH��PRUH� EDODQFHG�SROLF\� WKDQ� WKH�
RWKHU�*XOI�FRXQWULHV��ZKLFK�HVSRXVH�D�XQL¿HG�SDWWHUQ�
RI� FRQVHUYDWLYH� UHODWLRQV� DQG� SROLFLHV�� ,Q� VSLWH� RI� LWV�
positive openness to Hamas, it is not possible to say 
WKDW� 4DWDU� SURYLGHV� +DPDV� ZLWK� WKH� VXSSRUW� QHHGHG�
for its armed resistance. Hence, it is obvious that the 
VXSSRUW�SURYLGHG�E\�4DWDU� UHSUHVHQWV�VXSSRUW� IRU� WKH�
+DPDV�JRYHUQPHQW� LQ�*D]D�EXW� QRW� IRU�+DPDV�DV�D�
political movement. As such, we notice that the image 
LV�LQYHUWHG�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�,UDQLDQ�VXSSRUW��WKH�
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VXSSRUW�WKDW�XVHG�WR�EH�SURYLGHG�E\�,UDQ�ZDV�SURYLGHG�
primarily for the political movement of Hamas, which 
FKDPSLRQV�UHVLVWDQFH��DQG�,UDQ�GRHV�QRW�FDUH�PXFK�IRU�
the affairs of the Hamas government.

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��'RKD�KDV�QRW�SURYLGHG�+DPDV�ZLWK�
what it received from Damascus between 2000 and 
������DQG�WKLV�SUHYHQWV�LWV�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�PRYHPHQW�
IURP� EHFRPLQJ� D� PDJLFDO� LQÀXHQFH� WKDW� ZRXOG� DOLJQ�
Hamas as part of its political system in the region, 
especially in light of the existence of core differences in 
WKH�SROLFLHV�RI�WKH�WZR�VLGHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��4DWDU�GRHV�
QRW�KLGH�LWV�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�,VUDHO�LQ�VSLWH�RI�FORVXUH�RI�LWV�
FRPPHUFLDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI¿FH�LQ�'RKD��DQG�+DPDV�
OHDGHUV�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�DQ�DZNZDUG�SRSXODU�SRVLWLRQ�
as a result of these relations.

Despite its renewed relations and expected alliance 
ZLWK�4DWDU�� +DPDV� GLVDJUHHV�ZLWK� LW� RYHU� LWV� SROLFLHV�
WRZDUGV�,VUDHO�DQG�LWV�¿QDO�YLVLRQ�YLV�j�YLV�UHVROYLQJ�WKH�
FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�LW��+RZHYHU��+DPDV�GRHV�QRW�VHHN�WR�RSHQ�
VLGH� EDWWOHV� ZLWK� 4DWDU� ZKLOH� LW� PDLQWDLQV� LWV� ULJKW� WR�
express its reservations in an objective and respectful 
PDQQHU��DQG�KDV�FULWLFL]HG�VRPH�RI�4DWDU¶V�SRVLWLRQV�LQ�
order to create a balance in its political relations.

,Q� FRQFOXVLRQ�� LW� LV� SRVVLEOH� WR� PDLQWDLQ� WKDW� 4DWDU¶V�
policy toward the Palestinian reality in general, and 
Hamas Movement in particular, emanated from a desire 
to play the role of the mediator who holds all cards in 
WKH�JDPH��$V�VXFK��4DWDU�PDLQWDLQV�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�
3$�LQ�5DPDOODK�DV�ZHOO�DV�VSHFLDO�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�,VUDHO�
DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��,W�VHHPV�WKDW�4DWDU¶V�UHODWLRQV�
with Hamas have aimed at alienating it from the 
µUHMHFWLRQ¶D[LVUHSUHVHQWHG�E\�,UDQ��6\ULD�DQG�+H]EROODK�
E\�SURYLGLQJ�DOWHUQDWLYH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�
to push Hamas toward further methodical pragmatism 
in its practice of politics.

