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A

VINDICATION
OF

Some PASSAGES in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters

OF THE
Hifiory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.

P ERHAPS it may be neceflary to inform the Public,
that not long fince an Examination of the Fifteenth
and Sixteenth Chapters of the Hiltory of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire was publifhed by
Mr. Davis, He {tyles himfelf a Bachelor of Arts, and
a Member of Baliol College inthe univerfity of
Oxford. His title-page isa declaration of war; and
in the profecution of his religious crufade, he aflumes
a privilege of difregarding the ordinary laws which
are refpécted in the moft hoftile tranfactions between
civilized men or civilized nations. Some of the har(h-
elt epithets in the Englifh language are repeatedly
applied to the hiftorian, a part of whofe work Mr.
Davis has chofen for the objet of his criticifm. To
this author Mr. Davis imputes the crime of betraying
the confidence and feducing the faith of thofc read.
ers, who may hecdlefsly ftray in the flowery paths
of his di&ion, without perceiving the poifonous
fnake that lurks concealed in the grafs Later anguis
in herba. The Examiner has affTumed the province
of reminding them of the unfair proceedings of fuch
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2 VINDICATION OF
an infidious friend, who offers the deadly draught
in a golden cup, that they may be lefs fenfible of
the danger’. In order to which Mr. Davis has
{elected feveral of the more notorious inftances of
his mifreprefentations and errors; reducing them
to their refpedive heads, and fubjoining a long lift
of almolt incredible inaccuracies: and fuch ftrik-
ing proofs of fervile plagiarifm, as the world will
be furprifed to meet with in an author who puts
in fo bold a claim to originality and extenfive
reading Mr, Davis profecutes this attack

through an o&avo volume of not lefs than two hun.
dred and eighty-four pages with the fame implacable
fpirit; perpetually charges his adverfary with per.
verting the ancients, and tranfcribing the moderns;
and, inconfiftently enough imputes to him the op-
polite crimes of art and careleflnefs, of grofs igno-
rance and of wilful falfhood. The Examiner clofes
his work with a fevere reproof of thofe feeble cri.
tics who have allowed any (hare of knowledge toan
odious antagonift. He prefumes to pity and to con-
demn the firlt hiftorian of the prefent age, for the
generous approbation which he had beftowcd on a.
writer, who is content that IMr. Davis fhould be
his enemy, whillt he has a right to name Dr.
Robertfon for his friend,

When I delivered to the world the Firft Volume
of an important Hiftory, in which I bad been obliged
to connect the progrefs of Chriftianity with the civil
ftate and revolutions of the Roman Empire, I could
not be ignorant that the refult of my inquiries might
offend the interelt of fome and the opinions of others.



THE DECLINE AND FALL. 3
If the whole work was favorably received by the
Public, I had the more reafon to expe that this
obnoxious part would provoke the zeal of thofe who
confider themlfelves as the Watchmen of the Holy
City. Thele expectations were not difappointed and
a fruitful crop of Anfwers, Apologies, Remarks,
Examinations, &ec. {prung up with all convenient
fpced. Asfoon as I faw the advertifement, I generally
fent for them for have neveraffected, indeed I have
never underftood, the ftoical apathy, the proud con.
tempt of criticifm, which fome authors have publicly
profefled. Fame is the motive, it is the reward, of
our labors; nor can 1 eafily comprehend how it is
poflible that we fhould remain cold and indifferent
with regard to the attempts which are made to
deprive us of the moft valuable objeét of our poflef-
fions 4 or at leaft of our hopes. Befides this ftrong
and natural impulfe of curiofity, I was prompted
by the more laudable defire of applying to my own,
and the public benefit, the well-grounded cenfures
of a learned adverfary and of correcting thofe faults
which the indulgence of vanity and friendfhip had
fuffered to efcape without obfervation. I read with
attention feveral criticifms which were publithed
againft the two laft chapters of my Hiftory, and
unlefs I much deceived myfelf, I weighed them in
my own mind without prejudice and without refent-
ment After was clearly facisfied that their prina
cipal obje@ions were founded on mifreprefentation
or miftake, 1 declined with fincere and difinterefted
reluctance the odious talk of controverfy, and almoft
formed a tacit refolution of committing nvy intentions,

Ba



4 VINDICATION OF
my writings, and my adverfaries to the judgment of
the Public, of whofe favorable difpofition I had
received the moft flattering proofs.

The reafons which juftified my filence were ob.
vious and forcible: the refpe@able nature of the
fubject iufelf, which ought not to be rafhly violated
by the rude hand of controverfy; the inevitable
tendency of difpute, which foon degenerates into
minute and perfonal altercation; the indifference of
the Public for the difcuffion of fuch queltions as
neither relate to the bufinefs nor the amufement of the
prefent age. I calculated the poflible lofs of temper
and the certain lofs of time, and confidered, that
while I was laborioufly engaged in a humiliating
talk, which could add nothing to my own reputa=-
tion, or to the entertainment of my readers, I muft
interrupt the profecution of a work which claimed
my whole attention, and which the Public, or at
leat my friends, feemed to require with fome im
patience at my hands, The judicious lines of Dr.
Young fometimes offered themfelves to my memory,
and I felt the truth of his obfervation, That every
author lives or dies by his own pen, and that the
unerring fentence of Time affigns its proper rank to
every compofition and to every criticifm, which it
preferves from oblivion,

1 thould have confulted my own eafe, and perhaps
I thould have acted in ftricter conformity to the rules

of prudence, if 1 had ftill perfevered in patient filence.

But Mr. Davis may, if he pleafes, affume the
merit of extorting from me the notice which I had
refufed to more honorable foes, I had declined the
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confideration of their literary Objections; but he has
compelled me to give an anfwer to his criminal Accu-
Jations. Had he confined himfelf to the ordinary,
and indeed obfolete charges of impious principles,
and mifchievous intentions, 1 fhould have acknow-
ledged with readinefs and pleafure that the religion
of Mr. Davis appeared to be very different from
mine. Had he contented himfelf with the ufe of that
ftyle which decency and politenefs have banifhed
from the more liberal part of mankind, I fhould have
fmiled, perhaps with fome contempt, but without
the leaft mixture of anger or refentment. Every
animal employs the note, or cry, or howl, which is
peculiar to its fpecies; every man exprefles himfelf
in the diale@ the moft congenial to his temper and
Inclination, the mboft familiar to the company in
which he has lived, and to the authors with whom
heisconverfant; and while I was difpofed to allow
that Mr, Davis had made fome proficiency in eccle-
fiaftical ftudies, I thould have confidered the diffe.
rence of our language and manners as an unfurmoun-

table bar of feparation between us. Mr. Davis has
overleaped that bar, and forces me to contend with
him on the very dirty ground which he has chofen
for the fcene of our combat. He has judged, I know
not with how much propriety, that the fupport of a
caufe, which would difclaim fuch unworthy affift.
ance, depended on the ruin of my moral and literary
chara@er. The different mifreprefentations, of which
he has drawn out the ignominious catalogue, would
materially affect my credit as a hiftorian, my repu.
tation as a fcholar, and even my honor and veracity

Bs



6 VINDICATION OF
as a gentleman. If I am indeed incapable of under-
ftanding what 1 read, I can no longer claim a place
among thofe writers who merit the efteem and confi-
dence of the Public. If 1 am capable of wilfully per-
verting what 1 underftand, 1 no longer deferve to
live in the fociety of thofe men, who confider a
firict and inviolable adherence tp truth as the foun-
dation of every thing that is virtuous or honorable
in human nature At the fame time, I am not infen-
fible that his mode of attack has givén a tranfient
pleaflure to my enemies, and a tranfient uneafinefs
to my friends. The fize of his volume, the bold-
nefs of his affertions, the acrimony of his fiyle,
are contrived with tolerable [kill to confound the
ignorance and candor of his readers. There are
few who will examine the truth or juftice of his
accufations; and of thofe perfons who have been
directed by their education to the fiudy of eccle-
fiaftical antiquity, many will believe, or will affect
to believe, that the fuccefs of their champion has
been equal to his zeal, and that the ferpent pierced
with a hundred wounds lies expiring at his feet.
Mr. Davis's book will ceafe to be read (perhaps the
grammarians may already reproach me for the ufe
of an improper tenfe}; but the oblivion towards
which it feems to be haltening, will afford the more
ample fcope for the artful practices of thofe, who
may not feruple to affirm, or rather to infinuate,
that Mr. Gibbon was publicly convi@ed of fallhood
and mifreprefentation that the evidence produced
againft him was unanfwerable and that his filence
was the effe@ and the proof of confcious guilt, Under
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the hands of a malicious furgeon, the fling of a wafp
may continue to felter and inflame, long after the
vexatious little infect has left its venom and its life
in the wound.

The defence of my own honor is undoubtedly the
firlt and prevailing motive which urges me to repel
with vigor an unjuft and unprovoked attack and to
undertake a tedious vindication, which, after the per.
petual repetition of the vaineft and moft difgulting
of the pronouns, will only prove that I am innocent,
and that Mr. Davis, in his charge, has very frequently

fubfcribed bis own condemnation. And yet may
prefume to affirm, that the Public have fome in-
tereft in this controverfy, They have fome intereft-
to know, whether the writer whom they have ho-
nored with their favor is deferving of their confi.
dence; whether they mult content themfelves with
reading the Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire as a tale amufing enougl:, or whether
they may venture to receive it as a fair and authentic

hiftory. The general perfuafion of mankind, that
where muc/ has been pofitively aflerted fomething
muft be true, may contribute to encourage a fecret
fufpicion which would naturally diffufe itfelf over
the whole body of the work. Some of thofe friends
who may now tax me with imprudence for taking
this public notice of Mr. Davis’s book, have per-
haps already condemned me for filently acquiefcing
under the weight of fuch ferious, fuch dire, and
fuch circumftantial imputations,

Mr. Davis, who in the laft page of his work ap.
pears to have recollected thay modefty is an amiable

Bg
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8 VINDICATION OF
and ufeful qualification, affirms, that his plan requi.
red only that he fhould confult the authors to whom
he was directed by my references; and that the
judgment of riper years was not {o neceffary to enable
him to execute with fuccefs the pious labor to which
he had devoted his pen. Perhaps, before we feparate,
a moment to which I moft fervently afpire, Mr,
Davis may find that a mature judgment is indifpen.
{ably requifite for the fuccefsful execution of any
work of literature, and more efpecially of criticifm.
Perhaps he will difcover, that a young fiudent, who
haltily confults an unknown author, on a fubje&
with which he is upacquainted, cannot always be
guided by the molt accurate reference to the know.
ledge of the fenfe, as well as to the fight of the paf-
fage which has been quoted by his adverfary. Abun.
dant proofs of thefe maxims will hereafter be fug-
gelted. For the prefent, 1fhall only remark, that it
is my intention to purfue, in my defence, the order,
or rather the courfe, which Mr. Davis bas marked
out in his Examination and that I have numbered
the feveral articles of my impeachment according to
the moft natural divifion of the fubje&. And now
let me proceed on this hoftile march over a dreary
and barren defert, where thirft, hunger, and into-
lerable wearinefs, are much more to be dreaded than
the arrows of the enemy.

L

The remarkable mode of quotation which Mr.
Gibbon adopts, mult immediately firike every
one who turus to his notes. He {ometimes only
mentions the author, perhaps the book; and often
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Jeaves the reader the toil of finding out, or rather

 guefling at the paflage. The policy, however,
is not without its defign and ufc. Byendeavouring
to deprive us of the means of comparing him with
the authorities he cites, he flattered himfelf, no
doubt, that he'might fafely have recourfe to mif

 reprefentation Such is the {tyle of Mr. Davis;
who in another place mentions this mode of quo-
tation as a good artifice to efcape detection and
applauds, with an agreeable irony his own labors
in turning over a few pages of the Theodofian code.

I fhall not defcend to animadvert on the rude and
illiberal ftrain of this paffage, and I will frankly
own that my indignation is loft in altonifhment.
The Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters of my Hiltory
are illuftrated by three hundred and eighty-three
Notes; and the nakednefs of a few Notes, which are
not accompanied by any quotation, 1s amply com.
penfated by a much greater number, which contain
two, three, or perhaps four diltin& references; fo
that upon the whole my ftock of quotations, which
fupport and juftify my facts, cannot amount to lefs
than eight bundred or a thoufand. As I had often
felt the inconvenience of the loofe aud general
method of quoting which is fo falfely imputed to me,
I have carefully diftinguithed the books, the chapters,
the fections, the pages, of the authors to whom I re-
ferred, with a degree of accuracy and attention,
which might claim fome gratitude, as it has feldom
been fo regularly practifed by any hiftorical writers.
And here I muft confefs fome obligation to Mr,
Davis, who, by ftaking my credit and his own on
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a circumftance fo obvious and palpable, has given
me this early opportunity of fubmitting the merits
of our caufe, or at lealt of our charaéers, to the
judgment of the Public. Hereafter, when am fum-
moned to defend myfelf againft the imputation of
mifquoting the text, or mifreprefenting the fenfe
of a Greek or Latin author, it will notbe in my power
to communicate the knowledge of the languages, or
the pofleffion of the books, to thofe readers who
may be deftitute either of one or of the other; and
the part which they are obliged to take between
affertions equally ftrong and peremptory, may fome-
times be attended with doubt and hefitation. But,
in the prefent inftance, every reader who will give
himfelf the trouble of confulting the firft volume of
my Hiftory, is a competent judge of the queftion. I
exhort, I folicit him to run his eye down the columns
of Notes, and to count how many of the quotations
are minute and particular, how few are vague and
general. When he has fatisfied himfelf by this eafy
computation there is a word which may naturally
fuggelt itfelf; an epithet, which I fhould be forry
either to deferve or ufe the boldnefs of Mr. Davis's

affertion, and the confidence of my appeal, will
tempt, nay, perhaps, will force him to apply that
epithet either to one or to the other of the adverfe
parties.

1 have confeffed that a critical eye may difcover
fome loofe and general references but as they bear a
very inconfiderable proportion to the whole mafs,
they cannot fupport or even excufe a falfe and un
generous accufation, which mult refle@ difhonoy
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either on the obje&@ or on the author of it. If the
examples in which I have occafionnally deviated
from my ordinary practice were {pecified and exami-
ned, I am perfuaded that they might always be fair-
ly attributed to one of the following reafons. 1. In
fome rare inftances, which 1 have never attempted
to conceal 1 havebeen obliged to adopt quotations,
which where expreffed with lefs accuracy than I
could have wilbed. 2.1may have accidentally recol-
le@ed the fenfe of a paffage which I'had formerly
read without being able to find the place, orcven
to tranfcribe from memory the precife words. 3. The
whole tra® {as in a remarkable inftance of the fe-
cond apology of Juftin Martyr) was fo (hort, that
a more particular defcription was not required.
4. The form of the compofition fupplied the want of a
docal reference; the preceding mention of the year
fixed the paffage of the annalift; and the reader was
guided to the proper fpot.in the commentaries of
‘Grotius Valefius, or Godefroy, by the more accu-
rate citation of their original author. 5. The idca
which I was defirous of communicating to the reader,
was fometimes the general refult of the author or trea-
tife that 1 had quoted; nor was it poffible to confine,
within the narrow limits of a particular reference,
the fenfe or fpirit which was mingled with the whole
mals. Thefe motives are either laudable, or at leaft
innocent. In two of thefe exceptions, my ordinary
mode of citation was fuperfluous in the other three,
1t was impracticable.

In quoting a comparifon which Tertullian had
ufed to exprefs the rapid increafe of the Marcionites,



ERRORCOY
THLERESS,

z VINDICATION OF
I exprefsly declared that I was obliged to quote it
from memory”. If have been guilty of comparing
them to lees inltead of wafps, I can however moft
fincerely difclaim the fagacious fufpicion of Mr. Da.
vis*, who imagines that was teggpted to amend the
fimile of Tertullian from an improper partiality for
thofe odious heretics.

A refeript of Diocletian, which declared 24e old
law (not an old law had been alledged by me on
the refpe@able authority of Fra-Paolo. The exami-
ner, who thinks that he has turned overthe pages of
the Theodofian code, informs his reader that it
may be found, vi. tit. xxiv. leg. 8.; he will be furpri-
fed to learn that this refcript could notbe foundin a
code where it does not exift but that it may diftinét.
ly be read in the fame number, the fame title, and
the fame book of the copk of JusTiNIAN. He who
is fevere fhould at leaft be juft: yetI fhould pro.
bably have difdained this minute animadverfion, un-
lefs it had [erved to difplay the general ignorance of
the critic in the hiftory of the Roman jurifprudence.
If Mr. Davis had not been an abfolute ftranger, the
molft treacherous guide could not have perfuaded him
that a refcript of Diocletian was to be found in the
Theodofian code, which was defigned only to pre-
ferve the laws of Conftantine and his fucceffors:

Compendiofam (fays Theodofius himfelf} Diva.
lium Conftitutionum {cientiam ex D. Conftantini
temporibus roboramus.” (Novell. ad calcem

Cod. Theod. L. i. tit. i. leg. 1.)
I1. Few objeés are below the notice of Mr. Davis,

and his criticifm is never fo formidable as when it is
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directed againft the guilty corrector of the prefs,
who on fome occafions has fhown himfelf negligent
of my fame and of his own. Some errors have arifen
from the omiffion of letters; from the confufion of
ciphers, which perhaps were not very diftinctly
markedin the original manufcript. The two of the
Roman and, the eleven of the Arabic numerals, have
beenunfortunatelymiflaken foreach other; the fimilar
forms ofa2anda3, a sanda6, a3zandang, baveim-
properly been tranfpofed Antolycus for Autolycus,
Idolatria for Idololatria, Holfterius for Holftens,
had efcaped my own obfervation as well as the dili-
gence of the perfon who was employed to revife
the fheets of my Hiftory. Thefe important errors,
from the indulgence of a deluded Public, have been
multiplied in the numerous impreffions of three dif-
ferent editions; and for the prefent I can only lament
my own defeés, while 1 deprecate the wrath of Mr.
Davis, who feems ready to infer that I cannot either
read or write. Ifincerely admire his patient indufltry,
which I defpair of being able to imitate; butifa fu-
ture edition {hould ever be required, I could wifh to
obtain, on any reafonable terms, the fervices of fo
ufeful a corrector.

111. Mr. Davis had been directed by my references P1rrex.
to feveral paflages of Optatus Milevitanus and of rion
the Bibliothéque Eccléfiaftique of IM. Dupin IHe
eagerly conlults thofe places is unfuccefsful and is
happy. Sometimes the place which I have quoted
does not offer any of the circumftances which I had
alledged ,fometimes only afew and fometimes the

fame paflages exhibit a fenfe totally adverfe and re.
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pugnant tomine. Thefe (hameful mifreprefentations
incline Mr. Davis to fulped that I have never con-
fulted the original, (not even of a common French
book!) and he afferts his right to cenfure my pre-
fumption. Thefe important charges form two diftinét
articles in the lit of mifreprefentations but Mr. Davis
has amufed himlelf with adding to the flips of the pen
or of the prefs, fome complaints of his ill fuccefs,
when he attempted to verify my quotations from
Cyprian and from Shaw’s Travels

The fuccefs of Mr. Davis would indeed have been
fomewhat extraordinary, unlefs he had confulted
the fame editions as well as the fame places. I fhall
content myfelf with mentioning the editions’which I
have ufed, and with affuring him, that if he renews his
fearch he will not, or rather that he will, be
difappointed.

Mr. Gibbon’s Editions, Mr. Davis’s Editions.
Optatus Milevitanus, by Du. Fol, Antwerp, 1902.

pin, fol, Paris, 1700.
Dupin. Bibliothéque Eccléfia- §vo. Paris, 1687.

ftique, 4to. Paris 1690.Cypriani Opera, Edit. Fell, Moft probably Oxon, 1682.
fol. Amfterdam, £700.

Shaw's Travels, 4to. London, The folio Edition.

1787.
IV. The nature of my fubje& had led me to men-

tion, not the real origin of the Jews, but their firft
appearance to the eyes of other nations; and cannot
avoid tranfcribing the fhort paffage in which I had
introduced them. The Jews, who under the Afly-

rian and Perfian monarchies had languifhed for
many ages the moft defpifed portion of their fla-
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yes, emerged from their obfcurity under the fuc-
ceffors of Alexander. And as they multiplied to a
furprifing degree in the ealt, and afterwards in the
weft, they foon excited the curiofity and wonder
of other nations This fimple abridgment feems

1n its turn to have excited the wonder of Mr, Davis
whofe furprife almoft renders him eloquent. “What

a {trange affemblage,” fays he, is here It is
like Milton’s chaos without bound, without di.
menfion where time and place areloft. Infhort,
what does this difplay afford us, but a deal of
boyifh coloring to the prejudice of much good
hiftory 2” If 1 rightly underftand Mr. Davis’s

language he cenfures, as a piece of confufed decla-
mation, the paffage which he has produced from my
Hiflory; and if[ colle@ the angry criticifms which
he has fcattered over twenty pages of controverfy
I think I can difcover that there is hardly a period,
or even a word, in this unfortunate paffage, which
has obtained the approbation of the Examiner.

As nothing canefcape his vigilance, he cenfures
me for including the twelve tribes of Ifracl under the

common appellation of JEWS’, and for extending
the name of ASSYRIANS to the fubjeé@s of the kings
of Babylon and again cenfures me becaufe fome
fads which are affirmed orinfinuated in my text, do
not agree with the ftri@ and proper limits which he
has affigned to thofe national denominations. The
name of Jews has indeed been eftablifhed by the
{ceptre of the tribe of Judal and, in the times which
precede the capuvity it isufed in the mdre general
fenfe with fome fort of impropriety but furely I am
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not peculiarly charged with a fault which has been
confecrated with the confent of twenty centuries, the
practice of the belt writers, ancient as well as ma-
dern (fee Jofephus and Prideaux, even in the titles
of their refpe@ive works, and by the ufage of mo-
dern languages of the Latin, the Greek, and if]
may credit Reland, of the Hebrew itfelf (fee Paleftin,
L.1i.c. 6.). With regard to the other word, that of
Affyrians, moftaffuredly I will notlofe myfelf in the
labyrinth of the Afiatic monarchies before the age of
Cyrus; nor indeed 1s any more required for my jufti-
fication, thanto prove that-Babylon was confidered
as the capital and royal feat of Affyria. If Mr. Davis
were a man of learning, I might be morofe enough
to cenfure his ignorance of ancient geography, and
to overwhelm him under a load of quotations,
which might be collected and tranfcribed with very
lictle trouble: but asI mufi fuppofe that he has recei-
ved a claffical education, I might have expe@ed him
to have read the firft book of Herodotus where that
hiltorian defcribes in the cleareft and moftelegant
terms, the fituation and greatnefs of Babylon:
Tus of ACsuping TO JAY ROU KOH ONAN TWONCMETO MEYOENL TINAK

T0 OF CVOMRFOTOTOV ois iFyvporaroy xo tydo €Qi 5 Nibov avasoron
vevomenns Ta Boridnioe xariguxey s wv BaSay, Clio. 178.)
I may be furprifed that he fhould be fo little conver-
fant with the Cyropedia of Xenophon, in the
whole courfe of which the King of Babylon, the
adverfary of the Medes and Perfians, is repeatedly
mentioned by the Qtyle and title of THE ASSYRIAN,
'O of Agousisgs o Babuawve TE Exwy Hou Tv ala Acoupiav.
{L.ii.p. 102, 103, edit. Hutchinfon.) But there

remains
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remains fomething more: and Mr. Davis mult apply
the fume reproaches of inaccuracy, if not ignorance,
to the prophet Ifaial who, in the name of Jchovah,
announcing the downfal of Babylon and the delive-
rance of lfrael, declares with an oath. And as

have purpofed the thing hall Rand: to ciufh the
ASSYRIAN in my land and to trample him on my
mountains. Then {hall his yoke depart from off
them; and his burden fhall be removed from off
their Mhoulders. (1faiah, xiv. 24. 25. Lowth’s

new tranflation. See likewife the Bithop’s note,
P-98,) Our old tranflation exprefles, with lefs ele.
gance the fame meaning but mention with plea-
fure the labors of a refpe&@able Prelate, who in this,
as well as in a former work, bas very happily united
the molt critical judgment, with the alte and fpiric
of poetry.

The jealoufy which Mr. Davis affects for the ho-
nor of the Jewifh people will not fuffer him to allow
that they were flaves to the conquerors of the Eaft:
and while he acknowledges that they were tributary
and dependent, he feems defirous of introducing,
or even inventing, fome, milder expreflion of the
ftate of vallalage and fubfervience fiom whence

"Tacitus afflumed the words of defpectiffima pars fer-
vientium. Has Mr. Davis never heard of the diftinc-
tion of civil and political flavery Is he ignorant
that even the natural and victorious fubjeé&s of an
Afiatic defpot have been defervedly marked with
the opprobrious epithet of flaves by every writer ac-
guaiited with the name and advantage of freedom
Does he not know that under {uch a government,

VoL. V. C
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the yoke is impofed with double weight on the
necks of the vanquufhed as the rigor of tyranny is
aggravated by theabufe of conquelt? From the firlt
invafion of Judxa by the arms of the Affyrians, to
the fubverfion of the Perfian monarchy by Alexan.
der, there elapfed a period of above {our hundred
years, which included about twelve ages or genera.
tions of the human race. Aslong asthe Jews alerted
their independence, they repeatedly fuflered every
calamity which the rage and infolence of a victorious
cnemy could infli¢t: the throne of David was over-
turned, the temple and city were reduced to afhes,
and the whole land a circomftance perhaps unparals
leled in bhillory, remained threefcore and ten years
without inhabitants and without cultivation. (2
Chronicles xxxvi. 21.) According to an inftitution
which has long prevailed in Afia, and particularly
in the Turkifh government, the moft beautiful and
ingenious youths were carefully educated in the pa-
lace, where fuperior merit {fometimes introduced
thefe fortunate flaves to the favor of the conqueror,
and to the honors of the ftate, (See the book and
example of Daniel.) The reft of the unhappy Jews
experienced the hardfhips of captivity and exile in
diftant lands and whileindividuals were oppreffed,
the nation feemed to be diffolved or annihilated.
The gracious edié& of Cyrus was offered to all thofe
who worfhipped the God of Ifraehin the temple of
Jerufalem; but it was accepted by no more than for-
ty-two thoufand perfdns of either fex and of every
age, and of thefe about thirty thoufand derived their
origin from the tribes of Judah, of Benjamin, and of
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Levi. (See Ezra, i. Nehemiah, vii. and Prideaux’s
Connexions, vol. i. p. 107. fol. edit. London, 7:8)
The inconfiderable band of exiles, who returned to
inhabit the land of their fathers cannot be computed
as the hundred and fiftieth part of the mighty people
that had been numbered by the impious rafhnefs of
David. After afurvey, which did not comprehend
the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, the monarch was
affured that he reigned over one million five hundred
and feventy thoufand men that drew {word Chro-
nicles, xxi 1—6), and the country of Judica muft
have contained near feven millions of frce mhbabi-
tants. The progrefs of reftoration is always lcfs ra.
pid than that of deftruction Jerufalem, which had
been ruined in a few months, was rebuilt by the flow
and interrupted labors of a whole century; and the
Jews, who gradually multiplied in their native feats,
enjoyed a fervile and precarious exiftence which
depended on the capricious will of their mafter. The
books of Ezra and Nehemiah do not afford a very
pleafing view of their fitvation under the Perfian em-
pire and the book of Efther exhibits a molt extra-
ordinary inftance of the degree of eftimation in
which they were held atthe court of Sufa. A minifter
addrefled his king in the following words, which
may be confidered asa commentary on the defveltiffi.
ma pars fervientium of the Roman hiftorian: Aud

Haman faid to king Ahafuerus, There is a certain
people fcattered abroad and difperfed among the
people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and
their laws are diverfe from all people, neither
keep they the King’s laws therefore 1t is not for

C2
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the King’s profit to fuffer them. If it pleale the
King, let it be written that they may be deftroyed;
and I will pay ten thoufand talents of filver to
the bands of thofe that have the charge of the
bufinefs, to bringitto the King’s treafures. And
the king took his ring from his hand, and eave it
to Haman, the fon of Hammedatha the Agagite,
the Jews’ enemy. And the king faid unto Haman,
The filveris given unto thee; the people allo, to
do with them as it feemeth good to thee. (Efiher,

iii 8—11.) This trifling favor was afked by the Mi-
nifter, and granted by the Monarch, with an eafy
indifference, which expreffed their contempt for
the lives and fortunes of the Jews the bufinefs paffed
without difficulty through the forms of office; and
had Efther been lefs lovely, orlefs beloved, afingle
day would have confummated the univerfal flaugh-
ter of a fubmiffive people, to whom no legal defence
was allowed, and from whom no refiftance feems to
have been dreaded. I am a ftranger to Mr. Davis’s
political principles but I fhould think that the epi-
thet of Slaves, and of defpifed flaves, may, without
injuftice, be applied to a captive nation, over
whofe head the {word of tyranny was fufpended by
fo {lender a thread.

The policy of the Macedonians was very diffe-
rent from that of the Perfians and yet Mr. Davis,
whorelu&antly confeffes that the Jews were oppref-
fed by the former, does not underftand how long
they were favored and protected by the latter In
the thock of thofe revolutions which divided the em-
pire of Alexander, Judza, like the other provinces,
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experienced the tranfient ravages of an advancing or

retreating enemy, who led away a multitude of cap-
tives. But, in the age of Jofephus, the Jews [till
enjoyed the privileges granted by the kings of Afia
and Egypt, who had fixed numerous colonies of that
nation in the new cities of Alexandria, Antioch,
&c. and placed them 1a the fame honorable condition
(teomonirag ssorinus as the Greeks and Macedonians
themfelves. (Jofeph. Antiquitat. L. xii. c. 1. 3. Ps
585. 596. vol. 1. edit. Havercamp Had they been
treated with lefs indulgence, their fettlement in thofe
celebrated cities, the feats of commerce and learning,
was enough to introduce them to the knowledge
of the world, and to jultify my abfurd propofition,
that they emerged from obfcurity under the fucceffors
of Alexander.

The Jews remained and flourifhed under the mild
dominion of the Macedonian princes, till they were
compelled to affert their civil and religious rights
againft Antiochus Epiphanes, who had adopted new
maxims of tyranny ;and the age of the Maccabees is
perhaps the moft glorious period of the Hebrew an-
nals. Mr. Davis, who on this occafion 1s bewilder-
ed by the fubtlety of Tacitus, does not comprehend
why the hiftorian fhould afcribe the independence of
the Jews to three negative caufes, *Macedonibus

invalidis, Parthis nondum adultis, Romani
procul aberant.” To the underftanding of the

critic, Tacitus might as well have obferved, that
the Jews were not deftroyed by a plague, a famine,
or an earthquake and Mr. Davis cannot fee for his
own part, any reafon why they may not have ele€ed

Cs
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kings of their own two or three hundred years be.
fore Such indeed was not the reafon of Tacitus:
he probably confidered that every nation, depreffed
by the weight of a foreign power, naturally rifes to-
wards the furface, as foon as the preflure is remo-
ved; and he might think that, in a fhort and rapid
hiflory of the independence of the Jews, it was fuffi-
cient for him to thow that the obQtacles did not exift,
which, in an earlier or in a later period, would have
checked their efforts. The curious reader, who has
Ieifure to fludy the Jewifh and Syrian hiftory will
difcover, that the throne of the Afmon=zan princes
was confirmed by the two great vi@ories of the
Parthians over Demetrius Nicator, and Antiochus
Sidetus (fee Jofeph. Antiquitat. Jud. L «xiii c. 5,6.
8. 9. Juftin. xxxvi. 1. xxxviii. 10 with Uther and
Prideaux, before Chrift 141 and 130); and the ex-
preflion of Tacitus, the more clofely it is examined,
will be the more rationally admired.

My quotations are the obje@ of Mr. Davis’s
criticifm as well as the text of this fhort, but
obnoxious paflage. He corres the error of my
memory which had fuggcfted fervitutis inftead of
fervientium and fo natural is the alliance between
truth and moderation, that on this occafion he
forgets his chara&ter, and candidly acquits me of
any malicious defign to mifreprefent the words of
Tacitus. The other references, which are contain.
ed in the firft and fecond Notes of my Fifteenth
Chapter, are connected with each other, and can
only be miftaken after they have been forcibly
feparated. The filence of Herodotus is a fair
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evidence of the obfcurity of the Jews who had cfca-
ped the eyes of fo curious a traveller. Thelews are
fi: mentioned by Juftin, when he relates the fiege
of Jerufalem by Antiochus Sidetes; and the con-
quelt of Judxa, by the arms of Pompey, cngaged
Diodorusand Dion to introduce that ingular nation
to the acquaintance of their readers, Thefe epochs,
which are within feventy years of each other, mark
the age in which the Jewifh people, emerging from
their obfcurity, began to act a part in the fociety
of nations, and to excite the curiofitv of the Greek
and Roman hiftorians. For that purpofeonly, 1had
appealed to the authority of Diodorus Siculus, of
Juftin, or rather of Trogus Pompeius, and of Dion
Caffius. 1f 1 had defigned to inveftigate the Jewi(h
antiquities realon, as well as faith, muft have di-
rected my inquiries to the Sacred Books, which,
even as human produé&ions, would deferve to be
ftudied as one of the moft curious and original mo-
numents of the Eaft.

1 ftand accufed, though notindeed by Mr. Davis,
for profanely depreciating the promifed Land, as well
as the chofen People. The gentleman withoutaname
has placed this charge in the front of his battle
and if my memory does not deceive me, it is one
of the few remarks in Mr. Apthorpe’s book, which
have any immediate relation to my Hiftory. They
feem to confider in the light of a reproach, and of
an unjuft reproach, the idea which I had given of
Paleftine, as of a territory fcarcely fuperior to Wales
in extent and fertility and they ftrangely con.
vert a geographical obfervation into a theological

C4



24 VINDICATION OF
error. When I recolle@ed that the imputation of
a fimilar error was employed by the implacable Cal.
vin, to precipitate and to juftify the execution of
Servetus, Imufl applaud the felicity of this country,
and of this age, which bas difarmed, if it could nct
mollity, the fiercenefs of ecclefiaftical criticifm. Set
Dictionnaire Critique de Chauffepié, tom 1v. p. 223)

As I had compared the narrow extent of Phe.
niciaand Paleftine wich the important bleflings which
thofe celebrated countries had diffufed over the ref
of the earth, their minute {ize hecame an objet
not of cenfure but of praife.

Ingentes animos anguflo in peélore verfant.
The precife meafure of Paleftine was taken from

Tcempleman’s Survey of the Globe: he allows to
Wales 7011 fquare Englifh miles, to the Morea or
Peloponnefus 7220, to the Seven United Provin.
ces 7546, and to Judea or Paleftine 7600. The
difference is not very confiderable, and if any of
thefe countries has been magnified beyond its real
fize, Afia is more liable than Europe to have been
affe&ted by the inaccuracy of Mr, Templeman’s maps.
To the authority of this modern {urvey, I fhall only
add the ancient and weighty teftimony of Jeram,
who paffed in Paleftine above thirty years of his
life. From Dan to Berfhebah, the two fixed and
proverbial boundaries of the Holy Land, he reckon}
no more than one hundred and fixty miles Hicro-
nym. ad Dardanum, tom. iii. p. 66.), and the breadth
of Paleftine cannot by any expedient be firetched
to one half of its length, (See Reland, Paleflin.
L.ii. c. 8 p. 421.)
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The degrees and limits of fertility cannot be

alcertained with the firiét fimplicity of geographical
meafures. Whenever we [peak of the produ&ions
of the earth, in different climates, our ideas muft
be relative, our expreffions vague and doubtful;
nor can we always diltinguifh between the gifts of
Nature and the rewards of induftry. The emperar
Frederick II., theenemy and the victim of the Cler-
gy, is accufed of faying, after his return from his
Crufade, that the God of the Jews would have de.
{piled his promifed land, if he had once feen the
fruitful realms of Sicily and Naples. (See Giannone
Iftoria Civile del Regno di Napoli, tom. ii. p. 245.)
This raillery, which malice bas perhaps falfely im-
puted to Frederick is inconfliltent with truth and
piety; yet it muft be confeffed, that the {oil of Palef-
tine does not contain that inexhaultible, and as it
were {pontaneous principle of fecundity, which,
under the moft unfavorable circumftance, bas co-
vered with rich barvefts the banks of the Nile, the
fields of Sicily, or the plains of Poland. The Jordan
is the only navigable river of Paleftine: a confi-
derable part of the narrow [pace is occupied, or rather
loft, in the Dead Sea, whofe horrid afpe@ infpires
every fenfation of difgult, and countenances every

tale of horror. The diftri&ts which border on Arabia
partake of the fandy quality of the adjacent defert.
The face of the country, except the fea.coalt and
the valley of the Jordan, is covered with mountains,
which appear for the moft part as naked add barren
rocks; and in the neighbourhood of Jerufalem there
1s a real fcarcity of the two elements of earth and
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water. (See Maundrel's Travels, p. 65, and Reland
Paleftin. tom. 1. p. 238 395.) Thefe diladvantages,
which now operate in their fullelt extent, were for-
merly corrected by the labors of a numerous people,
The hills were clothed with rich beds of artificial
mould the rain was colle@ed in vaft cifterns, a fup-
ply of frefh water was conveyed by pipes and aque-
duds to the dry lands, the breed of cattle was en-
couraged in thofe parts which were not adapted for
tillage, and almoft every fpot was compelled to yield
fome produéion for the ufe of the inhabitants. (See
the fame teftimonies and obfervations of IVlaundrel
and Reland

Pater ipfe colendi
Haud facilem effe viam voluit primufque per artem

Movit agros curis acuens mortalia corda
Nec torpere gravi paffus sua REGNA veterno.

Such are the ufeful viories which have been at
chieved by Ma~ onthe lofty mountains of Switzer.
land, along the rocky coaft of Genoa, and upon the
barren hills of Paleftine and fince Wales has flou-
rifhed under the influence of Englifh freedom, that
rugged country has furely acquired fome {hare of
the fame indufltrious merit and the fame artificial
fertility. Thofe Critics who interpret the compari.
fon of Paleftine and Wales as a tacit, libel on the
former, arc themfelves guilty of an unjuft fatire
againflt the latter, of thofe countries. Such is the
injuftice of Mr. Apthorpe and of the anonymous
Gentleman but if Mr. Davis (as we may fufpeé
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from his name) is himfelf of Cambrian origin, his
patriotifm on this occafion has protected me from
his zeal.

V. I {hall begin this article by the coofeffion of
an error which candor might perhaps excufe, but
which my Adverfary magnifies by a pathetic interro-
gation. When he tells us, that he has carefully

examined all the original materials, are we to
believe him or is it hisdefign to try how far the
credulity and eafly difpofition of the age will fuffer
him to proceed unfulpe@ed and undifcovered 9»

Quoufyue tandem abuteris Catilina patientia noflra
In {peaking of the danger of idolatry, I had quo-

ted the pitturefque expreflion of Tertullian, “Re-
cogita fylvam quant Iatitant fpinx, and

finding it marked c. 10. in my Notes, 1 bhaftily,
though naturally added de Idololatria, inftead of
de Corona Militis and referred to one Treatife of
Tertullian inltead of another’ And now let me
afk in my turn, whether Mr. Davis had any real
knowledge of the paffage which I had mifplaced, or
whether he made an ungenerous ufe of his advan.
tage, to infinuate that L had invented or perverted
the words of Tertullian? Ignorance is lefs criminal
than malice, and I fhall be fatisfied if he will plead
guilty to the wilder charge.

The fame obfervation may be extendedto a paf-
fage of Le Clerc, whichaflerts, in the cleareft terms,
the ignorance of the morc ancient Jews with regard
to a future ftate, Le Clerc lay open before me,
but while my eye moved from the book to the paper,
I tranfcribed the reference c. 1. fe@. 8 inftead of
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fe. 1. from the natural, but erroneous per-

18

fuafion, that Chapter exprefled the larger, and Se¢tlon
the fmaller divifion and this difference of fuch
trifling moment and fo eafily rectified, holds a diftin-
guifhed place in the hit of Mifreprefentations which

adorn Mr. Davis's Table of Contents But to
return to Tertullian.

The infernal picture which I had produced
from that vehement writer, which excited the horror
of every humane reader, and which even Mr. Da-
vis will not explicitly defend, has furnifhed him
with a few critical cavils*'. Happy fhould think
myfelf, if the materials of my Hiftory could be al-
ways expofed to the Examination of the Public;
and I hall be content with appealing to the impartial
Reader, whether my Verfion of this Paffage is not
as fair and as faithful as the more literal tranflation
which Mr. Davis hasexhibited in an oppofite column,
1 hall only juftify two expreffions which have pro-
voked hisindignation. 1.1 had obferved that the
zealous African purfues the infernal defcription in
a long variety of affected and unfeeling witticifms;
the inftances of Gods, of Kings, of Magiltrates,
of Philofophers, of Poets, of Tragedians, were
introduced into my Tranflation. Thofe which I
had omitted, relate to the Dancers, the Chario-
teers, and the Wreftlers; and it is almolt impof-
fible to exprefs thofe conceits which are connected
with the language and manners of the Romans.
But the reader will be fufficiently (hocked, when
heis informed that Tertullian alludes to theimprove=-
ment which the agility of the Dancers, the red
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livery of the Charioteers, and the attitudes of the
We:ltlers, would derive from the effe@s of fire.

Tunc hiftriones cognofcendi folutiores multo per
jgnem tunc fpectandus Auriga in flammea rota
totus ruber, Tunc Xyftici contemplandi, nonin
Gymnalfiis, fed in ignejaculati.” 2.1. cannot re-

fufe to anfwer Mr. Davis's very particular queftion,
Why I appeal to Tertullian for the condemnation
of the wifeft and molt virtuous of the Pagans? Be-
caufe 1 am inclined to beltow that epithet on Tra-
jan and the Antonines, Homer and Euripides, Pla-
to and Ariftotle, who are all manifeltly included
within the fiery delcription which I had produced.

I am accufed of mifquoting Tertullian ad Scapu-
lam as an evidence that Martyrdoms were I1tely
introduced into Africa Befides Tertullian, 1 had
quoted from Ruinart (Aca Sincera, p. 84.) the Ads
of the Scyllitan Martyrs; and a very moderate know-
ledge of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory would have informed
M;r. Davis, that the two authorities thus conne@ed
eltablifh the propofition afferted in my Text. Ter.
tullian, in the above-mentioned Chapter, {peaks of
‘one of the Proconfuls of Africa, Vigellius Saturni-
nus, “qui primus hic gladium in nos egit; the
A&a Sincéra reprefent the fame Magiftrate as the
Judge of the Scyllitan Martyrs and Ruinart, with
the confent of the beft critics, afcribes their fufferines
to the perfecution of Severns. Was it my fault if
Mr. Davis was incapable of fupplying the inter-
mediate ideas

Is it Jikewife neceffary that I fhould juftify the
frequefft ufe which I have made of Tertullian? His
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copious writings difplay a lively and interrefting
picaure of the primitive Church, and the fcantinefs of
original materials fcarcely left me the liberty of
choice. Yetas I was {enfible, that the Montani{m of
Tertullian is the convenient fcreen which our ortho-
dox Divines have placed before his errors, I have,
with peculiar caution, confined myfelfto thofe works
which were compofed in the:more eatly and founder
part of his life.

As acollateral juftification of my frequent appeals
to this African Prefbyter, 1 had introduced, in the
third edition of my Hiftory, two pallages of Jerom
and Prudentius, which prove that Tertullian was
the mater of Cyprian, and that Cyprian was the
muafter of the Latin Church’ Mr. Davis affures
me however, that fhould have done better not
to have “added this note as I have only accu-

mulatad my inaccuracies.” One inaccuracy he
indeed detected, an error of the prefs, Hicronym.
de Viris illultribus, c. 53 for 63; but this advan.
tage is dearly purchaled by Mr. Davis. Eidos vor
adwrxney which he produces as the original words
of Cyprian, has a braver and more learned found,
than Da magifirum but the quoting in Greek, a
fentence which was pronounced, and is recorded,
in Latin, feems to bear the mark of the moft ridi-
culous pedantry; unlefs [VIr. Davis, confulting for
the firt time the Works of Jerom, miftook the Ver-
fion of Sophronius, which is printed in the oppofite
column, for the Text of his original Author My re-
ference to Prudentius, Hymn. xiii. 100 can not fo
eafily be juftificd as I prefumptuoufly believed that
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my critics.would continue toread till they came to a
full ftop. 1 fhall now place before them, not the
firlt verfe only but the entire period, which they
will find full, exprefs, and fatisfadory. The Poet
fays of St. Cyprian, whom he places in Heaven,

Nec minus involitat terris, nec ab hoc recedit orbe:
Differit, eloguirur, traltat, docet, inflruit, prophetat;
Nec Liby= populos tantum reget, exit ufgue in ortumn
Solis, ufque obitum Gallos fovet imbuit Britannos,
Prefidet Helperiz, Chriflum ferit ultimis Hibernis.

VI. Oaethe {fubjeétof the imminent dangers which Surriews
the Apocalypfe has fo narrowly efcaped Mr, Da- Stveros avo
vis accufes me of mifreprefenting the fentiments ot .Fea-Paoro.
Sulpicius Severus and Fra- Paolo with this dif-
ference, however, that I was incapable of reading
or underftanding the text of the Latin author; but
that T willfully perverted the fenfe of the Italian
hiftorian. Thefe imputations I (hall eafily wipe
away, by fhowing that, in the firlt inftance, lam’
probably in the right; and that, in the fecond, he
is certainly in the wrong.

1. The concife and elegant Sulpicius, who has
been jultly ftyled the Chriftian Salluft, after men-
tioning the exile and Revelations of St. John in
the ifle of Patmos, obferves (and furely the obfer.
vation is in the language of complaint), Librum

facrz Apocalypfis, qui quidem aplerifque aut fulte
aut impie non recipitur, confcriptum edidit.”

am found guilty of fuppofing plerique to fignify the
greater number whereas Mr. Davis, with Stephens’s
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Dictionary in his hand, is able to prove that pleriqie
has not always that extenfive meaning, and that a
claffic of good authority has ufed the word ina much
more limited and qualified fenfe. Let the Examiner
therefore try to apply his exception to this particus
lar cafe. For my part, I fland under the protection
of the general ufage of the Latin language, and
with a ftrong prefumption in favor of the juftice of
my caufe, or at lealt of the Innocence and fairnefs
of my intentions; fince 1 bave tranflated a familiar
word, according to its acknowledged and ordinary
acceptation.

But, «ifl had looked into the paflage,. aud found
that Sulpicius Severus there exprefolstazells uss
that the Apocalypfe was the work of St. John, I
could not have committed fo unfortunate a blunder,
as to cite this Father as faying, That the greater
number of Chriftians denied its Canonical aue
thority Unfortunate indeed would have been

my blunder bad I alferted that the fame Chriftians
who denied its Canonical authority, admitted it to
be the work of an Apoftle, Such indeed was the
opinion of Severus himfelf, and his opinion has
obtained the fané&ion ofthe Church but the Chrifs
tians whom he taxes with folly or impiety for rejecting
this facred book muft have fupported their error
by attributing the Apocalypfe to fome uninfpired
writer; to John the Prefbyter, or to Cerinthus the
Heretic.

