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THE Letters of Mr. Gibbon, from the tigie of
his return to Switzerland in 1788, are annexed to his
Memoirs, as the belt continuation of them. Among
his Letters of an earhier date, 1find feveral which he
has alluded to, and others which will illuftrate the
account he has given of himfelf. Thefe, I flatter
mylelf, will pleafe the generality of readers; fince,
when he touches on matters of private bufinefs, even
fubje@s of the drieft nature become interefting, from
bis mode of treating them. Many Letters from diftin-
guithed perfons to him will be introduced, and fome
that he received at a very eatly period of life. Al-
though we have not all his own Letters to which
thefe were anfwers, yet we have enough to teltify
hisambition,; even in youth, to be diftinguifhed as
a {cholar.

It has been fometimes thought neceffary to offet
to the Public an apology for the publication of private
Letters. I have no fcruple to fay, thatl publifli thefe,
becaufe I think they place my friend in an advantage.
ous point of view. He might not, perhaps, have
expected that all his Letters hould be printed ; but I
have no reafon to believe that he would have been
averfeto the publication of any. Iflhad, they never
would have been made public, however highly &
might have conceived of their excellence.

Blz







Y B SR GE RS
TO AND PROM

EDWARD GIBBON Efquire,

Ne I.
M, CREVIER ¢ M. GIBBRON.

MONSIEUR, Paris, 7 Aod%, 1956.

JB ne puis qu'étre trés-fenflible aux témoignages
d’eftime dont vous voulez bien me combler, quoique
je fois fort éloigné de les prendre a la lettre ; & de
me regarder comme un oracle. Mais je fuis homme
vraiy & par la méme aime ) profiter des lumicres que
Ponalabontédeme communiquer. Ainfi, VMonfieur,
je regois avec tonte la fatisfaction poffible I'ingénicufe
conjecture que vous propofez, pourl'éclairciffement
d'un paffage de Tite Live fur lequel je n’avois fu
qu’étre embarraffé, J'adopte toutes vos obfervations,,
tous vos raifonnemens. Par le changement d'une
feule lettre, vous fubfituez i un fens louche & obfcur,
une penfée claire, convenable au caradtére de celui
Qui parle , & bien lide avec toute le refte du difcours.
Je D¢ manquerai pas d’en faire une note, & de me
fervir de cegte judicieufe corre@tion, fi I'occafion
B3
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s’en préfente, en prenant foin d’en faire honneur 3
celui a qui je la dais,

Jajouterai feulement une rémarque de peu de con-
féquence, mais qui me paroit néceffaire pour donner
toute fa perfection a la phrafe, furlaquelle vousavez
travaillé fi heureufement. Voici la phrafa ayec le
changement que vous propofez. Nec ¢ffe in vos otia
veflro confultum ab Romanis credatis. Or invos ne me
paroit point s’accorder avec otio veflro. L’exprellion
in vos {emble marquer quelque chofe qui doit étre
contraire au bien des Carthaginois, & qui par cons
fequence s’allie mal avec l'idée de leur repos. Ainfi
au lieu de ces mots in vos jaimerois mieux lire in Ais.
Alors laphrafe fera completement bonne. Nec effe in
his otio vefiro confultum ab Romanis credatis. “Ne
“ penfez pas que dans ces mefures que prennent les
¢ Romains, pour vous oter toutes vos forees, &
“ en vous interdifant la guerre avec I'étranger, ils
¢ aient_en pour objet votre tranquillité & votre
¢ repos.”

1l ne me relte plus, IMonfieur, qu’a vous remercier
de la bonté que vous avez eu de me faire part d’'une
idée aufli heureufe. Ce feroit une grande joie pour
moi {i je recevois fouvent de pareils fecours fur tout
ce que jai donné au public.

J'ai ’honngur d’étre, avec bien de la reconnoiffance
& de relpe®, &c,

CREVIER,



EDWARD GIBBON Efquire. 7

N° II.
AL, ALLAMAND ¢ Mr. Gisgox,

MONSIEUR, Bex, Sept. 14, 1956,

A présext que me voily ¢chappé de l'orage des
fon@ions publiques dont cette églife eft chargée en
tems de f€te , je faifis avec joie quelques momens de
repos pour m'entretenir , IMonfieur, avec vous: ce
fera, s'il vous plait, fans faire de trop grands efforts
fur Tarticle des idées innées que vous me propofez.
Outre que je rifquerois de dire comme je ne fais quelle
des interlocutrices de Terence, Magno conatu magnas
| nugas ; ilyafortlong tems que je n’airelu VI, Locke,
I'oracle moderne fur cette maticre , & il fandroit trop
de tems & de papier pour tout éplucher. Ayez dont
Ia bonté de vous contenter des premieres réflexions
qui fe préfenteront fur quelques endroits de fon
premier livre.
Je commence par le chap. 1. § 5. ol cet habile hom-
me entreprend de prouver que ces deux principes ,
Cequiefl, eft; il efl impoffible qu'une méme chofe foit,
&r en méme temps ne foit pas , ne font point innées ,
puifqu'ils n'étoient point dans I'efprit pendant l'en-
fance; & la preuve qu'ils 'y étoient pas, c'elt que
Ienfant n’y penfoit point, & quebien des gens meus
rent, fans les avoir jamais appercus; “or,” dit
M. Locke, “une idée ne fauroit étre dans Pefprit,
¢« fans que I'efprit ne s’en appercoive,” &c.

U eft clair, Monfieur, que toute la force de ce

b 4
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raifonnement, eft danq cette dernitre affertion ; mals
cette affertion ; Welt elle pas cvzdcmmcnc dé.
truite par Iexpérience 2 Appercevez vous actuelle-
ment toutes les idées que vous avez dans Vefprit ?
N’y en a t'il point auxquelles vous ne prendrez peut-
étre garde de plufienrs années? Et dans les efforts
que l'on fait fouvent pour rappeler ce qu'on a confié
a [a mémoire; ne fent on pas qu'il peut y avoir des
connoiffances {i cachées dans fes replis , que loin de
les appercevoir fans cefle, il fauc bien de la peine
pour les rattraper ? Je fais que VI Incm, qui a fenti

la difficulté, tache delaréfoudre. Ch. iii. § 20. Mais :

en vérité, Ta longueur & I'embarras de cet article
montrentaflez que VI, L. n’étoit pas a fon aife en 1'écri-
vant; & comment y auroit il été ? Voici, autant que
)en puis juger , a quoi il fe réduit. Ilavoue, “Que
nousavons dans'efprit des idées que nousn’apper-
¥ cevons point actuellement; mais, dit-il, ceft
¢ dans la mémoire qu'elles font: & cela eft fi vrai,
qu'on ne fe les rappelle point fans fe fouvenir, en
méme tems, qu'onles a déja appercues. Or, tel
n'eft point le cas des idées qu'on prétend innées.
Quand on les appercoit pour la premitre fois, ce
n'eft point avec réminifcence,, comme on devroit ,
{i ces idées 12 avoient écé dans efprit avant cette
premiere apperception,” &c.
De grace , Monfieur, croyez vous que IM. Locke
s'entendit bien lui-méme, quand il diftinguoit érre
dans Uefprit & étre dans la mémoire # Bt qu’importe 3
la quefltion, qu'on fe fouvienne d’avoir d\;n fu ce
que I'on fe ld[)p(.“(: s'il n'en eft pas mo.m vrai qu'on
Va ey lang~teanps dans l'efprit fans s'en appercevoir ;

<
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ce qui eltle point dontils'agit 2 Ay refte, V. Locke
auroit pu fentir que fi !’On ne fe rappelle point les
idées innées par I‘L"'/?l'"f_“’”“'f/’, ceflt qulelles ne font
point entrées dansl'efprit d'une mn.niirr(: quiait exigé,
ouattiré fon attention. Etc’elt auflile cas de plulieurs
idées acquifes; car, quoiqu’en dife VI Locke,

chacun fe trouve au befoin, nombre d’idées qui ne

peuvent s’étre infio

s dans fon efprit, qu'ala pré.
fence de certains ob

s auquels il n’a point pris
garde, ou, en général , par des moyens inconnus,
qui oot enrichi fans qu'il fache comment, & fans
quil crut les avoir jufques au moment qu'elles {e font
préfenté

Surle fond méme de la queftion, il me femble que
M. Locke confond perpétuellement deux chofes tres-
différentes. L'idéeelle méme, quieflt une connoiffance
dans Vefpric& un principederaifonnement; & lénoncé
de cetteidée en forme de propofition, oude définition,
II'fe peut, & il eft méme tres- probable | que bien
des gens n'ont jamais formé ou envifugé en eux
mémes cet énoncé, il ¢ff impoffible qilune che
& ne foit pas en méme tems. Voyez Liv. 1. ¢
Mais fuit-il deld, qu'ils ne connoiffent pas la vérité
qU'il exprime, & qu'ils n’en ont pas I'idée ? — Nitlle-
ment.  Tout homme qui affure, quinie, tout homme

ui parle, un enfant quand il demandel, quand il
refufe, quand if fe plaint, &c. ne foppofe. il pas,
que des qu'une chofecft, il eft tmpolflible qu'en méme
tems elle ne {oit pas? Ne trouvez vous pas, Monfeur,
qwon pburroit foutenir Ia réalité des idées'innées .
précifément lur,ce que M. Locke allégue contre elles,
que beaucoup de gens plont jamais penfé aux propo-
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fitions €videntes dont il parle; car, puifque fans y
avolr penfé, ils s’en fervent , ils batiffent 12- deffus,
ils jugent de la vérité, ou de I'abfurdité d’un difcours i
par fes rapports avec ces principes-la, &c. D’oi leur
vient cette familiarité avec des principes qu'ils n’ont
jamais apperqus diltinctement, fice n’eft de ce qu’ils
en ont une connoiffance, ou {1 'on veut, un fentiment
naturel ?

Aux § 17 & 18, M. Locke nie que le confente-
ment que 'on donne a certaines propofitions, des
quon les entend prononcer, foit une preuve que
Tidée qu'elles expriment foit innée ; & il fe fonde, fur
ce qu'il y a bien des propofitions que l'on recoit ainfi
d’abord , qui certainement ne font point innées; &il
en donne divers exemples, viz. deux dr deuzx [ont
quatre, &c. IMais ne vous paroitra-til pas qu'’il Y
confond ici des fimples définitions des mots avec des
vérités évidentes par elles mémes ? Aumoins, efi-il
certain que tous {es exemples font des fimples défini-
tions des mots, deux & deux font quatre. L’idée qu'on
exprime par deux & deuz, eft laméme que celle qu’on
exprime par guatre, &c. Or perfonne ne dit que la
connoiffance d'une définition de mots foit innée,
puifqu’elle fuppofe celle dulangage. Mais cette pro.
pofition, /2 tout eff plus grand que chacune de fes
parties, n’eft point dans ce cas; & il eft certain que
le plus petit enfant fuppofe la vérité de cette propo-
fition toutes les fois que non content d’une moitié de
pomme, il veut la pomme toute entiere.

Prenez la peine, Monfieur, d'examiner le § 23
olt M. Locke veut convaincre de fauffeté cette fup-
poﬁl:ion, qu’il y a des principes tellement innés , que
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ceux qui en entendent pour la premiere fois, & qui
en comprennent I'énoncé, n’apprennent tien de
nouveau. “Premierement, ditil, il eft clair qu’ils
“ ont appris les termes dﬁ’. I’CHOché & la fignification
% de cestermes.” IMais quinevoit que M, Locke fort
dela qucﬂion ? Perfonncn’:ljﬂm.:tis<.Iit que des termes,
qui ne font que d%-s fignes arbitraires de nos idées
fuffent innés. Il ajoute, < Que les idées renfermées
« dans de pareils énoncés ne naiffent pas plus avec
¢ nous, que leurs expreflions, & qu'on acquiert ces
idées dans la fuite aprés en avoir appris les noms.”
Mais, 1. N'elt ce pas donner pour preuve de ce qu'on
affirme, cetteaffirmation méme? 11 0’y a pointd'idées
innées , car 1l n'y en a que d'acquifes! M. Locke
riroit bien d’un pareil raifonnement, s'il le trouvoit
dans fes adverfaires. 2. S'il eft vrai qu'on apprend
les mots avant que d’avoir les idées qu’ils expriment ,
au moins sl eft vrai que cela foit tovjours ainfi,
comme [V. Locke I'entend, je voudrois bien favoir
comment la premiere langue a pu étre formée ? Et
méme comment i eft poflible qu on faffe comprendre
aquelqu'unle fens d'un mot nouveau pourlui ? Tout
bhomme qui n’a nulle idée de Zordre, par exemple,
doit auffi peu étre capable d'entendre ce mot ordre,
qu’un aveugle né celui de couleur.

Au § 27, M. Locke nie les idées innées, parce-
qu'elles ne paroiffent ni dans les enfans, ni dans les
imbécilles, ou elles devroient paroitre le plus. Mais,
1. Ceux qui admettent les idéesinnées, ne les croyent
Pas plus naturelles & I'ame, que fes faculeés; puis donc
que Pétat & la conflitution du corps nuit a celles - ¢i
dans les imbécilles, elle fera auffi caufe qu'on ne leur

<
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remarque point les autres. 2. Le fait méme n'eft pas
enticrement vrai ; les enfans & les imbécilles ont idée
de leur exiltence, de leur individualité, de leur
identité, &c.

Dans lereftede ce §, IVI. Locke fe divertit au dépens

de ceux qui croyent que les énoncés des maximes

bltraites fontinnées : mais les plus déterminés fcho-
laftiques n’ont jamais rien dit de femblable, & il rit
d'une chimere qu'il s’eft faite lui méme.

Je ne fais, Monficur , comment il eft arrivé qu’au
lieu de trois ou quatre courtes réflexions que j'aurois
di vous donner fur tout ceci, je me fuis engagé dans
ane critique longue & ennuyeufe,*de quelques en-
droits d’an feul chapitre : c’elt apparemment un refte
de laflitude : yai trouvé plus de facilité i fuivre & 3
chicaner IVI. Locke qu'a penfer tout feul, Prenez
patience & pardonnez. Jentrevois bien des chofes
dire furlefecond chapitre, ol il s’agit des principes
innés de pratique ; mais je ne vous en fatiguerai
qu'apres en avoir regu l'aveu de vous méme.

On éerit ici, que le Roi de Pruffe vient de battre
les Autrichiens & de leur tuer 20 mille hommes, en
ayant perdu 15 mille des fiens. Voila donc ot il alloit
en paflant par Leipfic. Si cette nouvelle eft vraie, la
guerre ne fauroit manquer de devenir générale, &
de lair qu'elle commence, elle fera terrible: mais
je crains bien que fa IVI. P. n’ait le fort de Charles XII.

Qui le foutiendra contre la France, 'Autriche, &
peut. étre la Ruflie réunies ? ‘
J'ai Phonneur d'étre, avec une parfaite confidéra-
tion , Monfieur, &e.
ALLAMAND,
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Ne IIT,
M, ALLAMAND ¢ M. GIngox,

MONSIEUR, Bex, le 12 OQobre, 1956,

JE {uis charmé de l'exactitude & de Ia pénétration
qui fe difputent le terrein dans la dernjsre lettre que
vousavez pris la peine de m’écrire: & comme vous s
Monfieur, je crois que la queltion touche 4 fa
décifion,
Vous avez fans doute raifon de dire que les propo-
fitions évidentes dont il s'agit, ne font pas de fimples
idées , mais des jugemens. Vais ayez aufli la com-
plaifance de reconnoitre que IVI. Locke les alléguant
en exemple d'idées qui paffent pour innées & qui ne
Ie font pas felon Iui, s'i] y a ici de laméprife, ceft
lui qu'il faut relever 13 - defTus » & non pas moi, qui
n'avois autre chofe A fajre qu’a refuter {2 maniere de
raifonner contre Pinnéité de ces idées. Dailleurs,
Monfieur, vous remarquerez, s’il vous plait, que
dans cette difpute il s'agit en effet, de favoir fi cer-
taines vérités évidentes & communes, & non pas
feulement certaines 1dées fimples , font innées on
non. Ceux qui affirment, ne donnent guere pour
exemple d'idées fimples qui le foyent , que celles de
Dieu, de Punité, & del'exiftence: Jes autres exem-
Ples font pris de propofitions completes , que vous
appellez jugemens, ' '
Mais, dites vous, y aura-t-il donc des jugemens
innés? Le jugement eft- il antre chofe qu’un ace de
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nos facultés intellectuelles dans la comparaifon des
idées ? Le jugement fur les vérités évidentes , n’eft-il
pas une fimple vue de ces vérités-la, un fimple coup
d'eil que efprit jete fur elles ? Jaccorde tout cela.
Etde grace,, qu'elt-ce qu'idée ? Nelt.ce p:is yue, ou
coup d’eil, fi vous voulez ? Ceux qui définiffent
Pidée autrement , ne s’éloignent ils pas vifiblement
du fens & de 'intention du mot? Dire que les idées
font les efpeces des chofes imprimées dans efprity
comme l'image de I'objet fenfible tracée dans I'eil,
n’elt ce pas jargonner plutdt que définir 2 Orclelt
la faute, quont fait tous les métaphyficiens, & quoique
IVI. Locke lait bien fentie, 1l amieux aimé fe facher
contre eux , & tirer contre les girouettes delaplace,
que s’appliquera déméler ce galimatias. Quen’a-t-il
dit: non feulement il n’y a point d’idées innées dans
le fens de ces Meffieurs ; mais il n’y a point d'idées
du tout dans cefens’la : toute idée eft un aéte, uné
vue , un coup d'eeil de Pefprit. Des lors demander
s'il y a des idées innées , c’elt demander ¢'il y a cer=
taines vérités fi évidentes & fi communes que tout
efprit non ftupide puiffe naturellement, fans culture
& fans maitre, fans difcuflion, fans raifonnement,
lesreconnoitre d'un coup d’eil, & fouvent méme fans
slappercevoir qu'on jete ce coup d'eil; Laffirmative
me paroit inconteftable, & felon moi, la queftionef}
vidée par-Ia.

Maintenant prenez garde, TVonfienr ; que cette
saniere d’entendre l'affaire, vaau but des partifans
des idées innées, tout comme laleur; & parla méme,
contredit M. Locke dans le {ien. €ar pourquoi vou-
droit on qu'ily eut des idées innées ? C'elt pour en
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oppoler 1a certitude & I'évidence au doute univerfel
des fceptiques, qui eft ruin€ d un lc.ul coup, silya
des vérités dont la vue foit neceffaire & naturelle &
'homme. Or vous fentez, Monficur que je puis
Ieur dire cela dans ma facon d u-xpl.tqucrla.chofc , tout
aufli bien que les partifans ordinaires des 1dées innées
dans la leur. Et voila ce qui femble incommoder un
peu M. Locke, qui, fans fe déclarcrpyrrhonicn, laiffe
appercevoir un peu trop de foible pour le pyrrho-
nifme, & a beaucour contribué
I

a le nourrir dans ce
fiecle. A force de v

ouloir marquer les bornes de nos
connoiffances, ce qui éroit fort néceflaire, il a quel-
quefois tout mis en bornes,

Apres ces remarques générales fur le fond de Ja
queltion, ileft peu néceffaire de sarréter & quelques
particulitres, ot vousne me croyez pasfondé. Ceperi.
dant vous me permettrez de vous faire obferver fur
celles que vous relevez : 1. Que dans ce §5.duch. 1.
1l eft bien vraj que M. Locke méle ces deux chofes,
étre actuellement dans lefprit, Jans que lefprit sen
appergoive — & y étre, fans qu'il sen Joit jamais
appergu. — Mais il eft certain auffi, qu’a la conclufion
de ce §, il s'en tient au premier incognito, & donne
lieua ma critique en s'exprimant en ces termes, Je {uis
la traducion Francoife n'ayantpas foriginal. «De
“ forte, dit-i], que foutenir qu'une chofe foit dags
“ Tentendement » &quielle n'eft pas concue par l'en-
¢ tendement, quelle et dansTefprit, fans que l'efprit
: l’appcrgoivc, c’eft autant que fi I'on difoit, qu'une
¢ chofe elt, & n'eft pas dans Pefprit ou dans enten-
“ dement,» Neft. il pas clair, Monfieur, que ce
grand PhilOfophc, €crivant cela, étoit dans Ierreur,

<
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ou la méprife de fait que je prends la liberté de lai
reprocher; ceft que T'efprit ne peut avoir aucune
connoilfance quiil ne 'appergoive aﬂuv”»*rm‘nr ? Je
crois bien que {t on I'avoit d’abord relevé la-deflus il
auroit fent: {a mLpnf(" mais il n’en eft pas moins vrai,
& qu'ily et tombé, & qu'il s’en fait un principe contre
fes adverfaices.

2. Vous voulez qu‘on lui pﬁm {a diltin&ion entre
les idées qul ﬁmt dans lefprit & celles qui font dans la
mémoire : 3 moine tienne, PoUrvu que vous pxcnuz
le motd’idée comme moi; car, en ce fens, uneidée

eft dans!’ cfprlt, lorfque l'efprit envifage actuellement
la propofition qui eft 'objet de fon idée, ou de fon
coup d'eil; & elle n’eft que danslamémoire, lorfque
Yefprit ayant auparavant jeté ce coup d’eeil fur elle,
en a plus de facilité a la réitérer , & en la réitérant,
fent que ce n'elt pas la premiere fois qu'il envifage
cette propofition - li, — [Viais fi par 1dées , vous ena
tendez ces efpéces chimériques, fuppofées par les
métaphyficiens, & autant qu'il m'en fouvient, pas
affez nettement congédiées par VL. Locke, JCH re-
viens, sil vous p!dlt, a ma prétenfion, quon ne
s'entend pas foi m&me quand on diftingue la mémoire
de l'efprit.

Un violent mal de téte que j'ai apporté de notre
vénérable clafle, ne me permet pas d’étendre d’avan-
tage cette lettre, & m’empéche de la faire moins courte
& plus nette. Je vous prie , Monfieur, de excufer
telle qu'elle eft. Peut étre, pénétrant comme vous
I'étes, ne laifferez vous pas d'y entrevoir dequot

révenir toute difficulté fur les principcs innés de
pratique: M. Locke me paroit plus fort ici ql]!(’. {ur

es
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les autres, mais il n’a pas laiflé de s’y embarraffer un
peu par-ci par la.

Je me faifois une féte de vous voir un moment 2
Vevay, & j'aiétécapotrd’étre difappointed ; {i 'entends
ce mot de votre langue, 1a notre n'en a point qui
peut dire fi bien la méme chofe, Je n’ai méme vu
M. Pavilliard que dans 'affemblée.

$i la marche de rzomille Ruffes n’eft pas une fable,
que va devenir S, V. Pruffienne ? Ne croyez vous
pas, Monfieur, que nous touchons 2 de grandes
révolutions? Ily a long temps que je foupgenne un
plan formé, de réduire le fylteme général a trois
grands empires ; celui des Frangois, al'occident du
Rhin, celuid’Autriche 2 l'orient, & celui des Rufles
annord. Il n'y ena pourtantrien dans ’Apocalypfe.
Qu’on partage la terre comme on voudra, pourvu
qu'il y foit toujours permis de croire , que ce qui elt,
eft; & que les contradictoires ne peuvent pas étre
vraies en méme tems. Au refte ces trois empires
auroient beau étre grands, mefurés a nos toifes, ils
paroitroient toujours bien petits, vus feulement
depuis la lune , & a quelle hauteur ne s'¢levent pas
par dela des yeux philofophes.

Jail'honneur d’étre, avec bien delaconfidération
Monfieur, &ec.

ALLAMAND,
M. de N*** m’écrit que fout va mieux quejamais ,

i préfent que Madame D. fa niéce eft bien malade,

& que voild 200 mille hommes préts a ségorger

pour 5 fols par jour. Il eft de mauvaife humeur

contre ce tout eft bien,

Vor. IL (¢
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Ne1V.
M. Ie Profeffeur BREITINGER ¢ M: G1BBON ¢ Laufanne;
Oéﬂ)ber 22'3714956;

EQUIDEM Davus fum, non (Edipus ; dicam tamen
quid dedubiis e Jultino propofitis locis mihi videatur.

1. JusTiNus, libr. ii. c. 3. His igiwr Afia per mille
quingentos annos vectigalis fuit. Pendendi tributi finem
Ninus rex Affyriorum impofuit. Adeo manifeftus eft
calculi error, ut mirum videri poffit, hanc leGtionem
unquam fuiffe a quoquam in textum receptam; ita
enim Ninus Sefoftre mille quingeatis annis inferior
effet wrate. Orofius, quiluftinum per compendium
fumma cum fide éxpreflit, bec in hunc modum com-
memorat. Lib. i. c. 14. Univerfam quoque Zgyptum
( Scythe ) populaffent ; nifiy paludibus impediti, repulfi
Suiffent. Inde continuo reverfi, perdomitam infinitis
cedibus Afiam veétigalem fecere : ubi per 15. annos fine
pace immorati , tandem uzxorum flagitatione revocantur
denunciantium, ni redeant , Jobolem J¢ a finitimis qua@-
fituras. Dubiom ergo nullum eft, quin pro IVMD.
fubftituendum fit XV. Tu inquiris in caulam erroris
faus argute. Sed non poteft habere locum illa tua
emendatio, per mille in permiffa, fi quidem notis
arithmeticis, quod admodum probabileeft, in antiquis
libris numeri fueranc exprefli.

2. Justin. hibr xii. ¢. 8. Jaque cafis hoftibus , cum
gratulationein eadem ( caltra) reverterunt. kruftramihi
foilicitare videxis lectionem receptam : gratis enun a



2

EDWARD GIBBON Efquire.” 9

teaffumitur, quod Cupbhites ne quidemaggredi fuering
aufi. Alia te docebit fidus Juflini interpres Orofius ,
lib. iii. cap. 19. Gumque ad Chofides venum effet , ibL
contra GG. millia equitum hoflivm pugnam consz Ry E-
RUNT; & cum tam etate detriti | animo agyi , viribus
taffi , difficile VICISSENT, caflra ob memoriam plus
folito magnifica condiderunt. Itaque non priufquam
manus conferuiflent, nonnifi poft hoftes devictos ac
czfos, in caltra reverterunt. Quid quodiple Jultinus
idem haud obfcure innuit, quum ait: Morus. his tam
Jufiis precibus | velut in finem vICTORIAE caflra fiert
Juffit quorum molitionibus & hoflis TERRERETUR.
Quod {i vero ftatuas, Macedonum exercitum infinitis
Cuphitarum copiis territum a prelio abflinuiffe, atque
boc timore perculfum reditum maturandum efle cen-
fuiffe, n® ego non intelligo, quo fenfu Jultinus
dixerit: Gafira pofuiffe velut in finem VICTORIE :
pofuifle eadem [olito magnificentiora ut hoflis TERRE=
RETUR : &' cum GRATULATIONE in ea revertiffe. Ubi
& hoc contra Sebifii emendationem notari velim ,
formulam illam loquendi cUmM GRATULATIONE alte-
rum illud , ugagicenpa diw, cafis ho, iis, jam compre=
hendere. Adeoqueilla tua emendatio omi(fis hoflibus
&ab hiftoriz fide & a Juftini fententia mulcum abludit.

3. Jusrin. lib. xxiii. c. 8. Zerre motuportio montis
abrupta Gallorum JSlravit exercitum ,“ & confertiffimi
cunet , non fine vulneribus hoftium , diflipati ruebant.
Ne te offendat durior, quie tibi videtur, trajectio
vocis hoftium quam cum confertiffimi cunei,conjungens
dam cenfes,

atque intelligis de cuneis hoftiom , five
Gallorum 5

militaribus. Atque tu , re rite expenfa,
cognolces , nullam hic trajeétionem locum habere ,

C 2
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fed omnia naturali ordine fluere: tantum cungos
exponas, non per cohortes hoftium militares, fed
per moles cong/o[;alas a monte ac rupe nvulf.ys, qua
non confertim, fed poftquam precipiti curfu in cuneos
diffilviffen® , diffipate ruebant non fine vulneribus
hoftium , h. e. Gallorum. 1ta perfpecta erit ac mani-
fefta ratio, cur illud Aoflium cum confertiffimi cunei
nec pollic, necdebeat conjungi: ne fcilicet perperam
ad cuneos militares traheretur, adeoque ad vitandam
omnem fermonis ambiguitatem.

4. JusTiN. lib. xxviii. ¢. 2. Adverfus Gallos urbem
€0s [uam tueri non potuilfe : captamque non ferro defen-
diffe, fed auro redemiffe. Si quidem ifte logus medicam
manum poftularet aut admitteret , non eft altera qua
uterer libentius quam tua, qua pro captamque reftituis
capitoliumque, - Et fruftra Schefferus hic ferupulos
movet, quafl ineptum fuerit dicere, ¢aptam urbem
Jerro defendi potuiffe: id enim, quamvis ignave
factom fuiffe memorant hiftorici Romani uno quafi
convitio: in illis Orofius, lib. ii. c. 19. Patentem
Galli urbem penetrant : en captam urbem Romam !
Univerfam reliquam juveatatem in arce Capitolini
Montis latitantem OBSIDIONE concludunt : ubique in-
Jelices reliquias, fame, pefle, defperatione, formidine
tenent , fubigunt, &c. Vides urbe jam capta, defen-
fionitamen locum fuperfuifle ; neque profeco redimi
urbem opus fuilfet, nifi jam in hoftinum poteftate,
h. e. capta fuilfee. Non videris de eo emendationis
tux lncommodo cogitaffe, quod capitolium folum
auro fuifle redemptum affirmaret, contra hiftoriz

fidem
5. JusTIN, lib. xxxi. ¢. 1. Legati primum a fenate
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Romano miffi , ut Antiocho Syrie regi perfuaderent , ne
bello invadat eas (wle-Syrie civitates . quas Fgyptii
priore bello occuparant , que pr Ol:nde Agyptii juris fie-
runt , hoc ufi funt argumento , quod he civitates ad
regem pupillum /mrlinerqzt, fidei fuz traditum, Atque
etiam fupra Juﬂinus., HbFaexxs ¢ 3. memorat : Miz-
titur & M Le/)irlus m ﬂ?gy/mmz, qui tutorio nomine
regnum pupilli adminifiret, Altera deinde lf’gatio,
quz fupervenit, poltquam Antiochus has civitates
in poteftatem fuam jam redegerat, poftulans, ut
ille in integrum reflituantur , omifla pupilli perfona,
nunc alio pratextu utitur, nimirum quod 1ftz civi-
tates jure belli faéle fint populi Romani. Quid jus belli
fit, quatenus ab ipfo bello, fiveeo quod bello par-
tum el}, diftinguirur, declarabo duobus locis Livii ;
altero ex Quinti Flaminini ad Nabidem oratione ,
Lib. xxxiv. ¢, 32. Quibus igitur amicitia violatur 2 nempe
his duabus rebus maxime : Ji focios meos pro hoflibus
habeas : fi cum hoflibus te conjungas. Utrum non a te
factum ef1? nam & Mcffenen uno atque eodem Jure
federis , quo & Lacedemonem in amicitiam noflram
acceptam, focius ipfe fociam nobis urbem vi atque armis
cepifdi: & cum Philippo hofte nofiro. Jocietatem . .. pepi=
8ifli. Altero Flori, lib. iii. c. v. Quippe rex non jant
quafi alienam » Jed quia amiferat, quafi raptam , jure
belli repetebat. Ut taceam illud jure belli ad utrumque,
potiore tamen fenfu ad jubebat reflitui in integrum
referri poffe ; Ratim enim fubjicit : abauenti bellum
cnuncmtum,

‘6. Justin, libr, xxxi. c. 1. Igitur Senatus’ feripfit
Klaminino, f; e; videatur, ficuti Macedoniam a Philippo,
ita Greciama Nabide liberet. Quid de gloria Flaminini
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ducis belli Macedonici ftatuendum fit, docet formula
8. C.apud Livium, lib. xxxiil, ¢. 32. S. P. 0. R. ¢»
L. _Qu[/zfius Imp. Philippo rege, Macm]mu'/mj?uc DE-
VICTIS, liberos, immunes [uis legibus effe jubet Corin-
vhios, &c. EtFlorus, lib. ii. ¢. xil. Succefferat Philippo
Jilius Perfes , qui SEMEL IN PERPETUUM VICT A effe
Macedoniamnon putabat ex gentis dignitate. Quzritur
jam an Quintius, qui Macedoniam vicit , ullo fenfu
dici poflit Macedoniam a Philippo liberaffe, quamvis
deinde ipfa IMacedonia Philippo non fuerit adempta:
& {i Nabidem pari modo vinceret, an non hoc ipfo
Greciam liberaffe cenfendus fit 2 At vero omnem
sem explicaffe videtur ipfe Jultinus, qui, libr. xxx.
cap. ult. hzec habec: Sed Macedonas Romana fortuna
vicit : fraclus itaque bello Philippus, pace a Flaminino
Gof. petita, nomen quidem regium retinuit ; fed omnibus
" Grecie urbibus , velut REGNI ( MACEDONICI ) MEM-
BRIS , extra terminos antique poffeffionis , amiffis ,
S0LAM Macedoniam retinuit. In literis, ergo, Senatus
Rom. ad Cof. Flamininum per Macedoniam fignifica.
tur, non tantum [Vlacedonia ftricte {ic dita, & anti-
quis terminis comprehenfa, quz fola Philippo non
fuit adempta ; fed in primis ea Grxciz pars (ifte
urbes ), quex extra terminos antique poffeffionis, veluti
regni Macedonici membra acceflerant, quzque fub
Philippo ad Macedonicum regnum pertinebant;
quibus, in fenatus literis , opponitur Grzciareliqua,
a Nabide tentata, quz hactenus imperio IMacedonico
nunquam fuerat fubjeca. Hinc Senatus Rom. fenten-
tia ilthzec fuerit: ficuti Macedoniam a Philippo, ita
reliquam Greciam a Nabide liberet. Vel, ficuti par-
tem Grzciz, que ad Macedoniam pertinebat a
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Philippo, ita nunc univerfam pene Grzciama Nabide
liberet.

e
Quis dixerit ?

— Non efl fententia ; verum eff :
Credite me yobis folium recitare Sibylle !

November 1y, 1956,

SinT critice difciplinz ftudiofi in folicitandis vetes
rum auctorum locis cautiores, & in legendis ipfis
auctoribus diligentiores, atque itaintelligant, quante
diligentiz (it hxec critica ars, & quam temere faciant,
qui, ut aliquid concoquere non poflunt, aut non
fatis vel analogiz refpondens vel diale@icis precep-
tiunculis fuis conveniens putant, ita, mutare fufti-
nent; quz temeritas eft, cum a multis, tum a Cel.
Burmanno imprimis in preefatione aurea Phzedro pree-
miffa, reprehenfa; cujus ego praefationis uti tanquam
normam mihi femper propofitam habui, ad quam
quicquid et hujus facultatis dirigerem , itale@tionem
omnibus his vehementer commendatam effe cupio,
qui in hoc genere elaborare volunt. His, quae pra.
fifcine dicta velim, premiflis,, accedo nunc ad eam
difputationem, que circa dubia quazdam Juftini
loca dod&e verfatur.

1. Emendatio loci libr. ii. cap. 3. § 18. manifefte
corrupti ( cujufmodi corruptio in numeris admodum
proclivis, & propterea etiam frequens eft) que fcifcit
Vulnus fapari, mutando IMD. vel CIDID. in XV.
hon poteft non omnibus cordatis fe probare; quan=
quam ipfatam pudendi erroris ratio in obfcuro lateat :
& ut verum fatear, curiofa mihi, ne quid gravius
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dicam , femper vifa elt ea cura ac diligentia, que in
inveltigando ac definiendo eo ponitur, quod mille
diverfis modis accidere ac oriri potuit. Corrupta
lectio ita fe habet: Aisigitur Afia per mille quingentos
annos vectigalis fuit. Convenit inter nos de fincera
lectione ita reltituenda : Ais igitur Afia per quindecine
qnnos vecligalis fuit. Tu vero, pro tuo acumine,
in ipfa corrupta le@ione videris tibi cernere haud:
obfcura quedam priftinze lecionis veftigia; atque
illud per miltle ex permiffa natum effe tibi perfuades ; ut
vera hujus loci lectio hujufmodi fit : Ais igitur Afie
permiffa quindecim annos veétigalis fuit. Contra hoe
lectionis fupplementum, cujus ego neceffitatem nul-
lam video, monui, codices antiquos, qui numeros
literarum notis defcriptos preferunt, buic tue con-
je@urz nullo modo favere. Et quamvis non nega-
verim dari codices antiquos qui numeros integris
vocibus expofitos efferant; mihi tamen perfuafum
eft, plurimos dari antiquos libros, in primis hiftori-
¢os, in quibus frequentiores calculi occurrunt, qui
numeros literarum notis defcriptos reprelentent :
huic vero perfuafioni fidem faciunt & exempla &
teftimonia luculentiffima ; unicim e multis afferam
Cialent de Autidot, T =T 578 Bierin s 10t nolod Tolg
LolrioSunus arxonsimivy o Ty duduiy Exovla eupmeln poctlug ;Jm;gs‘_

A e q
O’ 74wy %81 wo

Slay dwia, xadorzp xad 70 O 74 8 1. T,
wposhicer pacls ypou i Wowsp ve wud o Dowbres puds 57;"90{;. ®e To A,
Atque oppido miror, quin etiam doleo, hoc criticze
difcipline caput, de notis numeralibus, in antiquis
codicibus varie defcriptis , nondum certis obfervas
tionibus & regulis ita efle adfridtum , & in artis for-
mamredactum, ut frivola quorundam in numeris &
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caleulis pro libidine fingendis ac refingendis intem-
peries coerceri, certe CONtra notw characteriftice de
ztate & fide codicum conftitui, poffint. Fac vero
huic tuz conjecturx quaper mille in permifla mutana
dum cenfes, a parte feripture codicum MSS. nihil
obltare; eam tamen prorfus refpuit, quem ipfe notas,
Juftini error, quiSefoftrem ab Scythis in figam actum
exercitu cum omni apparatu belli relicio , perhibet :
quumgque Jultinus fupra, § 15. diferte commemorat
Scythas a perfequendo rege reverfos , Afiam PERDO-
MITAM vez."ligalcmfcctﬂe; qui mox § 18. idem Afiam
non perdomitam, fed a Sefoftre PERMISSAM narraret.
Non agitur de fide narrationis, fed de Jultini fententia,
five vera five falfa. Neque fingendum eft Jultinum
aperte {ibi contrariari.

2. Arrianum fi hic confulamus, ille fimpliciter
memorat, Alexandrum ad Hyphafin amnem proceffiffe ,
dndos qui trans flumen habitarent , Subaéturum : tum
vero Macedonas , quum belli finem nullum cernerent
ulterius progredi noluiffe , tandemque Ceno deprecante
impetraffe ab Alexandro , ut Je ad reditum pararet ,
quoniam omnia illum ab ulteriore profeélionerevocarent.
dbi tum Alscandrum X11. aras ingentes, wymusie vy dulod
movav, conflituiffe. Nihil ille de Cuphitis; nihilde CC.
millibus equitum qui terrorem incuterent Macedoni-
bus; nihil de calris, &c. Curtius, lib. ix. c. 2.
parimodo memorat, Alezandrum , quum ad Fluvium
E {.V/’/"l/fll perveniffet, cognovifle, ulteriorem ripam colere
gentes Gangaridas & Pharrafios , eorumqueregem , XX.
millibus equitum s CC. peditum , obfidentem vias: ad
hee quadrigarum Maf. trahere , O precipuum terrorem
elephantos quos MMM, numerus expleret. Tum yero
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Macedonas regem. fequi ulterius detreétaffe ; Canoque
deprecante impetraffe , ut reditum in patriam pararent ;
fubjungit vero : Zertio die proceffit, erigique XII aras’
€x quadrato Saxo , monumentum expeditionis fue;
amunimenta quoque caflrorum juffit exiendi, cubiliaque

mplioris forme quam pro corporym habitu relinqui , ut
[/71 ciem omnium augeret pn/leri/at[ fa//ax miraculum
preparans. Gemina fere babet Plutarchus in Alex,
Quifquis hzee cumJuftino comparat, facile intelliget,
Juftinam quamvis eandem hiftoriam commemoret 5
nihilominus in precipuis quibufdam fa@i circume
frantiis, & Alexandri confiliis, ab his fcriptoribus
difcrepare : maxime autem in eo, quod duplex caf-
trorum tam infolita magnificentia conftruendorum
confilium fuiffe dicit, alterum quod /ofles, alterum
quod pofieros, {petaret. § 16. Motus his tam juflis
precibus ., velut in finem viclorie , cafira folito magni-
ficentiora fieri juffit , quorum molitionibus & HOSTIS
terreretur, ET POSTERIS admiratio [ui relinqueretur,
De priore confilio , nim. ut hoflis terreretur , altum
apud reliquos filentium. Ex quo clarum effe arbitror ,
ipfum Juftinum receptam lectionem & omnibus codi-
cibus probatam tueri, tuam vero emendationem
refpuere : quandoquidem enim caflra folito magnifi-
centiora, velut in finemviélorie fieri juffit, hoc nonnifa
de ultima 4c recente aliqua victoria accipi potelt.
Quod i enim ad {uperiores victorias refpexiflet Juf-
tinus , dicendum fuiffet (uti ipfe agnofcis) in finem
vicloriarum , perinde atque fupra § 10. habet: Non
minus victoriarum numero quam /nbm‘ibus/&/ﬁzs. Jam
vero altera illa confilii ratio, quam reliqui omnes
filentio premunt, nimiram u¢ 2oflis terrerciur, non
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potuit locum habere, i, intadis hoftibus, caftra
movere ac difcedere fuerat conflitutum, Unde enim
terror Cuphitis effet injectus, fi caftra tantum d wmedio
TGV Gl § wempoy pévwy fuillent Cf)ll ﬂ.l'll ta& relicta ? Etenim
omiffis hoftibus, qux WﬂOl:mf‘ quis Zerror 2 quee
deinde gratulatio ? Gratulationis vocem autem de
folemnibus vicimis ob lxtum eventum, feu de
xagisnglos, qualia Arrianus memorat, paflim ufurpari,
nemini qui in le®ione veterum tritas aures habet,
poteft efle obfcurum. Ut taceam illud omiffis, tan-.
quam quod inceptum aliquod, immo etiam neglec-
tum, involvit, mihinon re®earridere , atque etiam
aftilo Juftinialienum videri. Caxterum quzede Orofii
wtate, fcopo, fide prolixe difputas, parum ad rem
facere videntur. Conflat inter omnes Orofium in
plerifque Juftinum ita preffe , ne dicam fuperftitiofe ,
effe fecutum , ut cjus fere verbis ac fententiis paflim
loqui videatur: & infinitis prope in locis Juftini lec-
tionem & fententiam, quam quidem ii libri, quibus
Orofius ufus’ e}, preferebant, ex Orofio probabili
ratione intelligi, confirmari, ac reftitui poffe, dudum
oftenderunt viri do&i, Immo & h. 1. qui non videat,
Orofium Juftini narrationem ante oculos habuiffe,
eum ego nihil omnino cernere prope dixerim : unde
enim Orofius Cofidum feu Cuphitum nomen omnibus
aliis indiGum, nifi ex Jultino hauferit ? Quod vero,
fiitaeft, quis non intelligit, Orofium apudJuftinum
non omiffis aut intaélis hoflibus, fed cefis hoflibus,
In fuis legiffe libris, atque ita Jultinum interpretari ?