Future of the Relationship with Egypt

The ‘feeling of shock’ is the proper expression of 
+DPDV¶� IHHOLQJ� LQ� WKH� ZDNH� RI� ¿UVWO\� WKH� RXVWLQJ� RI�
(J\SWLDQ�3UHVLGHQW�0XUVL�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�WKH�WRSSOLQJ�
RI� WKH�0XVOLP�%URWKHUKRRG� UHJLPH��6XFK� IHHOLQJ�ZDV�
manifested in its inability to devise a clear position 
toward the ongoing developments in Egypt.

Hamas’ shock and its inability to deal with the 
accelerating developments came at the background of 
its apprehension toward the continuous loss of regional 
powers which it had waged on for political, economic 
DQG�PLOLWDU\�VXSSRUW��7KH�RQJRLQJ�FULVLV�LQ�6\ULD�VLQFH�
�����OHG�WR�+DPDV¶�ORVV�RI�6\ULD��IROORZHG�E\�+H]EROODK�
DQG�,UDQ��EXW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�DVFHQVLRQ�RI�
the Muslim Brotherhood to power in Egypt and what 
seemed as indications of the forging of a Turkish-
(J\SWLDQ� D[LV� FDSDEOH� RI� H[HUWLQJ� SUHVVXUH� RQ� ,VUDHO�
could have given Hamas a sense of compensation for 
WKH�ORVV�RI�WKH�D[LV�RI�,UDQ��6\ULD�DQG�+H]EROODK�

,Q�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�DUHQD��UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�+DPDV�DQG�
Fatah were noticeably affected by the loss of the Muslim 
%URWKHUKRRG¶V�SRZHU�LQ�(J\SW��+RZHYHU��+DPDV�¿UPO\�
KHOG�RQ�WR�SRZHU�LQ�*D]D��7KH�+DPDV�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�
*D]D�LV�RI�WKH�RSLQLRQWKDW�LW�LV�WKH�RQO\�DFWRU�RI�SROLWLFDO�
,VODPOHIW� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�� 7KXV�� LW� LV� KDV� WR� VWDQG� ¿UP�
especially in the face of a new regime in Egypt aiming to 
WRSSOH�LWV�SRZHU�LQ�*D]D��8QGHU�WKHVH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
Hamas hopes for Turkish support and the restoration 
RI�FORVH�WLHV�ZLWK�,UDQ��LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRPSHQVDWH�RI�LWV�ORVW�
Egyptian ally. At the same time, Hamas will maintain the 
FHDVH¿UH�ZLWK�,VUDHO��LQ�RUGHUQRW�WR�EH�DFFXVHG�E\�WKH�
86�DQG� WKH�(8RI� GLVUXSWLQJ� WKH�RQJRLQJ�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
,VUDHOL�QHJRWLDWLRQV�

Although three months have passed since the toppling 
of Mursi’s rule in Egypt, Hamas is yet to devise a clear 
policy on the nature and future of its relations with the 
¶QHZ�ROG¶� (J\SWLDQ� UHJLPH�� ,W� H[SUHVVHG� LQ� UHPDUNV�
made by many of its leaders that the Egyptian regime 
VRXJKW�WR�XQGHUPLQH�VWDELOLW\�LQ�WKH�*D]D�6WULS��2Q�WKH�
other hand, accusations that Hamas was intervening 
in internal Egyptian affairs are piling up day after day, 
are increasingly present in the Egyptian media and 
are commonly held by senior security personnel and 
political parties. However, most local and international 
observers are convinced that such accusations are 
false and baseless.
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Meanwhile, the present Egyptian regime considers 
Hamas an extension of its political foe represented by 
WKH� 0XVOLP� %URWKHUKRRG�� DQG� FRQVHTXHQWO\� PXVW� EH�
IRXJKW� WR� WKH�SRLQW�RI�HUDGLFDWLQJ� LW� LQ� WKH�*D]D�6WULS��
As such, the Egyptian regime implemented a policy of 
WLJKWHQLQJ�WKH�VLHJH��OHDGLQJ�WR�FORVLQJ�WKH�*D]D�6WULS¶V�
only crossing to the outside world,and not opening it 
except in purely humanitarian circumstances, as well 
DV�GHVWUR\LQJ�DOO�WXQQHOV��ZKLFK�FRYHU�����RI�WKH�*D]D�
6WULS¶V�QHHGV�RI�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�PDWHULDOV�DQG�IXHO�

Hence, there are no indications that the present Egyptian 
regime will adopt a lenient policy toward Hamas. To the 
contrary, all indications imply that it will tighten its grip 
for the sake of inducing internal collapse. The Egyptian 
state’s relations with countries considered to be friends 
ZLWK� +DPDV�� VXFK� DV� 7XUNH\� DQG� 4DWDU�� KDYH� DOVR�
deteriorated because they labeled Mursi’s ousting as 
a military coup; therefore, those countries do not have 
any leverage to exert pressure on Egypt to ease the 
VLHJH�RQ�*D]D�DQG�UHVWRUH�LW�WR�WKH�ZD\�LW�ZDV�GXULQJ�
Mubarak’s era.

5HJLRQDO�$OOLDQFHV�6XSSRUWLQJ�WKH�
Palestinian Authority
While regional and international support for the 
3DOHVWLQLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�WKH�*D]D�6WULS�LV�ZLWQHVVLQJ�
an impasse due to a series of successive developments, 
ZKLFK�ZHUH�RXWOLQHG�DERYH��WKH�KRUL]RQ�RI�VXSSRUW�DQG�
assistance to the PA is stumbling on all levels as well. 
7KLV�UHDOLW\�UDLVHG�KXJH�TXHVWLRQ�PDUNV�DERXW�WKH�IXWXUH�
RI� WKH� 3$LWVHOI� RQ� PRUH� WKDQ� RQH� RFFDVLRQ�� ,Q� IDFW��
WKHUH�ZHUH�VHULRXV�3DOHVWLQLDQ�DQG�,VUDHOL�GLVFXVVLRQV�
about the possibility of the PA’s internal collapse or 
WKH�SRVVLELOLW\� RI� WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV� ³GLVPDQWOLQJ´� LW� DQG�
³KDQGLQJ� WKH� NH\V� RYHU´� WR� WKH� ,VUDHOLV�� 3UHVLGHQW�
Mahmoud Abbas uttered such threats late last year.

7KH�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�FULVLV�VWRUPLQJ�WKH�3$DUH�
WZRIROG��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��WKH�3$¶V�HFRQRPLF�FRQGLWLRQV�
and chronic situation leads to delaying the payment 
RI� VDODULHVWKUHDWHQ� WR� FDXVH� GLUH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� IRU�
WKRXVDQGV�RI�HPSOR\HHV�2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LQ�OLJKW�RI�
a global economic crisis, which has handicapped the 
DELOLW\�RI�VHYHUDO�GRQRUV�WR�IXO¿OO�WKHLU�¿QDQFLDO�SOHGJHV��
as well as regional and international preoccupation 
with other more pressing issues, the Palestinian cause 
has been relegated down the list of the priorities of both 
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�(8�

The reason for the Arab countries’ lack of commitment 
WR� IXO¿OOLQJ� WKHLU� ¿QDQFLDO� SOHGJHV� DQG� DFWLYDWLQJ� WKH�
¿QDQFLDO� VDIHW\� QHW� WR� WKH�3$� LQ� VSLWH� RI� GHFODUDWLRQV�
to this affect is the PA’s mismanagement of Arab 
¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�WKRVH�LQYROYHG�
LQ� GLVWULEXWLQJWKHP�� 4XHVWLRQV� UDLVHG� LQ� WKLV� UHJDUG�
are: Will the money be spent appropriately, and will 
all money be spent on the Palestinian people, or will 
VLJQL¿FDQW�SRUWLRQV�¿QG�WKHLU�ZD\V�WR�WKH�SULYDWH�VDIHV�
DQG�SRFNHWV�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQ�RI¿FLDOV"

,Q� VXFK� D� JORRP\� DWPRVSKHUH�� WKH� 3$� DWWHPSWHG� WR�
devise some temporary patchwork solutions to its crisis 
-a crisis,which seems to be tightening its grip around 
the PA’s neck day after day. The PA’s crisis has cost its 
FLWL]HQV�D�ORW��ERWK�SROLWLFDOO\�DQG�¿QDQFLDOO\��DQG�IRUFHG�
them to bear burdens they should have never borne:the 
Palestinians are still a people under occupation who 
DUH� QRW� UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿QG� VROXWLRQV� WR� WKHLU� GHJUDGLQJ�
conditions,leading someone looking from outside the 
borders to view them as the problem, not as part of the 
solution.