Ifthe rules of grammar and of logic authorize, or
at lealt allow me to tranflate plerique by the greater
number the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the fourth cen

tury,
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tury illuftrates and juftifies this obvious interpreta.
tion. From a fair comparifon of the populoufnefs
and learning of the Greek and Latin Churches, may
I not conclude that the former contained the greazer
number of Chriftians qualified to pafs fentence on a
myflerious prophecy compofed in the Greek lan.
guage? May I not affirm, on the authority of
St. Jerom, that the Apocalyple was generally rejected
by the Greek Churches? Quod fi eam (the Epiftle

tothe Hebrews) Latinorum confuetudo nonrecipit
inter Scripturas Canonicas; nec Grecorum Fccle-
{ix Apocalypfim Johannis eadem libertate fufci-
piunt. Ettamen nos utramque fufcipimus, nequa-
quam hujus temporis confuetudinem fed veterum
auctoritatem fequentes.” Epiftol. ad Dardanum,

tom. iil. p. 68
It is not my defign to enter any farther into the

controverted hiltory of that famous book but 1 am
called upon’ to defend my Remark that the Apoca-
lypfe was tacitly excluded from the {acred canon by
the council of Laodicea. Canon LX.) To defend
my Remark, I need only ftate the fact in a fimple but
more particular manner. The aflembled Bifhops of
Afia, after enumerating all the books of the Old and
New Teftament which fhould be read in churches,
omit the Apocalypfe, and the Apocalypfe alone; at
a time when it was rejected or queftioned by many
pious and learned Chriftians, who might deduce a
very plaufible argument from the fileace of the
Synod.

a. When the Council of Trent refolved to pro-
nounce fentence on the Canon of Scripture, the

Vou V,
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opinion which prevailed, after fome debate, was
to declare the Latin Vulgate authentic and alinof!
infallible; and this fentence, which was guarded by
formidable anathemas, fecured all the books of the
Old and New Teftament which compofed that
ancient verflion, “che {i dichiaraffero tutti in tutte le

parti come (i trovano nella Bibbia Latina, effer di
Divina ed vgual autoritd,” (Iftoria del Concilio

Tridentino, L. ii. p. 147. Helmftade Vicenza) 1761.)
When the merit of that verfion was dilcuffed the
majority of the theologians urged, with confidence
and fuccefs, thatit was abfolutely neceflary to receive
the Vulgate as authentic and infpired, unlefs they
wifhed to abandon the vi&ory to the Lutherans,
and the honors of the church to the Grammarians.

In contrario della maggior parte dei theologi cra
detto.... che quefti nuovi Grammatici confon-
deranno ogni cofa, e fark farli giudici ed arbitri
della fede; ed in luogo dei teologi e canonifti,
converra tener il primo conto nell’ allumere a Vef-
covati e Cardinalati dei pedanti” (lRtoria del

Concilio Tridentino, L. ii. p-149.) The fagacious
hiftorian, who had ftudied the Council, and the
judicious Le Courayer, who had Rudied his author
(Hiloire du Concile de Treate, tom. i. p. 245.
Londres 1736.), confider this ridiculous realon as the
moft powerful argument which influenced the deba.
tes of the Council: but Mr. Davis, jealous of the
honor of a fynod which placed tradition on a level
with the Bible, affirms that Fra-Paolo bas given
another more fubflantial reafon on which thefe
Popifh bihops built their determination, That after
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dividing the books under their conlideration into
three clafles; of thofe which had been always held
for divine of thofe whofe authenticity had formerly
been doubted, but which by ufe and cuftom had
acquired canonical authority; and of thofe which
had never been properly certified the Apocalypfe
was judicioufly placed by the Fathers of the Council
in the fecond of thele clafles.

The Italian paflage, which, for that purpole,
Mr. Davis has alledged at the bottom of his page, is
indeed taken from the text of Fra-Paolo; but the
reader, who will give himfelf the trouble, or rather
the pleafure, ofperufing that incomparable hiftorian,
will difcover that Mr. Davis has only miftaken a
motion of the oppofition, fora meafure of the admi-
niftration. He will ind that this critical divifion»
which is fo erroneoufly afcribed to the public reafon
of the council, was no more than the ineffectual
propofal of a temperate minority, which was foon
over-ruled by a majority of artful ftatefmen, bigotted
monks, and dependent bifhops.

We have here an evident proof that Mr. Gibbon
is equally expert in mifreprefenting a modern as
an ancient writer, or that he wilfully conceals the
moft material reafon, with a defign, no doubt,
to inflil into his reader a notion, that the authen-
ticity of the Apocalypfe is built on the flighteft
foundation
VII. 1 had cautioufly obferved (for I was apprized crzmzexs

of the obfcurity of the fubje@) that the Epiftle of
Clemens does not lead’ us to difcover any traces of
Epifcopacy cither at Corinth or Rome In this

D2
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obfervation I particularly alluded to the republican
form of falutation, “The church of God inhabiting

Rome, tothe church of God inhabiting Corinth;
without the leaft mention of a Bifhop or Prefident in
either of thofe ecclefiaftical affemblies.

Yet the piercing eye of Mr. Davis can difcover
not only traces but evident proofs, of Lipifcopacy,
in this Epiltle of Clemens; and he actually quotes
two paffages, in which he diltinguifhes by capital
letters the word Bisnops, whofe inftitution Clemens
refers to the Apolfiles themfelves. But can Mr. Davis
hope to gain credit by fuch egregious trifling While
we are fearching for the origin of bifhops, not merely
as an ccclefiaftical title, but as the peculiar name of
an order diltin@ from that of Prefbyters he idly
produces a palfage which, by declaring that the
Apoltles eftablifhed in every place bifhops and dea-
cons, evidently confounds the pre/byters with one
or other of thofe two ranks. 1 have neither inclina.
tion nor intereft to engage in a controver{y which I
had confidered only in a hiftorical light but I have
already faid enough to fhow, that there are more
traces of a difingenuous mind in Mr. Davis, than of
an epifcopal order in the Epiftle of Clemens.

VIL. Perhaps, on fome future occafion I may
examine the hiftorical chara&er of Eufebius; perhaps
I may inquire, how farit appears from his words and
a&tions, that the learned Bithop of C=zfarea was
averfe to the ufe of fraud when it was employed in
thefervice of religion. At prefent, Iam only con-
cerned to defend my own truth and honor, from the
reproach of mifreprefenting the fenfe of the ecclefiafe

Ve
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iical hiltorian. Some of the charges of Mr, Davis on
this head are fo ftrong, fo pointed, fo vehemently
urged that he feems to have {taked, on the event
of the trial, the merits of our refpe@ive characters.
If his aflfertions are trae, 1 deferve the contempt of
learned, and the abhorrence of good men. If they
are falfe. 4 x x x

1.1 had remarked, without any malicious intention,
that one of the feventeen Chriftians who fuffered at
Alexandria was likewife accufed of robbery Mr.
Davis fecms enraged, becaufe 1 did not add that
he was falfely accufed takes fome unneccflary pains
to convince me that the Greek word sevretuwr.ls f1gnie

fies fulfo accufatus, and can hardly think that any
one who had looked into the original, would dare
thus abfolutely to contradiét the plain teltimony
of the author he pretends to follow.” A {imple

narrative of this fact, in the relation of which Mu.
Davis has really fupprefled feveral material circum-
ftances, will afford the cleareft juftification.

Eufebius has preferved an original letter from
Dionyfius Bifhop of Alexandria to Fabius Bifthop of
Antioch, in which the former relates the circum-
ftances of the perfecution which had lately afflicted
the capital of Bgypt. He allows a rank among the
martyrs to one Nemefion, an Egyptian, who was
falfely or malicioufly accufed as a companion of
robbers. Before the Centurion he juftified himfelf
from this calumny, which did not relate to him; but
being charged as a Chriftian, he was brought in
chains before the governor. That unjuft magiftrate,
after inflicting on Nemefion a double meafure of firipes
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and tortures, gave orders that he fhould be burns
with the robbers. (Dionyf apud Euféb. L. vi. c. 41.)

It is evident that Dionyfius reprefents the religious
{ufferer asinnocent of the criminal accufation which
bad been falfely brought againft him. It is no lefs
evident, that whatever might be the opinion of the
Centurion, the fuprememagiftrate confidered Neme-
fion as guilty, and that he affected to how, by the
meafure of his tortures, and by the companions of
his execution, that he punithed him, not only as a
Chriftian but as a robber. The evidence againft
Nemefion 5, and that which might be produced in
his favor, arecqually loft; and the queftion which
fortunately is of little moment) of his guilt or inno-
cence refts folely on the oppolfite judgments of his
ecclefiaftical and civil fuperiors. 1 could eafily
perccive that both the bifhop and the governor were
a&uated by different paflionsand prejudices towards
the unhappy fufferer; but it was impoflible for me
to decide which of the two was the moft likely to
indulge his prejudices and paffions at the expenfe of
truth, In this doubtful fituation I conceived that I
had aed with the moft unexceptionable caution,
when I contented myfelf with obferving that Neme-
fion was accufed; a circumftance of a public and
authentic nature, in which both parties were agreed.

Mr. Davis will no longer alk, What poffible
evafion then can Mr. Gibbon have recourfe to, to
convince the world that I have falfely accufed Aim.
of a grofs mifreprefentation of Eufebius?
2. Mr. Davis charges me with falfifying (fa//i.

fying is a very ferious word) the teftimony of Eufe.
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bius; becaufe it fuited my purpofe to magnify the
humanity and even kindnefs of Maxentius towards
the afflicted Chriftians To fupport this charge,
he produces fome part of a chapter of Hufebius, the
Englith in his text, the Greck in his notes, and ma.
kes the ecclefiaftical hitorian exprefs himfclf in the
following terms: Although Maxentius at firlt

favored the Chriltians with a view of popularity,
yet afterwards, being addicted to magic, and
every other impiety, He exerted himfelf in perfe-
cuting the Chriftians, ina more fevere and deftruc-
tive manner than his predeceflors had done before

him.”
If it were 10 my power to place the volume and

chapter of Eufebius (Hift. Ecclel. L. viii. c. 14.)
before the eyes of every reader, 1 (hould be fatisfied
and filent. I fhould not be under the neceflity of
protefting, that in the paflage quoted, or rather
abridged by my adverfary the fecond member of
the period, which alone contradi¢ts my account of
MVaxentius, has not the moft diftant reference to that
odious tyrant. After diftinguifhing the mild conduc
which /e affected towards the Chriftians, Eulebius
proceeds to animadvert with becoming feverity on
the general vices of his reign; the rapes, the mur.
ders, the oppreflion, the promifcuous maflacres,

which 1 had faithfully related in their proper place,
and in which the Chriltians, notin their religious,
but in their civil capacity mult occafionally have
fhared with the reft of his unhappy fubje&s. The
ecclefialtical hiftorian then makes a tranfition to
another tyrant, the cruel Maximin, who carried
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away from his friend and ally Maxentius the prize of
fuperior wickednefs; for He was addicted to magic
arts, and was a cruel perfecutor of the Chriftians.
The evidence of words and fa&«. the plain meaning
of Eufebius the concurring teftimony of Caxcilius
or La&antius, and the {uperfluous authority of
verfions and commentators, eftiblith beyond the
reach of doubt or cavil, that Maximm, and not
Maxentius, is ftigmatized as a perfecutor, and that
Mr. Davis alone has deferved the reproach of fulfi-
fying the teflimony of Eulebius.

Let him examine the chapter on which he founds
his accufation. If in that moment his feelings are
not of the molt painful and humiliating kind, he
muft indeed be an object of pity

3. A grofs blunder is imputed to me by this polite
antagonift for quoting, under the name of Jerom,
the Chronicle which 1 ought to have defcribed as
the work and property of Eufebius and Mr. Davis
kindly points out the occafion of my blunder, That
it was the confequence of my looking no farther
than Dodwell for this remark and of not rightly
underftanding his reference. Perhaps the Hiftorian
of sthe Roman Empire may be credited, when he
affirms that he frequently confulted a Latin Chronicle
of the affairs of that empire and he may the {ooner
be credited if he fhows that he knows fomething
more of this Chronicle befides the name and the
title-page.

Mr. Davis, who talks fo familiarly of the Chro-
nicle of Eufebius, will be furprifed to liear that the
Greck original no longer exifts. Some chronological
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fragments which had fucceflively pafled through
the hands of Africanus and Eufebius, are ftill extant.
though in a very corrupt and mutilated ftate inthe
compilations of Syncellus and Cedrenus. They have
been colle@ed, and difpofed by the labor and inge-
nuity of Jofeph Scaliger but that proud critic, always
ready to applaud his own fuccefls, did not flatter
himfelf that he bad reftored the hundredth part of
the genuine Chronicle of Fufebius. IEx eo (Syncello)

omnia Eufebiana excerpfimus quic quidem depre-
hendere potuimus; que, quanquam ne centelima
quidem pars eorum efle videtur que ab Fufebio
relictafunt, aliquod tamen juftum volumen explere
poffunt.” (Jof Scaliger Animadverfiones in Grazca

Eufebii, in Thefauro Temporum, p. 401. Amftelod.
1658.) While the Chronicle of Eufebius was perfe&
and entire, the fecond book was tranflated into
Latin by Jerom, with the freedom, or rather licence,
which that voluminous author, as well as his friend
or enemy Rufinus, always affumed. Plurima in

vertendo mutat, infulcit, preterit,” fays Scaligér
himfelf in the Prolegomena, p. 22. In the perfe-
cution of Aurelian, which has fo much offended
Mr. Davis. we are able to diftinguifh the work of
Eufebius front that of Jerom, by comparing the

“expreflions of the Bcclefiaftical Hiftory with thofe
of the Chronicle. The former affirms, that towards
the end of his reign, Aurelian was moved by fome
councils to excite a perfecution againlt the Chrif-
tians; that his defign occafioned a great and general
rumor; but that when the letters were prepared,
and as it were figned, divine juftice difmiffed him
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from the world, HS» nies Eorots &5 ov Siwymoy nal Hakny
VSIDEIEY OVERIVEITOs TONVG TE wo TOLOX THOS TEQS TTY NYOGe MEANT

vi N04 Rob GHEOSY SimEnTois woe Mummy YEuMM LEI vrcenmemtvoy (sic

perez don. Fufeb, Hit, Ecclef. L. vii. 30. Whereas
the Chronicle relates, that Aurelian was killed after
he had excited or moved a perfecution againft the
Chriftians, cum adverfum nos perfecutionem

moviflet.”
From this manifeft difference I affume aright to

affert; firft, that the expreflion of the Chronicle
of Ferom which is always proper, became in this
inftance neceflary and fecondly, that the language
of the fathers is fo ambiguous and incorre&®, that we
areat alofs to determine how far Aurelian had carried
his intention before he was affaflinated. I have neither
perverted the faé?, nor have been guilty of a grofs
blunder,

IX. The perfons accufed of Chriftianity had a
convenient time allowed to fettle their domeftic
concerns, and to prepare their anfwer This ob-

fervation had been fuggefted, partly by a general ex»
preflion of Cyprian (de Lapfis, p. 88. Edit. Fell.
Amftelod. 1700.), and more efpecially by the fecond
Apology of Juftin Martyr, who gives a particular and
curious example of this legal delay.

The expreflions of Cyprian’, dies negantibus
prefticutus, &c.” which Mr. Davis moft prudently

fupprefles are illuftrated by Mofheim in the fol.
lowing words: Primum qui delati erant aut fuf-

pedi, illis certum dierum fpatium judex definiebat,
quo decurrente, fecum deliberare poterant, utrum
profiteri Chriftum an negare mallent; explorande
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 fidei prefiniebantur dies per hoc’ tempus liberi

manebant in domibus fuis; nec impediebat aliquis
quod ex confequentibusapparet, ne fuga fibicon-
fulerent. Satis hoc erat humanum.” De Rebus

Chriftianis ante Conftantinum, p. 480.). The practice
of Egypt was fometimes more expeditious and fevere;
but this humane indulgence was {till allowed in
Africa during the perfecution of Decius.

But my appeal to Juftin Martyr is encountered by
Mr Davis with the following declaration The

reader will obferve, that Mr. Gibbon does not
make any reference to any fection or divifion of this
part of Juftin’s work with what view we may
fhrewdly fufpe@, when I tell him, that afteran
accurate perufal of the whole fecond Apology 1
can boldly affirm, that the following inftanceis
the only one that bears the moft diftant fimilitude
to what Mr. Gibbon relates as above on the autho.
rity of Jullin. What I find in Juftin is as follows:
A woman being converted to Chriftianity,is afraid
¢oaflociate with her hnfband,becaufe heis an aban-
doned reprobate left fhe (hould partake of his fins.
Her hufband, not being able to accufe /er, vents his
rage in this manner on one Ptolemzxus, a teacher of
Chriftianity, and who had converted her, dre.” VIv,

Davis then proceeds to relate the feverities inflicted on
Ptolem:eus, ‘who made a frank and inftant profeflion
of his faith; and he fternly exclaims, that ifI take every
opportunity of pafling encomiums on the humanity
of Roman magiftrates it is incumbent on me to
produce better evidence than this.

His demand may be eafily fatisfied, and I need only
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for that purpofe tranfcribe and tranflate the words of
Juftin, which immediately precede the Greek quotation
alledged at the bottom of my adverfary’s page. Iam
poflefled of two editions of Jultin [Vlartyr, that of Cam-
bridge,1763, in vo. by Dr. Afhton, who only publifh-
ed the two Apologies and that of all his works, pub-
lied in fol. Paris, 1742,by the Benedi&ines of the
Congregation of St. [Vlaur: the following curious paf-
age may be found, p. 164, of the former, and p. 89, of
the latter edition: Kasrsyopiov memomrosy Mywy Gury yeictiavmy
nvoty woud wey BibAIdioy oi TW OUTOXPUTOPE VUOSAWKE, APITEQOV CVU-

scwpelnyas our osoiena ots Fos TOL LAUT NG REIET 0% ENEITOL XTOROYNTOLT Fs HERS

TE XATZ/08 MOATOSy MET OTHV TWY ZTPAYMATWY KUTA; IOI RH TEV» wok

eovexwenras Ture. He brought an accufation againft her,
faying, that (he wasa Chriftian. But {he prefented a
petition tothe Emperor, praying that fhe might fir
be allowed to fettle her domeftic concerns; and
promifing that after fhe had fettled them, fhe
would then put in her anfwer to the accufation.

this you granted,”
I difdain to add a fingle refle@tion nor fhall I qua-

lify the condu@ of my adverfary withany of thofe
harfh epithets, which might be interpreted as the
expreflions of refentment, though I fhould be con-
ftrained to ufe them as the only words in the Englith
language which could accurately reprefent my cool
and unprejudiced fentiments.

X. Inflating the toleration of Chriftianity during
the greateflt part of the reign of Diocletian, 1 had ob-
ferved.’’, that the principal officers of the palace,
whofe names and fun&ions were particularly fpe-
cified, enjoyed, with their wives and children, the
free exercife of the Chriftian religion. Mr, Davis
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twice affirms in the moft deliberate manner, that
this pretended fact, which isafferted on the fole autho-
rity, is contradicted by the pofitive evidence, of
La&antius. In both thefe affirmations (Mr. Davis is
mexcufably miftaken.

When the florms of perfecution arofe, the priefts,
who. were offended by the fign of the Crofs, obtained
an order from the Emperor, that the profane, the
Chriftians, who accompanied him to the Temple,
fhould be compelled to offer facrifice and this inci-
dent is mentioned by the rhetorician, to whom I (hall
not at prefent refufe the name of Lacantius. Theat
of idolatry, which, at the expiration of eighteen years,
was required of the officers of Diocletian, 1s a manifeft
proof that their religious freedom had hitherto been
inviolate, exceptinthe fingle inftanee of waiting on
their mafltertothe Temple; a fervice lefs criminal than
the profane compliance for which the minifter of the
King of Syria folicited the permiffion of the prophet
of Ifrael.

2. The reference’ which I made to LaGantius ex-
prefsly pointed out this exception to their freedom.
But the proof of the toleration was built on a different
teltimony, which my difingenuous adverfary has
concealed an ancient and curious inftruction com-
pofed by Bifthop Theonas, for the ufe of Lucian, and
the other Chriftian eunuchs of the palace of Diocle-
tion, Thisauthenticpiece was publifhed in the Spi.
cilegium of Dom Luc d’Acheri asl had not the op-
portunity of confulting the original, I wascontented
with quoting it on the faith of Tillemont, and the
reference to it immediately precedes (ch. xvi note
133 the citation of 'Lactantius (note 134).
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Myr. Davis may now anfwer his own queltion,
What apology can be made for thus afferting, on
the fole authority of La&antius, facts which Lac.
tantius fo exprefsly denies
XI. I have already given a curious inftance of
our 'author’s aflerting, on the authority of Dion
Caffius, a fact not mentioned by that hiftorian. I
fhall now produce a very fingular proof of his en.
deavouring to conceal from usa paffage really con-
tained in him Nothing but the angry vehemence

with which thefe charges are urged, could engage
me to take the leat notice of them. In themfelves
they are doubly contemptible they are trifling, and
they are falfe.

1. Mr. Davis had imputed to me asa crime, that

I had mentioned on the {ole teflimony of Dion
(L. Ixviit. p. 1145.), the fpirit of rebellion which
inflamed the Jews, from the reign of Nero to that of
Antouvinus Pius whilft the paflage of that hiftorian
is confined to an infurrection in Cyprus and Cyrene,
which broke out within that period. The reader
who will caft his eye on the note (ch. xvi. note. 1.)
which is fupported by that quotation from Dion, will
difcover that it related only to this particular fact,
"The general pofition, which is indeed too notorious
to require any proof, I had carefully juftified in the
courfe of the fame paragraph; partly by another re-
ference to Dion Caflius, partly by an allufion to the
well-known hiftory of Jofephus, and partly by feveral
quotations from the learned and judicious Bafnage,
who has explained, in the moft fatisfactory manner,
the principles and condud of the rebellious Jews.
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2. The paffage of Dion, which I am accufed of

endeavouring to conceal, might perhaps have remain.
ed invifible, even to the piercing eyc of Vir. Davis,
if had not carefully reported it in its proper place
and it was in my power to report it, without being
guilty of any inconfiderate contradiction. 1 had ob.
ferved, that, in the large hiftory of Dion Caflius,
Xiphilin had not been able to difcover the name of
Chriflians yet] afterwards quote a paflage,in which
Marcia, the favorite concubine of Commodus, 1s
celebrated as the patronefs of the Ciriftians. VM. Davis
has tranfcribed my quotation, but fe has concealed
the important words which I now diftinguifh by
Italics. (Ch. xvi. note 106. Dion Caflins, or rather lis
abbreviator Xiphilin, L. xxii. p. 12¢6.) The reference
1s fairly made and cautioufly qualified: Tam alrcady
fecure from the imputations of fraud or inconfiltency 3
and the opinion which attributes the laft mentioned
palfage to the abbreviator, rather than to the original
hiftorian, may befupported by the moft unexception-
able authorities, I fhall protect myfelf by thole of
Reimar (in his edition of Dion Caffius, tom. ii
p 1207. note 34.), and of Dr. Lardner; and (hall only
tranfcribe the words of the latter, in his Colle@ion of
Jewith and Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iii. p. 57.

This paragraph I rather thiok to be Xiphilin’s
than Dion’s. The ftyle atlealt is Xiphilin’s. In the
other paffages before quoted, Dion fpeaks of
impiety, or atheifm, or Judaifm; butnever ufeth
the word Chriflians. Another thing that may make
ys doubt whether this obfervation be entirely
Dion's, is the phrafe, itis related (irrepera).” For
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at the beginning of the reign of Commodus, he
fays, Thefe things; and what follows, I write
not from the report of others, but from my own
knowledge and obfervation.” However, the fenfe
may be Dion’s; but 1 with we had alfo his ftyle,
without any adulteration.” For my own part, I

mult, in my private opinion, afcribe even the fenfe
of this paflage to Xiphilin. The Monk might eagerly
collet and 1nfert an anecdote which related to the
domeftic hiflory of the church; but the religion of a
courtezan muft have appeared an objet of very little
moment in the eyes of a Roman confi, who, at lealt in
every other part of his hiltory, difdained or neglected
to mention the name ofthe Chriltians.

What (hall we fay now 2 Do we not difeover
the name of Chriltians in the Hiftory of Dion?
With what ¢ffurance then can Mr. Gibbon, after
afferting a fact manifeltly untrue, lay claim to the
merits of diligence and accuracy, the indifpenfable
duty of a hiftorian? Or can he expect us to credit
his affertion, that he has carefully examined all
the original materials
Mr. Gibbon may (ill maintain the character ofa

hiftorian; but it is difficult to conceive how Mr.
Davis will fupport his pretenfions, if he afpires t6
that of a gentleman.

I almoft hefitate whether 1 (hould take any
notice of another ridiculous charge which Mr.
Davis includes in the article of Dion Caflius. My
adverfary owns, that I have occafionally produced
the feveral paffages of the Auguftan Hiftory which
relate to the Chriftians; but he fiercely contents

that
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that they amount to more than fix lines’, really
have not meafured them: nor did I mean that loofe
expreflion as a precife and definite number. If, on a
nicer furvey, thofe (hort hints, when they are brought
together, fhould be found to exceed fix of the long
lines of my folio edition, I am content that my criti~
cal antagonilt fhould f{ubftitute, eight, or twelve,
lines; nor fhall I think either my learning or veracity
much interefted in this important alteration,

XII. After a fhort defcription of the unworthy
condu& of thofe Apoftates who, ina time of perfe-
cution, deferted the Faith of Chrift, L produced the
evidence of a Pagan Proconful and of two Chrif-
tian Bifhops, Pliny Dionyfius of Alexandria, and
Cyprian. And here the unforgiving Critic remarks

That Pliny bas not particularized that difference of
condu@ (inthe different Apoftates) which Mr.
Gibbon here defcribes: yet his name ftands at the
head of thofe Authors whom he has cited on the
occafion. It is allowed indeed that this diftinc-
tion is made by the other Authors; but as Pliny,
the firft referred to by Mr. Gibbon, gives him no
caufe or reafon to ufe them,” (I cannot help Mr.
Davis's bad Englifh) it is certainly very reprehen-
{ible in our Author, thus to confound their tefti.
mony, and to make a needlefs d
reference an 1mproper
A criticifm of this fort can only tend to expofe Mr,

Davis's total ignarance of hiftorical compofition. The
Writer wha afpires to the name of Hiftorian, is oblig-
ed to confult a variety of original teltimonies, each
of which taken feparately perhaps imperfe&® and

VoL. V. E
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partial. By a judicious re-union and arrangement of
thefe difperfed materials, he endeavours to form a
confiftent and interefting narrative. Nothing ought
to be inferted which is not proved by fome of the
witnefles but their evidence mult be fo intimately
blended together, that as itis unreafonableto expe
that each of them fhould vouch for the whole, foit
would be impoflible to define the boundaries of theix
refpective property. Neither Pliny, nar Dionylivs,
nor Cyprian, mention all the circumftances and
diflinétions of the condué of the Chriftian Apoltates;
but if any of them was ‘withdrawn, the account
which 1 have given would, in fome inftance, be
defective.

Thus much I thought neceffary to fay, as feveral
of the fubfequent mifreprefentations of Orofius, of
Bayle, of Fabricius, of Gregory of Tours, &c.
which provoked the fury of Mr. Davis, are derived
only from the ignorance of this common hiflorical
principle.

Another clafs of mifreprefentations, which my
Adverfary urges with the fame degree of vehemence
(fee in particular thofe of Juftin Diodorus Siculus,
and even Tacitus), requires the fupport of another
principle, which has not yet been introduced into
the art of criticifm that when a modern hiftorian
appeals to the authority of the ancients for the truth
of any particular fa&, he makes himfelf anfwerable
I know not to what extent, for all the circumjacent
errors or inconfiftencies of the authors whom he has
quoted.

XIII. Tam accufed of throwing out a falfe accufa-

tion againft this Father becaufe 1 had obferved
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that Ignatius, defending againlt the Gnoftics the
refurrecion of Chrift, employs a vague and doubtful
tradition inftead of quoting the certain teftimony of
the Bvangelifts: and this obfervation was jultified
by a remarkable paflage of Ignatius, in his Epifile to
the Smyrnzans, which I cited according to the
volume and the page of the beft edition of the Apofto.
lical Fathers, publifhed at Amfterdam, 1724, in two
volumes in folio. The Criticifm of IVIr. Davis is
announced by one of thofe folemn declarations which
leave notany refuge, if they are convicted of falfhood.

cannotfind any paflage that bears the leat affinity
to what [VIr. Gibbon obferves, in the whole
Epiltle, which I have read over more than once.”
I bad already marked the fituation; nor is it in

my power to prove the exiflence, of this paflage,
by any other means than by producing the words of
the original. Eye YH) KEE ETO THY OVXGTXEW EV COLNE OXUTOV
010% Xs FICTEVW OYTO, X0ts oFE 7 pog Tus mips Ilergoy nhdev, e@n avreig,s

AeBBere sy Uma@neoTs ME, XD J0ETS OTS CUK BipLs QotifAovitY OLOCWMRETCY®

xs evr avrg ‘mbareo, xo mere have known,
and I believe, that after his refurre@ion likewife
he exifted in the flefh: And when he came to
Peter, and to the reft, he faid unto them, Take,
handle me, and fee that I am not an incorporeal
demon or fpirit. And they touched him, and
believed.” The faith of the Apoftles confuted

the impious error of the Gnoftics which attributed
only the appearances of a human body to the Son of
God and it was the great object of Ignatius, in the
lat moments of his life to fecure the Chriftians of
Afia from the fnarcs of thofe dangerous Heretics.

E 2
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According to the tradition of the modern Greeks,
Ignatius was the child whom Jefus received into his
arms (fee Tillemont Mém, Ecclél. tom. ii. part ii.
P- 43.); yet as he could fcarcely be old enough to
remember the refurre@ion of the Son of God, he
muft have derived his knowledge eit/ier from our
prefent Evangelifts, or from fome Apocryphal
Gofpel, or {from fome unwritten tradition.

1. The Gofpels of St. Luke and St. John would
undoubtedly have fupplied Ignatius with the molt
mvincible proofs of the reality of the body of Chrift,
when he appeared to the Apoftles after his refur-
re&tion; but neither of thofe Gofpels' contain the
charadteriftic words of wx damonov aewuarey, and the
important circumftance that either Peter or thofe
who were with Peter, touched the body of Chrift
and believed, Had the faint defigned to quote the
Evangelilt on a very nice fubject of controverfy, he
would not furely have expofed himfelf, by aninaccus~
rate, or rather by a falfe, reference, to the juft
reproaches of the Gnoftics. On this occafion, there.
fore, Ignatius did not employ, as he might have
done, againft the Heretics, the certain teftimony of
the Evangelifts.

2. Jerom, who cites this remarkable paffage from
the Epiftle of ignatius to the Smyrnzans (fee Catalog.
Script. Ecclef. in Ignatio, tom. i. p. 273. edit. Erafm,
Bafil, 1537.), is of opinion that it was taken from
the Gofpel which he himfelf had lately tranflated and
this from the comparifon of two other paflages in
the fame work (in Jacob. in Matthzo, p. 264),
appears to have been the Hebrew Gofpel, which
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was ufed by the Nazarenes of Berxa, asthe genuine
compofition of St. Matthew. Yet Jerom mentions
another Copy of this Hebrew Golpel (fo different
from the Greek Text), which was extant in the
library formed at Ceefarea, by the care of Pamphilus:
whillt the learned Eufebius, the friend of Pamphilus
and the Bifhop of Cuxfarea, very frankly declares
Hitt. Ecclef. L. iii. c. 36. that Ze isignorant from

whence Ignatius borrowed thofe words, which are
the fubje of the prefent Inquiry.

3. The doubt which remains, is only whether he
took them from an Apocryphal Book, or from unw.it-
ten tradition and 1 thought myflelf {afc from every
fpecies of Critics, when I embraced the rational
fentiment of Cafaubon and Pearfon. I {hall produce
the words of the Bifhop: Prxterea iterum obfer-

vandumeft, quod de hac re feripfic Ifaacus Cafau-
bonus, Quinetiam fortaffe verius non ex Evangelio

s¢ Hebraico, Ignatium illa verba defcripfifle, verum
traditionem allegaffe non fecriptam, que poflea in
literas fuerit relata, Hebraico Evangelio, quod
Mattheo tribuebant inferta. Et hoc quidem mihi
multo verifimilius videtur,” (Pearfon. Vindicize

Ignatiane, part ii. ix. p. 396. in tom. ii. Patr.
Apoftol.)

I may now fubmit to the judgment of the Public,
whether I have looked into the Epiftle which 1 cite
with fuch a parade of learning, and low profitably
Myr. Davis has read it over more than once.

X1V. The learning and judgment of [Mofheim had
been of frequent ufe in the courfe of my Hiltorical
Inquiry, and I had not been wanting in proper expref-

E 3
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fions of gratitude. My vexatious adverfary is always
ready to ftart from his ambufcade, and to harafs my
march by a mode of attack which cannot eafily be
reconciled with the laws of honorable war. The
greateft part of the Mifreprefentations of Mofheim,
which Mr Davis has imputed to me arc offuch a
nature, that I mult indeed be humble, if I could
perfuade myfelf to beftow a momeat of ferious atten.
tion on them. Whether Mofheim could prove that
an abfolute community of goods was not eftablifhed
among the firft Chriftians of Jerufalem; wherker he
fufpeced the purity of the Epiftles of Ignatius;
whether he cenfured Dr. Middleton with temper or
indignation (in this caufe I muft challenge Mr. Davis
as an incompetent judge) whether he corroboratés

the whole of my defcription of the prophetic office;
whether he {peaks with approbation of the humanity
of Pliny 5 and whether he attributed the fame fenfe to
the malefica of Suetonius, and the exitiabilis of
Tacitus Thelc queftions, even as Mr, Davis has
ftated them, lie open to the judgment of every reader,
and the fuperfluous obfervations which I could
make would be an abufe of their time and of my
own. As little fhall think of confuming their patience,
by examinipg whether Le Clerc and Molheim labor
in the interpretation of fome texts of the Fathers,
and particularly of a paffage of Irenzus, which feem
to favor the pretenfions of the Roman Bifhop. The
material parc of the paffage of Irenzus confifts of
about four lines and in order to fhow that the inter.
pretations of Le Clerc and Mofheim are not labored
Mr. Davis abridges them as much as poflible in the
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fpace of twelve pages. 1know not whether the perufal
of my Hiftory will jultify the fufpicion of Mr, Davis,
that am fecretly inclined to the interefi of the Pope:

but I cannot difcover how the Proteftant caule can
be affected, if lreneus in the fecond, or Palavicini
in the feventeenth century, were tempted by any
private views, to countenance in their writings the
fyftem of ecclefiaftical dominion, which has been
purfued in every age by the afpiring Bifhops of the
Imperial city. Their condu@ was adapted to the
revolutions of the Chriftian Republic, but the fame
fpirit animated the haughty breafls of Vitor the
Firlt, and of Paul the Fifth.

There {till remain one or two of thefe imputed
Mifreprefentations, which appear, and indeed only
appear, to merit a little more attention. In flating
the opinion of Mofheim with regard to the progrefs
of the Gofpel, Mr. Davis boldly declares, that I

have altered the truth of VMolheim’s hiftory, that I
might have an opportunity of contradicting the
belief and wifhes of the Fathers In other words,

I have been guilty of uttering a malicious falfhood.
I had endeavoured to mitigate the fanguine expref-

fion of the Fathers of the fecond century, who had
too haftily diffufed the light of Chriftianity over every
part of the globe, by obferving, as an undoubted
fact, “that the barbarians of Scythia and Germany,

who fubverted the Roman Monarchy, were in-
volved in the errors of Paganifm; and that even
the conquelt of Iberia, of Armenia, or of Ethiopia,
was not attempted with any degree of fuccefs,
till the fceptre wis in the hands of an orthodox

Ea
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Emperor 1had referred the curious reader te

the fourth century of Mofheim’s General Hiftory of
the Church: now Mr. Davis has difcovered. and
can prove, from that excellent work, *‘that Chrif-

tianity, not long after its firft rife, had been intro-
duced into the lefs as well as greater Armenia; that
part of the Goths, who inhabited Thracia, Mzxfia,
and Dacia, had received the Chriftian religion long
before this century; and that Theophilus, their
Bifiop. was prefentat the Council of Nice
On this occafion, the reference was made to a

popular work of Mofheim, for the fatisfaction of the
reader, that he might obtain the general view of the
progrefs of Chriftianity in the fourth century, which
1 had gradually acquired by ftudying with fome care
the Ecclefiaftical Antiquities of the Nations beyond
the limits of the Roman Empire. If] had reafonably
fuppofed that the refult of our common inquiries muft
be the fame, fhould I have deflerved a very harth
cenfure for my unfufpecting confidence? Orifl had
declined the invidious tafk of feparating a few imma-
terial errors, from a juft and judicious reprefentation,
might not my refpe@® for the name and merit of
Mofheim have claimed fome indulgence? But I
difdain thofe excufes, which only acandid adverfary
would allow. I can meet Mr. Davis on the hard
ground of controver{y, and retort on his own head
the charge of concealing a part of the truth. He him-
felf has dared to fupprefs the words of my text, which
immediately followed his quotation. Before that

time the various accidents of war and commerce
might indeed diffufe an imperfe@t knowledge of
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the Gofpel among the tribes of Caledonia, and
among the borderers of the Rbine the Danube,
and the Euphrates; and Mr. Davis has likewife

fuppreffed one of the juftificatory Notes on this
paffage, which exprefsly points out the time and
circumftances of the firlt Gothic converfions. Thefe
exceptions, which I had cautioufly inferted, and
Mr. Davis has cautioufly concealed, are fuperfluous
for the provinces of Thrace, Muxfia, and the Lefler
Armenia, which were contained within the precinéts
of the Roman Empire, They allow an ample {cope
for the more early converfion of fome independent
diftri@s of Dacia and the Greater Armenia, which
bordered on the Danube and Euphrates; and the
entire {enfe of this paflage, which Mr. Davis firft
mutilates and then attacks, is perfectly confiftent
with the original texc of the learned Mofheim.

And yet I will fairly confefs that, after a nicer
inquiry into the epoch of the Armenian Church, I
am not fatisfied with theaccuracy of my own expref-
fion. The affurance that the fir Chriftian King,
and the firft Archbifhop, Tiridates, and St. Gregory
the Illuminator, were fill alive feveral years after
the death of Conftantine inclined me to believe,
that the converfion of Armenia was pofterior to the
aufpicious Revolution, which had given the fceptre
of Rome to the hands of an orthodox Emperor. But
1 had not enough confidered the two following
circumftances. 1. I mighthave recollected the dates
affigned by Mofes of Chorene, who, on this occafion,
may be regarded as acompetent witnefs. Tiridates
afcended the throne of Armenia in the third year of



58 VINDICATION OF
Diocletian (Hift. Armenix, L. ii. 79. p. 207.),
and St. Gregory, who was invefled with the Epif-
copal character in the feventeenth year of Tiridates,
governed almoft thirty ycars the Church of Arme.-
nia, and difappeared from the world in the forty-
fixth year of the reign of the fame Prince. (Hift,
Armenixe, L.11. c. 88. p. 224, 225.) The confecra-
tion of St. Gregory muft therefore be placed A, D.
303, and the converfion of the King and kingdom
was foon achieved by that fuccefsful miflionary.
2. The unjult and inglorious war which Maximin
undertook againft the Armenians, theancient faith.
ful allies of the Republic, was evidently derived
from a motive of fuperllitious zeal. The hiftorian
Euflebius (Hift. Ecclef. L. ix. c. 8. p. 448. edit. Cantab.)
confiders the pious Armenians as a nation of Chrif-
tians who bravely defended themfelves from the
holile oppreflion of an idolatrous tyrant. Inftead
of maintaining that the converfion of Armenia was

not attempted with any degree of fuccefstill the
{ceptre wasin the hands of an orthodox Emperor.”

I ought to have obferved, that the feeds of the faith
were deeply fown during the feafon of the laft and
greateft perfecution, that many Roman exiles might
aflift the labors of Gregory, and that the renowned
Tiridates, the hero of the Eaft, may difpute with
Conftantine the honor of being the firlt Sovereign
who embraced the Chriftian religion.

In a future edition, 1 fhall re@ify an expreffion
which, in ftrictnefs, can only be applied to the
kingdoms of lberia and Ethiopia. Had the error
been expofed by Mr. Davis himfelf, 1 fhould not
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have been athamed to corre it but I amafhamed
at being reduced to contend with an adverfary who
1s unable to difcover, or to improve, his own
advantages. bY

But, inftead of profccuting any inquiry from
whence the Public might have gained inftru&ion,
and himfelf credit, Mr. Davis chufes to perplex his
readers wish fome angry cavils about the progrefs of
the Gofpel in the fecond century. What does he
mean to eftablifh orto refute Have I denied, that
before the end of that period Chriftianity was very
widely diffufed both in the Eat and in theWeft 7? Has
not Jultin Martyr affirmed, without exception or
limitation, that it was already preached to every
nation on the face of the earth Is that propofitiore
true at prefent? Could itbe true in the time of Juftin
Does not Mofheim acknowledge the exaggeration

Demus, nec enim qu in oculos incurrunt infitiari
audemus, effe in his verbis exaggerationis nonnihil.
Certum enim eft diu poft Juftini ztatem, multas
orbis terrarum gentes cognitione Chrifti caruiffe.”

Mofbeim de Rebus Chriftianis p-203.}) Does he
not expofe (p. 205.), with becoming fcorn and
indignation, the falthood und vanity of the hyper.
boles of Tertullian? **bonum hominem ®ftu imagi-

nationis elatum non fatis attendiffe ad ea qu litteris

confignabat.”
The high eftcem which Mr. Davis exprefles for

the writings of Mofheim, would alone convince
me how little he has read them, fince he muft have
been perpetually offended and difgulted by a train
of thinking the moft repugnant to his own. His
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jealoufy however, for the honor of Mofheim,
provokes him to arraign the boldnefs of Mr. Gibbon
who prefumes falfely to charge fuch an eminent man
with unjuflifiable affertion§™*, 1 might obferve, that
my ftyle, which on this occafion was more modelt
and moderate, has acquired, perhaps undefignedly,
an illiberal calt from the rough hand of Vr. Davis.
But as my veracity is impeached, I may be lefs
folicitous about my politenefs; and though I have
repeatedly declined the faire opportunities of cor-
recting the errors of my predeceffors, yet, as long
as have truth on my fide, Iam not eafily daunted
by the names of the moft eminent men.

The affertion of Mofheim, which did not feem
to be juftified by the authority of La&antius, was,
that the wife and daughter of Diocletian, Prifca
and Valeria, had been privately baptized, Wr. Davis
1s {ure that the words of Mofheim, *Chriftianis

facris clam initiata, need not be confined to the
rite of baptifm; and he is equally fure, that the
reference to Mofheim does not lead us to difcover
even the name of Valeria. In both thefe aflurances
he is grofsly miftaken; but it is the misfortune of
controverfy that an error may be committed in
three or four words, which cannot be re®ified in
lefs than thirty or forty lines.

1. The true and the fole meaning of the Chriftian
initiation, one of the familiar and favorite allufions
of the Fathers of the fourth century, i§ clearly
explained by the exa& and laborious Bingham.
«The baptized were alfo ftyled &i womwmna, which

«the Latins call initiati, the initiated, that is, ad-
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mitted to the ufe of the facred offices, and know-

“ledge of the [dered my fteries of the Chriftian Re-
“ligion. Hence came that form of {peaking fo
“frequently ufed by St. Chryfoftom, and other
“ancient writers, when they touched upon any

do&rines or myfteries which the Catechumens
underftood not, war os muunpsya, the initiated know
what is fpoken. St. Ambrofe writes a book to
thefe initiati lfidore of Pelufium and Hefychius
call them morro and wveraywynroa, Whence the Ca.
techumens have the contrary names, Awwora,

 Auvaros, AuvsTaywysror, the uninitiated or unbaptized.”

(Antiquities of the Chriftian Church, L. 1. 4.
No. 2. vol. 1. p. 11. fol. edit.) Had I prefumed to
fuppofe that Mofheim was capable of employing a
technical expreflfion in a loofe and equivocal fenfe,
I fhould indeed have violated the refpe& which 1 have
always entertained for his learning and abilities.

2. But Vr. Davis cannot difcover in the text of
Mofheim the name of Valeria. In that cafe Mofheim
would have fuffered another flight inaccuracy to
drop from his pen, as the paffage of La&antius,

{acrificio pollui coégit,” on which he founds his
affertion, includes the names both of Prifca and
Valeria, But I am not reduced to the neceflity of
accufing another in my own defence. Mofheim has
properly and exprefsly declared that Valeria imitated
the pious example of her mother Prifca, Gener

Diocletian uxorem habebat Valeriam matris ex~
“emplum pietate erga Deum imitantem a cultu

fitornm Numinum alienam,” Mofheim; p.g13.)
Ms. Davis has a bad habit of greedily foapping
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at the firt words of a reference, without giving
himfclf the trouble of going to the end of the page
or paragraph.

Thefe trifling and peevifh cavils would, perhaps,
have been confounded with fome criticifms of the
fame ftamp, on which I had beftowed a flight,
though fufficient notice, in the beginning of this
article of Molheim; had not my attention been
awakened by a peroration worthy of Tertullian
him(elf, if Tertullian had been devoid of eloquence
as well as of moderation Much lefs does the

Chriftian Mofheim give our infidel Hiflorian any
pretext for inlerting that illiberal malignant infinua-

«rion “That ‘Chriftianity bas in every age,
“acknowledged its important obligations to FEMALE

devotion 3” the remark is trulv contemptible’
It is not my defign to fill whole pages with a

tedious enumeration of the many illuftrious examples
of female Saints, who, in every age, and almolt
in every country, have promoted the intcreft of
Chriftianity. Such inftances will readily offer thems
felves to thofe who have the flighteft knowledge
of Ecclefialtical Hiftory nor is it neceffary that I
fhould rémind them how much the charms, the
influence, the devotion of Clotilda, and of her
great grand daughter Bertha, contributed to the
converfion of France and England. Religion may
accept, without a blufh, the fervices of the purelt
and moft gentle portion of the human {pecies: but
there are fome advocates who would difgrace Chril-
tianity if Chriftianity could be difgraced, by the
manner in which they defend her caufe.
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XV. As I could not readily procure the works

of Gregory of Nyfla, 1 borrowed” from the accurate
and indefatigable Tillemont, a paflage in the life
of Gregory 'Thaumaturgus, or the Wonder-warker,
which affirmed, that when the Saint took pofleffion
of his epilcopal fee, be found only seven reen Chrif-
tians in the city of Neo.Cxfarea, and the adjacent
country “Les environs, la campagne, le pays

d'alentour.”  (Mém. Eccléf, tom. iv. p. 677. 691.
Edit. Bruffellesy 1706.) Thefe expreflions of Tille-
mont, to whom I explicitly acknowledged my ob.
ligation, appeared fynonymous to the word diocefe,
the whole territory intrufted to the paltoral care of
the Wonder-worker, and I added the epithet of
extenfive; becaufe 1 was apprized that Neo-Ciclarea
was the Capital of the Polemoniac Pontus, and that
the whole kingdom of Pontus, which firetched above
five hundred miles along the coalt of the Fuxine,
was divided between fixteen or feventeen bifhops.
See the Geographia Ecclefialtica of Charles de St.

Paul, and Lucas Holltenius, p. 249, 250,251.) Thus
far I may not be thought to have deferved any cen-
fure; but the omiffion of the fubfequent part of
the fame paflage, which imports, that at his death
the Wonder. worker left no more than fevenreen
Pagans, may feem to wear a partial and fulpicious
alpedt.

Let me therefore firft obferve, as fome evidence
of an impartial difpofition, that I eafily admitted,
as the cool obfervation of the philofophic Lucian,
the angry and interefted complaint of the falfe pro-
phet Alexander, that Pontus was filled with Chri

TILLE-
WONT.
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tians. ‘This complaint was made under the reigns
of Marcus or of Commodus; with whom the ims
poftor fo admirably expofed by Lucian was contem.
porary: and 1 had contented myfelf with remarking,
that the numbers of Chritians mult have been very
unequally diftributed in the feveral parts of Pontus,
fince the diocefe of Neo-Cxzfarea contained, above
fixty years afterwards, only feventeen Chriftians.
Such was the inconfiderable flock which Gregory
began to feed about the year two hundred and forty;
and the real or fabulous converfions afcribed to that
Wonder-working Bifhop, during a reign of thirty
years, are totally foreign to the {tate of Chriftianity
in the preceding century. This obvious refle@tion
may ferve to anfwer the objection of Mr. Davis”,
and of another adverfary who on this occalion
1s more liberal than Mr. Davis of thofe harfh epithets
fo familiar to the tribe of polemics.