4 Verum equidem eft urbem captam ‘obfidione
cingi non poffe: fed an ea non poflit DEFENDI a
prafidils arci impofitis ? hoc queeritur; arce enim
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ab obfidione liberata, & urbs, quamvis jam capta,
ab omni periculo defenfa liberatur Fe quoties non,
qui ingeniofc dicere volunt, ac ludunt in antithefis,
rem fupra fidem augent, uttanto major effe videatur ?
5 Quew de Syriz oppidisjure belli fa&is P. R. novif-
fime commentus es, nodum omnino folverent, nify
paiachronifmo effent fuperftruéta: feedus enim illud
cum Antiocho per legatos pacem petente initum ,
cujus priora verba ex Livio, lib. xxxviii. c. 37. eXcitas,
bauc Antiochi in Egypram expeditionem , quam
Jultious |, lib xxxi c¢. 1. memorat, non praceflit,
fed demum aliquo temporis intervallo fubfecutum
eft. Vide an non huc pertineat, qua memoriz prodita
habet Livius, lib. xxxiii, ¢. 34. Secundum ifla jam
()‘/u'n/iua', dr decem legati | legationes regum, gentium .,
cwitatumque audivere.. Primi omnium regis Antiochi
vocati legati funt: his eadem., que fere Rome erant
verba fine fide rerumjaétata: nihil jam perplexe, ut ante,
quum dubie res incolumi Philippo erant, Jed aperte
pronunciatum , ut excederet Afie urbibus, que aut
PHILIPPI aut PTOLOMAI regum  fuiffent, &c. Conf,
& ejuld. libri, cap. 39 & 40. Hoc efto nunc Catone
contentus. Vale, & rem tuam ex voto gere,

ZURICI HELVETIORUM , ad d. 3. Martini Epifcopi.
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M. BREITINGER ¢ M. Giagox.

PRECLARISSIME AC NOBILISSIME VIR,

QUAN()U»\M ex longo jam tempore feverioribug
Muhs me toram dare, hifque facris operari infityj A
immo etiam in iis acquiefcere per reliquum vite {pa-
tium conftitutum habeo ; non injucundum tamen fuit
fubinde invitantibus amicis in ameniora hzc litera-
rum vireta oble@andi animi gratia exfpatiari ; & quo-
tiefcunque intellexi effe aliquem qui ad hzc literarum
ftudia excolenda animum adjiciat, non defliti admo-
vere ltimulgs, ac fungi vice cotis , acutum reddere
qux ferrum valeat, exfors ipfa fecandi. Quapropter
nihil mihi obtingere potuiffet aut jucundius aut magis
cxoptandum » Quam a te dvavdpw primum , hunc etiam
aperto marte ac fronte, ad hwec literarum ftudia,
priftinas meas delicias, deduci: & laudo hoc tuum
ingenium, tuamque fagacitatem , que non ftimulo ,
fed freno potius opus habere videtur; atque magno-
pere velim alium pro me tibi obtigiffe , cui majus
fuba&tum ingenium , majorque doctrinz copia effet,
quicum hunc callem terere poffes,

Multus es in defendenda emendatione loci Juftin.
lib. xii. ¢, 8.8 1>, ubi tu pro cefis hoflibus conrra
omnium codicum fidem ex ingenio , fubftituendum
cenfes omiffis hoflibus ; quam ego emendationem., in
fuperioribus meis, variis induétis rationibus, oppug-
fiaveram, Equidem non eft animus denuo in hanc
difputationem defcendere, aut fingulatim ea quee ad
diluendas meas rationes in medium abs te adlata funt,
fub incudem fevocare. Strictim tantum exponam,
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cur ego nec receptam lectionem follicitandam , ned
propofitam abs te emendationem admittendam effe
cenfeam. Nemo eft qui non fateri cogatur receptam
ac codicum fide & confenfu probatam le&tionem, in
fe fpe@atam, booum & apertum fenfum fundere,
nec a ftilo Juftini, nec a Latini fermonis ratione
abludere. Quod vero recepta ifthzc lectio , commilf-
fum cum Cuphitis prelium memorat, de quo apud
reliquos fcriptores qui res Alexandri meémori® pro-
diderunt, altum quidem filentium eft; (quamquam
nemo {it illorum qui hoc prelium commifflum effe
negaverit; ) an hoc, inquam, nos ad follicitandam
conRantcm codlcum lectionem inducere debeat, ut
pro commiffo preelio illad omiffum effe, Juftinum diferte
cogamus pronuntiare ? Ego quidem neceflicatem
nullam video. Quod fi hzc licentia daretur arti
criticee, ut {i quz in aliquo {criptore facta legimus
commemorata , que ab aliis filentio involvantur,
illa ftatim expungenda, aut per contortam emendas
tionem in contrarium plane fenfum forent convers
tenda, nihil fere certum aut conftans in hiftoricorum
fcriptorum commentariis reperiretur. Quo minus
autem tuam, vir nobiliffime, emen(htmnc admit-
tere poflim, duz potiffimum obftant rationes: altera
eft, quod admiffa tua’emendatione, reliquee Juftind
orationi fua non amplius ratio conftet : fed integrum
illud comma foret expungendum: quid enim fibi
vellet omiffis hoflibus in cafira REVERTERUNT | quz
cur unquam relinquerent, admiffa tua emendatione,
nulla ratio aut neceflitas fuit ? Altera vero. ratio,
quz iftam tuam emendationem refpuerc videtur, hec
eft, quod phralis omittere hofles , omiflis hoflibus ,
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Juftino admodum trita, nofquam eodem fenfu , quo
tuadhibes, quantum qgi(leln memini, apud Juftinum
occurrit : nufquam enim MILITES dicunegr omittere
hofles, fed belli duces, penes quos fummum imperium
elt, non illi quorum eft Imperata facere | & qui hoc
ipfo loco deprecati funt, ncJubcrentuf;m?phu_\ it
holte copgredi: gcccdlt quod phm.hs lla omiffis
hoflibus aliis in locis non FINEM belli fed MUTATION
NEM involvit : infpice locum a temet excitatum ,

lib. xxvii. c. 3. § 6. Sed omiffo externo hofle in mutuum

exitium BELLUM reparant. Addo ego locum alterum ,

Iib. xxix. ¢. 2 § 7. Hujufeemodi oratione impulit Phi-
lippum ut omiffis grolis BELLUM Romanis inferret , &¢.,
Czterum fufficit Orofium fuo tempore apud Jultinum
legille cafis hoftibus , quo recepta lectio mirifice cone
firmatur, perinde ut illa magnopere vacillaret, i in

ejus wmtatis Julini codicibus omiffis hoflibus fuiffe
leGtum conltat.

J
11s que bactenus in hanc rem difputat

non habeo.

Moves denique, vir nobiliffime, ne e
chorda oberremus, neve

De Syriz civitatibus Jure belli fuctis P, P, quod,

afunt, addam,

adem femper
amicz difputationi materia
defit, novam quzltionem circa I, Jul. Ceefiris confu-
latum , quemadiitKal. Jan. A. V, , DCXCV. anno
@tatis XLI. | quum per annales le

ges nemini licuerit,
hunc magiftr

atum petere ante annum zratis XLIIL
At vero hanc Vil » ut ceteras annales leges, non
fuiffe Perpetuz obfervationis, & fatti & biftoriarum
Mmonumenta docent ; apud Liv. lib. viii. ¢. 4 relacum
legimus | Mario Rutilo & Q. Servilio Ahala coff]

plebifcito Cautum, ‘ne quis eundem magiltratum
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jntra X. annos capelferet : non tamen videtur autlex
ifta perlata aut poftea quicquam valuiffe. Qccurrit
enim 1L poft iftos cofl. anno apud Faftorum condi.
tores ipfumque T. Livium, T. Manlius Torquatus,
qui IV. ante annos ; poftea IVL. Valerius Corvus ,
qui VIIL; L. Papirins Craffus, qui VL coff, fuerant.
Immo unus L. Papirius Curfor intra VIIL annos
quaternos confulatus geflit: quod fieri, lata bac lege,
vel certe falva, non poterat. Huc etiam pertinent
quz Dio Caff. lib. 1. § 56. dealialege annali memorat:
Pompeius, inquit, reflituit legem de Comitiis, que jubet,
ut magiftratum aliqguem ambientes ad ipfa omnino Comi=
tl'apl‘w/)oﬁnt, ( S5e pndivee ol dapiirfes ) negleclam omnino
renovavit; & S. G. paulo prius faétum , ut qui in urbe
magifiratus ge[fiffent, exterrias provincias, ante V. annt
exitum , ne fortirentur , corn Grmavit, Nec vero puduit
Pompeium, quitum eas promulgaverat, ipfum Hifpanie
imperium in aliud quinguennium paulo pof? accipere: &
Cefari (cujus amici indigniffime has leges ferebant)
abfenti quogue confulatus petendi. poteflatem  eodem
decreto concedere , &c. Quod vero jam ad Villianam
illam annalem legem attinet, nec eam conftanter ita
fuiffe obfervatam, ut nunquam migraretur, vel ex
ipfo Ciceronis loco, Orat. contra Rullum, colligi
poteft, ubi gloriatur quod. ex novis hominibus pris
mus, & quidem prima petitione, a@nno Juo, hoc
honore fuerit auctus; cum qui ante ipfum- ex hoc
hominum genere , anno fuo petierint, fine repulfa,
nou fincfacti confules. Ex hoc enim loco quz Villian®
legis vis fuerit, quum patricius aut confulars ex
genere confulatum peteret , intelligi non
Certe Dolabella, cxfo Cxfare, anno non
‘ fuo

antiquo

potelt.
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fuo, quippe XXV annos natus, tefte Appiano confu-
latum invafit, qua de re Dio Cafl. Iib, xliv. § 2
‘0 AonoBirnag s 7ty oy dgaonvs %tk mep undara of 7 gorrsusay iranle.
Et Suetonius, c. 18 tantum non diferte memorat
Julio contra leges aliquid fuiffe conceflum : fed cum
ediélis jam Comitils , ratio ejus /m.berf non /J?ﬁ-/ , nifi
privatus introiffet urbem , & ambienti ut legibus folve-
retur , multi contradicerent , coaclus efl triumphum
ne confulati excluderetur, dimiitere, Quam in rem
etiam apud Dionem Cafl. libr. xliv, Antonius in
oratione funebri diferte hac mermorat: Towdder ned 7o
imuluia a1y 82 787 (fcil ob expeditionem Hifpanicam )
n®lonsSe vol Ty dxnv T §rodloy EYOYS uxole, —— 77'[({/)7[)/10
omiffo, cum res urgeret actifque vobis pro eo /innore ,
quem [fibi ad gloriam fatis ¢ffe ducebat, gratiis | confu-~
latum accepit. Ita quum vix annus deeflet, quo minus
confulatum petere liceret Julio , aliquid fuiffe ei con.
ceffum, ut triumphum dimitteret, manifeftum ef:
quod fi etiam ex lege annali confulaty excludere eum
voluiffent, non intelligo, qua ratione ipfi, quod ad
triumphihonorem attinet , repulfam dare potuiflent.

Oblatas animadverfiones in Salchlini libellum Mu-
feo; Helv. inferendas, quanquam Gallico idiomate
conferiptas, cupide exciperem; nifi Mufei illius
curfus ad tempus foret inhibitus; nec dum conftat
utrum, & quando. typographo licuerit aut placuerit,
ifthoc opus novo aliquo tomo augere,

Vale, Vir Nobiliflime, rem tuam ex animi fen-
tgntia age, meque ama hominem ad omnia hyma-
ntatis officia paratiffimum. BreitTinGerUM,

ZURrcr HELVETIORUM » Kal. Mart,

e

CIBIoceLyn,
VoL Il D

>
2
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N° VI
M. GisBON @ M. GESNER.
MONSIEUR,

CHEZ les Romains , ce peuple généreux, quinous
a laiflé tant de chofes 2 admirer & A imiter, les vieux
jurifconfultes, queleurslongstravaux avoient rendus
les oracles du barreau, ne fe croyoient pas inutiles a
la république, lorfqu’ils cherchoient & développer, &
former des talens naiffans, & a fe donner de dignes
fucceffeurs. Je voudrois la rétablir cette coutume
excellente , & la tranfporter méme dans les autres
fciences. Quiconque connoit tant foit peu vos ouvras
ges & votre réputation, ne vous refufera pas, je penfe,
letitre d’'un des premiers littérateurs du fiecle , & je
ne crois pas qu’'une folle préfomption m’égare, lorfs
que je m’attribue quelques difpofitions a réuflir dans
les Belles Lettres. Votre commerce pourroit m’étre
d’une grande utilité. Voila mon feul titre pour vous
le demander. Dans lefpérance qu’il pourra vous
engager 2 me l'accorder, je vais vous demander des
éclairciffemens fur quelques difficultés, & des décifions
fur quelques conjectures qui fe font offertes a mon
elprit

1- Qui étoit ce Pifon le Pére, & qui Horace adrefle
fon art poétique? M. Dacier croit que c’étoit ce
L. Pifon le pontife qui triompha pour fes exploits en
Thrace, & quimourut préfetdela Ville A. U. C. 785 .
Mais 11 eft évident que ce ne fut point lui. Horace
écrivit fon art poétique avant 'an 734, puifqu'il y
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parle de Virgile, qui mourut dans cette année, . d’une
facon & faire bien comprendre qu'il étoit encore
vivant ®, Or dans un autre endroit du méme art poé-
dquc !, il s’adreffe a l'.:xiné .du?‘ fils de ce Fifon comme
a un jeune homme qui avoit lefpric déja formé,

O major juvenum. quamyis & voce paterng
Fingeris ad reclum & per te [apis.

Ce quine peut gures convenir qu’a un'jeune homme
de dix huit, A vingtans. Mais ce L. Pifon ne pouvoit
pointavoir dans ce tems Laun fils an(l agé. Il mourut
€n 785, agé de quatre vingtans *. 1l naquit donc en
705, & iln’avoit que trente ans tout au plus, quand
cette épitre fut écrite. Je vois affez clairement, que
ce ne pouvoit pas étre liale Pifon que nous cherchons;
mais , parmi un aflez grand nombre de perfonnages
dufiecle d’Augufte qui portoient ce nom, je voudrois
qu'on m’aidat & trouver celui fur qui les foupgons
peavent tomber avec quelque vraifemblance.

2. Vousfavez combien les critiques fe font don-
n¢ de peine, pour rechercher le vrai but qu'avoit
Horace dans la troifitme ode du troifiéme livre. La
grandeur des idées, & la noblefle des expreflions y
font fentir partout la main de maitre : mais on el}
ala fois fiché & furpris d'y voir que le commence-
ment ne fe lie point avec la fuite, quela harangue
de Junon paroit ne tenir A rien, & n'aboutir 4 rien;
& apres avoir admiré cecte ode par parties,
peut gueres s'empécher d’en condamner Penfemble.
Taneguy le Fevre 'avoit expliquée parun fyfteme
que M. Dacier trouve mériter autant d’éloges que

D a

on ne
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Pode elle méme, & qui en effet me paroit des plus
Jolis. Vous favez qu'il le fonde fur la crainte qu’il
préte au peuple Romain de voir transférer 2 Ilium le
ficge de I'empire ; & qu'il fuppofe qu'Horace com-
pofa cette ode dans la vue de détourner Augufte de
ce deflein, en lui rappelant toute la part que les
Dieux avoient eu a la déftruction de cette ville, &
combien le mortel qui oferoit la rebatir s’'expoferoit
tout le courroux de ces mémes Dieux. Le peuple
pouvoit d’autant plus facilement fuppofer ce deffein
a ce prince, que fon pere adoptif en avoit été foup-
conné ”. Maisje doute que ce fyfteme puifle fe fou-
tenir. Et on ne fauroit jamais prouver ces craintes
prétendues du peuple Romain, quifont méme fans
vraifemblance ; Augufte fe diftingua toujours parles
foins particuliers qu’il donna a la ville de Rome, qui
devoient raflurer le peuple contre toutes les craintes
d’une pareille efpece. On peut en voir le détail dans
lavied’Augufte par Suctong , c.28, 29, 30, Jen’en
marquerai que deux: il engagea la plupart des
grands a orner la ville, par des batimens fuperbes®,
&ilbatitun Templea Varsle Vengeur, ot il ordonna
que le [énat s'affembleroit toutes les fois qu’il feroit
queftion de guerres ou de triomphes”. Sont-ce I3 les
actions d'un homme qui fonge i fe faire une nouvelle
capitale ? L’exemple de fon oncle ne pouvoit conclure ;
ce fut verslafin de fa vie qu’ildut concevoir ce projet,
dans un tems ol la profpérité lavoit aveuglé &
engag¢ dans mille démarchesfolles & mal entendues,
qu’Augulte fe piqua toujours d’éviter avec foin. La
{age opiniatreté avec laquelle il refufa toujours Ja
dictature, peut fervir de preuve & ce que je dis °.
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Voila les raifons qui m’empéchent d’acquiefcer au
fyfteme de Taneguy le Fevre. Jen fuis fach¢, & je
ne ferai tout & fait content quelorfque vous m’aurez
fourni une autre explication de cette ode, plus
folide fans doute, & qui en applanira également les
difficultés. ; ; :

3. Antiochus, roi de Syriey avoit pris plufieurs
villes de la Ceele-Syrie & de la Paleftine au jeune
Ptolémée, alorsfouslatutelle des Romains. Ceux-ci
prennent la défenfe de leur éleve, & ordonnent au
roi de Syrie de les rendre. Il méprife ces ordres, &
Ies retient. Sur quoi on lui envoye une feconde
ambaflade, laquelle laiffant de coté les prétenfions
du jc'une prince, lui ordonna de rendre des villes,
que le peuple Romain avoit acquifes par le droit de
la guerre, civitates jure belli faclas populi, Romani.
Ce font-la les termes de Juftin’, qui nous jetent
dans une difficulté embarraffante. On ne congoit pas
comment les Romains pouvoient avoir acquis des
villes dans la Syrie, & dans I'Egypte, puifque, bien
loin d'y avoir fait des conquétes, ils ne portérent
leurs armes en Afie que pluficurs années apres cette
€poque. On connoit bien un traité qu'ils avoient fait
avec les Rois d'Egypte avant ce temps '*, mais
c'étoit un pur traité d'alliance & d’amitié qui ne fut
précédénifuivi d’aucune guerre. Jai cru que I'examen
des autres hiftoriens, qui ont raconté ces mémes
événemens, pouvoit jeter quelques lumitres furun
paffage de Juftin aufli obfcur que celui-la. Mais
Tite Live, qui parle plufieurs fois ™ des négocia-
tions par lefquelles les Romains tachérent ‘de faire
rendre a Prolémée les villes d’Afie, quion lui avoit

D3
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prifes, ne parle nulle part de ce droit de la guerre
en vertu duquel les Romains les demandoient. Le
favant V1. Breitinger, profeffeur en langue Grecque &
Zurich , a qui jai communiqué cette difficulté,
apres avoir tenté en vain de la réfoudre, a été obligé
enfin de Ja laiffer fans explication. — Mais ,

Nil defperandum , Teucro duce; & aufpice Teucro.

4. Un différent que Scaliger & Ifaac Voflius onteun
enfemble, fur la véritable époque de la mort du
poéte Catulle, a fait beaucoup de bruit dans la répus

lique des lettres. Je n'ai point eu en main les picces
du proces, favoir les ¢ditions de Catulle de ces deux
hommes célebres ; mais Bayle ** nous a donné un
extrait fort détaillé de leur difpute , y ajoutant fes
propres réflexions. Je fuis faché de ne pouvoir pas
remonter aux fources ; mais dansla néceflité de me
fervir de rapporteur, je n’en connois point de meilleur
que Bayle,

Quoique des habiles littérateurs fe foient exercés
fur cette queftion, je fuis bien loin de la regarder
comme parfaitement éclaircie. Voffius me paroit
avoir trop avancé la mort du poéte, Scaliger I'a cer-
tainement trop reculée. Catulle ne mourut pas bien
furement A, U. C. 696 ; mais il ne vecut pas non plus
jufquaux jeux féculaires d’Augulte A. U. C. 736.
Prouvons ce que nous avons avancé, & cherchons
Tépoque en queltion , qui doit fe trouver entre ces
deux annees.

Catulle parle de 1a Grande Bretagne & de fes habi-
tans ", or Céfar futle premier qui fit connoitre cette
ifle aux Romains ™, & Céfar y fit fa premiere expé-
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dition en 698 **. Aufli bien Catulle parle-t-il.du
fecond confulat de Pompée , qui tombe fur la méme
année ‘. 1l vivoit méme _encore en 706, puifqu'il
parle auffi du confulatde V:ltix\aius. 7 Jene veux pas
me fervir des argumens de SCﬂhgcﬁ‘ pour prouver
qu'il fut fpectateur des trlomph(‘_s de Céfar , parceque
je ne les crois pns‘dc bon alloi. Je me dffpcnfcrai
d’examiner en détail fi les paroles paterna prima lanci-
nata funt bona, &c. ** conviennent micux: aux pre-
mieres victoires de Céfar qu'aux dernitres, parceque
je crois quil n’y eft queftion ni des unes nides autres.
Il 'y a qu’a lire cette épigramme avec quelque
attention pour voir que Catulle s'addreffe toujours a
Célar dans la feconde perfonne::

Cinede Romule, hac videbis b feres 2
LEs impudicus , & yorax , & helluo.

Pendant que Mamurra y paroit tovjours dansla troi-
fitme perfonne, ce qui eft le casdans les lignes :

Parum expatravit ¢ an paryum helluatus eflé
Paterna prime lancinata funt bona.

Il 0’y eft donc nullement queftion des diffipations
de Céfar, mais de celle de Mamurra; & toutes les
conféquences qu'on en peut tirer par rapport aux
triomphes de celui 14, font illégitimes **.

D'un autre coté, Catulle ne veeut pas jufquaux
jeux féculaires d’Augufte, puifqu’il mourut avant
Tibulle. Ovide, dans I'élegie quiil fit expres fur la
mort de ce dernier, met Catulle parmi les poétes,
que fon ami devoit rencontrer & fa defcente dans lcs
Champs Elyfées:
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Si tamena nobis aliquid nifi nomen & umbra
Reftat: in Elyfia Valle Tibullus erit,

Obvius huie venias hedera juvenilia cinélus
Zempora , cum Calyo , docle Gatulle tuo **.

Mais dans quel temps Tibulle mourut-il ? Une
petite épigramme de Domitius [Vlarius nous l'ap-
prend : le méme jour, ou du moins lamémeannée ,
que Virgile :

e quoque Virgilio comitem non equa, Tibulle,
Mors juyencm Campos mifit ad Elyfios**,

Or perfonne n’ignore que Virgile mourut le 22 Sep-
tembre 734, 1l eft donc clair que Catulle , déja
mort dans ce temps-la, ne vit point les jeux féculai-
res quine fe célébrerent qu’en 736.

Avancgons plus loin, & difons, que Catulle étoit
déjamort avant 721. Je me fonde fur le témoignage
d’un hiftorien contemporain, ami de Cicéron *' &
de Catulle lui- méme **; en un mot de Cornélins
Nepos. Ilfautle développer ce témoignage. Dansla
vie d’Atticus , que cet écrivain nous a laiffée , parlant
d'un certain L. Julius Calidius, & qui Atticus rendit
de grands fervices, il ajoute pour le faire micux
connoitre, quem poft Lucretii Catullique mortem, multo
eleganti(fimum poetam, nofiram tuliffe etatem vere videor
pojfe contendere *’. Catulle étoit donc mort lorfque
Nepos écrivit ce paffage. Mais ne pourroit on pas
fixer le temps de fa compofition ? trés-facilement :
de vingt deux chapitres qui, compofent cette vie
d’Atticus dix huit furent publiés de fon vivant.
Haclenus Attico vigo hec a nobis edita fun S5 wle
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paffage, ou il eft parlé dela mort de Catulle, fe trouve
dans le douzieme chapitre; d’otil senfuit que Catulle
mourut avant Atcicus. IVIais celui- ci finit {2 vie fous
le confulat de Cn. Domitius & de C. Sofius*’. Si
Pon vouloit poufler l’cxa&ifudc encore plus loin, &
qu'on eiit envie de déterminer T'année préf:ifc de Ia
mort de notre poéte, on ne fe tromperoit pas de
beaucoup en prenant 'année moyenne entre A. U, C,
706 & 721 ;5 ce qui nous donnera 714, époque qui
quadre fort bien avec tout ce que nous en fayons
dailleurs,

Le feul argument de Scaliger, qui pourroit em-
barrafler, elt celui qu'il tire du poéme féculaire que
Catulle doit avoir compofé. Laconje@urede Voflius
qu'on célébra des jeux au commencement du VIL
ficcle de Rome n'eflt pas foutenable. Je doute que
celle de Bayle vaille mieux. Le commencement de
ce fiecle étoit marqué par tant de défordres , on
négligeoit tellement les anciennes cérémonies *, qu'il
n'y pas d’apparence qu'on ait congu le deffein de
célébrer de pareils jeux, ni que le peuple s’y attendit.
IMais quel befoin de fuppofer que ce poéme avoit été
compofé pour les féculaires. N’eft.il pas bien plus
naturel de le croire deftiné pour la féte de Diane qui
fe célébroit tous les ans au mois d’Aolit; Bentley
avoit déja fait cette conjecture **. On peut la con-
firmer par Ia comparaifon du poéme féculaire
d'Horace avec ce morcean de Catulle. Dans celui - ci
les garcons & les filles ne font quun cheur pour
s'adreffer en commun 4 Diane ;

Diane fumus in fide
Puelle b pyeri integri*’,
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Au licu que dans Horace les' garcons sadreffent &
Apollon, les filles 2 Diane:

Supplices audi pueros Apollo ,
Siderum Regina bicornis audi,
Luna puellas*’.

Cette diftin&ion leur avoit été méme ordonnée par
Toracle qui leur enjoignit la célébration de ces jeux **.
Je m’arréte: en voila bien affez pour une fois. Je
dois fentir que vos momens font précieux, & il faut
au moins vous difpofer a ne pas trouver mauvaife la
liberté que jai prife , en n’en abufant pas.
Jai Thonneur d’étre, avec beaucoup de confi.
dération ,
Monfieur, &c.
Evwarb Gisson,

Ne VIL

M. GESNER @ M. GIBBON,

y UERITUR de Pifonibus quibus honorem in
Arte Poetica habuit Horatius. Dacerius & Sanadonus
forte fidem apud te, Gibbone , Vir Doiffime, in-
venturi erant facilius, fi auctorem fententiz fuwe
laudaffent, fine quo ea levis, & hariolationi fimilis |
vidert poteft, & quz® argumento etlam non nimis
valido everti queat. Jam vero eftrilla Porphyrionis
antiqui hominis, qui eam forte debet antiquiori,
qui de nominibus Horatianis feripfit. Hic ergo Por-
phyrio, uteltex optimis libris editus , Hunc librum
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inquit, qui inferibitur de Arte Poetica ad I, Pifonem ;
qui_poflea urbis cuflos fuit, mifit. Nam & ipfe Pifo
poeta fuit, & fludiorum liberalium antifles. At wtas
non convenit! Immo pulchre. Mortuus eft ijle Pifo,
Tacito tefte, (An. 1 vi.c. 19.) octogenarius A, U,
785. Geflit prefecturam urb{s annis XX, ; fufcepit
eigo A. U. 765. Antequam illud munus {ufciperet,
debet feripta effe epiftola de Arte Poetica ( quam ego
fufpicor fuiffe aliquando fecundi libri tertiam ): quia
Porphyrio dicit, qui poftea urbis cuftos fuit. Ponamus
natum effe Pifoni majorem filiorum anno etatis XXX,
cumque filium annos XVI. habuiffe, cum ad illum
ifta {criberet Horatius (366.) : O major juvenum, &c.
Scripta erit Ars Poetica anno z atis Horatii LII.
quod pulchre convenit cum Bentleianis rationibus,
quas ego, cum ante hos fere annos Horatium ederem,
comperi hactenus certe juftas effe, ut diligenterlicet
attendenti ; nihil occurrerit, quod 1llis repugoet. Si
putemus in adolefcentem XVI. annorum

,» Non con-
venire landem,

quam 1lli tribuit Horatius (quod
mihi quidem contra videtur) prius natum poffumus V.
vel X, adeo annis dicere. At Virgilius vivebat adhue
cum Artem Poeticam feriberet Horatius, qui mor-
tuuselt A. U. 734. cum vir XXX. annorum effet Pifo,
nec filium habere poffet X.vel XILad fummum annis
majorem.  Primo nec ipfum hoc forte abfurdum
putarint quidam, juvenem hic vocari precocis ingenil
& do&rinz puerum decennem. Huc quidem ztate
Poetas fuiffe Hugonem Grotium aliofque novimus:
& liberaliys, credo, utebantur aulici homines juyenis
“T’P"“nfione, poltquam nequiter adeo Ciceroni €X«
probrayerat Puecrum quod vocaffet O&ayium.
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Sed quod pace tua dixerim,Vir Humaniffime, nihil
caufe video cur in vivis adhuc fuiffe, ftatuendum
fit Virgilium, fcribente Artem Horatio. Neque enim
fimpliciter eo loco vivi poetx mortuis opponuntur,
{ed antiquinovis : non fola Libitina facrare poetam
potelt ; fed annos jam plures mortuus fic, fecundum
iftos Jmhcc< oportet:

& Eflgetus atque probus, centum qui perficit annos.”

Vide, quafo, epiftolam lib:i fecundi primam.

2. De Horatii ode libri tertii tertia , fententiam
dixi in meisad illum obfervationibus, quas tibi vifas
non puto, quare hic repetam & explicabo. Lufit
Auguftus ceenas Deorum nonnunquam. Notum eft
ex Suetonio (L ii. ¢. 70.), male audiffe aliquando
ceenam illius dwdexe $¢dv, h.e. duodecim illorum Deo-
rum, quibus pulvinaria, feu lecti fternebantur in Capi-
tolio (e. g. Liv. xxii. ro.) Quid i Horatius juffus
vel injuflus feripfit verfus tali dramati aptos? Quid
fi, cum male audirent id genus ludi, voluit, hoc
velut fpecimine propofito, perfuadere hominibus,
cfle illos innocentes, civiles, Romani populi ftudiis
conformes ? Voluit eadem ode blandiri gentiJuliz,

,quze origines] Trojanos ab /Enea, & lulo dudum
.1doptavcr1t Aditum fibi parat ad eam rem pulcher-
rimum poeta. Fortitudo cum juftitia homines ad
Deos perducit. Inter hos jam eft noftra admiratione

& predicatione, Auguﬁus, & (ut eodem circiter
tempore cecinit, Od. iii. ¢. 5. § 2.) prefens divus habe.
bitur. Nempe non minus meritorum ac juris habet
Auguftus quam habuit olim cum Baccho Romulus:
qui tamen non fine difficultate receptus eft, donec
gratum clocuta ¢t funo Diis confiliantibus,  Hujus
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oratio ejufdem plane arg'umycngi eft, cujus illa Vir-
giliana, (En. 1.xii. v. 791 & fég.) Et potuit Hora-
tius illud argumentum eligere, fi vel punquam
ferio cogitavit de transferenda Imperil fede Auguftus.
Potuit ea re gratum facere principi, .ﬁ creder_et ipfe
populus damnari in 'aula confilivm illud antiquum
Julii Cefaris, calamitofum Romz ac deteftabile.
Quod hic longior eft, & zuSyrixdlsgor, quam ab illo
exordio aliquisex{pectaret; nz ignarus fuerit naturze
carminis lyrici, quatenus illa exemplis veterum cog-
nofcitur, quilongum adeo excurfum {i, vel excurfus
fit, reprehendat.

3. Durus fatis nodus effe debet, qui non modo
eruditum atque ingeniofum juvenem fed veteranum
etiamin hisliteris virum, Breitingerum, cujus nomen
femper cum honore ufurpo, potuit tenere. Qui enim
poftulare potuitlegatio populi Romani,“civitates jure
¢ belli fuas fa@asreftituiin integrum ab Antiocho,”
quas paulo ante Senatus Ptolemui pupilli fui effe
dixerat ? Qui potuere R omani juri belli afferere fibi
urbes Afiz,in quam aliquot demum annis poft primus
“ omnium Romanorum ducum Scipio cum exercitu
“ trajecit ?” (Kpit. Liv. 1 xxxvii.) Verum folvi
tamen poteft hic nodus, etiam non adhibito Alex-
andri gladio, modo feriem illarum rerum apud ipfum.
Juftinum atque Livium infpiciamus. Hic (I xxxi c.
14.), Philippo, inquit, animos faciebat—fwdus iclum
cum Antiocho Syrie rege, divifeque Jamcum eo fgypii
9Pes, cui, morte audita Ptolemai regis, ambo imminebant,
Jultinus (lib. xxx. ¢. 2. ), Legatos Alexandrini ad
Romanos mifere, otantes ut tutelam pupilli fui fufcipes.
rént, iuerenturque regnRum ,g,;,g‘m[: quod jam P/;iﬁp[)wm




e T
46 LETTERS TO AND FROM

& Antiochum, facla inter [e pactione, divififfedicebant.
Nec vero inter pacta res fubfitit.  Antiochus enim,
dum occupatus in Romano bello ¢/l Philippus, (tefte
Livio, lib. 33./c. 19.) omnibus que in' Gele-
civitatibus Ptolomai in fuam poteflatem redaclis ; fimul
per omnem oram. Cilicieque & Garie tentaturus erat
urbes que in ditione Prolemai ¢ffent ; fimulque Philippunz
cxercitu navibufque adjuturus.  Interea debellatur
vinciturque a Quintio Philippus. Abeodem Quintio
jam (Liv. lib. xxxiil. c. 34. aperte pronunciatur legatis
Antiochi, jure belli & victorize nimirum, ut excederet
Afie urbibus, quelaut Philippi aut Ptolemei regum
Juiffent. Obfeurius igitur brevitate, fed verum tamen
{cripfic Juftinus,

Ecquid te penitet, GIBBONE Vir Do&iflime,
literis ita humanis laceflitum 1viffe fenem frigidum &

)

ria funt

inertem, qui per duos menfes poflit differre refponfis
onem ad epiftolam ita blandam, ita fibi honorificam ?
Non conjiciam caufam longi filentii in feneGutem,
quamquam hzxc quoque incipit fufflaminare nonnuna
quam conatus meos, ut fentiam circafeptuagefimum,
demptis tribus, wtatis annum, non ita me jam imperare
poffe ingenio, ut annis fuperioribus. Sed cum alias
in otium concedere - paullatim detur fenibus, mihi
adhuc pene contra evenit, ut {fubinde novae mibi cura
imponantur. Adfcriptus fum focietatibusaliquot, ut
Berolinenfi, & noftre Scientiarum; hanc etiam per
vices femeftres juflus dirigere: pricfidere foleo fingulis
hebdomadis “focietati apud nos Germanice; {ub-
mitteré autem fcriptiunculas qualdam meas Latinze
Jenenfi. Bibliothecam Academiz, quinquagintaad
minimum librorum millibus conftantem,curare meum
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eft; tum fcholas majores per Germanijcas Regis pro~
vincias infpicere, & regere confilio ; tum alimentarios
circiter viginti juvenes obfr.‘rvare_; .& feriberequid-
quidProre&oris & Scnn:gs}\cudcm;cn nomine in taby-
lis publicis proponitur; & inter h:cq ternas, quaternas,
plures etiam interdum, ﬁ“gl{ll:ﬂ dl_cbus Pl‘lﬂt‘av?n;s
habere. Quz dixitantum publicisaliquo modo officiis
deben it Quot {alutares juvenes funt accipiendi 2
quot ex condilcipulis vel difcipulis amici abfentes
colendi literis ? nunquam vacare poffum a fcribendo,
commentando talia, qua luci deftinata publice plus
aliquanto curaxe poltulant: ut nunc in manibus eft
Claudianus, hac xltate, fi Deus faverit, proferendus.
Hzc cum ita fint, fateor, me cum primum percur-
Teuti tuas, vir preftantiflime, literas, negotium etiam
operofius videretur, quam tractando deinde expertus
fum. illas in otium pinguiufculum continuarum alis
quot horarum fepofuiffe. Hoc otiolum heri demum
cafu mihi oblatum, collocavi ut, vides,

Superelt, uti hanc lucubratiunculam boni confulas,
&, fiilla minus forte, quam mihi optabile eft, expecs
tationi tuzrefpondeat, alia mihi omnia quam gratifi-
candi tibi voluntatem defuifle exiltimes. Brevitati
ftudui, quod non opus effe putarem ea repetere, qua
ad caulam conftituendam a te bene dicta funt. Latina,
lingua, ut aliquanto mihi familiariore, uflus fum, ne
mihi forte accideret, quod tibi Gallice fcribenti ,
Gallice licet bene doco, ufu venifle video, uti
fcriberes, Un différent que Scaliger dr 1f. Voflius ont
€ enfemble; unde aliquis colligeret te putafle hiciculam
habuifle incer fe homines, quorumalter novem annis
polt alterius mortem natus eft. Habes, Gibbone, Vir
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Humaniffime, nudum pectus & deditam tibi volunta-
tem & parata ftudia
MaTTHIE GESNERL
Scrib. GorTIiNGE, a d, XII Feb. Anno LVIIL

4. In quzltione de annis Catulli plane tuus fum,
Gibbone Dociffime. Ne putes pigritia quadam me
affentiri malle tibi, quam tecum difputare, primo hic
reponam ipfa verba qué juvenis pofui in difputatione
deannis ludifque fecularibus veterum Romanorum
Vinariz A, 1717; atque adeo ante hosipfos quadra.
ginta annos a me habita, (p.43.) CGuminipfo car-
mine nihil fit quod non alio quogue feflo in Diane
honorem cani potuerit, &c. Deinde confirmo tibi me
expendifle eadem hora, qua iftafcribebam, eruditam
difputationem tuam, contuliffe ipfas If. Voflii ad
Catullum obfervationes (edit. 1684. 4to. p. 8. & feq.),
& ‘ea que Jof. Scaliger a Voffio hic refutatus difputa-~
verat; infpexiffe Ciceronis de Mamurra locum,
adhibuiffe Middletoni obfervationem ; & poft rem
bene perceptam & perpenfam, plane fecundum te,
przcﬂnntimme Gibbone, pronuncio.

P.S. Re&e mihireddenturliterz tuz, fi in pofterum
quoque fcribere ad me velis, vel folo meo nomine
& urbis noftree literis inferipto; vel fic, “ A
<« V1. le Profeffeur Gefner, Confeiller de la Cour.
< de fa [VIaje(té Britannique, i Gottingen.” Sed
{1 vis videre titnlos meos more Germanico de
du&os, ertibi excerptos ex libro quintum edito
Nordbufz 1752. §vo. Teutfch und Franzeefifch
Titularbach, p. 164 : — “ A Monfieur Monficur

« Gelner,
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“ Gefner, Confeiller de’ la Cour de fa Majélté
Britannique, Profefleur ordinaire de P'Univers
ité de Gottingue , Infpedteyr Général des
Ecoles de I'Electorat de Hanovre, Biblio.
thécaire de I'Univerfité, Directeur du Sémi.
naire Philologique, Préfident de la Sociéré
Royale del Eloquence Al'lcmzx.mlc.,& Membre
“ de la Société Royale des Scierces de Gote
« tingue, &c.” Nullus horum titulorum eft,
quin aliquid certe temporis mihi avferat : quag
fola etiam caufa e cur huc deferipfi ¢ quod
mihi te credere fic putabo, fi quam breviflima
inferiptione literarum ad me utaris.

N° VIIL.