The necessity of this discussion is increasing in light of 
the continuous erosion of the PA’s control, represented 
by the absence of the central government and the 
VHSDUDWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� *D]D� DQG� WKH� :HVW� %DQN�� DV�
well as the deepening internal differences and the 
VXIIRFDWLQJ�¿QDQFLDO� FULVLV��ZKLFK� UDLVH� UHDO�TXHVWLRQV�
about the extent of its stability and sustainability.

Nonetheless, the recent developments in the Arab 
region, especially in the countries that are considered 
to be supportive of the PA, particularly Egypt, are 
considered an indicator of the general direction of 
LQÀXHQFH� RI� UHJLRQDO� UHODWLRQV� RQ� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ�
situation. Prior to the Arab revolutions, the balances 
of power in the region evolved primarily around two 
patterns of alliances forged in relation to position on 
WDNHQ� RQ,VUDHO�7KH� ¿UVW� SDWWHUQ�� ZKLFK� VXSSRUWHG�
WKH�FKRLFH�RI�SHDFHIXO� VHWWOHPHQW�RI� WKH�FRQÀLFW��ZDV�
referred to as ’the axis of moderation’ and included 
(J\SW�� -RUGDQ�� *XOI� &RRSHUDWLRQ� &RXQFLO� FRXQWULHV�
H[FOXGLQJ�4DWDU��DV�ZHOO�DV�7XUNH\�7KH�VHFRQG�SDWWHUQ�
UHYROYHG� DURXQG� WKH� FKRLFH� RI� WKH� UHVLVWDQFH�� ,W� ZDV�
UHIHUUHG� WR� DV� WKH� ¶UHMHFWLRQ� D[LV¶� DQG� LQFOXGHG� ,UDQ�
DQG�6\ULD��DORQJ�ZLWK�4DWDU¶V�VSHFLDO�UROH��DQG�YDULRXV�
UHVLVWDQFH�PRYHPHQWV�VXFK�DV�+DPDV�DQG�+H]EROODK�

,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�$UDE�UHYROXWLRQV��ZKLFK�
broke out in early 2011, formed a major basis for 
UHGUDZLQJ� WKH� PDSV� RI� LQÀXHQFHV� DQG� FRDOLWLRQV��$V�
the Muslim Brotherhood group’scandidate ascended 



12

Dr. Adnan Abu Amer | The Regional Powers’ Influence on Political Transformation Process in the Palestinian Territories

Perspectives from Palestine
Palestine   11.2013

to power in Egypt, the map of Palestinian coalitions 
began witnessing signs of reformation.

Moreover, the PA is well aware of the anticipated 
Egyptian role in the coming period, especially as signs 
RI�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�PDS�RI�FRDOLWLRQV�DQG�LQÀXHQFHV�
in the Middle East are reemerging. Those signs include 
strengthening of the moderation axis once again, and 
even more than before, tocoincide with resumption of 
WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�SURFHVV�ZLWK�,VUDHO�

The PA made no secret of its pleasure with the 
emergence of the conditions for the return of the axis, 
ZKLFKH[LVWHG� SULRU� WR� WKH� $UDE� 6SULQJ� DQG� LQFOXGHG�
6DXGL� $UDELD�� -RUGDQ� DQG� WKH� 8QLWHG�$UDE� (PLUDWHV�
on its side, especially in the wake of the ousting of 
President Muhammad Mursi (who represents the 
Muslim Brotherhood Group). That axis supports peace 
HIIRUWV� ZLWK� ,VUDHO�� 7KH� PRGHUDWLRQ� FDSLWDOV� ZDJH� RQ�
D�QHZ�UHJLPH�LQ�&DLUR��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�UHYLYH�WKH�IRUPHU�
political coalition with Riyadh, Amman and Abu Dhabi, 
DQG� ¿UVW� DQG� IRUHPRVW� WKH�3$��ZKLFK�ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� WR�
welcome Mursi‘s ousting.