XVI. «Mr. Gibbon fays’*, «Pliny was fent into
Bithynia (according to Pagi) in the year 110.”

Now that accurate chronologer places it in the
“year 102. See the faé& recorded in his Critico-
““Hiftorico Chronologica in Annales C, Baronii, A.
“D. 102. p. 99. fxc. 2. §.3.”

appeal to my reader, whether this anachronifm
“does not plainly prove that our hiftorian never
“looked into Pagi’s Chronology, though he has
“not hefitated to make a pompous reference to
“him in his note 7’ 9"

I cannot help obferving that either Mr. Davis's
dictionary is extremely confined, or that in his
philofophy all fins are of equal magnitude. Every

error
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error of fa@t or language, every inftance where he
does not know how to reconcile the original and
the reference, he exprefles by the gentle word of
mifieprefentation, An inaccurate appeal to the fen-
timent of Pagi, on a fubje® where I muft have
been perfectly difinterefted, might have been ftyled
a lapfe of memory, inftead of being cenfured as
the effe@ of vanity and ignorance. Pagi is neither
a difficult nor an uncommon writer, nor could
hope to derive much additional fame from a pompous
quotation of his writings, which I had never feen.

The words employed by Mr. Davis, of fa?
of record, of anachronifin, are un(kilfully chofen,
and fo unhappily applied, as to betray a very fhameful
ignorance, either of the Englith language, or of
the nature of this chronological queftion. The date
of Pliny’s government of Bithynia 1s not a fad re.
corded by any ancient writer, but an opinion which
modern critics have varioufly formed, from the
confideration of prefumptive and collateral evidence.
Cardinal Baronius placed the confulfhip of Pliny
one year too late; and, as he was perfuaded that
the old pra&ice of the republic Rill fubfifted,. he
naturally fuppofed thatPliny obtained his province
immediately after the expiration of his confulfhip.
He therefore fends him into Bithynia in the year
which according to his erroneous computation,
coincided with the year one hundred and four (Baron.

Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 103. No. 1. 104. N. 1.}, or, ac-
cording to the true chronology, with the year one
bundred and two, of the Chriftian era Th"
miftake of Baronius, Pagi, with the affiftance of1s

VoL, V. [ny



66 VINDICATION OF
his friend Cardinal Noris, undertakes to correct.
From an accurate parallel of the Annals of Trajan
and the bpiltles of I'liny, he deduces his proofs
that Pliny remained at Rome feveral years after his
confulfhip, by his own ingenious, though fome-
times fanciful theory, of the imperial Quinguenna-
lia, &c. Pagi at laft dilcovers that Pliny made his
entrance into Bithyunia in the year one hundred and
ten. “Plinius igitur anno Chrifti CENTESIMO DE-
“cimo Bithyniam intravit.” Pagi, tom. i. p. 100.

I will be more indulgent to my adverfary than
he has been to me: I will admit that he has looked into
Pagi; but I muft add, that he has only looked into
that accurate chronologer. To redify the errors,
which, in the courfe of a laborious and original
work, had efcaped the diligence of the Cardinal,
was the arduous talk which Pagi propofed to exe-
cute: and for the fake of perfpicuity, he diftributes his
criticifins according to the particular dates, whether
jult or faulty, of the Chronology of Baronius
himfelf. Under the year 10a, Mr. Davis confufedly
faw a long argument about Pliny and Bithynia, and
without condefcending toread the author whom he
pompoyfly quotes, this hafty critic imputes to him
the opinion which he had fo laborioufly deftroyed.

My readers, if any readers have accompanied
me thus far, muft be fatisfied, and indeed fatiated,
with the repeated proofs which I have made of the
weight and temper of my adverfary’s weapons. They
have, in every affault, fallen dead and lifelefs to
the ground: they have more than once recoiled,
and dangcroully wounded the unfkiiful hand that
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had prefumed to ule them. I have’'now examined
all the mifreprefentations and inaccuracies, which even
for a moment could perplex the ignorant or deceive
the credulous: the few imputations which I have
nogiected are {till more palpably falfe, or flill more
evidently trifling, and even the friends of Mr. Davis
will fcarcely continue to afcribe my contempt to
my fear.

PLAGLAwThe firlt part of his critical volume might admit, risus,
though it did not deferve, a particular reply. But
the eafy, though tedious compilation, which fills
the remainder and which Mr. Davis has produ.
ced as the evidence of my thameful plagiarifms, may
be fet in its true light by three or four {hort and
general refleéiions.

Mr. Davis has difpofed, in two columns, the
paflages which he thinks proper to felect from my
two lalt chapters, and the correfponding paflages
from Middleton, Barbeyrac, Beaulobre, Dodwell &c.
to the moft important of which he had been regularly
guided by my own quotations. According to the
opinion which he has conceived of literary property,

to agree is to follow, and to follow is to fleal. He
celebrates his own fagacity with loud and reiterated
applaufe, and declares, with infinite facetioufnels,
that if he reftored to every author the paffages which
Mr. Gibbon has purloined, %e would appear as
naked as the proud and gaudy daw in the fable,
when each bird had plucked away its own plumes,
Inftead of being angry with Mr. Davis for the
parallel which he has extended to fo great a length.
1 am under fome obligation to his induftry for the

EF 2
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copious proofs which he has furnifbed the reader,
that my reprefentation of fome of the molt impor-
tant facts of ecclefiaftical antiquity is fupported by
the authority or opinion of the moft ingenious and
learned of the modern writers. The public may not,
perhaps, be very eager to affift Mr. Davis in his
favorite amufement of depluming me. They may
think, that if the materials which compofe my two
laft chapters are curious and valuable, it is of little
moment to whom they properly belong. If my
readers are fatisfied with the form, the colors, the
new arrangement which I have given to the labors
of my predeceflors, they may perhaps conflider me
not as a contemptible thief, but as an honeft and
indufirious manufacturer, who has fairly procured
the raw materials, and worked them up with a
laudable degree of {kill and faccefs.

II. About two hundred years ago, the court
of Rome difcovered that the fyftem which had been
erected by ignorance muft be defended and coun-
tenanced by the aid, or ag leaft by the abufe, of
fcience. The groffer legends of the middle ages
were abandoned to contempt, but the fupremacy
and infallibility of two hundred Popes, the virtues
of many thoufand Saints, and the miracles which
they either performed or related, have been labo-
rioufly confecrated in the Ecclefiaftical Annals of
Cardinal Baronius. A theological barometer might
be formed, of which the Cardinal and our country-
man Dr. Middleton fhould conftitute the oppofite
and remote extremities, as the former funk to the
lowelt degree of credulity, which was compatible
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with learning, and the latter rofe to the highelt
pitch of fcepticifm, in any wife confiftent with re.
ligion. The intermediate gradations would be filled
by a line of ecciefiaftical critics, whofe rank has
been fixed by the circumftances of their temper and
ftudies, as well as by the fpirit of the church or fociety
ta which they were attached. It would be amufing
enough to calculate the weight of prejudice in the
air of Rome, of Oxford, of Paris, and of Holland
and fometimes to obferve the irregular tendency of
papilts towards freedom, fometimes to remark the
unnatural gravitation of proteftants towards flavery.
But it is ufeful to borrow the affiftance of fo many
learned and ingenious men, who have viewed the
firft ages of the church in every light, and from
every fituation, If we [kifully combine the paffions
and prejudices, the hoftile motives and intentions,
of the feveral theologians, we may frequently ex-
tra¢t knowledge from credulity, moderation from
zeal, and impartial truth from the moft difingenuous
controver{ly. It is the right, it is the duty of a
critical hiftorian to colle&, to weigh, to felect the
opinions of his predeceflors; and the more diligence
he has exerted in the fearch, the more rationally
he may hope to add fome improvement to the ftock
of knowledge, the ufe of which has been common
to all,

IIL. Befides the ideas which may be fuggefted by
the tudy of the moft learned and ingenious of the
moderns, the hiftorian ma} be indebted to them
for the occafional communication of fome paflages
of the ancients, which might otherwife have

F 3
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efcaped his knowledge or bis memory. In the con-
fideration of any extenfive fubjedt, none will pretend
to have read all that has been written, or to recolle®
all that they have read: nor is there any difgrace in
recurring to the writers who have profeffedly treated
any queftions, which, in the courfe of a long narra-
tive, we are called upon to mention in a flight and
incidental manner. 1f Itouch upon the obfcurc and
fanciful theology of the Gnoftics, 1 can accept
without a blufh the aflitance of the candid Beau-
fobre; and when, amidft the fury of contending
parties, 1 trace the progrefs of ecclefiaftical domi-
mion, Iam not athamed to confefs myfelf the grateful
difciple of the impartial Mofbeim. In the next
volume of my Hiftory, the reader and the critic muft
prepare themfelves to fee me make a {till more liberal
ufe of the labors of thofe indefatigable workmen
who have dug deep into the mine of antiquity. The
Fathers of the fourth and fifth centuries are far more
woluminous than their predeceflors; the writings of
Jerom, of Auguftin, of Chryfoftom, dre. cover the
walls of our libraries. The fmalleft part is of the
hiftorical kind: yet the treatifes which feem theleaft
to invite the curiofity of the reader, frequently con-
ceal very ufeful hints, or very valuable faéls, The
polemic, who involves himfelf and his antagonifts
in a cloud of argumentation, fometimes relates the
origin and progrefs of the herefy which he confutes
and the preacher who declaims againft the luxury,
defcribes the manners of the age; and feafonably
introduces the mention of fome public calamity, that
he may afcribe it to the juflice of offended Heaven.
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It would furely be unreaflonable to expeé that the
hiftorian fhould perufe enormous volumes, with the
uncertain hope of extracting a few interefting lines,
or that he fhould facrifice whole days to the momen-
tary amufement of his reader. Fortunately for us
both, the diligence of ecclefiaftical critics has facili-
tated our inquiries: the compilations of Tillemont
might alone be confidered as an immenfe repertory
of truth and fable, of almoftall thatthe fathers have
preferved or invented, or believed; and if we
equally avail ourfelves of the labors of contending
fe@aries, we fhall often difcover, that the fame paf.
fages which the prudence of one of the difputants
would have fuppreffed or difguifed, are placed in
the moft confpicuous light by the a&ive and inter-
elted zeal of his adverfary. On thefe occafions, what
is the duty of a faithful hiftorian, who derives from
fome modern writer the knowlegde of fome ancient
teltimony which he is defirous of introducing into
his own narrative? It is his duty, and it has been
my invariable practice, to confult the original; to
ftudy with attention the words, the defign, the
{piric, the context, the fituation of the paflage to
which I had been referred and before [appropriated
it to my own ufe, to juftify my own declaration,
“that I bad carefully examined all the original mate-

rials that could illuftrate the fubje@ which 1 had
“undertaken to treat.” If thisimportant obligation
bas fometimes been imperfectly fulfilled, have only
omitted what it would have been impra@icable for
me to perform, The greateft city in the world is
ftill deftitute of that ufefulinftitution, a public library;

EF 4
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and the writer who has undertaken to treat any large
hiftorical fubje&, is reduced to the neceflicy of
purchafling, for bis private ufe, a numerous and
valuable colleétion of the books which muft form
the bafis of his work. The diligence of his book-
fellers will not always prove fuccelsful; and the
candor of his readers will not always expect, that,
for the fake of verifying an accidental quotation of
ten lines. he fhould load himfelf with an vfelefs and
expenfive feries of ten volumes. In a very few
jnftances, where I had not the opportunity of con-
fulting the originals, Ihave adopted their teftimony
on the faith of modern guides, of whofe fidelity I
wras fatisfied; but on thefe occafions Inftead of27

decking mylelf with the borrowed plumes of Tille-
mont or Lardner, I have been moft fcrupuloufly
exa® in marking the extent of my reading, and the
fource of my information, This diftin@ion, which
a fenfe of truth and modefty had engaged me to
exprefs is ungeneroufly abufed by Mr. Davis, who
feems happy to inform his readers, “in ong inftance

(Chap. xvi. 164. or in the firlt edition, 163.) I have,
by an unaccountable overfight unfortunately for

“myfelf, forgot to drop the modern, and that I
“modeftly difclaim all knowledge of Athanafius,
“but what I had picked up from Tillemont
Without animadverting on the decency of thefe
expreflions, which are now grown familiar to me,
I fhall content myfelf with obferving, that as I had
frequently quoted, Eufebius, or Cyprian, or Ter-
tullian, becaufe 1 had read them fo, in this inftance,
J only made my reference to Tillemont, becaufe I
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had not read and did not poflefs the works of Atha.
nafius. The progrefs of my undertaking has fince
directed me to perufe the Hiflorical Apologies of the
Archbihop of Alexandria, whofe life is a very
interefting part of the age in which he lived; and if
Mr. Davis fhould have the curiofity to look into my
Second Volume, he will find that I make a free and
frequent appeal to the writings of Athanafivs.
Whatever may be the opinion or practice of my
adverfary, this I apprehend to be the dealing ofa
fair and honorable man.

1V. The hiftorical monuments of the three firft
centuries of ecclefiaftical antiquity are neither very
numerous nor very prolix. From the end of the
A@&s of the Apoftles, to the time when the firlt
Apology of Jultin Martyr was prefented, there
intervened a dark and doubtful period of fourfcore
years; and, even if the Epiftles of Ignatius fhould
be approved by the critic, they could not be very
ferviceable to the hiftorian. From the middle of the
fecond, tothe beginning of the fourth century; we
gain our knqwledge of the ftate and progrefs of
Chriftianity, from the fucceflive Apologies which
were occafionally compofed by Juftin, Athenagoras,
Tertullian, Origen, ¢c.; from the Epiftles of Cy-
prian froma few fincere ads of the Martyrs; from
fome moral or controverfial tracts, which indire&ly
explain the events and manners of the times; from
the rare and accidental notice which profane writers
have taken of the Chriftian fe&®; from the declama-
tory narrative which celebrates the deaths of the
perfecutors; and from the Ecclefialtical Hiltory
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of Eufcbius, who has preferved fome valuable
fragments of more early writers. Since the revival
of letters, thefe original materials have been the
common fund of critics and hiftorians nor has it
ever been imagined, that the abfolute and exclufive
property of a paflage in Eufebius or Tertullian was
acquired by the firt who had an opportunity of
quoting it. The learned work of IVlofheim de Rebus
Chriftianis ante Conflantinum, was printed in the
year 1753; and if I were poffefled of the patience
and difingenuity of Mr. Davis, would engage to
find all the ancient teltimonies that he has alledged,
in the writings of Dodwell or Tillemont, which
were publifhed before the end of the laft century.
But if I were animated by any malevolent intentions
agamf{t Dodwell or Tillemont, I could as eafily and
as unfairly, fix on them the guilt of plagiarifm, by
producing the fame paffages tranfcribed or tranflated
at full length in the Annals of Cardinal Baronius.
Let not criticifm be any longer difgraced by the
practice of fuch unworthy arts. Inftead of admitting
fufpicions as falfe as they are ungenerous, candor
will acknowledge, that Mofheim or Dodwell,
Tillemont or Baronius, enjoyed the fame right, and
often were under, the fame obligation, of quoting
the paffages which they had read, and which were
indifpenfably requifite to confirm the truth and fub.
ftance of their {imilar narratives. Mr. Davis 1s fo
far from allowing me the benefit of this common
indulgence, or rather of this common right, that he
ftigmatizes with the name of plagiarifm a clofe and
literal agreement with Dodwell in the account of
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fome parts of the perfecution of Diocletian, where
a few chapters of Eufebius and La&antius, perhaps
of Ladantius alone, are the fole materials from
whence our knowledge could be derived, and
where, if I had not tranfcribed I muft have inven-
ted. He is even bold enough (bold is no the proper
word) to conceive fome hopes of perfuading his
readers, that a hiftorian who has employed feveral
years of his life, and feveral hundred pages, on the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, had never
read Orofius', or the Auguftan Hiftory; and that
he was forced to borrow, at fecond-hand, his
quotations from the Theodofian code. I cannot
profefs myfelf very defirous of Mr. Davis's acquain-
tance; but ifhe will take the trouble of calling at my
houfe any afternoon when I am not at home, my
fervant fhall how him my library, which he will
find tolerably well furnithed with the vfeful authors,
ancient as well as modern, ecclefialtical as well as
profane, who have directly fupplied me with the
materials of my Hiltory.

The peculiar reafons, and they are not of the moft
flattering kind, which urged. me to repel the furious
and feeble attack of Mr. Davis, have been already
mentioned. But fince I am drawn thus relu@antly
into the lifts of controverfy, 1 fhall not retire till I
have faluted, either with fern defiance or gentle
courtefly, the theological champions who have
fignalized their ardor to break a lance againlt the
fhield of a Pagan adverfary. The Fifteenth and
Sixteenth Chapters have been honored with the
notice of feveral writers whofe names and characters



Me. Ar-
THORPE.

76 VINDICATION OF
feemed to promile more maturity of judgment and
learning than could reafonably be expected from the
unfinifhed (tudies of a Bachelor of Arts, The Re-
verend Mr. Apthorpe, Dr, Watfon, the Regius
Profeffor of Divinity in the Univerfity of Cambridge,
Dr. Chelfum of Chrift Church, and his offociate Dr.
Randolph, Prefident of Corpus Chrifti College,
and the Lady Margarets Profeffor of Divinity in the
Univerfity of Oxford, have given me a fair right,
which, however, Ifhall not abufe, of freely decla-
ring my opinion on the fubje& of their refpective
criticifms.

If I am not miftaken, Mr. Apthorpe was the firlk
who announced to the Public his intention of exami-
ning the interefting fubject which I had treated in the
Two lalt Chapters of my Hiftory. The multitude
of collateral and acceflary ideas which prefented
themfelves to the Author, infenfibly felled the bulk
of his papers to the fize of a large volume in o&avo;
the publication was delayed many months beyond
thetime of the firlt advertifement; and when Mr.
Apthorpe’s Lettersappeared 1 was furprifed to find,
that I had fcarcely any intereft or concern in their
contents. They are filled with general obfervations
on the Study of Hiftory, with a’large and ufeful
catalogue of Hiftorians, and with a variety of
refle@ions, moral and religious, all preparatory to
the dire@ and formal confideration of my Two laft
Chapters which Mr. Apthorpe feems to referve for
the fubjed of a Second Volume. Ifincerely refpect
the learning, the piety, and the candor of this
Gentleman, and muft confider it as a mark of his
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clteem, that he has thought proper to begin his
approaches at fo great a diftance from the fortifi.
cations which he defigned to attack.

When Dr. Watfon gave to the Public his Apology
for Chriftianity, ina Series of Letters, he addreffed
them to the Author of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, with ajult confidence that he had
confidered this important obje® in a manner not
unworthy of his antagonift or of himfelf. Dr. Wat-
fon’s mode of thinking bears a liberal and a philo.
{ophic caft; his thoughts are expreffed with fpirit,
and that fpirit is always tempered by politenefs and
moderation. Such 1s the man whom I (hould be
happy to call my friend, and whom 1 fhould not
blufh to call my antagonift. But the fame motives
which might tempt me to accept, or even to folicit,
a private and amicable conference, diffuaded me
from entering into a public contraverfy with a Writer
of fo refpe@able a charader; and 1 embraced the
carliet opportunity of exprefling to Dr. Watfon
himfelf, how fincerely I agreed with him in thinking,

That as the world is now poffefled of the opinion
of us both upon the fubje&in queftion, it may be

‘perhaps as proper for us both to leave it in this
“fate 7*” The nature of the ingenious Profeflor’s
Apology contributed to firengthen the infuperable
reluctance to engage in hoftile altercation which was
common to us both, by convincing me, that {uch
an altercation was unneceflary as well as unpleafant.
He very jultly and politely declares, thata confide-
rable part, near feventy pages, of his {mall volume
are not directed tome but to a fet of men whom
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be places in an odious and contemptible light. He
leaves to other hands the defence of the leading
Ecclefialtics, even of the primitive church; and
without being very anxious, cither to foften their
vices and indifcretion, or to aggravate the cruelty
of the Heathen Perfecutors, he paffes over in filence
the greatelt part of my Sixteenth Chapter. It is not
fo much the purpole of the Apologift to examine the
facts which have been advanced by the Hiftorian,
as to remove the impreflions which may have been
formed bv many of his Readers; and the Remarks
of Dr. Watfon confit more properly of general
argumentation than of particular criticifm. He fairly
owns, that I have exprefsly allowed the full and
irrefiftible weight of the fir/? great caufe of the fuccefs
of Chriftianity and he is too candid to deny that
the five fecondary caufes, which I had attémpted to
explain, operated with fome degree of active energy
towards the accomplifhement of that great event.
The only queftion which remains hetween us, relates
to the degree of the weight and effec of thofe fecon-
dary caufes; and as I am perfuaded that our philo-
fophy is not of the dogmatic kind, we fhould foon
acknowledge that this precife degree cannot be afcer.
tained by reafloning, nor perhaps be expreflfed by
words. Inthe courfe of this inquiry, fome incidental
difficulties have arifen, which 1 had fated with
impartiality, and which Dr. Watfon refolves with
wgenuity and temper. Hf in fome inftances he feems
to have mifapprehended my fentiments, I may
hefitate whether I thould impute the fault to my own
waat of clearnefs or to his want of attention, but l
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can never entertain a fulpicion that Dr. Watfon would
delcend to employ the difingenuous arts of vulgar
controverfy.

There is, however, one paflage, and one paffage
only, which muft not pafs without fome explana.
tion; and 1 fhall the more eagerly embrace this oc-
cafion to illuftrate what I had faid, as the mifcon.
firu@ion of my true meaning feems to have made
an involuntary, but unfavorable impreflion on the
liberal mind of Dr. Watfon. As I endeavour not
to palliate the feverity, but to difcover the motives,
of the Roman Magiftrates, I had remarked, it was

in vaia that the oppreffed Believer afferted the un-
alienable rights of confcience and private judgment.

Though his fituation might excite the pity, hisar-
gumeants could neverreach the underftanding, ci-
ther of the philofophic or of the believing part of
the Pagan world The humanity of Dr. Watfon

takes fire on the fuppofed provocation, and he alks
me with unufual quicknefs, How, Sir, are the argu.

ments for liberty of confciencefo exceedingly incons
clufive, that you think them incapable of reaching
the underftanding even of philofophers He

continues to obferve, thata captious advetfary would
embrace with avidity the opportunity this paffage af

oF
tords of blotting my character with the odious ftain
of being a Perfecutor a ftain which no learning can
wipe out, which no genius or ability can render
amiable; and though he himfelf does not enter.
tain fuch an opinion of my principles, his ingenuity
tries in vain to provide me with the means of
elcape.



go VINDICATION OF
I mult lament that I have not been fuccefsful in

the explanation of a very {imple notion of the fpirit
both of Philofophy and of Polytheifm, which I have
repeatedly inculcated. The arguments which affere
the rights of confcience are not inconclufive in them-
felves, but the underftanding of the Greeks and
Romans was fortified againft their evidence by an
invincible prejudice. When we liften to the voice
of Bayle, of Locke, and of genuine reafon, in favor
of religious toleration, we fhall eafily perceive that
our molt forcible appeal 1s made to our mutual fee.
lings. If the Jew were allowed to argue with the
Inquifitor, he would requeft thatfor a moment they
might exchange their different fituations, and might
fafely alk his Catholic Tyrant, whether the fear of
death would compel Aim to enter the fynagogue,
to receive the mark of circumcifion, and to partake
of the pafchal lamb. As foon as the cafe of per-
fecution was brought home to the breaft of the In.
quifitor, he muft have found fome difficulty in fup-
prefling the dictates of natural equity, which would
infinuate to his confcience, that he could have no
right to infli& thofe punithments which, under fi-
milar circumftances he would efteem it as his duty
to encounter. But this argument could not reach
the underftanding of a Polytheift, or of an ancient
Philofopher. The former was ready, wheneverhe was
fummoned, orindeed without being fummoned, to
fall proftrate before the altars of any Gods who were
adored in any part ofthe world, and to admit a vague
perfuafion of the truthand divinity of the moft different

modes
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modes of religion. The philofopher, who con.
fidered them, at leaftin their literal fenfe, as equally
Julfe and abfurd, was not afhamed to difguife his
fentiments, and to frame his actions according to
the laws of his country, which impofed the fame
obligation onthe Philofophersand the people When
Pliny declared, that whatever was the opinion of
the Chriftians, their obftinacy deferved punifhment,
the abfurd cruelty of Pliny was excufed 1n his
own eye, by the confcioufnefs that, in the fitua-
tion of the Chriltians, he would not have refufed the
religious compliance which he exacted. I fhall
not repeat, that the Pagan worlhip was a matter,
not of opinion but of cuflom that the toleration
of the Romans was confined to nations or families
who followed the practice of their anceftors; and
that in the firlt ages of Chriftianity their perfecu-
tion of the individuals who departed from the
eftablifhed religion was neither moderated by pure
reafon, nor inflamed by exclufive zeal. But l only
defire to appeal, from the hafty apprchenfion, to
the more deliberate judgment, of Dr. Watfon him-
felf. Should. there fill remain any difference of opi-
nion between us, I (hall be fatisfied, if he will con.
fider me as a fincere, though perhaps unfuccefsful
lover of truth, and as a firm friend to civil and
ecclefialtical freedom.

Farbeitfrom me, orfrom any faithful Hiltorian
y Dr Curisto impute to refpectable focieties the faults of fome and Dr. Ran.

individual members. Our two Univerfities molt
undoubtedly contain the fame mixture, and moft
probably the fame proportions, of zeal and mode-

Vou. V. G
noLpy,



82 VINDICATION OF
ration, of reafon and fuperflition. Yet there is much
les difference between the fmoothnefls of the Ionic,
and the roueghnefs of the Doric dialect, than may
be found between the polithed ftyle of Dr. Watfon,
and the coarfe language of Mr. Davis, Dr. Chel-
fum, or Dr. Randolph. The fecond of thefe Critics,
Dr. Chellum of Chrift Church, is unwilling that the
would fhould forget that Ze was the firlt who [ounded
to arms, that Ze was the fir® who furmfhed the
antidote to the poifon, and who, as early as the
month of O&ober of the year 1776, publifhed his
Strictures on the two lalt Chapters of Mr. Gibbon’s
Hiftory. The fuccefs of a pamphlet, which he
modefltly ftyles imperfect and ill~digelted, encou-
raged him to refume the controver(y. In the be-
ginning of the prefent year, his Remarks made their
fecond appearance, with fome alteration of form,
and a large increafe of bulk; and the author who
feems to fight under the prote&tion of two epifco~
pal banners, has prefixed, in the front of his vo-
lume, bis name and titles, which in the former
edition he had lefs honorably fuppreffed. His con.
fidence is fortified by the alliance and communica.
tions of a diflinguiflied Writer, Dr. Randolph, &re.
who, on a proper occafion, would, no doubt be
ready to bear as honorable teftimony to the merit
and reputation of Dr. Chelfum. The two friends
are indeed fo happily united by art and nature,
that if the author of the Remarks had not pointed
out the valuable cammunications of the [Vlargaret
Profeffor, it would have been impofiible to fepatate
their refpective property. Writers who poffefs any
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freedom of mind, may be known from each other
by the peculiar chara&er of their fiyle and fenti-
ments; but the champions who are inlifted in the
fervice of Authority, commonly wear the uniform
of the regiment. Oppreflfed with the {amg yoke,
covered with the fame trappings, they heavily move
along, perhaps not with an equal pace, in the lame
beaten track of prejudice and preferment. Yet I thould
expole my own injuflice, werel abfolutely to con-
found with Mr. Davis the two Doétors in Divinity,
who are joined in one volume. The three Critics
appear to be animated by the fame implacable re-
fentment againflt the Hiltorian of the Roman Em
pire; they are alike difpofed to fupport the fame
opinions by the fame arts; and if in the language
of the two latter, the difregard of politenefs is fome-
what lefs grofs and indecent, the difference is not
of fuch a maguitude as to excite in my breaft any
lively fenfations of gratitude. It was the misfortunc
of Mr. Davis that he undertook to write before he
bad read. He fet out with the tock of authorities
which he found in my quotations, and boldly vent.
tured to play bis reputation againft mine. Perhaps
he may now repent of a lofs which is not eafily
recovered; but if I had not furmounted my ahmolt
infuperable relu®ance to a public difpute, many a
reader might {till be dazzled by the vehemence of
his affertions, and might fill believe that Mr. Da-
vis had dete@ed feveral wilful and important mil-
reprefentations in my Two lalt Chapters. But the
confederate Do&ors appear to be fcholars ofa higher
form and longer experience; they enjoy a certain

G2
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rank in their academical world; and as their zea
is enlightened by fome rays of knowledge, fo their
defire to ruin the credit of their adverfary 1s oc-
cafionally checked by the apprehenfion of injuring
their own. Thefe reftraints, to which Mr. Davis
was a {tranger, have confined them to a very nar-
row and humble path of hiflorical criticifm; and if
I were to corre, according to their wilhes, all the
particular facts againft which they have advanced any
objections thefe corredions, admitted in their ful-
left extent, would hardly furnifh materials for a
decent lilt of errata.

The dogmatical part of their work which in every
fenfe of the word deferves that appellation, is ill
adapted to engage my attention. I had declined the
confideration of theological arguments, when they
were managed by a candid and liberal adverfary;
and it would be inconfiftent enough, if I thould have
refufed to draw my fword in honorable combat
againft the keen and well tempered weapon of Dr.
Watfon, for the fole purpofe of encountering the
ruftic cudgel of two ftaunch and fturdy Polemics.

I fhall not enter any farther into the character and
condué of Cyprian, as I am fenfible that, if the
opinion of Le Clerc, Mofheim, and myfelf, is re-
probated by Dr. Chelfum and his ally, the difference
muft fubfift, till we {hall entertain the fame notions
of moral virtue and ecclefiaftical power 1f Dr.
Randolph will allow that the primitive Clergy re-
ceived, managed, and diftributed the tithes, and
other charitable donations of the faithful, the dif-
pute between us will be a difpute of words I

J
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fhall not amufe myfelf with proving that the learned
Origen muft have derived from the infpired autho-
rity of the Church his knowledge, not indeed of
the authenticity, but of the infpiration of the four
Evangelifts, two of whom are not in the rank of the
Apotftles*. I fhall fubmit to the judgment of the
Public, whether the Athanafian Creed 1s not read and
received inthe Church of England, and whether the
wifelt and moft virtuous of the Pagans believed
the Catholic faith, which is declared in the Athanafian
Creed to be abfolutely neceflary for falvation. As
little fhall I think myfelf intevefted in the elaborate
difquifitions: with which the Author of the Remarks
has filled a great number of pages concerring the
famous teftimony of Jofephus, the paffages of Irenzus
and Theophilus, which relate to the gift of miracles,
and the origin of circumcifion in Paleftine or in
Egypt If I have rejected, and rejected, with
fome contempt, the interpolation which pious fraud
has very awkwardly inferted in the text of Jofephus,
Lmay deem myfelf fecure behind the fhicld of learned
and pious critics (fee in particular Le Clerc, in his
Ars Critica, part iii. fect. 1. 15. and Lardner’s
Tefltimonies, Vol. i. p. 150. &c. who have con-
demned this paffage: and I think it very natural that
Dr. Chelfum fhould embrace the contrary opinion,
which is not deftitute of able advocates. The paf-
fages of Irenzus and Theophilus were thoroughly
fifted in the controverfy about the duration of Mi-
racles; and as the wotks of Dr. Middleton may be
found in every library, fo it is not impoffible that
a diligent fearch may ftill difcover fome remains of

[S G3
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the writings of his adverfaries. In mentioning the
confeflion of the Syrians of Paleftine, that they had
received from Egypt the iite of circumcifion, had
fimply alledged the telimony of Herodotus, without
exprefsly adopting the fentiment of Marfham. But
1 had always imagined, that in thefe doubtful and
wndifferent queltions, which have been folemnly
argued before the tribunal of the Public, every cho.
Iar was at liberty to chufe his fide, without affigning
his reafons; nor can I yet perfuade myfelf, that ei-
ther Dr. Chelfum, or myfelf, are likely ‘to enforce,
by any new arguments, the opinions which we
have refpeively followed. The only novelty for
which I can perceive myfelf indebted to Dr, Chel
fum, 1s the very extraordinary Scepticifm which he
infinuates concerning the time of Herodotus, who,
according to the chronology of fome, flourifhed
during the time of the Jewifh captivity Can it
be neceffary to inform a Divine, that the captivity
which lafted feventy years, according to the pro-
phecy of Jeremiah, was terminated in the year 5¢6
before Chrift, by the edi& which Cyrus publifhed
in the firft ycar of his reign (Jeremiah. xxv. 11,
12. xxix. 10. Ezra, 1. 1. &c. Uber and Prideanx,
under the years 606 and 536.) Can it be neceffary
to inform aman of letters, that Herodotus was fifty.
three years old at the commencement of the Pe-
loponnefian war Aulus Gellius, No&. Attic. xv. 23.
from the commentaries of Pamphila) and confequent-
ly that he was born in the year before Chrift 484,
fifty-two years after the end of the Jewifh captivity?
As this well attefted fat is not expofed to the flighteft
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doubt or difficulty, I am fomewhat curious to
learn the names of thofe unknown authors, whofe
chronology Dr. Chelfum has allowed as the fpe-
cious foundation of a probable hypothefis. The Au-
thor of the Remarks does not feem indeed to have
cultivated with much care offuccefs, the province
of literary hiftory as a very moderate acquaintance
with that ufeful branch of knowledge would have
faved him from a pofitive miftake, much lefs excu.
fable than the doubt which he entertains about the
time of Herodotus. He ftyles Suidas a Heathen

writer, who lived about the end of the rent/ cen-
tury I admitted the period which he afligus

to Suidas; and which is well afcertained by Dr.
Bentley. (See his Reply to Boyle, p. 22,23.) We
are led to fix this epoch, by the chronology which
this Heathen writer has deduced from Adam, to
the death of the emperor John Zimifces, A. D. y75:
and a crowd of paffages might be produced, as the
unanfwerable evidence of his Chriftianity. But the
moft unan{werable of all is the very date, which
is not difputed between us. The philofophers who
flourifhed under Juftinian (fee Agathias, L. ii. p. 65,
66.) appear to have been the laft of the Heathen
writers: and the ancient religion of the Greeks
was annihilated almoft four hundred years before
the birth of Suidas.

After this animadverfion, which is not intended
either to infult the failings of my Adverfary, or
to provide a canvenient excufe for my own errors,
I fhall proceed to fele& two important parts of Dr.
Chelfum’s Remarks, from which the candid reader

Ga
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may form fome opinion of the whole. They relate
to the military fervice of the firt Chriftians, and
to the hiftorical charaéter of Eufebius; and I fhall
review them with the lefs reluétance, asitmay not
be impoflible to pick up fomething curious and ufe-
ful even in the barren wafte of controverly.

I. In reprefenting the errors of the primitive Chrif.
tians, which flowed from an excefs of virtue,
had obflerved tliat they expofed themfelves to the
reproaches of the Pagans, by their obftinate refufal
to take an a&ive part in the civil adminiftration,
or military defence of the empire; that the objec-
tions of Celfus appear to have been mutilated by
his adverfary Origen; and that the Apologifts, to
whom the public dangers were urged, returned ob-
fcure and ambiguous anfwers, as they were unwil-
ling to difclofe the true ground of their fecurity,
their opinion of the approaching end of the world
In another place I had related, from the acts of Ruin-
art, the a&ion and punifhment of the Centurion
Marcellus, who was put to death for renouncing
the fervice in a public and feditious manner

On this occafion Dr, Chelfum is extremely alert.
He denies my fads, controverts my opinions, and,
with a politenefs worthy of Mr. Davis himfelf, in-
finuates that I borrowed the ftory of Marcellus, not
from Ruinart, but from Voltaire. My learned ad-
verfary thinks it highly improbable that Origen
fhould dare to mutilate the objedions of Celfus,

whofe work was, in all probability, extant at
the time he made this reply. In {uch cafe, had
he even been inclined to treat his adverfary un-
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fairly, he muft yet furely have been with-held
from the attempt, through the fear of detection

The experience both of ancient and modern con-
troverfy has indeed convinced me that this reafon-
ing, jult and natural as it may feem, is totally in-
conclufive, and that the generality of difputants,
efpecially in religious contefts, are of a much more
daring and intrepid fpirit. For the truth of this re.
mark I fhall content myfelf with producing a re-
cent and very fingular cxample, in which Dr. Chel-
fum himfelf is perfonally interefled. He charges®*
me with pafling ovérin filence the important and

unfufpected teltimony of aleathen hiftorian (Dion
Caffius) to the perfecution of Domitian; and he
affirms, that 1 have produced that teftimony fo
far only as it relates to Clemens and Domitilla;
yet in the very fame paffage follows immediately,
that on alike accufation MANY OTHERS were alfo
condemned. Some of them were put to death,
others fuffered the confifcation of their goods

Although I{hould not be athamed to undertake the
apology of Nero or Domitian, if I thought them
innocent of any particular crime with which zeal
or malice had unjuftly branded their memory; yet
I thould indeed blufh, if, in favor of tyranny, or
even in favor of virtue, I had fuppreffed the truth
and evidence of hiftorical fa@s. But the Reader will
feel fome furprife, when he has convinced himfelf
that, in the three editions of my Firft Volume, after
relating the death of Clemens, and the exile of Do-
mitilla, I continueto alledge the exTiRE TESTIMO-
NY of Dion, in the following words: and fentences
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either of death, or of confifcation, were pro.
nounced againlta GREAT NUMBER OF PERSONS
who where involved in the fame accufation The
guilt imputed to their charge, was thatof Atheifm
and Jewifh manners; a fingular affociation of ideas
which cannot with any propriety be applied ex-
cept to the Chriftians, as they were obfcurely
and imperfectly viewed by the magiftrates and
writers of that period.” Dr, Chelfum has not

been deterred by the fear of detection, from this fcan.
dalous mutilation of the popular work of a living
adverfary. Bat Celfus had been dead above fifty
years before Origen publithed his Apology and the
copies of an ancient work inftead of being inftan-
taneoufly multiplied by the operation of the prefs,
were f{eparately and flowly tranferibed by the labor
of the hand.

If any modern divine [hould fill maintain that the
fidelity of Qrigen was fecured by motives more
honorable than the fear of dete&®ion, he may learn’
from Jerom the difference of the gymnaflic anpdog-
matic ftyles. Truthis the obje& of the one, victory
of the other; and the fame arts which would difgrace
the fincerity of the teacher ferve only to difplay the
{kill of the difputant. Afeer juftifying his own
pradtice by that of the orators and philofophers, Jerom
defends himlelf by the more refpectable authority of
Chriftian apologifts. How many thoufand lines, fays

he, have becn compofed againft Celfics and Porphy-
ry, by Origen, Methodius, Eufebius, Apollinaris 2

 Confider with what arguments, with what flippery
problems, they elude theinventions ofthe Devil
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and how, in their controvefy with the Gentiles they
are fometimes obliged to fpeak, not what they
really think, but what is moft advantageous for the
caufe they defend. Origenes, &c. multis verfu-
pm millibus feribunt adverfus Celfum Porphy-
rinm. Confiderate quibus argumentis quam
Jubricis problematibus diaboli fpiritu contexta
fubvertunt: quia interdum coguntur loqui, non
quod fentiunt, fed quod necefle eft dicunt adver-
fus ea quz dicunt Gentiles.” (Pro Libris adverf.

Jovinian. Apolog. tom. ii. p. 135.)
Yet Dr. Chelfum may {till alk, and he has a right to

alk, why inthis particular inflance I fufpeét the pious
Origen of mutilating the objections ofhis adverfary.
From a very obvious, and, in my opinion, a very
decifive circumftance. Celfus was a Geek philofopher,
the friend of Lucian jand I thought that, altheugh he
mightfupport error by fophiltry, he would not write
nonfenfeinhisownlanguage. renounce my fufpicion,
af the molt attentive reader is able to underftand the
defign and purport of a paffage which is given as a
formal quotation from Celfus, and which begins with
the following words: Ov uw #3¢ exevo ovexrov au Asyovrogs we,

&c. {Origen contr. Celfum, L. viii. p. 425. edit. Spen-
cer,Cantab. 1677.) L havecarefully infpected the origi-
nal, I have availed myfelf of the learning of Spencer,
and even Bouhereau, (for I fhall always difclaim the
abfurd and affected pedantry of ufing without fcruple
a Latin verfion, but of defpifing the aid of a French
tranflation,) and the ill fuccefs of my efforts has coun-
tenanced the fufpicion to which I till adhere, witha
jult mixture of doubt and hefitation. Origen very

LY
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boldly denies, that any of the Chriftians have affirmed
what is imputed to them by Celfus, in this unintel-
ligible quotation and it may ealily be credited that
none had maintained what none can comprehend.
Dr. Chelfum had produced the words of Origin but
on this occafion there is a ftrange ambiguity in the
language of the modern divine as if he wilhed to
infinuate what he dared not affirm; and every reader
mult conclude, from his ftate of the queftion, that
Origen exprefsly denied the truth of the accufationof
Cellus, who had accufed the Chriftians of declining
to affift their fellow-fubje és in the military defence of
the empire, aflailed on every fide by the arms of the
Barbarians.

Will Dr. Chelfum juftify to the world, can he
juftify to his own feelings, the abufe which he has
made even of the privileges of the Gymnaftic ftyle
Carelefs and hafty indeed muft have been his perufal
of Origen, if he did not perceive that the ancient
apologift, who makes a ftand on fome incidental
queltion, admits the accufation of his adverfary, that
the Chriltians refufed to bear arms even at the com-
mand of their fovereign. Kos overpurevomcfo py evr
xa exsnyn” (Origen, L. viii. p 427.) He endeavours to
palliate this undutiful refufal, by reprefenting that
the Chriftians had their peculiar camps, in which
they incelfantly combated for the f{afety of the em.
peror and the empire by lifting up their right hands
—in prayer, The apologift feems to hope that his
country will be fatisned with this fpiritual aid, and
dexteroully confounding the colleges of Roman
priefts with the multitudes which fwelled the Catholic
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church, he claims for his brethren, mn all the provinces,
the exemption from military fervice, which was
enjoyed by the facerdotal order. But as this excufe
might not readily be allowed, Origen looks forwards
with a lively faith to that aufpicious revolution, which
Celfus had rejected as impoflible, when all the nations
of the habitable earth, renouncing their paflions and
their arms, fhould embrace the pure doérines of the
Gofpel, and lead a life of peace and innocence under
theimmediate protection of Heaven. The faith of Ori-
gen feems to be principally founded on the predictions
of the Prophet Zephaniah {See iii. 5, 10.) and he prua
dently obferves that the prophets often fpeak fecret
things (ev ameggrrorevaas, p. 4206,), which may be under-

ftood by thofe whocan underfiand them; and that if
this fupendous change cannot be effected while we
retain our bodies it may be accomphifhed as foon as
we fhall bereleafed from them. Suchisthereafoning of
Origen: thoughl have notfollowed the order, 1 have
faithfully preferved the fubfance of it; which fully
juftifies the truth and propriety of my obfervations.

The execution of Marcellus, the Centurion, is
naturally connected with the Apology of Origen, as
the former declared by his actions, what the latter
had affirmed in his writings, that the confcience of
a devout Chriftian would not allow him to bear
arms, even at the command of his fovereign, had
reprefented this religious feruple as one of the motives
which provoked Marcellus, on the day ofa public
feltival, tothrow away the enfigns of his office; and
I prefumed to obferve, that fuch an act of defertion
would have been punifhed in any government acgor-
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ding to martial oreven civillaw. Dr. Chelfum®” very
bluntly accules me of mifreprefenting the ftory, and
of fupprelling thofe circumftances which would have
defended the Centurion from the unjuft imputation
thrown by me upon his condu&@. The difpute between
the advocate for [Marcellus and myfelf lies in a very
narrow compals; as the whole evidence is comprifed
in a (hort, fimple, and, I believe, authentic narrative.

t. In another place I obferved, and even prelfed
the obfervation, *f that the innumerable deities and

rites of Polytheifm were clofely interwovenwith
every circumltance of bufinels or nleafure, of
public or of private life;” and'l had parti

cularly fpecified how much the Roman difcipline
was conneéted with the national fuperflition. A
folemn oath of fidelity was repeated every yearin the
name of the gods and of the genius of the Emperor,
public and daily facrifices were performed at the head
of the camp, the legionary was continually tempted,
or rather compelled, to join in the idolatrous worthip
of his fellow-foldiers; and had not any fcruples been
entertained of the lawfulnefs of war, it is not eafy
to underftand how any ferious Chriftian could inlift
under a banner which has been juftly termed the rival

ofthe Crofs. Vexilla mula Chrifti.” (Tertullian de
Corona Miulitis. xi.) With regard to the foldiers,
who before their converfion were already engaged
in the military life, fear, habit, ignorance, neceflity,
might bend them to fomc acts of occafional con-
formity and as long as they abftained from abfolute
and intentional idolatry, their behaviour was excufed
by the indulgent, and cenfured by the more rigid



THE DECLINE AND FALL. 95
caluilts. (See the whole Treatife de Corona Militis.) We
arc ignorant of the adventures and charad&ter of the
Centurion Marcellus, how long he had conciliated the
profeflion of arms and of the Gofpel, whether he
was only a Catechumen, or whether he was initiated
bv the facrament of baptifm, We are likewife at a
lofs to afcertain the particular ac of idolatry which
fo fuddenly and fo forcibly provoked his pious indig-
nation. As he declared his faith in the midft of a pub.
lic entertainment given on the birth.day of Galerius,
he muft have been flartled by fome of the facred and
convivial rites (Convivia ifta profana reputans) of
prayers, or vows, or libations, or, perhaps, by the offen
five circumftance of eating the meats which had been
offered ro the idols. But the feruples of Marcellus were
not confined to thefe accidental impurities they evi.
dently reached the effential duties of his profeflion;
and when, before the tribunal of the magiftrates, he
avowed his faith at the hazard of his life, the Centu.
rion declared, as his cool and determined perfuafion,
that it does not become a Chriftian man, who is the
foldier of the Lord Chrift, to bear arms for any object
of earthly concern. “Non enim decebat Chriftianum

hominem moleftiis fecularibus militare, qui Chrifto
Domino militat.” A formal declaration, which

clearly difengages from each other the different
LJqueftions of war and idolatry. With regard to

both thefe queftions, as they were underltcod by
the primitive Chriftians, I wifh to refer the reader
to the fentiments and authorities of Mr. Moyle, a
bold and ingenious critic, who read the Fathers as
their judge, and not as their flave, and who has
refuted, with the moft patient candor, all that learned
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prejudice could fuggelt in favor of the filly ftory
of the Thundering Legion. (See IMoyle's Works,
Vol. ii. p. 84—88. 111 116. 163 212. 208 302.
327 341.) And here let me add, that the paflage
of Origen, who in the name of his brethren dif-
claims the duty of military fervice, is underftood by
Mr. Moyle in its true and obvious fignification.