Mr. GIBBON ¢ M. GESNER,

(]

[13

«

«

[

2

«

-

IVIONSIEUR,

le

~

}.J/\ multitude VOs occupations mioritre § Ia
fois votre mérite, la jultice qu'on lui rend; ra préfomps
tion, & votré bonté, Que j’envie le fort de ce petit
nombre d’elprits fupérieurs dont les taleris toujours
les mémes, & toujours diverfifiés, revétiffert avee
une égale facilité tous les caractdres que l'atilité ou
lagrémentdes hommesexiged'eux.Papplaudisencoreé
au difcernement de ces princes

qui ofent écarter les
huages dont la frivolité, Penvie, & l1 calomnie envi

Tonnent leurs trones; qui rendent aux grands homs
mes de leurs

leur rendo;
t
penfer lears

Yor. IL

états, une jultice que le public impartial
depuis long tems, & qui favent récom=
talens, en leur fourniffant de nouvelles

E
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occafions de les développer. Voild une petite partie
des réflexions qu'a fait naitre votre lettre; fi jen
croyois mon inclination, elles naurpient point de
bornes ; maisla raifon me dit que je dois me contenter
de vous affurer de toute la reconnoiffance dont vous
avez pénétré un homme qui fe fera toujours gloiredu
titre de votre difciple. Je vais dans peu de tems en
Angleterre ; je pourrois peut-étre y trouver l'occafion
de vous prouver mes fentimens, ou du moins mon
commerce- vous deviendra moins ennuyeux. [Vion
féjour dans une capitale éclairée me donnera une forte
de mérite local, Incapable de les imiter, je vous ap.
prendrai de bonne-heure les travaux, &lesdécouver.
tes de nos favans. Gottingue mérite bien qu'd mon
tour je vous demande quelles font les occupations de
vos collégues & de vos difciples. Un nouveau plaifir
que j'envifage dans mon retour en Angleterre, c'eftla
connoiffance de tous vos ouvrages. IVion premier
foin fera de me les procurer, & de les étudier comme
mes meilleurs modeles: pour m’aider dans cette
recherche, je prendrai la liberté de vous demander
une lifte de tous ces morceaux curieux dont vous avez
enrichi la république des lettres. VIon ignorance de
plufieurs d’entre eux excite a la fois ma joye & ma
honte. Ma jeuneffe, &le lieu d’oltje date meslettres,
font mon unique excufe.

Si jofe propofer quelques nouveaux doutes} vous
favez mieux que perfonne qu'il 0’y a que la raifon, on
du moins fon apparence qui foit abfolue. Soyez per-
fuadé que mon unique but en difcutant vos lecons,
c'elt de m’en rendre digne:
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Non ila certandi cupidus, quam propter amorem,
Duod te imitari aveo. Qil!'(/ enim contendat hirundo
(S'C}I s & aut quidnam tremulis facere aryubus hadi
Confimile in curfipoffint, ac fortis equi vis #

Zu pater & rerum inventor **,

Apres cette explication, je vousavouerai qu’il me
telte encore quelques nuages fur le Pifon de I'Art
Poétique. Vous ne croyez pas que les paroles d’Ho-
race touchant Virgile, prouvent que ce poéte fit en~
core vivant, & que 'oppofition eft plutdt des anciens
aux modernes, que des morts aux vivans. ¥ai rela
Yendroit, mais cette nouvelle lecture. & lesréflexions
aux quelles elle a donné lieu, n’ont fait que me con-
firmer dans ma premitre opinion. Horace trouvoit la
langue Latine pauvre & trop {térile, pour exprimerles
idées abftraites que les compagnons de Romulus, les
pitres, & les brigands ne connoifloient point: plu-
fieurs de fes compatriotes lui avoient trouyé le méme
défaut. Horace {ouhaite de Venrichir, 1l propofe pour
cet effet aux Virgile, aux Varius, de travailler dans
ce deflein, & d’emprunter du Grec quantité de termes
énergiques dont ils avoient befoin. 11 leur offre fon
fecours. Ceft un projet qu’il forme & non une chofe
déja faite qu'il juftifie. Par conféquent Tavenir qu'il
envifage ne peut regarder que ceux d’entre les écri-
Vvains qui vivoient encore. Par conféquent ' Art Poéti-
que fut compofé avant I'an 735. Le point de vue fous
lequcljc confideére ce paffage, elt{i bien celui du pocte
!m méme, que celui-ci finit cette oppofition par cette

mage (une des plus vives & des plus juftes, que je
connoifle) ;

E 2




53 LETTERS TO AND FROM

—— licuit, femperque licebit,
Signatum prefenti nota producere nomen**,
Le licuit, le paffé, regarde les Terence, les Czxcilius,
morts dépuis long tems ; le licebit, le futur, les Varius,
les Virgile, ceux qui étoient encore en état d’en pro-
fiter **.

Mais, dites vous, dans ce tems méme le jeune Pifon
pouvoit avoir dix ans; Grotius faifoit bien des vers
a cet age. Je le fais: mais les Grotius font ils bien
communs ; combien d’enfans trouverez vous de dix
ans, qui ayent non-feulement affez de feu pour faire
des vers, mais encore affez de réflexion pour en juger
fenfement ? 11 n’eft pas méme vraifemblable qu’al'ige
de vingt ans Pifon le pere etit déja des enfans. Vous
favez combien rares ¢toient les mariages fous Au-
gufte; combien I'exemple de Germanicus paroiffoit
admirable **; combien la pauvreté **, Ja débauche, &
Yorgueil, arrétoient la nobleffe dans le célibat, furtout
pendant les guerres civiles qui délolerent la terre,
pendant la premiere jeuneffe de Pifon. Lesloix d’Au-
gulte ne font qu'indiquer la grandeur du mal **, & les
premicres de ces loix furent promulguées plus de
trente ans apres la naiffance de Pifon *’. Si 'on
compte une génération ordinaire vevé i trente trois
ans ™, il paroit que fous le commencement de I'em-
pire, on devroit les pouffer plutét jufqu’a quarante
ans, que deles réduire a vingt. Je conviensque cene
fontla que des probabilités, mais dans la fcience de la
critique, il paroit que les probabilités doivent faire
difparoitre les poffibilités, & céder A leur tour aux
preuves. Je ne crains rien de ce principe. L’autorité
d’un Porphyrionn'a pasalfezdeforce parmiles favans,
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pour pouvoir jamais former un raifonnement. Tout
ce qu’elle pourroit faire, ce fe roit d’en appuyerun déj
prouvé. Lesanciens ne donnoient point i Porphyrion
lapremiere place parmiles comm entateursd’Horace’’,
& les modernes, IMonfieur Dacier furtout, lui ong
trouvé beaucoup d’erreurs. Je ne fens pas d’ailleurs la
force de la premiere de vos hypotheles. SiPifon avoie
eu fon fils a I'age de trente ans, celui-ci pouvoit en
avoir feize, lorfque Horice lui écrivit, age, fuivant
vous, qui repond aux conditions requifes. Auriez
vous oublié dans ce moment qu'Horace mourut en
745, quand Pifon lui méme n’avoit que 40 ans ?

2. Je ne doute pas un inftant qu’Horace n’ait cu en
vue, dans la troifieme Ode du troifime Livre, de faire
voiraux Romains que fi leur prince afpiroit, aux hon-
neurs divins, Viamque affectat Olympo, illes méritoit
par fes exploits, dontla grandeur égaloit celle des
plus fameux héros, d’un Bacchus, d’un Hercule, d’un
Romulus,héros,quim(‘prihntlcs efforts des humains,
& appaifant la haine des Dieux, s'étoient frayé un
chemin jufqu'aux palais des immortels. Mais a-til
voulu faire ceffer les clameurs du peuple fur l'infame
Awdinais? Jen ‘doute. 1. Les dates y répugnent.
Suetone ne marque pas celle du Awdixadeoc; mais nous
favons toujours que, puifque Marc Antoine la rappela
dans les lettres 3 fon rival **, elle arriva avant la
derniére brouillerie des triumvirs, ou avant I'an 721.
Suivant Bentley ** dont vous adoptez les idées, Ho-
face compofa le troifieme livre des Odes dans la qua-
rante.deuxieme, &la quarante-troifieme année de fon
age, c'elt a dire, en 728 & 729. Unejultification venue
fept ou huit ans aprés coup, bien loin de faire plaifir &

E3
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Augufte n'auroit fervi qu'a faire revivre la mémoire
de ces exces, que la politique du prince, & la recon-
noiffance du peuple avoient plongé dans l'oubli.
2. Augufte foupa avec onze hommes, ou femmes, pa-
reillement equippés en divinités. Horace élevoit bien
Angufle 3 la table des dieux, purpureo bibit ore nectar ;
mais y plagoit-il aufli tous fes compagnons ? L’hon-
neur feroic devenu bien banal, & un tel panégyrique
n’eut pas été fort éloigné de la fatyre. Je conviens bien
durefte avec vous, que trouver le plan d’un morgean
de poéfie Lyrique, eft un but plus défirable que necel-
faire. Les Lyriques ont toujours eu le privilege de
prendre un vol que I'imagination admire, & que la ti-
mideraifon n’ofe critiquer. Dans I'ode dont nous par-
lons, que ce défaut, i c’en eft un, elt racheté par de
grandes beautés! Les deux premicres firophes font
fentir quel effet, 'union de la philofophie avecla poé-
fie, peut produire : le juflum b tenacem propofiti virum
elt le fage des ftoiciens, leur roi**, leur feul heureux.
Lajultice formoit toutes fes réfolutions; une conftance
inébranlable le rendoit ardent a les fuivre *'. Un tel
homme au deffus des paflions & des préjugés, n’y
jetoit quelquefoisles yeux que pour s'écrier,

“ Q0! curas hominum ! O quantum in rebusinane !”
S'il eft honteux pour I'efpece humaine de n’avoir
jamais produit cet homme; il Iui et bien hono-
rable d’avoir {u en former un tableau. Quelle gra-
dation dans les images! fon fage réfilteroit aux
clameurs d’une multitude forcenée. IVlais la colere
du pevple sappaife avec la méme facilité qu'elle
s'eft allumée. Il mépriferoit les menaces d'un tyran
furieux; mais les ceeurs des tyrans fe font quel-
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quefois laiffé fléchir. Il entendroit fans frémir le
bruit des tempétes fourdes aux cris des malheureux.
Mais la fortune a fouvent fauvé Jes victimes a la
fureur des flots. Egal a Jupiter, il n’en-craindroit
pas la foudre. Ici l'imngin‘.vvtiou s'arréte en tremblant.
Elle craint pour le pocte ’l)l.!‘.c chute foible ou
outrée; elle ne fent point d'image fupérieure an
courroux du maitre des Dicux & des hommes,
Avec quel étonnement admire-telle le génie du
“ poéte, quand ellelit : il recevra fans fourciller
¢ le choc de 'univers écroulé, ol une méme des-
“ truction devoit envelopper , les hommes, les élé-
mens, & les’ Dieux eux-mémes.**” Je m’arréte.
Peut etre ces réflexions vous ennuyent : en ce cas,
ceft ma faute. Jaurai cependant rempli mon but
qui €toit de faire voir le point de vue fous lequel
je confidére I'érudition la plus ‘grande. Comme
moyen, elle mérite toute notre admiration ; comme
fin dernicre, tout notre mépris.

3. Vous connoiffez, Monfieur, ce fameux paflage
de Velleius Paterculus, *' qui a donné tant de
peine aux favans, Le voici: Jia Drufus , qui a patre
in id ipfum plurimo pridem igne emicans incendium
militaris tumultus miflus erat , prifca antiquaque [eve-
ritate ufus , ancipiti Jibi tam re ,quam exemplo per=
niciofa, & his ipfis militum gladiis, quibus obfeffus
erat, obfidentes coércuit, 11 ne paroit pas qu’on en
puiflle tirer quelque fens raifonnable. 11 faut abfo-
lument le {uppofer, ou inutile, ou corrompu. Aufli
tous les critiques, qui ont travaillé fur cet auteurs
oat ils effayé de le rétablir, Burerius, Acidalius,
Grutar, Boeclerys, Heinfius, Burman, ont tous

E 4
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fourni des conjectures plus ou moins vraifemblables,
gnais que je ne me propofe pas de difcuter. Il vaudra
micux, je crois, vous en offrir une de ma fagon,
& vous laifler juger de fon plus ou moins de pro.
babilité. Au lien dela legon regue, je lirai, Prifca
antiquaque feveritate , FUSUS anelpiti fibi tam re quam
exempto perniciofa. Il faute aux yeux cembien ce
léger changement préfente un fens net. Il eft aifé
de faire voir qu'elle eft des plus conformes & 'analogie
de la langue , & ala vénité de Ihiftoire. Les meilleurs
grammairiens reconnoiffent aujourd’hui, que les La.
tins, faute d'une forme moyenne a leurs verbes, fe
font fouvent fervi des participes d’une terminaifon
pallive dans un fens actit **.  Quainfi ils ont dit ju.
ratus . punitus,, pour dire gui juravit  qui punivit, Qn
trouve méme peregratus dans ce fens, dans Velleius
Ini-méme . Ainl fufus, pour exprimer l'aclion de
Drulus, ne doit pas étonner. L'hiftoireelt également
favorable & ngtre correction. Diufus( fuivant Ta.
cite ) arrive au camp des rebelles *%.  Ses ordres font
meprifés, fes ordres deviennent fufpectes. Les fol-
dats le tiennent prifonnier dans le camp, ils outrageng
{es amis, ils ne cherchent qu'un prétexte pour coms
mencer le carnage ; quel danger pour fa perfonne !
On connoit la févérité de la dife

Sibi ancipitia tam re
Les chefs étotent pour les foldats

cipline Romaine ’
des dieux;leurs ordres, des gracles. Quel renverfement
de toutes ces maximes ! Quel funelte exemple pour
Yavenir, que la fédition des légions Panoniennes!
Le fanatifme qui a fait tant de maux, fit cette fois
du bien : une éclipfe de lune étonna les foldats,
& fauwa le prince,




EDWARD GIBBON Efquire. 57

Jai lu avec plaifir, Monfieur, votre explication
de la difficulté de Juftin. Jadmire avec combien
d’art vous formez un tiffu de la narration des au-
teurs différens, pour raflembler des rayons épars
de lumiere dans un méme foyt:r. Si vous n'y avez pas
pu porter toute la netteté dcﬁr‘xblc,ﬁ]\c Crois qu’on
doit s’en prendre uniquement aux Ecm:bres de l'an.
tiquité & a la bric¢veté de Juftin lu%~mcmc. ;

Raffuré par votre {uffrage, je n’ai plas de crainte
fur mon idée touchant la mort de Catulle, Aupa-
ravant je la trouvois vraifemblable ; a préfent je
commence a la regarder comme certaine.

Jai 'honneur détre, avec la plus haute confidé.
ration & la plus parfaite eftime, Monfieur, &c.

Ebwaro Gispon.

Ne. IX.

This Letter, in the early hand-writing of' Mr. GIBRBON,
( probibly about the time of his firft leaving Laufanne, )
feems to be under the affumed charader of a Swedifh
traveller , writing to a Swifs friend , delineating the defeéts
he difcovered in the government of Berne, In pointing out
thofe defects he feems to have had the intention of fug-
gefling remedies; but, as he is encering on this topic,
the manufcript ends abruptly, The excellence of this cu
rious paper will apologize for its great length,

NON , mon cher ami, je ne veux point étre col-
mopolite. Loin de moi ce titre faftueux , fouslequel
Nn0s philofophes cachent une égale indifférence pour
tout le genre humain, Je veux aimer ma patric,
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& pour aimer, il me faut des préférences : mais ou
je metrompe, ou mon cceur eft fulceptible de plus
d’une.  Quand jaurois tout- facrifié pour la Suede,
mon pays natal , je ne me ferois point encore
acquitté envers elle; je lui dois la vie & la fortune:
mais que cette vie feroit trifte, que cette forrune
me feroit a charge, fi, expatrié des ma tendre jeu-
nefle, votre pays n’elit pas formé mon golt & ma
raifon a des meeurs moins groffieres que les notres !
Je me montrerois indigne de ces bienfaits, s'ils ne
m’avoient pas infpiré la plus vive reconnoiflance.
Aujourd’hut que la Suede, tranquille A 1°abri des
loix , n'exige de fes enfans que de fentir leur bon-
heur, je puis, fans l'offenfer, jeter un regard fur
le pays de Vaud, mon autre patrie, me réjouir
avec vous de fes avantages, & compatir a fes
maux.

Votre climat eft beau, votre terroir fertile ; vous
avez pour le commerce intérieur des facilités , dont
il ne tient qu’a vous de profiter. Mais je confidere
plutot les habitans , que I’babitation. On va cher-
cher les philofophes a Londres. Paris attire dans
fon- fein tous ceux qui n'aiment que la douceur
de la fociété. Votre pays le céde & ces deux ca-
pitales, 13 ol elles brillent ; mais cependant il réunit
tous leurs avantages refpecifs ; il eft le feul, ol tout
ala fois on ofe penfer, & on fache vivre. Que
vous manque-t.il ? Ia liberté : & privés d’elle, tout
vous fmanque.

Cette vérité vous furprend ; elle vous blefle.
Pouvoir dire que nous ne fommes pas libres, me
répondez.vous, prouve que nous le fommes. 1l le
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Prouveroit peut-étre, fi j’éCI‘i\.’Ois a Laufanne, ou
Plutor la méme il ne prouveroit rien, Vos maitres
connoiffent la maxime du Cardina] Mazarin, d
vous laiffer parler, pourvuque "Ollsll‘cs laiff
Ainfi le prm‘ﬁS n'elt point cn.corc,Jugé,

Si jécrivois pour le peuple je m ;uircfrcro'is A feg
paflions ; je le ferois fouvenir de cette maxime de
tous les tems, que dans les républiques, ceux qui
font libres, font plus libres, & ceux qui font ef-

e
lez agir,

claves, plus elclaves que partout ailleurs. IMais
avec un ami tel que vous, je ne dois chercher que
la vérté, & n’employer que Ja raifon.

Quand je
compare votre état avec celui de

vos voifins , c’efk
avec plaifir que je le prononce heureux, Traverfez
votre lac & vos montagnes, vous trouverez par-
tout un peuple digne d’'un meilleur fort; fa raifon
abrutie par la fuperftition , le patrimoine de fes peres,
& lefruit de fon induftrie, en proie au partifan ,

ou
au huflard.

8a vie facrifiée 2 tout moment an cas
price d'un feul homme, qui, lorfquil entend parler
de vingt mille de fes {emblables, morts dans le fer.
vice de fon ambition, dira froid
fait leur devoir.

Vous au contraire profeffez un Chriftianifme ,
ramené a la divine pureté de fon inftitution, en«
feigné par de digoes pafteurs, 3 qui on permet de fe
faire aimer, de fe faire refpecter, mais non de fe faire
craindre. Votre union avec le Corps Helvetique
Vous a affuré depuis deux fitcles une paix unique
'd.:lns Phiftoire, Vos impots font petits, I'adminiftra-
tion douce. QOn y’entend point parler parmi vous de
ces fentences fang proces, fans crime, fans accufateur,

cment, quils ong
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quiarrachent un citoyen du milieu de fa famille. L’on
ne voit jamais le fouverain, onle fent rarement. Ce-
pendant fi la Iberté confifte a n’étre foumis qu’a des

“loix, dont I'objet eft le biencommun de la fociété,
vous n’étes point libre.

Quand la violence des uns, & lafoibleffe des autres,
ont rendu néceflaires les fociétés civiles, il a fallu
renoncer a cette indépendance fi chere, & i perni-
cieufe. 1lafallu que toutes lesvolontés particulicres
fe fondiffent dans une volonté générale ; a laquelle
des punitions réglées obligeaflent chaque citoyen de
conformer fes actions. Qu'il eft délicat, ce pouvoir
de fixerla volonté générale ! En quelles mains doit
on le remettre?  Sera-ce & un monarque des.Jors
abfolu. Je fais que Vintéréc bien entendu du prince ne
fe peut féparer d’'avec celui defon peuple, & qu'en
travaillant pour lui, il travaille pour foi méme. Tel
eft le langage de Ja philofophie. - Mais ce langage
n'elt pasun de ceux que les précepteurs font étudier
aux rois; & fi un heureux naturel leur en donne
quelque idée, leurs paflions, ou celles d’un miniftre,
d’un confefleur, d’'une maitreffe, Peffacent bientdt. Le
peuple gémit, mais ilfaut qu'il ait gémi longtemps,
avant que fon maitre s’appercoive qu'il elt de l'intérét
d’un berger de conferver fon troupeau. Il faut donc
que le pouvoir légiflatif foit partagé. Un confeil dont
les membres séclairent & fe contiennent les uns les
autres, paroit en étre un dépofitaire bien choifi. [Mais
lalibercé attache i ce confeil une condition fondamen-
tale. Elle veut que chaque ordre des citoyens, chaque
partie deI'état, yait fes repréfentans intéreflés 3 sop=
pofer a toute loi quiferoit nuifible a fes droits, ou cons
traire afon bonheur, puifqu'eux mémes en fentiroient
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les premiers,les mauvais effets. Une telle affemblée fera
rarementdes fautes groflicres, & i e]le paye quelque-
fois le tribut & 'bumanité, clle peut rougir de fes
erreurs , & les réparer aufliiot. . Ce portrait eft il Ie
votre ? Jentre dans votre pays, je vois d}‘lx nations
diftingnées parleurs droits, lcurAs occup_nrn.ms, & leurs
meeurs. L’une, compofée de trois cens familles, eft née
pour commander ; l’wtre, de cent ]nl.“(f, n’eft .f(.)rmée
que pour obéir. Toutes les prétentions humiliantes
des monarques héréditaires {e renouvellent a votre
égard, & deviennent encore plus humiliantes de la
part de vos égaux. La comparaifon de vos deux
états, vous eft trop facile. Rien ne vous aide
I'éloigner.

Ua confeil de trois cens perfonnes décide de tous
vos intérets en dernier reflort, & fi fes intéréts & les
votres ne font pas d’accord, quidoit 'emporter ? Non
feulement ce fénat eft légiflateur, mais il e
propres loix.  Cette union de deux puiffances qu'on
ne devoit jamais réunir, les rend chacune plus for-
midable. Quand elles lont{éparées, Ia puiffance légif-
lative redoute les réfolutions violentes ; elles feroient
inutiles, i Pon n’armoit pas les mains de la puiffance
quiles doitexécuter, & cette puiffance e} toujours fa
rivale, & fon contrepoids. Vlais ce n’eft pas affez que
cette union aiguife le glaive de 'autorité publique,
elle le remet encore dant un plus petit nombre de
mains : dans le dernier fidcle le grand confeil de Berne
fe renouvelloit Tui mé

xécute fes

me ; c'étoit déja un pas vers
Voligarchie pourquoi exclure deséle@tions:fe corps
de taBourgeoifie? Alors mémele gouvernementsap-
puyoit fur un fondement affez éiroit.  Bientat deg




62 LETTERS TO AND FROM

inconveniens fe firent fentiry la brigue, la vénalité,
ladébauche, fignaloient I'entrée des citoyens dans le
confeil fouverain, & lesriches ambitieux donnoient
tout,pourpouvoir tout invahir. Unedéputation révo.
cable de vingt-fix confeillers, établie des I'enfance
de la république, pour veiller & 'exécution des loix,
devint chargée du foin de remplir les places de ce
grand coufeil dont elle-méme tiroit fon origine. On
y ajoutoit feize fénateurs choifisde la maniére la plus
favorable aux factieux. Ils poffédoient d’abord leur
pouvoir collectivement, mais peu a peu l'intérét par-
ticulier leur fit entendre qu'il valoit mieux permettre
a chacun denommer fonfils, fon gendre, &fon parent.
Les familles puiffantes qui dominoient alors dans Je
fénat, y dominent encore. Les de Wattevilles, &
les Steigers , y rempliffent une trentaine de places.
Le commerce intéreflé de bienfaits, ot 'on paffe dans
le petit confeil par les fuffrages de fes parens, pour
faire entrer de nouveaux parens dans le grand
confeil, a déja réduit le nombre des familles qui
fiegent dans celui-ci, 4 environ quatre vingt. Ces
maifons fouveraines ont un égal mépris pour ceux
que le droit naturel auroitdurendre leurs concitoyens,
& pour ceux qui le font par la conflitution de I'état, 11
manque méme aux premiers une reffource que les
monarquesles plus abfolus, n’ont pas ofé otera leurs
fujets; je veux parler de ces tribunaux reconnus
du fouverain, & révérés du peuple, pour étre
Torgane de la patrie, & les dépofitaires des loix.
Toutes les volontés du prince, qui doivent étre
obéies , le font plus facilement, quand les fujets
woyeat combien elles font raifonables, puis qu'elles
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ofit paflé par I'examen de ces magifirats, qu'on ne
peutni tromper, ni féduirc? niintimider, Aufli répon-
dent-ils & cette confidération, parune réfiftance ref-
pectueufe, mais déterminée contre l'oPprcf"Hon , ol ils
¢talent tout ce que laraifon, Ia liberté, &1 éloqucnca
peuvent infpirer 4 des citoyens z¢lés. C:Cﬂ principa-
Tement dans ces tribunaux paifibles que je trouve ces
qualités. Privés d’armes, ils pe doivcnt]enrpmwoir
qu’a leur probité, & 3 Jeyr éloquence. Eft-il étonnant
que ceux, quin’ont que cet inftrument, s’appliqucnc
Te plus a le cultiver ? Quelles lecons pour les rois,
que les remontrances dy Parlement de Paris? Quels
modeles pour le peuple que la conduite des Vianda.
rins dela Chine ? Frappé par un tribunal de cette
eipece, le monarque ne peut méconnoitre les gémif-
femens delapatrie. Les citoyens y apprennent qu’ils
ott une patrie; ils s’actachent  Paimer, ¥ étudjer fes
loix, 4 fe former A toutes les vertus publiques,  Elles
miriffent dans Ie {ilence, Toccafion les développe,
ou elles fe font T'occafiod. Ies ¢tats du Pays de
Vaud, refpectables fous les Rojs de Bourgogne,
& fous les Ducs de Savoye , étoient ce tribunal.
Compoflés de lanoblefle, du clergé, & des députés
des villes principales, ils s'affembloient tous les ans
a Moudon. C¢toit le confeil perpétuel du prince.
Sans leur confentement, il ne pouvoit, ni faire de
nouvelles loix , ni établir de nouveaux impots.  Si
Tétois fur Jes lieux établirais ces droits, par vos mo-
numents les plys authentiques. Tout ¢loigné que j’en
fuis, je N€ crains pasd’appeler ) leur témoignage. Il me
refte toujours une preuve moins fenf; ble pour le peu-
ple, mais aufj décifive pourles gens delettres : celt
Fanalogie, Les Barbares dy cinquieme fiecle jeterent
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par toute I'Europe,lesracines de ce gouvernement que
Charlemagne établit dansles Pays Bas, la France I'lea«
lie,1a Suiffe, & I'Allemagne. Quelques événémens,
les dégrés, & les temps olules arriere-fiefs fe formerent
des fiefs, ot le clergé acquit des terres {eigneuriales,
ol les villes achetérent leurs affranchiffemens, y ap-
porterent de légeres différences. Mais le fond de
cette conftitution eft demearé dans toutes les révolua
tions, & rien de plus libre que ce fond. Ces états,
leurs membres, & leurs droits fe conferverent tou
jours, & partoutils étoient les mémes.

Je vousentends, monami, quim’interrompez. Je
vous ai écouté, me dites vous, avec patience: mais
que voulez vous conclure de ce tableau de notre
gonvcrncmcnt? Bien ou mal conftruit, nous n'en
reffentons que des effets falutaires, & vos coufeils 4
vos états; auroient de la peine anous dégoticer de nos
magiftrats anciens , pour nous faire elffayer des
nouveautés.

Arrétez, Monfieur; je vous ai parle en homme
libre, & vous merépondez danslelangage de la fervis
tude. Arrétez.  Enconvenant pour un moment de
votre honheur, de qui le tenez vous ? de la conftitu-
fitution ? Vous n'ofez pas le dire. Cleft donc du
prince 7 Les Romains en deyoient un plus grand a
Titus. 1ls étoient cependant de vils efclaves. Brutus
vous auroit appris que; dansunétat defpotique, le
prince peut quelquefois vouloir le bien: mais que
dans les états libres, il ne peut que le vouloir, ‘La
félicité actuelle du citoyen & de l'efclave, cft fouvent
égale, mais celle du dernier eft précaire, puilqu’elle
eft fondée fur les paflions des hommes, pendantque

celle
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celle du premier eft alfurée. Elle efk lide avec les
loix qui contiennent également ces mémes paflions
dans le fouverain & dans le payfan,

Mais malheureufement on ne trouve que trop de
chofesareprendredans votreadmu'nﬂmtion politique,
Je vais détailler desfautes, des négligences, des oppref-
fions. Vous vous récrierez fur ma malignité, mais en
fecret votre efpritgroflira le catalogue de cent articles
que j'aurai ou ignorés ou oubliés, 1] eft du devoir du
fouverain de faire jouir fon peuple de tout les avan-
tages de lafociéié civile. Des guerres entreprifes pour
fadéfenfe, I'en détourneront quelquefois, mais defque
le calme renait dans fes états, des établiffemens utiles,
& de fages loix, la religion, les meeurs, les fciences,
le commerce, les manufactures, Pagriculture, & la
police, méritent toute fon attention, & I'en récoms-
penferont avec ufure.  Sur ces principes jugeons le
fénat de Berne. 1l a été maitre du Pays de Vaud de-
puisl'an 1536. Quand je confidere ce qu’étoient alors
la France, PAngleterre, la Hollande, ou I’ All magne,
Jai de la peine 3 me perfuader qu'elles éroient les
mémes pays que ceux qui portent aujourd’bui ces
noms. De' barbares, ils font devenus civilifés;
dlignorans, éclairés; & de pauvres, riches. Jevois
des villes o il y avoitdes deferts , & les foréts défrie
chées {e font converties en champs fertiles. Leurs
princes, & leurs miniftres, un Heory quatre, un
Sully, un Colbert, une Elizabeth, un de Witt, un
Fréderig Guillaume , ont opéré ces merveilles. La
perfpedtive dy Pays de Vaud n'eft point aufli riante.
Les arts languiffent, faute de ces récompenfes que le
prince feul peut donner; nul commerce, nulles

Vor. 1, E
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manufactures, nuls projets utiles pour le pays; un
engourdiffement général qui regne partout. Cepen=
dant les princes dont je viens de parler n’avoient que
des momens pour ces objets , ot les Bernois ont eu
des fiecles. Que n'auroient - ils pas fait, ces grands
hommes , rarement tranquilles fuf le tréne, fi pen-
dant deux cents douze ans, ils n’euffent eu que des
voifins pacifiques, & des peuples foumis ? Je m’en
rapporte a vous méme. Indiquez-moi quelque étas
bliffement vraiment utile que vous deviez au fouvea
rain. [Vlais ne m'indiquez pas I'académie de Laufanne,
fondée par des vues de dévotion , dans la chaleur
dune réformation, négligée depuis, & toujours
académie, quoique un digne magiftrat de cette ville,
proposit de I'ériger en univerfité,

Non ce n'eft point une politique peu éclairée qui
fait agir vos maitres. Je connois trop leur habileté.
IMais un monarque aime également tous fes fujets.
Les citoyens d'une ville capitale voyent au contraire
dun il jaloux l'agrandiffement des provinces. Si
elles s’élevent, difent-ils , nous tombons. Nos égales
pour les lumieres & les richefles, elles voudroient
bientot I'étre en pouvoir.  Rappelez vous I'an 1685.
La mauvaife politique de Louis XIV. expatria Ia
partie la plus induftrieufe de fes fujets; une mul-
titude fe réfugia dans le pays de Vaud 1l étoit
prochain, il étoit Francois. Ils ne demandoieng
qu'un afile, & lauroient payé au poids de Por par
les richeffes & les arts plus précicux que les richeffes
qu'ils vous apportoient. [Mais ici la politique par-
tiale des Bernois sépouvanta. “ Si nous faifons
“ participer ces fugitifs a notre “droit de bourgeoific,
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 la fortune nous feracommune ; mais comment élé
ver des mortels au rang des dieux?  Si nous les
<« laiffons confondus parmi nos fujets, nos fujets
¢ recueilleront le fruitde leur induftrie.” ijs cop=

% y2 o 3 - JEPS,
clurent enfin avec Pembaflladeur de Porfenna—

(43

—Ow'il vaut mieuz, qu'un roi fur le tréne affermi
Cmnnza'/\[de a des [ujets malheureuz | mais foumis A
ue d'avoir adompter , au [ein de labondance,
D'un peuple trop heureux lindocile arrogance.

Ces exilés las d’efluyer des refus ot ils devoient
sattendre & des prieres, pafferent en Hollande, en.
Pruffe & en Angleterre, ot les fouverains favoient
mieux profiter de cette occafion unique. Ilen refta
une partie dansle pays de Vaud , mais ¢’étoit Ja partie
la plus pauvre; &la plusfainéante, quin’avoit ni le
moysn » nilavolouté d’aller plusloin.

A peine ces malheureux commencoient-ils 4 on-
blier leurs fouffrances pallées, que Pexpérience levt
fit fentir, que pour fuir les perfécutions , 11 faut fuir
les hommes. La partie fouveraine de I'état avoit
fucé avec le lait, toute la dureté du fylteme de Cal-
vin, théologien atrabilaire qui aimoit trop la liberté ;
pour fouffrir que les Chrétiens portaffent d’autres fers
que les fiens. D’ailleurs fa conformité avec les jdées
d’un célebre philofophe , intéreffoit 'honneur dunom
Allemnand 3 le foutenir. Comme les fentimens
s'.étoicnt adoucis dans le pays de Vaud , ¢én propor-
tion avec les meeurs, 1l falloit y envoyer des formus-
Jaires & des inquifiteurs, deftinés A faire antant d’hy

¥ 2
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pocrites qu'ils pourroient, nonala vérité par le fer &
le feu , mais par les menaces & les privations d’emploi.

En foutenant les droits de 'humaniié, je n outre
point les maximes de la tolérance. Je veux bien que
le magiltrat ne diftribue les récompenfes du public,
qu’a ceux qui enfeignent la religion dupublic. Je ne
hui défends pas méme de contenir dans le filence ces
novateurs trop hardis qui voudroient éclairer le peu-
ple fur certains objets ol l'erreur fait fon bonhenr.
Mais que le fouverain fe prétant avec chaleur aux
minuties théologiques , décide des queftions qu'on ne
peut décider, affurément il eft abfurde.  Qu'impofant
des confeffions de foi, il ne hiffe & des pafteurs veillis
dans le miniltere , & qui ne demandoient qu’a fe taire,
que le choix du menfonge ou de la mendicité, affuré-
ment il eft injufte. Vais la perfécution ceffa. — Qui
la fit ceffer ? Un fentiment de honte ? les larmes des
fujets? oubienla crainte qu'infpira entreprife d'un
Davel, enthoufiaflte il e} vrai, mais enthoufiafte
pour le bien public? Encore méme il regne 2 Lay.
fanne ane inquilition fourde. Lesnoms d’Arminien
& de Socinien rempliffent encore ces lettres ot de
trés-honnétes gens rendent compte & leurs proteeurs
des fentimens de leurs concitoyens; & ceft fuivant
ces indices que les places fe diftribuent.

Je viens, non pas d’épuifer , mais d’'indiquer quel.
ques défauts qui fe trouvent dans votre puiffance 1¢.
giflative. Paffons a I'exécutrice. Celle-cielt laforce
publique, comme l'autre eft la volonté publique.
Maisun feulcorps , un feul homme, peut délibérer
& décider pour toure une nation. Il ne peut tout feul
agir pour elle. L adminiltration politique, compo-
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fée d’'un nombre infini de branches, veut qu'un grand
nombre d’officiers , foumis les uns aux autres, s’em=
ployent 2 faire jouer la machine i laquelle le maitre
ne peut que donner le mouvement général. Les hon-
neurs & lesavantages , que lcs\ lois attach;nt 2 6es em..
plois, doivent étre ouverts a tous ]?s citoyens, que
leurs talents & leur éducation ont mis en état de Jes
remplir. Les fardeaux leur font communs a tous, les
récompenfes doivent I'érre aufli  Un gouvernement
monarchique {atisfait aifément i ces jultes prétentions.
A Texception de quelques courtifans qui approchent
la perfonne du prince d'affez pres, pour fubftituer la
flatterie aux fervices, tous fes fujets lui font égaux,
Dés qu'un homme a du mérite, ou, fi l'on veut de la
faveur, onne lui demande points’il et Normand ou
Provcngal. D’Epernon étoit Gafcon; Richelien s
Champenois; Mazarin, Romain. Mais dans les ré-
publiques ariftogratiques, les fouverains compofés de
toute une ville veulent étre 1égiflateurs en corps, &
partager entre eux en détail tous les emplois confidé-
rables. Les talents, les lumitres dans votre Pays,
font inutiles pour quiconque n’eft pas né Bernois , &
dans un autre fens ils font ¢galement inutiles pour qui
left. Le fujet fe voit condamné par fa naiffance a
ramper dans une honteufe obfcurité. Le défefpoir le
faifit ; 1l néglige ce quinele peut mener A rien , & le
grand homme ne devient qu'un homme agréable. i
Je parlois de faire participer les fujets aux Bailliages ,
les Bernois crieroient an facrilege ; les Bailliages font
le patrimoine de I'état » & nous fommes l'état. 1l eft
Vral qu'on vous Jaiffe les Lieutenances Baillivales;
mals vous fayez affez quony méle certaines flipula.
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tions, de facon que, fi le nouveau magiftrat ne vit
pas quelque temps, fa famille perd au marché.
Privés de reflources, que refte-t-il aux gentils-
hommes du Pays de Vaud ? le fervice (.Lranger.
Mais onn’a pas manqué de leur rendre cette carriere
des plus épineufes, & de leur y fermer l'acces des
grades un peu élevés. Jenedirairien dubrillant fer-
vice de France. Les dépenfes font inévitables , & la
paye fi modlquc que P'enfeigne fe ruine, le capltame
vita peine, &méme le colonel ne peut amnffer Ainfi
vous devez béair le foin paternel du fouverain qui a
drellé toutes fes capitulations , de maniere i ne vous
point introduire en tentation. Ne parlons que du
fervice des Etats Généraux, fervice plus utile que
riant, ott'on s'ennuye & s’enrichit. Par le traité de
1712, le Canton de Beroe accorda vingt-quatre com-
paguies a leurs Hautes Puitfances, & promit de per-
mettre qu'on en fit toujours des regrues dans leurs
£tats, Seize compagnies étoient deftinées aux Bernois,
& les fouverains partageoient avec leurs fujets les huit
autres compagnies, dont on daignoit laiffer I'entrée
ouverte a cenx-ci : ainfi a ne fuppofer le crédit des
Bernois quégal a celuides fujets, pour parvenir a
ces buit dernicres compagnies, ce peuple roien pofs
{.deroit toujours vingt , fur vingt-quatre. La propor-
tion clt hoonéte, {i 'on fait attention qu'il y a dans
fe Canton pres dc cent mille hommes en état de porter
les armes, dont iln’y ena pas huit cens, bourgwls
de Berne Iz.nlh urs les petits bmngoom a qui cenom
{feul .\lpm_ de la fierté , aiment mieux croupir dans
Ja mi-ere a Berne, que de fe fai n(,pul leur travailun
g vraimentrefpectable, Ainfi daos toutes ces trote
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pes, je doute qu’on puiffe trouver cinquante Bernois
qui ne foient pas officiers.

Ces malheurs, me dites vous, ne font que pour
Ies gentilshommes ; C’C.& a dire, pourla partie la plus
refpectable, mais la molns nor'nbreuf'e d'cs citoyens. 1ls
s'évanouiflent dans ces maximes’ générales & égales
que vous venez d’établir. La tyrannie de vos Baillis
s’y évanouit-elle aufli? Le peuple, nom ficher &
Phumanité, en fent tout le joug. Je ne vous conterai
poiat des hiftoires de leurs oppreflions. Vous me chi-
caneriez fur la vérité des faits , & puis vous me diriez
qu’il ne faut jamais conclure du particulier au général,
& vous auriez raifon. Il vaut mieux faire fentir I'éten-
due de leur pouvoir, & laiffer a votre connoiffance
du cceur humain, a juger de I'ufage qu'ils en font,.
Chaque Baillieft 4 la fois chef de la juftice, de la mi-
lice, des finances & de la religion. Comme juge, il
‘décide fans appel jufqu’a la fomme de cent francss
fomme tres=modique pour vous, mais qui fait la for-
tune d'un payfan; & il décide feul, car fes affeffeurs
n'ont pas voix pondérative. Il donne, ou plutos il
vend prefque tousles emplois de fon bailliage. Sil'on
veutappeler defes fentences, il n’y a plus de Tribu-
nala Moudon, il faut aller 2 Berne, & quel payfan veut
fe ruiner a la pourfuite de la juftice? S’il cherche
encore a faire punirfon tyran, il demande ’entrée en
confeil. L’Avoyer l'accorde, peut-étre avec ‘beau-
coup dedifficulcé , & 2 force de fatigues & de dé-
penfes il parvient apouvoir plaider devantun Tribu-
nal li¢ avec fon bailli par le fang, & plus encore par
une conformité de forfaits, ou d’intéréts. -

Voure pays elt épuifé par les impélgs, tout modiques
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qu’ils font. Développons cette idée Pendant que
les pays le plus riches de 'Europe sabyment de dé-
penfes & de dettes, & mettent en @uvre des moyens
qui feroient trembler le plus hardi diffipateur, le
Canton de Berne eft le feul qui amafe des tréfors. Le
fecret de I'éeat el fi bien gardé, qu'il eft difficile de
le deviner. Stanyan, ambaffadeur d’Angleterre %
Beroe, qui avoit un efprit d’obfervation & de grandes
facilités pour fe bien informer, eftimoit, il y 2 quarante
ans, les fommes qu'il avoit dans les fonds publics de
Londres a trois cents milles livres fterling, ou fept
millions , & tout ce qui étoit refté dans le tréfor de
Berne, ou difperfé dans les autres banques de’Europe,
a dix huit cents mille livres fterling, ou quarante«
trois millions. On peut croire que ces tréfors n’ont
pas diminué depuis I'an 1722. Le moyen que le Can.
ton employe pour s'enrichireft tres-fimple. 11 dépenfe
beaucoup moins qu’il ne regoit. [Vlais que recoit - il 2
Je Pignore ; mais je vais tacher de le deviner. Les
douze baillages du Pays de Vaud rendent dans leurs
fix ans; a peu pies cing cents mille livres de Suiffe,
les uns portant les autres. Le revenu de douze , peut
donc monter aun million de livies de rente. Jai tou-
jours entendu dire que les Baillis prennent le dix pour
cent fur'les revenus du fouverain, Le voila donc ce
revenu d’un million par année. En rabattant les cent
mille liyres des Baillis, je compterais encore cent
mille écus pour les charges de I'état, ce quin’elt poing
une fuppofition batie en lair. Les autres deux cents
mille écus, qui dans un autre pays, fourniroient 3
Peutretien d’une cour & dune armée, dont les dé-
peales feroient retomber fur la terre la rofée qui en
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étoit tirée, vont ici senfouir dansles coffres du fouve-
rain, ou {e difperfer dans les banques publiques, &
précaires de 'Europe, pour étre un jour une proie &
Vinfidélité d’un commis, ou a Pambition d’un con-
quérant. Cette pefte continuelle de‘s efpeces éteint
Pinduftrie, empéche tout effort, quine fe peut faire
fans argent , & appauvrit infenfiblementle pays.