The PA sent a strong message of support to the new 
regime in the form of the visit of President Abbas to 
&DLUR��DV�ZHOO�DV�PHGLD�FRYHUDJH�VWURQJO\�VXSSRUWLYH�
of what Hamas refers to as aillegitimatecoup.

Meanwhile, the map of the PA’s relations witnessed 
developments as a result of the developments 
HPDQDWLQJ� IURP� WKH� $UDE� 6SULQJ�� ZKLFK� FUHDWHG� D�
new strategic environment where new interactions 
RFFXUUHG�� -RUGDQ�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� QHHGHG� LQ� LWV� TXHVW�
to combat the escalating internal protests led by the 
Muslim Brother to rearrange its Palestinian cards. 
,W� QRUPDOL]HG� LWV� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� +DPDV� ODVW� \HDU� ZLWK�
WKH�DLP�RI�QHXWUDOL]LQJ�LW� LQ�WKH�-RUGDQLDQ�DUHQD�ZKLOH�
controlling it in accordance with the Jordanian political 
conditions.

,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH��-RUGDQ�LQFUHDVHG�LWV�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�
WKH�3$�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�¿OO�WKH�YDFXXP�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�
(J\SWLDQ�UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�������$V�VXFK��.LQJ�$EGXOODK�,,�
made a surprise visit to Ramallah in late 2011, which 
ZDV� KLV� ¿UVW� GXULQJ� WKH� UHLJQ� RI� 3UHVLGHQW� $EEDV��
The visit aimed at supporting Abbas’s position vis-à-
vis Hamas and was considered a strong message of 
assurance to the PA that the active relationship with 
Hamas would not be at the expense of what Jordan 
FRQVLGHUV� WR� EH� ³WKH� OHJLWLPDWH�3DOHVWLQLDQ� DXWKRULW\´��
The visit sent an additional message, that Amman 
was not changing its alliances or ‘moving its gun from 
one shoulder to another’, and that Jordan remained 

FRPPLWWHG�WR�LWV�SRVLWLRQ�RI�UHFRJQL]LQJ�QR�SDUW\�EXW�WKH�
PA as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
people. The Jordanian position towards the PA was 
UHDI¿UPHG� LQ� D� VHFRQG� YLVLW� PDGH� E\� WKH� -RUGDQLDQ�
monarch to Ramallah in the end of 2012, following 
accession of Palestine as a member of the United 
Nations, which came to express Jordan’s blessing of 
WKH�3$¶V�GLSORPDWLF�DSSURDFK�LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�,VUDHO�

6DXGL�$UDELD� DQG�$UDE�*XOI� FRXQWULHV�� H[FHSW� 4DWDU��
UHPDLQHG�NHHQ��SULRU�WR�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ��RQ�PDLQWDLQLQJ�
relative openness towards Hamas in order to control 
LWV� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� ,UDQ� DQG� SUHYHQW� 7HKUDQ� IURP�
PDQLSXODWLQJ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FDUG��6XFK�RSHQQHVV�ZDV�
GLVSOD\HG� WKURXJK� WKH� YLVLW� RI�.KDOHG0LVK¶DO� WR�6DXGL�
Arabia in early 2010 as part of an Arab tour, which also 
LQFOXGHG�WKH�8QLWHG�$UDE�(PLUDWHV��4DWDU��.XZDLW�DQG�
Bahrain.

However, these countries now have a different 
approach toward their relations with Hamas, which will 
undoubtedly be impacted by the extreme antagonism 
DQG� VHQVLWLYLW\� 6DXGL� $UDELD� DQG� WKH� $UDE� *XOI�
countries have towards Muslim Brotherhood streams 
LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��,QWHUDFWLRQV�DQG�FRQWDFWV�ZLOOEH�FDUHIXOO\�
RUFKHVWUDWHG�� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� D� SUHFDXWLRQDU\�
VWDQFHWR� WKH� LQÀXHQFH� RI� WKH� %URWKHUKRRG� PRGHO� RQ�
internal Gulf affairs.