2. I know not where Dr. Chelfum has imbibed
the principles of logic or morality which teach him
to approve the condu& of Marcellus, who threw
down his rod, his belt, and his arms, at the head
of the legion, and publicly rencunced the military
fervice, atthe very time when he found himfelf ob-
liged to offer facrifice. Yet furely this is a very
falfe notion of the condition and duties of a Roman
Centurion. [Marcellus was bound, by a folemn oath,
to ferve with fidelity till he fhould be regularly dif.
charged and according to the f{entiments which
Dr. Chelfum afcribes to him, he was not releafed
from his oath by any miftaken opinion of the un-
lawfulnefs of war. I would propofe it as a cafe of
confcience to any philofopher, or even to any ca-
fuilt in Europe, Whether a particular order, which
cannot be reconciled with virtue or piety, diffolves
the ties of a general and lawful obligation? And
whether, if they had been confulted by the Chrftian
Centurion, they would not have dire@ed him to
increafe his diligence in the execution of his military
fun&ions, to refufe to yield to any a& of idolatry,
and patiently to expect the confequences of fuch a
refufal But, inftead of obeying the mild and mo-
derate dictates of religion, infiead of diftinguifhing

between
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between the duties of the foldier and of the Chrif~
tian, Marcellus, with imprudent zeal, rufhed for-
wards to feize the crown of martyrdom. He might
have privately confeffed himfelf guiity to the tribune
or prefe@ under whom he ferved: he chofe on the
day of a public feftival to difturb the order of the
camp. He infulted, without neceflity, the religion
of his fovereign and of his country, by the epithets
of contempt which he bellowed on the Roman
gods. “Deos veltros ligneos lapideos adorare

contemno, que funt idola furda muta.” Nay
more; at the head of the legion, and in the face of
the ftandards, the centurion Marcellus openly re-
nounced his allegiance to the Emperors. “Kx hoc

militate IMPERATORIBUS VES tRIsdefifto.” From
this moment I no longer ferve vour Emperors,
are the important words of Marcellus, which his
advocate has not thought proper to tranflate, I
again make my appeal to any lawyer, to any military
man, Whether, under fuch circumftances, the pro-
noun your has not a {editious, and even treafonable
import And whether the officer who fhould make
this declaration, and at the fame time throw away
his fword at the head of the regiment, would not
be condemned for mutiny and defertion by any court-
martial in Europe? Iam the rather difpofed tojudge
favorably of the conduc of the Roman government,
as cannot difcover any defire to take advantage of
the indifcretion of Marcellus. The commander of
the legion feemed to lament that it was not in his
power to diffemble this rafh action. After a delay
of more than three months, the Centurion was

Vor. V. IL
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examined before the Vice prefe@, his{uperior judgc;
who offered him the faire opportunities of explain.
ing or qualifying bis feditious expreflions, and at
lait condemned him to lofe his head; not {imply
becaufc he was a Chriftian, but becaufe he had vio-
lated his military oath, thrown away his belt, and
publicly blafphemed the Gods and the Emperors.
Perhaps the impartial reader will confirm the fen-
tence of the Vice-prefeét Agricolanus, «Ita fe ha-

bent facta Marcelli, ut heec difeiplina debeant vin.
dicari.”
Notwith{tanding the plaineft evidence, Dr. Chel-

fum will not believe that either Origen in theory,
or Marcellus in practice, could ferioufly objet to
the ufe of arms; “becaufe it is well known, that,

far from declining the bufinefs of war altogether,
whole legions of Chriftians ferved in the Impe-
rial armies®® 1 have not yetdifcovered, in the

author orauthors of the Remarks, many traces of
a clear and enlightened underftanding, yet I can-
not fuppofle them fo deftitute of every reafoning
principle, as to imagine that they here allude to
the condu& of the Chriftians who embraced the
profeffion of arms after their religion had obtained
a public eftablifhment. Whole legions of Chriftians
ferved under the banners of Conftantine and Jufti=
nian, as whole regiments of Chriftians are now in-
lifted in the fervice of France or England. The re-
prefentation which 1 had given, was confined to"
the principles and practice of the church of which
Origen and Marcellus were members, before the
fenfe of public and private intereft had reduced the
lofty ftandard of evangelical perfection tothe ordinary

4
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level of human nature. In thofe primitive times,
where are the Chriftian legions that ferved in the
Imperial armies? Our ecclefiaftical Pompeys may
ftamp with their foot, but noarmed men willarife
out of the carth, except the ghofis of the T hunder-
ing and the Thebzxan legions the former renowned
for a miracle, and the latter for a matyrdom. Ei
ther the two Proteftant Do&ors muft acquiefce un-
der fome imputations which are better underftood
than exprefled, or they muft prepare, in the full
light and freedom of the eighteenth century, to
undertake the defence of two obfolete legions, the
lealt abfurd of which ftaggered the well difciplined
credulity of a Francifcan Friar. (See Pagi Critic.
ad Annal. Baronii, A, D. 174. tom p. 168 Very
diffcrent, was the fpirit and talte of the learned and
ingenuous Dr. Jortin, who, after treating the filly
flory of the Thundering Legion with the contempt
it deferved, continues in the following words:

Vloyle wifhes no greater penance to the believers
of the Thundering Legion, than that they may
aifo believe the Martyrdom of the Thebzan Le-
gion (Moyle’s Works, vol. ii. p. 103.) to which
good with, I fay with Le Clerc Bibliothéque
A. M. tom. xxvii. p. 193.) AMEN.

Qui Bavium non odit amet tua carmina Meyi.”
‘ww

(Jortin’s Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory vol. i.
p- 367. 2d Edition, London, 1767.)

Yet 1 fhall not attempt to conceal a formidable
army of Chriftians and even of Martyrs, which is

H2
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ready to inlift under the banners of the confederate
Doctors, if they will accept their fervice. As a pe.
cimen of the extravagant legends of the middle age,
I had produced the inftance of ten thoufand Chriftian-
foldiers fuppoled to have been crucified on Mount
Ararat, by the order either of Trajan or Hadrian
For the mention and for the confutation of this ftory,
I had appealed to a papift and a proteltant, to the
learned Tillemont (Ném. Eccléfiaft. tom. ii. part ii.
p. 438.), and to the diligent Geddes Mifcellanies,
vol. ii. p.203.), and when Tillemont was not afraid
to fay that there are few hiftories which appear more
fabulous, 1 was not athamed of difmiffing the fuble
with filent contempt.” We may trace the degrees of
fiGion as well as thofe of credibility, and the impartial
critic will not place on the fame level the baptifm of
Philip and the donation of Conftantine. But in con-
fidering the crucifixion of the ten thoufand Chriftian
foldiers, we are not reduced to the neceflity of weigh.
10g any internal probabilities’, or of difproving any
external teftimonies, This legend, the abfurdity of
which muft trike every rational mind, ftands naked
and unfupported by the authority of any writer who
lived within a thoufaod years of the age of Trajan,
and has not been able to obtain the poor fanéion of
uncorrupted martyrologies which were framed in
the moft credulous period of ecclefiaftical biftory.
The two Proteftant Doéors will probably reject the
unfubRantial prefent which has been offered them;
yet there is one of my adverfaries, ‘he anonymous
Gentleman, who boldly declares himfelf the votary
of the ten thoufand martyrs, and challenges me “to
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difcredit a FACT which hitherto by many has been
“looked upon aswell eftablifhed tis pity that

«0.a prudent confeffor did not whifper mn his ear, that,
although the martyrdom of thefe military Saints,
like that of the eleven thoufand virgins, may contri-
bute to the edification of the faithful thefe wonder.
ful tales fhould not be ralhly expofed to the jealous
and inquifitive eye of thofe profane critics, whofe
examination always precedes, and fomctimes checks,
their religious affent.

II. A grave and pathetic complaint is introduced
by Dr. Chelfum, into his preface’, that Mr Gibbon,
who has often referred to the fathers of the church,
feems to have entertained a general diftruft of thofe
refpe@table witnefles. The critic is fcandalized at
the epithets of fcanty and fupicious, which are ap.
plied to the materials of ecclefiaftical hiftory; and if he
cannot impeach the truth of the former, he cenfures
in the moft angry terms the injuftice of the latter. He
affumes, with peculiar zeal, the defence of Eufebius,
the venerable parent of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory and
labors to refcue his character from the grofs mifre-
prefentation on which Mr. Gibbon has openly in.
filted He obferves, as if he fagacioufly forefaw
the objection, That it will not be fufficient here

to alledge a few inftances of apparent credulity in
{ome of the Fathers, in order to fix a general
charge of fufpicionon all. But it may be fufficient

to alledge a clear and fundamental principle of
hiftorical as well as legal Criticifm, that whenever

“we are deftitute of the means of comparing the tefti-
monies of the oppolite parties, the evidence of any

H 3
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witnefs, however illuftrious by his rank and titles,
1s jultly to be fufpeéted in his own caufe. It is un.
fortunate enough, that I fhould be engaged with
adverfaries, whom their habits of ftudy and con-
verfation appear to have left in total ignorance of
the principles which univerfally regulate the opini-
ons and pra&ice of mankind.

As the ancient world was not diftraced by the
fierce conflicts of hoftile fe@s, the free and eloquent
writers of Greece and Rome had few opportunities
of indulging their paffions, or of exercifing their
impartiality inthe relation of religious events. Since
the origin of Theological Fad&ions, fome Hifto-
rians, Ammianus Marcellinus, Fra.Paola, Thuanus,
Hume, and perhaps a few others, have deferved the
fingular praife of holding the balance with a fteady
and equal hand. Independent and unconneéed,
they contemplated with the fame indifference, the
opinions and incerefts of the contending parties; or,
if they were ferioufly attached to a particular fyf-
tem, they were armed with a firm and moderate
temper, which enabled them to fupprefs their affec-
tions, and to facrifice their refentments. In this fmall,
but venerable Synod of Hiftorians, Eufebius cannot
claim a feat. I had acknowledged, and I fill think,
that his character was lefs tinctured with credulity
than that of moft of his contemporaries but as his
enemies muft admit, that he was fincere and earneft
in the profeffion of Chriftianity fo the warmeft of
his admirers or at leaft of his readers, muft dif-
cern and will probably applaud, the religious zeal
which difgraces or adorns every page of his Eccle.
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fiaftical Hiftory. This laborious and ufeful work was
publifhed at a time, between the defeat of Licinius
and the Council of Nice, when the refentment of
the Chriftians was ftill warm, and when the Pa.
gans were aftonilhed and difmayed by the recent vic-
tory and converfion of the great Conftantinc. The
materials, I fhall dare to repeat the invidious epithets
of fcanty and fufpicious, were extracted from the
accounts which the Chrifiians themfelves had given
of their own fufferings, and of the cruelty of their
enemies, The Pagans had {o long and fo contemp-
tuoufly neglected the rifing greatnefs of the Church,
that the Bifhop of Cwfarea had little cither to hope
or to fear from the writers of the oppofite party;
almoft all of that Jirtle which did exift, has been ac-
cidentally loft, or purpofely deftroyed; and the can.
did inquirer may vainly with to compare with the
Hiltory of Eufebius, fome Heathen narrative of the
perfecutions of Decius and Diocletian. Under thefe
circumftances, it is the duty of an impartial judge
to be counfel for the prifoner, who is incapable of
making any defence for himfelf; and itis the firflt
office of a counfel to examine with diftruft and fisf-
picion theinterefted evidence of the accufer. Reafon
juftifies the fufpicion, and it is confirmed by the con-
ftant experience of modern Hiftory, in almolt every
inftance where we have an opportunity of compar-
ing the mutual complaints and apologies of the re-
ligious factions, who have difturbed each other’
happinefs in this world for the fake of fecuring
it in the next.

As we are deprived of the means of contrafting

H 4
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the adverfe relations of the Chriftians and Pagans;
it ts the more incumbent on us to improve the op-
portunities of trying the narratives of Eufehiu», by
the oniginal and fometimes occafional, teftimonies
of the more ancient writers of his own party. Dr.
Chelfum has obferved, that the celebrated paf-
fage of Origen, which bas fo much thinned the
ranks of the army of Martyrs, mult be confined to
the peifecutions that had already happened. can-
not difpute this fagacious remark, but I fhall ven.
ture to add, that this paflage more immediately re-
lates to the religious tempefts which had been ex-
cited in the tune and country of Origen; and ftill
more particularly to the city'of Alexandria, and to the
perfecution of Severus, in which young Origen fuc-
cel fully exhorted his father, to facrifice his life and
fortune for the caufe of Chrilt. From fuch unquefti.
onable evidence, I am authorized to conclude, that
the number of holy victims who fealed their faith with
their blood, was not, on this occafion, very confider-
able: but I cannot reconcile this fair conclufion with
the pofitive declaration of Eufebius(L. vi. c. 2. p.258.),
that at Alexandria, in the perfecution of Severus,
an innumerable, at lealt anindefinite multitude (vps)
of Chriftians were honored with the crown of Mar-
tyrdom. The advocates for Eulebius may exert their
critical (kill in proving that wpa and enya many and
few, are fynonymous and convertible terms, but
they will hardly fucceed in diminifhing fo palpable’
a contradiction, orin removing the fufpicion which
deeply fixes itfelf on the hiftorical chara&ter of the
Bifbop of Cwfarca. This unfortunate experiment
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taught me to read, with becoming caution, the loofe
and declamatory ftyle which feers to magnify the
multitude of Martyrs and Confeflors, and to aggra.
vate the nature of their fufferings. From the fame
motives I feleéted, with careful obfervation, the
more certain account of the number of perfons who
actually fuffered death in the province of Paleftine,
during the whole eight years of the laft and molt
rigorous perfecution.

Befides the reafonable grounds of fufpicion,
which fuggeft themfelves to every liberal mind,
againft the credibility of the Ecclefiaftical Hiftorians,
and of BEufebius, their venerable leader, I had
taken notice of two very remarkable paflages of the
Bifhop of Cxfarca. He frankly, or at leaft indirectly,
declares, that in treating of the laft perfecution,
“he has related whatever might redound to the
“glory, and fupprefled all that could tend to the
sdifgrace, of Religion Dr. Chelfum, who,
on this occafion, moft lamentably!exclaims that
we f(hould hear Eufebius, before we utterly con.
demn him, has provided, with the affiftance of his
worthy colleague, an elaborate defence for their
common patron; and as if he were fecretly confcious
of the weaknefs of the caufe, he has contrived the
velource of intrenching himfelfin a very muddy foil,
behind three feveral fortifications, which do not
exad&ly fupport each other. The advocate for the
fincerity of Eufebius maintains: ft, That he never
made fuchadeclaration: 2dly, That he had a right
to make it: and, 3dly, That he did not obferve it.
Thefe fcparate and almoft inconfiftent apologies, I
fhall feparately confider.
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1. Dr. Chelfum 1s at alofs how to reconcile, 1

beg pardon for weakening the force of his dogmatic
ftyle; he declares, that *It is plainly impoffible
“to reconcile the exprefs words of the charge exhi-
¢bited, with any parc of either of the paflages appea-
“Jed to in fupport ofit***” If he means, asl think
he mult, that the exprefs words of my text cannot be
found in that of Eufebius, 1 congratulate the impor-
tance of the difcovery. But was it poffible? Could
it be my deflign to quote the words of Eufebius, when
Ireduced into one fentence the fpirit and! fubftance
of two diffufe and diltin& paffages If 1 have grven
the true fenfe and meaning of the Ecclefiaftical
Hiftorian, I have difcharged the duties of a fair
Interpreter; nor fhall I refufe to reft the proof of my
fidelity on the tranflation of thofe two paflages of
Eufebius, which Dr. Chelfum produces in his
favor “But it is not our part to defcribe the
“fad calamities which at Jaft befel them (the

Ghriftians) fince it does not agree with our plan
to relate their diffenfions and wickednefs before the

“perfecution; on which account we have determi-
“ned to relate nothing more concerning them than
“may ferve to Jultify the Divine Judgment. We
«therefore have not been induced to make mention
either of thofe who were tempted in the perfecu-

“tion, or of thofe who made utter fhipwreck of
“their falvation, and who were funk of their own
“accord in the depths of the form; but fhall only

add thofe things to our General Hiftory, which
“may in the firlt place be profitable to ourfelves,

and afterwards to pofterity.” Inthe other paffage,
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Eufebius, after mentioning the diffenfions of the
Confeflors among themfelves, again declares that it is
his intention to pafs overall thefe things. Whatfo-
“ever things, (continues the Hiftorian, in the words
“of the Apoftle, who!was recommending the pradice

of virtue,) whatfoever things are honeft,whatfoever
things are of good report,if there be any vitue,and if

«there be any praife; thefe things Bufebius thinks
molft fuitable to a Hiftory of Martyrs of wonderful

Martyrs is the fplendid epithet which Dr. Chelfum
had not thought proper to tranflate. I {hould betray
a very mean opinion of the judgment and candor
of my readers, if l added a {ingle refle&tion on the
clear and obvious tendency of the two paflages of
the Ecclefiaftical Hiftorian. 1 fhall only obferve,
that the Bithop of Cxfarca feems to have claimed a
privilege of a ftill more dangerous and extenfive
nature. In one of the moft learned and claborate
works that antiquity has left us, the Thirty .fecond
Chapter of the Twelfth Book of his Evangelical
Preparation bears for its title this fcandalous Propo-
fition, “How it may be lawful and fitting to ufe
“fallhopd as a medicine, and for the benefit of

thofe who want to be deceived.” 0 Seneis aor 70
suds aves Guanaser XoneFos ers WDINGKL TWY CLOMIVWY TH THRTE TECTY.

(P. 356, Edit. Grzc. Rob. Stephani. Paris 1544.)
In this chapter he alledges a paffage of Plato, which
approves the occafional practice of pious and falu-
tary frauds; nor is Fufebius afhamed to juftify the
fentiments of the Athenian philofopher by the
example of the facred writers of the Old Teftament.

2. had contented myfelf with obferving, that
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FEufebius had violated one of the fundamental laws
of hiftory. Ne quid veri dicere non audeat nor could
1 imagine, if chefact wasallowed, that any queftion
could poflibly arife upon the matter of right. 1 was
indeed miftaken; and now begin to underftand
why 1 have given {o little fatisfaction to Dr. Chel.
fum, and to other critics of the fame complexion, as
our ideas of the duties and the ptivileges of a hiltorian
appear to be {o widely different. ltisalledged, that
“every writer has a right to chufe his fubjeét, for
‘the particular benefit of his reader; that he has
“explained his own plan confiftently that he con-
“fiders himfelf, according to it, not as a com-
“plete hiltorian of the times but rather as a
sdidalic writer, whofe main obje& is to make
“his work, like the Scriptures themfelves, PRO-

prraBLe FoR DOCTRINE; that, as he treats
“only of the affairs of the Church, the plan is at
¢leaft excufable, perhaps peculiarly proper; and that
‘he has conformed himfelf to the principal duty of
“a hiltorian, while, .according to his immediate
¢“defign, he has not particularly related any of the
¢“tranfactions which could tend to the difgrace of
“religion The hiftorian muft indeed be gene
rous, who will conceal, by his own difgrace, that
of his country, or of hisreligion. Whatever fubject
he has chofen, whatever perfons he introduces. he
owes to himfelf, to the prefent age, and to pofte-
rity, a juft and perfe@ delineation of all that may
be praifed, of all that may bé excufed, and of all that
muftbe cenfured. If he fails in the difcharge of his
wmportant office, he partially violates the facred
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obligations of truth,and difappoints his readers of the
inftruction which they might have derived from a fair
parallel of the vices and virtues of the molt illufirious
chara@ers. Herodotus might range without control
in the fpacious walks of the Greek and Barbaric
domain, and Thucydides might confine his fteps
to the narrow path of the Peloponnefian war; but
thofe hiftorians would never have deferved the
efteem of pofterity if, they had defignedly fupprefled
or tranfiently mentioned thofe facts which could tend
to the difgrace of Greece or of Athens. Thefe unal-
terable dictates of confcience and reafon have been
Jeldom quefltioned, though they have been feldom
obferved and we mult fincerely join in the honeft
complaint of Melchior Canus, *that the lives of
“the philofophers have been compofed by Lacrtius,
“and thofe of the Cwxfars by Suetonius, with a
“much ftricter and more fevere regard for hiftoric
“truth, than ¢an be found in the lives of faints
“and martyrs, as they are defcribed by Catholic

writers.” (See Loci Communes, L. xi. p. 650,
apud Clericum, Epiftol. Critic. v. p. 136.) And yet
the partial reprefentation of truth is of far more per-
nicious confequence in ecelefiaftical than in civil
hiftory. If Laertius had concealed the defects of
Plato, or if Suetonius had dilguifed the vices of
Auguftus, we fiould have been deprived of the
knowledge of [ome curious, and perhaps inftruive,
facts, and our idea of thofe celebrated men might
have been more favorable than they deferved; but
I cannot difcover any practical inconveniences which
could have been the refult of our ignorance. But if



110 VINDICATION OF
Eufebius had fairly an circum@antially related the
fcandalous diffenfions of the ConfefTors; if he had
fhown that their virtues were tinétured with pride
and obftinacy, and that their lively faith was not
exempt from fome mixture of enthufiafm he would
have armed his readers againft the exceflive venera-
tion for thofe holy men, which imperceptibly dege-
nerated into religious worthip. The fuccefs of
thefe didaciic hiftories, by concealing or palliating
every circumftance of human infirmity, was one of
the molt efficacious means of confecrating the me-
mory, the bones, and the writings of the faints of
the prevailing party and a great part of the errors
and corruptions of the Church of Rome may fairly
be alcribed to this criminal diflimulation of the ec-
clefiaftical hiftorians. As a Proteftant Divine, Dr.
Chelfum mult abhor thefe corruptions; but as a
Chriftian, he fhould be careful left hisapology for
the prudent choice of Eufebius (hould fix an indire&
cenfure on the unrelerved fincerity of the four
Evangelilts. Inftead of confining their narrative to
thofe things which are virtuous and of good report,
inftead of following the plan which is here recom-
mended as peculiarly proper for the affairs of the
Church, the infpired writers have thought it their
duty to relate the moft minute circumftances of the
fall of St. Peter, without confidering whether the
behaviour of an Apoflle, who thrice denied his
Divine Mafter mightredound to the honor, orto
the difgrace of Chriftianity. If Dr. Chelfum fhould
be frightened by this unexpedted confequence, ifhe
fhould be defirous of faving his faith from utter
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Hipwreck, by throwing over-board the ufelefs
lumber of memory and refle@ion, am not enough
his enemy to impede the fuccefs of his honeft
endeavours.

The didaétic method of writing hiftory was Rill

more profitably exercifed by liufebius in another
work, which he has entitled, The Life of Conftan-
tine, his gracious patron and benefactor. Priefls
and poets have enjoyed in every age a privilege of
flattery; but if the actions of Conftantine are com-
pared with the perfec idea of a royal faint, which,
under his name, has been delineated bv the zeal and
gratitude of Eulebius, the molt indulgent reader
will confefs, that when I ftyled him a courtly
Bifhop'**, 1-could only be reftrained by my refpect

for the epifcopal character from the ufe of a much
harfher epithet. The other appellation of a paffionate
declaimer which feems to bave founded fill
more offenfive in the tender ears of Dr. Chelfum,
was not applied by me to Eufebius, but to Lactantius
or rather to the hiftorical declamation, De mortibus
perfecutorum; and indeed it is much more properly
adapted to the Rhetorician, than to the Bifhop.
Each of thofe authors was alike ftudious of the glory
of Conftantine; but each of them directed the torrent
of hisinve&ivesagiinft the tyrant, whether Maxen-
tius or Licinius, whofe recent defeat was the actual
theme of popular and Chriftian applaufe. This fimple
obfervation may ferve to extinguifh a very trifling
objection of my critic, That Eufebius has not repre-
fented the tyrant [Vlaxentius under the charalter ofa
Perfecucor.
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Without ferutinizing the confiderations of intereft

which might fupport the integrity of Baronins and
Tillemont, I may fairly obferve, that both thofe learn-
ed Carholics have acknowledged and condemned
the diflimulation of Eufebius, which is partly denied,
and partly juftified, by my adverfary. The honor-
able refle@ion of Baronius well deferves to be tran{-
cribed. Haze (the paflages already quoted) de {uo

in confcribenda perfecutionis hiftoria Eufebius
 parum explens numecros fui muneris dum perigde

ac {i panegyrim fcriberet non hiftoriam, triumphos
duntaxat- martyrum atque vitorias non autem
lapfus jacturamque fideliun polteris fcripturx mo-
pumentis curaret.”') Baron. Annal. Ecclefialt. A,

D. 302, No. 11. See likewife Tillemont, Mém. Ec-
cléf. tom. v. p 62.156; tom. vii.'p.136.) Inaformer
inftance, Dr. Chel{fum appeared to be more credu.
lous than a Monk: on the prefent occafion, he has
fhowa himfelf lels fincere than a Cardinal, and more
obftinate than a Janfenift.

3. Yet the advocate for Eufebius has fill another
expedient in referve. Perhaps he made the unfortu.
nate declaration of his partial defign perhaps he
had aright to make it; but at leaft his accufer muft
admit, that he has faved his honor by not keeping
his word fince I myfelf have taken notice of THE
CORRUPPTION OF MANNERS AND PRINCIPLES among
the Chriftians fo ForcIsLY LAMENTED by Kufebius'*
He has indeed indulged himfelf in a ftrain of Joofe
and indefinite cenfure, which may generally be juft,
and which cannot be perfonally offenfive, which is
alike incapable of wounding or of correcting, as it

feems
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feeme to have no fixed objector certain aim. Juvenal

~might have read his fatire againft women in a circle
of Roman ladies, and each of them might bave liften-
cd with pleafure to the amuling defcription of the
various vices and follies, from which fhe herfelf was
fo perfedtly free. The moralift, the preacher, the
ecclefiaftical hiftorian, enjoy a ftill more ample Jati-
tude of inveéive and as a long as they abftain from
any particular cenfure, they may fccurely expole, and
even exaggerate, the fins of the multitude. ‘I'be pre-
cepts of Chriftianity feem to gdnculcate a ftyle of mor-
tification, of abafement, of felf contempt; and the
hypocrite who afpires to the reputation of a faint
often findsjit convenient to affed the language of a
penitent. I houlddoubt whether Dr Chelfumismuch
acquainted with the comedies of Moliere. If he has
ever read thatinimitable mafter of human life, he
may recolle@ whether Tartuffe was very muchinclined
to confels his real guilt, when he exclaimed,

Oui, mon frére, je fuis un méchant, un coupable;
Un malheureux pécheur, tout plein diniguité;
Le plus grand fcélérat qui ait jamais été.
Chaque inflant de ma vie ef! chargé de fouillures,
Elle r'eft gu'un amas de crimes d'ordures.

Ce [3 [3Out, mon cher fils, parlez,traitez moi de perfide,

D’infame, de perdu, de voleur, d’homicide
Accablez moi de noms encore plus déteflés
Fe n'y comredis point, je les ai mérités,
Et jen veur a genoux [ouffrir lignominie,
Comme une honte due aux crimes de ma vie,

Vor. V, I
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Tt is not my intention to compare the charader ot

Tartuffe with that of Eufebius the former pointed
his inve&ives againg himfelf, the latter directed them
againft the times in which he had lived: butas the
prudent Bithop of Cxfarea did not fpecify any place
or perfon for the obje& of his cenfure, he cannot
juftly be accufed, even by his friends, of violating
the profitable plan of his didactic hiflory.

The extremecaution of Eufebius, whodeclines any
mention of thofe who were tempted and who fell
during the perfecution has countenanced a fufpi-
cion that he himfelf was one of thofe unhappy victims,
and that his tendernefs for the wounded fame of his
brethren arofe from a jult apprehenfion of his own
difgrace. In one of my notes IT had obferved, that
he was charged with the guilt of fome criminal cons
pliances, in his own prefence, and in the Council of
Tyre. Tam therefore accountable for the reality only,
and not for the truth of the accufation: but as the
two Doors. who on this occafion unite their forces,
are angry and clamorous in afferting theinnocence of

the Ecclefiaftical Hiftorian I fhall advance one
ftep farther, and {ball maintain, that the charge
againft Eufebius, though not legally proved, is fups
ported by a reafonable fhare of prefumptive evidence.

1 have often wondered why our orthodox Divines
fhould be fo earneft and zealous in the defence of Eu-
febius; whofe moral character cannot be preferved,
unlefs by the facrifice of a more illuftrious, and, as I
really believe, of a more innocent vi&im. Either
the Bifhop of Czfarea, ona very important occafion,
violated the laws of Chriftian charity and civil jultice,
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or we mult fix a charge of calumny, almolft of for.
zery, on the head of the great Athanafius. the fan.
dard-bearer of the Homooufian canfe, and the firmeft
pillar of the Catholic faith. In the Councilof Tyre
he was accufed of murdering, or at lealt of mutilating
a Bithop, whom he produced at Tyre alive and
unhurt (Athanall tom. 1. p. 783.786), and of facriles
gioufly breaking a confecrated chalice, 1na village
where neither church, noraltar, nor chalice. could,
poflibly, have exited. (Athanal tom. i. p. 731 732.
802.) Notwithftanding the clearcft proofs of hisinno-
cence, Athanafius was opprefled by the Arian faction;
and Eufebius of Cxfarea, the venerable father of
Ecclefiaftical hiltory, conduéed thisiniquitous pro.
fecution from a motive of perfonal enmity. {Athanafl
tom. Lp. 728. 795. 797.) Four years afterwards, a
national council of the Bifhops of Egypt, forty-nine
of whom had been prefent at the Synod of Tyre, ad-
dreffed an epiftle or manifefto in favor of Athanafius
to all the Bithops of the Chriftian world. In this
epiftle they affert, that fome of the Confeffors, who
accompanied them to Tyre, bad acquled Eufebius
of Cxfarea of an act relative to idolatrous facrifice.
wx EuvoiBior wv Kougspeie ong TanaisTivng e7s ducsx xarnyspsiro vo

TWY Guy HUW SRONHTWY, {Athanaf. tom. L p- 72%.) Befides

this {hort and authentic memorial, which efcaped the
knowledge or the candor of our confederate Doors,
a confonant but more circumftantial narrative of the
accufation of Eufebius may be found inthe writings
of vpiphanius (Harel. Ixviii. p. 723, 724.), the learned
Bifhop of Salamis, who was born about the time of
the Synod of Tyre. He relates, that, in one of the

{2
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feflions of the Council, Potamon, Bithop of Heracléa

in Egypt, addreffed Eufebius in the following words
How now, Eufebius, can this be borne, that you
(hould be feated as a judge, while the innocent
Athanafius is left ftanding as a criminal 2 Tell me,
continued Potamon, were we notin prifon together
during the perfecution For my own part, I loft
an eye for the fake of truth; but Icannot difcern
that you have loft any one of your members. You
bear not any marks of your fufferings for Jefus
Chrift; but here you are, full of life, and with all
the parts of your body found and entire. How
could you contrive to efcape from prifon, unlefs
you ftained your confcience, either by actual guilt
or by a criminal promife to our perfecutors

Eufebius immediately broke up the meeting, and dif.
covered, by his anger, that he was confounded
or provoked by the reproaches of the Confeffor
Potamon.

I thould defpife myfelf, if I were capable of magni-~

fying, for a prefent occafion, the authority of the
witnefs whom I have produced. Potamon was moft
afluredly actuated by a ftrong prejudice againft the
perfonal enemy of his Primate; and if the tranfaction
to which he alluded had been of a private and doubt.
ful kind, I would not take any ungenerous advan
tage of the refpeét which my reverend adverfaries muft
entertain for the charaéter of a Confeflor. But cannot
diftrult the veracity of Potamon, when he confined
himfelf to the affertion of a fa, which lay within
the compafs of his perfonal knowledge: and colla.
teral tetimony (fee Photius p. 296, 297.) attefls,
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that Eufebius was long enough in prifon to affift
his friend, the Martyr Pamphilus, in compofing
the firlt five books of his Apology for Origen. 1f
we admit that Eufebius was imprifoned, be wuft
have been difcharged, and his difcharge mut have
been either honorable, or criminal, or innocent.
If bis patience vanquifhed the cruelty of the Tyrant’s
minifters, a fhort relation of his own confeflion and
fufferings would have formed an ufeful and edifying
chapter in his Dida&ic Hiftory of the perfecution
of Paleftine; and the reader would have been fatis-
fied of the veracity of a hiltorian who valued tinth
above his life. If it had been in his power to jultify,
or even to excufe, the manner of his difcharge from

rd

prifon, it was his interelt, it was his duty, to pre.
vent the doubts and fufpicions which mult arife from
his filence under the{g delicate circumBRances. Not-
withftanding thefe urgent reafons, Eufebius has ob-
ferved a profound, and perhaps a prudent filence:
though he frequently celebrates the merit and mar-
tyrdom of his friend Pamphilus p. 371. 304. 419.
427. Edit. Cantab.) he never infinuates that he was
his companion in prifon; and while he copioufly
defcribes the eight years perfecution in Paleftine,
he never reprefents himfelf in any other light than
that of a fpe@ator. Such a condu&® in a writer,
who relates with a ‘vifible fatisfaGion the honorable
events of his own life, if it be not abfolutely con.
fidered as an evidence of confcious guilt, muft ex-
cite, and may juflify, the fulpicions of the moft
candid critic.

Yet the firmnels of Dr. Randolph is not fhaken
I3
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by thefe rational fufpicions; and he condefcends, in
a magfterial tone to inform me, That itis highly

improbable, from the general well-known decifion
of the Church in fuch cafes, that had his apoftacy
been known, he would have rifen to thofe high
honors which he attained, or been admitted at
a]lindeed to any other than lay.communion This

weighty objeGtion did not furprife me, as I had al-
ready fcen the fubltance of it in the Prolegomena of
Valefius but  fafely difregarded a difficulty which
bad not appeared of any moment to the national
council of Egypt, and I fill think that a hundred
Bifhops, with Athanafius at their head, were as com.
petent judges of the difcipline of the fourth century,
as even the Lady Margaret's Profeffor of Divinity
in the Univerfity of Oxford. As a work of fupere.
rogation, I haveconfulted, however, the Antiqui-
ties of Bingham See L. iv. c.iii. 6, 7. vol. i. p. 144,
&c fol. edit.), and found, asl expe@ed, that much
real learning had made him cautious and modeft.
After a careful examination of the fa@s and autho-
ities already known to me, and of thofe with which
I was fupplied by the diligent antiquarian, I am
perfuaded that the theory and the practice of dif-
cipline were not Invariably the fame, that parti-
cular examples cannot always be reconciled with
general rules, and that the ftern laws of juftice often
yielded to motives of policy and convenience. The
temper of Jerom towards thofe whom he confidered
as heretics, was fierce and unforgiving; yet the
Dialogue of Jerom againft the Luciferians, which
I have read with infinite pleafure tom. ii. p. 135
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147. Edit. Bafil. 1536 Is the feafonable and dex-
terous performance of a ftatefman, who felt the ex-
pediency of foothing and reconciling a numerous
party of offenders. The molt rigid difiipline, with
regard to the ecclefialtics who had fallen In time of
perfecution, is exprefled in the 1oth Canon of the
Council of Nice; the moft remarkable indulgence
was fhown by the Fathers of the fame Council to
the lapfed, the degraded, the fchifmatic Bifhop of
Lycopolis. Of the penitent {inners fome might ef-
cape the fhame of a public convi&ion or confeflion,
and others might be exempted from the rigor of cle.
rical punithment. If Fufebius incurred the guilt of
a facrilegious promife, (for we ate free to accept
the milder alternative of Potamon,) the proofs of
this criminal tranfaction might be fupprefled by the
influence of money or favor; a feafonable journey
into Egypt might allow time for the popular ru-
mors to fubfide. The crime of Eufebius might be
protected by the impunity of many Epifcopal Apof-
tates (See Philoftorg. L. ii. c. 15.p. 21 Edit"Gotho-
fred.); and the governors of the church very rea.
fonably defired to retain in their fervice the molt
learned Criftian of the age.

Before 1 return thefe (heets to the prefs, I muft
not forget an anonymous pamphlet, which, under
the title of 4 Few Remarks, &c. was publifhed again(t
my Hiftory in the courfe of the lat fummer. The
unknown writer has thought proper to diftin.
guilh himfelf by the emphatic, yet vague, appel-
lation of A GenTLEM+N: but I mufl lament that he
has not conlidered with becoming attention, the

14
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duties of that refpectable character. Tam ignorant of
the motives which can urge a man of aliberal mind
and liberal manners, to attack without provocation,
and without tendernefs, any work which may have
contributed to the information, or even to the amufe-

ment of the Public. But I amwell convinced that the
author of fucha work, who boldly gives his name and
his labors to the world, impofes on his adveifaries
the fair and honorable obligation of encountering
him in open daylight, and of fupporting the weight
of theiraflertions by the credit of their names, The
effufions of wit, or the produéions of reafon, may
be accepted from afecretand unknown hand. The
critic who attempts to injure the reputation of an-
other. by ftrong imputations which may poflibly
be falfe, fbould renounce the ungenerous hope of
¢oncealing behind a malk the vexation of difappoint-
ment, and the guilty blufh of deteétion.

After this remark, which I cannot make without
fome degree of concern, I fhall frankly declare,
that it is not my wifh or my intention to profecute
with this Gentleman a literary altercation. There
lies between us a broad and unfathomable gulph;
and the heavy miflt of prejudice and fuperftition,
which has in a great meafure been difpelled by the
free inquiries of the prefent age, flill continues to
involve the mind of my adverfary. He fondly em-
braces thofe phantoms (for inftance, an imaginary
Pilate which can fcarcely find a fhelter in the
gloom of an Italian convent; and the refentment
which he points againft me, might frequently be
extended to the moft enlightened of the PRoTESTANT,
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or, in his opinion, of the HEreTICAL critics. His
obfervations are divided into a number of uncon-
nected paragraphs, each of which contains fome quo-
tation from my Hiftory, and the angry, yet com.
monly trifling expreflion of his difapprobation and
difpleafure. Thofe fentiments I cannot hope to re-
move and as the religious opinions of this Gentle-
man are principally founded on the infallibility of
the Church they are not calculated to make
a very deep impreflion on the mind of an Engli(h
reader. The view of facts will be materially affected
by the contagious influence of doctrines. The man
who refufes to judge of the conduct of Lewis XIV.
and Charles V. towards their Proteftant fubjeds'”’,
declares himfelf incapable of diftinguifhing the limits
of perfecution and toleration. The devout Papift,
who has implored on his knees the interceflion of
St Cyprian, will feldom prefume to examine the
ations of the Saint by the rules of hiftorical evi-
dence and of moral propriety. Inftead of the home-
1y likenefs which I had exhibited of the Bifhop
of Carthage my adverfary has {ubftituted a life of
Cyprian full of what the French call on¢tion,
and the Englith;’ canting {See Jortin’s Remarks, Vol.
ii p.239.): to which I can only reply, that thofe
who are diffatisfied with the principles of Mofheim
and Le Clerc, mufl view with eyes very different
from mine’, the Ecclefiaftical HiRlory of the third

century.
It would be an endlefs difcuflion (endlefs in every

fenfe of the word) were I to examine the cavils
which fart up and expire in every page of this
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criticifm, on the inexhaultible topic of opinions,
characters, and intentions. Moft of the inftances
which are here produced are of fo brittle a fub-
ftance, that they fall in pieces as foon as they are
touched: and I fearched for fome time before I
was able to difcover an example of fome moment
where the Gentleman bad fairly ftaked his vera-
city againft fome pofitive fa& aflerted in the Two
laft Chapters of my Hiftory. At laft 1 perceived
that he has abfolutely denied that any thing can
be gathered from the Epiltles of St. Cyprian, or
from his treatife De Unitate Ecclefie, to which I
had referred, to juftify my account of the fpiri-
tual pride and licentious manners of fome of the
confelfors As the numbers of the Epiltles are
not the fame in the edition of Pamelius and in
that of Fell, the critic may be excufed for mif-
taking my quotations, if he will acknowledge that
he was ignorant of ecclefiaftical hiftory, and that
he never heard of the troubles excited by the fpi-
ritual pride of the Confeffors, who ufurped the
privilege of giving letters of communion to pe-
nitent finners But my reference to the treatife
De Unitate Ecclefie was clear and dire&; the trea.
tife itfelf contains only ten pages, and the follow-
ing words might be diltin&ly read by any per-
fon who underftood the Latin language. Nec

quilquam miretur, dile&ifflimi fratres, etiam de
confefloribus quofdam ad ifta procedere, inde
quoque aliquos tam nefanda tam gravia peccare,
Neque enim confeflio immunem facit ab infidiis

 diaboli; aut contra tentationes, pericula,
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incurfus atque impetus feculares adhuc in feculo
pofitum perpetud fecuritate defendit: ceterum

f¢ nunquam in confefloribus, fraudes, flupra,
gdulteria poftmodum videremus, quz nunc in
quibufdam videntes ingemifcimus dolemus.

This formal declaration of Cyprian, which is fol-
lowed by feveral long periods of admonition and
cenfure, is alone fufficient to expofe the fcanda-
lous vices of fome of the Confeflors, and the dif-
ingenuous behaviour of my concealed adverfary.

After this example, which I have fairly chofen
as onc of the moft {pecious and important of his
obje&ions the candid Reader would excufc me,
if from this moment I declined the Gentleman's ac-
quaintance. But as two topics have occurred,
which are intimately connected with the fubjeé
of the preceding fheets, 1 have inferted each of
them in its proper place, as the conclufion of the
fourth article of my anfwers to Mr, Davis, and
of the firft article of my reply to the confederate
Dodors, Chelfum and Randolph.

It is not without fome mixture of mortification
and regret, that I now look back onthe number
of hours which 1 have confumed, and the num-
ber of pages which I have filled, in vindicating
my literary and moral charadter from the charge
of wilful mifreprefentations, grofs errors, and fers
vile plagiarifms. 1 cannot derive any triumph or
confolation from the occafional advantages which
1 may have gained over three adverfaries, whom
it is impoflible for me to confider as obje@s ei-
ther of terror or of efteem. The fpirit of refentment,
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and every other lively Tenfation, have long fince
been extinguifhed; and the pen would fince have
dropped from my weary hand, had I not been
fupported in the execution of this ungrateful tafk,
by the confcioufnefls, or at leaft by the opinion,
that I was difcharging a debt of honor to the Pub-
lic and to myfelf. I am impatient to difmifs, and
to difmifs FoR EVER, this odious controverfy,
with the fuccefs of which I cannot furely be elated;
and have only to requeft, that, as foon as my
readers are convinced of my innocence, they
would forget my Vindication.

BENTINCK STREET,
February 35 19779.
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Zhe following Letter, without any Addrefs to it,
was found with the Manufcript of the Memoirs
of the Houfe of Brunf{wick there can be ule
doubt of its being the Copy a Letter to M.
Lancew, Librarian to the Ducal Library of
Wolfenbuttel and it is liere inferted as relating
to thefe Memoirs.

A RoLLE, ce 12. O&obre 1790.

J g vous aurois plutdt remercié, Monfieur, des {oins
obligeans que vous avez bien voulu vous donner
pour me procurer les Origines Guelfice, {i d'un coté
votre honnéte libraire [M. Pdtt ne maveit pas appris
que vous €ticz en voyage, {i de l'autre je n’avois
pas été moi-méme en proie a acces de goutte le plus
rigoureux le plus long que jaye encore éprouvé,
Nous revoici a prefent dans notre état ordinaire
je marche, vous ne courrez plus. Je vous fuppofe
bien établi, bien enfoncé dans votre immenfe biblio.
théque. Votre curiofité, peut.étre votre amitié,
délirera de conpoitre mes amufemens, mes travaux,
mes projets pendant les deux ans qui fe font écoulés
dépuis la derniere publication de mon grand ouvrage.
Aux queftions indifcrettes qu'on fe permet” trop
fouvent vis-2-vis de moi, je réponds avec une mine
refrognée une manidre vague; mais je ne veux
rien avoir de caché pour vous, pour imiter la
franchife que vous aimez, je vous avouerai natus
rellement que ma confidence eft fondée en partie fur
le befoin que yaurai'de votre fecours. Apres mon
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.Yetour d’Angleterre, les premicrs ‘mois ont été cou-
facrés 4 la jomflance de ma liberté de ma biblio-
théque, vous ne ferez pas €tonné {i jal renouvellé
une connoiflance familiere avec nos auteurs Grecs,
fi yai fait veeu de leur referver tous les jours une
portion de mon loifir. Je pafle fous filence ces triftes
momens dans lefquels je n'ai été occupé qu'a foigner

pleurer mon ami; mais defque j'ai commencé
me retrouver un efprit moins agité, jai cherché i
me donner quelque diftraétion plus forte plus
intéreflante que la fimple lecture. Le fouvenir de
ma fervitude de vingt ans m’a cependant effrayé,

je me fuis bien promis de ne plus m’embarquer
dans une entreprife de longue haleinc que je n’ache-
verois vraifemblablement jamais. Il vaut bien mieux,
me {uts-je dit, choifir dans tous les pays dans
tous les fiecles, des morceaux hiftoriques gue je traite-
rai féparément fuivant leur nature {felon mon
gotr. Lorfque ces opufcules (je pourrai les nommer
en Anglois Hiflorival Excurfions) me fourniront un
volume; je les donnerai au Public: ce don pourroit
étre renouvellé jufqu'a ce que nous foyons fatigués,
ou ce Public ou moi méme: mais chaque volume,
complet par lui méme, n'exigera point de fuite,

au lien d’étre borné comme la diligence au grand
chemin, je me promenerai ibrement dans le champ
de I'hiftoire, en m’arrétant partout od je trouverai
des points de vue agréables. Dans ce projet je ne
vois qu'un inconvenient, un objet intéreffant s’étend

s’agraundit fous le travail je pourrois étre en.
trainé au deld de mes bornes, mais je {ferai douce-
ment entrainé fans prévoyance fans contrainte.
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Mes foupcons ont été vérifiés dans le choix de
ma premicre excurfion, ce choix vous expliquera
pourquol j'ai demandé avec tant d’empreflement les
Origines Guelfice. Dans mon Hiftoire y’avois rendu
compte de deux alliances illufires, d'un fils du Mar-
quis Azo d’Efte avec une fille de Robert Guifcard,
d’unc princefle de Brunfwick avec lempereur Grec.
Un premier appercu de antiquité de la grandeur
de la maifon de Brunfwick, a excité ma curiofité,

jai cru pouvoir intérefler les deux nations que
jeltime le plus par les mémoires d'une famille qui
elt fortie de l'un pour regner fur autre. [Mes re-
cherches en me dévoilant la beauté de ce fujet,
m’en ont fait voir I'étendue la difficulté. L'origine
dss Marquis de Ligurie, peut-étre dg Tofcane,
a été fuffifamment éclaircie par Muratori Leib-
nitz I'ltalie du moyen age, fon hiftoire fes mo-
numens, me font tres connus, je ne fuis pas mé-
content de ce que jai déja écrit fur la branche ca-
dette d’Efte, qui eft demeurée fidelle 4 garder fes
cendres cafaniéres. Les anciens Guelfs ne me font
point étrangers, je me crois en état de rendre
compte de la puiffance de la chute de leurs héri-
tiers, les Ducs de Baviere de Saxe. La fucceflion
de la Maifon de Brunfwick au tréne de la Grande
Bretagne fera tres affurement la partie la plus inté-
reflante de mon travail; mais tous les matériaux fe
trouvent dans ma langue, un Anglois devroit
rougir s'il n’avoit pas approfondi I'hiftoire moderne

la conftitution a&uelle de fon pays. Mais entre
le premier Duc le premier Eleteur de Brunfwicks
il fe trouve un intervalle de quatre cent cinquante

ans
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ans, Je fuis condamné i fuivre dans les ténibres
un fentier étroit raboteux, lcs divifions, les
fous-divifions de tant de branches de territoires,
répandent fur ce fentier la contufion d'un labyrinthe
généalogique. Les évenemens fans ¢clat fans hais
fon, font bornés a un province d’Allemagne,
ce n'elt que vers I fin de cette période que je ferois
un peu ranimé par la réformation, la guerre de
trente ans, la nouvelle puiffance de 1 Elecorat.
Comme je me propofe de crayonner des mémoires,

non pas de compofer une hiftoire, je marcherois
fans doute d'un pas rapide, je préfenterois des res
fultats plutot que des faits, des obfervations plutoe
que des réeits: mais vous {entez combien un tableau
général exige des connoiffances particulicres, com=
bien l'auteur doit étre plus favant que fon livre.
Or cet auteur il eft a deux cent licues de la Saxe,
il ignore la langue, il ne s'eft jamais appliqué a
Ibiftoire de Allemagne. Eloigné des fources, if
rie lui refte qu'un feul moyen pour les faire couler
dans fa bibliothéque. Cleft de fe ménager fur les
lieux mémes un correfpondant exact, un guide éclairé,
un oracle enfin quil puiffe confulter dans tous fes
befoins. Par votre caraéitre, votre efprit, vos lu.
mieres, votre pofition, vous Ctes cet homme prée
cieux unique, que je cherche; quand vous
m’indiqueriez un fuppléant aufli capable que vous
méme, je ne m’addreflerois pas avec la méme con-
fiance a un étranger. Je vous accablerois librement
de queftions, de nouvelles queltions naitront
fouvent de vos réponfes; je vous prierois de fouiller
dans votre vafte dépot; je vous demanderois des

Vor. V. kK
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livres, des extraits, des tradu@ions, des renfeigne.
mens {ur tous les objets qui peuvent intérefler mon
travail, Mais ignore fi vous étes difpofé a facrifier
votre loifir, vos ¢tudes cheries, a une correfpon.
dance pénible, fans agrémens fans gloire. Je me
flatte que vous feriez quelque chofe pour mot, vous
feriez davantage pour 'honneur de Ia Maifon 2 la-
quelle vous étes attaché; mais fuis-je en droit de
fuppoler que mes écrits ptiffent contribuer fon
honneur? Jattends, Monfieur, votre réponfe;
qu'elle foit prompte franche; fi vous daignez
vous affocier a mon entreprife, je vous envoyerai
fur le champ mon premier interrogatoire; votre refus
me décideroit a renoncer A mon deflein, ou du moins
a lui donner une nouvelle forme., Jafe en méme
temps vous demander un profond fecret: un mot
indifcret feroit répété par cent bouches, jaurois
le défagrément de voir dans les journaux, bientét
dans les papiers Anglois, une annonce, peut-étre
défigurée, de mes projets littéraires qui ne font
confiés qu'a vous feul.