Tels font vos maux, Monfieur. Eh bien! me
répondez vous, n'avez vous fondé nos playes que
pour enaigrirla douleur ? Quel confeil nous donnez
vous ? Aucun, {i vous ne m’avez pas déja prévenu.
Il'y a une voie que je puis vous confeiller, c'eft celle
delaremontrance. Mais il y a des maux tellement
enracinés dans la conflitution d’'un état, que Platon
lui- méme n’eut pas efpéré du fucces pour une pareille
députation. Ne tiendront-ils pas contre les remon-
trances, eux quiont pu tenir contre deux centsans
de fidélité & de fervices ? 11y a un autre remede plus
prompt, plus entier, plus glorieux: Guillaume Tell
vous l'elit confeillé; mais je ne vous le confeille point.
Je fais que I'efprit du citoyen, comme celui de la
charité, fouffre beaucoup, & efpere long - temps.
1la raifon. 1l connoit les malheurs attachés A la fou-
miffion. 11 ignore ceux que la réfiftance pourroit
entrainer.  Vous, qui me connoiffez, Monficur,
vous favez combien je refpecte ces principes amis de
la paix & des hommes. Tribun féditieux , je ne cher-
cherai jamais 4 faire fecouer au peuple le joug de
Pautoritg, pourle conduire du murmure, 2 lafédition;
de la fédition, & I'anarchie; & de I'anarchic, peut
étre , au defpotifme.

Cepeadant avec la franchife, qui a partout conduit
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ma plume, je vais détruire quelques monfires de
Romans, qui vous peuvent effrayer. Que vous,
préfériez Je parti de I'entreprife ou celui du repos, je
voudrois que ce fut la raifon, & non le préjugé, qui
vous dictat ce parti, '

Les Bernois ont des droits fur votre obéiffance ;
vous craignez de leur faire une injuftice en la retirant.

NV R
Mr. GIBBON to Mrs. PORTEN.

DEAR MADAM, LAUSANNE, 1756.

F‘ AR no reproaches for your negligence , however
great; for your filence, however long. Ilove you
too well to make you any. Nothing, in my opinion,
1s fo ridiculous as fome kind of friends , wives , and
lovers , who look on no crime as fo heinous as the
letting flip a poft without writing., The charm of
friend(hip is liberty ; and he that would deftroy the
one, deftroys, without defigning it, the better half
of the ather. 1 compare friendfhip to charity, and
letters to alms; the laft fignifies nothing without the
firlt, and very often the firft is very firong, although
it does not fhow itfelf by the other. It is not good-
will which is wanting, it is only opportunities or
means. However, one month — two months —
three months — four months — I began not to be
angry, butto beuneafy, for fear fome accident had
happened to you. I was often on the point of writing,
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but was always Ropped by the hopes of hearing from
you the next poft. Befides, notto flacter you, your
excufe is a very bad one. You cannot entertain me
by your letters. 1 think I ought to know that better
than you; and I affure you that one of your plain
fincere letters entertains me morc.than the moft polifh-
ed one of Pliny or Cicero. *Tis your heart {peaks ,
and I look on your heart as much better in its way
than either of their heads.

Out of pure politenefs I ought to talk of ***
kA% * x4 before myfelf. I was fome hours with
him in this place, that is to fay, almoft all the time
he was here. Ifind him always * * * ***x always
good. natured, alwaysamufing, and always trifling.
I alked him fome queftions about Italy ; he told me,
he hurried out ofit as foon as he could, becaufe there
was no French comedy, and he did not love the
Italian opera. 1let{flip fome words of the pleafure he
thould have of feeing his native country again, on
account of the fervices he could render her in parlia-
ment. “Yes (fays he),1 want valtly to be at London;
“ there are three years fince I have feen Garrick.”
He fpoke to me of you, and indeed not only with
confideration, but with affection. Were there
nothing elfe valuable in his charader, Ifhould love
bim , becaufe he loves you. He told me he intended
to fee you as foon as he fhould be in England ; Iam
glad he has kept his word. I was fo taken up with
my old friend, that I could not fpeak a word to
%% He appeared, however ; a good, fen-
fible, modeft young man. Poor Minorca indeed
thus loft! but poor Englilhmen who have loft it}
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I think the fecond exclamation ftill ftronger than the
firlt. Poor Lord Torrington! [ can’t help pitying
him. What a (hameful uncle he has! [ (hall lofe all
my opinion of my countrymen, if the whole nation,
Whigs, 1 ories, Courtiers. Jacobites, &c. &c. &c. &c.
are not unanimous in detefting that man. Pray, is
there any truth 10 a ffory we had here, of a brother
of Admiral Byng’s baving killed himfelf out of rage
and (hame? f did not think he had any brothers alive.
It is thoughe bere that Byng will be acquitted. I
hope not. Though i do not love rafh judgments, I
cannot help thioking him guilty.

You alk me, when I fhall come into England ?
How fhould I know it? The 14th of June I wrote
to my father, and faying nothing of my return,
which I knew would have been to no purpofe, I
defired him to give me a fixed allowance of 2001,
a-year, or, at leaft, to allow me a fervant. No
anfwer. About a fortnight ago I renewed my
requeft; and I cannot yet know what will be my
fuccefs. I defign to make a virtue of neceflity, to keep
quiet during this winter, and to put in ufe all my
machines next {pring, in order to come over*®, I
fhall write the ftrongeflt , and at the fame time the
moft dutiful letter I can imagine to my father. 1f
all that produces no effect, I don't know what I
can do. :

You talk to me of my coufin Ellifon’s wedding ;
but you don’t fay a word of who {he is married to,
Is it Elliot ? Though you have not feen my father
yet, I fuppofe you have heard of him. How was
he in town ? His wife, was fhe with him 2 Has
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marriage produced any changement in his way of
liviog ? ls.he to be alvtlayrs at Beriton, or will he
come up to London in winter 7 Pray have you ever
feen my mother-in-law, or heard any thing more
of her character 2 Compliments to every body that
makes me compliments: to the Gilberts, to the
Comarques , to Lord Newnham, &e. \th-n you
fee the Comarques again, a(k them if they did not
know, at Putney, Monfieur la Vabre, and his
daughters ; perhaps you know them yourfelf. [ faw
them lately in this country ; one of them very well
married.

The Englifhman who.lodges in our houfe, islittle
fociable at lealt for a reafonable perfon. My health
always good, my ftudies pretty good. lunderftand
Greek pretty well. I have even fome kind of corref-
pondence with feveral learned men, with [VIr, Crevier
of Paris, with Mr. Breitinger of Zurick, and with
Mr. Allamand, a clergyman of this country, the
molt reafonable divine I ever knew. Do you never
read now ? Tam a little piqued that you fay nothing
of Sir Charles Grandifon; if you have not read it yet,
read it for my fake. Perhaps Clariffa does not encour-
age you; but, in my opinion, it is much fuperior
to Clariffa. When you have read it, read the letters
of Madame de Sevigné to her daughter; I don’t
doubt of their being tranflated into Englifh. They
@re properly what I called in the beginning of my
letter, Jecters of the heart; the natural expreffions
of 2 mother’s fondnefs ; regret at their being at 2
great diftance from one another, and continual
{chemes to get together again. All that, won'tit pleafe
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you ? There is fcarce any thing elfe in fix whole
volumes: and notwithftanding that, few people
read them without finding them too fhort, Adieu :
my paperisat anend. Idon’t dare to tell you to write
foon. Doit, however, if you can. Y ours affe@ionately,

E. Gisson.

N° XIL

. Rev. Dr. WALDGRAVE *° 70 EDWARD GIBBON
Lfq. junior.

DEAR SIR, ‘WasnineTon, near STORRINGTON 4
December 7th, 1958.

T uave read nothing for fome time'(and I keep
reading on ftill) thac has given me fo much pleafure
as your letter, which I received by the laft poft. I
rejoice at your return to your country, to your father,
and to the good principles of truth and reafon. Had
1 in the lealt fufpected your defign of leaving us, I
fhould immediately have put you upon reading Mr.
Chillingworth’s Religion of Proteftants; any one
page of which is worth a library of Swifs divinity.
It will give me great pleafure tofee you at Wafhing-
ton; whereIam, 1 thank God, very well and very
lmppy. I defire my refpects to IMr. Gibbon ; andam
with very greac regard, dear Sir,
Your moft affectionate humble fervant
THO. WALDGRAVE.
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Ne XII.
Mr, GIBBON to his FATHER,

DEAR SIR, 1760,

Ax addrefs in writing , from a perfon who has the
pleafure of being with you every day, may appear
fingular. However, I have preferred this method ,
as upon paper I can fpeak without a blufh , and be
heard without interruption, If my letter difpleafes
you, impute it, dear Sir, only to yourfelf. You
have treated me, not like a fon , but like a friend.
Can you be furprifed that I fhould communicate to a
friend, all my thoughts, and allmy defires ? Unlefs
the friend approve them , let the father never know
them ; or at leaft, let him know at the fame time ,
that however reafonable, however eligible , my
fcheme may appear to me, I would rather forget it
for ever, than caufe him the {lighteft uneafinefs,
When I firft returned to England, attentive to my
future intereft, you were fo good as to give me hopes
of a feat in parliament. This feat , it was fuppofed
would be an expenfe of fifteen hundred pounds. This
defign flattered my vanity , as it might enable me to
thine in fo auguft an affembly. It flattered a nobler
Paflion ; T promifed myfelf that by the means of this
feat] might be one day the infirument of fome good
to my country. But 1 foon perceived how little a
mere Yirfl101ls inclination, unaflifted by talents, could
contrfbu[e towards that great end ; and a very fhort
examination difcoyered o me, that thofe talents had
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not fallen to my lot. Do not, dear Sir, impute this
declaration to a falfe modefty, the teanelt {pecies of
pride. Whatever elfe I may be ignorant of, I think
I know myfelf, and fhall always endeavour to men=
tion my good qualities without Vanity, and. my
defects without repugnance, 1 fhall fay nothing of
the moft intimate acquaintance with his country and
language, fo abfolutely neceffary to every fenator.
Since they may be acquired, toalledge my deficiency
in them, would feem only the plea of lazinefs. But
I thall fay with great truth, that I never poffeffed
that gifc of fpeech, the firlt requifite of an orator,
which ufeand labor may improve , but which nature
alone can beftow. That my temper, quiet, retired ,
fomewhat referved, could neitheracquire popularity,
bear up againft oppofition , nor mix with eafe in the
crowds of public life. That even my genius (if you
willallow meany ) is better qualified for the deliberate
compofitions of the clofet, than for the extemporary
difcourfes of the parliament. An unexpected ob-
jection would difconcert me; and as I am incapable
of explaining to others , whatI do not thoroughly
underftand myfelf, I fhould be meditating, while I
ought to be anfwering. I even want neceflary pre-
judices of party. and of nation. In popular affemblies,
it is often neceffary to infpire them; and never orator
infpired well a paffion, which he did not feel him.
felf. Suppofe me even miftaken in my own chara®er;
to fet out with the repugnance fuch an opinion muft
produce , offers but an indifferent profpect. But I
hear you fay, it is not neceffary that every man (hould

enter into parliament wich fuch exalted hopes. It is
to
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10 acguire a title the molt glotious of any in 4 free
country, and to employ the weightand confideration
it gives, in the fervice of one’s friends. Such motives,
th:mgh not glorious, yet are notdifhonordble 5 and
o L\()mugh in ourcommand, if you could
bring me in without any great expenfe ; or if our
fortune enabled us to'defpife thatexpenfe, then indeed
T Mhould think them of the greateft firength. Bug
with our private fortune, is it worth while to pur-
chafe at fo bigh a rate, a title, honorable in itfelf,
but which 1 muft fhare with every fellow that can
lay out fifteen hundred pounds ? Befides, dear Sir,
a merchandife 1s of little value to the owner, when
he is refolved not to fell it.

I fhould affront your penetration, did Inotfuppofe
you now fee the drift of this letter. Itisto appropriate
to another ufe the fum with which you deftined to
bring me into parliament; to employ it, not in
making me great, but in rendering me bappy.. I
have often heard you fay yourfelf, that the allowance
you had been {o indulgent as to grant me, thongh
very lberal in regard to your eftate, was yet but
fmall, when compared with the almoft neceffary
extravagancies of the age. 1 have indeed found it fo,
notwith{tanding a good deal of economy, and an
exemption from many of the common expenfes of
youth. This, dear Sir, would be a way of fupply-
ing thefe deficiencies, withoutany additional expenfe
toyou. — But I forbear, — If you think my propofals
reafonable , you want no entreaties to engage you to
C;’r‘“l‘)ly with them ; if otherwife, all will be withouk
effect.

Vo, 11, G
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Allthat T am afraid of, dear Sir, is, thatI fhould
feem not fo much alking a favor, as this really is,
asexacting a debt. Afterall I can fay you will flill
remain the beft judge of my good, and your own
circumftances. Perhaps, like molt landed gentlemen,
an addition to my annuity would fuit you better,
than a fum of money given at once ; perhaps the fum
itfelf may be too confiderable. Whatever you fhall
think proper to beftow upon me, or in whatever
manner, will be received with equal gratitude.

I intended to ftop here ; but as I abhor the leaft
appearance of art, I think it will be better to lay
open my whole fcheme at once, The unhappy war
which now defolates Europe, will oblige me to
defer feeing France till a peace. But that reafon can
haveno influence upon Italy, acountry which every
fcholar muft long to fee; fhould you grant my requeft,
and not difapprove of my manner of employing your
bounty, I would leave England this Autumn , and
pafs the winter at Laufanne, with V. de Voltaire
and my old friends. The armies no longer obftruct
my paffage, and itmult be indifferent to you, whether
1 am at Laufanne or at London during the Winter,
fince I fhallnot be at Beriton. Inthe Spring I would
crofs the Alps, and after fome ftay in Italy, as the
war muft then be terminated, return home through
France; to live happily with you and my dear mother.
I am now two-and-twenty ; a tour muft take up a
confiderable time, and though I believe you have
no thoughts of fettling me foon, (and I am fure I
bave not,) yet fo many things may intervene. that
the man who does not travel early, runs a great rifk




EDWARD GIBBON Efguire. 83

of not travelling atall. But this part of my fcheme,
as well as the whole, I fubmit entirely to you.
Permit me; dear Sir, toadd, thatIdo notknow
whether the complete compliance with my wifhes
could increafe my love and gratitude ; but that I am
very fure , no refufal could diminifh thofe fentimengs
swith which Ifhall always remain, dear Sir,
Y our moft dutiful and obedient fon and fervant -
E. Gi1BBON junior.

N° XIIIL
Mr. MALLET z0 Mr. G1BBON,

DEAR SIR, : 1461,

I CoULD notprocure youa ticket for the coronation,
without putting you to the expenfe of ten guineas.
ButI now fend you fomething much more valuable,
which will coft you only a groat. When will your
father or you bein town ? Defire Becket to fend me
one of your books, well bound . for myfelf : all the
other copies | gave away , as Duke Defenany drunk
out ten dozen of Lord Bolingbroke’s Champagne in
his abfence — to your honor and glory. I need not
tell you that I am,
moft affeionately,
the [Major’s and your
very humble fervant ,

Turn over, read, and be delighted,

Let your father too read. D. MALLET

G 2
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Jai lu avec autant d’avidité que de fatisfa@ionle
bon & agréable ouvrage, dontl'auteur m’a fait préfent.
Je parle comme {1 IVI. Gibbon ne m’avoit pasloué, &
méme un peu trop fort. Jai lu le'livre d’un citoyen
du monde, d’un véritable homme de lettres, qui les
aime pour elles-mémes, fans exception ni prévention,
& qui joint a beaucoup d’efprit, le bon {ens plus rare
queleflprit, ainfi qu’une impartialité qui le rend jufte
& modelte, malgré I'impreffion qu'il a du recevoir
des auteurs fans nombre qu'il alus, & trés-bien lus:
J'ai donc dévoré ce petit ouvrage , auquel je défire-
rois de bon cezur une plus grande étendue , & que je
voudrois faire lire & tout Ie monde.

Je témoigne aufli A My Lady Hervey, lobligation
quejeluiai, de m’avoir fait connoitre un auteur qui
prouvea chaque mot, que lalittérature n’eft ennemie
que de I'ignorance & des travers , qui mérite d'avoir
des Maty pour amis, & qui d’ailleurs honore & for-
tifie notre langue par T'ufage que fon efprit en fait
faire.  Si pérois plus favant , j'appuyerois fur le mérite
des difcuffions , & fur la jufteffe des obfervations.

CayLus.

Ne XI1V.
GEo. LEW1S ScOTT Lfguire to EDWARD GIBBON junior.

SUPPOSING you fettled in quarterss* dear Sir, I
obey your commands, and fend you my thoughts,
relating to the purfuit of your mathematical fudics.
You told me, you had read Clairaut’s Algebra, and
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the three firt books of 'Hopital’s Conic Sections.
You did not mention the Elements of Geometry
you had perufed. Whatever they were, whether
Euclid’s, or by fome other, you will do well, ifyou
have not applied yourfelf that way for fome time paft,
to eo over them again, and render the conclufions
familiar to your memory. You may defer, however,
a very critical inquiry into the principles and reafon-
ing of geometers , till Dr. Simpfon’s new edition of
Euclid (now in the prefls) appears. 1 would have
you ftudy that book well ; in the mean time recapi-
tulate Clairant and I'Hopital, fo far as you have
gone, and then go through the remainder of the
marquis’s books with care. The fifth book will be an
Introducion to the Analyfedes Infiniment petits ;” to
which I would advife you to proceed, after finifhing
the Conic Seéions. The Infiniment petits may want
a comment; Croufaz has written one, but it is a
wretched performance : he did not underftand the
firlt principles of the feience he undertook to illuf-
trate ; and his geometry fhows, that he did not
underftand the firlt principles of geometry. There is
a pofthumous work of V. Varignon’s, called Zclair-
ciffemens fur I'Analyfe des Infiniment petits.  Paris,
1725, ato. This will be often of ufe to you. How-
ever, it muft be owned, that the notion of the
Infiniment petits , or Infinitcfimals , as we call them ,
is too bold an affumption, and too remote from the
principles of the ancients, our mafters in geometry;
and has given a handle to an ingenious author
(l’rcrkclcy, late bifhop of Cloyne ) to attack the logic
of modern mathematicians. He has been anfwered

Gz
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by many, but by none fo clearly as by IVIr. Maclau rin,
in his Fluxions, (2 vols. in 4t0,) where you will
mect with a colledtion of the moft valuablet difco-
veries in the mathematical and phyfico.mathematical
fciences. Irecommend this author to you; but whe-
theryou ought to read him immediately after M de
PHopital , may be a queftion, I think you may be
{atisfied at firlt with reading his introduction , and
chap. 1. book L of the grounds of the Method of
Fluxions , and then proceed to chap. 12. of the fame
book, § 495 to § 505 inclufive , where he treats of the
Method of Infinitefimals, and of the Limits of Ra.
tios. Youmay then read chap. 1. book 1! § 697 to
§7141nclufive;and this you may do immediately af.
terreading the firft fection of the Analyfz des Infiniment
petits : or if you pleafe, you may poftpone a critical
inquiry into the principles of Infinitefimals and Fluxe
ions, till you havefeen the ufe and application of
this doctrine in the drawing of Tangents, and in fin-
ding the Maxima and Minima of Geometrical Mag-
nitudes. Annal. des Infin. pet. S 2 and 3.

When you have read the beginning of I'Hopital’s
4thfect. to fect. 65 inclufive, you mayread [VIaclau-
rin’s chap.2, 3,and 4; where he fully explains the
nature of thefe higher orders of Fluxions, and applies
the notion to geometrical figures. Your principles
being then firmly eftablifhed, you may finifh IVI. de
I'Hopital.

Your next ftep muft be to the inverfe method of
Fluxions, called by the French calcul intégral, Mon-
fieur de Bougainville bas given usa treatife upon this
fubject, Paris, 1754, 4to. under the title Zraité du cal-
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cul intégral pour fervir de fuite a Panalyfe des Infiniment
petits.  You fhould haveit; but though he explains
the methods hithertofound outfor the determination
of Fluents from given Fluxions, or in the French
{tyle, pour trouver les intégrales des di érqucc?‘ (lom{ées 3
yet as he has not hown Lh.c ufeand :A;?pll(;dtlon of this
doctrine, as de 'Hopital did, with refpect to that part
which he treats of, IVI. de Bougainville’s book is,,
for that reafon, not fo well fuited to beginnersas could
be wifhed. You may therefore take Carré’s book
in 4to , printed at Paris, 1790, and entitled , Méthode
pour la Mefuredes Surfaces, &c. par I’ Application du Gal-
culintégral, Only 1 muft caution you againft depen-
ding upon him in his fourth fection, where he treats
of the centre of ofcillationand percufiion ; he having
made {everal miftakes there, as IVI. de Mairan has
fhown, p. 196. Mém, del' Acad. Roy. des Sciences , edit,
Paris, 1735. After Carré, you may read Bougainville.

I have recommended French authors to you, be-
caufe you are a thorough mafter of that language,
and becaufe, by their ftudying ftyle and clearnels of
expreffion, they feem to me beft adapted to begin-
ners., Ouranthorsare often profound and acute, but
their laconifms, and neglect of expreflion, often per-
plex beginners. I except Mr. Maclaurinwho is very
clear;butthen he has fuch a vaft variety of matter, that
a great part of his book is, on that account, too diffi-
cult for a beginner, I might recommend other authors
to you, as a courfe of elements; for inftance, you
might read Mr. Thomas Simpfon’s Geometry , Al-
gebra, Trig()nomctry , and Fluxions; all which con-
tain a great variety of good things. In his Geometry

G 4
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he departs from Euclid without a fufficient reafon.
]lu\VL‘.f\‘! , voumay read him after Dr, Robert Sima
fon's Kuclid , o1 together with it, and take notcice of
what is new in Thomas .mnpff)n His Algebra you
may join with Clairaut ; and the rather that Clairaut
bhas been ﬁwnmr of particular pmblcmﬁ, and bas,
befides, omitted feveral ufeful au[mmtmm of Alge:
bra. ")Hl)”)r“l] s Fluxions may go band in band wnh
FHopital, Maclavrin , Carré, and Bougainville. 1f
you come to havea competent knowledge of thefe
authors, you will be far advanced, and yoy may pro-
ceed to th( works of Newton, Cotes, the Bernoulli’s
Dr. Moivre, &c. as your 1.-1chnation and time will
pe rooit, Sir lfaac Newton's treatife of the Quadrature
of Curves has been well commented by Mr. Stew-
art, and is of itfelf a good inflitution of Fluxions.
Sir Ifaac’s Algebra is commented in feveral places by
Clairaut , and in more in Maclaurin’s Algebra; and
Newton's famous Princi iplaare C\pl.m)ul by the Mi-
nims jacquirs & le Seur, Geneva , 4 vols. 4to. Cotes
1s explained by Don \Valmtﬂ 'y, in his Analyfe des
Mefures , &c. Paris, 4to.  You fee you may find work:
cnou()n. Butmy paper bids me fubfcribe myfelf
.dear Sir,
Your molt obedient fervant,
LEICESTER-SQUARE , Gro. LewisScoTr,
May 9, 1962.

P. 5. Butl recolle, a little late, that the books
I have mentioned, éxcepting Ncwmn S l’lmmpu
and the occafional problems in the reft, treat only of
the abftract parts of the Mathematics; and you are,
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no doubt, willing to look into the concrete parts, 6r
what is called Mixed Mathematics, and the Phyfico-
mathematical Sciences. Of thefesthe principal are,
mechanics, optics , and altronomy. As to the prine
ciples of mechanics, M. d Alembert has recommen-
ded M. Trabaud’s Principes du Mouvement & de
I Equilibre , to beginners ; and you cannot do better
than to” ftudy this book. In optics we have Dr.
Smith’s Complete Syftem , 2 vols, 4to. Iwifh though,
we had a good inftitution , fhort and clear; the Doc-
tor’s book entering into too great details for begin.
ners. However, you may confider his firk book,
or popular Treatife, as an Inftitution, and you will
from thence acquire a good deal of knowledge. In
aftronomy I recommend M. le Monniet's Inflitu-
tions Aflronomiques , in 4to. Paris, 1746. It isa tranf-
lation from Keil’s Aftronomical Lectures, but with
confiderable additions. You fhould alfo have Caf-
fini’s Elémens d' Afironomic , 2 vols. 4to. As to the
phv(u al caufes of the celeftial motions, after having
read Maclaurin’saccount of Sir Ifaac Newton’s philo-
fophical Difcoveries, and Dr, Pemberton’s View of
Sir lfaac’s I’hxlr\fophv you may read the great 'mthm‘
himfelf, with the comment. But if you read Mac-
laurin’s' Fluxions throughout, you will find many
points of Sir Ifaac’s philofophy well explained there.
The theory oflight and colors fhould be ftudied in
Sir [ faac himfelf, in the Englifh edition of his Op-
tics, 8vo. there is a branch of the optical fciences
which I have not mentioned, that is, Perfpective.

Dr. Brook Taylor’s is the beft fyftem, but hisityle
and expreffion is embarraffed and obfcure. E’ Abbé
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de la Caille has alfo givena good treatife of Perfpec-
tive, at the end of his Optique : thefe are of ufe to pain.
ters; buc the theory of mathematical projection in
general is more extenfive , and has been well treated
of by old writers, Clavius, Aguillonius, Tacquet,
and de Chules : and lately VL. de la Caille has given a
memoiramong thofe of the Acad. Roy. des Sciences
of Paris, anno 1741 , fur le calcul des projections en gé-
néral.  ‘This fubject is neceflary for the underftan-
dingof the theory of maps and planifpheres. Mathe-
maticians havealfo applied their art tothe theory of
founds and mufic. Dr. Smith’s Harmonics is the prina
cipal book ofthe kind.

Thus bave I given you fome account of the prin.
cipal elementary authors in the different branches of
mathematical knowledge, and it were much to be
wifhed that we had a complete inftitution , or courfe,
of all thefe things of a moderate fize, which might
ferve as an introduction to all the good original an-
thors. Wolfius attempted this; hisintentionwas lage
dable, but his book is fo full of errors of the prefs,
befides fome of his own, that 1 cannot recommend
him to a beginner. He might be ufed occafionally
for the fignification of terms, and for many hiftorical
fads relating to mathematics; and , befides, may be
confidered asa collector of problems, which is ufeful.

Befides the books I have mentioned, it might be of
ufe to you to have IVI. Montucla’s Hifloire des Mat/é-
matiques yin 4to, 2 vols. You will there find a hifto-
ry ofthe progrefs of the mathematical fciences, and
fome account of the principal authors relating to this
fubjed.
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I mentioned, to you in converfation,, the fuperior
elegance of the ancient method of demonfiration. 1€
yozl incline to examine this point, after being well
verfed in Euclid, yon may proceed to' Dr. Simfon’s
Conic Se&ions; and toform an idea of the ancient
analyfis or method of invcﬂigatigg the folution of
geometrical problems, read Buclid’s Data, which
Dr. Simfon will publib, together withhis new edition
of Buclid ; and then read his Loci Plani , in 4to. The
elegance of the method of the ancientsis confeffed ;
but it feems to require the remembrance of a great
multitude of propofitions, and in complicated pro-
blems it does not feem probable that it can be ex-
tended fo far as the algebraic method,

Nes XV
EpwARD GiBBON Zfjuire to Mrs. GisBoN, Beriton,
DEAR MADADNM, PaRr1S , February the r2th 1763.

VA

& ou remember our agreement,—{hort and frequent
letters. The firft part of the treaty you have no doubt
of my obferving. I think I oughtnot to leave you
any of the fecond. 4 propos, of treaty : our definitive
one was figned here yefterday, and this morning the
Duke of Bridgewater and IVIr. Neville went for Lon-
don with the news of it. The plenipotentiaries fat up
till ten o’clock in the morning at the ambaffador of
Spain’s ball, and then went to fign this treaty, which
regulates the fate of Europe.

Paris, in moft refpedts, has fully anfwered my €x=
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pectations. T have a number of very good acquaint-
ance, which increafe every day; for nothing is fo
ealy as the making them here. Inftead of complain-
ing of the want of them , I begin already to think of
makingachoice. Next Sunday, for inftance, I have
only three invitations to dinner. Either in the houfes
youare already acquainted, you meet with people
who afk you to come and fee them, or fome of your
friends offer themfelves to introduce you. When I
fpeak of thefe connexions, I mean chiefly for dinner
and the evening. Suppers, as yet, Lam pretty much
a ftranger to , and fancy fhall continue fo; for Paris is
divided into two fpecies, who have but little com.
munication with each other. The one, whois chiefly
connected with the men of letters, dine very much
athome, are glad to fee their friends, and pafs the eve-
nings till about nine , in agreeable and rational con-
verfation. The others are the moft fafhionable , fup
in numerous parties, and always play, or rather game,
both before and after fupper. You may eafily guefs
which fort fuits me beft. Indeed , Vladam » We may
fay what we pleafe of the frivolity of the French,
but, I do aflure you, that ina fortnight pafled at Paris,
I bave heard more converfation worth remembering,
and feen more men of letters among the people of
fathion|, than I had done in two or three winters in
London. '
Amongft my acquaintance I cannot help mention-
ing IVL. Helyetius , the author of the famots book de
PEfprit. I met himat dinner as Madame Geoffrin’s
where he took great notice of me, made me 2 vifit
nextday, has everfince treated me, not in a polite but
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a friendly manner. Befides being a fenfible man, an
agreeable companion, and the worthieft creature in
the world , he has a very pretty wife,,a hundred thou-
fand livres a year ,and one o'ftl?e beflt tables in Paris.
The only thing 1diflike in him is his great attachment
to, and admiration for * * * ."’, whofe chara@er ig
indeed at Paris beyond any thing you can conceive,
To the greatcivility of this foreigner , who was not
obliged to take the leaft notice of me, I muft juft
contralt the behaviour of * * * * * ¥

Ne. XVI.
Mr, G1BBON 20 kis FATHER.

DEAR SIR, Par1s, February 24, 1963.

T recerven your letterabout twelve days after its
date, owing, as Lapprehend, to Mr. Foley’s negli-
gence. My directionis @ Monfieur Monfieur Gibbon,
Gentilhomme Anglois a I'Hotel de Londres , rue du Co-
dombier , Fauzbourg St. Germain, @ Paris. You fee
Yaw fill in that part of the town; andindeed from all
the intelligence L could colleé, I faw no reafon to
change, either on account of cheapnefs or pleafant-
nefs. Madame Bontems , VMrs. Mallet’s friend , and
a Marquis de Mirabeau, { Igot acquainted with at
her houfe, ) have acted a very friendly part; though
all their endeavours have only ferved to convince me
that Paris is unavoidably a very dear place. Iam for-
ry to find my Englifh clotheslook very foreign. The
Erench are now exceflively long.waifted, At pre-
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fent we are in mourning for the Bifhop of Liege, the
king’suncle; and expe foon another of a fingular na-
ture, for the old Pretender, who is very il They
mourn forhim , not asa crowned bead, but as a rela-
tion of the king’s. I am doubtful how the Englifh
here will bebave; indeed we can have no difficulties,
fince we need only follow the example of the Duke
of Bedford.

I havenow paffed nearly a month in this place,and
I can fay with truth, that it has anfwered my moft
fanguine expectations. The buildings of every kind ,
thelibraries , the public diverfions, take up a great
part of my time; and I have already found feveral
houfes, where it is both very eafy and very agreeable
to beacquainted. Lady Harvey’s recommendation
to Madame Geoffrin was a moftexcellentone. Her
houfeisavery good one; regular dinners there every
Wednefday , and the beft company of Paris, in men
of letters and people offafhion. It was at her houfe
I conne&ed myfelf with V1. Helvetius,; who , from
his heart, his head , and his fortune, is a moft valuable
man.

Athis houfeI was introduced to the Baron d’Olbach;
who is a man of parts and fortune , and has two din-
ners every week, The other houfes I am knownin,
are the Duchefs d’Aiguillon’s , Madame la Comtefle
deFroulay’s, Madame du Bocage , Madame Boyer,
IVL. Ie Mlarquis de Mirabeau, and IVI. de Foncemagne,
All thefe people have their different merit; in fome I
meet with good dinners; in others, focieties for the
evening ; and inall , good fenfe , entertainment, and
civility ; which , as I have no favors to alk, or bufi
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nefs to tranfact with them, is fufficient for me. Their
men of letters are as affable and communicative as I
expected. My letters to them did me no harm , but
were very little neceflary. My b(.)ok had been of
great fervice to me, and the cn.mphincnts 1 h;\_vc Te-
ceived upon it would make me mfuﬂ'cmbly. vain, if [
laid any ftrefs on thefn. When 1 take notice of the
civilities I havereceived, I muft take notice too of
what I have feen of a contrary behaviour. You know
how much I always built upon the Count de Caylus:
he has not been of the lealt ufe to me. With great
difficulty I have feen him , and that is all. 1 do not,
however, attribute his behaviour to pride, ordiflike
to me, but folely to the man’s general character,
which feems to bea very odd one. De laMotte, Vrs.
Mallet’s friend, has behaved very drily to me, though
Thave dined with him twice. But I'can forgive him
agreat deal,in confideration of his having introduced
me to VL. d’Augny (Mrs. Mallet’s fon ). Her menare
generally angels or devils; but here [ really think,
without being very prone to admiration , that fhe has
faidvery little too much of him,  As faras Lcanjudge,
he has certainly an uncommon degree of underftand-
ing and knowledge, and, I believe ,a great fund of
honor and probity. We are very much together,
and 1 think our intimacy feems to be growing into a
friendmip. Next Sunday we go to Verfailles ; the
king’s guard is done by a detachment from Paris,
which is relieved every four. days; and as he goes
upon this command, it isa very good occafion for me
to fee the palace. I fhall not neglect, at the fame

time , the opportunity of informing myfelf of the
Erench difcipline,
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The great news at prefent is the arrival of a very exs
traordinary perfon from the Iile of France in the Eaft
Indies, An obfcure Frenchman, who was lately
come into the ifland , being very ill, and given over,
faid , that before he died he muft difcharge his con-
fcience ofa great burden he had upon it, and declared
to feveral people, he was the accomplice of Damien,
and the very perfon who held the horfes. Unluckily
for him, the man recovered after this declaration,
was immediately fent prifoner to Paris, and is juft
landed at Port 'Orient , from whence, he is daily
expected herc, to unravel the whole myftery of
that dark affair. This ftory ( which atfirlk was laugh-
ed at) has now gained entire credit, and Iapprehend
muft he founded on real fact.

A lady of mifs Caryll's acquaintance lias defired
me to convey the inc lofedetter to her. You will be
fo good as to fend it over to Lady- nult. I hopel
need fay nothing of my fentiments towards our
friends at l)Cmon nor of my readinels to execute
any of their u)mmands here.

I am, dear Sir, molt affectionately yours,
E. Gizson.

Ne XVIL
Mr. GIBBON fo Mr. HOLROYD af Laufanne.

DEAR HOLROYD,BoromEAN IsLaNDs, May the 1 6th, 19647

}IURRY of running about, time taken up with
feeing places, &c. are excellent excufes; but 1 f ancy
you will guefs that my lazinefs and averfion to Wrlt-

lﬂg
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ing to my beft fiiend are the realmotives , and 1 am
afraid you will have guelled right.

We are at this minute in a moft magnificent palace,
in the middle ofavaltlake; ranging about fuits of
rooms without a foul to interiupt us, and fecluded
from the reft of the univerfe. We (hall fitdown in a
moment to fupper, attended by all the €ount’s houfe.
hold. This is the fine fide of the medal: turnto'the
reverfe. We are got here wet to the (kin; we have
crawled about fine gardens which rain and fogs
prevented our feeing ; and if to- morrow does not
hold up a lictle better, we fhall be in fome doube
whether we can fay we have feen thefe famous
iflands. Guife fays yes, and I fay no. The Count is
not here ; we have our fupper from a paultry hedge
alehoufe, (excufe the bull,) and the fervants have
offered us bedsin the palace, purfuant to their malter’s
directions.

1 hardly think you will like Thurin; the court is
old and dull; and in that country every one follows
the example of the court. The principal amuferhent
feems to be, driving about in your coach in the
evenlng, afid bowing to the people you meet If
you go while the Royal Family is there, you have
the additional pleafure of ftopping to falute them
evety time they pafs. I had that advantage fifteen
times one afternoon. We were prefented o a lady
Who keeps a public affembly, and a very mournful
oneitis; the few women that gotortare each taken
up by their cicifbeo; anda poor Englihman, who
€an neither talk Piedmontois nor play at Faro,

ftands by himfelf without one of their haﬁglny nobis
Vou 1L W
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lity doing him the honor of fpeaking to him. You
mult not attribute this account to our not having
ftaid long enough to form connexions. Itis a general
complaint of our countrymen , except of Lord ** ¥,
who has been engaged for about two years in the
{ervice of a lady, whofe long nofe is her moft diftin-
guilhing fine feature. The moft fociable women I
bave met with are the king’s daughters. I chatted
for about a quarter of an hour with them, ‘talked
about Laufanne, and grew fo very free and eafy,
that I drew my fouff-box, rapped it, took fouff
twice (a crime never known before in the prefence
chamber), and continued my difcourfe in my ufual
attitude of my body bent forwards, and my fore.
finger ftretched out **. As it might however have
been difficult to keep up thisacquaintance , 1 chiefly
employ my time in fecing places, which fully repaid
me in pleafure the trouble of my journey. What
entertained me the moft, was the mufenm and the
citadel. The firft is under the care of a IVI. Bartoli,
who received us, without any introduction, in the
politeft manner in che world, and was of the greateft
fervice tous, as I dare fay he will be to you. The
citadel is a {tupendous work; and when you have
feen the fubterraneous part of it, you will fcarcely
think it poffible fuch a place can ever be taken. As it
is however a regular one, it does not pique my curio-
fity fo much as thofe irregular fortilications hewn out
of the Alps, as Fxiles, Feneftrelles, and the Bru.
pette would have done, could we have l'parud the
time neceflary  Our next Rage from Turin has been
Milan, where we were mcre fpe@ators, as it was

e o
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not worth while to endeavour at forming connexions
for fo very few days. I thf“k you will be furprifed at
the great church, but infinitely more fo at the regi-
ment of Baden, which is in the citadel. Such ftead;.
nefs, fuch alertnefs in the men , "and fuch exa@nefs
in the officers, as exceeded all my expetations. Next
Friday 1 fhall fee the regiment reviewed by General
Serbelloni. Perhaps 1 may write a particular letter
about it. From NMilan we proceed to Genoa, and
thence to Florence. You (tare — But really we find
itfo inconvenient to travel like mutes , and tolofe a
number of curious things for want of being able to
aflift our eyes with our tongues, that we have refumed
our original plan, and leave Venice for next year.
1 think I fhould advife youto do the fame.

MrLan, May 18th, 1464,

THe next morning was not fair, but however we
were able to take a view of the iflands, which SeDy:
the help of fome imagination, we conclude to be a
very delightful , though not an enchanted place. 1
would certainly advife you to go there from Milan ,
which you may very well perform in a day and half.
Upon our return, we found Lord Tilney and fome
other Knglifh in their way to Venice. We heard a
melancholy piece of news from them: Byng died at
Bologna a few days ago ofafever. 1 am fure you
will be all very forry to hear it.

We expect a volume of news from you in relationt
to Laufanne, and in particular to the alliance of the
Duchefs with (he Frog. Is it already concluded?
How does the bride look wlter her great revolution ?

< H a
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Pray embrace her and the adorable, if you can, in
both our names; and affure them, as well as all the
Spring **, that we talk of them very often, but partis
cularly ofa Sunday; and that we are o difconfolate,
that we have neither of us commenced cicifbeos as
yet, whatever we may do at Florence. We have
drank the Duchefs’s health, not forgetting the little
woman on the top of Mount Cenis, in the middle
of the Lago Vlaggiore, &c. &c lexpect fome account
of the faid little woman. Who is my fucceffor ? I
think * * * * had began to fupplant me before I went.
I expe& your anfwer at Florence, and your perfon
at Rome; which the Lord grant. Amen.