The severity of this approach will be alleviated 
DQG� LWV� QHJDWLYH� UDPL¿FDWLRQV� RQ� +DPDV� ZLOO� RQO\�
EHQHXWUDOL]HG�LI�6DXGL�$UDELD¶V�DVVHVVPHQW�FRQFOXGHV�
WKDW� WKH� 3DOHVWLQH� 4XHVWLRQ� PLJKW� EH� DSSURDFKLQJ�
HPLQHQW� H[SORVLRQ� �� GXH� WR� WKH� ,VUDHOL� SUDFWLFHV�
and regression of the chances of settlement -which 
QHFHVVLWDWH� PDLQWDLQLQJ� VLJQL¿FDQW� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� D�
large faction such as Hamas along with their declared 
support for its competitor Fatah.

The PA has not hidden its displeasure with the increased 
OHYHO� DQG� SDFH� RI� YLVLWV� E\� $UDE� RI¿FLDOV�� PLQLVWHUV�
DQG� SUHVLGHQWV� WR� *D]D�� ZKLFK� LV� UXOHG� E\� +DPDV��
HVSHFLDOO\� GXULQJ� WKH� UHFHQW� ,VUDHOL� ZDU� RQ� *D]D� LQ�
1RYHPEHU������%\�FRQWUDVW��WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�VLJQL¿FDQW�
YLVLWV� WR�5DPDOODK�GXULQJ� WKDW�SHULRG�� ,Q� IDFW��YLVLWV� WR�
Ramallah were limited to the Jordanian and Egyptian 
IRUHLJQ�PLQLVWHUV�DQG�WKH�6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDO�RI�WKH�$UDE�
League in an Arab attempt to show goodwill in the wake 
RI�3DOHVWLQH¶V�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�QRQ�PHPEHU�
observer state in the United Nations; although there 
was an Arab initiative entailing visits by senior Arab 
RI¿FLDOV� WR� WKH�3$�DV�D�VLJQ�RI�PRUDO�VXSSRUW��DV�ZHOO�
DV�D�PHDQV�RI�EULQJLQJ�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�DQG� IXO¿OOLQJ�
¿QDQFLDO�FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�WKH�3$�
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$QRWKHU�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�GHWHUPLQDQW�RI�WKH�RI¿FLDO�$UDE�
positions on the PA is the enormous transformations 
witnessed in the internal Palestinian arena, represented 
by the continuation of Hamas’ management of the 
*D]D� 6WULS� VLQFH� LW� LPSRVHG� LWV� FRQWURO� RYHU� LW� LQ� WKH�
PLGGOH�RI�������+DPDV¶�DELOLW\�WR�GR�VR�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�
VWRSSLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�WKH�YDULRXV�RI¿FLDO�$UDE��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
DQG�,VUDHOL�SURJUDPV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�

Hamas succeeded in continuing to manage the 
*D]D� 6WULS� GHVSLWH� WKH� FKDOOHQJHV�� ZKLFK� DLPHG� DW�
bringing about its failure and ousting it frompower. The 
GHYHORSPHQWV�ZKLFK�IROORZHG�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ�LQ�������
UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�,VODPLVWV¶�DVFHQW�WR�SRZHU�LQ�PRUH�
than one Arab country, enabled it to solidify its control 
on the one hand, and brought bad omens for the PA on 
WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�7KH�JURZLQJ�SURJUHVV�RI�WKH�,VODPLVWV�LV�
a huge accomplishment which contributes to imposing 
+DPDV¶�SROLWLFDO�YLVLRQ�DQG�DVSLUDWLRQV�WR�VHL]H�FRQWURO�
of the leadership of the PA, and ensures its presence in 
determining the future of the region on the regional and 
international level.

These developments indicate that Hamas may be 
a central player in the political transformations in the 
region. Moreover, there are reports that regional and 
international parties are making efforts to remove 
Hamas from the European and American lists of 
WHUURULVW� RUJDQL]DWLRQV��+RZHYHU�� WKH�ZD\� WKH�0XVOLP�
Brotherhood’s experimentended in Egypt, the transition 
RI�SRZHU�LQ�4DWDU�DQG�7XUNH\¶V�SUHRFFXSDWLRQ�ZLWK�LWV�
LQWHUQDO�SRUWIROLRV�ZLOO�GH¿QLWHO\�SRVWSRQH�WKHVH�HIIRUWV�
until further notice. This may not necessarily be in 
Hamas’ interest.