Jai I'honneur d’étre, &ec.
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tional character might be either conveyed by decent,
oradopted by choice; and that each family, each in.
dividual, might felect and renounce the name and in-
ftitutions of thefe political feds. I be Bavarians, a
minute colony, were almolt invilible in the mighty
kingdom of the Lombards: theirdecrcafing numbers
could not fecure a regular fupply of judges and
Wwitnelfes an Italian prince would be defirouc of
obliterating the remembrance of his foreign origin,
and the {maller rivulets were gradually loft in the
malter.ftream. Such a change of law and nation is
agreeable to reafon and praétice; butin this particular
inftance, it may not be prefumed, it cannot be proved;
and the obje@ion muft be allowed to counterbalance
fome grains of probability in the oppolfite fcale:

SECTION IL
A JupIcrous critic may approve the Tufcan def:

‘tent of the families of Efte and Brunfwick but a fin-
cere hiftortan will pronounce, that the Marquis
Adalbert is their firft unqueltionable anceftor; that
"he flourifhed in Lombardy or Tufcany in the begin-
ning of the tenth century; that his character and
a&ions are buried in oblivion; and that his name and
title alone can be placed at the head of an illuftrious

pedigree.This pedigree is animated by his fon the Marquis

Otbert 1., and his life is connected with the revolu-
tions of Italy. If the records of the times were more.

Mz
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numerous, they might confirm the probability of his
defcent from the Marquiffes of Tufcany, fince the
earlieflt date of his name and honors coincides with
the full of their oppreflors, and the firft year, oreven
month of a new reign. The tyrant Hugh had fled
beyond the Alps, loaded with the curfesand treafures
of the Italians: his fon Lothair, a feeble youth, had
paffed away like a (hadow, and after a vacancy of
twenty-four days, the Marquis Berengarius, grand.
fon to the Emperor of the fame name, was exalted to
the throne. A grant of four caftles was made to the
Bithop of Modena; and in the original deed of gift
the new monarch is plealed to declare, that the advice
and requeft of his trufty and well-beloved the Mar-
quis Otbert had moved him to this a& of liberality or
devotion. His power at court may be afcribed to the
recent merits of the ele¢tion; and the advocate on the
bebalf of others would not be mute or unfuccefsful
in his own caufe, Of the favors which he reccived,
or of the fervices which he performed, I am alike ig-
norant: but at the end of nine vears, the counfellor
and favorite of Berengarius was transformed into a
fugitive and a rebel, who efcaped to the Saxon court,
inflamed the ambition of Otho, and foon returned
with an army of Germans, to dethrone a fovereign,
perhaps a benefa&or, of his own choice. His condué@-
appears, at the firft glance, to be tainted with ingrati-
tude and treafon and his guilt may beaggravated by
the refle@ion, that he impoled a foreign yoke on his
country, and prepared the long calamities of tyranny
and fa@ion. At the diftance of cight ¢enturies,
fhall not vindicate the pure and rigid patriotifm of the
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father of the Houfe of Brunfwick. According to the
experience of human nature, we may calculate a
hundred, nay a thounfand chances, againft the public
virtues of a ftatefman the Varquis viewed the King
of Italy, firft as an equal, and afterwards asan encmy
and in the loofe governments of the feudal fyliem,
the duties of allegiance were proudly violated by the
members of anarmed and lawlefls ariltocracy.

Yet our imperfe@ view of the hiftory of the times
will afford fome apology, and may allow [ome praife
for the flight and rebellion of Marquis Otbert. 1. The
patriot who, in the canfe of political freedom, 1s
falfe to gratitude and honor, offends zgamR the natural
feelings of mankind; but if thofe {eclinas are violated
by a tyrant, they applaud the {word of thie rebel, or
even the dagger of the confpirator. Derengarius was
a bad fubjec, and a worfe prince: and the moft
oppofite vices were reconciled in the diffolute and
flagitious character of his wife Villa. From the revenge
or juftice' of his predeceflor, he had been faved by
the blind humanity of Lothair the fon of Hugh, who
cherifhed the faithlefs encmy of his crown and life.
His fulpicious death was followed by the perfecution
of his widow Adelais, the fifter of the King of Bur.
gundy. Atthe age of eighteen a beautiful and inno-
ceat Princels was {tripped of her land, herjewcls,
and her apparel, expofed to the brutal repetition of
blows and infults, and caftinto a fubterrancous dun-
geon, where fhe endured, above four months, the laft
extremities of diftrefs and hunger. A plealing and
pathetic tale might be formed of her miraculous efcape
with a damfel and a prielt; of their concealment
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among the ruthes of the Lake Benacus, where they
were fupportcd many days by the charity of afifher-
man, and of her refcne by a generous knight, who
conduéed the Princefs to his impregnable fortrefs of
Canolla, and defied the vengeance of the King of
Italy The romance would conclude with the arrival
of a wilorious lover, a royal deliverer: the nuptials of
QOihoand Adelais were celebrated at Pavia, and her
fingularadventures wereaprelude to the future glories
of the Emprefs and the Saint. The arms of Otho had,
been feconded by the revolt of the ltalians butin
thisrevolt the name of Obert is not mentioned and
we fhould rather accufe than admire the patient
lovalty of the Marquis. Before he renounced his
obedience and gratitude, the unrepenting tyrant had
accomplifhed the meafure of his fins the Church and
State, the rich and the poor, were the indifcriminate
victims ofthe cruelty and avarice of Berengarius. 2. In
his firlt victorious expedition, the prudence or mag-
nanimity of Otho had declined the rigor of abfolute
conqueft, and was content to be ftyled the Protector
of aninjured nation. A proftrate enemy was {pared
and forgiven: after waiting three days before .the
palace-gates, Berengarius was admitted to the royal
prefence, and the golden fceptre of the kingdom of
Italy was again delivered to his hands. But he pro-
nounced an oath of fidelity a folemn engagement,
that he would be ready, in council and in the field,
to obey the commands of his fovereign, and that he
would govern his people with more equity and mild.
pefsthan he had hitherto difplayed. By this unequal
treaty, the right of Qtho was eflablifhed, to judge
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and punith the crimes of his feudatory the Marquis
Otbert is no longer arebel, who folicits the aid of a
foreign Prince, and all the vaffals of Italy might law-
fully appeal from their immediate to their fupreme
lord. 3. The appeal was urged by the molt refpet-
able deputies of the Church and State, and their
voice was the voice of the kingdom of [taly. The
Roman Pontiff difpatched his apoftolical legates to
complain of the temporal and fpiritual wrongs which
St. Peter and St. Paul had long fuffered from the
tyranny of Berengarius. An Archbifhop of Milan food
before the King of Germany, to deliver the fentiments
of the opprefl.d clergy. The illufirious Marquis Otbert
(I copy the words of the hiftorian) fpoke in the name
and in the caufe of his peers; and the powers of
thefe ambaffadors were ratified by the feciet letters
and meflengers of almoft all the Counts and Bifhops
of Italy. 4. In the fecond, as in the firft expedition,
Otho yielded to the call of juftice and freedom: but
in the paffes of the Trentine Alps, his march was
ftopped a day and a night by the fecming oppbofition
offixty thoufand Italians. The fufpicions of Beren-
garius had been appeafed by their ready obedience to
his fummons and in this martial affemblv they were
the mafters of the throne and the ieprefentatives
of the people. A temperate negociation was,
however, propofed the timely abdication of the
father might have foftened their batred; and they
had confented to acquiefce under the government
of his fon Adalbert. The obRinate defpair of the
old King provoked them to abjure his name and
family they fheathed their fwords, and opened
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their gates: a hundred banners waved round the royal
ftandard of Saxony: the deliverer was [aluted King of
Traly, and he received the Iron Grown inthe cathedral
of Milan. The Pope confirmed the revolution; and
after a vacancy of twenty-eight years, the title of
Emperor of the Romans was revived in the perfon of
Otho the Great. 5. The benefits or mifchiefs which
might arife from the union of Italy and Germany
could be decided only by experience; nor could
the forefight of the Marquis Otbert anticipate the
experience of three hundred years. It was enough for
a mortal Ratefman to obey the wilhes, and confult

sthe happincfs, of the prefent generation, by placing
in the hands of wifdom and power the {ceptre of the
Italian kingdom.

In one of the annual odes which fill adorn or dif-
grace the birth-days of our Britifh King, the Laureat,
with fome degree of courtly, and even poetic art,
has introduced the founder of the Brunfwick race:

When Otbert left the Iialian plain,
And [oft Ateflc’'s green domain,
Autendant on Imperial [way
Where Fame and Otho led the way,
The Genius of the Julian Hills,
(Whofe piny fummits nod with fnow,
Whaofe Naiads pour their thoufand rills,
To fwell tli exulting Po,)
An eager look prophetic cafl,
And hail'd the hero as he pafs'd,

By alofty predi&ion of fame and empiie this bene.
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volent genius exalts the courage of the hero, and dif-
plays the future greatnefs of his pofterity, from the
nuptials of Azo, to the fucceflion of Dritifly kings:

Proceed. Rejoice. Defeend the vale,
And bid the future monarchs hail
Hail, all hail, the hero cried,
And Echo, on her airy tide,

Purfu'd him, murmuring, down the mountain's fide.

1 fhall not prefume to inquire whether fuch diftin&®
and diftant views of futurity may not {furpafs the
prefcience of a mountain god: but 1 am compelled
to vindicate my own accuracy, by obferving fome
geographical and hiftorical errors of the mortal bard.
The pofleflions of Otbert were not fituate in the
Venctian plain, but among the mountains of Tuf-
cany and we fhall foon difcover, that the green
domain of Efte, or Atefte, was acquired by the mar-
riage of his grandfon. In his attendance, where

Fame and Otho led the way,” he would have paf-
fed, not the Julian, but the Rhaxtian Alps; he muft
have followed the high road of Verona and Trent
the great and cultomary paflage between Italy and,
Germany. The name of the Julian Alps is confined
to a low range of hills, foon bounded by the north.
caftern extremity of the Adriatic, and which oppofed,
in the tenth century, a feeble barrier to the inroads of
the wild Hungarians. The fireams which iffue from
thofe bills are loft in the fea, or intercepted by the
neighbouring rivers and of their thoufand rills, not
a drop can be mingled with the waters of the Po. Even
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the motive and the date of the paflage of Ocbert are
wantonly corrupted The patriot, intrufted with
the caufe of Italy, is degraded into an adventurer,
who feeks his fortune in the Emperors fervice: and
he bids an everlafting farewel to the country which
he was moft impatient to revifit and deliver. The
poet may deviate from the truth of hiftory, but every
deviation ought to be compenfated by the fuperior
beauties of fancy and fiction.

Among the followers of his triumphal car, the
fervants of his fortune, Otho could diftinguifh the
patriot fugitives who had rifqued their lives and
eftates to affert his right, and the freedom of Italy.
The moftilluftrious of thefe, the [Vlarquis Otbert, was
rewarded with riches and honors; and there is fome
reafon to believe that his vague title was applied to
the province of Liguria, which, according to the
Roman geography, included the cities of Milan and
Genoa. Butthe defcent of AdalbertL mightadvance
an equitable, though notalegal claim, to the Duchy
of Tufcany: and fome fufpicion will taint the pedigree
ofa favorite, who neglects to alk, or fails to obtain,
the reftitution of a patrimonial dignity. Our furprjfe
will be increafed and removed by the difcovery of
the fame fat. Hugh, King of Italy, had granted the
Tufcan Duchy firlt to his brother, and then to his
baftard; it was inherited by the fon of that baftard
and fucceeding mot.archs, the tyrant Berengarius, and
the German Otho, refpected the poffeffion of thefe fal-
len and unpopular princes. So ftrange an indulgence
muft have been founded on fome fecret, but powerful
motive,and thefame motive, could it now be revealed,
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might explain either the modell indifference, orthe
unavailing requelt, of Otbert himfelf. But the Mar-
quis {hall I fay of Liguria wasinvefted withan office
far more worthy of his abilities, and far more expref.
five of the royal confidence. 1 he Count of the fucred
palace was the prime minifter of the kingdom of Italy 3
and it was obferved, in claffic fivle, that the Dukes,
the Marquiffes, and the Counts fubmitted to the pre.
eminence of his confular Fafces. In an age, when
every magiftrate was anoble, and every noble waca
foldier the Count Palatine often aflumed the com.
mand of armies; but in his proper ftation, he repre.
feated the judicial chara@er of the Emperor, and
pronounced a definitive fentence, as thejudge of all
civil and criminal appeals. The city of Pavia, and
the caftle of Lomello, were his ordinary refidence
but be vifited the provinées in frequent circuits, and
all local or fubordinate jurifdiGion was fufpended in
his prefence. This important office was exercifed
above twelve years by the Marquis Otbert: the
public aéts, the few that have efcaped, announce the
proceedings of his tribunal at Lucca, Verona, &c
and be continued to delerve and enjoy the favor of
the Emperor. If, inthe decline of life, the laflicude
of camps and courts bad tempted him to feck a cool
and independent folitude, 1 (hould praife the temper
of the philofopher; but the firmelt minds are enflaved
by the prejudices of the times, and the retreat of
Otbert was infpired by the bafeft fuperftition Under
the monaflic habit, in a Benedictine abbey which he
had richly endowed, the Marquis labored to expiate
the fins of his fecular life. Pride and ambition are the
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vices of the world: bumility 1s the firlt virtue of
a monk and the defcendant of princes, the favo-
rite of kings, ‘the judge of nations, was confpi-
cuous among his brethren in the dailv labor of
colle&ing and feeding the hogs of the monaftery.

His fan&ity was applauded but if he liftencd to
that applaufe, the penitent was entangled in a
more {ubtle {pare of the demon of vanity.

After the refignation of the Count Palatine, his
office was given to favor or merit: but his patrimo-
nial cftates were inherited by the Marquis Otbert,
who can only be diflinguifhed by the epithet of the
Second, from the fimilar name and title of his father.
The life of the fecond Otbert was tranquil or obfcure
he was rich in lands, in vaffals, and in four valiant
fons, Azo, Hugh, Adalbert, and Guido but
their valor embittered his old age, and involved the
family in treafon and difgrace. The reigns of the
three Othos, a period of forty years, had been 3
tranfient fealon of profperity and peace. But on the
failure of their dire line, the Germans maintained
their right of conquelt, the Italians revived the claim
of independence, and both were ambitious and
refolute to cftablith a king of their own nation and
choice. The princes and lords of Italy were all of
barbaric origin but as it happens, in the progrefs
of nobility, the ftrangers of the fecond were defpifed
by thofe of the third or fourth generation: and the
old fettlers, who could boaft fome ages of ufurpation,
efteemed themfelves the ancient natives, the true
proprietors of the foil. In thehoftile diets of Mentz
and Pavia, two hoftile kings were cle®ed, Henry
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the Saxon, and Arduin the Lombard; and they
difputed the Iron Crown in a civil, or rather a focial
war, of ten years. The German tavaders were long:
checked, and fometimes defeated, in the paffes of
the Alps: but their ftrength and numbers {finally
prevailed. The fortunate Henry obtained the title
of Emperor, and afterwards of Saint; Arduin was
degraded and faved by the monaftic habit: and his
adherents were pardoned or punifhed, according to
the meafure of their guilt or power. Among thefe
adherents, the firt to ered the Randard, and the
laft to bow the knee, were the Marquis OtbertII.,
his four fons, and his grandfon AzolIl., the imme-
diate founder of the lines of Brunfwick and [ifle.
The diftance of their fields of battle may prove the
extent of their influence, and the obftinacy of their
firuggle they made a vigorous ftand in the neigh.
bourhood of Pavia, they raifed a dangerous infur-
re&tion at Rome, and they were vanquifhed and
made prifoners in the plains of Apulia. A judicial
ad recites their crimes, and pronounces their con-
demnation.. The fix Marquilles were convicted,
by the law of the Lombards, of confpiring againft
the king’s life: and fuch confpiracy was punithed
according to the fame law, with confifcation and
death. Their collateral offences, murder, rapine,
and facrilege, are the inevitable confequences of
civil war: but the violation of fome oath which had
been extorted in the hour of diftrefls, expofed them
to the more ignominious reproach of treafon and
perjury. Yet their lives were fpared by the clemency
of the pious Emperor: the portion of their lands
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which had been dedicated to pious ufes, he could
not reftore; but he generoufly forgave the ample
forfeiture which had devolved to the ftate: and when
they refumed their feats in the affembly of the peers,
they profeffed themfelves the grateful and loyal
fervants of their benefa&or.

But as the Saxon Henry left neither children nor
kinfmen to inherit their obedience and gratitude,
the fons of Otbert lI. ufed, orabufed their freedom,
and again oppofed the election of Conrad the Firlt,
emperor of the Franconian line. In the hope of
foreign aid they offered the iron crown, and promifed
the Roman Empire, to Robert king of France: and
the Marquis Hugo, the fecond brother, was intrufted
with this important embaffy: but the fon of Hugh
Capet was of an ina&ive temper: his new kingdom
was unfettled and with his approbation, the Italian
deputies transferred their offer to William of Aquitain,
a vaffal not lefs powerful than his fovereign. The
Duke of Aquitain behaved on this momentous
occalion with a juft temperance of courage and dif
cretion. He accepted the crown for his family,
protefting that under his reiga Italy fhould enjoy
fuch days as fhe had never known. His foremonft
troops were difpatched beyond the Alps, and he
viited Rome under the pretence of a pilgrimage.
But on a nearer profpec of the fcene, the Duke of
Aquitain was fatisfied that he could neither encounter
his antagonilt, nor confide in his party. The tem
poral peers were inclined to his caufe, but the Arch.
bithop of Milan, and the moft important prelates,
bad been promoted by the Houfe of Saxony they
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were fteady to the German interelt and William
rejected the fole effeGual mealure, that of filling
their vacant feats with his own ecclefiaftics. [le
prudently withdrew from the uwnequal and ruinous
contelt. In a farewcl-epiftle heacknowledges the
truth and conftancy of one liahan lord, and this
fingular expreflion involves the fons of Otbert in the
national reproach of levity orfalthood. During his
embofly io France, the Marquis Hugo had been
prefled bv the monks of Tours to reltore fome abbey-
Yands which he had ufurped in the neighbourhood of
Milan. At the diftance of fix hundred years and
fix hundred miles, that fuperftitious rebel was fubdued
by the cpprehenfion of the vengeance of St. Martin.

By fuch exploits the memory, or at lcaftthe names
of the four fons of Otbert 1I. has been preferved
from oblivion, Azo L the eldeft brother, propaga-
ted the race; and by his firlt marriage with the niece
of Hugo, Marquis of Tufcany that chief acquired
a rich patrimony, 'and a commanding influence ‘a
the Venetian province. The charaé&er of Hugo, his
power, and his long reign, had given him arefpec.
table place among the princes of the times: butthe
title of Great, the title of Alexander, Pompey, and
Charlemagne. becomes ridiculous whenit is neceflary
to alk, and difficult to find, the reafon of the appcle
lation From the upper tothe lower fea, his command
extended over the middle regions of Italy: with the
right he grafped the Duchy of Tufcany, with the
Jefe that of Spoleto; till on the voluntary or compul-
fiverefignation of the latter, he contra&ed hisdomai
within the limits of hereditary {way. Inthe exercife
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of arms Hugo was {trong and fortunate, and in the
fiege and chaltifement of Capua he appeared with
dignity as the minifter of imperial juftice; but the
fame fword might be turned againft his fovereign
and Otho ILL is faid to have betrayed a [ecret fatis-
faction when death delivered him from {o formidable
a vaflal. Far different where the feelings of the clergy
and people of Tufcany. The former bewailed an
humble votary and a liberal benefactor; a convent

at Florence, in which his tomb has been long thown,
1s one of the feven monafteries which he richly
endowed with lands, flaves, and gold and filver
plate, for the fervice of the altar. Intheopinion of
the age thefe virtues were more pleafing inthe eye of
the deity, than the juftice and humanity which he
difplayed in his temporal adminiftration. The Mar.
quis of Tufcany loved praife and hated flattery a
nice touchftone which difcriminates vanity from the
love of fame. In the chale, ona march, he often
rode away from his attendants vifited the cottages;
converfed with the peafants and palfengers, to whom
his peifon was unknown; queltioned them freely
concerning the chara&er and government of their
prince and enjoyed the {incere and {imple effufions
of their gratitude and veneration. The birth of Hugo
may at once be {tyled bafe and illufirious; fince he
was the doubtful offspring of the baftard fon of the
King of ltaly of the fame name; but his life was
deemed of fuch importance to” mankind, that the
knowledge of its approaching term was communica.
ted fromheavento earth by a fpecial revelation. After
his deceafe the Duthy of Tufcany was delegated

to
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to a firanger; buta female might fucceed to his pris 7
vate eftates and his {iter had married Peter Candia-
nus the Fourth, Doge or Duke of Venice, of his
name and family In that early period of the republic
the magiftrates were arbitrary and feeble, and che
elective Dukes were alternately the tyrants and
victims of a tumultuous democracy. By this con
nexion with the Tufcan Marquis, the pride of
Candianus was elated: he affumed the manners of a
feudal lord levied abody of Italians and infulted
a free city with the arms and licentioufnefs of his

"mercenary guard, A furious multitude encompafled
his palace: the gates-and the foldiers refilted their
alfault: they fired the adjacent houfes, and in the
attempt to efcape, the Duke and his infant fon were
tranfpierced with a thoufand wounds. Such fcenes
were then frequent at Venice: they may reconcile
our minds to the filent and rigid order of the modern

ariftocracy. The duties of the widow of Peter
Candiantis .were to revenge a hufband, and to
edutate a daughter of the fame name, as her own.
The daughter, Valdrada, became the wife of the
Marquis Albert Azo the Firft; and it is apparent
from the date of the birth of their eldeft fon, Albert-
Azo lL. that thefe nuptials were confummated in the
life.time, and approved by the confent of a wealthy
and childlefs uncle, who could only hope to livein
the pofterity of his niece.

The north-eaftern region of Italy, which began
to be vivified by the nfing induftry and fplendor of
Venice, extends from the fhores of the Adriatic to
the foot of the Alps. Had experience confirmed the

VoL V. N
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prolific virtucs of fbe climate; did the Venetian hens
lay one or two eggs every day; did the ewes drop
their lambs twice or thrice in a year; were the women
delivered of two or three infants at abirth the land
mult foon be over-flocked and exhaulted. After
tranflating the Greek fables into fimple truth, we
fhall tdi acknowledge one of the molt pleafant and
plentiful regions of Italy, a foil produdtive of grafs,
corn and vines, a generous breed of horfes, and
innumerable locks of fheep, more precious by the
finencfs of theirwool. Padua, the firt of the fifty
cities of Venetia, had been fo often trampled by the
pallage of the barbarians, that few veftiges remained
of the ancient fplendor, which, in the tide of human
affairs, fhe afterwards recovered and furpafled.
Fifteen miles to the fouth of Padua, Albert- Azo the
Fiift fixed his permanent and principal feat. in the
caitle and town of Atefle, or Efle, formerly a Roman
colony of fome note: and by a harmlefs anticipa-
tion we may apply to his defcendants the title of
Marquisof Ete; which they did not however affumeg
till the end of the twelfth century. From Efte their
new eflates, the inheritance of Hugo the Great,
extended to the Adege, the Po, and the Mincius.
Their farms and cattle were fcattered over the plain:
many of the heights, Viontagnana,, Monfelice, &c.
were occupied by their forts and garrifons and they
pofliffed a valuable tra@ of marth -land, the ifland
(as it may be flyled) of Rovigo, which almoft
reaches to the gates of Ferrara, ‘The firft ftep io the
emigrations of the family was from the neighbour.
hood of the Tufcan, to that of the Adriatic fea.
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The name and character of the Marquis, Albert-

Azo the Second, Mine confpicuous through the
gloom of the eleventh century. “he moftiemarkable
features in the portrait are, 1. His Ligurian marquifate.
2. His riches. 3. His long life. 4. His marriages.
5. His rank of nobility in the public opinion. The
glory of his defcendants 1s reflected on the founder
and Azo II claims our attention as the ftem of the
two great branches of the pedigree; as the common
father of the ltalian and German princes of the
kindred lines of Efte and Brunfwick.

1. The fair conje&ture that the two Otberts, the
father and fon, commanded at Vilan and Genoa.
with the title and office of Marquis, acquires a new
degree of probability for Azo I: and afcends to the
level of hiftosic truth in the perfon of Azo Il, Before
the middle of the eleventh century the ruins of Genoa
had been reftored its active inhabitants excelled in
the arts of navigation and trade: their arms had been
felt on the African coaft, and their credit was elta-
blifhed in the ports of Egypt and Greece. Their
richesincreafed with their induftry, and their liberty
with their riches. Yet they continued to obey, or
at leaft to revere, the majefty of the emperors. In
an aé&, as it fhould fecem of the year one thoufund
and forty-eight, the Marquis Albert- Azo prefides
at Genoa in a court of jultice, and his alfeffors, the
magiftrates of the city, are proud to ftyle themfelves
the confuls and judges of the facred palace. The
royal dignity of Pavia was gradually cclipfed by
the wealth and populoufnels of Milan, the firft of
the Italian cities that dared to erect the ftandard of

N 2
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independence. The government of Milan was
divided between the two reprefentatives of St, Am-
brofe and of Cefar. The veneration of the flock for
the fhepherd was fortified by the temporal ftate and
privileges of the archbifhop, and his annual revenue
of four{core thoufand pieces of gold fupplied an ample
fund for benevolence or luxury. The civil and
military powers were exercifed by the Duke or [Var-
quis of Milan (for thefe titles were promifcuoufly
ufed), and the voice of tradition is clear and pofitive
that this hereditary office was velted in the anceftors
ofthe houfe of Efte. Some of the prerogatives which
they afflumed are expreflive of the rigor of the feudal
{yftem they were the heirs of all who died childlefs
and inteftate, and a fine was paid on the birth of
cach infant svho defeated their claim: their officers
levied a tax on the markets and their minute inqui.
fition exacted the firlt loaf of bread {rem each oven,
and the firlt log of wood from every cart.load that
entered the gates, Yetan old biftorian, more forcibly
affected with the calamities of his own days, deplores
the long loft felicity of their golden age, which had
been equally praifed by the bleflings of the feeble
and the cirfes of the trong. They drew their fwords
for the fervice of the prince and people, but their
reign was diftinguifhed by long intervals of profperity
and peace. The diftant pofleflions and various
avocations of the Duke or [Marquis often diverted
him from the exercife of this municipal truft: his
powers were devolved on the vifcounts and captains
of Milan thefe fubordinate tyrants formed an
alliance, or rather coufpiracy, with the valvafors,
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or nobles of the firlt clafs and fhe people was affli@ed
by the difcord or the union of a lawlefs oligarchy.
A private infult exafperated the patience of the ple-
beians: they rofe in arms, and their numbers and
fury prevailed in the bloody conteft. The captains
and nobles retired but they retired with a fpirit of
revenge; collected their vaflals and peafants of the
adjacent country encompalfed the city with a cir-
cumvallation of fix fortreffes, and in a fiege or
blockade of three years reduced the inhabitants to
the lat extremes of famine and diftrefs. By the
interpofition of the Emperor and the Archbithop
the peace of Milan was reftored the fa&ions were
reconciled they wifely refufed a garrifon of four
thoufand Germans; but they acquiefced in the civil
government of the empire, The Marquis again
afcended his tribunal, and that Marquis is Albert.
Azo the Second. A judicial a&t of the year one
thoufand and forty five attefts his title and jurif.
diction; and as the reprefentative of the Emperor,
he impofes a fine of a thoufand pieces of gold.
The progrefs of Italian liberty reduced his office
to the empty name of Marquis of Liguria, and
fuch he is ftyled by the hiftorians of the age. In
the next century, his grandfon, Obizo I. is invefted
by the Emperor Frederic I. with the honors of Mar-
quis of Milan and Genoa, as his grand.father Azo
held them of the empire; but this fplendid grant
commemorates the dignity, without reviving the
power, of the houfe of Efte.

2. Like one of his Tufcan anceftors, Azo the
Second was diftinguifhed among the princes of Italy

N 3
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by the epithet of the Rich. The particulars of his
rentaoll cannot now be afcertained an occafional
thaueh authentic deed of inveltiture, enumerates
cighty-threc fiefs or manors which he held of the
empire in Lombardy and Tufcany, from the marqui-
farc of lijte to the country of Luni: butto thefe pof-
fcflions mull be added the lands which he enjoyed as
the vaflal of the church, the ancient patrimony of
Otbert (the Terra Obertengu) in the counties of
Arezzo, Pifa, and Lucca, and the marriage portion
of his {itft wife, which, according to the various
readings of the manufcripts, may be computed either
at twenty, or at two hundred thoufand Enghth
acres. If fuch a mafs of landed property werénow
accumulated on the head of an Italian nobleman, the
anuual revenue might fatsfy the largeft demands of
private luxury or avarice, and the fortunate owner
would be rich inthe improvement of agriculture, the
manufatures of induftry, the refinement of talte,
and the extent of commerce. But the barbarifm of
the cleventh century diminithed the income, and
aggravated the expenfe, of the Marquis of Efte, In
a long feries of war and anarchy, man and the works
of a man bad been fwept away; and the introdu&ion
of each ferocious and idle ftranger had been over-
balanced by thelofs of five or fix perhaps ofthe peace-
ful induftrious natives, The mifchievous growth of
vegetation, the frequent inundations of the rivers,were
no longer checked by the vigilance of labor; the
face of the country was again covered with forefts
and moralles of the vaft domains which acknow.
Jedged Azo for their lord, the far geater was abande.
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ned to the wild beafts of the field, and 2a much fmaller
portion was reduced to the {tate of conftant and pro-
ductive hufbandry. Anadequate rent may be ob.
tained from the (kill and fubflance of a free tenant,
who fertilizes a grateful foil, and enjoys the fecurity
and benefit of a long leafe. Butfaintis the hope, and
fcanty is the produce of thofe harvefts which are
raifed by the relu®ant toil of peafants and flaves,
condemned to a bare fubfiftence and carelels of
the interefts of arapacious mafter. If hic granaries
are full, his purfe is empty and the want of cities
or commerce, the difficulty of finding or reaching
a market, obliges him to confume on the fpot a
part of his ufelefs ftock, which cannot be cxchane-
ed for merchandize or money. The member of a
well regulated fociety is defended fiom private
wrongs by the laws, and from public injuries by the
arms of the [tate 3 and the tax which he pays 1sajuft
equivalent for the prote&ion which he receives. But
the guard of his life, his honor, ard his fortune was
abandoned tothe private fword of a feudal chief; and
if his own temper had been inclined to moderation
and patience, the public contempt would have roufed
him to deeds of violence and 1evenge. The enter-
tainment of his vaflals and foldiers, their pay and
rewards, their arms and horfes, furpaffed the meafure

of the moft oppreflive tribute, and the di fiu¢tion
which he inflicted on hisneighbours was oftenictaliat-
ed on hisownlands, The coflly elegance of palaces
and gardens was fuperfeded by tlelaboriousand ex-
penfive conltruction of trong caftics, on the fimmics
of the moft inacceffible rocks; and {ome of thele, ike

N 4
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the fortrefs of Canoffa in the A ppenine were built and
provided to fultain a three years fiege againft a royal
army. But his defence in this world was lefs burden-
fom~ toa wealthy lord than his falvation in the next:
the demands of his chapel, his priefts, his alms. his
offerings, his pilgrimages, were inceflantly renewed;
the monaftery chofen for his fepulchre was endowed
with his faireft poffeflions, and the naked heir might
often complain, that his father’s fins had been redee-
med at too high a price. The Marquis Azo was not
cxempt from the contagion of thetimes hisdevotion
was amufed and inflamed by the frequent miracles
which were performed in his prefence and the monks
of Vangadizza, who yielded to his requelt the arm of
a dead faint, were ignorant of the value of that inef-
timable jewel. After fatisfying the demands of war
and fuperftition, he might appropriate the reft of his
revenue to ule and pleafure. But the Italians of the
eleventh century were imperfectly (killed in the liberal
and mechanicarts the objeés of foreign luxury were
furnifhed at an exorbitant price by the merchants
of Pifa and Venice; and the fuperfluous wealth
which could not purchafe the real comforts of life,
was idly wafted on fome rare occafions of vanity
and pomp. Such were the nuptials of Boniface
Duke or Marquis of Tufcany, whofe family was
long afterwards united with that of Azo, bythe
marriage of their children. Thefe nuptials were
celebrated on the banks of the Mincius, which the
fancy of Virgil has decorated with a more beautiful
picture. The princes and people of Italy were invited
to the feaft, which continued three months :the fertile
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meadows, which are interfected by the flow and
winding courfe of theriver, were covered with in-
pumerable tents, and the bridegroom difplayed and
diverfified the fcenes of his proud and taftelefs magni-
ficence. All the utenfils of fervice were of filver, and
hic horfes were fhod with plates of the fame metal,
loofely nailed, and carelefsly dropped, to indicate
his contempt of riches. An image of plenty and pro-
fufion was expreffed in the banquet: the moft deli-
cious wines were drawn in buckets from the well;
and the fpices of the Eaft were ground in water.mills!
like common flour. The dramaticand mufical arts were
in the rudeft ftate; but the Marquis had fummoned
the moft popular fingers, harpers, and buffoons. to
exercife their talents on this {plendid theatre. Their
exhibitions were applauded and they applauded the
liberality of their patron. After this feftival, I might
remark a fingular gift of the fame Boniface to the
EmperorHenry lll. a chariot and oxen of {olid filver,
which were defigned only as a vehicle fora hogfhead
of vinegar. 1f fuch an example fhould feem above
the imitation of Azo himfelf, the Marquis of Efte was
at leaflt fuperior in wealth and dignity to the vaflals
of his compeer. One of thefe vaffals, the Vifcount
of Mantua, prefented the German monarch with one
hundred falcons, and one hundred bay horfes, a
grateful contribution to the pleafures of a royal
fportfman. In that age, the proud diftinction be-
tween the nobles and princes of Italy was guarded
with jealous ceremony: the Vifcount of Mantua
had never been feated at the table of his immediate,
lord: he yielded to the invitation of the Emperor;
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and a fRag’s fkin, filled with pieces of gold, was
gracioufly accepted by the Maiquis of Tufcany
as the fine of his prefumption.

3. The temporal felicity of Azo was crowned
by the long pofleflion of honors and riches: he
died in the year one thoufand and ninety-feven,
aged upwards of a hundred years; and the term
of his mortal exiftence was almoft commenfurate
with the lapfe of the eleventh century.” The cha-
ralter, as well as the fitvation of the Marquis
of tifte, rendered him an ador in the revolutions
of that memorable period: but time has calt a
veil over the virtues and vices of the man, and
1 muft be content ta mark fome of the eras, the
mile-ftones of his life, which meafure the extentand
intervals of the vacant way. Albert: Azo the Second
was no more than feventeen when he firlt drew the
fword of rebellionor patriotifm, when he wasinvolved
with his grand-father, his father and his three uncles,
10 a common profcription, In the vigor of manhood,
about his fiftieth year,the Ligurian Marquis governed
the citics of Milan and Genoa, as the minifter of Im.
perial authority. He was upwards of feventy when he
pafled the Alps to vindicate the inheritance of Maine
for the children of his fecond marriage. He became
the friend and fervant of Gregory VII., and in one of
his cpiftles, that ambitious pontiff recommends the
Marquis Azo as the moft faithful and beft beloved of
the lealian princes; as the proper channel through
which a king of Hungary might convey his petitions
to the apoltolic throne. In the mighty conteft between
the crown and the mitre, the Marquis Azo and the
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Countefls Matilda led the powers of Italy, and when
the ftandard of St. Peter was difplayed, neither
the age of the one, nor the fex of the other, could
detain them from the field. With thefe two aftectio-
nate clients the Pope maintained his ftation in the
fortrefs of Canoffa, while the Emperor, barefoot on
the frozen ground, fafted and prayed three days at
the foot of the rock they were witnefles to the
abjedt ceremony of the penance and pardon of Henry
1V.; and in the triumph of the church, a patriot
might forefeethedeliverance of Italy from the German
yoke. Atthe time of this event the Marquis of tte
was above fourfcore; but in the twenty following
years he was full alive and aétive amid the revolu-
tions of peace and war. Thelaft a& which be fubfcribed
1sdated above a century after his birth; and inthat a&
the venerable chief poflefles the command of his facul-
ties, his family, and his fortune. In this rare prero-
gative of longevity Albert-Azo II. ftands alone; vor
can I recolle& in the authentic annals of mortality a
{ingle example of a king or prince, of a flatelman or
general, of a philofopher or poet, whofe life has been
extended beyond the period of a hundred years.
Nor fhould this obfervation, which is jultified by
univerfal experience, be thought either ftrange or
furprifing. It has been found, that of twenty-four
thoufand new-born infants, feven only will furvive to
attain that diftant term; and much fmaller is the
proportion of thofe who will be raifed by fortune or
genius, to govern or affli@, or enlighten, theirage
or country, The chance that the fame individual
thould draw the two great prizes in the lottery of life
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will not cafily be defined by the powers of calcu-
lation, Three approximations, which will not
haftily be matched, have diftinguifhed the prefent
century, Aurungzeb, Cardinal Fleury, and Fonte.
nelle. Had a fortnight more been given to the philo-
fopher, he might have celebrated his fecular feftival;
but the lives and labors of the Mogul king and the
French minifter wereterminated before they had ac-
complifhed their ninetieth year. A Rrong conltitu-
tion may be the gift of Nature; but the few who
furvive their contemporaries muft have been fuperior
to the paffions and appetites which urge the{peedy
decay and diffolution of the mind and body. The
Marquis of Ete may be prefumed, from his riches
and longevity, to have underftood the economy of
health and fortune.

4. I remember a Perfian tale of three old men, who
were fucceflively queftioned by a traveller as he met
them on the road. Theyoungelt brother, under the
load of a wife and a numerous family,was {inking into
the grave before his time. The fecond, though much
older, was far lefsinfirm and decrepit: he had been
lefta widower and without children, But the laft and
cldeft of the three brothers fill preferved, at anincre-
dible age’ the vigor and vivacity of the autumnal
feafon: he had always preferred a life of celibacy.
The enjoyment of domeltic freedom could not how-
ever contribute to the longevity of the Marquis Azo:
he married three wives he educated threefons; and
it 1s doubtful whether chance or prudence delayed
his firlt nuptials till he had at leaft accomplifhed the
fortieth year of his age. Thefe nuptials were con-
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tracted with Cuniza, or Cunegonda, a German maid,
whofe anceftors, by their nobility and riches, were
diftinguifhed among the Suabian and Bavarian chiefs;
whofe brother was invefted by the Iimperor Henry
111. with the Dutchy of Carinthia, and the Marqui-
fate of Verona, on the confines of the Venetian pof-
feflions of the Houfe of Eftc. The marriage of Azo
and Cunegonda was produéive of a fon, who
received at his baptifin the name of GukLrH, to
revive and perpetuate the memory ofhis uncle, his
grandfather, and his firlt progenitors, on the maternal
fide. I have already defined the ample domain which
was given as a marriage-portion to the daughter of
the Guelphs: but on the failure of heirs male, her for-
tunate fon inherited the patrimonial eftates of the
family, obtained the dukedom of Bavaria, and be.
came the founder of the eldeft, or German branch,
of the Houfe of Efte, from which the Dukes of Brunf-
wick the Ele@ors of Hanover, and the Kings of
Great Britain, are lineally defcended. After the de-
ceale of Cunegonda, who muft have departed this
life in the flower of her age, the Marquis of Lite
folicited afecond alliance beyond the Alps: but his
delicacy no longer infifted on the choice of a virgin;
the widower was contented with a widow and he
excufed the ambiguous ftain which might adhere to
his bride by a divorce from her firlt huiband. ler
name was Garfenda!, the daughter, and at length
the heirefs of the Counts of Main. She became the
mother of two fons, Hugo and Fulk, and the younger
of thefe is the acknowledged parent of the Dukes
of Ferrara and Modena. The {ame liberal fortune
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which had crowned the offspring of the firft,feemed to
attend the children of the fecond nuptials of the Mars
quis Azo: but their fortune was hollow and falla.
ciops, and after the lofs of their Gallic inheritance,
the fons of Garfenda relu@antly acquicfced in fome
fragments of their Italian patrimony. Matilda, the
third wife of Azo, was another widow of noble
birth, fince fhe was his own coufin in the fourth
degree but this confanguinity provoked the ftern
and Impartial juftice of Gregory VII. His friend
was fummoned to appear before afynod at Rome: the
inflexible prielt pronounced a fentence of divorce,
and whatfoever idea may be formed of the[Vlarquis’s
vigor, at theage of feventy-cight, he might fubmit,
without much effort, to the canons of the church.
Befides his three fons, Azo had a daughter named

"Adelais, who was educated in the family of the
Countcls Matilda. Butthe damfelis only mentioned
to attefl the miraculous virtue of Anfelm Bifhop of
Lucca: fhe was relieved in the night from a vielent
fit of the cholic, by the local application of a pillow,
on which the Saint had formerly repofed his head.

5. A wealthy Marquis of the eleventh century’
mult have commanded a proud hereditary rank in
civil fociety. In the judgment of the Pope, the
Emperor,and the Public, Albert-Azo was diftinguifh~
ed among the princes, and the firlt princes, of the
kingdom of Italy. His double alliance in Germany
and France may prove how much he was known
and efteemed among foreign nations and he ftreng-
thened his political importance by a domeftic
mnion with the conquerors of Apulia and Sicily, I
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{hall not repeat the ftory of the Norman adventurers,
nor (hall I again delineate the character and exploits
of Robert Guilcard, which, to the readers of the
Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,
are fufficiently familiar. But as Duke Robert bad
four daughters, the choice of his other thice fons in.
law may ferve as a teft, a touch lone, of the com=
parative weight and value of the Houfe of Lite.
Michael, Emperor of the Greeks, was the fist name
1n the Chriftian world. Raymond, Count of Barce«
lona, was the independent fovereign of a warlike
people; and the meaneft of the three, a French Baron
of military renown, was the coulin of the Kings of
France and Jerufalem the brother-inlaw of the
Kings of Navarre and Arragon. Such were three of
the fons by alhance, of the Norman conqueror, who
had previoufly rejected a propofal for the eldeft fon
of the Emperor Henry IV. the marriage of a fourth
daughter will be molt accurately reprefented in the
words of the Apulian poet: While the hero refided
v within the walls of the Trojan city, he received

the vifit ofa certain noble Lombard Marquis, ac-
companied by many nobles of his country. Azo
was his name. The obje& ofhis journey was to
requeft that the Duke's daughter might be granted

«as a wife to Hugo his illufirious fon. The Duke
convened an affembly of his chiefs, and withtheir
conflent and advice, the daughter of Robert was
delivered to the fon of Azo. The nuptial rites were
{olemnized in due form, and the feftival was cele
brated with gifts and banquets. After the confum.
mation of the marriage, the Duke folicited hig
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Counts and powerful vaffalsto beftow a free gift;
which might grace the joyful departure of the
bride and bridegroom,and he enforced his demand

¢.by reminding them that no fubfidy whatfoever had
been given to her iter, the Greek Emprefs. The
demand of a tribute was entertained with a murmur
of furi-rife and difcontent; but all oppofition was
fruitlets, and they prefénted their fovereign with
mules and horfes, and various offerings. He
beltowed them on the hufband of his daughter,
wich an addition from his own treafures afleet
was prepared, and both the father and fon were
tranfported with great honor to their native
fhores.” ‘This evidence of a contemporary poet,

or rather hiltorian, who had no temptation to flatter
the Princes of Ete, would alone be fufficient to eftab-
lith the nobility and fplendor of their family, the
family of Brunfwick, beyond the diflaut term of
feven hundred years. If the Marquis Azo wercthe
firlt of his race whofe name and memory had been
preferved, we might acquiefce in our ingnorance,
with a juft perfualion of the dignity and power of

IN his unknown anceftors, Of thefe illuftrious anceftors,
the zeal and-diligence of Leibnitz and Muratori have

i

yo difcovered four probable, and four certain, degrees,
‘After the examination of proofs, a f{crupulous critic
may fufpect, that in deriving the Marquiffes of Efte

1]

from thofe of Tufcany, the afcent of reafon has
been aided by the wings of imagination;” but he

mult confefs, that fince the beginning of the tenth
century, the feries of generations flows in a clear and

unbroken ftream.
SECTION
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SECTION IIL
THe eldelt of the three fons of the Marquis Azo,

the fortunate Guelph, was tranfplanted from his
native foil to become the root ofthe Gerinan, and,
in the fulnefs of time, of the Britifh line, of the family
of Efte. By his two younger brothers, Ilugo and
Fulk, the Italian fucceflion was propagated but the
race of Hugo expired in the fecond degree the pofle-
rity of Fulk Lill furvives in the twentieth generation,
The anceitors of Guelph, on the father’s and the
mother’s fide, and the feries of his defcendants in Ba-
varia and Saxony, form the antiquities of the Hounfe
of Brunfwick, and the proper fubjec of this hiftoric.l
difcourfe: but our curiofity will naturally embrace
the collateral branch of the Princes of lite, Ferrara,
and Modena, who have not been unworthy of there
firft progenitors, and more powerful kinfmen. With
out confining myfelf to the rigid fervitude of annals,
without reflting on every fiep of along pedigree, I
fhall concifely difplay the molt interefling fcenes of
their various fortunes.

As the right of female fucceflion beganto prevail
in the feudal fy ftem of France, Garfenda the fecond
wife of Azo, might claim the duchy or county
of Maine, which had been fucceflively poffefled by
her father, her brother, and her ncphew. Her
pretenfions were legitimate; but the heirefs of Maine
had been married into a diftant land her arms were
feeble, her vaflals factious, her neighbours unjuft:
William Duke of Normandy, afamousname, was
tempted by the profpett of a fertile and adjacent

VoL. V. 0
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territory: he muttered fome pretence of a gift or
alliance: but ambition was his only motive, and his
only title was foperior {trength. Four years the Ceno-
mani, the people of Maine, reluctantly bowed
under his iron fceptre; but after the forces of Nor-
mandy had been tranfported beyond the fea, they
were encouraged by the abfence, rather than awed
by the fuccels and glory of the conqueror of England.
J hey foli~ited the Marquis of Liguria to affert the
rights of his wifc and fon. Azo liftened to their call:
after the expullion or maffacre of the Normans, the
cities and caltles were delivered into his hands, the
Bifhop efcaped to the Enelith court, and his new
fubje&ts admired the riches and liberality of their
deliverer. But in a (hort time the reign of a firanger
became odious and contemptible to the haughty
Franks: they difcovered that his treafures were
exhaulted; he perceived that their faith was wave.
ring; and Azo fondly imagined that all difcontents
would be appeafed, and that all parties would be
reconciled by his own departure. In the vain hope
that the Cenomani would be attached to the daughter
and the heir of their ancient princes, he lefcGarfenda
and ber infant Hugo under the care of a powerful
baron, the guardian of his fon, and the hufband,
as it were, of his wife. But this fufpicious or fcan-
dalous connexion provoked the indignation of the
people; the young Prince was difmiffed to Italy;
Garfenda difappears and the county of Maine was
torn by domeltic feuds, till the prefence of the con-
queror united his rebels in the calm of fervitude. Azo
full retained a bitter remembrance of his lofs and
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diferace; and his enemy the Bifbop, on a pilgrimage
to Rome, was arrefted by the revenge, and releafed
by the piety, of the Ligurian Marquis. The death
of King William, and the difcord of his fons, revived
the fpiritof the Cenomani, and their deputies invited
the fons of Azo to refume the peaceful poffiflion of
their lawful inheritance. Hugo again puffed the
Alps; but the {irft acclamations agar degenerated
into the murmurs of the people, and the anathemas
of the clergy. ‘lhe new Count was dellitute of
every refource that could reward the [ervice, encage
the elteem, orenforce the obedience, of his turbulence

vaffals. The honor of his ailimce with the doug hter
of Robert Guilcaid had been foon obliterated by the
fhame and fcandal of a divorce; his countrymen
expofid him, with pleafure, to the toils and dangers
of a tranfalpine reign; and the wailike natives of
Gaul defpifed the effeminate manners of an Italian
lord. His fears were increafed and his flight was
haftened, by the artful eloquence of a rival, who
infinuated that his mild and moderate temper was ill
formed to ftruggle with the furious paflions of the
Barbarians. The fon of Garfenda trembled at the
approach or the found of a huudred thoufind Nor-
mans, fold his patiimony for a fum of ten thonfland
pounds, énd efcaped to Italy, where he foon loft a
battle and an army, in the fervice of the Countefs
Matilda. A wricer of the times, who has prfeived
the memory of this ignommious event, contialts
the trcafon or cowardice of the man with the naobi-
lity of his race. I muft retra@ the wffertion, that
all the Princes of LEfte have been worthy of theic

O a
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name and ancefltry Hugo is an exception; but in
the fpace of feven hundred years Hugo is a fingle
exception.