N° XVIIL
Mr. GisBON to Mr. HOLROYD at Berlin,

DEAR HOLROYD, Beriron, O&ob.31ft, 1565,

WH v did I notleave aletter for you at Marfeilles ?
For a very plain reafon : becaufe 1 did not g0 to
Marfeilles. But, as you bave moft judicioufly added,
why did not I fend one ? Huunph 1 own that non.
pluffes me a little. However, hearken to my hiltory.
After revolving a variety of plans, and fuiting them
as wellas poflible to time and finances , Guife and 1
at lalt agreed to pafs from Venice to Lyons, fwim
down the Rhone , wheelround the fouth of France,
and embark at Bourdeanx. Alas! AtLyonsIreceived
letters which convinced me that | ought no longer to
deprive my country of one of hﬁgrcatcﬂ ormaments,
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Unwillingly I'obeyed, left Guife to execute alone
the remainder of our plan, paffed about ter: delicious
days at Paris, and arrived 1o England about the end
of June. Guife followed me about two months after-
wards, as | was informed .by an epiltle from him,
which, to his great altonithment , 1 immediate]y
anfwered. You perceive there is ftill fome virtue
amonglt men. Zrempli gratia , your letter is dated
Vienna, Oc¢tober 12th, 17065 ; it made its appearance
at Beriton, Wednefday evening , Ocober the 29th.
I am at this prefent writing, fitting in my library,
on Thurfday morning, between the hours of twelve
and one.Thave ventured to fuppofe you ftill at Berlin ;
if not, I prefume you take care that your letters
fhould follow you. This ideal march to Berlin is the
only one [ can make at prefent. I am under command ;
and were | to talk ofa third fally as yet , I know fome
certain people who would think it jult as ridiculous
as the third fally of the renowned Don Quixote. All
I ever hoped for was, to be able to take the field
once more, after lying quiet a couple of years. I
muft own that your executing your tour in fo com-
plete a manner gives me a little {elfith S CTEE
make a fummer’s efcape to Berlin, I cannot hope
for the companion I flattered myfelf with. I am
forry however I have faid fo much; but as it is
difficult to increafe your Honor’s proper notions of
your own perfedtions, I will €’enlet it ftand. Indeed
I owed you fomething for your account of the favor-
able reception my book has met with. Ifee there are
people of tafte at Vienna, and no longer wonder at
your liking it. Since the court is fo agrecable, a
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thorough reformation muft have taken place. The
ftiffoefls of the Auftrian etiquette, and the haughty
magnificence of the Hungarian princes , muft have
given way to more civilized notions. You have (no
doubt ) informed yourfelf of the forces and revenues
of the emprefs. I think (however unfathionably )
wealways efteemed her. Have you loft orimproved
that opinion. Princes , like pidures to be admired,
muft be feen in their proper point of view , which is
often a pretty diftant one. I am afraid you will find
it peculiarly fo at Berlin.

I need not defire you to pay a moft minute attens
tion to the Auftrian and Pruffian difcipline. You have
been bit by a mad ferjeant as well as myfelf; and
when we meet, we {hall run over every particular
which we can approve, blame, or imitate. Since
my arrival, I have alfumed the auguft chara&er of
Major, received returns, iffued orders, &c. &c. &a.
1donot intend you fhall have the honor of reviewings
my troops next fummer. Three fourths of the men
will be recruits; and during my pilgrimage, difci.
pline feems to have been relaxed. But I fummon you
to fulfil another engagement, Make me a vifit next
fummer, You will find here a bad houfe, a pleafane
country in fummer, fome books, and very little
Jlrange company. Sucha plan of life for two or three '
months mult, 1 {hould imagine, fuita man who has
been for as many years truck from one end of Europe
to the other like a tennis-ball, Atlealt 1 judge of you
by myfelf. Ialways loved a quiet, fudious, indolent
life; but never enjoyed the charms_of it fo truly, as
fince my return from an agrecable but fatiguing
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courfe of motion and hurry. However I fhall hear of
yourarrival, which can fcarcely be fo foon asJanuary
1706, and fhall probably have the misfortune of
meeting you in town foon after. We may then fettle
any plans for the enfun.lg campaign.

En attendant, (admire me, this is the only fcrap
of foreign lingo | have imported into this epiftle — if
you had feen that of Guife tome!) letmetellyoua
piece of Laufanne news, Nanette Grand is married
to Lieutenant- colonel Prevot. Grand wrote to me ;
and by the next poft I congratulated both father and
daughter. There is exactnefs for you. The Curchod
( Madame Necker) I faw at Paris. She was very fond
of me, and the hufband particularly civil. Could
they infult me more cruelly ? Afk me every evening
to fupper; go to bed, and leave me alone with his
wife — what an impertinent fecurity ! itis making an
old lover of mighty little confequence. She is as hand.
fome as ever, and much genteeler; feems pleafed
with her fortune rather than proud of it. I was (pers
haps indifcreetly enough) exalting Nanette d’[llens’s
good luck and the fortune. Whatfortune ? ( faid fhe,
with an air of contempt ) — not above twenty thou-
fand livres a-year. 1 fmiled, and fhe caught herfelf
immediately. — © What airs I give myfelf in defpi-
“ fing twenty thoufand livres a-year, who a year
“ ago looked upon eight hundred as the fummit of
“ my wifhes.”

I muft end this tedious fcrawl. Let me hear from
you: I think I deferve it. Believe me, Dear Holroyd,
I'fhare in all your pleafures, and feel all your misfor-
tunes. Poor Bolton! I faw it in the newfpaper. Is

H 4
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Ridley with yon ? Ifufpec not: but if he is, affure
him T'do not forget him though he does me. Adien;
and believe me , moft affectionately yours ,

E. Gigo Junior,

N XIX.
EpWARD GIBBON Zfy. 20 J, HOLROYD Efg.
DEAR HOLROYD, BeriTON, April 29, 1964,

] HAPPENED to-night to flumble upon a very odd
piece of intelligence in the St, James's Chronicle; it
related to the marriage of a certain Monfienr Olroy **,
formerly Captain of Huffars. I do not know how it
came into my head that this Captain of Huffars was
not unknown to me, and that he might poflibly be
“anacquaintance of yours. 1f1amnot miftaken inmy
conjecture, pray give my compliments to him , and
tell him from me, that I'am at lealt as well pleafed
that he is married as if I were fo myfelf. Affure him,
however, that though as a philofopher I may prefer
celibacy, yetas a politician I think ¢ highly proper
that the fpecies (hould be propagated by the ufual
method; affure him even that I am convinced, that
if celibacy is expofed to fewer miferies , marriage can
aone promife real happinefs , fince domeltic enjoy-
meats are the fource of every other good. May fuch
happinefs, which is beftowed on few, be given to
him; the tranfient bleflings of beauty, and the more
dirable ones offartune , good fenfe, and an amiable
difpoficion,
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I can eafily conceive, and as eafily excufe you, if
you have thought mighty little this winter of your
poor rufticated friend. I have been confined ever
fince Chriftmas, and confined by a fucceffion of very
melancholy occupations. I had fcarcely arrived at
Beriton, where I propofed ftaying only about a
fortnight, when a brother of Mrs. Gibbon’s died
unexpectedly , though after a very long and painful
illnefs. We were fcarcely recovered from the confu-
fion which fuch an event mult produce in a family,
when my father was taken dangeroufly ill, and with
fome intervals has continued fo ever fince, I can
aflure you, my dear Holroyd, that the fame event
appears in a very different light when the dangeris
ferious and immediate ; or when, in the gaiety of a
tavern dinner, we affe@ an infenfibility that would
do us no great honor were it real. My father is now
much better; but I have fince been affailed by a
fevere troke — the lofs of a friend. You remember,
perhaps, an officer of our militia, whom I fometimes
ufed to compare to yourfelf. Indeed, the comparifon
would have done honor to any one. His feelings
were tender and noble , and he was always guided
by them: his principles were juft and generous,
and heacted up to them. 1fhall fay no more, and you
will excufe my having faid fo much , of a man with
whom you were unacquainted ; but my mind is julk
now fo very fuall of him, thatIcannot eafily talk,
or even think, of any thing elfe. If I know you
right, you will not be offended at my weatnefs.

What rather adds to my unealinefs, is the neceflity
Yam under of joining our militia the day after to
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morrow. Though the lively burry of fuch a fcene
might contribute to divert my ideas, yet every
circumftance ofit, and the place itfelf, ( which was
that of his reidence,) will give me many a painful
moment. | know nothing would better raife my
fpirits thana vifit from you ; the requeft may appear
unfeafonable , butI think I have heard you fpeak of
an uncle you had near Southampton. At all events,
I hope you will fnatch a moment to write to me,
and give me fome account of your prefent firuation
and future defigns. Asyou are now fettered, Ifould
expect you will not be fuch a hic & ubique**, as you
have been fince your arrival in England. 1 ftay at
Southampton from the firft to the twenty eighth of
May, and then propofe making a (hort vifit to town :
if you are any where in the neighbourhood of it ,
you may depend upon feeing me. | (hall then concert
mealures for feeing a little more of you next winter ,
than I bave lately done, asI hdpe to take a pretty
long fpell in town. I fuppofe Guife has often fallen
in your way : he has never once written to me, nor
I to him: in the country we want materials, and in
London we want time. I ought to recolle@, that
you even want time to read my unmeaning fcrawl.
Believe,, however, my dear Holroyd , thatit is the
{incere expreflion of a heart entirely yours,



EDWARD GIBBON Efquire, 107
N° XX.
EpwARD GrasoN Zfg. to J. B, HoLrovp Efq.

DEAR HOLROYD,  BErITON, Octob. 16, 1769,

I recerven your agreeable miffive about two days
ago; and am glad to find thac, after all yourerrors,
youare at laft a fettled man. Ido molt fincerely regret
that it is not in my power to obey your immediate
fummons. Some very particular bufinefs will not at
prefent permit me to be long abfent from Beriton.
The fame bufinefs will carry me to town, about the
fixth of nextmonth, for fome days. On my return,
I do really hope and intend to ftorm youg, caflle
before Chriftmas, as I prefume you will hardly
remove fooner. I(houldbe glad to meet Cambridge ;
but the plain difh of friend hip will fatisfy me, with-
out the feafoning of Attic wit. Do you know any
thing of Guife ? Have you no inclination to look at
the Ruffians ? We have a bed at your fervice. Vale.

Prefent my fincere refpeéts to thofe who are dear
£0 you; believe me, they are fo to me.

Ne XXI,
The Same to the Sama
DEAR HOLROYD, Parr.-Marx, Dec. 25, 1%69.

SOME demon, the enemy of friendfhip, feems to
have determined that we fhall not meet at Sheffield-
Place. L'was fully refolved to make amends for my
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lazy fcruples, and to dine with you to-morrow; when
Ireceived a letter this day from my father, which irre-
fiftibly draws me to Beriton for about ten days' The
above.mentioned demon. though he may defer my
projects thallnot however difappoint them. Since you
intend to pafs the winter in retirement, it will he a far
greater compliment to quitactive, gay, political Lon-
don, than the diowfy defert London of the holidays.
But [ retract. What is both pleafing and fincere, is
above that proftituted word compliment  Believe me
Molt fincerely yours.

4 propos, 1 forgot the compliments of the feas
fon, &c. &c,

o N’ XXIIL

The Same to the Same.
DEAR HOLROYD, Oc&ober, 6, 1991

]Sl'l‘ down to anfwer your epiltle, after taking a
very pleafantride —A ride ! and upon what ?~Upon
a horfe. — You lie! -1 don’t —1 have gota droll little
poney, and intend to renew the long forgotten prace
tice of equitation as it was known in the world before
the {econd of June of the year of our Lord one thou-
fand feven huodred and fixty-three. As I ufed to rea.
fon againft riding, fo I can now argue for it; and in-
deed the principal ufe I know in human reafon is,
whea called upon, to furnifh arguments for what we
have an inclination to do,

What do you mean by prefuming to affirm, thatI

-
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am of no ufe here ? Farmer Gibbon of noufe ? Laf?
week | fold all my hops, and | !Jtlicve well, at nine
guineas a hundred, toa very refponfible man, Some
people think I might bave got more at Weyhill Fair,
but that would have been an addmonu! expenfe, and
a great uncertainty. Our quantity has difappointed us
very much; but I thiok, that befides hops for thefami.
1y, there will not be lefs than 500l ;—no contemptible
fum off thirteen fmall acres, and two of them plan.
ted laft year only. 77is week | let a little farm in Peters.
field by auction, and propofe raifing it from 25l. to 351,
perannum: and Farmer Gibbon of no ufe ?

To be ferious; I have but one reafon for refifting
your invitation, and my own wifhes ; thatis, Mrs.
Gibbon 1 left nearly alone all laft winter, and fhall do
the fame this. She fubmits very cheerfully to that tate
of folitude; but, on founding her, I am convinced
that fhe would think it unkind were 1 to leave her at
prefent. I know you fo well, that I am fure you wil}
acquiefce in this reafon ; and let me make my next
vifit to Sheffield-Place from town, which I think may
be alittle before Chriftmas. I fhould like to hear fome-
thing of the precife time, duration, and extent of your
intended tour into Bucks. Adieu.

N° XXIII.
EpwARD GipsoN £fg. to J. B. HoLrOYD Zff.

\J

MOST RESPECTABLE SOUTH SAXON, BERITON,
Nov.'18, 1775

IT would ill become me to reproach a dilatory cor-
refpondent;
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Ouis tulerit Gracchos de feditione querentes ?
efpecially when that correfpondent had given .me
hopes of undertaking a very troublefome expedition
formy foleadvantage. Yet thus much I may fay, that
Tam obliged very foon to go to town upon other bu-
finefs, which, in that hope, I have hitherto deferred.
If by next Sunday I have no anfwer, orif I hear that
your journey to Denham is put off /ine die, or to a
long day, I fhall on Monday fet off for London, and
wait your future will with faith, hope, and charity.
Adicu. '

Ne XXIV.
EDWARD GIBBON Zfg. fo JouN BAXER HOLROYD Zfg,
Sheffield-Place.
DEAR HOLROYD, LonNpoN, 17%2é

T HE fudden change from the fobriety of Shefficld.
Place to the irregularities of this town, and to the
wicked company of Wilbraham, Clarke, Damer, &c.
having deranged me a good deal, 1 am forced to
employ one of my fecretaries to acquaint you with a
piece of news 1 know nothing about myfelf. Itis cer-
tain, fome extraordinary intelligence is arrived this
morning ffom Denmark, and as certain that thelevee
was fuddenly prevented by it. The particulars of that
intelligence are varioufly and obfcurely told. It is faid,
that the king had raifed a little phyfician to the rank of
minifler and Ganymede; fuch a mad adminifiration
had fo difgufted all the nobility, thac the flcet and

-
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army had rofe, and fhut up the king in his palace.
La Reine fe trouve mélée la dcdan..s; and itis reported
that fheis confined, but whether in confequence of the
infurre@ion, or fome other (_::\ufc, 1snotagreed. Such
is the rough draft of an affair that nobody yet under.
ftands, Embraffez de mapart Madame, & le rc[)c de la
chére famille. Gispon,

Et plus bas ~WILBRAHAM, Sec.

N° XXV.
EpWARD GIBBON Zf7. t0 ], B, HOLROYD Efg.

BoopLE’s, 10 o’clock, Monday night,” Feb. 3, 1772,

I LOVE, honor, and refpe, every member of Shef-
field-Place ; even my great enemy ** Datch, to whom
you will pleafe to convey my fincere wifhes, that no
JSimpleton may wait on him at dinner, that his wife
papa may not fhow him any pictures, and that his
much wifer mamma may chain him handand foot, in
direct contradidion to Magna Charta and the bill of
rights.

It is difficult to write news, becaufe there is none.
Parliament is perfcétiy quiet ; and I think that Barre,
who is jult now playing at whift in the room, will
not have exercife of the lungs, except, perhaps, ona
meflage much talked of, and foon expected, torecom-
mend it to the wifdom of the Houfe of Commons to
provide a proper future remedy again{t theamproper
marriages of the younger branches of the Royal Fa-
mily. ‘Thenoie of * * * * js fublided, but there was
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fome foundation for it. * * * * *’s expenfes in his
bold enterprife were yet unpaid by government. The
hero threatened, affumed the patriot, received a fop,
and again funk into the courtier. As to Denmark, it
feems now that the king, who was totally unfit for
government, has only pafled from the hands of his
queen wife, to thofe of his queen mother-in-law, * +**
is faid to have indulged a very vague tafte in her
amours. She would not be admitted into the Panthé-
on, whence the gentlemen proprietors exclude all
beauty, unlefs unfpotted and immaculate ( tautology
by thebye). The gentlemen proprietors, on the other
band, are friends and patrons of the leopard beauties.
Advertifing challenges bave paffed between the two
great factions, and a bloody battle is expected Wed-
nelday night. 4 propos, the pantheon, in point of
ennui and magnificence, is the wonder of the eighe
teenth century and of the Britifh empire. Adieu.

Ne XXVI.

Thhe Same to the Same,

Boonprr’s, Saturday night, Feb.§, 1742.

THOUGH it 1s very late, and the bell tells me that
I have notabove ten minutes left, I employ them with
plcr\fnrc in econgratulating you on the late viétnry of
ourdearmamma the Church of Eogland. She had laft
Thur(day feventy-onerebellinusfois, who precended
to fecafide her willon accoua: of infanity: buttwo
hundred and feventcen worthy champions, beaded

by
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by Lord North, Burke, Hans Stanley, Charles Fox;
Godfrey Clarke, &c. though they allowed the thirty-
nine claufes of her teftament were abfurd and unrea-
fonable, fupported the validity of it with infinite hu-
mor. By the bye, * * * & % * prepared himfelf for
that holy war, by paffing twenty-two hours. in the
pious exercife of hazard ] his devotions coft him only
about sool. per hour—in all srrso00li A A X N ot
so0ol. Thisis from the beft authority. I hear too, but
will not warrant it, that* * * * by way of paying
his court to * * * * hags loft this winter 12,000l
How I long to be ruined !

There are two county contelts, Sir Thomas Eger-
ton and Colonel Townley in Lancafhire, after the
county had for fome time gone a-begging. In Salop,
Sir Watkin, fupported by Lord Gower, happened
by a pundtilio to difoblige Lord Craven, who told
uslaft night, that he had not quite gooo l. a-year in that
county, and who hasfet up Pigod againft him. You
may fuppofe we a]l with for God Amighty againft
that black devil.

Iam forty your journey is deferred. Compliments
to Datch. As be is now in durance, great minds for-
give their enemies, and I hope he may be releafed by
this time.——Coming, Sir. Adieu,

You fee the Princefs of W. isgone. Hans Stanley
fays, it is believed the Emprefls Queen has taken the
fame journey.

VoL, IL 1
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N XXVII,

Epwarp Gisson Zfj. 10J. B. HoLroyp Ef,
DEAR HOLROYD, Lovpown, Feb. 13, 1992,

THE papers and plans arrived fave in town Jafk
night, and will be in your hands in their intact virgin
flatein a day ortwo. Confider them at leifure, if thag
word is known in the rural life. Unite, divide, but
(aboveall) raife. Bring them to London with you: I
wait your orders; nor (hall I, for fear of tumbling,
take a fingle ftep till your arrival which, on many
accounts, I hope will not be long deferred.

Clouds ftill hover over the horizon of Denmark,
The public circumftances of the revolution are rela
ted, and, I underftand, very exactly, in the foreign
papers. The fecret fpringsof it (till remain unknown,
The town indeed feems at prefent quite tired of the
fubje@ The Princefs’s death, ber characer, and what
fhe left, engrofs the converfation. She died without
awill; and as her favings were generally difpofed of
in charity, the fmall remains of her perfonal fortune
will make a trifling obje® when divided among her
children Her favorite the Princefsof B. very properly
infifted on the king’s immediately fealing up all the
papers, to fecure her from the idle reports which
would be fo readily fwallowed by the great Englifh
monfter. The bufinefs.of Lord and Lady * * * * x g
finally compromifed; by the arbitration of the Chage
cellorand Lord ***** He gives her 1200l a.year
¢ parate maintenance, and 15001, to fet out with : but

\
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as her Ladyfhip is now a new face, her hufband, who
has already beftowed on the public feventy young
beauties, has conceived a violentbut hopelefs paffion
for his chafte moiety. = S R S i
* * * * * * * * *
Lord Chefterfield is dying, County oppofitions fub-
fide, Adicu. .
Entirely yours.

N° XXVIIIL

The Same to the Same,

DEAR HOLROYD, Feb. 21, 1772,

* * & * * * * *

HOVVEVER, notwithtanding my indignation, I

will employ five minutes in telling you two or three
recent pieces of news.

1. Charles Fox is commenced patriot, and is already
attempting to pronounce the words country, liberty,
corruption, &c; with what fuccefs, time will difcos
ver. Yelterday herefigned the Admiralty. The ftory
is, that he could not prevail on miniftry to join with
him in his intended repeal of the marriage act, (a favos
rite meafure of his father, who oppofed it from its
origin,) and that Charles very judicioufly thought
Lord Holland's friendfhip imported him more than
Lord North’ss

2. Yefterday the marriage meffage came to. both
Houfes of Parliament. You will fee the words of itin
the papers: and, thanks to the fubmiffive picty of chis

feffion, it 1s hoped that * * * * *
* * * » * * *

.

Iz
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3. To day the Houfe of Commons was employed in
a very odd way ‘Tommy Townfhend moved, that
the fermon of Dr. Knowell, who preached before the
Houfe on the 3oth of January, (id ¢/2, before the Spea-
ker and four members,) fhould be burnt by the
¢ommon hangman, as containing arbitrary, tory, highe
flown doctrines. The Houfe was nearly agreeing to
the motion, till they recollected that they had already
thanked the Preacher for his excellent difcourfe, and
ordered it to be printed. Knowell’s bookfelleris much
obligedto the Right Honorable Tommy Townfhend.

When do you come to town ? I want money, and
am tired of fticking to the earth by fo many roots,
Embraffez de ma part, &c. Adien.

Ever yours.

Ne, XXIX.
Epwarp GissoN Zfguireto Mrs. GizgoN , Beritony

DEAR MADAM, LoNDON, Marchz21, 1772,

I HAVE advanced with fome care and fome fuccefs
in gaining an idea of the Lenborough eftate, The
tenants are at'will, and, from a comparifon of
my rents with the neighbouring ones particularly
Lord * * ¥ ¥ there 1s great probability that my ef-
tate is very much under-let. My friend Holroyd,
who is a molft invaluable counfellor, is ﬁrongly of
that opinion. Sir * * * ¥ X ¥ js5iuft come home.
I am forry to fee many alterations, and little im-
provement. From an honelt wild Englifh buck,
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he is grown a philofopher. Lord * »  * difpleafes
every body by the affectation of confequence : the
young baronet difgufts no lefs by the affe@ation of
wifdom. He fpeaks in fhort fentences, quotes Von-
tagne, feldom fmiles, never laughs, drinks only water,
profelles to command his paflions, and intends to
marry in five months. Thetwo lords, his uncle,
as well as ¥ * * ¥ attempt to fhow him, that fuch
behaviour, even were it reafonable, does not fuit
this country. He remains incorrigible, and 1s every
day lofing ground in the good opinion of the public,
shich at his firft arrival ran ftropgly in. his favor.
Deyverdun is probably on his journey towards En~
gland, but is not yet come.
1am,dear Madame , &c. &c. &e.

Ne. XXX
EowarD GiusoN Efguire to . B. HoLrovp Efguire.
DEAR HOLROYD, PALL-MALL, May 26 (772,

IW.'SH you lived nearer, or even that you could
pafs a week at Beriton. * When fhall you be at Richs-
mond , or would there be any zfe in my going
down to Sheffield for a day or two ? In youalone
1 put my truft, and without you1 fhould be perplex=
ed, difcouragcd,\and frightened ; for not a fingle
fith has yet bit at the Lenborough bait.

1 dined the other day with VIr. Way at Boodle’s.
He told me, thathe was juft going down to Sheflicld
Place. As he has probably unladen all the politics,

I3
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and Mrs. Way all the fcandal of the town, I fhall
for the prefent only fatisfy myfelf with the needful ;
among which I fhall always reckon my fincere coms.
pliments to Madame , and my profound refpeds for
Mr, Datch,
I am, dear H.
Truly yours.

It is confidently afferted that the Emperor and
King of Pruffia are torun for very deep ftakes over
the Polifh courfe. 1fthe news be true, I back Aufiria
againft the aged horfe, provided little Laudohn rides
the match.

N. B, Croffing and joftling allowed.
N°. XXXI,

Ebpwarp GisBoN Efguireto Mrs. HoirOYD, Senior

MADAM, BERITON, near PETERSFIELD ,
HAmMPSHIRE, July the 17th, 1773,

THERE is not any event which could have affected
me with greater furprife and deeper concern, than
the news in laft night’s paper, of the death of our
poorlittle amiable friend Mafter Holroyd, whom [
loved , notonly for his parents’ fake , but for his own,
Should thenews be true, (for even yet Lindulge fome
faint hopes , ) what muft be the diftrefs of our friends
at Sheffield! 1 fo truly fympathize with them , that
1 know not how to write to Holroyd ; but muft beg
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to be informed of the {tate of the family by a line from
you. 1 have fome company and bufinefs here, but
would gladly quit them, if Thad the leaft reafon to
think that my prefence at Sheffield would afford
comfort or fatisfaction to the man in the world whom
I love and efteem moft. I am, Madam, your moft
obedient humble Servant, &c.

N°. XXXII.

EpwaArp GissoN Efguireto). B. HoLroYD Efguire.

MY DEAR HOLROYD. BERITON, July the 30th, 1772,

I'r was my intention to fet out for Sheffield as foon
as | received your affecting letter, and 1 hoped to
have been with you as to-day , but walking very
carelefsly yelterday morning. I fell down, and put,
out a fmall bone in my ancle. Tam now under the
furgeon’s hands. but think, and molft earneftly hope,
that this little accident will not delay my journey
longer than the middle of next week, I fhare,and
wifh | could alleviate, your feelings. I beg to be
remembered to Mrs. Holroyd. Iam, my dear Hol-
royd, molt truly yours.

Ia4
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| Ne. XXXIIL. '
EpwArp GisBoN Efjuireto Mrs. Ginpon , Beriton,
DEAR MADAM, SHEFFIELD-PLACE, Auguft, 7th, x99z,

Tser outacfix yefterday morning from Uppark, and
got to Brighthelmftone about two; a very thin
feafon , every body gone to Spa In the evening I
reached this place. - My friend appears, as he ever
will, inalight truly refpecable ; concealing the moft
exquifite fufferings under the (how of compofure ,
and even cheerfulnefs , and attempting, though with
little fuccefs, to confirm the weaker mind of his
partner. Ifind, my friend exprefies fo much uneafinefs
at the idea of myleaving him again foon, thatI can-
mot refufe to pafs the month here. If VIr. Scott, as I
fuppofe, is at Beriton , he has himfelf too high a fenfe
of friendfhip not to excufe my neglecting him. I had
fome hopes of engaging Mir. and Mrs. Holroyd to
make an excurfion to Portfmouth, Ifle of Wight,
Southampton, &c. in which cafe they would fpenda
few days at Beriton. A fudden refolution was taken
1ait nightin favor of the tour. We fet out; Mr. and
WMrs. Holroyd, Mr. - Fauquier, and myfelf, next
Thurfday, and fhall dine at Beriton the following
day, and ftay there, moft probably, three or four
days. A farm-houfe, without either cook or houfe.
keeper, will afford but indifferent entertainment ;
but wemult exers , and they muft excufe. Our tour
will laft about a fortnight ; after which my friend
prefles me to return with him, and in his prefent fitua-
tion I fhall be at a lofs how to refufe him,
I am, dear Madam , &:. &s. &:.
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Ne. XXXIVe

‘Dr. Hurp (now Bifhep of Worcelter) to Mr. GisgoR.
SIR: THURCASTON , Avguft 29th, 1742,

YOUR very elegant letteron thg antiquity and au-
thenticity of the book of Daniel, (juflt now received, )
finds me bere, if not without leifure, yet without
books , and therefore in no condition to enter far into
the depths of this controverfy; which indeed is the
lefs neceffary , as every thing that relates to the fubject
will come of courfe to be confidered by my learned
fucceffors in  the new lecture. Hor as the prophecies
of Daniel make an important link in #zat chain, whicl
as you fay , /sas been let down from heaven to earth ,
( but not by the author of the late fermons, who
brought into view only what he had not invented , )
the grounds on which their authority refts will, witha
out doubt, be carefully examined, and, as I fup.
pofe, firmly eftablifhed.

But in the mean time , and to'make at lealt fome
fmall return for the civility of your addrefs toime, I
beg leave to trouble you with two or three fhort
remarks , fuch as occur to me on reading your
letter.

Your main difficulties are thefe two: 1. That
the author of the book of Daniel is too clear for a
prophet ; asappears from his prediction of the Perfian
and Macedonian affairs : and, 2. too fabulous for a
contemporary hiftorian; as is evident, you fuppofe,
from his miftakes; particularly in the {ixth chaptere
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1. The firft of thefe difficultiés is an extraordinary
one. Forwhy may not prophecy, ifthe infpirer think
fit, be as clear as hiftory ? Scriptural prophecy,
whence your idea of its obfcurity 1s taken , is occas
ﬁonu/{y thus clear, I mean after the event ; and Da.
niel’s prophecy of the revolutions in the Grecian em-
pire, would have been obfcure enough to Porphyry
himlelf before it.

But your opinion , afterall, when you come to
explamn yourfelf, really is, as one fhould expect,
that. a- a prophet, Daniel is not clear enough ; for
you eoforce the old objection of Porphyry, by ob-
ferving | that where a pretended prophecy is clear
to a certain point of time, and afterwards obfcure
and (hadowy , there common fenfe lcads one to cone
clude that the auchor of it wasan impoftor

This reafoning is plaufible, but not conclufive,
unlefls itbe taken for granted , thata prophecy mulft,
in all its parts, be equally clear and precife : whereas
on the fuppofition of real infpiration, it may be fit,
Imean it may fuit with the views of the infpirer,
to predict fome things with more perfpicuity, and
in terms more obvnouﬂy and directly applicable to
the eventsin which they were fulfilled , than others.
But further, this reafoning, whatever force it may
have, has no place here ; at leaft you evidently beg
the queftion when you urgeit; becaufe the perfons
you difpute againft maintain, that the fubfequent
prophecies of Danicl are equally diftin& with thofe
preceding ones concerning the Perfian and Macedo-
nian empires, at lealt fo much of them as they take
to have been fulfilled; and that to judge of the
reft, we mult wait for the conclufion of them.
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However, you admit that the fufpicion arifing from -
the cleareft prophecy may be removed by direct po-
fitive evidence that it was compofed before the event.
But then you carry your notions of that evidence
very far, when you reqpirc Ay 'thac the exiftence of
“ fuch a prophecy, prior to its accomplithment,
“ fhould be proved by the knowledge of its being
« generally diffufed amongft an enlightened nation
 previous to that period, and its public exiftence
« attefted by an unbroken chain of authentic
¢ writers. ”

What you here claim as a matter of right is , with-
out queltion, very defirable, but fhould, I think,
be accepted , if it be given at all, as a matter of favor.
For what you defcribe is the utmoft evidence thatthe
cafe admits : but what right have we in this, er any
other fubje& whatever of natural or revealed reli-
gion, to the utmoft evidence? Is it not enough that
the evidence be fufficient to induce a reafonable
affent? and is not that affent reafonable, which is
given to real evidence, though of an inferior kind ,
when uncontrolled by any greater ? And fuch evi-
dence we clearly have for the authenticity of the book
of Daniel, in the reception of it by the Jewifh nation
down to the time of Jefus , whofe appeal to it fup.
pofesand implies that receptionto have been conftant
and general : not to obferve, that the teftimony of
Jefusis further fupported by all the confiderations that
arealledged for his own divine charaéter. To this evi-
dence , which is pofitive fo far as it goes, you have
nothing to oppofe but furmife and conjectures; that
is , nothing that deferves to be called evidence. But
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I doubt, Sir, you take for granted that the claim of
infpiration is never to be allowed, fo long as there
15 a poflibility of fuppofing that it was not given,

IL. In the fecond divifion of your letter, which is
longer, and more elaborate, than the firft, you endea-
vour to fhow that the Aiflorical part of the book of
Daniel, chiefly that of the {ixth chapter, is falfe and
fabulous, and as fuch, confutes and oveithrows the
prophetical. What you advance on this head, is con.
tained under five articles :

1. You think it firange that Daniel, or any other
man, fhould be promoted to a fecret office of lt.xLe,
Jor lis fkill in divination.

But here, firft, you forget that Jofeph was thus
promoted for the fame reafon. Or, if you obje& to
thisinftance, whatfhould hinder the promotioneither
of Jofeph or Daniel, (when their {kill in divination
had once brought them to the notice and favor of

their fovereign, ) for whatyou call mere Auman accom-
plifhments @ J*or fuch affuredly both thefe great men
pofieffed, if we may believe the plain part of their
flory, whlrh afferts of Jofeph, and indeed proves, that
he was in no common degree difcreet and wife ; and of
Danicl, that anexcellent fpirit was found in him ; nay,
that /e had knowledge and fill in all learning and
wifdom, over and above his underflanding in all vifions
and dreams. In fhort, Sir, though princes of old might
notmake it a rule to chufe their minifters out of their
foothfayers, yet neither would their be ing footh-
fayers, if they were otherwife well d\(_OluI)I ifhed,
prev ent them from being minifters. Jult asin modern
times, though churchmen have not often, I will fap-
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pofé, been made officers of flate, even by bigotted
princes, becaufe they were churchmen ; yet neither
have they been always excluded from ferving in thofe
ftations when they have been found eminently qua-
lified for them.

2. Your next exceptionis, that a combination couldt
fcarce have been formed in the court of Babylon
againfl the favorite minifter, (though fuch factions are
common in other courts,) becaufe the courtiers of Da-
vius muft have apprehended that the piety of Daniel
would be ufferted by a miraculous interpofition ; of which
they had feen a recent inftance. And here, Sir, you
expatiate with a little too much complacency on the
firange indifference which the ancient world fhowed
to the gift of miracles. You donot, I dare lay, expeck
a ferious anfwer to this charge ; or if youn do, it may
be enough to obferve, whatlam fure your ownread.
ing and experience muft have rendered very familiar
to you, that the {trongelt belief, or conviction of the
mind, perpetually gives way to the inflamed felfifh
pallious; and that, when men have any fcheme of in«
tereft or revenge much at heart, they aré not refirain-
ed from purfuing it, though the fcaffold and the
axe ftand before them io full view, and have perhaps
been {treaming but the day before with the blood of
other ftate criminals 1 afk not, whether miracles have
ever aclually exifted, but whether you do not think
that multicudes have been firmly perfuaded of their
exiftence; and yet their indifferenceabout them, isa
fact which I readily concede to you ‘ :

3. Your third criticifm is directed againft what is
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faid of the law of the Medes and Perfians, that it alters
ethn ot; where I find nothing to admire, but the
extreme rigor of Afiatic defpotifm. For I confider
this irrevocability of the law, when once promulga-
ted by the fovereign, notas contrived to be a check
on his will, but rather to thow the irrefiftible and
fatal courfe of it. And this idea was fo much cherifhed
by the defpots of Perfia, that, ratherthan revoke the
iniquitouslaw, obtained by furprife, forexterminating
the Jews, Ahafuerus took the part, as we read in the
book of Efther, (and as Baron Montefquieu, I re.
member, obferves,) to permit the Jews to defend
themfelves againft the execution of it; whence we
fee how confiftent this law is with the determination
of the judges, quoted by you from Herodotus, * that
it was lawful for the king to do whatever he pleafed:”
for we underftand that he did not pleafe that this law,
when once declared by him, fhould be altered.

You add under this head, “Vlay I not affert that
the Greek writers, who have fo copioufly treated
 of the affairs of Perfia, have not left us the fmalleft
“ veftige of a reftraint] equally injurious to the mo-
“ narchand prejudicial to the people.” I have not the
Greek writers by me to confult, but a common book
I chance to have at hand refers me to one fuch veftige,
ina very eminent Greek hiftorian, Diodorus Siculus.
Loweh's Comment. in loc.

4. A fourth objeétion to the hiftoric truth of the
book of Daniel is taken, with more plaufibility, from
the matter of this law, which, as you truly obferve,
was very {trange for the'king’s counfellor to advife,
and for any defpot whatever to enact,

c
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But, 1. Ialittle queltion whether prayer was fo
conftant and confiderable a part of Pagan worfhip as
is fuppofed ; and if it was not, the prejudices of the
people would not be fo much fhocked by this in.
terdict as we are ready to think. Daniel indeed prayed
three times a day; but the idolaters might contene
themfelves with praying now and then at a ftated fo-
lemnity. It is clear, that when you fpeak of depriving
men of the comforts, and'prieﬂ.s of the profits. of religion,
you have Chriflian, and even modern principles and
manners in your eye: perbaps in the comforts, you
reprefented to yourfelf a company of poor mflamed
Huguenots under perfecution; and in the profits, the
lucrative trade of popifh mafles. But be this as it may,
it fhould be confidered, 2. That this law could not,
in the nature of the thing, fupprefs all prayer, if the
people had any great propenfity to it. It could not
fupprefs mental prayer; it could not even fupprefs
bodily worfhip, i performed, as it eafily might be, in
the night, or in fecret. Daniel, it was well known,
was ufed to pray in open day-light, and in a place ex-
pofed to infpection, from his ufual manner of praying;
which manner, it was eafily concluded. fo zealous a
votary as he was, would not change or difcontinue,
on account of the edict. Laltly, though the edict
pafled for thirty days, to make fure work, yer there
was no doubc but the end propofed would be foon
accomplifhed, and then it was not likely that much
care would be taken about the obfervance of it.

All this put together, I can very well conceive that
extreme envy and malice in the courtiers might
fuggelt the idea of fuch a law, and that an impotent
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defpot might be flattered by it. Certainly, if what we
read in the third chapter be admitted, that one of thefe
defpots required all people, nations, and languages,
to worfhip his image on pain of death, there is no
great wonder that another of them fhould demand the
exclufive worfhip of himfelf for a month; nay, per-
haps, he might think himfelf civil, and.even boun-
teous to his gods, when he left them a fhare of the
other eleven. For as to the prefumption,
Nihileft quod credere de [
Non po[Jit, cum laudatur diis equa poteflas.—

5. A fifth, and what you feem to think the firongeft,
objection to the credit of the book of Daniel is, that
< no fuch perfon as Darius the Vede is to be found
¢ in the fucceflion of the Babylonifh princes,” (you
mean as given in Ptolemy’s canon and the Greek
writers,) “ bétween the time of Nebuchadnezzar and
“ that of Cyrus.” Infaying this, you do not forget
or difown what our ableft chronologers have faid on
the fubject; but then you objeé that Xenophon’s
Cyaxares (to ferve a turn) has been made to perfonate
Darius the Mede; and yet that Xenophon’s book,
whether it be a romance ora true hiftory, overturns
the ufe which they have made of this hy pothefis.

I permit myfelf perhaps to be too much flattered by
your civility in referring me to my own talte, rather |
than to the authority of Cicero: but the truth is, I
am much difpofed to agree with you, that, “if we
“ unravel with any care the fine texture of the Cyro-
« pedia,we fhall difcoverin every thread the Spartan
<« difcipline and the philofophy of Socrates.” But
then, as the judicious aythor chofe to make fo recent

a
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a ftory as that of Cyrus, and one fo well known, the
vehicle of his political and moral infRru@ions, he
would be fure to keep up tothe truth of the Aory as
far as might be; efpecially in theleading facts, and in
the principal perfons, as we may fay, of the drama.
This obvious rule of decorum fuch a writer as Xeno-
phon could not fail to obferve ; and therefore, on the
fuppofition that his Cyropcedia is a romance, { (hould
conclude certainly that the outline of it was geuuine
hiftory. But,

2. Ifit be fo, you conclude that there is no ground
for thinking that Darius the Mede ever reigned at
Babylon, becaufe Cyaxares himfelf never reigned
there,

Now, on the idea of Xenophon’s book being a
romance, there might be goodreafon for the author’s
taking no notice of the fhort reign of Cyaxares, which
would break the unity of his work, and divert the
reader’s attention too much from the hero of it : while
yet the omiffion could hardly feem to violate hiftoric
truth, fince the luftre of his hero’s fame, and the real
power, which, out of queftion, he referved to him-
felf, would make us forget or overlook Cyaxares.
But, as to the fa&, it feems no way 1ncredible that
Cyrus fhould concede to his royal ally, hisuncle, and
his father-in-law, (for he was all thele,) the nominal
poffeffion of the fovereignty ; or that he fhould /hare
the fovereignty with him; or, atleaft, that he fhould
leave the adminifiration, as we fay, in his hands at
Babylon, while he himfelf was profecuting his other
conquefts at a diftance. Any of thefe things is fup-

pofable enough ; and 1 would rather admit any of
Vour. 1L K
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them thanreje¢t the exprefs, therepeated, the circlime
ftantial teltimony ofa not confeffedly fabulous hif-
torian,

Afterall, Sir, I fhould forfeit, I know, your good
opinion, if [ did not acknowledge that fome, at leaft,
of thefe circumftances are fuch as one (hould not, per-
baps, expect at firlt fight. But then fuch is the con-
dition of things here; and what is true in human life,
1s not always, I had almoft faid, not often, that
which was previoufly to be expedted; whence an
ordinary romance is, they fay, more probable than
the befl hiftory, '

But fhould any or all of thefe circumfances con-
vince you perfectly, that fome degree of error or fic-
tion is to be found in the book of Daniel, it would
be too precipitate to conclude that therefore the
whole book was of no authority : for, at moft, you
could but infer, that the hiltorical part, in which thofe
circumftances are obferved, namely, the 6th chapter,
is not genuine ; jult as you know has been judged of
fome other hiftorical tra¢ts which had formerly been
inferted in the book of Daniel. For itis not with thefe
collections, which go under the names of the Pro-
phets, as with fome regularly connedted {ytem,
where a charge of fal(hood, if made good againft one
part, {hakes the credit of the whole. Fictitious hifto.
ries may have been joined to true prophecies, when
all that bore the name of the fame perfon, orany way
related to him, came to be put together in the {ame
volume: but the deteétion of fuch mifalliance could
not affect the prophecies; certainly not thofle of
Daniel, which refpect t/e latter times; for thefe have
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an intrinfic evidence in themfelves, and affert their
own authenticity, in proportion as we fee, or have
reafon to admit theaccomplifbment of them,

And now, Sir, I have only to commit thefe hafty
refle@ions to your candor; a virtue which cannot be
feparated from the love of truth, and of which I ob.
ferve many traces in your agreeable letter ; and ifyou
fhould indulge this quality {till further, fo as to con.
ceive the poffibility of that being true and reafonable;
in matters of religion, which may feem {trange, or, to
folively afancy as yours, even ridiculous, you would
not hurt the credic of your excellent underftanding,
and would thus remove one, perbaps a principal,
occafion of thofe mifts which, as you complain, /ang
over thefe nice and difficult fubjecis. Fam with true

refpeét, Sik, yours, &e. 3
2 i (Signed) R H.