Fatah, which was dealt a huge loss in the 2006 
legislative elections on the levels of the legislative 
FRXQFLO�DQG� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�� IDLOHG� WR�NHHS� WKH�*D]D�
6WULS�XQGHU�LWV�FRQWURO�DQG�ORVW�LW�WR�+DPDV�DQG�WKRXJK�LW�
cannot achieve any serious progress in the negotiations 
ZLWK�,VUDHO��LW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�JDLQ�VWUHQJWK�LQ�LWV�UHJLRQDO�
relations and external alliances because its leadership 
was able to entrench itself in two important leadership 
SRVLWLRQV��WKH�¿UVW�LV�WKH�SUHVLGHQF\�RI�WKH�3$�DQG�WKH�
VHFRQG�LV�PRQRSROL]LQJ�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�3/2�

Fatah was unable to adjust to the reality of Hamas’ 
OHDGHUVKLS� RI� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� LQ� *D]D�KRZHYHU�� LW�
PDQDJHG�WR�PRELOL]H�UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�IRUFHV�
in support of the program to bring about failure of 
the government led by Hamas, and succeeded to 
preoccupyit and preventing it from dealing with its 
basic duties due to the regional siege and international 
boycott.

&RQFOXVLRQ
'HYHORSPHQWV� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�DUH�TXLFN�DQG�VXUSULVLQJ��
,W� KDV� EHFRPH� REYLRXV� WKDW� UHJLRQDO� LQÀXHQFHV� KDYH�
become a basic component of the Palestinian decision-
making process due to numerous internal and external 
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�� 6XFK� LQÀXHQFHV� H[DFHUEDWH� DV� WKH�
state of Palestinian division persists, especially as both 
sides - Fatah and Hamas - remain engaged in a state 
RI� UHJLRQDO� SRODUL]DWLRQ� RQ� RQH� KDQG� DQG� D� VWDWH� RI�
LQ¿JKWLQJ�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�

:KLOH�+DPDV�IHOW�WKDW�WKH�,VODPLVWV¶�YLFWRU\�LQ�WKH�$UDE�
region and the Muslim Brotherhood ascension to power 
in Egypt in particular did not impose any urgency for 
LW� WR� UHDOL]H� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ� ZLWK� )DWDK��
the ousting of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt 
encouraged Fatah to impose its conditions on Hamas in 
D�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�SURFHVV�WKDW�IXO¿OOV�LWV�QHHGV��NQRZLQJ�
WKDW�+DPDV� LV� LQ� DQ� XQHQYLDEOH� SRVLWLRQ�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ��
,VUDHO¶V�FRQGLWLRQV�RQ�WKH�3$�PDNH�WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�DQG�
the reconciliation two parallel lines that cannot meet.

Arriving at a proper Palestinian political reality, one 
that is free from the prevailing state of division, can 
PLQLPL]H�WKH�FKDQFHV�RI�IRUHLJQ�LQWHUYHQWLRQ��DOWKRXJK�
such intervention will continue in one way or another. 
The possibility of the Palestinians being able to steer 
the ship of their cause to safety seems more realistic in 
spite of the gloomy scene in the medium term.

7KH� UHJLRQDO� SRODUL]DWLRQ� KDV� UHQGHUHG� ,VUDHO� WKH�
ELJ� ZLQQHU�� ,VUDHO� LV� FORVHO\� PRQLWRULQJ� WKH� GUDPDWLF�
changes in the surrounding Arab region, whether due 
to the continuing mobility in the countries of the Arab 
6SULQJ�� WKH� 6\ULDQ� ZDU�� RU� WKH� SUHRFFXSDWLRQ� RI� WKH�
ODUJHVW�WZR�QRQ�$UDE�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ���,UDQ�DQG�
Turkey - which have tried repeatedly to invest in their 
Palestinian relations.
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