Afrer the deceale of his father Azo, the ftar of the
Houfe of Efte appears fhorne of its beams; their
riches and power are vifibly diminifhed and the
Marguiffes of that name no longer ftand foremoft in
the revolutions of Italv, In the annals of the twelfth
century their adions are feldom recorded: and as
this oblivion coincides with the increaling light of
hiltory we mult feek the probable caufes in the
divifion of their property, and the afcendant of the
municipal republics. 1. After the acquilition of the

‘Duchy, or rather kingdom of Bavaria, Guelph,
the fon of Azo, might have generoufly waved the
right of primogeniture, and refigned to his younger
brothers the Italian eftates of the family as an
equivalent for the lofs of their Gallic inheritance.
But fuch generofity is feldom found in the felfith
condu& of Princes or brothers; and inftead of
offering, or accepting, an equal and equitable
partition, he claimed as his own the entire property
of their common parent. If Guelph were an bypo-
crite he might color his avarice by a pious attach-
ment to the relics of his fathers and ademand, fo
repugnant to the maxims of natural juftice, feems,
however, to have been fupported by the matrimo-
nial contract of his mother Cunegonda, which had
left no provifion for the children of a fecond marriage.
In that lawlefs age, a civil procefs was decided by
the fword. Hugo and Fulk bad the advantage of
actual pofleffion and perfonal influence, and the
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latter of thefe princes was the heir, the {ole heir, of
the courage of their anceftors: they armed their
vaflals, occupied the pafles of the Alps, and oppnfed
the defcent of the Duke of Bavaria, though he was
a(fifted by the allied powers of the Duke of Carinthia
and the Patriarch of Aquileia. “1 hefons of Girfenda
yielded, atlength, to the weight of numbers; but
their refiflance procured more favorable conditions.
They preferved a rich domain, from the banks of
the Mincius to the Adriatic fea; they refigned the
ample eftates of Lombardy and Tufcany to their
elder kinfmen, the German Guelphs, and their
fupreme dominion was acknowledged by ‘the Mur-
quiffes of Efte, till the yoke was hghtened and
removed by time and diftance, and the rapid down-
fal of Henry theLion. The law of the Lombards,
which was ftill profeflfed in the Italian branch, dif.
claimed all right of primogeniture, and the portion
of Hugo and Fulk was again divided into equal lots
among their cight fons. In the beginning of the
thirteenth century, thefe collateral lines were indeed
united in the perfon of Azo VI. the great-grandfon
of Fulk; but he was far from uniting the whole
inheritance of his anceftors. Many feudal poffef
fions had devolved on the failure of heirs male to the
fuperior lord: many allodial eftates bad been con.
veyed, by marriage, into range families. Much
wealth had been confumed, wuch land had been
alienated, to fupply the expenfe of luxury and war:
and of all that had been confecrated to pious ufes,
not an atom could revert to the temporal fuccelfor.
3. As 1 am not writing the hiltory of ltaly, 1 (hall
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not here attempt to delineate the rife and progrefs
of therepullcs, which revived ia that conutry the
{finie of popula fie dam and commercial indultry.
‘Their revolt agamfl the Cafars of Germany was
emabraced os a nation caule: mr the laced ful war
againlt brederic Barbarofla, their independence was
miiatained By the authority of the church, and the
arms of the nobles and among the nobles, the Mar.
onffes Of [ule were fill confpicuous in their decay,
Obizothe youngelt, but the Luft furvivor of the five

fons of Fulk, appeared at the congrefs of Venice
with a retinue of a hundred and eighty followers:
he had been engaged in the league of Lombardy
and fuch was his patriotic guilt, that when the
Emperor had yielded every thing in the peace of
Conftance, the pardon of the Marquis Obizo was
one of the lafl aéts of his clemency. As we may not
fulpe@ thf feudal lords of any tenderregard for the
hiberties of mankind, it may be fairly fuppoled that
they aded from the paflion or the intereft of the
moment, without difcerntug that they themfelves
would be ttampled under the feet of the plebeian
conquerors. Their pride was infnlted, and their
poverty was expofed, by the private and public
luxury of trade: their fubjeds of the open country
were cocouraged to rebel, or tempted to defert; and
as foon as the prejudice of rank had been diffolved,
the fcale of power was rudely weighed down by the
Iaft and molt numerous clafs of fociety. Even the
inhabitants ot Fite, his peculiar parrimony, prefumed
to difpute the jurifdiction of the Marquis: and at the
diftunce of fifteen miles, they found an example and
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afupportin the populous city of Padua, which was
ablc to levy an army, and to fupportalofs of cleven
thoufand of her fons: The inftitution of the univer
{:ty muft have contributed to the weal b, and perhaps
thé improvement, of Padua: from the provinces of
lialy, from the kingdoms of France, Spam, and
England, mauy thoufand ftudents were annually
attracted by the reputation of the various profcffors;
and more than five hundred houfes were requilite
for the accommodation of the firangers. The leffons
of the fchools might ferve only to perpetuate the
reign of prejudice, but the inhabitants were enriched
and enlightened by a familiar intercourfe with the
nations of Europe. In this city, the haughty ancef
tors of Obizo I. had erected their tribunal, as the
licutenants of the Emperor: but Obizo himfelf was
honored by the choice of afree people, who cle@ted
him their podefla, or fupreme magiltrate. In the
time of his great-grand-fon Aldobrandmo, a difpute
had arifen between the city of Paduaand the Marquis

of Ete. The Paduans railed an army, fummoned
their allies of Vicenza, invaded his territory, befieged
the caftle of Efte, battered the walls, and even
the palace, with their military engines, and im.
pofea the terms of a hard and humiliating capitu-
lation. The Marquis was reduced to adopt the
name and obligations of a fimplz burgher, to {wear
that he would faithfully obey the laws and ordinances
of the comnions, and to refide forme months or
weeks of every year, within the walls of a demo.
cracy,, 1 which the loweft magiftrate was his
fuperior, and the poorelt fellow citizen his equal.

0 4
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The (hune of this temporary fubmiffion could only
be alleviated by the example of his equils: the
Pa rich of Aquileia, with two fuftiagan bithops,
had folicited the honor of being admitted among
the citizens of Padua; and the Count of the Sacred
Palace, the nmmediate reprefentative of Imperial
majelly, was detained as a caprive and a fubjed,
within the walls of Pavia The popular tates of
Lombaidy triumphed in the fall of the ariflocracy;
and the Marquis of Moutferrat was the only noble
who had firength and courage to maintain his here-
ditary independence.

d.iberty had raifed the minds of the Italians; but
fa&ion, her ugly aad infeparable filter, corrupted
the peace and profperity of the growing republics.
They fought againft the Emperor, againft their
neighbours, againft themfelves the neceflity of
order and difcipline compelled them to name a
foreign dictator; and the nobles, moft eminent
in arms, in policy, in power, often became the
captains and fometimgs the tyrants, of the inde.
pendent cities. The Marquiffes of Efte, and the
Fccelins of Romano were the two leading families
of the Trevifane or Veronefe March: the memory
of their ancefltors, and the habits of command,
infpired that lofty and martial demeanor which
ftruck the plebeian with involuntary awe; and
they were fure to gain the hearts of the multitude,
when they foftened their pride into artful and
popalar conde’cenlion. The fir Eccelin was a
gallant knight, and a dextrous politician: in Paleftine
and Lombardy he was cleted ftandard- bearer ar
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general of the confederate armies and in the great
rebellion againlt Frederic l., bedi ferved the confi-
dence of the cities without forfeiting the cflicm
of the Emperor. The civil and milituy virtues of
his fon, Eccelin the Second, were adorned with
the gifts of eloquence: he was the public and private
adverfary of the Houfe of l'fte; and as foon as
the Marquis Azo VI. had declared himfelf chif of
the Guelphs, the Ghibelline faction acknowledged
the Count of Romano for their leader. When the
Emperor Otho 1V. defcended into Italy, his court
was attended by the rival chiefs and their interview
defcribes the manners of the time. Eccelin coms
plained, that in a neutral city, in amoment of truce
or friendfhip, his life had been treacheroufly attacked.

was walking,” faid he, “with the Marquis of
Efte, on the place of St. Mark in Venice. On
afudden was affaulted by the fwords and daggers
of his followers: my friends were {lain or made
prifoners in my fight; and it was with extreme
difficulty that I could difengage my right arm from
the ftrong gralp of my perlidious companion.”

The Marquis explained or denied the fa&: but
in thefe hoftile altercations, Azo twice declined a
challenge of fingle combat. He could not draw
his fword againft Eccelin, without violating the
majeflty of the Imperial prefence; and among his
vafluls he had many more noble than Salinguerra.
His reafons might be good; his courage was unquef-
tionable; but Azo twice declined a challenge of
fingle combat. The next day, as the two leaders
were riding on either fide of the Emperor, he com.
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manded them to falute each other. “Sir Eccelin,

{alate the Marquis; Sir Marquis, [ilate Feeelin;”
and the command was given in the French tongue,
which even in that age appears to have been the
fathionable dialect. They obeyed: but. the fuperior
dignity of the Marquis was maintained, by his
receiving and rewwrning the compliment without
vailing his bonnet to the humble falute of Eccelin,
They foon jomed in familiar converfe; and before
they had rode two miles, the fufpicious Emperor,
who had been alarmed by their difcord began to:
be apprehen(ive of their union. His apprehenfions
were groundlefs; and their deadly feuds, in council,
io the field in the cities, continued to rage, with
alternate fuccefs, till they both flept in the tranquil-
lity of the grave. Their poffeffions and their quarrels
were inherited by their fons, Azo VII and Hecelin
the Third but in a conteflt of forty years, the
Marquis of like wes long opprefled by the genius
and fortune cf bis rival. The excommunication of
Frederic 11. exafperated and juftified the hoftilities
of the two fac&ions. From a fermobn, a bull, or a
crufade, the chief of the Guelphs, the friend of
the Pope, might derive fome occafional aid: but
the leader of the Ghibellines was more ftrongly
fupported by the power, and often by the prefence,
of a warlike Prince, who filled the Trevifane March
with his armies of Germans and Saracens. By the
authority of the Emperor, his own arts, and the
affiftance of foreign troops, Hccelin became the
captain and tyrant of the cities of Verona, Vicenza,
Padua, Trevigi, Feltri, Belluno, Trent, and
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Drelcia: after the Jofs of his patron, he maintained
ten years bis independent reign, and proudly
boafled that fince Charlemagne, no prince had
pollfelled fuch abfolute {way over the Lombard
flates. The utmoft cffores of his malice 2nd revenge
were directed aganft the Marquis of [uQte. “Strike

the head of the forpent, and y ou are mafter of the
body,” was his frequent exhortation from a

hill ner Padua, be pointed to the towers of Rite,
and owed the Emperor the holtile territories
which were fpread over the plin.  Defticute of
ftrengtih and fuccour, Azo was compelled to folicit
pardon, to fwear fidelity, and to purchafe a preca-
rious refpite, by the captivity, perhaps the death,
of Rinaldo, his only fon, who was delivered, as
an holtage, into the bands of Frederic the Second,
The town'and caftle of Efte were atlength befieged
by the forces of Hccelin: his artillery confifted of
fourteen great battering engines, which calt ftones
of twelve hundred pounds weight and his pioneers,
who were drawn from the filver-mines of Carinthia,
opened a fubterrancous paflage for the entrance of
five hundred foldiers. The garrifon capitulated; and
inflead of a total ruin, the fortifications were repaired
by Ecceliny, who aff~&ed to reverence the dignity of
the place. He bad been praifed as a hero; he was
gradually, and at length generally, abhorred as a
tyrant. The feeming virtues of his youth were ftained
by the jealous and unrelenting cruelty of his old age:
and whatfloever deductions may be allowed on alift
of fifty thoufand vi&ims, his name will be for
ever recorded with the favage monfiers of Sicily
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and Rome. The hatred of mankind began to pre-
vail over their fears; and after a long perfecution,
and a firm refiftance, Azo found the moment of
victory and revenge. His odious rival had been in.
vited by one of the factions of Milan: the confpi.
racy was difcovered, the enterprife failed: but on
his return to Brefcia, in the paffage of the Adda,
at the well known bridge of Caffano, he was inter-
cepted by the troops of Mantua, Cremona, and
Ferrara, under the banner of the Marquis of Efte.
After a (hort combat, the valiant Eccelin (he de-
ferves that praife) was wounded in the foot, and
taken prifoner: the few remaining days of his life
were embittered by the infults of the multitude,
and the more infulting pity of the conqueror. Azo
VII. was hailed as the faviour of Lombardy but
he derived more glory than advantage from the
tyrant’s fall. The caufe of the Ghibellines revived
under new leaders: the cities of the Trevifane March
were ufurped by the new families of Scala and Car.
rara; and inftead of afferting their ancient right to
the government of Milan, the rifing ambition of
the Vifconti was promoted by the arms and alliance
of the Marquiffes of Efte.

Ttwasin the [tate of Ferrara thatthey firfteftablifhed
a princely dominion, on the bafis, and finally on
the ruins, of a popular government. The flat coun-
try, which is interfected by the branches of the Po,
had formerly been a wild morafs, impervious to the
Roman highways. About the middle of the feventh
century twelve folitary villages coalefced into a
fortified town, on the banks of the river: the fafe
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and convenient fituation attracted a crowd of fet-
tlers their labors were rewarded by the conveifion
of the fens into rich and productive land; and the
rifing colony was diftinguifhed by the feat ofa bifhop,
and the privileges of a city. After the death of the
Countefs Matilda, Ferrara tafted the bleffings and
the mifchiefs of liberty the patricians and plebeiaus,
the Guelphs and the Ghibellines, difputed, inarms:
the command of the republic: thirty-two towers
of defence were erected within the walls; and in
forty years the factions were ten times alternately
expelled. Among the thirty ~four noble families of
Ferrara, the pre-eminence of wealth and power was
claimed by the rival houfes of the Adclardi and Tau-
relli. About the year onc thoufand one hundred
and eighty, the former werereduced to an infant
daughter: the propofal of a conciliatory marriage
was rejeéted by their adherents the heirefs was deli-
vered into the hands of Obizo I. and his grandfon
Azo VI. waseleted as the future hufband of the maid;
and the future chiefof the nameand party of the Ade-
lardi. Marchefelladied at the age of eight years,before
nature would allow her to produce a child, or the
law would permit her to fubfcribe a will: but the
whole inheritance of her fathers was yielded to the
Marquis of kfte, and his gratitude, or ambition,
diftributed the fiefs among his friends and followers.
By this ftep, he acquired a commanding influence
at Ferrara: A, VL was declared perpetual lord 4, 1
and governor of the republic; and the act, which
is Rill extant, betrays the madnefls of party, by
the grant of abfolute and unconditional power. From

1208.
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this power, his fon was degraded to the humilis
ating permiflion of an anuu vifit; a popular and
profperons flare wa. agma flallifhd by the Ghi.
bellines, and it was roc till after (birty-two years

L]of revolutions that the fover “enty of the Houfe of
EeFfle was fixed by the valor and conduct of the

for enth Azo. At the head of the confederate forces
ot the Ponce, of Venice, and of Bologna, he marched
againit Ierrara but 2 humane congneror might las
ment that the roy olution was cifected by the calami.
ties of a ficge, and condemned by the renear of
fifteen hundred citizens. Thefe evils were indecd
compenfated by the wifdom and juftice of twenty-
four years: his funeral was honored by the tears of
the oppofite faction and at the age of feventeen, his
grandfon, Obizo 1l., fucceeded to the office, or
rather the inheritance, of lus father. The reputa.
tion of Obizo II. engaged the turbulent republics
of Modenaand Reggio to accept him for their princes
and at the time of his deceafe, three populous cities;
with their ample territories, were fubjet to the {way
of the Marquiffes of Efte. Modena and Reggio were
indeed loft by the imprudence of his fon, the levity
of the people, and the arts of the Ghibellines; and
the feparation lafted thirty years in the one, and
a hundred im the other, before the rebellious chil-
dren were reconciled to their parent. But the fub-
miflion of Ferrara was pure and permanent, and the
lapfe of time infenfibly erafed the fc #15 and maxims

of the old republic. After the death of Azo VIII,
A.D. 1308, whofe lat will preferred a baltard to a brother,

Yerrara was opprefled by the avarice of the Vene.
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tians, the ambition of the Pope, and the Catalan
mercenaries of the king of Naples: but the fpirit
of patriotifm and loyalty {till lived in the hearts
of the citizens, and they foon rofe to the deliverance
and defence of their country under the banner of the
white eagle. This conftant aficctionisat once the praife
of the fubje® and fovereign. This praife is the more
precious, as it mult almofRt be confined to the fubjects
of the Marquiffes of Efte. They were ranked amang
the princes of Italy ata time when the families which
afterwards emerged to greatnefs were confounded
with the meaneft of the people. They were the
firt who after the twelfth centary acquired by po-
pular ele@tion the dominion of a fice city. And
they {lill fubfilt with fplendor and dignity, while
the tyrants more confpicuous in their day have left
only a name, and for the moft part an odious name,
to the annals of their couutry.

The tates of Ferrara, Modena, and Reggio were
fairly won and recovered by the labor and fortune
of the Marquiffes of Efte. But the liberality ofthe
popes and emperors was an eafy and profitable
virtue they ‘granted the right to thofe who had
the actual poffellion, beltowed the title where the
fubltance was loft, and confirmed their pretenfions
by refigning to others what they were unable to
obtain or to hold for their own ufe. The Court
of Rome was informed of the merit and 1eputation
of Azo VI.; and he acceptéd from the two fovereians
of Chriftendom, from Pope Innocent 11. and the
Emperor Otho 1V, adouble inveftiture of the mar-
quifate of Ancona; which extended over twelve
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diocefes and counties between the Adriatic and the
Apennine. But this fplendid gift was no more thaa
the night without the power of fubduing a warhke
people, in ftrong oppofition to the church and the
empire. This enterpiife, which might fecm above the
flicoeth of Azo, was vigoroufly profecuted by his
cldeft fon the Marquis Aldobrandino, who raifed the
fupnlies of the war by paweiog his younger brother
to thevfurcrs of llorence. The war was fufpended by
hicuntimel, death, the conquelt was never achieved;
the pledge was never redeemed, and in the third
genvration the vain tirle of Marquis of An ona was
flcotly ddmiffed, The fens of Ferrara might have
been incluodcd within the limits of the exarchate,
the fucceflnrs of St. Peter might alledge the dona
tions of Coofltantine of Pepin, of Charlemagne,
ard of the Countefs Matilda: butin the firft cens
tury afecr ther election, the Maiquiffes of Efte ace
knowledged no fuperior, fave God and the people.
It was in a moment of diftrefs and exile, that they
accepted frem Clement V. the title of Vicars of the
Church: thatthey fubmitted to hold the feudatory
pofleflion of Ferrara by an annual payment of ten
thoulund gold florins. They regained their {over-
eignty without the aid, and againft the efforts, of
the court of Rome: the treaty was however rati-
fied, and if the tribute fuffered fome occafional abate.
ment, they could never break the chain of feudal
dependence, which was at length fatal to the Houfe
of ERte. After the recovery of Modena and Reg-
gio, they obtained on more ealy terms the title of
Vicars of the empire: and the natives of Italy, like

thofe
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ithofe of India, continued to reverence the feal and
fubfcription of their impotent king. Before the end
of the fcurteenth centary, the German emperors,
who had been accufiomed to the traffic of avarice
and vanity were tempted to revivein Italy the long-
forpoteen title of Duke and atthe price of a hun- A. D. 1395.
dred thoufwd gold florins the Vifconti of Milan
were exalted above the heads of theirequals. Twen-
ty-two years afterwards, the exclufive dignity of
the Dukes of Vlilan was fomewhat impaired by the
fimilir honors of the Dukes of Savoy. The third A D- 1417.
candidate was Borfo Marquis of Efte, the twelfth
in lineal defcent from the old Marquis Albert-Azo
the Sccond: his reign was wife and fortunate, and
the proverb which he left behind bim This is not

the time of Duke Borfo,” is far more glorious
than all the trappings of mortal pride. In theyear
one thouland four hundred and fifty-two, by the
Fmperor Frederic the Third, he was created Duke
of Modena and Reggio Eighteen years afterwards
the ambitious imitation of Pope Paul the Second
conferred on Borfo the fuperior title of Duke of

Ferrara; and the crowns, the mantles, and the fcep-
tres ufed in thefe pompous inveftitures, were fecond
only to the majefty of kings. In the fixreenth
century, a duke was impofed on the republic of
Florence by the arms and authority of Charles Vg
and the genius of the great Cofmo foon gave him
a rank in the political fyftem of Europe. A difpute
for precedency arofe between the Dukes of Ferrara
and Florence; and if the Efte could boaft the no-
bility of their race, and the priority of their crea-

VoL. V. P
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tion, the Medici might plead the wealth, the ex-
tent, and perhaps the independence, of the late over
which thev reiened. The courts of Rome and Vien.
na long balanced their refpeétive claims without rif
quing a final fentence; and the difpute could be
appeafed only by the invention of the new title and
prerogatives of grand Duke of Tulcany. In this
frivolous countelt the powers of France and Spain
were interclted, and had it been decided by arms,
fuch a war would have added a chapter to the an-
nals of human vanity.

\Vhile the honors of the Efte were multiplied by
popes and emperors, arepublic infulted and almoft
opprefled the Dukes of Ferrara Had Venice been pru~
dunt, Venice would have been content with the
riches of commerce and the command of the fea.
But this maritime empire ferved only to ftimulate
the ambition of an talian conqueft: difcipline and
wealth obtained an eafy victory over weaknefs and
difcord and in the fifteenth century the provinces
of Terra Firma were added to the dominion of St.
Mark. Nicholas the Third, Marquis of Efte,, and
Lord of Ferrara, made a feeble effort to affift the
Carrara princes, and to fave the important barrier
of Padua, The Venetians inftantly filled the Po with
armed veflels; his territories were ravaged; his ca.
pital was ftarved, till he left his allies to their fate;
implored the mercy of the fenate, and refigned him-
felf to fuch conditions as refentment and avarice could
impafe. After a fervitude of fourfcore years, his
fon Hercules 1. was accufed of a generous, or cri-
minal revolt: the fuperior forces of Venice encom.
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paffed Ferrara by fea and land, and if a league of
the Tralian powers prote¢ted him from total ruin,
the Duke was bound by the new treaty in a clofer
and more weighty chain. 1. A fuperior title, and A, p. 1482.
more ample fway, might compenfate for the lofs of 1434.
property and command in the neighbourhood of
Padua. But Este was fiill dear and facred to the
princes of that name the tranfient recovery of the
caltle, the town, and the fief, had delighted their
heceditary pride, and it was not without regret that A. D. 133.
they beheld that ancient poffeflion, the fource of
their title for ever melted into the Venetian flate.
The Polefine, or Hland of Rovigo, which had once
been mortgaged for fixty thoufand ducats to the
Venetians, was irrevocably ceded by Hercules I;
and not a veftige remained of the patrimonial eftates
to the north of the Po, which had been acquired
five hundred years before by the marriage of Albert-
Azo L 2, The goods and perfons of the Venetians
who defcended the Po, were exempt from all tolls
and duties whatfoever: every firanger was thielded
under that refpe@able name; and even the peafants
of the borders began to claim the immunities of
St. Mark. The fame grievance which impaired the
revenue, attacked the fovereignty of the Duke of
Ferrara, fince he was forbidden to raife any forts
or barriers, which might obfiru& a free paflage
through his territories either by land or water.
3. With the avarice of a trading power, Venice
afpired to a monopoly of falt in the Adriatic Gulph.
The Duke was rigoroufly deprived of the ufe and
profits of his falt-works of Commachio; and his
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fubjects were compelled to purchafe in a foreign
market one of the neceffaries of life, which Nature
had (o profufely fcattered on their own fhores. 4. A
citizen of Venice refided at Ferrara with the title
of Vicedominus he was the proper judge of his coun-
trymen; butthe arrogance of his behaviour infulted
the prince, his daily ufurpations interrupted the
courfe of juflice, and hislalt a® was the imprifon.-
ment of a native and a prieft. Peace was oppref-
five but war might have been fatal to the Houfe
of Efe. The three laft fovereifns of Padua, a fa.
ther and his two fons, had been firangled in the pri-
fons of Venice; the remains of the Carrara and Scala
families were profcribed; and the deliberate cruelty
of the fenate was jultified by the examples of an
cient Rome.

Twenty-five years after the laft treaty of Hercules I.
bis fon and fucceffor Alphonfo I. embraced the
faire hope of liberty and revenge. In the league
of Cambray, the four great potentates of Europe
united their arms againft a fingle republic; the Pope,
Julius 1L.; the Emperor, Maximilian of Auftria;
Lewis XII. King of France and Duke of Milan;
and Ferdinand King of Arragonand Naples. Each
of the allies had fuffered fome injuries, had loft fome
territories, and they all confidered the profperity of
Venice with the {ame fentiments of indignation and
envy which are excited in the brealt of a noble by
the luxury and infolence of a wealthy merchant.
While Maximilian delayed, while Ferdinand dif.
fembled, while the Pope pronounced his excom-
munications, the King of France, at the head of
hisinvincible cavalry, had paffed the Alps, and on
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the banks of the Adda, ths mercenary bands of
Mark were trampled under their horfcs feet. The
firmnefs of Rome aftera great defeat was not imitated
by the fenators of Venice: they delpaired of the
republic, evacuated in a day the conquelts of an
age; and abandoned to the confederates the divie
fion of the fpoil. Under the wing of thefe confe-
derates, Alphonfo Duke of Ferrara had acceded to
the league of Cambray, and accepted the office,
or rather the title, of Standard bearer or General of
the Church. The firft a& of hoftility was to vin-
dicate his independence: the county of Rovigo yiel
ded to his attack, and he received from the Em.
peror the inveftiture of Efte. In this public hipwreck
Venice was faved by the zeal of her nobles, and the
fidelity of her fubjecs: the nobles facrificed their
lives, or at leaft their fortunes, in their own caufe the
fubjeés, without fpeculating on the theory of govern.
ment, had long enjoyed, and now regretted, the wif
dom and juftice of a parental ariftocracy. The metro-
polis was impregnable and rich; the tranfmarine
provinces were untouched; the navy was entire;
new armies were purchafed; the allies began to fecl
fufpicion, and to affect pity; and the deliverance
of Padua announced the rifing fortunes of the re.
public. While the Venetians ftrove to refit or difarm
their more formidable enemies, the rebel Alphon-
fo (fuch was the {tyle of the fenate) was marked
as the obje@ of vengeance, to which his lation
expofed him on every fide. Again} the advice of
their wifeft counfellors, their admiral Angelo Tre-
vifano, with eighteen gallies and a train of brigan.

P3
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tines, entered the mouth of the Po, fpread defo.
lation on either bank, and prepared with forts and
bridges the paffage of the army and the fiege of
Ferrara. But the army was called away by a fea-
fonable diverfion; and the fleet was deftroyed by

"the valor and condu& of the Duke himfclf, and
his brothet the Cardinal Hippolito. Under the fhelter
of the dikes they had planted their long batteries,
which fupported an inceffant fire: and the affright.
ed Venetians were fuddenly opprefled by the armed
veflels which iffued from the city. The admiraligno-
minioufly fled with the great flandard of St. Mark;
two gallies efcaped, three were burnt or funk, and
the remaining thirteen followed the triumph of the
conqueror,who immediately affaulted and demolifthed
all the works of the fiege. His viGtory might be
afcribed to his fuperior artillery, and that fuperiority
was the effe@, of his own fkilland induftry. Three
bundred cannons were caft in his foundery, and
depofited in his arfenal he liberally entertained the
belt engineers; and the well-adapted fortifications
of {tone, of earth, and of water, had rendered Ferrara
one of the ftrongelt places in Italy. The French,
who ferved with their ally, celebrate the politenefs,
the knowledge, the magnificence of the Duke: and
Alphonfo expended above three hundred thoufand
ducats to reward the fervice, and to f{ecure the friend.
fhip, of the Gallic chiefs.

But their friendfhip foon became dangerous to
the Houfe of Efte, when the fame confederates
who had joined with France for the deftruction
of Venice, confpired with Venice for the expulfian
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of the French. The new league was formed and A. D. 1510.
fanctified by Julius Il, who fecretly afpired to
deliver Italy from the barbarians: and the fidelity
of the Duke of Ferrara to his firlt eng:gements
exafpcrated the fierceft and moft ambitious of the
fucceffors of St. Peter. Alphonfo was degraded
from the rank of a vaffal and a Chriftian: his rich
forfeiture was devoured by the avarice perhaps of
a papal nephew, and his fentence of condemuation
was extended to both worlds. Againfi him the
temporal and fpiritual arms of Rome were equally
directed his city of Modena was occupied: in A. D. 1511,
the depth of a fevere winter the prefence of Julius
animated the troops, and the aged father of the
Chriftians prefled the fiege of Mirandola with the
vigor of a youthful foldier. Ferrara however was
faved by its own ftrength and the Gallic fuccours:
the army of Lewis XII. invaded the ecclefialtical
ftate under the command of his nephew, the valiant
Galton of Foix: in the battle of Ravenna the fury a. pn. 1512.
of the French cavalry was encountered by the firm.
nefs of the Spanifh infantry, and the fuccefs of the
day might be attributed in fome degree to the
Duke of Ferrara, who led the vanguard, and
directed the infantry. But after the lofs of Galton,
the ftrange retreat of the victorious army, and the
rapid evacuation of Italy, the folitary and humble
client of France remained without defence under
the hand of a mercilefs oppreflor. While he waited
as a fuppliant in the Vatican, his city of Reggio
was furprifed and ftolen; he was infulted by the
propofal of yiclding Ferrara for a poor and preca-

Pa
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rious exchange; and even the validity of his fafe.
condué@ was queltioned by a perfidious courte The
liberty and perhaps the life of Alphonfo were
refcued by the grateful friendfhip of the Colonna:
they forced the Lateran Gate, lodged hin in the
caftle of Marino, and watched over bis cfcape in
the variotis difguifes of a huntfman, a fervant,

and a friar. A (ingle event could fufpend his ruin;
and by that event was his ruin fufpended. Julius 11
expired his paffions were buried in his tomb;
but his policy with a milder afpe&t Rill reigned
an the councils of his fucceffors. Leo X. was too
generous to be jult; and the ambition of his family
was concealed by the facred veil of the honor and
intere(t of the church. After the victory of Marignan,
Francis I. might have difcharged his obligations by
an a& of equity and power: but inftead of com.
manding he negociated with the court of Rome.
The reltitution of Modena and Reggio to his
long -fuffering ally, was often promifed, and as
often eluded: the failure of a fecret confpiracy
provoked the Roman pontiff to thunder a new
fentence of excommunication and forfeiture; and
one of the medals of Alphonfo attefts his miracu-
lous deliverance from the lion's paw. Adrian VI.
had a confcience, a faculty long dormant in the
vicars of Chrift: but his {cruples were removed
by the Italian cafuilts and he found it more eafly
to abfolve the fins than to refltore the eftates of
the Houfe of Efte. Clement VIL an illegitimate
fon, adopted the politics of the Medici; and bad
his arts been fuccefsful, Machiavel who was
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fill alive, might have been proud of his difciple.
After a tedious and treacherous drliy, the fword
of Alphonfo vindicated his ovo rights; and his
prudence {eized the fortunate moments of the con-
clave and the captivity of Clement VII. The
gates of Modena and Reggio were joyfully opened
to their. native prince: and on a payment to the
Pope of a hundred thoufand ducats, his poflef-
fion was confirmed by the fentence of the Emperor
Charles V. whofe interelt prompted him to eftabhih
the peace of ltaly. During thefe revolutions the
Duke of Ferrara concluded a truce, and finally a
treaty, with the Venetians: his patrimonial eflates
of Efte and Rovigo were for ever loft: but he no
longer felt or feared the tyranny of a republic
which had been trained to moderation in the fchool
of adverfity.

Among the noble marriages of the Ffte, two
princes, Azo VIIL and Hercules 1, had been allied
to the crown of Naples in the rival houfes of Anjou
and Arragon. But thefe lofty connexions had not
been productive of any folid benefit, and the Vene-
tians fignified their difpleafure that the Duke of Fer-
rara had preferred the daughter of a king, inftead
of chufing a fenator for his futher and patron, In
the next generation, the Houfe of Eftc was fullied
by a fanguinary and inceftuous race by the nuptials
of Alphonfo I. with Lucretia, a baftard of Alexan-
der VI, the Tiberius of Chriftian Rome. This
modern Lucretia might have affumed with more
propriety the name of Meflalina fince the woman
who can be guilty who can even be accufed, of a
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criminal commerce with a father and two brothers,
mult be abandoned to all the licentioufnefs of venal
love. Her vices were highly colored by a contempt
for decency at a banquet in the apoftolical palace,
by the fide of the Pope, fhe beheld without a
blufh the naked dances and lafcivious poltures of
fifty proftitutes: fhe diltributed the prizes to the
champions of Venus, according to the number of
victories which they achieved in her prefence.
Hercules I. was unwilling to accept fuch a confort
for his eldelt fon, but he was apprehenfive of the
bulls and daggers of the Borgia family: he was
tempted by the fum of one hundred and twenty
thoufand ducats, the city and diftri¢t of Cento,
and the reduction of his annual tribute to a flight
quit-rent of a hundred florins. The marriage-
articles were figned; and as the bed of Lucretia
was not then vacant, ker third hufband, a royal
baftard of Naples, was firlt ftabbed, and afterwards
firangled in the Vatican. Perbaps the youth of
Lucretia had been feduced by example; perhaps
fhe had been fatiated with pleafure, perhaps fhe
was awed by the authority of her new parent and
hufband: butthe Duchefs of Ferrara lived feventeen
years without reproach, and Alphonfo I. believed
himfelf to be the father of three fons, The eldeft,
his fucceffor, Hercules 1I, expiated this maternal
ftain by a nobler choice; and his fidelity was re-
warded by mingling the blood of Efte with that
of France. By his fecond marriage with Anne
Duchefs of Brittany, Lewis XII left only two
daughters: Claude, the eldeft, became the wife
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of his fucceffor Francis I. and Renée her younger
filter who had once been promifed to Chailes V.
was beltowed on Hercules 1l., hereditary prince,
and after his father's deceafe, Duke of Ferrara.
Her portion of two hundred and fifty thoufand
crowns was paid in a territorial equivaient, the
dukedoms of Chartres and Montargis but Kende
was perhaps the true heirefs of Brittany, fince the
agreement which fecured the perpetual jndepen-
dence of the dutchy, might be applied with as
much reafon to a fecond daughter as to a fecond
fon. The French princefs, whofe mind was more
beautiful than her perfon, continued above thirty
years to adorn the court of Ferrara: her liberal
underftanding was improved by the learning of
the age; nor was it /Zer fault if in the learning of
the age fhe difcovered and ftudied the vain fcience
of aftrology. During a long exile fhe cherifhed a
tender remembrance of her native country: every.
Frenchman, according to his degree, who vifited
Ferrara, either praifed her magnificence, or blefled
her charity: and the relics of a Neapolitan expedi-
tion, ten thoufand naked and hungry fugitives,
were relieved by the profufe alms of the Duchefs.
When her treafurer reprefented the enormous ex.
penfe, “They are my countrymen,” Renée gene
roufly replied, “and had God given me a beard,

they would be now my fubje@s.” But thefe
virtues were the fplendid fins of a heretic. From
her cradle and in her marriage, the daughter of
Lewis XII, the daughter-in.law of Alphonfo I.,
had learned to hate the tyranny of the Pope: her
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firm and curious underftanding was not afraid of
religious inquiries; and fhe liftened to the new
teachers, who profeffed to revive the old truths
of the Gofpel. Clement Marot and John Calvin

were hofpitably entertained at Ferrara; in the con.
verfion of the Duchefs the eloquence of the
preacher was feconded by the wit of the poet;
and the apoftle of Geneva was proud. .to {pread
his conquells on the verge of the realm of Antichrift.
But this fpark, which might have kindled a flame
in Italy, was quickly extinguifhed by the diligence
of the inquifitors, and Hercules II. was apprehen-
five of the temporal, as well as the fpiritual punifh-
ment of the guilt of herefy. Calvin and Marot
fled beyond the mountains ‘Renée heard with
fullen confiancy the fermons of the popith doctors
but after fuffering the difmiffion of her French
fervants, and the hardfhips of a prifon, fhe fub.
mitted with a {igh to wear the malk of diffimu-
lation. A more open profeffion of Calvini{m after
her hufband’s death, determined and haftened her
departure from Ferrara: and the laft fifteen years
of Renée of France were fpentin her native country.
In the bloody fcenes of perfecution and war, the
Duchefs maintained her dignity and proteted her
brethren. Her caftle of Montargis, near Paris,
was a {ure afylum for the Huguenots; and when
it was threatencd with a fiege, fhe boldly replied,

the Catholics may affault my refidence, they will
find me ftanding in the breach, and prepared to
try whether ‘they will fire on the daughter of
a king of France.” She was the daughter of a
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king; but the wife of her fon Alphonfo II. was
the daughter and fifter of two emperors, of Ferdi-
nand 1. and Maximilien 11. of the Houfe of Auftria,

The five Dukes of Ferrara, Borfo, Hercules I,
Alphonfo I., Hercules II., and Alphonfo II. feem
to have been magnified in the eyes of Furope, far
beyond the meafure of their wealth and power.
Their merit was fuperior to their fortune they
fupported with firmnefs the calamities of war; they
improved and enjoyed the profperity of peace. Near
a century before the end of their reign, Alexander VI.
in his bull of inveftiture, applauds the ufeful labors
of Hercules I.; which had increafed the numbers and
happinefs of his people which had adorned the city
of Ferrara with ftrong fortifications and ftately edi-
fices, and which had reclaimed a large extent of
unprofitable wafte. The vague and fpreading
branches of the Po were confined in their proper
channels by moles and dikes; the intermediate
lands were converted to pafture and tillage; the
fertile diftri@® became the granary of Venice; and
the corn-exports of a fingle year were exchanged
for the value of two hundred thoufand ducats.
The triangular ifland or delta of Mefola, at the
mouth of the Po, had been recovered from the
waters by Alphonfo II., who furrounded it with
a wall nine miles in circumference a palace, with
its dependencies of ftables and gardens, arofe in
this new creation, and it was referved by the founder
for his favorite amufements of hunting and fifhing,
Yerrara became one of the molt flourifhing of the
Iealian cities: the walls and buildings have furyived
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the lofs of the inhabitants, which are now reduced
frown fourfcore thoufand to a tenth part: the works
of fuperfiition were enriched by each generation:
the arfenal, in a long peace, was fucceeded by
theatres and palaces, and if the hand of the princely
archireét be moft confpicuous, many vacant houfes
arc the monuments of private opulence and talte.
Modena and Reggio, more favorably treated by
nature; were not abandoned by the Houfe of Efe
the courfc of the Po opened much inland, and fome
foreign trade; and a colony of Flemifh exiles attempt-
ed to revive the declining arts of the loom. Lam’
not ioftructed to define the revenue of the Dukes
of Ferrara: but it is the praife of AlphonfoI., that
he left atreafure,, without increafing his taxes; it is
the reproach of Alphonfo 11., that, with an increafe
of taxes, he left behind him a confiderable debt.
The court of thefe princes was at all times polite and
fplendid ou extraordinary occafions, a birth, a
mariiage, a journey a feftival, the paffage of an
illntirious firanger, they ftrove to furpals their equals,
and to equal their fuperiors; and the vanity of the
people was gratified at their own expenfe. Seven
hundred horfes were ranged in Borfo’s {tables and
in the {port of hawking, the Duke was attended to
the field by a hundred falconers. In his Roman
expedition, to receive the ducal inveftiture, his
train of five hundred gentlemen, his chamberlains
and pages, one hundred menial fervants, and one
hundred and fifty mules, were clothed, according
to their degree, in brocade, velvet, or fine cloth:
the bells of the mules were of filver, and the
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dreffes, liveries, and trappings, were covered with
gold and filver embroidery. The martial train of
Alphonfo IL in his campaign in Hungary, conlified
of three hundred gentlemen, cach of whom was
followed by an efquire and two arquebuficrs on horfe-
back; and the arms and apparel of this gallant troop
were {uch as might provoke the envy of the Ger-
mans, and the avarice of the Turks. Did I poflefs
abook, printed under the title of the Chivalries of
Ferrara, 1 fhould not pretend to defcribe the nuptials
of thefame Duke with the Emperor’s fifter: the balls,
the feafls, and tournaments of many bufy days; and
the final reprefentation of the Temple of I.ove, which
was erected in the palace-garden, with a ftupendous
fcenery of porticos and palaces, of woods and
mountains. That the lalt fhow fhould continue fix
hours, without appearing tedious to the fpedtators,
1s perhaps the moft incredible circumftance. In cach
generation of the Houfe of Efte, a younger brother,
with the rank of Cardinal held fome of the richeft
bifhoprics and abbies in Italy and France. Thefe
noble and wealthy ecclefialtics were the patrons of
every art: the Villa Eflenfe at Tivoli, near Rome,
is the work of Cardinal Hippolitus, brother to
Hercules IL: the palace-gardens and water. works
exhibit, in their prefentdecay, the {pirit of a prince
and the tafte of the age.

A philofopher, according to his temper, may
laugh or weep at this oftentatious and oppreflive
fplendor nor will he be difarmed by the patronage
and perfection of the finer arts, which flourifhed in

"Italy in the fixteenth century. But he will approve
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the modell encouragement of learning and genius,
an expenfe which can never drain the treafures of
a prince. An univerlity had been founded at
P.lua by the Houfe of Efte, and the fcholaftic
rull was polifhed away by the revival of the lite-
rature of Greece and Rome. The ftudies of ber.
rara were directed by fkilful and eloquent profef.
fors. either natives or foreigners the ducal lilvary
was filled with a valuable collection of manufeript
and piinted books; and as foon as twelve new
comedics of Plautus had been found in Germany,
the Marquis Lionel of Efte was impatient to obtain
a fair and faithful copy of that aacient poet. Nor
were thefe elegant pleafures confined to the learned
world. Under the reign of Hercules I. a wooden
theatre, atthe moderate cofi of a thoufand crowns,
was conftruted in the largeft court of the palace;
the (cenery reprefented fome houfes, a fea-port, and
a fhip, and the Menechmi of Plautus, which had
been tranflated into Italian by the Duke himfelf,
was acted before a numerous and polite audience.
In the fame language, and with the fame fuccefs,
the Amphytrion of Plautus, and the Eunuch of
Terence, were fucceflively exhibited; and thefe
claflic models, which formed the tafte of the fpec-
tators, excited the emulation of the poets of che
age. For the ufe of the court and theatre of Ferrara,
Ariofto compofed his comedies, which were often
played with applaufe, which are (till read with
pleafure: and fuch was the enthufialm of the new
arts, that one of the fons of Alphonfo I. did not
difdain to fpeak a prologue on the ftage. In the

legitimate
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legitimate forms of dramatic compofition the Italians
have not excelled: but it was in the court of
Ferrara that they invented and refined the pafloral
comedy, a romanticar cadia, which violates the truth
of manners, and the fimplcity of nature, but which
commands our indulgence by the elaborate luxury
of eloquence and wit. The Aminta of Tallo was
written for the amufement, and aed in the piclence,
of Alphonfo II. and his fifter Leonora might apply
to herfelf the language of a palfion, which difor-
dered the reafon, without clouding the genius, of
her poetical lover, Of the numerous imitations
the Paftor Fido of Guarini, which alone can vie

with the fame and merit of the original, is the
work of the Duke’s fecretary of ftate: it was exhi-
bited in a private houle at Ferrara: but the retreat
of the author, from the fervice of his native prince;
has beftowed on Turin the honor of the firft public
reprefentation, The father of the Tufcan mufcs, the
fublime, but unequal Dante bad pronounced that
Ferrara was never-honored with the name of a poet:
he would have been aftonifhed to behold the chorus
of bards, of melodious fwans, (their own allufion,)
who now peopled the banks of the Po. In the
court of Duke Borfo and his fucceffor, Boiztdo,
Count of Scandiano, was refpeced as a noble,
a foldier, and a f{cholar: his ‘vigorous fancy firft
celebrated the loves and exploits of the Paladin
Orlando and his fame has at once been preferved
and eclipfed by the brighter glories of the con-

_tinuation of his work. Ferrara may boaft, that
on her claflic ground, Ariofto and Taffo lived

Vor. V. Q
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and fung; that the lines of the Orlando Furiofo and
the Gierufulemme Liberata, were infcribed in ever.
lafting chara&ers under the eye of the fuft and fe.
cond Alphonfo. In a period of near three thoufand
years, five great epic poets have arifenin the world
and it is a fingular prerogative, that two of the five
fhould be claimed as their own, by a fhort age,
and a petty ftate.

But the glory of Ferrara, and perhaps the legitimate
race of the Efte, expired with Alphonfo II. As he
left neither children nor brothers, his firlt coufin,
Don Cexfar, the fon of ayounger fon of Alphonfo I,
was the next in the lineal order of defcent. His
claim to the fucceflion was ratified by the will
of the late Duke, who had obtained from the Em.
peror, though not from the Pope, the privilege
of choofing an heir in hisown family. And the fe-
nate of Ferrara, which fill preferved a femblance
of ele®ion, prefented him with apparent loyalty,
the fword of juftice, and the fceptre of dominion.
"The people fubmitted to a prince, who feemed to
unite the various titles of birth, donation, and of
the public choice the acceffion of Don Cexfar was
announced to the courts of Italy and Europe and
his reign might have been peaceful and prgfperous,
had not the ambition of Clement VIII. revived the
defign of reftoring Ferrara to the ecclefiaftical fate.
In the confidence ofright, or atlealt of power, the
Romain pontiff fternly rejected the ambaffador and
obedience of a pretended Duke, who had not ex-
pected the approbation of the Holy fee. A moni-
tory, or fummons, to appear in fifteen days, was
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affixed on the church- doors; and the Apoftolical
Chamber demanded the poffeflion of the fief, till
the vaflal fhould bave cleared his birth and title in
the court of his fupreme lord. It was in vain that
the Duke of Fetrara folicited a delay, that he pro.
voked an inquiry, that he negotiated a compromile,
that he fubmitted his caufe to the arbitration of a
neutral judge. The honor and intereft of the

Church,” faid the inexorable pontiff, “mult not
be deferted. In the vindication of St. Peter's pa-
trimony, L will fell the laft chalice of the altar;
1 am ready to march in perfon againft the facri-
legious rebel; and I would die in the ditch of
Ferrara, with the holy facrament in my bands.”