The followirig Iragment was found with the Joregoing
Letter, in Mr. GisnoN's handwriting.

YOUR anfwers to my five objections againft the 6th
chapter of Daniel come next to be confidered.

1. With regard to Daniel’s promotion, 1 confentto
withdraw my oppofition, and to allow the cafes of
Ximenes; Wolfey, and Richlieu as parallel inlances ;
though there is furely fome difference between a
young foreign foothfayer being fuddenly rewarded,
for the interpretation of a dream, with the govern.
ment of Babylon, and a prieft of theeftablifhed church,
rifing gradually to the great offices of ftate.

2. You apprehend, Sir, that my fecond objedion
fearcely defervesa ferious anfwer ; and that igis quite

K 2
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fufficient to appeal to myown reading and experience,
whether the)flrongefl conviction of the mind does not per>
petually give way to the inflamed and [elfi/h paffions.
Since you appeal to me, 1 (hall fairly lay before you
the refult of my obfervations on that fubject. 1.1t
muft be confeffed that the drunkard often finks into
the grave, and the prodigal into a gaol, without a
poflibility of deceiving or of checking themfelves.
But they f{ink by flow degrees; and, whilft they ine
dulge the ruling paflion, attend only to the trifling
moment of each guinea, or of each bottle, without
calculating their accumulated weight, till they feel
themfelves irretrievably crufbed under it. 2. In mof%
of the hazardous enterprifes of life there is a mixture
of chance and good fortune; what is called good for-
tune, is often the effect of (kill: and as our vanity
flatters us into an opinion of our fuperior merit, we
are neither furprifed nor difmayed by the mifcarriage
of ourrafh predeceffors. Z%e confpirator turns his eyes
from the axe and fcaffold, perhaps flill fireaming witl
blood, to the fuccefsful boldnefs of Sylla, of Czxfar,
and of Cromwell;and convinces himfelf that on fuch a
golden purfuit it is even prudent to ftake a precarious
and infipid life. We may add, that the moft daring
flights of ambition are as often the effects of neceflity
as of choice. The princes of Hindoftan muft either-
reign or perifh ; and when Cafar paffed the Rubicon,
it was {carcely pofibly for him to return to a private
ftation. 3. You think, Sir, we may learn from our
own experience, that an indifference concerning mi-
racles is very compatible with a full convidion of
their truth 5 and fo it undoubtedly is with fuch a con-
viction as we have an opportunity of obferving.
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Ne XXXV.
E. Gisson Efguire to J. B. HOLROYD Efguire,
DEAR HOLROYD, BeriTON, Ofob. 13, 1772,

I AM jul arrived ; as well as yourfelf, at 'mv dit
penates., but with very different intention. You will
ever remain a bigot to thofe rultic deities; I propofe
to abjure them foon, and to reconcile myfelf to the
catholic church of London.

Iam fo happy , fo exquifitely happy , at feeling fo
many mountains taken off my fhoulders , that I can
brave your indignation , and even the three - forked
lighgning of Jupiter himfelf. My reafons for taking
fo unwarrantable a ftep (approved of by Hugonin )
were no unmanly defpondency, (though it daily
became more apparent how much the farm would
fuffer; bothin reality andin reputation, by another
years ananagements), M Rt Ak r it
I fee pleafure but not ufe in a congrefs, therefore
decline it. I know nothing as yet of a purchafer ,
and can only give you full and-unlimited powers. 1f
you think it neceffary , let me know when youfell ;
but, however, do as you pleafe.

1 am fincerely glad to hear Mrs. H. is better, Still
think Bath would fuit her, She, and you too, I
fear , rather want the phyfic of the mind, than of
the body. Tell me fomething about yourfelf. If,
among a crowd of acquaintances, one friend can
afford you any comfort, I am quite at your fervice.
Once more, adieu,

K 3




¥34 LETTERS TO AND FROM

Ne XXXVI.
EpwARD G1BBON Efjuire toJ. HOLROYD Efyuire.
DEAR HOLROYD, PArr-MALL, x1th Dec, 1782,

]gv this time, Ifuppofe you returned to the Elyfian
~ fields of Shefficld. The country (Ido not mean any
particular refletions on Suffex ) muft be vaftly plea-
fant at this time of the year! For my own part, the
punifhment of my fins bas at length overtaken me.
Oa Thurfday the third of December, in the prefent
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
feventy - two, between the hours of one and two in
the afternoon, as I was croffing St. James’s church-
yard, | fumbled, and again fprained my foot ; but,
alas ! after two days pain and confinement, a horrid ;
monfier, ycleped the gout, made me a fhort vifit;
and though he has now taken hisleave, I am full of
apprehenfions that be may have liked my company
wellenough to call again, ]
The pathament, aftera few foft murmurs, is gone
to fleep, to awake again after Chriftmas, fafely folded
in Lord North’s arms. The town is gone into the
country, and I propole vifiting Sheffield about Sunday
fe'nnight, if by that time I can get my houfehold
preparations (L have as good as taken Lady Rous’s
leafein Bentinck-ftreet ) in any forwardnefs. Shall I
angle for Batt 2 No news ftirring, except the Duchefs
of G's pregnancy certainly declared. * * * * called
pn me the other day, and has taken my plan with
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him to confiderit; he ftill withes to defer to fpring ;
talks of bad roads, &c. andis very abfolute. Iremon-
firated, but want to know whether Lamto fubmit. Adieu.
Godfiey Clarke , who is writing near me , begs to be
remembered. The favage is going to hunt foxes in
Northampton(hire, Oxfordire, Gloucefterfhire, &c,

Yours fincerely.
Neo XXXVII.
The Same to the Same.

BoopLe’s, Ten o’Clock,

[ {
DEAR HOLROYD, Thurfday Evening, Dec. 1772.

1\/[ y fchemes with regard to you have been entirely
difappointed. The bufinefs that called me to town
was not ready before the 2oth of laflt month , and
the fame bufinefs has kept me here till now. 1 have
however a very {trong inclination to eat a Chriftmas
mince~pie with you; and let me tell you that inclina-
tion is no fmall compliment. Whatare the trees and
waters of Sheffield - Place, compared with the com=
fortable fmoke, lazy dinners, and inflammatory
Junius’s , which we can every day enjoy in town ?
You have feen the laft Junius 2 He calls on the diftant
legions to march to the Capitol, and free us from
the tyranny of the Practorian guards. 1 cannotanfwer
for the ghoft of the Aic & ubique, but the Hamp(hire
militia are determined to keep the peace for fear ofa
broken head. After all, do I mean to make you 2
vifit nextweek 2 Uponmy foul , I cannot tell I tell
K 4
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b

every body thatI fhall: 1 knowlthntl cannot pafs the
week with any man in the world with whom the
pleafure of fecing each other will be more fincere or
more reciprocal . Yet , entre nous, 1 do not believe
that I fhall be able to getout of this town before you
gome into it. Ac all events I look forwards, with
great impatience , to Bruton- ftreet ** and the
Romans *.

Believe me molt truly yours.

Ne XXXVIIL.
EpwARD GIBBON Zfjuire to J. HOLROYD Efguire,
DEAR HOLROYD, Janvary 12, 1993,

LENB")R()UGH is no more! * ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ adted like a
Jew , and I dare fay now repents it. In his room
* % % ¥ % found me a better man, a rich, brutifh,
honefl horfe- dealer, who has got a great fortune by
ferving the cavalry. On Thurfday he faw Lenbo-
rough, ounFriday came to town with* ¥ % ¥ ¥ 2,4
this morning at nine o’clock we firuck at 20,000 1.
after a very hard battle. As times go, Iam notdif
fatistied. * * * * and the new Lord of Lenborough
(by name ¥ * * *) dined with me; and though we
did not fpeak the fame language , yet by the help of
figns , fuch as that of putting aboutthebottle , the
natives feemed well fatisfied.

The whole world is going down to Portfmouth
where they will enjoy the pleafures of fmoke , noife,
heat , bad lodgings, and expenfive reckonings. For
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my own part, I bave firmly refilted importunity 3
declined parties, and mean to pafs the bufy week in
the foft retirement of my bocage de Bentinck-fireet,
Yelterday the Eaft India Company pofitively refufed
theloan : a noblerefolution , could they get money
any where elfe. Theyare violent; and it was moved,
and the motion heard with fome degree of approbas
tion, that they fhould inflantly abandon India to
Lord Notth, Sujah Dowlah, or the Devil , if he
chofe to take it.
Adieu.

The Same to the Same.
DEAR HOLROYD, BoobLE’s, May xv, 1973.

I am full of wordly cares, anxious about the great
twenty - fourth, plagued with the Public Advertifer,
diftreffed by the moft difmal difpatches from Hugo-
nin. Mrs. Lee claims a million of repairs, which will
coflt a million of money.

The Houfe of Commons {at late laft night. Bur~
goyne made fome fpirited motions —  That the
% territorial acquifitions in India belonged to the
< ftate (that was the word ); that grants to the fer-
“ vants of the company (fuch as jaghires) were
“ illegal ; and that there would be no true repen-
< tance without reftitution.” Wedderburne defend-
ed the nabobs with great eloquence, butlittle argu-
ment. The motions were carried without a divifion;
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and the hounds go out again next Friday. They are
in high fpirits; but the more fagacions ones have no
idea they fhall kill. Lord North {poke for the inquiry,
but faintly and relo&antly. Lady * *** * s fuid to
be in town at her mother’s, and a feparation is un-
avoidable ; but there is nothing certain.
Adieu.
Singerely yours.

INSXT,

EpwARD GrusoN Efguire to J. HOLROYD Efquire
at Edinburgh.

DEAR HOLROYD, BENTINCK - STREET ,
Aug. 7, 1773.

T 5ec ten thoufand pardons for not being dead, as
I certainly ought to be. But fuch is my abjectnature,
that I had rather live in Bentinck - ftreet, attainted
and convicted of the fin of lazinefs, than enjoy your
applaufe either at old Nick’s or even in the Elyfian
Fields. After all, could you exped that I fhould
honor with my correfpondence a wild barbarian of
the Bogs of Erin ? Had the natives intercepted my
fetter, the errors occafioned by fuch unknown magic
characters might have been fatal to you. But now
you have efcaped the fury of their hofpitality, and
are arrived among a cee- vi-leezed nation, [ may
yenture to renew my intercourfe.

You tell me of a long lift of dukes, lords, and
chieftains of renown to whom you are introduced ;
were Liwith you, I'thould prefer one David to them
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all. When you are at Edinburgh, I hope you will
not fail to vifit the ftye of that fattelt of Epicurus’s
hogs , and inform yourfelf whether there remains no
hopc ofits recovering the ufe of its right paw. There
is another animal of great, though not perhaps of
equal, and certainly not of fimilar merit,, one Robert-
fon; has he almoft created the new world ? Many
other men you have undoubtedly feen, in the country
where you areat prefent, who muft have commanded
your elteem : but when you return, if you are not
very honeft, you will poffefs great advantages over
me in any difpute concerning Caledonian merit.
Boodle’s and Atwood’s are now no more. The
laft firagglers, and Godfrey Clarke in the rear of
all, are moved away to theirfeveral caftles; and I
now enjoy , in the midt of London, a delicious
folitude. My library , Kenfington Gardens, and a
few parties with new acquaintance who are chained
to London, (among whom I reckon Goldfmith and
Sir Jofhua Reynolds,) fill up my time, and the mon-
fter Znnui preferves a very refpectful diftance. By the
bye, your friends Batt , Sir John Ruffell, and Laf-
celles, dined with me one day before they fet off;
for | fometimes give the prettieft little dinner it the
world: Butall this compofure draws near its conclu-
fion. About the fixteenth of this month Mr. kBliot
carries me away, and after picking up Mrs. Gibbon
at Bath , fets me down at Port Eliot: there I (hall
certainly remain fix wecks, or, in other words, to
the end of September. My future motions, whether
to London, Derbyfhire, or a longer ftay in Cornwall,

’

( pray is not “motion to flay ” rather in the Hibernian
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ftyle?) will depend on the life of Port Eliot, the
time of the meeting of parliament, and perhaps the
impatience of Mr. **#**% Lord of Lenborough.
Ouic of my pleafures in town I forgot to mention, the
unexpected vific of Deyverdun, who accompanies
his youog lord (very young indeed!) on a two
months tour to England. He took the opportunity
of the Larl's going down to the Duke of ** **# %
to fpend a fortnight (nor do Irecollect a more |)IC.1-
fant one} in Bentinck - ftreet. T hey are now gone
together into Yorkfhire, and I think it doubtful
whether I fhall fee 'him again before his rcturn to
Leipfic. It isamelancholy refletion , that while one
is plagued with acquaintance at the corner of every
ftreet , real friends fhould be feparated from each
other by unfurmountable bars , and obliged to catch
at a few tranfient moments of interview. I defire that
you and my Lady (whom I moft refpectfully greet)
would take your [hare of that very new and acute
obfervation , not fo large a fhare indeed as my Swifs
friend, fince nature and fortune give us more frequent
oppottunmw of being together. You cannot expect
news from a defert , and fuch is London at prefent.
The papers give you the full harveft of public intelli-
gence; and I imagine that the eloquent nymphs of
Twickenham ** communicate all the tranfacions of
the polite, the amorous, and the marrying world.
The great pantomime of Portfmouth was univerfally
admired; and I am angry at my own lazinefs in ne-
glcc‘tlng an excellent opportunity of feeing it. Foote
has given us the Bankrupt, a ferious and fentimental
piece, with very fevere ftrictures on the licence of
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fcandal in attacking private characters. Adien. For-
give and epiftolize me. Lhall not believe you fincere.
in the former, unles you make Beatinck - Areet
your inn. I fear I (hall be gone;‘but Mrs Ford ** and
the parrot will be prouc.i toreceive you :n.ad my Lady
after your long peregrination , from which I expe
great improvements.“ﬁns fhe got the brogue upon
the tip of her tongue ?

Ne XII.
EpwARD GIBBON Efguire to J. HoLrROYD Efguire.

DEAR HOLROYD, PorT EriOT, Sept, 10th, x1773.

B y this time you have furely finifhed your tour,
touched at Edinburgh, where you found a letter,
which you have not anfwered, and are now con-
templating the beauties of the Weald of Suffex. I
fhall demand a long and particular account of your
peregrinations , but will excufe it till we meet; and
for the prefent expeé only a fhort memorandum of
your health and fituation, together with that of my
much-honored friend IVrs. Abigail Holroyd. A word
too, if you pleafe, concerning father and fifter; to
the latter Lenclofe a receiptfrom VIrs. G. who is now
with me at Port Eliot.

Blind as you accufe me of being to the beauties of
nature, Iam wonderfully pleafed with this country.
Of her three dull notes , ground, plants, and water,
Cornwall poffeffes the firft and laft in very high per«
fection, Think of a hundred folitary fireams pcace-
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fully gliding between amazing cliffs on one fide ; and
rich meadows on the other; gradually [welling by
theaid of the tideinto noblerivers, fucceffively lofing
themfelves in each other, and all at length termina-
ting in the harbour of Plymouth, whofe broad ex-
panfe is irregularly dotted with two-and forty line-of.
battle fhips. In plants indeed we are deficient; and
though all the gentlemen now attend to pofterity ,
the country will for along time be very naked. We
have fpent feveral days agreeably enough in little
parties ; butin general our time rolls away in complete
uniformity. Our Jandlord poffefles neither a pack of
hounds, nor a ftable of running horfes, nor a large
farm, nor a good library. The lalt only could intereft
me ; but it 1s fingular that a man of fortune,. who
chufes to pafs nine months of the year in the country,
thould havenone of them., ;

According to our prefent defign, Mrs. G. and
myfelf return to Bath about the beginning of next
month. 1 fhall probably make but a (hort fay with
her, and defer my Derbyfhire journey till another
year. Sufficient for the fommer is the evil thereof,
viz. one diftant country excurfion. Natural inclina-
tion, the profecution of my great work, and the
conclufior ofmy Lenborough bufinefs. plead frongly
infavorof London. However I defire, and one always
finds time for what one really defires, to vific Sheffield-
Place before the end of October, f(hould it only be
for a few days. 1 know feveral houfes where I am
mivited to think myfelf at home, but I know no
other/where I feem inclined to accept of the invita-
tion. I forgot to telbyou, that I have declined the
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publication of Lord Chefterfield’s Letters. The public
will fee them, and upon the whole, I think, with
pleafure; but the family were {"lrongly bent again(t
it; and efpecially on DcyVCl‘dufl saccount, Ideemed
it more prudent to avoid making them my perfonal
enemies.

Ne XLII.

EpwARD GIBBON Efguire to J. HOLROYD Lfguire.

Janvary 1974,

Tsavealetter from Hugonin, a dreadfisl one I believe,
but it has lain four days unperufed in my drawer.
Letme turn it over to you.

Fofter is playing at what he calls whift; his partner
fwearing jnwardly. He would write to you to-night,
but he thinks he bad rather write next poft ; he will
think fo a good while. Every thing public, fill as
death. Our Committee of the Catch Club has done
more bufinefs this morning than all thofe of the Houfe
of Commons fince their meeting. Roberts does not
petition. This from the beft authority , and' yet
perhaps totally falfe. Hare married to Sir Abrabam
Hume’s daughter. You fee how hard preffed 1 am
for news. Befides, atany time, I had rather talk an
hour, than write a page. Therefore adien. 1 am
glad to hear of your fpeedy removal. Remember
Bentinck - firect,
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The Same to. the Same.
Janvary 29th, 19v4.
I AM now getting acquainted with authors, mana-
gers, &c. good company to know , butnot to live
with. Yefterday 1 dined at the Britifh Coffee-houfe,
with Garrick, Coleman, Goldfmith, Macpherfon,
John Hume, &c. I am this moment come from Cole-
man’s IMan of Bufinefs, We dined at the Shakfpeare ,
and went in a body to fupport it. Between friends,
though we got averdi& for our client, his caufe was
but a bad one. It is a very confufed mifcellany of
feveral plays and tales ; fets out brilliantly enough,
but as we advance the plot grows thicker, the wit
thinner , till the lucky fall of the curtain preferves us
from total chaos. j
Bentinck-ftreet has vifited Welbeck-fireet. Sappho
is very happy that fhe is there yet : on Sheffield-place
fhe fquints with regret and gratitude. Vlamma con.
fulted me about buying coals; we cannot get any
vound ones. Quintus is gone to head the civil war.
Of Mis, ** ¥* [ have nothing to fay. Ihave gotmy
antelligence for infuring , and will immediately get
the prefervative againft fire. Fofter has fent me eight-
and-twenty pair of Paris {ilk ftockings, with an inti-
mation that my lady wifhed for half-a-dozen. They
are much at her fervice ; but if fhe will look into
David Hume’s Effay on National Characters, fhe
will fee that [ durft not offer them to a Queen of Spain.
Sachex quune reine d'Efpagne w'a point de jambes.
Adieu.
N°® XLIV.
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EpwaRD GissoN Lfguire to J. HOLROYD Efpuire,
1774

\’-V g have conquered; * * * was amazed at the
tempeft jult ready to break over his head. He does

not defire to go to law , wifhes tolive 10 peace, has
no complaints to make, hopes for a little indulgence.
Hugonin is now in the attitude of St. Michael tram.
plingupon Satan; he holds him down, till Andrews
has prepared a little chain of adamant to bind the foul
fiend. In return, receive my congratulation on your
Irith victory. Batt told me yefterday, as from good
authority , that adminiftration defigned a fecond
attempt this feffion ; but to-day I have it from much
better, that they always difcouraged it, and that it
was totally an Hibernian fcheme. You remark that I
faw Batt. He paffed two hours with me; a pleafant
man ! Heand SirJohn Ruffel dine with me gext week:
you will have both their portraits; the originals are
engaged,

Ne XLV.
The Same to the Same.
February 1474,

Dm you get down fafe and early ? Is my lady in

good fpirits and humor? You do not deferve that

fhe fhould, for hurrying her away. Does Maria
Vor. IL L
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coquet with Divedown *' ? Adieu. Bentinck-ftreet
looks very difmal. You may fuppofe that nothing
very important can have occurred fince you left
town : but I will fend you fome account of America
after Monday, though indeed my anxiety about an
old manor takes away much of my attention from a
new continent. The mildnefs of Godfrey Clarke is
roufed into military fury ; but he isan old Tory, and
you only fuppofe yourfelf an old Whig. Ialone am
a true Englihman, Philofopher, and Whig.

Neo XLVI.
The Same to the Same;

Boonre’s, Wednefday Evening, March 16th, 19%4.

I WAs this morning with ** *, He was pofitive that
the attempt to fettle the preliminaries of arbitration
by letters, would lead us on. to the middle of the
fummer, and thata meeting was the only practicable
meafure. T acquiefced, and we blended his epiltle
and yours into one , which goes by this polt. If you
can contrive to fuit to it your Oxford journey, your
prefence at the meeting would be reccived as the
defcent of a guardian angel.

Very little that is fatisfactory has tranfpired of
America. On Monday Lord North moved for leave
to bring in a bill to remove the cultoms and courts of
jultice from Bofton to New Salem ; a ftep fo detri-

mental to the former town, as muft foon reduce it
to your own terms; and yet of fo mild an appearance,




EDWARD GIBBON Efquite. 147

that it was agreed to, withouta divifion, and almoft
without a debate, Something more is , however,
intended , and a committeeisappointed to inquire
into the general (tate of America. But adminillration
keep their fecret as well as that of free mafonry, and,
as Coxe profanely fuggelts, f.m' the fame reafon.

Don’t you remember that in our pantheon walks
weadmired che modefl beauty of Virs.* * * *.? Bl bien,
alas! fheis ***. Youalk me with' whom ? With ****,
of the guards; both the ** ¥ *’s, **x** 3 ffeward
of * ¥ ¥ >’ herfirlt love, and halfthe town befides.
A meeting of * * ¥ *’s friends affembled aboat a
week ago, to confult of the beft method of acquaint-
ing him with his frontal honors, Edmund Burke was
named as the orator, and communicated the tranf
aion in a molt cloquent{peech.

N. B. The fame lady, who at public dinnets ap-
peared to have the moft delicate appetite, wasaccuf-
tomed in her own apartment to fealt on pork-fteaks
and faufages, and to fwill porter till fhe was dead
drunk. * * * is abufed by the * * * family , has
been bullied by * * * and can prove himfelf a Cor-
nuto , to the fatisfa&ion of every. one but a court of
juftice. Oh rare matrimony!

Ne° XLVIL
EpwarD GIeeoN Ffjuire to J. HOLROYD Ffguire.

March 29th, 1994+

AMER/CA. Had T written Saturday night, aslonce
intended, fire and fwcrd, oaths of allegiance and
L2
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/

high treafon tried in England,|in confequence of the
refufal, would have formed my letter. Lord North,
however, opened ‘a moft lenient prefcription laft
night; and the utmoft attempt towards a new fettles
ment feemed to be no more than invelting the go-
vernors with a greater fhare of executive power,
nomination of civil officers, (judges, however, for
life,) and fome regulations of juries. The Bofton
port bill paffed the Lords laft night; fome lively
converfation, but no divifion.

Bentinch-fireet. Rofe Fuller was againft the Bofton
port bill, and againft his niece’s going to Boodle’s
malquerade. He was laughed at in the firlt inftance,
but fucceeded in the fecond. Sappho and Fanny
very indifferent (as mamma fays ) about going. They
feem of a different opinion, Adieu.

Ne XIVIIL.
The Same to the Same.
DEAR HOLROYD, April 2d, 1774,

Yo v owe me a letter; fo this extra goes only to
acquaint you with a misfortune that has juft happened
to poor Clarke, and which hereally confiders as fuch,
the lofs of a very excellent father. The blow was
fudden; a thinlittle man , as abftemious as a hermit,,
was defiroyed by a firoke of apoplexy in his coach
as he was going to dinner. He appeared perfectly
well, and only two days before had very good-
naturedly dined with usatatavern, a thing he had
not done formany years before. I'amthe only perfon

-
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Clarke wiflhes to fee, except l}is own family ; and I
pafs a great part of the day with him, A line from

you would be kindly received.

Great news , you fee, from India. Tanjour four
husdred thoufand pounds to the company, Suja

Dowla fix hundred thoufand. Adieu.
Ne XLIX.
The Same to the Same.

April 13th 1774

-AT length I am a little more at liberty. Godfrey
Clarke went out of town this morning. Inftead of
going diredly into Derbyfhire , where he would
have been overwhelmed with vifits, &c. he has taken
his fifter, bfother, and aunts to a villa near Farnham,
in which he has the happinefs of having no neigh-
bourkiood. If my eftcem and friendfhip for Godfrey
had been capable of any addition, it would have been
very much increafed by the manner in which he felt
and lamented his father’s death. He is now in very
different circumftances than before ; inflead of an eafy
and ample allowance , he has taken poffeflion of a
great eftate, with low rents and high incumbrances.
1 hope the one may make amends for the other: under
your condué I am fure they would, and I have freely
offered him your affiltance, in cafe he fhould wifthto
apply for it,

In the mean time I muft not forget my own affairs,
which feem to be covered with inextricable per
plexity. ** %, as [ mentioned about a century ago ,

L3
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promifed to fee ¥ * * and his attorney, and to oil the
wheels of the arbitration. As yet I have not heard
from him. I have fome thoughts of writing myfelf
to the jockey, Rating the various fteps of the affair,
and offering him, with polite firmnefs, the immediate
choice of Chancery or arbitration.

For the time , however | I forgot all thefe difficul-
ties, in the prefent enjoyment of Deyverdun’s com-
pany; aund I glory in thinking, that although my
houfe is fmall, itis jult of a fufficient fize to hold my
real friends, male and female, among the latter my
Lady holds the very firlt place.

Weareall quiet. — American bufinefs is fufpended
and almoft forgot. The other day we had a brifk
report of a Spanifh war. It was faid they had taken
ouneof our Leward Iflands. 1t fince turns out, that
we are the invaders, but the invafion is trifling.

Bien obligé non (at prefent) for your invitation.
I'wilh my Lady and you would come up to our maf-
querade the third of May. The fineft thing ever feen.
We fup in a tranfparent temple that coflts four hun.
dred and fifty pounds,

S [
EpwaRrDp Gisson Efguire to J. HOLROYD Efquire.
DEAR HOLROYD, April 21ft, 19744
I BEGIN to flag, and though you already reproach

me as a bad correfpondent, I much fear that | {hall
every week become a more hardened finner. Befides




EDWARD GIBBON Efquire. 151

the occafional obftru@ions of Clarke and Deyverdun,
I muft intreat you to confider, with your ufual
candor, 1. The ayerfion to epiftolary converfation,
which it has pleafed the dzmon to implantin my na-
ture. 2. That Lam avery fine gentleman, a fubfcriber
to the mafquerade, whereyou and my Lady ought to
come, and am now writing at Boodle’s, in a fine velvet
coat, with ruffles of my lady’s chufing, &c. 3. That,
the aforefaid fine gentleman is likewile a hiltorian;
and in truth, when Iam writing a page, Ido notonly
think it a fufficient reafon for delay, but even confider
mylelf as writing for you, and that, much more to
the purpofe than if I were fending you the little tattle
of the town, of which indeed there is none ftirring,
With regard to America, the Minifter feems mode-
rate, and the Houfe obedient.

* % #g Jaft letter, by fome unaccountable accident
had never reached me; fo that your’s, in every in-
ftance, amazed me. Iimmediately difpatched to him
groans and approbation, * * * however, gives me
very little uneafinefs. I fee that heisa bully, and that
Thaveaftick. Butthe curfed bufinefs of Lenborough,
in the midft of ftudy, diffipation, and friendfhip at
times almoft diftracts me. Iam {urely in a worfe {itu-
ation than before I fold the eftate, and what diftrefles
me is, that

His ego nec metas rerum, nec 1€mpora pono,——

Both Deyverdun and Clarke wifh to be remembered
to you. The former, who has more talte for the
country than * * * % could wifh to vifit you, but be
fets out in a few days for the coutinenc with Lord
Midleton. Adieu.

L4
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Ne LL
EDWARD GIBBON Efjuire to J, HoLroyp Efquire,
DEAR HOLROYD, May4ch, 1774,

]JAGT night was the triumph of Boodle’s, Our
mafquerade coft two thoufand guineas; a fum that
might have fertilized a province, (I fpeak Inyour own
ftyle,) vanifhed in'a few hours, but not without
leaving behind it the fame of the moft fplendid and
clegant fére that was perhaps ever given in a feat of
the arts and opulence. It would be as difficult to

defcribe the magnificence of the fcene, asitwould be’

eafly to record the humor of the night. The one was
above, the other below, all relation. I left the Pan.
theon about five this morning, rofe at ten, took a
good walk. and returned home to a more rational
entertainment of Batt, SirJohn Ruffell. and Lafcelles,
who dined with me. They have left me this moment ;
and were 1 to enumerate the things faid of Sheffield,
it would form a much longer letter than I have any
inclination to write. Let it fuffice, that Sir John
means to pafs in Suffex the interval of the two terms.
Every thing, in a word, goes on very pleafantly,
except. the terreftrial bufinefs of Lenborough. Laft
Saturday fe'nnight T wrote to * * * *, to prefs him to
fee*** and urge the arbitration. He has not condefcen.
ded to anfwer me. Allisadeadcalm , fometimes more
fatalthana ftorm. For God’s fake fend me advice,
Adicu.
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Ne LII.

EpwARD GisnoN Lfyuire to Mrs. GIBBON, Bath.

DEAR MADADN, BooprLE's, May 24th, 1744,

D 0 you remember that there exifts in the world
one Edward Gibbon, a houfekeeper in Bentinck-
freet ? If the Randard of writing and of affection were
the fame, I am fure he would ill-deferve it. I do not
wifh to difcover, how many days (Lam afraid [ ought
to ufe another word) have elapfed fince the date of my
laft, or even of your Jaft letter, and yet fuch is the
fluggifh nature of the beaft, that I am afraid nothing
but the arrival of IMrs. Bonfoy, and the expectation
of Mr. Eliot, could haveroufed me from my lethargy.
The Lady gave me great fatisfaction, by her general
account of your health and fpirits, but communicated
fome uneafinefs, by the mention of a little encounter,
in the ftyle of one of Don Quixote’s, but which
proved, [hope, as trifling as youat firltimagined it.
For my own part, I am well in mind and body, buly
with my books, (which may perhaps produce fome-
thing next year, either to tire or amufe the world,)
and every day more fatisfied with my prefent mode
of life, which I always believed was calculated to
make me happy. My only remaining uneafinefs is
Lenborough, which isnotterminated. By Holroyd’s
advice, I rather try what may be obtained by a little
more patience, than rufh at once into the horrors of
Chancery. But let us talk of fomething elfe, IVIrs.
Porten grows younger every day. Y ouremember, I
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think, in Newman.ftreet, an agreeable woman, Mifs
W ** * % The Under-fecretary is ferioufly in love
with her, and ferioufly uneafy that his precarious
fitvation precludes him fram happinefs. We fhall foon
fee which will get the better, love or reafon. I bet
three to two on love.

Guefs my furprife, when Mrs. Gibbon of Nog-
thamptonfhire fuddenly communicated her arrival, 1
immediately went to Surrey-fircet, where fhe lodged,
but though it was no more than half an hour after
nine, the Saint had finifhed her evening devotions,
and was already retired to reft. Yefterday morning
( by appointment) I breakfafted with ber at eight
o'clock, dined with her to-day at two in Newman-
fireet, and am jult returned from fetting her down.
She is, in trath, a very great curiofity : her drefs and
figure exceed any thing we had at the mafquerade :
her language and ideas belong to the laft century.
However, in point of religion fhe was rational ; that
is tofay, filent. Idonot believethat fhe afked afingle
quefltion, or faid theleaft thing concerning it. Tome
ine behaved with great cordiality, and in her way cx-
prefled a greatregard.

Mrs. Porten tells me, that (he has juft written to
you. She ought to go to a mafquerade once a year,
Did you think ber fuch a girl ?

Tam, dear Madam, moft truly yours,
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Neo LIIIL

Ebwarp Gissox Efguire to.J. HoLroyp Efquire,

Boopre’s, May 24th, 1774.

T wrotk three folio pages to you this morning, and
yet you complain. Have reafon, and have mercy 3
confider all the excellent reafons for filence which I
gave you in one of my laft, and expe& my arrival in
Suffex, when I fhall talk more in a quarter of an hour
than I could write in a day. 4 propos of that arrival ;
never pretend to allure me, by painting in odious
colors the duft of London. I love the duft, and
whenever I move into the Weald, it is to vifit you
and my Lady, and not your trees. About this-day-
month I mean to give you  vifitation. 1 leave it to
Guife, Clarke, and the other light horfe, to prance
down for a day or two. They all talk of mounting,
but will not fix the day. Sir John Ruffell, whom [
falute, has brought you, I fuppofe, all the news of
Verfailies. Let me only add, that the Vefdames, by
attending their father, have both got the fmall pox. I
can make nothing of * * ¥, orhis lawyer. You will
{wear at the fhortnels of this letter.—Swear,

Ne LIV,

The Same to the Same.

Saturday evening, Auguft 27th, 1774.

B\’ your fubmiffion to the voice of reafon, you
eafed me of a heavy load of anxiety. I did not like




156 LETTERS TO AND FROM

your enterprife, ¥ * X ¥ ¥ X X X X Agto papers,
Iwill fhow you that I can keep them fafe till we meet.
What think you of the Turks and Ruffians? Ro-
manzow is a great man. He wrote an acconnt of his
amazing fuccefs to Moulkin Poulkin here, and de.
clared his intention of retiring as foon as he had con-
ducted the army home; defiring that Poufkin would
fend him the beft plan he could procure of an Englifh
gentleman’s farm, In hisanfwer, Poufkin promifed to
getit; but added, that at the fame time he {hould
fend the Emprels a plan of Blenheim. A handlome
compliment, Ithink. My Lady and Maria, as ufual.

NG
EpwArp GiBBoN Efquire to J. Horroyp Efguire.

BENTINCK-STREET, Sept. 10th, 1774.

SINC:" Heberden is returned, I think the road lies
plain before you, I mean the turnpike road ; the only
party whichin good fenfe can be embraced is, without
delay, to bring my Lady to Bentinck-ftreet, where
you may inhabit two or three nights, and have any
advice (Turton, Heberden, &c.) which the town may
afford, in a cafe that moft affuredly ought not to be
trifled with. Do this as you value our good opinion.
The Cantabs are ftrongly in the fame fentiments.
There can be no apprehenfions of late hours, &c. as
none of Mrs. H.s raking acquaintance are in town, *
¥ X * X Yougive me noaccountof the works.
When do you inhabit the library ? Zurn over—great
2hings await you.
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It is furely infinite condefcenfion for a fenator to
beltow his attention on the affairs of a juryman. A
fenator ? Yes, Sir, at laft

e Ouods Toko s Diviem promittere nemo

Auderet, volvenda dies, en attulit ultro.
Yelterday morning, about half an hour after feven, as
1 was defiroying an army of Barbarians, 1 heard a
double rap at the door, and myjfriend X xo6 fak
was foon introduced. After fome idle converfation
he told me, that if I was defirous of being in parlia.
ment, he had an independent feat very much at my
fervice. * ** * This is afine prolpect opening upon
me, and if next fpring I fhould take my feat, and
publith my book, it will be a very memorable wra n
my life. 1am ignorant whether my borough will be *
* % You defpife boroughs, and fly at nobler game.
Adicu.

Ne LVL
The Same to the Same.
December od, 1774.

I SEND you inclofed a difmal letter from Hugonin-
Return it without delay, with obfervations. A ma-
nifefto has been fent to * * *, which muft, Ithink
produce immediate peace or war, Adien. We fhall
have a warm day on the addrefs next Monday. A
pumber of young members! Whitfhed, a dry man
affured me, that he heard one of them afk, whether
the king always fatin that chair, pointing to the
Speaker’s. Adieu,
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Pt &0
Ne LVII.
The Same to the Same.

Boopre’s; Jan. 31, 19.54

SOMF‘.TIMES people do not write becaufe they are
too idle, and fometimes becaufe they are too bufy.
The former was ufually my cafe, but a prefent it is
the latter. The fate of Europe and America feems
fully fufficient to takeup the time of one man; and
efpecially of aman who gives up a great deal of time
for the purpofe of public and private information. I
think T have fucked Mauduit and Futchefon very
dry; and if my confidence was equal to my eloquence,
and my eloquence to my knowledge, perhaps [ might
make no very intolerable fpeaker. At all events, I
fancy 1 fhall try to expofe my/felf.
Semper ego auditor tantum ? nunguamne reponam 2
For my own part, I am more and more convinced
that we have both the right and the power on our
fide, and that, though the effort may be accompanied
with fome melancholy circumftances, we are now
arrived at the decifive moment of preferving, or of
lofing for ever, both our trade and empire. We ex-
pectnext Thurlday or Friday to bea very great day.
Hitherto we have been chiefly employed in reading
_papers, and rejecting petitions. . Petitions were
broughtfrom London, Briftol, Norwich, &c. framed
by party, and defigned to delay. By the aid of fome
p.arliamcntary quirks, they bave been all referred to a
feparate inactive committee, which Burke calls a com.
mittee of oblivion, and are now confidered as dead in
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aw. [ could write you fifty little Houfle of Commons
ftories, but from their number and nature they fuit
better a conference than a letter. Our general divi.
fions are about two hundred and fifty to eighty or
ninety. Adieu.

Ne LVIIL
Epwarp GiBsoN Efquire to Mrs. Gizzown, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Lonpow, Jan. 318, 1775.

1
AN idle man has no time, and a bufy man very
little. As yet the Houfe of Commons turns out very
well to me, and though it hould never prove of any
real benefit to me, 1 find it at lealt a very agreeable
coffee-houfe. We are plunging every day deeper and
deeper into the great bufinefs of America; and I have
hitherto been a zealous, though filent, friend to the
caule of government, which, intiis inflance, 1 think
the caufe of England. T paffed about ten days, as I
defigned, at Uppark. Ifound Lord '* * * and fous-
fcore fox-hounds.

The troubles of Beriton are perfetly compofed,
and the infurgents reduced to a [tate, though not a
temper of fubmiffion. You may f..lppofc I heard a
great deal of Petersfield. L * * * * means to convict
your friend of bribery, to tranfport him for ufing a
fecond time old (tamps, and to prove that Putcrsh(ld
1s {tilla part of the manor of Beriton. I remain an im-
partial fpectator. I am, dear Madam, moft truly youss.
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N9 LIX.

EpwarDp GinsoN Zfquireto). B.HoLoryp Lfquire

February 8 th, 1775.

I am not d——d, according to your charitable
wifhes, becaufe I bave not acted; there was fuch an
inundation of fpeakers, young fpeakers in every fenfe
of the word , both on Thurfday in the grand com-
mittee , and Monday on the report to the Houfe , that
neither Lord George Germaine nor myfclf could
find room for a fingle word. The principal men
both days were Fox and Wedderburne, on the oppo-
fite fides ; the latter difplayed his ufual talents; the
former, taking the vaft compafs of the queftion be-
fore us, difcovered powers for regular debate , which
neither his friends hoped , nor his enemies dreaded-
‘We voted an addrefs, ( three hundred and four to
one hundred and five, ) oflives and fortunes , decla-
ring Maffachuffets Bay in a ftate of rebellion. More
troops , butI fear not enough, go to America, to
makean army of ten thoufand men at Bofton; three
generals, Howe , Burgoyne, and Clinton. In afew
days we [top the ports of New England. I cannot
write volumes; but [ am moreand more convinced »
that with firmnefs all may go well; yet I fometimes
doubt. Tamnow writing with ladies, (Sir 8. Porten
and hisbride, ) and two card-tables , in the library.
As to my filence, judge of my fituation by laft
Monday. I am on the Grenvillian committee of
Downton.
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Downton. We always fit from ten to three and a
half; after which , thatday . I went into the Houlfe,
and [at till three in the morning. Adieu.

N° LX.

£ pwArD GipBox Lfguire 0 1. B. Horrovp Zfjuire,

February 25th, 1775.

.\/VE go on with regard to America, if we can be
faid to go on; for on lait Monday a conciliatory
motion of allowing the Colonies to tax themfelves,
was introduced by Lord North , in the mid(t of lives
and fortunes, warand famine. We went into the
Houfe in confufion, every moment expecting that
the Bedfords would fly into rebellion againft thofe
meafures. Lord North rofe fix times to appeafe the
{torm , but allin vain; till at length Sir Gilbert decla-
sedi for adminiftration , and the troops all rallied
under their proper ftandard. On Wednefday we
had the Middlefex election. * 1 was a patriot; fat by
the Lord Mayor , who fpoke well , and with temper,
but before the end of the debate fell faft afleep. 1am
fill a mute ; itis more tremendous than I imagined ;
the great {peakers fill me with defpair, the bad ones
with terror.

When do youmove ? My Lady anfwered like
a woman of fenfe, {pirit, and good nature. Neither
fhe nor I could bearit. She was right, and the Du-
chefs of Braganza would have made the fame anfwer.

Adien,
Vor. IIL ™
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N° LXI.
EpwARD G1BBON Zfjuire to Mrs. GInpoN.

DEAR MADAM , March 36th, 1775}

I HARDLY know to take up the pen. I talked in my
laft of two orthree pofts, and I am almoft afhamed
to calculate how many have elapfed. I will endea-
vourfor the fucure to be lefs fcandalous. Only believe
that my heart is innocent of the lazinefs of my hand.
I donotmean to have recourfe to the Rale and abfurd
excufe of bufinefs, though I'have really had a very
confiderable hurry of new parliamentary bufinefs ;
one day, for inftance , of feventeen hours , from ten
in the morning till between three and four the next
morning. It is, upon the whole, an agreeable im.
provemeit in my life , and forms jult the mixture of
bufinefs, of Rudy,and of fociety, which 1 always
imagioed I (hould , and now find I do like. Whetheg
the Houfe of Commons may ever prove of benefit to
myfelf or country, is another queftion. As yet 1
have been mute. In the courfe of our American
affairs, I have fometimes had a wifh to {peak , but
though I felt tolerably prepared as to the matter, I
dreaded expofing myfelf in the manner, and remained
in my feat (afe , but inglorious. Upon the whole "
{ though I fill believe I fhall try,)I doub* whether
Nature . not that in fome inftances I am ungrateful ,
has given me che talents of an orator, and I feel that
I came 1into parliament much too late to exert them.
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Do you hear of Port Eliot coming to Bath? and,
above, all, do you hear of Charles fireet ** coming

to Bentinck-ftreet, in its way to Effex, &c.
Adien. Dear Madam,

I am molft truly yours.

