Editorial Note

The Journal of Afghan Legal Studies (JALS)is the first peer-reviewed, trilingual
scientific law journal in Afghanistan. It provides a unique intellectual venue for
national and international scholars and researchers in the field of Afghan law.

The purpose of the JALS is to spread the findings of high—quality research
concerning important legal and juridical issues of concern to the country and
matters of topical interest in Afghanistan’s on-going efforts to strengthen the

rule of law. The JALS also provides reviews and expositions of new challenges
emerging from the implementation of the existing laws in the country. Most of

the contributions are written by Afghan researchers in Dari, Pashto or English.

In addition, a number of international scholars have written articles in English

or Farsi.

Pashto is much of a newcomer as an academic language and although JALS
contributions in Pashto have been somewhat limited in number compared to
those in Dari and English, effort is being made to widen the Pashto coverage
so as to respond to the needs of Pashto students, scholars and practitioners. The
editors will pursue their efforts to contact capable researchers in Afghanistan and
abroad to write articles in Pashto, and we are optimistic to having more in the next

volumes of the JALS.
Most of the articles in this volume were presented at one of the Afghan Legal

Studies Conferences, which we organize in Kabul on an annual basis, and after
careful review by two members of the Editorial Committee of the JALS, selected
papers have been included in this volume. . -
This journal wasinitiatedin 1395/20 16 by Prof. Dr. Mohammad Hashim Kamali,
Advanced Islamic Studies (IAIS)

Founding CEO of the International Institute of
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mann J. ROder, and Assistant Professor

i i German scholar Dr. Til gt .
fulzfdj::zlsrll:ntgeaeeil of the Shariah Faculty of Kabul vaers1ty. Afghanistan
is still grappling with endemic violence and security issues that are sapping

the country's vitality in so many ways. Aca'def’niC PUbliCii:OIlS I:Bqui.re focus,

capacity building and resources, which are limited under these c;r(ilumstances.

It is due to the valuable efforts of many supportf?rs that thf‘» JALS has beC.Ome

the only law journal in Afghanistan that is r.eglste.red with the International
Standard Serial Number (ISSN) organization 1n Pan§. Th.e first volume of the
JALS was distributed to national and international libraries last year and was
warmly welcomed and appreciated by numerous law scholars and reéearchers.
We take this opportunity to thank all of them, and also those vf/h_o dedicate their
valuable time and effort to write scientific contributions for this journal. We are
appreciative of the constructive offorts of all who work for the restoration of
peace to Afghanistan and a better future for this country.

We were exceedingly encouraged by the positive responses (o our invitation

of a number of eminent national and international _academic figures and public

personalities to become members of the Academic Advisory Board of the JALS.

Their names and organizational affiliations are mentioned on the first pages of this
:ssue. The Editorial Committee takes this opportunity to record their appreciation
for them all. It is hoped that the esteemed members of the Academic Advisory
Board will avail us of their valuable advice and also to introduce and promote the
JALS in their respective countries and organizations in the future.

The Editorial Team is composed of postdoc scholars and PhD students who are
introduced to the art of journal editing by the Editorial Committee. They carefully
reviewed all the contributions in their respective areas of expertise, and shared
with us their valuable views.

We also acknowledge the hard work of our Editorial Assistants, Mr. Ahmad Shah
Ahmadyar and Ms. Aisha Mahmood, who were actively involved in all stages of
preparing this volume, and to Ms. Amena Hosseini and Ms. Fatima, for their very
good translation of the abstracts of the papers. It is important to us to mention that

all persons involved, without any exception, are doing this work as volunteers
and without payment.

With a \'ziew to improve the production process and the visibility of the JALS in
Afghamstan. D%'. Tilmann J. ROder and Professor Mohammad Hashim Kamali
decided to appoint Ass. Prof. Lutforahman Saeed as the Chief Editor of the JALS-