This gencrous refolution was applauded by the Car-
dinals, and they protefted, that if Clement VIII,
fhould be taken from the world, they would im-
pofe, by a common oath, the fame obligation on
the future Pope. Some forms of judicial proceeding
were haftily difpatched and before two monthshad
elapfed from the death of Alphonfo II. atremen.
dous bull, of forfeiture excommunication, and in-
terdict, was thundered againft the pretended Duke
and his impious adherents. At the fame time, the
military preparations were urged with inceffant
vigor, and an army of fixteen thoufand horfe and
foot, which fame had foon magnified to twenty-five
thoufand, was affembled near Faenza, under the
command of Cardinal Aldobrandini, the Pope's ne.
phew and legate. The ftate of Furope was molt
favorable to the ambition of Rome, and the pro-
fpecs of Don Cafar were on all fides black and cot-

Q 2
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fortlefs. The Emperor Rodalph 11. might be a well.
wilher to the Houfe of kfte but his remote and’
infofficient forces were occupied by the Turks in
Hungary. If the rival monarchs of France and Spain
fhould deign to interfere in this pigmy war, the en-
mity of the one would not enfure the fupport of
the other. llenry 1V. had been perfuaded, by a
felfith agent, to prove the fincerity of his conver-
fion, the facrifice of an old and faithful ally Philip
11. the demon of the fouth, was now anxious to
leave his fon and his dominions in peace; but the
revolution was confummated before he could figni-
fy hisintentions and th: Spanifh minifiers in Italy
were fufpe@ted of a fecrét confpiracy againft the Im-
perial fiefs of Reggio and Modena, The Italian prin-
ces balanced between fear and envy: Venice was
lealt defirous of the neighbourhood and lealt ap-
prehenfive of the refentment, of the Pope: but
her words were ambiguous, and her actions were
flow. Don Cxfar had been left without troops or
trealures; the foriifications of Ferrara were neglected
in a long peace the people was aggrieved by taxes;
the clergy was feduced by the prejudice of con.
fcience, or the hopes of preferment; the. emiffaries
of Rome were bafy and perfuafive; ‘and the ancient
loyalty to the Houfe of Lkfie was corrupted by the
promife of a golden age.

But the inftant caufe of his ruih was in the cha.
racter of the Duke himfelf. Had Don Caxfar been
endowed with the fpirit and uconftancy of his ancef.
tors, he might have been faved by the refolution
to fall. Had he lLftened tothe advice of a veteran,
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abold fully on the half-formed camp of Faenza might
have d flip ited the Pope’s {oldiers, who would ccafe
to be formidable, when they ccafed to be feared.
The ficge of Ferrara was an arduous enterprife:
courage would give him time, time would have
given him friends the Venetians would have armed
for his interelt and their own; many brave adven-
turers of France and Italy would have drawn their
fwords in his quarrel and the novelty of danger,
the laflitude of war, the weight of expenfe, the chan-
ces of mortality would have inclined his enemies
to a fafe and honorable peace. Far different were
the feelings of the fucceflor of Alphonfo: he had
been educated remote from the council and the
field, in the bofom of luxury and devotion: his
mild and timid difpofition was aflonifhed By the
thunder of fpiritual and: temporal arms; nor
could he expe@ from others the fupport which he
denied to himfelf. When he entered the cathedral,
the priefts interrupted their rites, and fled from the
altars; his venal minilters exaggerated the danger,
and concealed the refources; he was alarmed cach
hour by the intelligence of fecret treafon; and a Jefuit
perfuaded him that Modena and Reggio, that his
life, and even his foul, could only be faved by an
immediate capitulation. The terms were dictated
in the camp by the imperious legate That Don
Czfar thould deliver his eldeft fon as an holtage,
reign the ducal fceptre in the prefence of the ma.
giftrate, divide his artillery with the Pope, and
furrender the poflefion of the duchy of Ferrata,
with allits dependencies and thatin return for his

Q 3
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fubmiffion, he fhould be abfolved from all ecclefiafti-
cal cenfures, and permitted to enjoy the Diamond
Palace, with the perfonal effeéts and allodial eftates
of the Houfe of Efte. After the conclufion of the
treaty the conqueror was eager to reign, and the
exile was anxious to depart. On the twenty-eighth
of January, one thoufand five hundred and ninety-
eight, Don Cxfar evacuated a city, in which his
anceftors had reigned near four hundred years. A
fplendid, but mournful proceffion, of his family and
houfehold paffed flowly through the fireets: the
Duke of Modena (his remaining title} was feated
in an open coach his eyes were caft down on aletter
which he feemed to read, as if defirous of efcaping
the view of thofe objeés which he muft fee no more.
The minds of the people were already changed:
their curiofity was melted into pity: they had ne-
gle@ed thedefence, they deplored the lofs oftheir
native prince; and the firft evening of his departure,
five thoufand perfons’ were déprived of their daily
bread which they received from the charity .or mu.
nificenge of the ducal court, Thefle melancholy re-
flections were fufpended by the triumph of thelegate,
and the fpeedy vifit of Clement VIII, who was
impatient to behold his new conquelt, But as foon
as the feftival of the revolution had fubfided, Fer.
rara was left to the folitude and poverty of a pro-
vincial town, under thé government of priefis: a
citadel was ere@ted, to fix the inconftancy of the
inhabitants; and within feventeen years after the
death of Alphonfo II, a fourth of his capital was
already in ruins. Nor were the loffes of Dan Cxfag
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confined to the facrifice of Ferrara: the territory,
falt-works, and fithery of Commachio, an Imperial
fief, were feized by the hand of power: his allodial
property was diminifhed and difputed by the chica-
nery of law. Even the duchy of Chartres, and the
mortgages of the Houfe of Lfte in France, were
with-held from the heir and creditor, under pretence
that he was a foreigner. It was a jult obfervation
of the Grand Duke of Tufcany, that his brother-
in-law Don Czfar might have refifted his encmies, if
the million and a half of gold which his predeceffors
trufted to the Moft Chriftian King, had been fafe-
ly depofited in the trealury of Ferrara.

In this fingular tranfaction ambition and avarice
were the motives of Rome. Her forms of judicial
proceeding were precipitate and violent: without
evidence or trial fhe judged in her own caufe, fhe
pronounced in her own favor, and fhe forcibly feized,
for her own ufe, the valuable objec in difpute. But
as it is poffible, and barely poffible, that truth and
juftice may be [upported by the means moft adverfe
to their nature, fhall freely examine the defcent
of Don Czfar, and his right of fucceflion, without
any intereft to corrupt, or any prejudice to miflead,
the equity of my decree. After the deceafe of Lu-
cretia Borgio, his fecond wife, Alphorfo I., who
was fill in the manly vigor of life, embraced a
decent mode of fatisfying his paffions, withoutin.
juring his family. Inftead of feeking a third alliance
in the courts of Europe, he purchaled a maiden
of Ferrara, of obfcure parentage and exquifite
beauty. Laura was entertained feveral years in he

Q 4
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ftate ofa concubine: but this illegal union might ia
fome degree be excufed by the dignity of her lover,
and ber own imitation of conjugal virtue. She be-
came thc morher of two fons, Don Alphonf- and
Don Alphonfino, atitleand aname which had been
lately introduced into ltaly by the prevailine in.
fluence of the Spaniards. Their birth ts acknow-
ledged to have been illegimate. In the teftament of
their father, which is dated fourteen months before
his death, they {imply are ftyled the children of a
free man by a free woman; nor did he add, in his
lat illnefs of feveral weeks, any claufe or codicil
to declare a change of their condition. That, ac-
cording tothe laws of the church and Rate, thefe
baftards were legitimated by a fubfequent marriage,
1s fuppofed by their advocates; but the fuppofition
cannot be juftified by the regular proof of a contra,
acertificate, or a witnefs. In default of fuch evi-
dence, Muratori producesa large body of prefump-
tions and circumftances: with an artful fuggeftion,
that much more would have been found by a more
carly fcrutiny butit was the intereft as well as the
duty of Laura to eftablith her owe marriage, and
the legitimacy of her fons; and if her negle@ be
not afcribed to confcious guilt, it muft not, how.
cver, militate, as an argument in her behalf. Her
faithful champion, the librarian of Modena, has col-
le@ed many teftimonies of-poets, orators, hiftorians,

"and genealogifts, fome of whom could not miftake
the truth, and others could not have any tempta-
tion for falthood: and from their confent he infers
the belief and tradition of, the times, that the con,
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cubine of Alphonfo I. was finally promoted to the
rank of his wife. The fame favorable conclufion
may be drawn from the honors which fhe was per.
mitted to enjoy near forty years, under the reigns
of his fucceflors; the appellation, drefs, and attend.
ance of his reli® or widow; the guardianfhip of
her children; the princely ftyle of moft excellent and
illuftrious; and, above all, the family-name of Efte,
which fhe fubfcribed on all public and private oc-
cafions. The title of Duchefs of Ferrara was alone
wanting and when pride and envy were no more,
that title was beftowed in the folemn pomp of her
funeral, which was attended by the Duke Alphon.
fo II. his brother the Cardinal, the court, the cler-
gy, and the arts or corporations of the city. The
five fons of Alphonfo I, with the fole diftin@ion
of primogeniture, were educated as equalsand com-
panions. Don Alphonfo, the firft-born of Laura,
was treated as a prince, both at home and abroad:
he was inveflted with the Marquifate of Montecchio,
and the French order of St. Michael; and his wife,
the mother of Don Ceefar, was the daughter of the
reigning Duke of Urbino. The fame honors were
tranfmitted to Don Cwxfar himfelf: he obtained an
alliance {till more fplendid, the filter of the Grand
Duke of Tufcany: and, both in his life- time and
at his death, Alphonfo ll. acknowledged him as
his coufin and fucceflor. Could we diveft our minds
of a {ecret fufpicion, arifing from the induleence
which, in fo many courts and countries, has been
lavifhed on the baftards of princes, fuch prefump-
tions might amount to the moral, if not the legal
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proof of a legitimate defcent. But the intereft, though
not the honor, of the Dukes of Modena. repofes
on a firmer bafis, which would not be fhaken by
the quality of their female anceltor. Th~ popes are
pleafed to forget that they firft granted the Duchy
of Ferrara to Borfo, a natural fon of the Marquis
Nicholas III, and that the bull of Alexander VI.
extends the right of fucceflion to all the defcendants
whatfoever of Hercules I. They. were compelled
to renounce the pofleflion of Ferrara, butthey have
never ceafed to affert the jultice of their claim. The
arguments which the court of Rome has difdained,
may oneday beheard in the louder tone of the Aulftri.
an cannon, and a fevere account may be required of
the arrears and damages of two hundred years.

The abdication of Don Cwxfar is related by
IMuratori a loyal fervant, under the name of the
Tragedy of Ferrara: and in the melancholy tale
I have myfelf been affected by the fympathy which
we fo generoufly indulge, to the real or imaginary
diftrefles of the great. Yet, on a cooler furvey,
I am inclined to doubt whether the lait Duke of
Ferrara was the moft unfortunate of men. His life
and liberty were fafe: he was neither beheaded on
the public {caffold, nor dragged at the chariot.
wheels of the conqueror, nor caft.into a deep and
perpetual dungeon, By the foldiers and ftatefmen
of the age he was indeed defpifed for the feeble
defence and hafty defertion of his ancient feat. But
as contempt 1s feldom deferved where it is felt, it
is feldom felt where it is deferved Don Czfar was
unconfcious of the public reproach, and the orators
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of his reign referved their panegyric for the milder
virtues of difcretion and patience. He had loft the
moft precious jewel of his family: but an ealy
journey of two days conveyed his court {rom the
palace of Ferrara to that of Modena, where he lived,
in profperity and peace, above thirty years: by
the Tufcan Princels he became the father of fix {fons
and three daughters; and the reigning Duke is the
fourth in defcent, and the fixth in fuccellion, from
the eldeft of his fons. In this laft period of decline,

“the Houfe of Efte has {ill preferved the external
advantages of rank, riches, and power: and thefe
advantages were illuftrated by the antiquity of
their name and title. At the beginning of the
feventeenth century, an Emperor and fix Kings
were refpected as the Chiefs of the Chriftian
republic: but the Dukes of Modena maintained
an honorable place in the fecond clufs of the Princes
of Europe. Their pride was feldom mortified by
the prefence of a fuperior: as long as the ifles of
Sicily and Sardinia were attached to the Spanifh
monarchy, Italy was not dignified with a regal
title; a profane layman was not degraded by
kneeling to the Pope, or yielding the precedency
to his Cardinals; nor was the native pre-eminence
of hereditary rank difputed by the minifterial honors
of a doge or viceroy. After the lofs of Ferrara,
the fucceflfors of Alphonfo II. continued to reign
over the united duchies of Modena and Reggio;
and their territory, about thirty leagues in length,
about ten in breadth, was afterwards enlarged by
the Jardfhip of Corregio, and the duchy of Miran-
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dol. Their revevue is vaguely computed at one
hundred thoufand pounds fterbng, a fum inade-
quate to the extraordinary demands of war, but
which might fuppart with decent economy, the
expenfes of a court and government, Perhaps the
latcer tvere fometimes facrificed to the former.
When Addilon traverfed the principalities of Mode-
na and Parma. he was [candalized by the magni.
ficence of thale petty courts: he was amazed to
fee fuch a profufion of wealth laid outin coaches,
trappings, tables, cabinets, and the like precious
toys, in which there are few princes in Furope
who ‘equal them, while, at the fame tune, they
have not had the generality to muke bridges over
the rivers of their countries, for the convenience
of their fubje@s, as well as ftrangers. Yet the
annals of Modena defcribe many public works of
ule as well as ornament: the plenty of gold and
filver is expreffed in a fingle comage of Francis LL,
of ncar half a million ferling: but Iam ignorant’
whether the two hundred and thirty thoufand ducats,
and the two hundred thoufand Spanifh doubloons,
which were paid to the Emperor for the inveftitures
of Corregio and. Mirandola, fhould be placed to
the account of treafure or of debt. ln the narrow
fphere of their dominions, the Efte- princes were
abfolute; nor do I find any example of refiltance
to their reafon or paflion. The vanity of the human
heart is flattered by the degree, rather than by the
extent, of authority: and if the fovereign was con.
fciou- of his duties, the man might tremble at accept.
ing the trult of one hundred and fifty thoufand of
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his equals. His equals by nature, they were many
of them his fuperiors in merit: the natives of Modena
were diftmguifhed in the arts and [ciences; and
like the paltoral comedy, the mock. heroic poetry
of the Italians was invented by Taffont, a {ibject
of the Houfe of Efte. The ftate of fuch a prince
would perhaps be the moft defir:ble in human life,
if ic were accompanied with that domeftic fecurity
which a wealthy nobleman enjove under the pro-
te@ion of a great empire The long peace of lealy,
in the feventeenth century, was interrupted only
by fome fhort and bloodlefs hoftiliries: but in the
three great wars between the Aufirian and Bour-
bon powers, the Duke of Modena has been thrice
reduced to the alternative of flavery or exile. His
neutrality was violated, his dominious were occu-
pied by foreign troops, his fubjects were cpprefled
by military contributions, and the mifchievcus
expenfe of fortifications only ferved to expole his
cities to the calamities of a fiege.

1 have long delayed, and I fhould willingly
fupprels three difgraceful anecdotes, three cyjmi-
nal a&ions, which fully the honor of the name of
Efte: of thefe, the firt and the third are pioufly
dilfembled by the Librarian of Modena. 1. In
his defcent to the infernal regions, in the ninth
circle of hell, the poet Dante beheld the condem-
nation of fanguinary and rapacious men: they were
deeply immerfed in a river of blood, and their
efcape was prevented by the arrows of the cen-
taurs. Among the tyrants, he diftinguifbed the
ancient forms of Alexander and Dionyfius: of his
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own countrymen, he recognized the black Eccelin,
and the fair Obizo of Efte, the latter of whom
was difpatched by an unnatural fon to this place
of torment. This Obizo can be no other than the
fccond Marquis of that name, who died only {even
years before the real or imaginary date of the
Divine Comedy (A. D. 1300): his life does not
afford the chara&ter of a tyrant: but he was one
of the pillars of the Guelphsfaction; and were he
not affociated with a Ghibelline chief, we might
impute his fentence to the prejudices, rather than
the juftice, of the Tufcan bard. But the parricide
of his fon, a crime of a much deeper die, is attelR-
ed by the commentary of Benvenuto of Imola, who
obferves from an old chronicle, that Azo VIII.
was apprehenfive of the fame treatment which he
had inflicted on his father. It muft be added, that
this commentary on Dante, which was compofed
only fourfcore years after the event, 1s dedicated
to Nicholas 1I, Marquis of Efte and great.grand-
fon of Obizo II, who tacitly fubfcribes to the
guile of his anceftors. 2. Under the reign of Nicho-
las 111., Ferrara was polluted with a domeftic tragedy.

4. D. 1425. By the teftimony of a maid, and his own obfer«
‘vation, the Marquis of Efte difeovered the igcef-
tuous loves of his wife Parifina, and Hugo his
baftard fon, a beautiful and valiant youth. They
were beheaded in the caftle, by the fentence of a
father and hufband, who publifhed his fhame,
and furvived their execution. He was unfortunate,
if they were guilty if they were innocent, he
was {till more unfortunate nor 1s there any po&
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fible fituation in which I can fincerely approve the
lalt a& of the injuftice of a parent. 3. Guicciardini,
the graveft of the Italian hiftorians, records abloody
fcene, which, in his own. time, had fullied the
court of Ferrara the deed might revive the memory
of the Theban brothers; “and the motive was

fill more frivolous, if love,” fays he, “be a
more frivolous motive than ambition.” The

Cardinal Hippolito was enamoured of a fair maiden
of his own family but her heart was engaged by
his natural brother; and fhe imprudently confeffed
to a rival, that the bcauteous eyes of Don Julio
were his moft powerful attraction. The deliberate
cruelty of the Cardinal meafured the provocation
and the revenge: under a pretence of hunting,
he drew the unhappy youth to a diftance from
the city, and there compelling him to difmount,
his eyes, thofe hated eyes, were extinguithed by
‘the command, and in the prefence of an amorous
prielt, who viewed with delight the agonies of a
brother. It may however be fufpe@ed that the
work was flightly performed by the lefs favage
executioners, fince the (kill of his phyficians re.
fiored Don Julio to an imperfe@ fight. A denial
of juftice provoked him to the moft defperate
counfels and the revenge of Don Julio confpired
with the ambition of Don Ferdinand againft the
life of their fovereign and eldeft brother Alphonfo I.
Their defigns were prevented, their perfons feized,
their accomplices were executed but their fentence
of death was moderated to a perpetual prifon,
and in their fault the Duke of Ferrara acknowled-

A. D. 1505.
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ged his own. Thefe dark fhades in the annals of
the Houfe of Efte muft not be excufed by the
example of the Italian tyrants; whofe courts and
families were perpetually defiled with luft and blood,
with inceft and parricide; who mingled the cruelty
of favages with the refinements of a learned and
polite age. But it may be fairly obferved, that
fingle ads of virtue and of vice can feldom be
weighed againft each other: that it is far more eafy
to fall below, than to rife above, the common
level of morality that three or four guilty days
have been found in a period of two hundred years:
and, that In the general tenor of their lives, the
Marquiffes of lifte were juft, temperate, and humane;
the friends of each other, and the fathers of their

people.
In a more fuperQitious age, I fliould boldly

oppofe to the fins of twenty generations the monaftic
virtues of Alphonfo III., the fon and fucceflor of
Don Cefar. Yet even thefe virtues were produced
by the blind impulfe of repentance and fear. The
nature of Alphonfo was impetuous and haughty;
and a deep indignant regret for the lofs of Ferrara
was the firft fentiment of his childhood. As {oon
as he had releafed himfelf from the authority of
a governor whom he hated, and a father whom
he defpifed, the hereditary prince became the flave
of his paflions and the terror of Modena: his appe:
tite for blood was indulged in the chafe, and the
city and he foon confidered the life of a man and
of a ftag as of equal value. One of the molt con
fiderable private families in Italy (fuch is the dark

language
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language of Muratori) was provoked by fome
fecret motive to form a defign of aflaflinating Al.
phonfo, Their dagger was turned aide from his
breaft; their chiel was facrificed to bis juftice; he
threateoed to extirpate the whole race nor could
the interceflion of princes, or of the Pope himfelf,
avert the rage of perfecution and revenge. “The
only voice that could footh the paflions of the
favage was that of an amiable and virtuous wife,
the fole objé& of his love; the voice of Donna
Ifabella, the daughter of the Duke of Savoy, and
the grand-daughter of Phibp Hi. King of Spain. Her
dying words fuok deep nto his memory: his fierce A, b. 1626
fpiit melted nto tears, and after the lalt embrace, -uguft. 24.
Alphonfo retired into his chamber, to bewail his
irreparable lofs, and to meditate on the varity of
human life. But inftead of refolving to explate
his fins, and to feek his falvaticn in the public
felicity he was perfuaded that the habit and pro-
feflion of a Capuchin were the only armor that
could fhield him from hellfire. The two years
from the death of his wife to the deceafe of his
father; were dedicated to prayer and penance,
and no fooner had Alphonfo attained the rank of
a fovereign, than he afpired to defcend below the
condition of a man. With the approbation and
blefling of the Pope, who might poffibly {mile at
this voluntary facrifice s the Duke of Modena, after
a reign of fix months, refigned the {ceptre to Francis
his eldefl fon, ayouth of nineteen years of age, ard
fecretly departed to a Francifcan convent among the
mountains of Trent. By a fpecial privilege his

VoL. V. R
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noviciate and profeflion were confummated in the
fame day: the auftere and humble friar atoned for
the pride and luxury of the prince, and it was the
with of brother John Baptift of Modena to forget
the world and to be for ever forgotten. But
obediende was now his firft duty, and the noble
captive, for the honor of the order and of religion, was
exhibited to the Emperor, the Archdukes, and the
people of the Auftrian provinces, by whom he was
contemplated with curiofity and devotion. Three
years he wandered between Venice and Viennaasan
itinerant preacher, he had the pleafure in one of his
journies to be half drowned in ariver, and half flarved
on arock,and hevainly hoped to convert the heretics
of the North, or to receive from their hands ‘the
crown of martyrdom. During the laft twelve
years he was ftationed in the convent of Modena,
the humble flave of the fubjeés of his fon: the
city and country were edified by his miflions and
fermons; and as often as he appeared in the pulpit
the contraft of his dignity and drefs molt eloquently
preached the contempt of this world. The con-
verfion of the Jews, the reformation of manners,
the maintenance of the poor, afforded a daily exer-
cife to the zeal of the abdicated Duke: but that zeal
was always chargeable, often troublefome, and
fometimes ridiculous: his death was a relief to the
court and people; nor have the Princes of Efte
been ambitious of adorning their family with the
name and honors of a faint. The Capuchin might
behold, perhaps with pity, and perhaps with envy,
the temporal prelperity of his fon. In peace and
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war, in Italy and Spain, in the Auftrian and French
alliance, the Duke of Modena fupported the dignity
of his character: and Francis I. in a larger field,
would have ranked among the generals and ftatef-
men of an ative age. Ll

The name of Rinaldo, a name immortalized by
Taffo in epic fong, had been applied to the youngeft
fon of Duke Francis I. he might faintly remember
the laft days of his father, and the fhort govern»
ment of his brother Alphonfo IV.: but he was
no more than feven years of age when his infant
nephew Francis 1l. fucceeded to the ducal title.
In his early youth Rinaldo was propofed as a
candidate for the crown of Poland, a wild, and
had it not failed, a ruinous attempt: the example
of fo many of his kinfmen fuggefied a more ratio-
nal purfuit; and in the thirty fecoad year of his
age he was promoted to the dignity of Cardinal,
at the requeft of James II. King of Great Britain,
who had married his niece. The long reign and
fhort life of her brother Francis II. was a helplefs
ftate of minority and difeafe he died without
children, and had the right female fucceffion pre=
vailed, the unfortunate race of the Stewarts might
have found a fafe and honorable refuge in the inhe-
ritance of Modena, But as the order of inveftiture
preferred the more diftant males, Cardinal Rinaldo
afcended without a queftion the vacant throne of
his nephew. The refignation of his hat was accep-
ted by the Pope; but he might marry without a
difpenfation, a princefs of Brunfwick, his coufin
in the nineteenth degree; and this alliance was foon

R 2
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dignified by the nuptials of her fifter with Jofeph
King of the Romans, the fon and fucceffor of the,
Fmperor Leopold. The life of Rinaldo I. Duke
of Modena, was extended beyond the term of
eighty -three years: in the various fortunes of his
long reign he fupported a double exile with forti.
tude and patience; and in the intervals of peace
the country was reftored by a wife and paternal
government. His fon Francis 11I. was of a more
active {pirit. He fignalized his valor in the wars
of Hungary; followed the ftandard of the Houfe
of Bourbon; commanded, or feemed to command,
in feveral battles and fieges, and extorted the con.
feflion, that, had his advice been followed, the
events of the war would have been more fuccefsful.
His wife was a princefs of Orleans, the daughter
of the regent: fhe was noble, beautiful, and 1ich;
but in the true eftimate of honor the meanelt virzin
among his {ubjets would have been a more wo: thy
confort. Their {on Hercules1il., the reigning Duke,
acquired a valuable and convenient territory with
the heirels of Maffa Carrara. Their only daughter,
by the command of his inexorable father, was
delivered to the Archduke Ferdinand, the Emperors
brother the marriage has been fruitful in children
of both fexes, and the Duchies of Vlodena, Reggio,

and Mirandola, will foon be the patrimony of a
younger branch of the new family of Aufiria. In
the decline of life, Hercules 111. is the fole remaining
male of the Houfe of Efte, and the long current
of their blood muft fpeedily be loft in a foreign
ftrcam,
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CHAP. I. SECT. L
AAA Eoglith fubje may be prompted, by a jult

and liberal curiofity, to inveftigate the origin and
flory of the Houfe of Brunfwick, which, after an
alliance with the daughters of our kings, has been
called by the voice of a free people to the legal
inheritance of the Crown. From George the Firft
and his father, the firt Ele@or of Hanover, we
afcend, in a clear and regular feries, to the firft
Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburgh, who received
his inveftiture from Frederick the Second, about the
middle of the thirteenth century. If thefe ample
poffeflions had been the gift of the Emperor to
fome adventurous foldier, to fome faithful client,
we might be content with the antiquity and lufire
of a noble race, which bad been enrolled nearly
fix hundred years among the Princes of Germany.
But our ideas are raifed, and our profpe is opened,
by the difcovery, that the firft Duke of Brunfwick
was rather degraded than adorned by his new title,
fince it impofed the duties of feudal fervice on the

Ka
No-
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free and patrimonial eftate, which alone had been
faved in the fhipwreck of the more fplendid fortunes
of his Houfe. His ancefltors had been invefted with
the powerful Duchies of Bavaria and Saxony, which
extended far beyond their limits in modern geo-
graphy: from the Baltic Sea to the confines of Rome
they were obeyed, or réfpe@ed, or feared; and in
the quarrel of the Guelphs and Ghibellines, the for-
mer appellation was derived from the name of their
progenitors in the female line, But the genuine
mafculine defcent of the Princes of Brunfwick muft
be explored beyond the Alps: the venerable tree,
which has fince overfhadowed Germany and Britain,
was planted in the Italian foil. As far as our fight can
reach, we difcern the firlt founders of the race in the
Marquiffes of Efte, of Liguria, and perhaps of
Tufcany. In the eleventh century, the primitive
ftem was divided into two branches; the elder
migrated to the banks of the Danube and the Elbe;
the younger more humbly adhered to the neigh.
bourhood of the Adriatic: the Dukes of Brunfwick
and the Kings of Great Britain are the defcendaats
of the firlt; the Dukes of Ferraraand Modena were

the offspring of the fecond.
This fhort review may explain and juftify the

threefold divifion of thefe Memoirs, which appro.
priates a feparate book to —1. Trg ITALIAN De-
scent; II. Tue GermaN Reign; and lI. THE
BriTisH SuccessioN of the Houfe of Brunfwick.
The obfcure interval, from the firft Duke to the
firlt Elector, will be conne@ed on either fide with
she more fplendid fcenes of their ancient and modern
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hitory. The comparative date and dignity of their
pedigree will be fixed by a fair parallel with the
molt illuftrious families of Europe. Even the flowers
of fition, fo profufely fcattered over the cradle of
the Princes of Efte 'difclofe a remote and decreafing
light, which is finally loft in the darknefs of the
fabulous age. But it will be prudent, before we liften
to the rude or refined tales of invention, to erecta
firong and {ubftantial edifice of truth on the learn-
ned labors of Leibnitz and Muratori.

The geniys and ftudies of Leibnitz have ranked
his name with the firlt philofophic names of his age
and country; but his reputation, perhaps, would
be more pure and permanent, if he had not am-
bitioully grafped the whole circle of human fcience,
As a theologian, he fucceflively contended with
the fceptics, who believe too little, and with the
papilts, who believe too much, and with the he-
retics who believe otherwife than is inculcated
by the Lutheran confeflion of Augfburgh. Yet
the Philofopher betrayed his love of union and
toleration his faith in Revelation was accufed,
‘while he proved the Trinity by the principles of
logic; and in the defence of the attributes and
providence of the Deity, he was fulpe@ted of a
fecret correfpondence with his adverfary Bayle.
The metaphyfician expatiated in the fields of air:
his pre. eftablifhed harmony of the foul and body
might have provoked the jealoufy of Plato; and
his optimifm, the belt of all poffible worlds, feems
an idea too vaft for a mortal mind. He was a Phy-
fician, in the large and genuine fenfc of the word:

K3
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like his brethren. he amufed himfelf with creating
a globe; and his Protogea, or Primitive Earth,
has not been ufelefs to the laft hypothefis of Buffon,
wkich prefers the agency of fire to that of water.
1 am not worthy to praife the Mat/iematician; but
his name 1s mingled in all the problems and difco-
werics of the times; the mafters of the art were
his rivals or difciples; and if he borrowed from
Sir Ifaac Newton the fublime method of fluxions,
Leiboitz was at leaft the Prometheus who imparted
to mankind the facred fire which he hag ftolen from
the gods. His curiofity extended te every branch
of chemiftry, mechanics, and the arts; and the
thirlt of knowledge was always accompanied with
the fpirit of improvement. The vigor of his
youth had been exercifed in the fchools of juris-
prudence; and while he taught, he afpired to re.
form, the laws of nature and nations, of Rome
and Germany. The annals of Brunfwick, of the
empire, of the ancient and modern world, were
prefent to the mind of the Hiflorian; and he could
turn from the folution of a problem, to the dufty
parchments and barbarous ftyle of the records of
the middle age. His genius was more nobly directed
to inveftigate the origin of languages and nations;
nor could he affume the charadter of a Gramma-
rian, without forming the projet of an univerfal
idiom and alphabet. The various ftudies were
often interrupted by the occafional politics of the
times and his pen was always ready in the caufe
of the Princes and patrons to whofe fervice he was
attached: many hours were confumed in a learned
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correfpondence with all Europe: and the Philofo-
pher amufed his leifure in the compofition of French
and Latin poetry. Such an example may difplay the
extent and powers of the human underftanding,
but even Ais powers were diffipated by the mul-
tiplicity of his purluits. He attempted more than
he could finifh; he defigned more than he could
execute: hisimagination was too eafily fatisfied with
a bold and rapid glance on the fubje& which he
was impatient to leave and Leibnitz may be com.
pared to thole heroes, whofe empire bas been loft
in the ambition of univerfal conqueft.

When he was about thirty years of rge, (1676,)
the merit of ‘Leibnitz was difcovered and adopted
by the Dukes of Hanover, at whofz court he fpent
the laft forty years of his life, in free and honor-
able fervice. In this flation he foon became, the au.
thor, or atleaft the archite@ of a monument, which
they were ambitious of raifing tothe glory of their
name. With the view of preparing the moft au-’
thentic documents for the Hiftory of the Houle of
Brunfwick, he travelled over the provinces of Ger-
many and Italy, their ancient feats. In this leaned
pilgrimage, he confulted the living and the dead,
explored the libraries, the archives, the monafteries,
and even the tombs, and diligently collected or co.
pied the books, the manufcripts, and the charters
of every age. As the cunofity of the Hiftorian had
not been limited to the proper bounds of his fub.
1e&, the various treafures which he had imported
were publifhed in feveral volumes, with as much
fpeed and care as the multicude of his avocations

K 4
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would allow and it may be deemed either a praife
or a reproach, that the raw materials are often lefs
valuable than the obfervations and prefaces of the
editor bimfelf In the year 1095, the nuptials of
the Prince of Modena with a Princels of Hanover
engaged him to difpel the errors and fables of pre-
ceding genealogifts, and to reftore the true connec.
tion of the kindred branches, which were thus
united, after a leparation of more than fix bun-
dred years, This occalional pamphlet was defigned
as the prelude of the great Latin work which he
meditated on the Brunfwick Antiquities, With a
genius accuftomed to draw lines of communication
between the moft diftant {ciences, he traced, in
his introduction, the revolutions of the country and
its inhabitants; of the country, from the natural
remains of foflils and petrefactions; of the inhabit.
ants, from the national veftiges of language and
manners. The ftory of a province and of a family
fwelled, in his capacious mind, into the annals of
the weftern empire: the origins of the Guelphs of
Bavaria, and the Marquifes of Efte, would have
been interwoven in their proper place; and the
narrative would have been deduced from the reign
of Charlemagne (A. D. 769.) to the lat Emperor
of the Saxon line (1025). Butthe term of an ante-
diluvian life would have been fcarcely adequate to
the labors and proje@s of Leibnitz: the imperfect
manufcript of his Annals was buried in the Library
of Hanover, and the impreffion, though long fince
promifed, is fill refufed to the curiofity of the Pu.
blic. But the ideas and papers of that great man
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were freely communicated to his difciple and {ucceflor
Eccard, and the refearches more particularly be.
longing to the Houfe of Brunfwick have formed
the balis of the Origines Guelphice which were come
piled by the induftrious hitoriographer. The rafh-
nefs of Eccard, who changed his fervice and religion,
condemned his work, till envy and malevolence
bad fubfided, to a long oblivion; nor was it till
many years after his deceafe that the Origines Guel-
phice were printed in five volumes in folio, by the
care of the Ele@oral Librarians. The hands of the
feveral workmen are apparent; the bold and ori-
ginal fpirit of Leibnitz, the crude erudition and
hafty conjectures of Eccard, the ufeful annotations
of Gruber, and the critical difquifitions of Scheid,
the principal editor of this genealogical Hiftory.

In the conftru@ion of this domeftic monument,
the Elector of Hanover, ten years after the return
of Leibnitz, had difpatched a fecond miffionary
(1700) tofearch the archives of his Italian kinfmen.
Their archives were in the moft deplorable fate:
but the Princes of Efte were awakened by fhame
and vanity, and their fubje& Muratori was recalled
from Milan, to reform and govern the ducal Li.
brary of Modena, The name of Muratori will be
for ever connefed with the literature of his coun-
try above fixty years of his peaceful Jjfe were con.
fumed in the exercifes of ftudy and devotion; his
numerous writings on the fubje&s of hiftory, an-
tiquities, religion, morals, and criticifms are im.
prefled with fenfe and knowledge, with moderation

and candor: he moved in the narrow circle of an
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Italian prieft; but a defire of Freedom ®a ray of
philofophic light fometimes breaks through his own
prejudices and thofe of his readers. In the caule of
his Prince, he was permitted and even encouraged,
to explore the foundations, and to circumf{cribe the
limits, of the temporal power of the Bifhops of
Rome: and his victorious arguments in the difpute
for Commachio accultomed the flave to an ered
pofture and a bolder ftep. One of his antagonifts,
the learned Fontanini, had been provoked, in the
heat of controverfy, to caft fome refleCtions on the
family of Efte, as if they had been no more than
fimple citizens of Padua, who, in the thirteenth cen.
tury, were invefted by the Popes with the title and
office of Vlarquis of Anconia. Truth and honor re-
quired an anfwer to this invidious charge; and the
firmeft anfwer was a fimple and genuine expofition
of faé@s. The courts of Brunfwick and Modena were
joined in the fame family. intereft and their trufty
Librarians, Leibnitz and Muratori, correfponded
with the confidence of allies and the emulation of
rivals, But the fpeed of the German' was outltrip.
ped in the race by the perfeverance of the Italian:
if the conje@ures of Muratori were lefs {plendid,
his difcoveries were more fure; and he could exa-
mine, with the leifure of a native, the monu-
ments and records which his affociate had formerly
viewed with the hafte of a traveller. After a diligent
inquiry of three years, both at home and abroad,
he gave to the world the firft volume of the An-
tichita Eflenfi, a model of genealogical criticifm;
and in the fecond volume, which was delayed above
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twenty years, he continues the defcent and feries to
his own times. The more ftrenuous labors of his
life were devoted to the general and particular hiftory
of Italy. His Antiquities, both in the vulgar and
the Latin tongue, exhibit a curious picture of the
laws and manners of the middle age; and a corre&
text is juftified by a copious Appendix of authentic
documents. His Annals are a faithful abftra& of the
twenty-eight folio volumes of original hiftorians;
and whatfoever faults may be noticed in this great
collection, our cenfure is difarmed by the remark,
that it was undertaken and finifhed by a fingle man.
Muratori will not afpire to the fame of hiftorical
genius: his modelty may be content with the folid,
though humble praife of an impartial critic and inde-
fatigable compiler.

With fuch guides, with the materials which they
have provided, and with fome experience of the
way, I (hall boldly defcend into the darknefs of the
middle age; and while I affume the liberty of judge-
ment, I fhall not be unmindful of the duties of
gratitude,

An old charter of the reign of Charlemagne and
the beginning of the ninth century, has cafually pre-
ferved the memory of BoN1FACE the Bavarian; the
count or governor of Lucca, the father of the mar-
quiffes of Tufcany, and the firt probable anceftor of
the houfe of Efte and Brunfwick. His name and
country, his title and province, I fhall feparately
confider: and thefe confiderations will explain the
ftate of Italy in his time, and that of his immediate
defcendants.
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1. In the origin of human fpeech, a method muft

have been wanted, and fought, and found, of
difcriminatiog the feveral individuals of the fame
tribe, who were mingled in the daily offices, even
of favage life. In every language the invention of
proper and perfonal names mult be at leaft as ancient
as the ule of appellative words. The truth of this
remark is attefted by the ancient continent from India
to Spain, from the lakes of Canada to the hills of
Chili, the fame diftin¢tions were familiar to the
inhabitants of the New World; and our navigators
who have recently explored the iflands of the South-
Sea, add their teftimony to the general practice of
mankind. Asf{oon as anew born infant has enjoyed
fome days, and begins to promife fome years of life,
he is diftinguifhed as a focial being from his prefent
and future companions: the friends of the family
are convened to congratulate the parents and to
welcome the ftranger; and the feftival has been
ufually connected with fome religious ceremony
the facrifices of the Greeks, Romans, and barbarians;
the circumcifion of the Jews, and thé baptifm of the
Chriftians. The primitive choice of every word muft
have had a caufe and a meaning: each name was
derived from fome accident or allufion, or quality
of the mind or body; and the titles of the favage
chiefs announced their wifdom in council or their
valorin the field. Such in the book of nature and
antiquity are the heroes of Homer; and the happy
flexibility of the Greek tongue can exprefs in harmo-
nious founds all poflible combinations of ideas and

l

l fentiments. But in che lapfe of ages and idioms, the
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true fignification was loft or mifapplied: the qualitics
of a man were blindly transferred to a child, and
chance or cultom were the only motives that could
direct this arbitrary impofition. The Chriftians of
the Roman erppire were a mixture of Jews, of Greeks,
and of Latin provincials their profane names were
fan@ified by baptifm; thofe of the Bible were refpect-
able and familiar; and the cafual affinity with an
apoftle or martyr might encourage the pious youth
to imitate his virtues, But in the three centuries
which preceded the reign of Charlemagne, the
wefltern world was overwhelmed by a deluge of
German conquerors, After their converfion to Chrif-
tianity they long adhered, from pride or habit, to
the idiom of their fathers; and their Teutonic appel-
lations, with a fofter accent and a Latin termination,
were almoft exclufively ufed in the baptifm of princes
and nobles. Till the tenth or twelfth century, the
Old was abandoned to the Jews, and the New Tef-
tament tothe peopleand clergy. Adam and David,
Peter and Paul, Johnand James, George and Francis,
were neglected as unknown, or defpifed as plebeian;
and Boniface is the only name of ecclefialtical origin
which the chiefs of barbaric race condefcended to
affume. This honorable exception may be juftly
alcribed to the fame and merit of St. Boniface the
Firft, archbifhop of Mentz or Mayence, the miffion-
ary of Rome, the reformer of France, and the apofile
of Germany, who loft his life in preaching the
Gofpel to the Frifians. He was born in England,
and in his own baptifm he had been ftyled Winfrid
but with the epilcopal character the Saxonreceived
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the more Chriftiah appellation of Boniface, which
had been illuftrated’by a martyr and a pope. Of the
Heflians, Thuriogians, and Bavarians, whom he
reclaimed from idolatry many were ambitious even
ofanominal conformity with their patron: and from
his age and country, the count of Lucca might be
one of the fortunate infants who were baptized by
the apoftle of Bavana.

2. The Chriftian prielts who fubdued the con-
querors of the Welt, bad inculcated the duty of
damning their idolatrous anceftors, and perfecuting
their diffenung fubje@s. But the toleration which
they denied to religious prejudice, was frecly ex-
tended to the inftitutions of civil or barbaric life.
The Romans of Italy, the great body of the clergy
and people, were fill directed by the codes of
Theodolius and Juflinian. The laws of the Lom-
bards were promulgated for their own ufe; after the

fall of their kingdom, they til preferved their
national jurifprudence; and the victorious Franks
enjoyed the benefit without impofing the obligation
of the Salic and Ripuarian codes. Ihe three great
nations who fucceflively reigned in Italy, were every
where mingled, and every wherefeparate A fimilar
indulgence was granted to the fmaller colonies of
Goths, Alemanni, or Bavarians; and fo perfe&
was the practice of civil toleration, that every freeman,
according to his birth or choice, might embrace
the law by which he himfelf and bis family would be
tried. In the acts which have efcaped to our times,
count Boniface and his defcendants profes to live
according to the nation and law of the Bavarians
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but this profeffion rather defines the origin of his
blood, than the place of his nativity; and it is
poffible that fome generation of his anceftors might
have already felt the milder influence of climate and
religion. The name of the Bavarians firft rifes into
notice amidlt the dying agonies of the Weltern
Empire: but thetribe or troop of adventurers which
affumed that name, foon {welled to a powerful
kingdom, and covered the province of Noricum
from the Danube to the Alps. The vicinity of Italy
provoked theirdefires the alliance of the Lombards
encouraged their hopes: they joined the flandard
of the invader and on the confines of Modena and
Tufcany the memory of their ancient fettlement is
not totally extin&. If we compare, however, the
fmallnefs of the colony with the numbers of the
nation, it may féem more probable that Count
Boniface was born in Bavaria, perhaps of noble and
idolatrous parents and that his fervices were
rewarded by Charlemagne with the government of
an Italian province. The eye of the vigilant and
fagacious emperor pervaded the vaft extent of his
dominions; and the merit of every fubject, in what.
foever country or condition he had been caft, was
affigned to the tation moft beneficial for himfelf and
the State. While the kingdoms of the Wel obeyed
the fame fceptre, a native Frank might command
on the banks of the Tyber the frontiers of Brittany
were guarded by a loyal Lombard, and the Saxon
profelyte would fignalize his new zeal for Chritianity
againfl the Saracens of Spain. Charlemagne affected
to confider all his fubjects with the impartial love of
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a father: but he was not unwilling to tranfplant a
powerful chief into a foreign foil, and he cherifhed
a fecret preference of the men and the nations whofe
fole dependence was on the royal favar. The Franks
were jealous of the elevation of an equal; the Lom-
bards might not eafily forgive the triumph of a con.
queror; but the Alemanni and Bavarians, who bad
beenlong opprefled, weredevoted, by loyalty and
gratitude, tothe fervice of their benefactor.

3. I am ignorant of the parents of Boniface the
Bavarian; of his chara@er and a&inns I am likewife
ignorant. But his official title defcribes him asone
of the principal minifters and nobles of the kingdom
of ltaly. The Latin appellations of dukes and counts
were transferred with the latitude of foreign words
to the judges and leaders of the Barbarians: thefe
different titles were applied to the fame perfon or
ftation: they varied according to the fathion of the
age and country; and it was not till after the ninth
century that the dukes, affuminga clear pre-eminence
of dignity and power, ftood foremoft on the fteps
of the throne. In the vulgar and legal idiom, the
temporal peers (I anticipate the expreflion of more
recent times were dtyled princes, and in their fami.
lies the kings and emperors of the Weft might folicit
a wife, or beftow a daughter, without degrading
the majefty of their rank. lt wasat once their privilege
and their duty to attend the national council; nor
could any law acquire validity or cffe&t without the
coonfent and authority of thefe powerful nobles. In
their refpective diltri®ts of ample or narrow limits,
cach duke or count was invefted wich the plenitude

of
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of civil and military power, and this union of charac
ters mult be afcribed rd her to the imperfe@ion of
the atts than to the talents of the men They pres
fided in open courts of jultice, and determined all
criminal and civil caufes, with the advice of their
plebeian affeflors, their feabini, who were fomewhat
lefs illiterate than the judge himfelf. At the royal
fummons they reared their tandard, affembled their
freemen and vaflals and marched at their head on
every occafion of danger and honor. Such taxes as
could be levied orf a rude and independent people
were fh.red between the fupreme and fubordinate
chief, and there exilts an agreement by which a
Lombard duke was permitted to referve a moiety of
the revenue for his public and private ufe. The
prerogative of appointing and recalling thefe proving
cial mag ftrates was elteemed a fufficient pledge ot
their obedience; and the fervants of Charlemagne
might obey without relu@ance the firft of mankind,
But the miemoty of a favor was loft in the grant of an
office; and the grant of an office was infenfibly con
folidated into the right of a freehold poffeffion, The
counts and dukes were amenable to the circuits of the
miffi, orroyal inquifitors but they were more able
to maintain, than willing to fuffer, anact of injultice 3
and it was gradually admitted as a conftitational
maxim, that they could not be deprived of their
dignity without a charge, a trial, anda convi@ion
of felony, The founder of the Weftern Empire
might fometimes reward the fon by the gift or the
reverfion of his father’s province; a dangerous
reward, which was often extorted from the fears,

Vou. V. L
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rather than from the bounty of fucceeding princes,
They could not defpoil the legitimate heir of his
lands, his followers, and his popular name, and it
was deemed more prudent to fecure the public peace
by the indulgence of his private ambition.

4 The prevince intrufted to the vigilance of
Count Boniface is one of the moft fertile and fortu-
nate fpots of Italy. ltis bounded by the rivers Magra
and Arno, by the fea and the Appenine; and in the
old days of independence, this tra@ of country had
been the debatable land between the Ligurians and
Etrufcans, till it was finally annexed by Auguftus
to the region of Etruria. The harbour of Luni is
capable of fheltering the navies of Europe; the
circumjacent hills. of Carara have fupplied an inex-
bhauftible Rore of white maible for the nobleft works
of fculpture and archite@®ure, and Lucca itfelf is
fituate almoft on the banks of the Aufar or Serchio,
ariver which, flowing ten miles farther to the fouth,
is finally loft under the walls of Pila, in the waters
of the Arno. In the beft age of the commonwealth,
the fixth century of Rome, an allotment of fixty
thoufand acres was divided among two thoufand
citizens, who were foon affociated with the ancient
natives: but the colony of Lucca finally preferred
the title and privileges of a municipal town. After
fuffering fome injury from the barbaric ftorm, Lucca
appears to revive and flourifh under the Lombards,
as the feat of a royalmint, and the metropolis of the
whole province of Tufcany. The republic, lefs
extenfive, as it fhould feem, than the command of
Boniface, now contains one hundred and twenty
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thoufand inhabitants, who ate enriched by the
exportation of oil and filk. But their riches are the
fruits of induftry, and their induftry is guarded by
liberty and peace. 1 am inclined to believe, that
this {mall and happy community is more’ wealthy and
populous than was formerly the Tufcany of Charle-
magne; and even in its decay the ftate of Tufcany
fill poffefles more inhabitants and more treafure, than
could have been found in the diforderly and defolate
kingdom of the Lombards.