N°. LXIIL

EpwARD GILBON Lfquire to Mrs. GIBBON.

pEAR MADAM ,  HOUSE of CoMMoONs, May 2d, 1775,

IACCEPT of the Pomeranian Lady with gratitude
and pleafure, and fhall be impatient to form an ac~
quaintance with her. My prefentations at St. James's
pafled gracioufly. My dinnerat Twickenham was
attended with lefs ceremony and more amufement.
1f they turned out Lord North to-morrow , they
would ftill leaye him one of the beft companions in
the kingdom. By this time I fuppofe the Eliots are’
with you. Iamfure youwillfay cvery thing kind
and proper on the occafion. I am glad to hear of the
approbation of my conftituents for my vote on the
Middlefex eleion. On the fubjet of America,
1 have been fomething more of a courtier. Youknow,
1 fuppofe, that Holroyd isjult ftepped over to Ireland
fora fortnight. He paffed three days with me on his
way. Deyverdun had left me juft beforeyour letter
arrived , which 1 fall foon have an opportunity of
conveying to him. Though, I flatter myfelf, he
broke from me with fome degree of uneafinefs, the
engagement could not be declined. At the end of

four years he has an annuity of one hundred pounds
M 2
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for life ,and may for the remainder of his days enjoy
a decent independence in that country , which a phi-
lofopher would perhaps prefer to the reft of Europe.
For my own part after the hurry of the town and of
parliament, [am now retired to my villain Bentinck-
ftreet, which I begin to find a very pleafing folitude,
at lealt as well as if it were two hundred miles from
London; becaufe when I am tired of the Roman
Empire, I can laugh away the evening at Foote’s
theatre , which I could not do in Hampfhire or
Cornwall. Iam, dear Madam, moft truly yours,

Ne. LXIII.

EpwARD GI1BBON ZfguiretoJ. B. HoLROYD Lfquire,
BENTINCK-STREET , Auguft it 1775.

2
'1, OUR apprehenfions ofa precipitate work, &c. are
‘perfedtly groundlefs. I fhould be much more addicted
to a contrary extreme. The /icad is now printing :
true, buticwas written laft yearand the year before.
The firlt chapter has been compofed de nouveau three
times ; the fecond twice , and' all the others have
undergone reviews, corrections, &c. As to the
tail , itis perfecly formed and digefted, ( andewere
1fo much given to felf-content and hafte, ) i¢is almoft
all written. The ecclefiaflical part, for inftance, is
written out in fourteen fheets, which I mean to re
Jondre from beginning to end. As to the friendly
critc, it is very difficult to find one who has leifure ,
candor, freedom, and knowledge fufficient. How-
ever, Batt and Deyverdun have read and obferved.
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After all, the public is the beft critic. 1 print no
more than five hundred copies of the firft edition ;
and the fecond (as it ll:l.ppms frequently to my
betters ) may receive many improvements. So much
for Rome. We have nothing new from America.
But 1 can venture'to affure you , that adminiftration
isnow as unanimous and decided as the occafion
requires. Something will be done this year; but in
the Spring the force of the country will be exerted
to the utmoft. Scotch Highlanders, Irifh Papifts,
Hanoverians, Canadians, Indians, &c. will all in
various (hapes be employed. Parliament meet the
firlt week in November. [ think his Catholic Ma-=
jefly may be fatisfied with his Summer’s amulement,
The Spaniards fought with great bravery, and made |
a fineretreat ; but our Algerine friends furpaffed them
as much'in conduct as in number. Adieu.

The Duchefs has ftopped Foote’s piece.  She fent
for him to Kingfton-houfe, and threatened , bribed ,
argued, and wept for about two hours. He affured
her, that if the Chamberlain was obftinate, he fhould
publifh ic, with a dedication to her Grace.

Ne LXIV,
Epwarp Ginson Efguire to Mrs. GisBON , Bath.,

DEAR MADAM, Lonpon, Augult, 1775.

‘ ~ ILL you accept my prefent literary bufinefs
as an excufe for my not writing ? I think you will
be in the wrong if you do, fince I was juft asidle

M 3
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before. At all events, however, it is better to fay
three words, than to be totally a2 dumb dog. 4 propos
ofdog,’but not of dumb : your Pomeranian is the
comfort of my life; pretty ,impertinent , fantaRical ,
all that a young lady of fathion ought to be. I
flatter myfelf that our paffion is reciprocal. I amjuft
at prefent engaged in a great hiftorical work; no
lefs than a Hiftory ofthe Decline and Fall of the Ro-
man Empire ; with the firlt volume of which [ may
very poflibly opprefs the public next winter. 1t
would require fome pages to give a more particular
ideaof it; but I fhall only fay in general , that the
fubject is curious, and never yet treated as it de.
ferves; and that during fome years it has been in
my thoughts, and even under my pen.  Should the
attempt fail , it muft be by the fault of the execution,
Adicu. Dear Madam, believe me moft truly yours.

Ne LXV.
EpwARrp Gissow Efguire to J. Horroyp Efguire.
BentiNck-STrEET O&ober 14¢h, 1775,

I SEND you two pieces of intelligence from the beft
authority , and which, unlefs you hear them from
fome other quarter , [ do not wifh you fhould talk
much about. 1ft, When the Ruffians arrive, if they
refrefh themlelves in England or Ireland, ) wil] you
go and fee their camp? We have great hopes of
getting a body of thefe Barbarians, In confequence

of fome very plain advances , King George, with his

own hand , wrote a very polite epiftle to fifter Kitty,
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requefting her friendly affitance. Full powers and
inftru@ions were fent at the fame time to Guaning,
to agree for any force between five, and twenty
thoufand men , carte blanche for the terms;on con-
dition, however , that they fhould ferve, not as
auxiliaries , but as mercenaries and that the Ruffian
general (hould be abfolutely under the command of
the Britith. They daily and hourly expet a mefs
fenger, and hope to hear that the bufinefs is con-
cluded. The worft ofit is, that the Baltic will foon
be frozen up, and that it muft be late next year before
they can get to America. 2. In the mean time we
are not quite eafy about Canada ; and even if it fhould
be fafe from anattack, we cannot flatter ourfelves with
the expe@ation of bringing down that martial people
on the Back-Settlements. The pricfts are ours; the
gentlemen very prudently wait the event, and are
difpofed to join the ftronger party; but the fame
lawlefs fpirit and impatience of government which
have infected our Colonies , are gone forth among
the Canadian peafants, over whom, fince the con-
queft, the noblefle loft much of their ancientinfluence.
Another thing which will pleafe and furprife , is the
affurance which I received from a man who might
tell me alie, but who could not be miftaken , that
no arts , no management whatloever, have been ufed
to procure the addrefles which fill the Gazette, and
that Lord North was as much furprifed at the firft
that came up, as we could be at Sheffield. We
{hall have, I fuppofe, fome brifk [kirmifhing i
parliament, but the bufinefs will foon be decided
by our fuperior weight of fire, A propos, Lbelicve
M 4
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there bas been fome vague but ferious converfation
about calling out the militia. The new levies 2o
on very flowly in Ireland. The Diffenters, both
there and here, are violent and adtive. Adicu.
I embrace my Lady and Maria.

Ne LXVI,

GEQRGE Lrwis ScorT Efquire to EDWARD (GIBBON
Efquire,

DEAR SIR, December 29 th, 1775,

IAM obliged to you for the liberty of perufing part
of your work. What L have read, has given me
a great deal of pleafure. I have found but few flips
of the prefs, or the pen.

The ftyle of the work is clear, and every way
agreeable ; and I dare fay you will be thought to
have written with all due moderation and decency
with refpect to received ( at leaft once received )
opinions. The notes and quotations will add not
a lictle to the value of the work. The authority
of French writers, fo familiar to you, has not infected
you, however, with the fault of fuperficial and
carelefs quotations. I find, fince [ faw - you, that
I mult be in the chair at the Excife Office to-morrow;
which fervice will confine me too much for a week,
to permit me to wait upon you {o foonas [ could
with.

I am very truly, dear Sir,

Your moft obedient and moft humble Servant,
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Ne LXVII,

Epwarp Gisson Efquire to J. HoLRoyp Efquire,

LoxDON, January 18th , 1776,

I’I 0w do youdo ? Are youalive ? Are you buried
under mountains of fnow ? I write merely to triumph
in the {uperiority of my own fituation, and to rejoice
in my own prudence, innot going down to Sheftield-
place, aslferioufly, but foolifhly, intended to do laft
week. We proceed triumphantly with the Roman
Empire, and fhall certainly make our appearance be-
fore the end of next month. 1 have nothing public.
You know we have got eighteen thoufand Germans
from Hefle, Brunfwick, and Heffe Darmftadt. Ithink
our meeting will belively; a fpirited minority, and a
defpondmv majority. The higher people are placed,

the more gloomy are their countenances, the more
melancholy their language. You may call this cowar-
dice, but I fear it arifes from their knowledge (alate
knowledge) of the difficulty and magnitude of the
bufinefs. Quebec isnot yez taken. L hearthat Carleton
3s determined never to capitulate with rebels. A glo-
rious refolution , ifit were fupported with fifty thou-
fand men! Adieu. I embrace my Lady and Maria.
Make my excufes to the latter, for having neglected

“her birth.day.
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Ne LXVIIL

Epwarp Gisson Efquire to J. HoLroyp Efquire.

January ogth, 17764

HAMS, &c. arrived fafe; were received with thanks,
and devoured with appetite. Send more (id ¢/?) of
hares. 1 believe, in my laft I forgot faying any thing
of the fon of Fergus ; his letters reached him. What
think you of the feafon ? Siberia. is it not? A plea.
fantcampaign in America. Iread and pondered your
laft, and think that, in the place of Lord G. G.you
might perhaps fucceed; but I much fear that our
Leaders have notagenius which can a& at the diftance
of three thoufand miles. You know, that a large
draught of guards are jult going to America; poor
dear creatures! We are met; but no bufinefs. Next
week may be bufy ;. Scotch militia, &c. Roman Em-
pire (firfk part) will be finifhed ina week, or fortnight.
At laft, 1 have heard Texier; wonderful! Embrace
my Lady. The weather too cold to turn over the
page. Adieu.

Since this, I received your laft, and honor your
care of the old women; a refpectable name, which,
in fpite of my Lady, may fuit Judges, Bihops, Ge-
nerals, &c. [ am rejoiced to hear of Maria’s inocula-
tion. [know not when you have done fo wife a thing.
You may depend upon getting an excellent Houfe.

Adicu.
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Ne LXIX.

Epwarp Gissox Efguire to J. HoLrovp Efjuire.

BENTINCE-STREET, February gth, 1776%

You are miftaken about your dates. It is to morrow
Jeven-night, the feventeenth, thatmy book will decline
into the world.

Iam glad to find, that by degrees you begin to un-
derftand the advantage of a civilized city. Adieu. No
public bufinefs; parliament has fat every day, butwe
have not had a fingle debate. I think you will have
the book on Monday. The parent is not forgot,
though I had not a fingle one to fpare.

Ne LXX.

Extraét ofa Letter from Dr. ROBERTSON {0 Mr. STRA=
HAN, dated Edinburgh College, March 15, 1776.

O oy SINCE my laftIhave read Mr. Gibbon’s
Hiftory with much attention, and great pleafure. Itis
a work of very high merit indeed. He poffeffes that
induftry of refearch, without which no man deferves
the name of a Hiftorian. His narrative is perfpicuous
and interefling; his ftyle is elegant and forcible,
though in fome paffages I think rather too labored,
and in others too quaint. But thefe defeds are amply
compenfated by the beauty of the general flow of lan= °
guage, and a very peculiar happinefs in many of his
expreflions. I have traced him in many of his quota-
tions, (for experience has taught me to fufpect the
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accuracy of my brother pen-men,) and I find he refers-

to no paffage but what he has feen with his own eyes.
Yhope the book will be as fuccefsful as it deferves to
be. 1 have not yet read the two lalt chapters, butam
forry, from what I have heard of them, that he has
taken fuch a tone in them as will give great offence,
and hurt the fale of the book.

Ne LXXE

Mr. FERGUSON (0 Mr. GIBBON.

DEAR SIR, Epinsurcu, March 1gth, 1776

T Recerven, about eight days ago, after I had been
reading your Hiftory, the copy which you have
been fo good as to fend me, and for which 1 now
trouble you with my thanks. But even if I had
not been thus called upon to offer you my refpects,
I could not have refrained from congratulating you
on the merit, and undoubted fuccefs, of this valu-
able performance. The perfons of this place whofe
judgment you will value moft, agree in opinion,
that you have made a great addition to the clafii.
cal literature of England, and given us what Thu-
cydides propofed leaving with his o¥n country-

men, a poffeffion in perpetuity. Ven of a certain .

modelly and merit always exceed the expectations
of their friends; and it is with very great pleafure
I tell you, that although you muft have obferved
in me every mark of confideration and regard, that

this 15, neverthelefs, the cafe, I receive your in-
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firu@ion, and ftudy your model, with great defe-
rence, and join with every one elfle, in applauding
the extent of your plan, 1n hands fo well able to
exccuteit. Some of your readers, I find, were im-
patient to get at the fifteenth chapter, andvbog;m
at that place. I have not heard much of their criti.
cifm, but am told that many doubt of your ortho.
doxy. I wilh to be always of the charitable fide,
while I own you have proved that the cleareft (tream
may become foul when it comes to run over the
muddy bottom of human nature. I havenot ftayed
to make any particular remarks, If any fhould
occur on the fecond reading. L fhall not fail to lay
in my claim to a more needed, and more ufeful
admonition from you, in cafe I ever produce any
thing that merits your attention. And am, with the
greatelt refpec, dear Sir,
Your moft obliged, and moft humble Servant,
AvaMm EEreuson.

Ne° LXXII,

Extraél of a Letter from Mr. Davip Hume to Mr,
STRAHAN, dated Edinburgh, April 8, 1776.

* % % %[ am very much taken with Mr. Gibbon’s
Roman Hiftory, which came from your prefs, and
am glad to hear of its fuccefs. There will no books
of reputation now be printed in London but through
your hands and Mr. Cadell’s. The Author tells
me, that he is already preparing a fecond edition.
I refolved to have given him my advice with regard
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to the manner of printing it ; but as Tam now writing
to you, it is the fame thing. He ought certainly to
print the number of the chapter at the head of the
margin; and it would be better if fomething of
the contents could alfo be added. One is allo
plagued with his notes, according to the prefent
method of printing the book : when a note is an-
nounced, you turn to the end of the volume; and
there you often find nothing but a reference to an
authority. All thefe authorities ought only to be
printed at the margin, or bottom of the page. I
defire a copy of my new edition fhould be fent
to Mr. Gibbonj; as wifhing that gentleman, whom
I fo highly value, fhould perufe me in a form the
leaft imperfect to which I can bring my work.

* % ¥ * * Dr. Smith’s performance is another
excellent work that has come from your prefs this
winter; but I have ventured to tell him, that it
requires too much thought to be as popular as [VIr.
Gibbon’s.

Ne LXXIIIL.

Mr. FErRGUSON f0 Mr. GIBBON.

DEAR SIR, EpinsurcH, April 18th, 1776,

I snourp make fome apology for not writing you
fooner an anfwer to your obliging letter: butif you
fhould honor me frequently with fuch requefls, you
will find, that, with very good intentions, I am a
very dilatory and ixregular correfpondent, I am
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forry to tell you, that our l'ffpcé’tab]e friend “* is ftill
declining in his health; heis greatly emaciated, and
Ioofes firength.  He talks familiarly of his near pro-
fpect of dying. His mqthcr‘ 1t feens, (‘hcd under the
fame fymptoms; and it appears fo little neceffary,
or proper, to flatter him, that no one attempts it.
1 never obferved his underftanding more clear, or
his humor more pleafant and lively. He has a great
averfion to leave the tranquillity of his own houfe,
to go in fearch of health among inns and holtlers.
And his friends here gave way to him for fome time;
but now think it neceflary he fhould make an ef-
fort to try what change of place and air, or any
thing elfe Sir John Pringle may advife, can ' do for
him. I left him this morning in the mind to com-
ply in this article, and I hope he will be prevailed
on to fet outin afew days. He is jult now fixty-
five.

I am very glad that the pleafure you give us re<
coilsalittle on yourfelf, through our feeble teftimony.
I have, as you fuppofe, been employed, at any ins
tervals of leifure or reft I have had for fome years,
in taking notes, or collecting materials, for a Hif-
tory of the diftractions that broke down the Ro-
man Republic, and ended in the eftablilhment of
Auguftus and his immediate fucceffors. The com=
pliment you are plealed to pay, I cannot accept of
even to my fubject. Your fubje® now appears
with advantages it was not fuppofed to have had;
and L fufpe@ that the magnificence of the moulder-
ing ruin wiil appear more ftriking, than the fame
building when the view is perplexed with feaffold-
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ing, workmen, and diforderly lodgers, and the eat
is {tunned with the noife of deltrucions and re-
pairs, and the alarms of fire. T he night which youn
begin to defcribe is folemn, and there are gleams
of light fuperior to what is to be found in any other
time. I comfort myfelf, that as my trade is the
ftudy of human nature, I could not fix on a more
interefting corner of it, than the end of the Roman
Republic. Whether my compilations fhould ever
delerve the attention of any one befides myf{elf, muft
remain to be determined after they are farther ad-
vanced. 1 take the liberty to trouble you with the
inclofed for IMr. Smith, whofe uncertain ftay in
London makes me at a lofs how to direct for him.
You have both fuch reafon to be pleafed with the
world jult now, that I hope you are pleafed with
each other.
Iam, with the greatelt refpec,
Dear Sir,
Your moft obedient, and moft humble Servant,
ADAM FERGUSON.

Ne LXXIV.

Epwarp GissoN Efquire to J. Horroyp Efquire.

Lonpon, May goth, 1776.

I AM angry that you fhould impede my noble de-
figns of vifiting foreign parts, more efpecially as I
have an advantage which Sir Wilful bad not, that
of underftanding yourforeignlingos. With regard
to Mrs, Gibbon, her intended vifit, to which 1 was

not
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not totally a firanger, will domehonor; and, though
it Mhould delay my emigration till the end of July,
there will {till remain the months of Auguft, Sep-
tember, and October. Above all, abftain from giv-
ing the leaft hint to any Bath correfpondent, and
pe:‘haps, if 1 am not provoked by oppofition, the
thing may not be abfolutely certain. At all events,
you may depend on a previous vifit. At prefent,
i am very buly with the Neckers. 1 live with
her, juft as I ufed to do twenty years ago, laugh
at her Paris-varnifh, and oblige her to become a
fimple reafonable Suiffeffe. The man who might
read Englifh hufbands’ leflons of proper and dutiful
behaviour, is a fenfible good-natured creature. In
about a fortnight 1 launch again into the world in
the fhape of a guarto volume. Cadell affures me,
that he never remembered fo eager and impatient
a demand for a fecond edition. The town is begin-
ning to break up; the day after to-morrow we have
our laft'day in the Houfe of Commons, to inquireinto
the inftructions of the commiffioners. Ilikethe man,
and the motion appears plain. Adien. Idined with
Lord Palmerftone to.day; great dinner|of catchess
I embrace my Lady and the Maria.

LXXV.

Epwarp Gisson Efguire to J, HoLroyD Efguire.

g
,l, 0 tell you any thing of the change, or rather

changes, of governors, I muft have 'known fome-

thing of them myfelf, but all is darknefs, confufion,
Vor. 11 N
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and uncertainty, to fuch a degree, that people do
not even know what lies to invent. The news from
America have indeed diverted the public attention
into another, and far greater channel.  Al] that you
fee in the papers, of the repulfe at Quebec, as well
as the capture of Lee, refts on the authority (a very
unexceptionable one) of the provincial papers, as
they have been tranfmitted by Governor Tryon
from New York. Howe is well, and eats plentis
fully; and the weather feems to clear up fo faft, that,
according to the Englith cuftom, we have paffed from
thelowelt defpondency toa full affurance of fuccels.
My new birth happened laft Monday; feven hun.
dred of the fifteen hundred were gone yellerday.
I now underfiand, from pretty good authority, that
Dr. * * * * the friend and chaplain of * * * %
is actually fharpening his goofe quill againft the two
laft chapters. Adieu.

June the 6th, 1776, from Almack’s, where I was
chofen laft weck. .

Neo LXXVI.
The Same to the Same.
ALmACK's, June 24th, 1776.

XIF.S, yes, T am alive, and well; but what fall T
fay? Town grows empty, and this houle, where
I have pafled very agreeable hours, is the only place
which (till unites the flower of the Englifh youth. The
ftyle of living, though fomew/hat expenfive, is ex.
scedingly plealant, and, notwithftanding the rage of
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play, I have found more entertaining, and even ra-
tional fociety here, than in any other club to which
I belong. Mis. Gibbon fiill h:m_‘g:e in fulpenfe, and
feems to confider a town-expedition with horror.
Ithink, however, that he will be foon in motion; and
when I have her in Bentinck-fireet, we (hall per-
haps talk ofaShcfﬁcl(.i excurfion. I am now deep.
ly engaged in the reign of Conftantine, and, from
the fpecimens which I have already feen, I can ven-
ture to promife, that the fecond volume will not

be lefs interefting than the firk. The fifteen hun-
dred copies are moving off with decent {peed, and
the obliging Cadell begins to mutter fomething of
a third edition for next year. Nonews of Deyver.
dun, or his French tranflation. Whata lazy dog!
Madame Necker has been gonea great while. I gave
her en partant, the moft folema aflurances of follow-
ing her paws in le(s than two months; butthe voice
of indolence begins to whifper a thoufand difficuls
ties, and unlefs your abfurd policy fhould thorough.
ly provoke me, the Parifian journey may poflibly be
deferred. I'rejoice 1n the progrefs of * * * * to-
wards light. We arein expedtation of American
news, Carleton is made a Knight of the Bath . The
old report of Wathington’s refignation, and quar«
rel with the congrefs, feems to revive. Adieu.

N 2
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Ne LXXVIIL.

Extradt of a Letter from Dr. GEORGE CAMPBELL.
Profeffor at Aberdeen, to Mr. STRAHAN, dated
Aberdeen, June 25, 1776.

T mave lately read over one of your laft winter’s
publications with very great pleafure, and I hope
fome infirucion. My expectations were indeed high
when 1 began it; but, I affure you, the entertain-
ment I received greatly exceeded them. What
made me fall to it with the greater avidity was,
that it had in part a pretty clofe connexion with
a fubject I had occafion to treat fometimes in my
Theological Lectures; to wit, the Rife and Progrefs
of Hierarchy: and you will believe that I was not
the lefs pleafed to difcover in a hiftorian of fo much
learning and penetration, fo greata coincidence with
my own fentiments, in relation to fome obfcure points
in the Chriflian antiquities. I fuppofe I need not
now inform you, that the book I mean is Gibbon’s
Hiftory of the Fall of the Roman Empire; which,
in refpect of the ftyle and manner, as well as the
matter, isa moft malterly performance.

Ne LXXVIII,
Epwarp GiBBON Efquire to J. HoLroyp Efquire,
Saturday, Auguft, 1776.

75’]

\’\ E expect you at five o'clock Tuefday, with.-
out a fore throat. You have ere this heard of the
fhocking accident which takes up the attention of



EDWARD GIBBON Efquire: 181

the town our old acquaintance * * * % x ¥ %
By his own indolence, rather than extravagance,
his circumftances were embarraffed, and he had fre-
quently declared himfelf tired of life. No public
news nor any material expected, till the end of this,
or the beginning of next month, when Howe will
probably have collected his whole force. A tough
bufinefs indeed. You fee by their declaration, that
they have now pafled the Rubicon, and rendered
the work of a treaty infinitely more difficult. You
will perhaps fay, fo much the better; but I do af-
fure you, that the thinking friends of Government
are by no means fanguine. I take the opportunity of
eating turtle with Garrick at Hampton. Adieu.

Ne LXXIX,
The Same to the Same.
Saturday, § paft Lleven, 1776.

For the' prefent T am fo deeply engaged, that you
muft renounce the hafty apparition at Sheffield-place;
butif you fhould be very impatient, I will try (after
the meeting) to run down, between the Friday and
Monday, and bring you the laft editions of things.
At prefent nought but expecation. The attack on me
is begun; an anonymous eighteen-penny pamphlet,
which will get the author more glory in the next
world than in this. The heavy troops, Watfon and
another, are on their march. Adieu.

N 3
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Ne LXXX.

Extradl of aLetter from Mr. WALLACE ¢o Mr. STrRA
HAN, dated Edinburgh, Auguft 30. 1776,

ALAS, for David Hume **! His friends have fuf.
tained a great lofs in his death. He was interred
yelterday, at a place he lately purchafed in the bury-
ing-ground on the Calton,

¢ For who, to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey,
‘¢ This pleafing anxious being €er refign’d,
¢ Left the warm precinéts of the cheerfid day,
% Nor cafl one longing, lingering look behind 2

A monument on the airy elevated cemetery, which,
on account of a magnificent terrace now carried
round the hill, is greatly frequented, will be ex-
tremely confpicuous, and muflt often call his name
to remembrance, It has been remarked, that the
fame day on which Lucretius died, gave birth to Vir-
gil; and amidft their late fevere lofs, philofophy and
literature ‘will probably find themfelves not wholly
difconfolate, on reflecting on the fame year in which
they were deprived of Hume, Gibbon arofe; his
fuperiorin fome refpects. This gentleman’s Hiftory
of the Decline of the Roman Empire appears to me,
in point of compolfition, incomparably the fineft pro-
duction in Englith without any exception. I hard
ly thought the language capable of ;1rriving at his
correctnels, perfpicuity, and firength,
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Epwarp Gisson Efquire to J. HOLROYD Efquire.

1776.

I HOPE you bark and growl at my filence; growl
and bark. This is not a time for correlpondence.
Parliament, vifits, dinners, fuppers, and an hour or
two [tolen with difficulty for the Decline, leave but
very little leifure. 1 fend you the Gazette, and have
fcarcely any thing to add, except that about five
hundred of them have deferted to us, and that the
New York incendiaries were immediately, and very
jultifiably, deftined to the cord. Lord G.G. with
whom I had a long converfation laft night, was
in high fpirits, and hopes to conquer Germany in
America. On the fide of Canada, he only fears
Carleton’s flownefs, but entertains great expecta-
tions that the light troops, and Indians, under
Sir William Johnfon, who are fent from Ofwe-
2o down the Mohawk River to Albany, will oblige
the Provincials to give up the defence of the Lakes,
for fear of being cut off. The report of a foreign
war fubfides. Houfe of commons dull, and op-~
pofition talk of fufpending hoflilities from defpair,
An anonymous pamphlet and Dr. Watfon oat
againft me; (inmy opinion,) the former fecble, and
very illiberal ; the Iatter uncommonly genteel. At
Talt T have had a latter from Deyverdun; wretched
excufes; nothing done; vexations enough. ‘To-
morrow I write to Suard, a very {kilful tranflator
of Paris, who was here in the fpring with the Neck-
ers toget him (ifnot too late ) to undertake it. Adie

N 4
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Ne LXXXII.

Mr. GisBON 20 the Reverend Dr. WaTson ( now
Bifhop of Landaff).

BenTiNck-sTREET, November d, 1776.

M. Gibbon takes the earlielt opportunity of pre-
{enting his compliments and thanks to Dr Watfon,
and of exprefling his fenfe of the liberal treatment
which he has received from fo candid an adverfary.
Mr. Gibbon entirely coincides in opinion with Dr.
Watfon, thatlas their different fentiments, on a very
important period of hiltory, are now fubmitted to
the Public, they both may employ their time in a
manner much more uleful, as well as agreeable, than
they could poflibly do by exhibiting a fingle com-
bat in the amphitheatre of controverfy. IVIr. Gib.
bon is thercfore determined to refift the temptation
of jultifying, in a profeffed reply, any paffages of his
Hiftory, which might perhaps be eafily cleared from
cenlure and mifapprehenfion; but he ftill referves
to himfelf the privilege of inferting in a future edi-
tion fome occafional remarks and explanations of his
meaning. Ifany calls of pleafure or bufinefs hould
bring Dr. Watfon to town, Mr. Gibbon would think
bimfelf happy in being permitted to folicit the ho-
nor of his acquaintance.
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Dr. WATSON 20 }Ur. GIBBON.

CaMBRIDGE,, November 4th, 1776,

DR. Watfon accepts with pleafure IVIr. Gibbon’s
polite invitation to a perfonal acquaintance. If he
comes to town this winter, will certainly do himfelf
the honor to wait upon him. Begs, at the fame time,
to affure MIr. Gibbon, that he willbe very happy to
have an opportunity of fhowing him every civility, if
curiofity , or other motives, fhould bring him to
Cambridge. Dr. Watfon can have fome faintidea of
Mr. Gibbon’sdifficulty in refifting the temptation he
fpeaks of , from bhaving been of late in a fituation
fomewhat fimilar himfelf. It would be very extraor-
dinary, if VIr. Gibbon did not feel a parent’s partiality
for an offspring which has juftly excited the admira-
tion of all who have feenit; and Dr. Watfon would
be thelaft perfon in the world to wifh him to fupprefs
any explanation which might tend to exalt its merits.

Ne LXXXIV.
Epwarp Giseon Efquire to J. HoLrOYD Efquire.
Armack’s, November 7th, 1776,

I.JETTERS from Burgoyne. They embarked on the
Lakes the thirticth September, with eight hundred
Britifh failors, fix thoufand regulars, and a naval
force fuperior to any poffible oppofition : but the
feafon was fo far advanced, that they expected only
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to ogcupy and firengthen Ticonderoga, and after-
wards to return and take up their winter-quarters in
Canada. Yelterday we had a furprife in the Houfe,
from a proclamation of the Howes, which made its
firlt appearance in the Morning Poft, and which
nobody feems to underftand. By this time , my
Lady may fee that I have not much reafon to fear my
antagonifts, Adieu, till next Thur(day.

N LXXXYV.
EpwArp Gisron Efquire to J. HoLroyDp E/fquire.
Friday Evening, November g2d,

NE\VS from the Lakes. A naval combat, in which
the Provincials were repulfed with confiderable Jofs.
Thcy burnt and abandoned Crown Point. Carleton
1s befieging Tlcondcroqa Carleton, Ifay; for heis
there, anditisapprehended that Burf*oync is coming
home. We difmiffed the Nabobs without a divifion.
Burke and the Attorney General fpoke very well,

Adieu,
Ne LXXXVI.
The Same to the Same.
EENTINGK-STREET, ]nm'lryxf'th 17t

Ast prefume , my Lady does not make a pradice
of tumbling down: ftairs every day after dinner, by
this time the colors muft have faded, and the hmh
places (I mean the temples) are reduced to a proper
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Ievel. But what, in the nameofthe great prince, is
the meaning of her declining the Urban expedition ?
Is it the {pontaneous refult of her own proud fpirit ?
or does it proceed from the fecret machinations of
her domeftic tyrant? At all events, I expect you
will both remember your engagement of next Satug.
day in Bentinck-ftreet , with Donna Catherina, the
Mountaineer *’, &c. Things go on very profperoufly
in America. Howe is himfelf in the Jerfeys, and will
pulh at lealt as far as the Delawar River. The conti.
nental (perhaps now the rebel) army isin a great
mealure difperfed, and Wafhington, who wifhes to
cover Philadelphia, has not more than fix or feven
thoufand men with him. Clinton defigns to conquer
Rhode Ifland in his way home. But, what I think
of much greater confequence, a province made its
fubmiflion, and defired to be reinftated in'the peace
of the King. It is indeed only poor little Georgia;
and the application was made to Governor Tonyn
of Florida. Some difguft at a violent ftep of the
Congrefs , who removed the Prefident of their Pro-
vincial Affembly, a leading and popular man, co-
operated with the fear of the Indians, who began to
amufe themfelves with the exercife of fcalping on
their Back Settlements. Town fills, and we are
mighty agreeable. Laft year, on the Queen’s birth-
day , Sir G. Warren had his diamond ftar cut off his
coat; this day the fame accident happened to him.
again, with another ftar worth feven hundred pounds.
He had better compound by the year. Adieu.
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N° LXXXVII.
Epwarp Gisson Efyuire to . Horroyp E[quire.
ArmAcKk’s , \Vcdncﬁl;«y Evening.

I - due obedience to thy dread commands [ write.

But what thall [fay ? My life, though more lively
than yours, isalmoft as uniform. A very little reading
and writing in the morning, bones or guts ““ from
two to four, pleafant dinners from five to eight, and
afterwards clubs, with an occafional affembly, or
fupper. America affords nothing very fatisfactory
though we have many flying reports , you may be
affured that we are ignorant of the confequences of
Trenton, &c.  Charles Fox is now at my elbow,
declaiming on the impoflibility of keeping America ,
fince a victorious army has been unable to maintain
any extent of polts in the fingle province of Jerfey.
Lord North is out of danger (we trembled for his
important exiftence). I now expec that my Lady
and you fhould fix the time for the promifed vifitation
to Bentinck - ftreet. IMarch and April are open,
chufe. Adicn.

N° LXXXVIII.
The Same to the Same.
1777

>
‘i. o U deferve, and we exult in your weather and
difappointments. Why would you bury yourfelf ?
I dined in Downing-ftrect - Thurfday lalt ; and I
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think Wedderburne was at leaft as agreeable a com-
panion as your timber-furveyor could be. Lee is
certainly taken, but Lord North doesnotapprehend
he is coming home. We are not clear whether he
behaved with courage Or pufillanimity when he {ur-
rendered himfelf; but Colonel Keene told me to-day,
that he had feen a letter from Lee fince his confinea
ment., “Heimputes his being taken, to the alertnefs
« of Harcourt, and cowardice of his.own guard;
<« hopes he (hall meet his fate with fortitude ; but
¢« faments that freedom isnot likely to find arelting-
« place in any part of the globe” Itisfaid, he was
to fucceed Wafhington. We know nothing certain
of the Heflians; but there /as been a blow, Adieu.

N° LXXXIX.

The Same to the Same.
Saturday Night, April'zzth, 1794,

-
l o u R difpatch is gone to * * *, and I flatter
amyfelf that by your affiftance 1 {hall be enabled to
" lofe; a thoufand, pounds upon Lenborough before 1
return from Paris. The day of my departure is not
abfolutely fixed; Sunday feven night, the twenty-
feventh inftant, is talked of: But if any India bufi.
nefls (honld come on after the Civil Lift, it will occa-
fion fome delay, otherwile things are in great for-
wardnefs. IVirs. Gibbon is an enemy to the whole
plan; and Lmuft anfwer , in a long letter, two very
ingenious objecions which (he has ftarted 1ft, I ‘hat
I fliall be confined, or putto death by the pricfts;
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and, 2dly, That I [hall fully my moral charader )
by making love to Necker’s wife. Before 1 go'y T'will
confult Newton, abouta power ofattorney for you.
By the bye, I wih you would remember a fort of
promife, and give me one day before I go. We talk
chiefly of the Marquis de la Fayette, who was here
afew weeks ago, Heisabout twenty, with ahundred
and thirty thoufand livres a year; the nephew: of
Noailles , who is ambaffador heré. He has bought
the Duke of Kingfton’s yacht, and is gone to join

the Americans, The Court appear to be angry with
him, Adieu.

o al
INFRCE
Epwarp Gisson Efquire toJ. Hotroyvp Efquire.
Jq e /9
Atwoou’s, Saturday Night, April 19th; 1777,

It is not poflibleas yet to fix the day of my depar-
ture, Thac circomftance depends on the Rate of
India, and will not be determined till the General
Court of next \Vcdncfday. I know from ‘the //(/l H
authority , if the violence of the Proprietors ‘about
the Pigot, can be checked in the India- Houfe by'the
influence of a Government majority, ‘the ififter
does not wifh to exert the omuipotence of Parlia-
ment; and 1 fhall be difmiffed from hence thnt ehough
to fet forwards on Thurfday the firft of May. Oiithe
contrary, fthould we be involved {n thofe perplexing
affairs, they may eafily detain me till the middle of
next month. But asall this is very uncc-rtaig,l I'dited

you and my Lady to appear in toWwj tomorrow
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. feven-night. I have many things to fay. We have
been animated this week, and, notwithftanding the
firi&t ecdnomy recommended by Charles Fox and
John Wilkes, we have paid the Royal debts. Adieu,

N’ XCI.
The Same to the Same.
Monday Night, April 21ft, 1997,

BAD news from Hampfhire. —— Support Hugonin,
comfortme; corrector expel *** *; fell Lenborough,
and remove my temporal cares, When do you arrive ?

o r
N XCII.
The Same to the Same.

‘Wednefday Night, April 23d, 1777,
It isuncertain whether India comes to Weltminfter
this year, and it is certain that Gibbon goes to Paris
next Saturday feven-night. Therefore Holroyd
“muft appear in town the beginning of next weck.
Gibbon wants the cordial of his prefence before the
Journey. IVly Lady mu/l come.

N° XCIII.
The Same to the Same.
DovERr, Tuefday Evening, May 6th, 1577.

MY expedition does not begin very aulpicioufly.
The wind, which for fome days had been fair, paid
me the compliment of changing on my arriyal; and,
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though 1 immediately fecured a velfel, it has been
ampoflible to make the leaft ufe of it during the whole
of this tedious day. It feems doubtful , whether I
fhall get out to-morrow morning; and the Captain
affures me, that the paffage will have the double
advantage of being both cold andrough. Laft night
a fmall privateer, fitted outat Dunkirk , with a com-
miffion from Dr. Franklin, attacked, took, and
has carried into Dunkirk Road, the Harwich Packet.
The King’s meffenger had juft time to throw his dif-
patches over-board. He paffed through this town
about four o’clock this afternoon, in his return to
London, Asthealarm is now given, our American
friend will probably remain quiet, or will be foon
caught ; fo thatlhave notmuch apprehenfion for my
perfonal fafety ; but if fo daring.an outrage is not
followed by punifhment and reftitution, it may be-
comea very ferious bufinefs, and may poffibly (horten
my ftay at Paris.

Adieu. I fhall write by the fict opportunity, cither
from Calais or Philadelphia.

N° XCIV.

Mr. GiBBON to Mr. HOLROYD.

.

Carats, Wednefday, May wth, 1997.

POST nubila Pheebus. A pleafant paflage, an excel-
lenthoufe, agood dinner, with Lord ** ** whom
1found here. Ealy Cuftom-houfe officers, fine wea-
ther, &c. I am detained to-night by the tempta-
tion of a French comedy, in a theatre at the end of
Deffein’s
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Deffein’s garden; but fhall be in motion to-morrow
b P SRS x

carly , and hope to dine at Paris Saturday. Adieu.

I think T am a punctual correfpondent ; but this be.

ginning is too good to laft.
N° XCV.
Dr. WiLLiAM ROBERTSON f0 Mr. GiBBON.
S 1 R CoLLEGE of EDINBURGH , June sth, 1797,

I wave defired Mr. Strahan to take the liberty of
fending you, in my name, acopy of the Hiftory of
America , which I hope you will do me the honor
of accepting, as a teftimony, not only of my refpect,
but of my gratitude, for the inftruction which I have
received from your writings , as well as the credit
yoh have done me, by the moft obliging manner in
which you have mentioned my name. I wifh the
prefent work may not diminifh fentiments fo flat-
tering to me. I have taken much pains to obtain the
approbation of thofe whofe good opinion one ought
to be folicitous to fecure, and I truft thatmy indufiry
at leaflt will be applanded.

An unlucky indifpofition prevented me from exe-
cuting a [cheme which [ had formed , of paffing two
months of laft fpring in London. The honor of being
made known to you, was one of the pleafures with
awhich I had flattered myfelf. But I hope to bemore
fortunate next year; and beg that you will believe
that I am, with great refpect, Sir, your moft obe-
dient, and moft humble fervant.

Vor. 1L O
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Ne XCVL
Mr. Gizeon to Dr. ROEERTSON.,
S I Rs Paris, 1777,

Wf}IEN I ventured to affume the charader of Hijf-
torian, the firflt, the moft natural, butat the fame time
the moft ambitious, with which I entertained, was
to obtain the approbation of Dr. Robertfon and of
Mr. Hume; two names which friend(hip united, and
- which pofterity will never feparate. I(hall not there-
fore attempt to diffemble, though I cannot ealily
exprefs, the pleafure which I received from your
obliging letter, as well as from the intelligence of
your moft valuable prefent. ‘The fatisfaction which
I fhould otherwife have enjoyed, in common with
the public, will now be heightened by a fentiment
of a more perfonal and flatccering nature; and L.
fhall frequently whifper to myfelf, thatl have in fome
mealure deferved the efteem of the writer whom I
admire.

A [hort excurfion which I have made to this place,
during the fummer months, has occafioned fome de-
ly in my receiving your letter, and will prevent
my poflefling, till my return, the copy of your Hif-
tory, which you fo politely defired VMr, Strahan to
fend me.  But I have already gratified the eagernefs
of my impatience; and although 1 was obliged to
return the book much fooner than I could have
wifhed, 1 have feen enough to convince me, that
the prefent publication will {upport, and, if polli-

o]
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ble, will extend the fame of the Author; that the
materi s are colleGted with diligence, and arranged
with fkill; that the firft book contains a learned and
fatrsfactory account of the progrefs of difcovery;
that the achievements, the dangers, and the crimes,
of the Spanifh adventurers are related with a tem-
perate fpirit; and that the moft original, perhaps the
moft curious, portion of the hiftory of human man-
ners is at length refcued from the hands of fophifts
and declaimers.  Lord Stormont, and the few'in this
Capital, who have had an opportunity of perufing
the Hiftory of America, unanimoufly concur in the
fame fentiments.  Your work is already become 2
favorite topic of public converfation; and Mr. Suard
is repeatedly preffed, in my hearing, to fix the time
~when his tranflation will appear.

