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Abstract
C9H14O4, monoclinic, P21/n (no. 14), a = 8.9332(5) Å,
b = 6.8170(2) Å, c = 17.0530(9) Å,β = 102.816(4)°,V = 1,012.62(8) Å3,
Z = 4, R[F2 > 2σ(F 2)] = 0.0363, wR(F 2) = 0.1046, T = 170 K.

CCDC no.: 2369843

The molecular structure is shown in the figure. Table 1
contains crystallographic data and Table 2 contains the list of
the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement
parameters.

1 Source of material

Ethyl (Z )-2-(ethoxymethylene)-3-oxobutanoate (1) was pre-
pared from acetyl acetoacetate and triethyl orthoformate

according to Claisen.6 Due to its moisture sensitivity all
manipulations were carried out under argon atmosphere. 1
is a liquid at room temperature. In order to prepare single
crystals the product was purified by distillation and then
stored at 247 K to give a solid. The polycrystalline mass was
cooled with dry ice. A single crystal was separated me-
chanically, mounted on a goniometer head and quickly
placed under the cold air flow (170 K) of the diffractometer.

2 Experimental details

H atoms were geometrically placed and refined as riding
atomswithUiso(H) = 1.5Ueq(C) for CH3 groups andUiso(H) = 1.2
Ueq(C) for CH and CH2 groups.

3 Comment

Ethyl (Z)-2-(ethoxymethylene)-3-oxobutanoate (1) is a valuable
reagent in organic synthesis. In coordination chemistry 1 found
application as starting material for the synthesis of various
SchiffBase ligands. Thiswasfirst reportedby Jäger et al.7 andup
to now these ligands are of vivid interest, particularly due to the
special magnetic properties of the corresponding iron(II) com-
plexes.8 1 crystallizes in the monoclinic system, space group
P21/nwith four formula units per unit cell. The crystal structure
consists of discrete molecules without any unusual short
intermolecular contacts. 1 contains a central C–C double bond
(C3–C7) with the OEt and CO2Et groups in Z-arrangement. The
distance C3–C7 (1.342(1) Å) is typical for a C–C double bond that
is involved in π-conjugation with a carbonyl group. The formal

Table : Data collection and handling.

Crystal: Colourless block
Size: . × . × .mm
Wavelength: Mo Kα radiation (. Å)
μ: .mm−

Diffractometer, scan mode: Stoe IPDS , rotation
θmax, completeness: .°, >%
N(hkl)measured, N(hkl)unique, Rint: ,, ,, .
Criterion for Iobs, N(hkl)gt: Iobs > σ(Iobs), ,
N(param)refined: 

Programs: X-Area, SHELX,, Diamond,
Olex
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single bond C2–C3 (1.463(1) Å) that is also part of the π-conju-
gation is slightly shorter than the C3–C4 bond to the ester group
(1.497(1) Å). Regarding the conformational aspects it is worth
mentioning, that the atoms of the ethoxymethylene and the
acetyl group are nearly coplanar with the central C3–C2–C4–C7
unit. Contrary to this the ester group fragment O2–C4–O4 is
rotated by nearly 80°with respect tomean plane C3–C2–C4–C7.
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Table : Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent
isotropic displacement parameters (Å).

Atom x y z Uiso*/Ueq

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

HC . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

HC . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

HC . . . .*

O . () . () . () . ()
O . () . () . () . ()
O . () . () . () . ()
O . () . () . () . ()
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