From the interpofition of Ildenrand count of
Lucca, it may be fufpected that at the time of his
father's: deceale Boniface’ the Second had not
acquired fufficient ftrength and maturity for the
vacant office: but thefe friends, orrivals, who had
excrcifed the government of Lucca, were {oon fuper-
feded by the eftablithment of the lawful heir; and
the youth approved himfelf worthy of his name and
honors. The example and impunity of treafon
could never tempt his loyalty and while the empire
of Lewis the Pious was relaxed by weaknefs or
agitated by difcord, Boniface afferted the glory of
the French and the ChriRian arms. He had been
intrufted with the defence of the maritime coaft and
the ifle of Corficaagainft the IMahometans of Africa,
and his right to ‘command the fervice of the neigh-
bouring counts may entitle him to the appellation of
Duke or Marquis of Tufcany, which was affumed
by his defcendants. With a {mall flect he failed from
Pifa, in fearch of the robbers of the fea; they had
vanifhed on his approach: he caft anchor on the
friendly‘fhores of Corfica, and after providing himfelf

2
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with expert pilots, he fteered his intrepid courfe for
Africa, and boldly landed on the coalt between
Carthage and Utica, The Aglabites, who reigned
in Africa as the nominal vicegerents of the caliphs,
were aftonifhed and provoked by the infolence of the
Chriftians, whofe valor had been hitherto confined
to a defenfive war. Their camp was immediately
furrounded by a formidable hoft of Arabsand Moors:
five times did they mount to the affault: they were
repu fed five times with {laughter and fhame. The
field was covered with the bodies of their flain; in
the hot purfuit fome adventurous Franks became the
vi&ims of their own rafhnefs but the more prodens
chicf was fatisfied with viGory he embarked the
troops, the captives, and the fpoil, and returning
in triumph to the port of Luni, or the mouth of the
Arno, leftan example of fuccefsful enterprife which
was long remembered by the Moflems of Afric, and
feldom imitated by the Chriftians of Italy. The birth,
chara&er, and adventures of the emprefs Judith,
will be introduced with more propriety in the ftory
of the Guelphs, and I fhall only obferve, that after
his abje& fall and fortunate reftoration, Lewis the
Pious might {till tremble for the fafety of a beloved
wife. She was confined in a monaftery of Tortona,
in the power of a rebellious fon; and if the ambition
of Lothaire was difappointed, the blood of a ftep-
mother might be a grateful offering to his revenge.
Boniface, with fome loyal fubjects, perceived her
danger, and flew to her relief. By their celerity
and courage Judith was refcued from prifon, and
they guarded her paffage over the Alps till fhe met
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the embraces of an impatient hufband. This gallant
act, which deferved the gratitude of the emperor,
expofed the Count of Lucca to the difpleafure of
Lothaire, who was till mafter of the kingdom of
Italy, and who denied the inveftiture of their fiefs
to all the accomplices of the efcape of Judith. Boni-
face retired to France, where his exile was alleviated
by the moft honorable employments. In the civil
wars, after the death of Lewis, he might fecure his
pardon without forfeiting his allegiance; and there
is reafon to believe, that he ended his days in the
government of Tufcany. The {word of chivalry
was confecrated to the fervice of religion and the
fair; and the African victor, the decliverer of the
emprefs had fulfilled the duties of a perfe@ knight.

His fon and fucceffor, Adalbert the Firft, has a
more unqueftionable right to the appellation of Duke
and Marquis of Tufcany. The titie of Marquis, or
rather Margfave, was introduced into Italy by the
French emperors; the Teutonic etymology of the
word implies the count or governor of a march
of a frontier province: his ftation gave him at leat a
military command over feveral of his equals and in
the divifion of monarchy the number and importance
of thefe hoftile limits was continually multiplied Yet
the life of Adalbert is much lefs pure and illuftrious
than that of his father either a hiftorian was wanted
to his actions, or his actions afforded no materials for
hiftory and it is only by the glimmering of old
charters, that, during thirty years, his -exiftence is
vifible. The decay of genius and power in each im.
perial generation, had confirmed the independence

Ls
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of the hereditary governors; till the failure of the eldeft
branch, in the perfon of Lewis the Second, concluded
a century of domeflic peace, and opened an endlefs
feries of revolutions, The ele@ion of the kings of
Italy was decided by the voices and by the {words
of the facious nobles they chofe the objec, the
meafure, and the term of allegiance; and the name of
the candidate whom they fupported, was a fufficient
apology for every a& of violence and rapine. A pope
of an active and ambitious fpirit, John VIL, moft
bitterly complains of the two marquiffes, or tyrants,
of Lambert of Spoleto, and of Adalbert of Tufcany,
who were brothers in alliance, in arms, and in facri-
lege They folicited the aid of the mifcreant Saracens,
invaded the ecclefiaftical State, entered the city,
profaned the churches, extorted an oath of fidelity
from the Romans, and dared to imprifon the fuc-
ceflor of St. Peter. After the departure of thefe
public robbers, as they are ftyled, without much
injullice, by the pontiff, he affected to difplay their
guilt and his own danger: the facred relicks wefe
tranfported from the Vatican to the Lateran palace:
the altar was clothed in fackcloth, and the doors
of the temple were inhofpitably fhut againft the
devotion of the pilgrims. By the apprehenfion of a
fecond infult Jobn VIIL was driven from the apofto-
lical feat he fled by fea to the ufual afyJum of Frances
offered the two worlds to whofoever would avenge
his quarrel, and in the Synods of Troyes proclaimed
the vices and pronounced the excommunication of
the two marquifles of Spoleto and Tufcany, the
enemics of God and Man. Some political events gave
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a new turn to hisintereft and language the mofi glo-
rious Adalbert and his wife (fo lately a robber and an
adulterefs) are recommendedin his epiftles to the love
and protection of the friends of the church. From
fuch inve@ive and fuch praife it might be inferred that
calumny is a venial fin, or that every finis obliterated
by a reconciliation with the Pepe. A cafuift Iefs in.
dulgent, 1 fhall not fo eafily abfolve the facrilegious
Marquis of Tufcany he lived in anage of the darkeft
fuperltition and his affault on the Vatican is truly
crimimal, {ince it was condemned by the prejudices
of his own confcience.

In the dignity of Duke and Marquis of Tufcany
he was fucceeded by his fon, the fecond Adalbert,
who has been only diftinguithed from the firlt by the
nice microfcope of chronological criticifm. Such and
fo great was the pre-eminence of his wealth and
power, that he alone among the princes of Italy was
diftinguifhed by the epithet of the ric/t; an epithet of
ambiguous praife fince it expreffes the liberality of
fortune rather than of nature. He married Berta, the
daughter of Lothaire king of Auftrafia or Lorraine,
who was the great grandfon of Charlemagne ;-a
diftin&ion rather honorable than fingular; fince many
of the princes of the age were defcended by the fema.
les from the Imperial ftem. His independence was
built on the ruins of the empire of Charlemagne: the
failure of lawful heirs enlarged the fcene of conten.
tion: the fceptre was alternately won and loft in a
field of battle, and the Itahans, from a maxim of
policy, entertained the competition of two kings The
dukes of Friuliand Spoleto long difputed the crown

Ta 4
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and while Berengarius reigned at Verona, his rivals
Guido and Lambert were feated on the throne of
Pavia. Thele princes, the father and fon, were the
uncle and coufin of Adalbert; but he fupported or
d«ferted their Randard with licentious peindy, and
one of his attempts did not much redound to the
honor or advantage of the Marquis of Tufcany. He
marched to furprife Lambert; who hunted without
fufpicion in a foreft near Placentia: but he forgot
that difcipline and fobriety are moft effential to fecret
coterprife. The tents of the Tufcans, who deemed
themfelvesfecure of their royal game, refounded with
drunken and lafcivious fongs; their intemperance
fubfided in fleep; and atthe dead of night they were
furprifed by the vigilant Lambert, atthe head of no
more than one hundred horfe. The Marquis, who
could neither fight nor fly, was dragged from his
fhelter among the mules and affes of the baggage, and
his (hame was embittered by the rude pleafantry of

the conqueror. Thy wife Berta,” faid he, had
promifed that thou (houldeft be eithera king or
anafs. A king thou artnot. butthy fecondtitle I

s fhall not difpute; and wifely hat thou chofen a
place of refuge among the animals of a fimilar
fpecies.” The death of Lambert reftored the cap.

tive ta liberty and dominion; but the character of
Adalbert was Rill the fame, and the tate of Italy long
fluctuated with the viciffitudes of his interelt or pafs
fions Berengarius, who was opprefled by his fervice,
fometimes accufed and fometimes imitated the ex,
ample of his ingratitude. A new pretender, Lewis
king of Arles, was defeated and difmiffed and recalled,
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and again eflablithed and again dethroned as he
was the friend or enemy of the Marquis of Tufcany.
In a moment of feeming concord, the new fovereign
vifited Lucca, where he was entertained with the
oftentation of expenfe which vanity will often extort
jrom avarice and hatred. As Lewis admired the
numerous and well-drefled ranks of the Tufcao fol
drers, the attendance of the palace, and the luxury
of the banquet, he foftly whifpered, “I his Marquis

js indeed aking, and itis only in a vain title that
am fuperior to my vaffal By the diligence of Hat-

tery or malice this whifper was reechoed: the pride
of Berta was offended, her fears were alarmed; (he
alienated her hufband’s mind he confpired with the
difaffe¢ted nobles; and a halty, perhap<a barmlefs
faying deprived the unfortunate king of Arles of the
crown of Italy and his eyes. Adalbert the Second
died at Lucca, in a mature age, and his real or imagi-
nary virtues are in{cribed on. his tomb. We are {c.lis
cited to believe, that he was formidable to his enemies,
liberal to his foldiers, jultto his fubjeds, and charit~
able to the poor; that his memory was embalmed in
the tears of a grateful people; and that the public
happinels was buried in his grave. An epitaphis a
feeble evidence of meric yetan epitaph on the dead
may prove fomewhat more than a panegyricon the
living.

Adalbert the Second left behind him three children,
two fons, ‘Guido and Lambert. the eldeft of whom
wasacknowledged as Duke and Marquis of Tufcany,
and one daughter, Hermenegarda, who married and
furvived a prince of equal rank on the confines of
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Piedmont. The pride and power of Berta were not
impaired by her hufband’s death; and to her paffions
I ould impute an unequal contelt with the emperor
and king of Italy who by fraud or force imprifoned
the mother and her fon in the fortrefs of Mantua. But
her faithful clients refufed to furrender the cities and
caftles committed to theirtruft: a treaty was nego-
ciated; the captives were releafed; their poffeflions
were reftored; and mult applaud the moderation,
perhaps the courage, of Guido, who fincerely {ube
mitted to forgive and to be forgiven. Qf the death
of the emperor Berengarius, who was ftabbed in his
palace by a private villain, Guido was neither the
author nor accomplice but in the fubfequent ele@ion
his voice had a free and decifive weight; and the
laudable motives of filial or fraternal tendernefs might
prompt him to gratify his mother, by fupporting the
claim of Hugh, or Hugo. count of Provence, her fon
by a former hufband, The Marquis commanded the
fea ports of Tufcany his fifter, an a@ive and popular
widow, could thut or ‘'openthe pafles of the Alps. A
royal pretender, Rodulph of Burgundy, was chafed
beyond the mountains: by the unanimous choice of
the nobles, Hugh was invited and proclaimed he
landed at Pifa; and the fons of Adalbert were proud
to falute their brather as king of Italy. But this event
which feemed to confolidate the fortunes, was the im.
mediate caule of the downfal of their houfe. The new
monarch infenfibly betrayed afaithlefs and ungrateful
chara&er: his vices were fcandalous, his talents mean;
and if his ambition was fometimes checked by fear,
it was never refrained by humanity or juftice. The
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death of Berta diffolved the union between the chil-
dren of her firft and her fecond nuptials. The mild and
moderate Guido expired in the prime of life. The Du.
chy of Tufcany was occupied by Lambert butina
hafty and indecent marriage with Marozia, his bro.
ther’s widow, the king of Italy trampled on the preju-
dices of mankind. Hugh was already confcious of the
public hatred and contempt: he might jultly dread
the courage, the ambition, the popularity of the
Marquis; and his avarice was ftimulated by the hopes
of a rich forfeiture. Regardlefs of a mother’s fame, he
invented, or encouraged the report, that the obftinate
barrennefs of the wife of Adalbert had tempted that
impious woman to procure and fubftitute two male
infants, whom fhe educated as her own: and the
arbitrary fentence of the king, who difclaimed Lam-
bert as abrother, muft have denied his right to the
fucceflion of Tufcany. Had this caufe been argued
before a tribunal of law and reafon, the advocate for
the Marquis would have pleaded the long and tran-
quil poffeflion of his name and fate, and have de.
precated the injuftice of a charge, which was not ad-
vanced till after the deceafe of both his parents, The
orator would have painted in the moft lively colors,
the abfurdity of the fuppofition, the difficulty of fafci-
nating the eyes and filencing the tongues of a jealous
court, and the ftrong improbability that the Duchefs
of Tufcany fhould have twice'rifqued the danger and
fhameof a difcovery. He would have authenticated
the circumftances of her pregnancy and delivery; and
after eltablifhing his defence onargument and fa&, he
might havetried toawaken the tender and indignant
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feelings of the audience; Inftead of fuch a tedious pro.
cefs, the intrepid Lambert caft down his gauntlet, and
challenged to (ingle combat the fulfe accufer of hisown
and his mother’s fame. The challenge was accepted
a champion arofe; the lifts were opened and fuch
was the goodnefs of his caufe, or the vigor of his arm,
that the Marquis obtained an eafy victory in the
judgment of God. Even this judgment was not
refpected by the tyrant. loftead of embracing his
genuine brother, he loaded the conqueror with
trons, confifcated his dominions, and deprived him
of his eyes; while the nobles of 1taly, who fo often
refifted the execution of the laws, mot bafely acquief-
ced in this a& of cruelty and injuftice. The unhap-
py prince furvived his misfortune many years, but he
was already dead to his enemies and the world. In
a civilized fociety, the mind is more powerful than
the body, and the influence of firength or dexterity is
far lefs extenfive than that of eloquence and wifdom.
But among a people of barbarians, the blind warrior,
who is no longer capable of managing a horfe, or of
wielding a lance, mult be excluded from all the
honors and offices of public life.

Such were the five defcents in the Bavarian line of
the Counts of Lucea and Marquiffes or Dukes of
Tufcany. The fourth generation of the pofterity of
Boniface coincides with the age of the Marquis Adal
bert, who may be ftyled the third of that name,
if we can fafely rivet this intermediate link of the
genealogical chain. After a long- hefitation and
various trials, the a&ive curiofity of Leibnitz fubfid-
ed, in the opinion that Adalbert the Third, the
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unqueftionable father of the Houfe of Efte and Brunf-
wick, was the fon of the Marquis Guido, and the
grandfon of Adalbert the Second and that his right
of fucceflion to the Duchy of Tufcany, which had
been fuperfeded by his tender years, was finally loft
in the calamity of his uncle. Ina mind confcious of its
powers, and indulgent to its productions, this idea
ftruck a deep and permanent root. As a hiltorian,
Leibnitz was acquainted with the ftubborn charac-
of facts as a critic, he was accultomed to balance
the weight of teftimony: as a mathematician, be
would not proltitute the name of demonftration: but
he affirmed that his opinion was probuble in the
higheft fenfe; and the philofopher could not patiently
tolerate afceptic. Thefe hiftorical inquiries he coms
pared to the labor of an altronomer, who frames a
hypothefis, fuch as can explain all the known phxno-
mena of the heavens, and then exalts his bypothefis
into truth, by expofing the drrors of every other
poflible fuppofition. From the Library of Hanover,
the difcovery was tranfmitted to that of Modena,
withan earneft defire of literary, or at lealt of political
union; and the pedigree of Adalbert the Third was
ratified by the confent of Leibnitz and Muratori.
Yet in this dark and doubtful ftep of genealogy, im.
partial criticifim may be allowed to paufe, and even
the filence of a contemporary writer may incline the
fcale againft many loofe and floating atoms of modern
conjecture. The firft years of the tenth century are
illuftrared by the labor and eloquence of Lintprand,
bithop of Cremona, who expofes, witha free and
often fatisical pen, the characters and vices of the
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times, He relates the death of Guido,and thefucceflion
of Lambert, without infinuating that the former left
any children, or that the latter was appointed guar.
dian of their minotity. He deplores the fate of Lam.
bert, without informing the reader of the efcape of
his nephew; by what refources of flight or defence,
of prayer or negociation, he efcaped the cruelty of the
tyrant, and lived to propagate the glories of his race:
The Marquis Otbert, the undoubted fon of Adal-
bert the Thitd is honorably mentioned and it
might be reafonably expected, that fome hint fhould
have been given of his lineal defcent from the Tufcant
princes, whofe names and actions had been already
celebrated in the hiftory of Liutprand. Nor can the
order of time, that infallible touchftone of truth; be
eafily reconciled with the bypothefis of Leibnitz:
Guido, Marquis of Tufcany, was the third hufband
of the infatiate Marozia: her fecond was killed in
the year nine hundred and twenty.five; and ten or
twelve months muft be granted for the fhorteft
widowhood, the term of pregnancy, and the birth of
her fon Adalbert, No more than thirty-fix years after
his birth, /is fon, the Marquis Otbert, appears in the
world as a ftatefman and a patriot. Such a precipitate
fucceflion, which crowds two geherations into one,

*1s repugnant to the whole experience of ages: a fact
{fo ftrange and improbable could only be forced on
our belief by the abfolut¢ power of pofitive and
authentic evidence.

In this inquiry, I fhould difdain to be influenced by
any partial regard for the intereft or honor of the
Houfe of Brunfwick: but I can refign, withouta

s_



HOUSE OF BRUNSWICK. 159
figh, the hypothefis of Leibnitz, which might feem to
exhibit the nominal rather than the natural anceftors
of the fon of Guido. This doubtful expreffion is not
founded on the abfurd and malicious fable, that the
two laft Marquiffes of Tufcany were {tolen, in their
infancy, from an obfcure, and perhaps a plebeian
origin: Berta was their genuine mother; and their
pedigree would not be tainted with [ufpicion ifthe
right of the father could beafcertained with the fame
clearnefs and certainty, But in thele barbarous times,
the valor of the men appears to have been maintained
with more highand jealous care than the chaftity of the
women; and fuch was the peculiar infelicity of the
Marquis Guido, that his wife, his mother, and ‘his
two grandmothers, arcall accufed, in theirrefpective
generations, of a flight, or fcandalous deviation from

the line of virtue. In the Pontifical Epifiles, the wife
of Adalbert L is branded with the opprobrions name
of Adulterefs; and without infifting on the Pope's
infallibility, it may be fairly urged, that as the charac.
ter of a public robber was applied to the facrilegious
enemy of Rome, the vices of Rotilda mult have af-
forded fome ground or color for private reproach.
The mother of Berta, the famous Valdrada, long
fluctuated between the flare of a wite and the thame of
a concubine. She might beinnocent in the judgment
of confcience and reafon; but her pretended marriage
with Lothaire, king of Lorraine, was repeatedly an.
nulled by the featence of the Roman Pogtiff. By an
obftinate refiftance, her fame might have been pre-
ferved: afalle and fruiclefs penitence could only ag-
gravate her fin; and (he became alike guilty in the



id

160 ANTIQUITIES OF THE
eyes of the Church and of the Public, when fhe con.
tinued ro dwell in the embraces of her lover, aftera
lawful Queen had been reftored to the honors of his
throne and bed. “1 he pleafures of Berta were fubfer.
vient to her ambition; and Adalbert the Second ap.
pears to have been endowed with the patient virtues
ofa hufband, By tbe liberal freedom with which
fhe imparted to the nobles of Tufcany every gift in
her power tobeltow, the Duchefs fecured their grate-
ful attachment in the hour of danger; and at the
age of threefcore, (he might be juftly vain that her
favors were precious, her lovers fond. her friends
and clients Rill mindful of their paft obligations. As
the infidelity of Hermenegarda could fully only the
blood of another family, it is almoft needlefs to men.
tion that the daughter of Berta moft faithfully copied
the example of her mother Butthe fatirical eloquence
of Liutprand is unable to paint the vices of Marozia,
wife of the Marquis Guido: From her carly

youth,” exclaims the Bithop,) fhe had been in-
flamed by all the fires of Venus; and again and
again did fhe exact from her lovers the payment of
their debts.” Her family was powerful at Rome: by

the corruption of Marozia, of her mother, and ofher
fifter, the Church and State were polluied and opprefs
fed: their favorites, and their children. were fucce {li
vely promoted to the throne of St Peter; and in the
fpiritual Babylon, the city of the Seven Hills, a more
inquifitive age would have dete@ed the fcarlet whore

ofthe Revelations. The fon of Marozia. the grandfon
of Berta and the great- grandfon of Rotilda, might
be perplexed in the difcovery or the choice of his

true progenitors. The
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The hypothefis, that Adalbert III. was the fon of

the Marquis Guido, will not endure the teft of a cri-
tical inquiry butlam difpofed to embrace the gene.
ral opinion of Leibnitz and Muratori, and to believe
with them, that the families of Etc and Brunfwick
are defcended from ayounger branch of the Houfe of
Tufcany. A charter commemorates the name of
Boniface, fon of Adalbert I. and brother of Adal-
bert IL: his exiftence is certain; his marriage pro-
bable; and, according to the cultom of nations, the
refpe@able name of a grandfather and uacle would be
naturally repeated in the perfon of his fon. In thelaft
years of the ninth century, we may fix the birth of
Adalbert III. who will ftand, in the corre[ponding
degree, asthe firlt conlin to the Marquis Guido: the
order of nature will be reftored, and in the fucceeding
generation a fufficient fpace will be left for the
growth and maturity of Otbert I. By this carly {cpara-
tion from the original ftem, we avoid the more {can.
dalous vices of Berta and Marozia. The filence of
Liutprand will no longer furprife or embarrafs the
critic: Boniface and his fon Adalbert the Third were
neither the fovereigns nor the heirs of Tufcany their
private fortunes were lefs fplendid, and more fecure,
than thofe of the Marquiffes, their elder kinfmen;
and their names, not confpicuous, perhaps, by crimes
or virtues, might efcape the memory or the pen of
the general hiftorian. As the obje@ions diminifly, the
prefumptive proofs of a connexion between the
Houfes of Tufcany and Efte leave a deeper impreflion
on the mind, The repetition of the name of Adalbert
has already been noticed as a family-feature. In the

VoL. V. M
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kingdom, the name of Adalbert was lefs rare,
however, than the title of Marquis, of fuch recent
ufe and fuch local application, but which was uni-
formly ufed, from the tenth to the fifteenth century,
as their hereditary and proper Ryle, by the Princes
of Efte. The military governors, who commanded
on the Alpine or Greek limits, do not {uggeft any
traces of conformity; and our ignorance of the pro-
vince which was ruled by Adalbert Ii], and his in
mediate defcendants, will be tempted to believe, that

the vague appellation of Marquis, which was com-
mon to all, might be cherifhed by their vanity, as a
perpetual attribute and memorial of the long-loft do-
minion of Tufcany. But the circursftance of the clea-
reft and moft fubflantial prefumption arifes from the
rent-roll of their ancient eftates, which were fpread
over the heart of Tufcany, the counties of Lucca and
Luna, and even the fle of Corfica, a remote depend.
ance of the government of Boniface II. Tradition has
preferved the name and limits of the Terra Obertenga,
{o often cited in old charters as the lands of the Mar
quis Otbertl.; and if he received them from hit father,
it will not be difficult to fuppofe that they were
originally granted to Boniface 11L, as the portiontor
patrimony of a younger brother. The perfe@ and
caly coalition of the Marquiiles of Tufcany and Efte
isrefifted only by a fingle obftacle; and the refiftance
is lefs infuperablethan it may appear at the fir(t glance:
the former adhered to the law and nation of the Ba-
varians, whilft the nation and law of the Lombards
was profefled by the latter. But we muft not forget,
that in the barbaric jurifprudence of Europe, a na-
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r—1 oar Hiftory is a liberal and ufeful ftudy, and
that the Hiftory of our own country is beft de-
ferving of our attention, are propofitions too clear
for argument, and too {imple for illuftration Nature
has implanted in our brealts a lively impulfe to extend
the narrow {pan of our exiftence, by the knowledge
of the events that have happened on the foil which
we inhabit, of the characters and ations of thofe
men from whom our defcent, as individuals or asa
people, is probably derived. The fame laudable
emulation will prompt us to review, and to enrich
our common treafure of national glory: and thofe
who are the belt entitled to the efteem of pofterity,
are the moft inclined to celebrate the merits of their
anceftors. The origin and changes of our religion
and government, of our arts and manners, afford
an entertaining, and often an inftructive fubje@ of
{peculation; and the fcene is repeated and varied
by the entrance of the viorious ftrangers, the
Roman, and the Saxon, the Dane and the Norman,
who have fucceflively reigned in our ftormy Ifie.
We contemplate the gradual progres of fociety,
from the loweft ebb of primitive barbarifm, to the
full tide of modern civilization. We contralt the
naked Briton who might have miftaken the {phere
of Archimedes for a rational creature’, and the
coutemporary of Newton, in whofe fchool Archi.
medes himfelf would have been a humble difciple.

R3
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And we compare the boatsof ofier and hides that
floated along our coafts, with the formidable navies
which vifit and command the remotelt fhores of
the ocean. Without indulging the fond prejudices
of patiiotic vanity, we may affume a confpicuous
place among the inhabitants of the earth. The Eng-
lith will be ranked among the few nations who have
cultivated with equal fuccefs the arts of war, of learn-
ing, and of commerce: and Britain perhaps is the
only powerful and wealthy {tate which has ever pof-
feffed the ineftimable fecret of uniting the benefits
of order with the bleflings of freedom. It isa maxim
of our law, and the conltant practice of our courts
of jufltice, never to accept any evidence, unlefs it
is the very beft which, under the circumftances of
the cafe, can poffibly be obtained. 1f this wife prin.
ciple be transferred from jurifprudence to criticifm,
the inquifitive reader of Englith Hiftory will foon
afcend to the firlt witnefles of every period, from
whole teflimonies the moderns, however fagacious
and eloquent, mult derive their whole confidence
and credit. In the profecution of his inquiries, he
will lament that the tranfactions of the Middle Ages
have been imperfeétly recorded, and that thefe re-
cords have been more imperfectly preferved: that
the fuacceflive conquerors of Britain have defpifed
or deftroyed the monuments of their predeceflors;
and that by their violence or-negle fo much of
our national antiquities has irretrievably perifhed.
For the loffes of hiftory are indeed irretrievable
when the productions of fancy or fcience have been
fwept away, new poets may invent, and new phi.
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lofophers may reafon; but if the infcription of a
fingle fa& be once obliterated, it can never be refs
tored by the united efforts of genius and induftry.
The confideration of our paft loffes hould incite the
prefent age to cherifh and perpetuate the valuable
relics which have clcaped, inftead of condemning
the MONKISH HISTORIAN (as they are contemptu-
oufly ftyled) filently to moulder in the duft of our
libraries our candor, and even our jultice, fhould
learn to eftimate their valve, and to excufe their im-
perfections. Their minds were infected with the paf-
fions and errors of their times, but thofe times would
have been involved in darknels, had not the art of
writing, and the memory of events, been preferved
in the peace and folitude of the cloifter. Their Latin
ftyle is far removed from the eloquence and purity
of Salluft and Livy; butthe ufe of a permanentand
general idiom has opened the ftudy, and conneéted
the feries of our ancient chronicles, from theage
of Bede to that of Walfingham. In the eyes of a phi-
lofophic obferver, thefe monkifh hiftorians are even
endowed with a fingular, though accidental merit;
the unconfcious fimplicity with which they repre-
fent the manners and opinions of their contempo-
raries: a natural picture, which the moft exquifite
art is unable to imitate.

Books, before the invention of printing, were
feparately, and {lowly copied by the pen; and the
tranfcripts of our old hiftorians muft have been rare;
fince the number would be proportioned to the num-~
ber of readers capable of underftanding a Latin work,
and curious of the hiftory and antiquities of England,

R 4
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The grofs mal: of the laity, ftom the baron to the
mechanic, were more addicted to the exercifes of
the body than to thole of the mind: the middle
ranks of focicty were illiterate and poor, and the
nobles and gentlemen, as often as they breathed from
war, maintained their firength and activity in the
chafe or the tournament. Few among them could
read, full fewer could write; none were acquainted
with the Latin tongue; and if they fometimes lif-
tened to a tale of paft times, their puerile love of
the marvellous would prefer the romance of Sir
Tritramy to the authentic narratives moft honor-
able to their country and their anceltors. Till
the period of the reformation, the ignorance and
fenfuality of the clergy were continually increaling:
the ambitious prelate afpired to pomp and power;
the jolly monk was fatisfied with idlenefs and plea
fure; and the few f{tudents of the ecclefiaftical
order, perplexed rather than enlightened their
underftandings with occult fcience and fcholaftic
divinity. In the monaftery jn which a chronicle
had been compofed, the original was depofited,
and perhaps a copy; and fome neighbouring
churches might be induced, by a local or pro.
feflional interelt, to feek the communication of thefe
hiltorical memorials. Such manufcripts were not
liable to fuffer from the injury of ufe; but the
caflualty ofa.fire, or the flow progrefs of damp
and worms, would often endanger their limited
and precarious exiftence. The fan&uaries of
religion were fometimes profaned by ariftocratic op-
preflion, popular tumplt, or military licence; and
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"although the cellar was more expefed than the li-

brary, the envy of ignorance will riot in the fpoil
of thofe treafures which it cannot enjoy.

After the difcovery of printing, which has beftow-
ed immortality on the works of man, it might be
prefumed that the new art would be apphed with-
out delay, to fave and to multiply the remains of
our national chronicles. It might be expected that
the Englilh, now waking from a long flumber, (hould
blufh at finding themfelves firangers in their native
country and that our princes, after the example
of Charlemagne and Maximilian I. would eftecm
it their duty and glory to illuftrate the hiftory of
the people over whom they reigned. But thefe ra.
tional hopes have not been jultified by the event.
It was in the year 1474 that our firft prefs was ef-
tablilhed in Weltminfter Abbey, by William Caxton:
but in the choice of his authors, that liberal and
induftrious artift was reduced to comply with the
vicious tafte of his readers; to gratify the nobles
with treatifes on heraldry hawking, and the game
of chefs, and toamufe the popular credulity with
romances of fabulous knights, and legends of more
fabulous faints. The father of printing expreffes a
laudable defire to elucidate the hiltory of his coun.
try but inftead of publifhing the Latin chronicle
of Radulphus Higden, he could only venture on
the Englifh verfion by Jobn de Trevifa; and his
complaint of the difficulty of finding materials for
his own continuation of that work fufficiently at-
tefts that even the writers, which we now poflefs
of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, had not
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yet emerged from the darknefs of the cloifter. His
fucceflors, wich lefs (kill and ability, were content
to tread in the foot-leps of Caxton almoft a century
elapfed without producing one original edition of any
old Englifh hiftorian and the only exception which
I recolle is the publication of Gildas (London 1526)
by Polydore Virgil, aningenious- foreigner. The
prefles of Italy, Germany, and even France, might
plead in their defence, that the minds of their fcho-
lars, and the hands of their workmen, were abun-
dantly exercifed in unlocking the treafures of Greek
and Roman antiquity but the world is not indebt-
ed to England for one firfl edition of a claffic author.
This delay of a century is the more to be lamented,
as it is too probable that many authentic and valu.
able monuments of our hiftory were loft in the dif-
folution of religious houfes by Henry the Eighth.
The proteftant and the patriot muft applaud our
deliverance but the critic may deplore the rude
havoc that was made in the libraries of churches
and monalteries, by the zeal, theavarice, and the
neglect, of unworthy reformers.

Far different from fuch reformers was the learn.
ed and pious Matthew Parker, the firft proteftant
Archbithop of Canterbury, in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth. His apoftolical virtues were not incom-
patible with the love of learning, and while he ex-
ercifed the arduous office, not of governing, but
of founding the Church of England, he firenuoufly
applied himfelf to revive the ftudy of the Saxon
tongue, and of Englifh antiquities. By the care of
this refpectable prelate, four of our ancient hiftorians
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were fucceffively publifhed the Flores of Matthew
of Weltminlter (1570) the Hifloria Major of NMat-
thew Paris (1571); the Vita Elfridi Regis, by Af=
ferius, and the Hifloria Brevis and Upodigma Neuf-
trie, by Thomas Walfingham. After Parker's death,
this national duty was for fome years abandonel to
the diligence of foreigners. The ecclefiaftical hiftory
of Bede had been printed and reprinted on the con-
tinent as the common property of the Latin church;
and it was again inferted in a colletion of Britifh
writers (Heidelberg 1587), fele@ed with fuch cri-
tical (kill, that the romance of Jeffrey of Monmouth,
and a Latin abridgment of Froiffard are placed on
the fame level of hiftorical evidence. An edition
of Florence of Worcefter, by Howard, (1592,)
may be flightly noticed but we fhould gratefully
commemorate the labors of Sir Henry Saville, a
man diftinguilhed among the fcholars of the age
by his profound knowledge of the Greek language
and mathematical fciences. A juftindignationagainft
the bafe and plebeian authors of our Englifh chro.
nicles, had almoft provoked him to undertake the
talk of a general and legitimate hiftory: but his
modeft induftry declining the character of an archi.
te@, was content to prepare materials fora future
edifice. Some of the moft valuable writers of the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries were refcued by
his hands from dirt, and duft, and rottennefs(e fit
fqualore pulvere) and his collection, under the com.
mon title of Scriptores pofi Bedam, was twice prin.
ted firft in London (1596), and afterwards at Frank-
fort (1601). During the whole of the feventeenth,
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and the beginning of the eighteenth centuries, the
fame ftudies were profecuted with vigor and fuc-
cels: a milcellaneous volume of the dAnglica Norma-
nica, &c. Frankfort 1603), and the Hifloria Nova
of Eadmer (London 1623). were produced by Cam.
den and Selden, to whom literature is indebred
for more important fervices. The names of Whee
ler and Giblon, of Watts and Warton, of Dug-
dale and Wilkins, fhould not be defrauded of their
due praife: but our attention is fixed by the ela-
borate collections of Twyfden and Gale: and their
titles of Decem and Quindecim Scriptores announce
that their readers pollcfs a feries of twenty-five of
our old Englith hiftorians. The laft who has dug
deep into the mine was Thomas Hearne, a clerk
of Oxford, poor in fortune, and indeed poor in
undertanding. His minute and obfcure diligence,
his voracious and undiftinguithing appetite, and the
coarfe vulgarity of his talte and ftyle, have expo.
fed him to the ridicule of idle wits. Yet it cannot
be denied that Thomas Hearne has gathered many
gleanings of the harveft; and if his own prefaces
are filled with crude and extraneous matter, his edi.
tions will be always recommended by their accu-
racy and ulfe.

I am not called upon to inquire into the merits
of foreign nations in the ftudy of their refpective
hiftories, except as far as they may fuggeft a ufeful
leflfon or a laudable emulation to ourfelves. The
patient Germans have addicted themfielves to every
fpecies of literary labor and the divifion of their
vat empire into many independent fiates would
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multiply the public events of each country, and
the pens, however rude, by which thev bave been
faved from oblivion. Beflides innumerable editions
of particular hiftorians. I have feen (if my memory
does not fail me} a lilt of more than twenty of the
volumious colle&ions of the Scriptores Rerum Germa-
nicarum; fome of thefe are of a vague and mifcella-
neous nature others are relative to a certain period
ottime; and others again are ciicumfcribed by the
local limits of a principality or a province. Among
the lft 1 fhall enly diftinguilh the Scriptores Rerum
Brunfwicenfium, compiled at Hanover in the begin.
ping of this century by the celebrated Leibnitz. We
fhould {ympathize with a kind of domeftic intereft in
the fortunes of a people to whom we are united by
our obedicnce to a common fovereign and we mult
explore with refpect and gratitude the origin of an
illuftrious family which has been the guardian near
fouifcore years of our liberty and happinefs, The
antiquarian, who blufhes at his alliance with Thomas
Hearne, will feel his profeflion ennobled by the name
of Leibnitz, That extraordinary genius embraced
and improved the whole circle of human fcience and
after wreftling with Newton and Clark in the fublime
regions of geometry and metaphyfics, he could
defcend upon earth to examine the uncouth charac-
ters and barbarous Latin of a chronicle or charter. In
this, asinalmoft every other active purfuit, Spain has
been outftripped by the induftry of her neighbours.
The belt collection of her national hiftorians was
publithed in Germany: the recent attempts of her
royal academy have been languid and irregular, and
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if fome memorials of the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries are lately printed at Madrid, her five oldeft
chronicles after the invafion of the Moors fill fleep in
the obfcurity of provincial editions (Pamplona, 1615,
1634 Barcelona, 1663). Italy has been productive
in every age of revolutions and writers anda com-
plete feries of thefe original writers, from the year
five hundred to the year fifteen hundred, are moft
accurately digefted in the Scriptores Rerum Italicarum
of Muratori. This ftupendous woik, which fills
twenty -eight folios, and overflows into the fix
volumes of the Antiquitates Italie Medii vi, was ate
chieved in years by oné man; and candor muft
excufe fome defects in the plan and execution which
the difcernment, and perhaps the envy of criticifm
has toorigoroufly expofed. The antiquities of France
have been elucidated by a learned and ingenious
people: the original hiftorians, which Duchelne had
undertaken to publith, were left imperfect by his
death, yet had reached the end of the thirteenth cen.
tury; and his additional volume (the (ixth) comes home
to ourfelves, fince it celebrates the exploits of the Nor-
man Conquerors and Kings of England. About
years ago the defign of publithing Les Hifloriens des
Gules Ur de la France, was refumed on a larger [cale,
and ina more {plendid form; and although thename
of Dom Bouquet {tands foremoft, the merit mult be
fhared among the veteran Benedid&ines of the Abbey
of St. Germain des Prez at Paris. This noble col-
leGtion may be propofed as a model for fuch national
works: the original texts are corrected from the belt
manufcripts and the curious reader is enlightened,
without being opprefled, by the perlpicuous brevity



AN ADDRESS, &c. 255
of the prefaces and notes. But a multitude of obfta-
clesand delays feems to have impeded the progrefs of
the undertaking; and the Hiflorians of France had
ouly attained to the twelfth century, and the thir-
teenth volume, when a general deluge overwhelmed
the, country and its ancient inhabitants. Imight
here conclude this enumeration of foreign ftudies, if
the Scriptores Rerum Danicarum of Langebek and his
fuccellors, which have lately appeared at Copen-
hagen, did not remind me of the tafte and munifi-
cence of a courtand country, whofe fcanty revenues
might have apologized for their negled.

It is long, very long indeed, fince the fuccefs of
our neighbours, and the knowledge of our refources,
have difpofed me to wilh, that our Latin memorials
of the Middle Age, the Scriptores Rerum Anglicarum,
might be publithed in England in a manner worthy
of the fubjeé and of the country. Ata time when
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire has inti.
mately conneted me with the firft hiftorians of
France, I acknowledged (in a note) the value of the
Benediine Collection, and exprefled my hope that
fuch a national work would provoke our own emu-
lation. [My hope has failed, the provocation was
not felt, the emulation was not kindled and 1 have
now feen, without an attempt or a defign, near
thirteen years, which might have fufficed for the
execution. During the greatelt part of that time I
have been abfent from England: yet have fometimes
found opportunities of introducing this favorite
topic in converfation with our literary men, and our
eminent bookfellers. As long as I expatiated on the
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merits of an undertaking, fo beneficial to hiftory;
and fo honorable to the nation, 1 washeard with at-
tention; a general wilh (eemed to prevail for its fuc~
cefs: but no fooner did we ferioully confule about
the belt means of promoting that fuccefs, and of
reduting a pleafing theory into areal action, than we
were {topped at the firlt ftep, by an mfuperable
difficulty the choice of an editor. Among the
authors already known to the public, none, aftera
fair review, could be found, at once poff-{fed' of
ability and inclination. Unknown, or at lealt untried
abilities could not infpire much reafonable confi.
dence: fome were too poor, others toorich fome
too bufly, others too idle: and we knew not where
to feek our Englith Muratori; in the tumult of the
metropolis, or in the fhade of the univerlity. The
age of Herculean diligence, which could devour and
digelt whole libraries, is paffed away and I fat down
in hopelefs defpondency, till I (hould be able to find a
perfon endowed with proper qualifications and ready
to employ feveral years of his life in affiduous labor,
without any {plendid profpe@ of emolument or fame,

The man is at length found, and I now renew the
propofal in a higher tone of confidence. The name
of this editor it Vir. John Pinkerton but as that name
may provoke fome refentments and revive fome pre«
judices, itis incumbent on me, for his reputation, to
explain my fentiments without referve; and] have
the fatisfaion of knowing that he will not be dif-
pleafed with the freedom and f{incerity of a friend,
The impulfe of a vigorous mind urged him, atan
carly age, to write and to print, before his tafte and

judgment
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judgment had attained to their maturity. His igno-
rance of the world; the love of paradox, and the
warmth of his temper, betrayed him into fome 1mpro-
pricties, and thofe juvenile fallies, which candor will
excufe, he himlelf is the firlt to condemn,and will per.
haps be the laft to forgot. Repentance has long fince
propitiated the mild divinity of Virgil, againft whom
the rafh youth,under a fictitious name, had darted the
javelin of criticifm. He {miles at his reformation of
our Enghth tongue, and is ready to confefs, thatin
all popular inftitutions, the laws of cultom malt be
obeyed by reaflon herfelf, "The Goths {till continue
to be his chofen people, but he retains no antipathy
to a Celric favage; and without renouncing bis opi.
nions and arguments, he fincercly laments that thofe
literary arguments have ever been embittered, and
perhaps enfeebled, by an indifcreet mixture of anger
and contempt. By fome explofions of this kind, the
volatile and fiery particles of his nature have been
difcharged, and there remains a pure and folid fub-
ftance, endowed with many active and ufeful ener
gies, His recent publications, a Treatife on Medals
and the edition of the early Scotch Pocts, difcovera
mind replete with a variety of knowledge and in
clined to every liberal purfuit; but his decided pro-
perfity,fucha propenfity as made Bentley a critic,and
Rennela geographer, attracts him to the fludy of the
Hiftory and Antiquities of Great Britain; and kes
well qualified for this ftudy by a {pirit of criticifm,
acute, difcerning, and fufpicious. His edition of the
original Lives of the Scottifh Saints has {cattered fome

Voi. V. S
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rays of light over the darkeft age of adark coun.
try fince there are {fo many circumfiances in
which the moft daring legendary will not attempt
to remove the well known landmarks of truth. His
Diffcrtation on the Origin of the Goths, with the
Antiquities of Scotland are, in my judgment,
elaborate and {atisfactory works; and were this a
convenient place, I would gladly enumerate the im-
portant quellionsin which be has reé@ified my old
opinicns concerning the migrations of the Scythic
or German nation from the neighbourhood of the
Cafpian and the Euxine to Scandinavia, the eaftern
coafts of Britain, and the fhores of the Atlantic
ocean. He has fince undertaken to illuftrate a
more interefting period of the Hifory of Scot-
land; his materials are chiefly drawn from papers
in the Britifh-Mufeum, and a (kilful judge has affured
me, after a perufal of the manufcript, that it con-
tains more new and authentic information, than
could be fairly exnected from a writer of the eigh-
teenth century. A Scotchman by birth, Mr. Pinker-
ton is equally difpofed, apd even anxious, to illuftrate
the Hiftory of England he had long, without my
knowledge, entertained a projec fimilar to my own;
his twelve letters, under a fi@itious fignature, in the
Gentleman’s Magazine (1788), difplay the zeal ofa
patriot, and the learning of an antiquarian. Asfoon
as he was informed, by Mr, Nicol the bookfeller,
of my wifes and my choice, he advanced to meet
me with the generous’ardor of a volunteer, confcious
of his ftrength, defirous of exercife, and carelefs
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of reward we have difcuffed in feveral conver-
fations, every material point that relates to the
general plan and arrangement of the work and
1 can only complain of bis exceflive docility to
the opinions of a man much lefs [killed in the fub-
ject than himfelf. Should it be obje@ed, that fuch
a work will furpafs the powers of a fingle nan,
and that induftry is beft promoted by the divifion
of labor, I muft anfwer, that Mr. Pinkerton feems
one of the children of thofe heroes, whofe race is ai-
moft extiné; that hard affiduous ftudy is the fole
amufement of his independent leifure that his warm
inclination will be quickened by the fenfe of a duty
refting folely on himfelf and that he 1s now in the
vigor of age and health; and that the moft voluminous
of our hiftorical colle@ions was the moft fpeedily
finifhed by the diligence of Muratori alone. 1 muft
add, that I know not where to feek an affociate;
that the operations of a fociety are often perplexed by
the divifion of fentiments and characters, and ofien
retarded by the degrees of talent and application and
that the editor will be always ready to receive the
advice of judicious counfellors, and to employ the
hand of {ubordinate workmen.

Two queftions will immediately arife, concerning
the title of our hiftorical colle&ion, and the period of
time in which it may be circumfcribed. The firft of
thefe queftions, whether it fhould be fyled the Scrip-
tores Rerum Britannicarum, or the Scriptores Rerum
Anglicarum will be productive of more than a verbal
difference: the former impofes the duty of publifhing

Sz
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all original documents that relate to the hiftory and
antiquities of the Britifh iflands; the latter is fatisfied
with the fpacious, though lefs ample, field of England.
The ambition of a conqueror might prompt him to
grafp the whole Brittth world, and to think, with
Cxfar, that nothing was done while any thing re.
mained undone.

Nil actum repurans dunr'quid fupereffet agendum,

But prudence foon difcerns the inconvenience of
increafing a labor already fufficiently arduous, and of
multiplying the volumes ofa work, which muft una.
voidably fwell to a very refpectable fize, The extra-
neous appendages of Scotland Ireland, and even
‘Wales, would impede our progrefs, violate the unity
of defign, and introduce into a Latin texta ftrange
mixture of favaze and unknown idioms. For the fake
of the Saxon Chronicle, the editor of the Seriptores
Rernm Anglicarum will probably improve his know-
ledge of our mother tongue nor will he be at a lofs
in the recent and occafional ufe of fome French and
Englith memorials. But if he attempts to hunt the
old Britons among the iflands of Scotland, in the bogs
of Ireland, and over the mountains of Wales, he mult
devote himfelf to the ftudy ofthe Celtic dialeéts 4
without being affured that his time and toil will be
compenfated by any adequatereward. Itfeems to
be almoft confeffed, that the Highland Scots do not
pollefs any writing of a remote date and the claims
of the Welt are faint and uncertain, The Irifh alone
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boat of whole libraries, which they fometimes hide
in the faftnefles of their country, and fometimes tranf-
port to their colleges abroad: but the vain and cre-
dulous obftinacy with which, amidft the light of
fcience, they cherith the Milefian fables oftheir in-
fancy, may teach us to fufpec the exiftence, the age,
and the value of thefe manufcripts, till they (ball be
fairly expofed to the eye of profane criticifm. This
exclufion, however, of the countries which have
fince been united to the crown of England muft be
underftood with fome latitude: the Chronicle of
Melrofs is common to the borderers of both king-
doms: the Expugnatio Hibernic of Giraldus Cam-
brenfis contains the interelting llory of our fettlement
in the weftern ifle; and it may be judged proper to
infert the Latin Chronicle of Caradoc, (which is yet
unpublifthed,)and the code of native laws which were
abolithed by the conqueror of Wales. Even the
Englifh tranfa@ions in peace and war with our inde-
pendent neighbours, efpecially thofe of Scotland,
will be beft illuftrated by a fair comparifon of the
hoftile narratives. The fecond queftion of the period
of time which this Collection fhould embrace, admits
of an eafier decifion nor can weaé& more prudently,
than by adopting the plan of Muratori, and the
French Benedi@ines, who confine themfelves within
the limits of ten centuries from the year five hun.
dred tothe year fifteen hundred of the Chriftian ra.
The former of thefe dates coincides with the moft
ancient of our national writers; the latter approaches
within nine years of the acceflion of Henry VIIL
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which Mr Hume confiders as thetrue and perfect zra
of modern biftory. From that time weare enriched,
and even opprefled, with fuch treafures of contempo-
rary and authentic documentsin our own language,
that the hiftorian of the prefent or a future age will
be only perplexed by the choice of fads. and ‘the
difficulties of arrangement. KEzoriatur aliquis a
man of genius, at once eloquent and philofophic,
who fhould accomplifh, in ‘the maturity of age, the
immortal work which he had conceived in the ardor
of yoyth.

END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME.
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