1 flatter myfelf you will not abandon your defign
of vifiting London next winter; as I alrcady anti=
cipates in my own mind, the advantages which I
Mall derive from fo pleafing and fo honorable a
connexion. In the mean while, I (hould eftcem my«
felf happy, if you could think of any literary coms-
miflion. in the execution of which 1 might be ufe.
ful to you at Paris, where [ propofe to ftay till very
near the meeting of Parliament. Let me for inftance,
fuggelt an inquiry, which cannot be indifferent to
you, and which might perbaps be within my reach.
A few days ago 1 dined with Bagnionlky, the fa-
mous adventurer, who efcaped from his exile at
Kamfchat(ka, and returned into Europe by Japan
and China  His narrative was amufing, though I
know not how far his veracity, in point.of circum-

2
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ftances, may.fafely be trufted to. ' It was his oris
ginal defign to penetrate through the - North Eaft
Paffage; and he actually followed the coaft of Afia
as high as the latitude 67° 357, till his progrefs was
ftopped by the ice, in a Streight between the two
Continents, which was only feven leagues broad.
Thence he defcended along the coaft of America, as
low as Cape Mendocin; but was repulfed by con.
trary winds in his attempts to reach the port of Aca-
pulco. The Journal of his Voyage with his original
Charts, is now at Verfailles,in the Dépot des A4fjaires
Etrangéres ; and if you conceived that it would be
of any ufe to you for a fecond edition, I would try
what might be obtained; though I am not ignorant
of that mean jealoufy which you yourfelf have ex-
perienced, and fo delervedly ftigmatized. Iam, &c.

N¢ XCVII,

Dr.ROBERTSON 0 Mr. GIBEON.
STITRS

I HAD the honor of your obliging Letter, and I fhould
be a very proud man indeed, if I were not vain of
the approbation which you are pleafed to beftow
uponme. Asyou willnow have had an opportunity
to perufe the book, which you had only feen when

ou wrote to me, I indulge myfelf in the hopes,
that the favorable opinion you had formed of et
is not diminifhed. T am much pleafed with your
mentioning my friendfhip with Mr. Hume; I have
always confidered that as one of the moft fortunate

v
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and honorable circum@®ances of my life, . It is a fe-
licity of the.age and country 12 which we live, that
wen of letters ‘can enter into the fame walk of fci-
ence; and go on fuccefsfully, without fecling one
fentiment of. envy -or rivalfhip. In the intercourfe
between Mr, Hume and.me, we always found, fome-
thing to. blame, as well as fomething to commend. I
have received frequently very- valuable criticifms
on my. performances from him ; and I have fome-
times ventured to offer him my firiGures on his works,
Permit me to hope for the fame indulgence from
you. If, in reading the Hiftory of America, any
thing, either in the matter or ftyle, has occurred
to you as reprehenfible, 1 will deem it a moft oblig-
ing favor if you will communicate it frecly to me
1 am certain of . profiting by fuch a communication.

I return you thanks for your frank offer of executing
any literary commiflion for me. I accept of it with-
out ceremony, and am flattered with the idea of re-
receiving fuch aid from your hands. - 1 know no-
thing of Bagnioulki’s Adventures, but what was
publifhed in fome Newfpaper. If one can rely
on his veracity, what he relates muft be very in-
terefting to me. If you had been writing the Hif-
tory of America, the queftion concerning the mode
of peopling it, might not perhaps have occupied your
attention very much. But it was proper for me to
confider it more fully. Bagnioufki (if he may be
credited ) has feen what it may be ufeful for me to
know. I can fee no reafon why the Court of France
fhould be fhy about communicating his Journal, and
the Charts which illuftrate it; poffibly my name

3
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may operate fomewhat towards obtaining a copy
of both; your interpofition, I am' confident, will
doa great deal. It will be very illiberal indeed, if
fuch a communication were refufed. My Lord Stor-
mont (by whofe attention I have been much honor-
ed) would not decline to give his aid, were that
necelfary.  Butifyour court refembles that of Spain,
I am afraid every propofal from an ambaffador is
veceived with fome degree of jealoufy.  Your own
private application will, I apprehend, be mor effec-
tual.  As it is probable that a fecond edition may
£0 to prefs early in the winter, it will add to the fa-
vor, if you can foon inform me concerning the fug.
cefs of your negociation. As this is fomething in
the ftyle of the Corps Diplomatigue, allow we to re-
commend one of its members to you. - M. Fullar-
ton, the new fecretary of the embafly, is a particu-
lar friend of mine. He is a young man of fuch quas
lities both of head and heart, that 1 am fure you
will efteem and love him. Pleafe remember me to
him, T have the honor to be, with great refped,
Your obliged humble fervant,
WILLIAM ROBERTSON.

Ne XCVIIL
Epwarp Gisson Zfguireto]. B. HoLroyp Efguire,

Paris, June 16, 1777,

T Toop told you what would infallibly happen, and
you know enough of the nature of the bealt not
to be furpriled at it. I have now been at Paris ex-
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adly five weeks ; during which time 1 have not writ-
ten to any perfon whatfoever within the Britith do-
minions, except two lines of notification to IMrs.
Gibbon. The dzmon of procraftination has at
length yielded to the genius of friendfhip, affifted
indeed by the powers of fear and hame. But when
1 bave feated myfelf before a table, and begin to
revolve all that I have feen and tafted during this
bufy period, L feel myfelf oppreffed and confound-
ed; and I am very ncar throwing away the pen,
and refigning myfelf to indolent defpair. A com-
plete hiftory would require a volume,lat leaft, as cor-
pulent as the Decline and Fall; and if I attempt
to felet and abridge, befides the difficulty of the
choice, there occur fo many things which cannot
properly be intrufted to paper, and fo many others
of too flight a texture to fupport the journey, that
1 am almoft tempted to referve for our future con.
verfation the detail of my pleafures and occupa-
tions. But as I am fenfible that you are rigid and
impatient, T will try to convey, in a few words,
a general idea of my fituationasa man of the world,
and as a man of letters. You remember that the
Neckers were my principal dependance; and the
reception I have met with from them very far fur.
paffed my moft fanguine expectations. 1donotin-
deed lodge in their houfe, (as it might incite the
jealoufy of the hufband, and procure mea lettre de
cachet, but I live very much with them; and dine
and fup whenever they have company, which is
almoft every day, and whenever I like it, for they
are not in the leaft exigeans. [Mr. Walpole gave
0O 4
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me an introducion to Madame du Deffand, an agree-
able young lady of eighty-two years of age, who
has conftant fuppers, and the belt company in Paris,
When you fee the Duke of Richmond, he will give
vou an account of that houfe, where I meet him al-
molt every evening. - Alk him about Madame de
Cambis. I have met the Duke of Choifeul at his
particular requeft, dined by accident with Franklin,
converfed with ' the Emperor, been  prefented at
court, and- gradually, or rather rapidly, I find my
acquaintance fpreading over the moft valuable parts
of Paris.  They pretend to like me, and whatever
you may think of French profeffions, I am con-
vinced that fome atleaft are fincere. On the other
hand, I feel myfelf caly and happy in their com-
pany, and only regret that I did not come over two
aor three months fooner. . Though Paris through-
out the fummer promifes me a very agreeable {ocie~
ty, yet I am hurt every day by the departure of
men and women whom 1 begin to know with fome
familiarity, the departure of officers for their govern-
ments and garrifons, of bifhops for their diocefes,
and even of country-gentlemen for their eftates, as
arural talte gains ground in this country. So.much
for the general idea of my acquaintance; details
wonld be endlefs; yet unfatisfactory. You may add,
to the pleafures of fociety thofe of the fpectacles
and ‘promenades, and you will find that I lead a
very agreeable life; let me jult condefcend to ob-
ferve, thatitis not extravagant.. After decking my-
felf out with filks and filver, the ordinary eftablifh-
ment of coach, lodging, fervants, eating, and pocket
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expenfes, does not exceed fixty pounds per-month.
Yet 1 have two footmen in handfome liveries be-
hind my coach, and my appartment is hung with
damafk. = Adien for the prefent: I have more to
fay, but were I to attempt any further progrefs, you
mult wait another poft; and you have already waited
long enough, of all confcience.

Let me jultin two words give you an idea of
my day. I am now going (nine oclock) to the
King’s library,’ where I fhall ftay till twelve; asfoon
as I am dreffed, Ifet out to dine with the Duke de
Nivernois; (hall go from thence to the French.come-
dy,into the Princefs de Beauveau’s loge grillée, and
cannot quite determine whether I fhall fup at Ma-
dame du Deffand’s, Madame Necker’s or the Sardi-
nian. Ambaffadrefs’s. Once more Adieu.

I embrace my Lady and Bambini. 1 fhall with
cheerfulnefs execute any of her commiffions.

N> XCIX.

EpwWARD GIBBON Lfquire to J. HOLROYD Lfquire.

Paris, Augult 13, 1777.

v

ec £LL, and who is.the culprit now ? — Thus far
had I written in the, pride of my heart, and fully de-
termined to infli& an epiftle upon you, even before
1 received any anfwer tomy former; I was very near
abull. Butthis forward half line lay ten days barren
and inacive, till its generative powers were excited
by the miffive which I received yefterday, What a
wretched piece of work do we feem to be making of it
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in America? The greateft force which any Euro-
pean power ever ventured to tranfport into that con-
tinent, is not ftrong enough to attack the enemy ;
the naval ftrength of great Britain is not fufficient
to prevent the Americans (they have almoft loft the
appellation of Rebels) from receiving every affift.
ance that they wanted; and in the mean time you
are obliged to call out the militia to defend your
own coafts againft their privateers. You pofiibly
may expect from me fome account of the defigns and
policy of the French court, but I chufe to decline
that talk for two reafons: 1}, Becaufe you may find
them laid open in every newfpaper; and 2dly, Be-
caufeI'live too much with their courtiers and minif-
ters to know any thing about them. I fhall only fay,
that 1 am not under any immediate apprehenfions of
a war with France. It is much more pleafant as well
as profitable to view in fafety the raging of the tem-
pelt, occafionally to pick up fome pieces of the
wreck, and to improve their trade, their agriculture,
and their finances, while the two countries are lento
collifa duello. Far from taking any ftep to put a
fpeedy end to this aftonifhing difpute, I thould not
be furprifed if next fummer they were to lend their
cordial affiftance to England, as to the weaker party.
As to my perfonal engagement with the D. of R. I
recolle® a few flight (kirmifbes, but nothing that de.
ferves the name of a general engagement, The ex.-
travagance of fome difputants, both French and Eng-
lith, who have efpoufled the caufe of America, fome-
times in{pires me with an extraordinary vigor. Upon
the whole, I find it much ecafier to defend the jufs

-
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tice than the policy of our meafures; but there are
certain cafes, where whatever 1s repugnant to found
policy ceales to be juft.

The more I fee of Paris themore I likeit. The re.
gular courfe of the fociety in which L'live is eafy,
polite, and ex]tertaillil'{g; ﬂ'?'l almolt A day is
marked by the acquifition of fome new acquaintance,
who is worth cultivating, or who, at leaft, is worth
remembering. To the greatadmiration of the French,
I regularly dine and regularly fup, diink a difh of
firong coffee after each meal, and find my {tomach
a citizen of the world. - The fpectacles ( particularly
the Italian, and above all the French Comedies,)
which are open the whole fummer, afford me an
agreeable relaxation from company; and to (how
you that T frequent them from tafte, and not from
idlenefs, I have not yet feen the Colifée, the Vaux-
hall, the Boulvards, or any of thofe places of en.
tertainment which conftitute Paris to moft of our
countrymen. Occafional trips to dine or fup in fome
of the thoufand country-houfes which are fcattered
round the environs of Paris, ferve to vary the fcene,

In the mean while the fummer infenfibly glides
away, and the fatal month of October approaches,
when I muft change the Houfe of Madame Necker
for the Houfe of Commons. I regret that 1 could
not chule the winter, inftead of the fummer, for
this exxcurfion: I fhould have found many valuable
perlons, and fhould have preferved others whom I
have loft as 1 began to know them. - The Duke de
Choifeul, who deferves attention both for himfelf,
and for keeping the bell houfe in Paris, paffes even
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months of the yearin Touraine : and though I have
been tempted, 1 confider with horror a journey of
fixty leagues into the country. - The Princefs of
Beauveau, who is a moft fuperior woman, has been
abfent above fix weeks, and does not return till the
24th of this month. A large body of recruits will
be affembled by the Fontainbleau journey; but in
order to have a thorough knowledge of this fplen.
did country, L ought to flay till the month of Janua,
ry; and if I could be fure that Oppofition would
be as tranquil as they were laft, year— 1 think your
life has been as animated, or, at leaft, as tumul-
tuous, and lenvy you Lady Payne, &c. much more
than either the Primate, or the chief-Jultice. Let
not the generous breaft of my Lady be torn by the
black ferpent of envy., She ftill poffeffes the firlt
place in the fentiments of her{lave; but the adven-
ture of the fan was a mere accident, owing to Lord
Carmarthen. Adien. I think you may be fatisfied.
I fay nothing of my terreftrial affairs.

N G

Epwarp GissoN Efquire to J. HoLroyp Efguire,

BENTINCK-STREET, Saturday November, 1777.

HAD you four horns as well as four eyes and
four hands, I fhould fill maintain that you are
the moft unrealonable montfter in the creation. My
pain is lively, my weaknefs exceffive, the feafon cold,
and only twelve days remain to the meeting. Far
from thinking of trips into the country, 1 fhallbe

P
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well fatisGed if T am on my legs the aoth, in the
medical fenfe of the word. At prefent [ ama corpfe,
carried about by four arms which do not belong to
me. Yet Ltry to fmile: I falute th‘c hen and chick-
ens. Adieu. Writing is really painful.

Ne. CL

The Same to the Same.

Friday, November 14th, 1777.

I vo not like this diforder on your eyes: and when
I confider your temperance and acivity, I cannot un-
derfland why any fpring of the machine fhould ever
be deranged. With regard to myfelf, the gout has
behaved in a very honorable manner; afier a com-

plete conquelt, and after making me feel his power,

for fome days, the generous enemy has difdained
to abufe his victory, or to torment any longer an
unrefifting vi¢tin.  He has already cealed to tor-
ture the lower extremities of your humble fervant;
the fwelling is fo amazingly diminifhed, that they
are no longer above twice their ordinary fize. Yef-
terday I moved about the room with the laborious
majelty of crutches; to-day lhave exchanged them
for a ftick; and by the beginning of next week, I
hope, with due precaution, to take the air, and to
inure myfelf for the interelting reprefentation of
Thurfday. How curfedly unlucky, I wanted to
fee you both: a thoufand things to fay and to hear,
and every thing of that kind broken to pieces, If
you are not able to come to Bentinck ftreet, I muft
contrive to fteal three or four vacant days during
th; feflion, and run down to Sheffield. The town

<
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fills, and I begin to have numerous levies, and cou-
chees; more particularly the latter. We are il in ex-
pectation, but in the mean while we believe (I mean
minifters ), that the news of Howe’s victory and the
taking of Philadelphia are true. Adicu.

Ne CII.

The Same to the Same.

December 2d, 17717,

B ¥ theinclofed you will fee that America is not yet
conquered. Oppofition are very lively; and though
in the Houfe we keep our numbers, there feems to
be an univerfal defire of peace, even on the moft
humble conditions. Are you {till fierce ?

Ne CIIL

The Same to the Same.

Monday Night, December, 1777,

I CONGRATULATE your noble firmoefs, asT fuppofe
it muft arife from the knowledge of fome hidden
refources, which will enable us to open the next
campaign with new armies of fifty or fixty thoufand
men. But I belicve you will find yourfelf obliged to
carry on this glorious war almo(t alone. It would be
idle to difpute any more about politics, as we [hall fo
foon have an opportunity ofa perfonal combat, Your
journey gives me fome hopes that you have not en-
tircly loft your reafon, Your bed (hallbe ready.

-
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Ne CIV.

Epwarp Gisson £fjuireto]. A. HoLrovp Efquire.
Houss or CommOns, Thurfday, Dec, 4, 1977,

DREADFUL news indeed! You will fee them partly
in the papers, and we have not yet any particulars,
An Englifh army of nearly ten thoufand men laid
down their arms, and furrendered prifoners of war,
on condition of being fent to England, and of never
ferving againft America. They had fought bravely,
and were three days without eating. Bourgoyne is
faid to bave received three wounds., General Frafer,
with two thoufand men, killed. Colonel Ackland
likewife killed. A general cry for peace. Adieu. We
have conftant Jate days.

Ne CV.
The Same to the Same.
February 28, 1778.
X k%KX * % % As to politics, we fhould eafily
fill pages, and therefore had better be filent. You are

miftakenin fuppofing that the bills are oppofed ; fome
particular objections have been ftated, and in.the only

divifion I voted with government.
No'CVIL
The Same to the Same.

February 23d, ry48.

/g
-1 OU do not readily believe in.praternatural milcar.
riages of letters; nor. I neither. Lilten, however, to
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a plain and honeft narrative: This. morning aftet
breakfaft, as:1 was rominating on your filence, Tho-
mas, my new footman, with confufion in his looks
and ftammering on his tongue, produced a letter rea-
- fonably foiled, which lie was to have brought me
the day of his arrival, and which had lain forgotten
from that time in his pocket.. To (horten as much as
poflible the continuange, I immediately inquired,
whether any method of conveyance could be devifed
more expeditious than the poft, and was fortunately
informed of your coachman’s intentions. Y ou pro-
bably know the heads of the plan; an Act of Parha-
ment to declare, that we never 4ad any intention of
taxing America: another A&, to empower the
Crown toname Commiflioners, authorized tofufpend
hoftilities by fea and land, as well as all obnoxious
Ads; and, in fhort, to grant every thing, except n-
dependence. Oppofition, afterexprefling their doubts
whether the lance of Achilles could cure the wound
which it had inflicted, could not refufe their affent to
the principles of conduct which they themfelves had
always recommended. Yet you muft acknowledge,
that in a bufinefs of this magnitude there may arife
feveralimportant queftions, which, without a {pirit
of fa&tion, will deferve to be debated: whether Par«
liament ought not to name the Commiffioners?
whether it would not be better to repeal the obnoxi-
ous Ad&s ourfelves? I do not find that the world;
that is, a few people whom I happen to converfe
with ; are much inclined to praife Lord N.’s duilicy
of temper. In the fervice of next Friday you will,
however, take notice of the injunction given by the
Liturgy :
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Liturgy : “And all the.People fhall fay after the Mi-
“ nifter, Turn us again, O Lord, and fo fhall we be
< turoed.” While we confider whether we (hall ne-
gociate, I fear the French bave been more diligent.
1cis pofitively alferted, both in private and in Parlia-
ment, and not contradi¢ted by the Minifters, that on
the fifth of this:month a Treaty of Commerce (which
natarally leads to a war) was figned at Paris with the
independent States of America. Yet there ftill remains
ahope that England may obtain the preference. The
two greateft countries in Europe are fairly running a
race for the favor of America. Adieu.

NO CLII. A

1
Epwarp GiBBoN Zfguire to J. B. HoLroYD Zjfguire.
ALMACK’s, Saturday Night, March 21, 1778.

A s bufinefs thickens, and you may expect me to
write fometimes, 1 (halllay down onerule; totally to
avoid political argument, conjecture, lamentation,
declamation, &c. which would fill pages, not to fay
volumes; and to confine myfelf to thort, authentic
pieces of intelligence, for which I'may be able to
afford moments and lines. Hear then—The French
Ambaffador went off yefterday morning, not without
fome flight expreflions of ill-humor from John Bull.
Lord Stormont is probably arrived to.day. No imme-
diate declaration, except onour fide. A report (but
vague) of an action in the Bay, between La Motte
Piquet and Digby; the former hasfive fhipsand three
frigates, with three large flore-[hips under convoy;

Vo 1L P
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the latter has eleven fhips of the line. If the French-

man fhould fail to the mouth ofthe Delawar, he may

poflibly be followed and fhut up. When Franklin

was received at Verfailles, Deane went in the fame

character to Vienna, and Arthur Lee to Madrid.

Notwithftanding the reports of an action in Silefia,
they fubfide; and I have feen a letter from Eliot at
Berlin of the tenth inftant, without any mention of
actual hoftilities, and even fpeaking of the impending

war as not abfolutely inevitable. Laft Tuefday the
firft payment of the loan of fix hundred thoufand

pounds was certainly made; and as it would otherwife
be forfeited, itisa fecurity for the remainder. I have

not'yet got the intelligence you want about former

prices of ftock in critical times. Thereare furely fuch.

Dizi, Vale. Send me fome gdod news from Bucks;

in fpite ofthe war, I muft fell. We wantyouin town.

Simon Frafer isimpatient: but if you come without

my Lady, every door will be (hut.

Ne CVIIL
The Same to the Same,

ALMAcK’s, Friday, June 12th, 1449.

X X ¥ ¥sLetter gave me that fort of fatisfaction
which one may receive from a good phyfician, who,
after a careful examination, pronounces your cafe in-
curable. But no more of that. I takeup the pen, as
1 fuppofe by this time you beginto fwear at my fi- .
Jence. Yetliterally (a bull) T have not a word to fay.
Since D’Eftaing’s flcet has pafled through the Gut (I
leave you to guefs where it muft have got out) it has
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been totally forgotten, and the moft wonderful le-
thargy and oblivion, of war and peace, of Europe and
of America, feems to prevail. Lord Chatham’s funeral
* was meanly ‘attended, and Government ingenioufly
contrived to fecure the double odium of fuffering the
thing' t6 be done, and of doing it with an ill grace.
Their chief converfation at Almack’s is about tents,
drill-ferjeants, fubdivifions, firings, &c. and I am re-
vered as aveteran. Adieu. 'Whendo youreturn? If
it fuits your evolutions, aunt Kitty and myfelf medi-
tatea Sullex journey next week. I embrace my Lady.

N* CIX,
Epwarp GisBon Efguire to J. B. HoLroyp Efyuire.
Wednefday Evening, July xft, 1778,

YOUR plan of operations is clear and diftinét; yet,
notwithftanding your zeal, and the ideas of ducal
difcipline, I think you will be more and longer at
Shefficld-Place than you imagine. However, I am
difpofed to advance my journey as much as poffible.
I want to fee you ; my martial ardor makes me look
to Coxheath, neceflity obliges me to think of Be-
riton, and I feel fomething of a very new inclination
to tafte the fweets of the country. Aunt Kitty fhares
the fame fentiments; but various obftacles will not
allow us to be with you before Saturday, or perhaps
Sunday evening; I fay evening, as we mean to take
the cool partofthe day, and fhall probably arrive after
.fup[v)cr. Keppel’s return has occafioned infinite and
inexprefiible confternation, which gradually changes
into difcontent againft him, He is ordered out again
i




212 LETTERS TO AND FROM

with three or four large fhips; two of ninety, two of
feventy four, and the fiftieth regiment, as marines. In
the mean time the French, with a fuperior fleet, are
mafters of the fea; and our outward bound Haft and
Weft India trade is in the moft imminent danger.
Adieu.

N- CX.
The Same to the Same.
BENTINCK-STREET, July yth, 1948.

EXPECT me——when you fee me; and do not re-
gulate your active motions by my uncertainty. Sa-
turday is impoflible. The moft probable days are,
Tuefday or Friday. Ilivenotunpleafantly, inaround
of minifterial dinners; but I am ratherimpatient to fee
my white houfe at Brighton. I'cannot find that Shef-
field has the fame attracions for you “’. Lord North,
as amark of his gratitude, obferved the other day,
that your regiment would make a very good figure
in North Carolina. Adien. I wrote two lines to
Mitchel, left he fhould think me dead.

Ne CXI.
The Same 'to the Same.
Saturday Night, September 25th, 1778,

NO news from the fleets ; we are fo tired of waiting,
that our impatience feems gradually to fubfide inroa
carelefs and fupine indifference. We fometimes yawn,
and alk, juft by way of converfation, Whether Spain
~will join? Lbelieve you may depend on the truth,
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not the fincerity, of an anfwer from their Court, that
they will not fupport or acknowledge the indepen-
dence of the Americans. But, on .the other hand, ma-
gazines are forming, troops marching, i_n aftyle which
manifeltly threatens Gibraltar. Gib is, however, a
hard morfel ; five thoufand effectives, and every ar.
ticle of defence in the moft complete flate. We are
certainly courting Rullia. So much for the Republic.
Adieu.

NZCXTI,
The Same to the Same.

Tuefday, Night November, 1778.

Y ou fometimes complain thatIdo notfend youearly
news; but you will now be fatisfied with receiving a
full and true account ofall the parliamentary tranfac-
tions of next T hurfday. In town we think it an excel-
lent piece of humor ** (the author is Tickell). Burke
and C. Fox are pleafed with their own fpeeches, but
ferious patriots groan that fuch things fhould be tur-
ned to farce, We feem to have a chance of an addi-
tional Dutch war: you may depend upon its being a
very important bufiocfs, from which we cannot ex-
tricate ourfelves without either lofs or fhame. Vale.

N° CXIIL
Epwarp Gizsox ZLfguire to J. B. HoLrovp Efuire.
Armacr’s, Wedneflday evening, 1778
I DeLAYED writing, not fo much throubgh indolence,

as becaufe I expected every poft to hear from you.

B3




214 LETTERS TO AND FROM

The ftate of Beriton is uncertain, incomprehenfible;
tremendous. It would be endlefs to fend you the folios
of Hugonin, but I have inclofed you one of his moft
picturefque epiftles, on which you may meditate,
Few offers ; one, promifing enough, came from agena
tleman at Camberwell. Idetected him, with mafterly
{kill and diligence, to be only an attorney’s Clerk,
without money, credit, or experience, I{have written
as yetin vain to Sir John Shelley, about Hearlay ; per-
haps you might getintelligence. I much fear that the
Beriton expedition is neceffary ; butit has occurred
to me, thatif I met, inftead of accompanying you, it
would fave me a journey of above one hundred miles.
That reflection-led to another of a very impudent na-
ture; viz. thatif [ didnotaccompany you, [ certainly
could be of no ufe to you or myfelf on the fpot; that
I had much rather, while you examined the premifes,
pafs the time in a horfe-pond; and that I had fill
vather pafs it in my library with the Decline and Fall.
But that would be an effort of friend(hip worthy of
Thefeus or Perithous : modern times would hardly
credit, much lefs imitate, fuch exalted virtue. No
news from America; yetthere are people, large ones
too, who talk ofconqueringit next fummer with the
help of twenty thoufand Ruffians. I fancy you are
better fatisfied with private than public war. The
Lifbon packet in coming home met above forty of our
privateers, Adieu. I hardly know whether I diregt
vight to you, but I think Sheffield-Place the fureft,




EDWARD GIBBON Efquire. 215

Ne CXIV.
Dr. WATSON (now Bifhop of Llandaff) to Mr. G1sBON.
SIR, CAMBRIDGE, January 14th, 1779.

I'r will give me the greateft pleafure to have an op-
portunity of becoming better acquainted with Mr,
Gibbon. I beg he would accept my fincere thanks .
for the too favorable manner in which he has fpoken
of a performance, which derives its chief merit from
the elegance and importance of the work it attempts
to oppofe. I have no hope of a future exiftance, ex-
cept that which is grounded on the truth of Chriftia-
nity. I wifh not to be deprived of this hope; butI
fhould be an apoftate from the mild principle of the
religion I profefs, if I could be acuated with the leaflt
animofity againft thofe who do not think with me
upon this, of all others, the moft important fubject.
1 beg your pardon for this declaration of my belief;
but my temper is naturally open, and it ought affured-
Iy to be without difguife to a man whom I wifh no
longer to look upon as an antagonift, but as a friend.
1 have the honor to be, with every fentiment of re-

fped, your obliged fervant,
R® WATSON.

N°* CXV.

EpwArD Gisnox £fg. to J. B. Horrovp Efy.
February 6th, 1979

YOU are quiet and peaceable, and do not bark, as
ufual, at my filence. To reward you, I would fend

you fome news; but we are afleep; no foreign intel-
P4
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ligence, except the capture of a frigate; no certain
account from the Weft Indies, and a diflolution of
Parliament, which feems to have taken place fince
Chriftmas. In the papers you will fee negociations,
changes of departments, &c. and I have fome reafon
to believe, that thofe reports are not entirely with-
out foundation. Portfmouth isnolongeranobjeé of
fpeculation; the whole fiream of all men, and all par-
ties, runs one way. Sir Hugh 1s difgraced, rui-
ned, &c. &c.; and as an old wound has broken out
again, they fay he muft have his leg cut off as foon as
he has time. Inanight ortwo we {hall be ina blaze of
illumination, from the zeal of naval heroes, land pa-
triots, and tallow.chandlers; the laft are not the leaft
fincere. I want to hear fome details of your military
and familiar proceedings. By your filence I fuppofe
youadmire Davis, and diflike my pamphlet ; yet{uch
1s the public folly, that we have a fecond edition in
the prefs: the fafhionable ftyle of the clergy, isto fay
they have not read it. 1fIVlaria does not take care, I
fhall write a much fharper invedive againft her, for
not anfwering my diabolical book. My Lady carried
it down, with a folemn promife that I fhould receive
an unaffifled French letter. Yet I embrace the little
animal, as well as my Lady, and the Spes alicra Roma,
Adieu.

There is a buz about a peace, and Spanifh medi-
ation.
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Ne CXVIL

Dr. WiLLiaAM ROBERTSON 70 Mr. GIBRON,
DEAR SIR, CoLLEGE of EDINGBURGH, March 10, 1749.

I suouLD have long fince returned you thanks for
the pamphlet you took the trouble of fending to me.
1 hopeyou are not one of thofe who eftimate kindnefs
by pun&mlity in correfpondence. I read your little
performance with much eagernefs, and fome folici-
tude. The latter foon ceafed. The tone you take
with your adverfary in this impar congreffus appears
to me perfectly proper; and, though I watched you
with fome attention, I have not obferved any ex-
preflion which I (hould, on your own account, wifl
to be altered. Davis’s book never reached us here-
Our diftance from the Capital operates fomewhat
iike time. Nothing but what has intrinfic value
comesdowntous. We hear fametimes of the worth-
lefs and vile things that float fora day on the ftream,
but we feldom fee them. Iam fatisfied, however, that
it was neceflary for you to animadvert on a man who
had brought accufations againft you, which no
gentleman can allow to be made without notice. I
am perfuaded, that the perfons who inftigated the
man to fuch anilliberal attack, will now be a athamed
of him. Atthe fame time Iapplaud your refolution,
ofnotdegrading yourfelf, by afecond confli&t, with
fuch antagonilts.

I am afhamed to tell you , how little I have done
fince I had the pleafure of fecing you.  1havebeen
prevented, partly by ill health, partly by caufes
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which I fhall explain when we meet: I hope that
may benext fpring. Believe me to be with great truth,

Your affectionate and faithful humble fervant,
WILLIAM ROBERTSON;

N° CXVIIL

EpwARD GIBRON Efguire toJ. B, HOLROYD Efguire,
May 7ih, 1779.

B v fome of the ftrangeft accidents, (Lord G, G.’s
indifcretion, Rigby’sboldnefs, &c.) whichit would
require ten pages to explain, our wife refolution of
Jaft Thurlday is changed, and Lord Cornwallis will
be examined ; Sir William Howe’s inquiry will pro-
ceed, and we fhall be oppreffed by the load of infors
mation. Youhave heard of the Jerfey invafion ; every
hody praifes Arbuthnot’s decided fpirit.4 Conway
went laft night to throw himfelf into the ifland.

N¢ CXVIIL

The Same to the Same.

May, 1779.

_A.LAS ! alas! fourteen fhips of the line: you under-
ftand by this, that you have not gota fingle long-boat.
Miniftry are more creft-fallen than I ever knew them,
with the laft intelligence ; and I am forry to fay, thatI
fce a fmile of triumph on fome oppofition faces.
Though thebufinefs of the Weft Indies may {till pro-
duce fomething, 1 am much afraid that we fhall have
a campaign of immenle expenfe,and little or no action.
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The moft bufy fcene is at prefent in the Houfe of
Commons ; and we fhall be involved, duringa great
part of next month, in tedious, fruitlefs, but, in my’
opinion, properinquiries. You fee how difficultit
would be for me to vifit Brighton; and Ifancy Imuft
content myfelf with receiving you on your paffage
to Ireland. Indeed, T much want to havea very ferious
converfation with you. Another reafon, which muft
in a great meafure pin meio Bentinck-fireet, is the
Decline and Fall. I have refolved to bring out the
fJuite in the courfe of next year; and, though I
have been tolerably diligent, fo much remains to
be done, that I can hardly fpare a fingly day
from the fhop. I can guefs but one reafon which
fhould prevent you from fuppofing that the piture
in Leicefter Fields was intended for the Sheffield
library ; viz. my having told you fome time ago
that I was under aformal engagement to Mr. Wal-
pole . Probably I fhould not have been in any
great hurry to execute my promife, if Mr. Cadell
had not firennoufly urged the curiofity of the
Public, who may be willing to repay the exorbitant
price of fifty guineas. Itisnow finifhed, and my friends
{ay, that, in every fenfe of the word, it is a good head.
Next week it will be given to Hall the engraver,
and I promife you a firlt impreffion, Adicu. Iem.
brace my Lady, and infants.

N° CXIX,

The Same to the Same.

\A ] \ 1779.
HEN do you come to town ? You gave me
hopes of a vifit, and I wantto talk oyer thingsin ge.
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neral with you, before you march to the extremi.
ties of the Welt, where the fun goes to fleep in
the fea. Mrs. Trevor told me, your deltination
was Fxeter ”°; and I fuppofe nothing but truth
can proceed from a pretty mouth. — 1 have been
and am ftill very diligent ; and, though itis ahuge
beaft, (the Roman Empire,) yet, if L am not miftaken,
I fee it move a little.—Youfeem furprifed that I was
able to get off Bath: very eafily , the extreme fhort-
nels of our holidays was a fair excufe 5 her recovery
of health, fpirits, &c. madeitlefs neceffary, and fhe
accepted my apology , which was however accom-
panied with an offer, if e chofe it, in the pretticlt
manper poffible. A lond of buﬁmf» in this Houfe,
{I write from it,) will be the amufement of the fpring
motions, inquiries, taxes, &c. &c. We are now en-
gaged in Lord Pigott’s affair, brought on by a mo-
tion from the Admiral , that the Attorney General
{hould profecute Mr. Stratton and Council ; all the
Malfters, Charles, Burke, Wedderburne , are of
the fame fide, for it; Lord North feems to make a
feeble ftand, for the pleafure of beingin a minority.
Theday is hotand dull; will belong : fome curious
evidence; one man who refufed threeJacks of rupees,
(thirty-feven thoufand five hundred pounds, ) merely
not to go to council; our mouths watered at fuch
royal corruption; how pitiful is-ourinfular bribery !
A letter from aunt Hefter, Adicu.
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NP EXEXY

Eowarp Gisson Zfguiretol. B.Horrovp, Efyuire.
July 2, 1999,

THE inclofed will inform you of an event”*, nog
the moft difagreeable of thofe which I have lately ex-
perienced. I have only to add, thatitwas effected
by. the firm and fincere friendfhip of the Attorney
General. So many incidents have happcncd , that I
hardly know how to talk of news.. You will learn
that the Lords have ftrangely caftrated the new Mili-
tia Bill. The Ferrol {quadron, eight or nine fhips, '
havejoined the French. 'The numbers ftand on our
fide thirty-two, on theirs thirty-feven; butour force
is at leaft equal, and the general confternation much
difpelled. If you do not Hibernize, you might at
leaft Bentinckize.© I embrace, &c. Parliament will
be prorogued to morrow.

Ne CXXI.
EpwArDp GiBrON Ffguire to Mrs. Gignon, Bath

DEAR MADAM, BENTINCK-STREET, Sept. 17th, 1799,

I aM well and happy; two words which you will
accept as the fubftance of a very longletter; and even
as a fufficient excufe for a very long filence. Yetl
really do intend to bebave better ; and to prevent
the abominable confequence of hours and days and
pofts ftealing away, till the fum total amountstoa
formidable account, 1have a greatmind to enter into
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an agreement, of fending youregularly every month,
a miniature picture of my adual {tate and condition on
the firlt day of the aforefaid month.

Tam glad to hear of the very beneficial effects you
have derived from your recent friendfhip with the
goats”* ; and as I cannot difcover in what refpect
this poor country is more profperous or fecure than
it was laft year, I mult confider your prefent confi-
dence as a proof that you view the profpect through
a purer medium, and a glafs of a more cheerful color.
1 find myfelf fo much more fufceptible of private
friendflip than of public {pirit, that Iam very well
fatisfied with that conclufion. My fummer has been
pafled in the town and neighbourhood, which I ftill
maintain to be the beft fociety and the beft retire-
ment; the latter, however, has been fometimes in-
terrupted by the Colonel of Dragoons”* with a train
of ferjeants,, trumpets, recruits, &c. &c. My own
time is much and agreeably employed inthe profecu-
tion of my bufinefs. After doing much more than [ex-
pected to have done within the time, I find myfelf
much lefs advanced than Lexpected : yet I begin to
reckon, and as well asIcancalculate,I believe, that in
twelve or fourteen months1 fhall be brought to.bed,
perhaps of twins; may they live, and prove as healthy
as their eldefl brother. With regard to the little found.
ling which fo many friends or enemies chofe to lay at -
my door, Iam perfectly innocent, even of the know-
ledge of that producion; and all the faults or merits
of the Hiftory of Oppofition mult, as [ am informe 1,
be imputed to [VIacpherfon, the author or tranflator
of Fingal. Dear Madam, moft truly yours.
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N°¢ CXXII.

EpwARD GiBBoN #fquireto Colonel HoLroyn
at Coventry.

AU8 ]

LonpoN , Monday, February yth, 1780,

VVHEN the Attorney Generalinformed me of the
exprefshe bad jult fentdown to Coventry, 1had not
the leaft doubt of your embracing the bolder refolu-
tion. Youareindeed obliged to him for his real friend.-
thip, which he feels and exprefles warmly; on this
occafion Lhope it will be fuccefsful, and thatin a few
days youjwill find yourfelf among us at St. Stephen’s
in the heatof the battle. But you know thatIama
daltardly, pufillanimous fpiri¢, more inclined to
fear than tohope, and not very eager in the purfuit of
expenfive vanity. On this vacancy the celerity of your
motions may probably prevent oppofition; butat
the general election your enemy the corporation will
not be afleep, and I wifh, if it be not too late, to
warn you againft any promifes or engagements
which may terminate in a defeat, or at lealt a con=
teflt of ten thoufand pounds. Adieu. I could believe
(without feeing it under her paw) that my Lady
wilhes to leave Coventry. No news! foreign or
domeflic. Ididnotforget to mention the companies,
but find people, asIexpected, torpid. Burke makes
his motion Friday ; but I think the rumorsof a civil
war fubfide every day: petitionsare thought lefs for-
midable; and I hear your Sufféx pxotd‘c gathers
fignaturesin the country,
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N°* CXXIIL
EnwArDp GissoN Efguire to Mrs. GinBoN, Bath.
DEAR MADAM, BENTINCK-STREET, March Ioth, 1780.

V if HENyou awakened me with your pen,it was my
intention to have fhown fome figns of life by the next
poft. But fo ancertain are all human affairs, that I
found myfelf arrefted by a mighty unrelenting tyrant,
called the gout; and though my feet were the part
on which he chofe to exercife his cruelty, he left me
neither ftrength nor fpirits to ufe my hand in relating
the melancholy tale. At prefent, Ihave the pleafure
of informing you, that the fever and inflammation
have fubfided: but the abfolute weaknefs and mon-
ftrous fwelling of my two feet confine me tomy chair
and flannels; and this confinement moft unluckily
happens at a very niceand important moment of par-
liamentary affairs. Col. H. purfues thofe affairs with
cager and perfevering zeal ; and has the pleafure of
undertaking more bufinefs than any three men could
poffibly execute. Heis much obliged to you for your
kind congratulation. Vrs. Eliotis in town; but I am
quite ignorant (not more fo than they are themfelves)
of their intentions. I will write again very foon. I
am, dear Madam , molt truly youis.

N° CXXIV.
) The Same to the Same.,
DEAR MADAM, ; June 6th, 1780-

-

,As the old ftory of religion has raifed moft formi-
dable tamults in this town, and as they will of courle
{feem
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feen much more formidable at the diftance of a hun-
dred miles, you may not be forry to hear that I am
perfe@ly fafe and well: my known attachment to the
Proteftant religion has moft probably faved me. Viea-
fures, and effectual meafures, are taken to fupprefs
thofe diforders , and every ftreetis filled with horfe
and foot. Mrs. Holroyd went out of town yefterday
morning; the Colonel remains, and fhows his ufual
fpirit. 1am fincerely yotrs,

N° CXXV.
EpwarD GinnoN Efquire to Mrs. Gignox, Bath,
DEAR MADAM, LonpoN, June gth 1780s

A's 2 Member of Parliament, Icannot be expofed to
any danger, fince the Houfe of Commons has adjourn-
ed to Monday fe’'nnight; asan individual, I do not
conceive myfelf to be obooxious. [ am not apt, withs
out duty or neceflity, to thruft myfelf into a mob:
and our part of the town is as quiet asa country vil=
lage. So much for perfonal fafety ; but I cannotgive
the fame affurances of public tranquillity : forty thou-
fand Puritans, fuch as they mightbein the time of
Cromwell have ftarted out of their graves ; the tumult
has been dreadful; and even the remedy of military
force and martial law is unpleafant. But Govern-
ment, with fifteen thoufand regulars in town, and
every gentleman (but one) on their fide, muft extin-
guifh the flame. The execution of lalt night was
fevere ; perhaps it mult be repeated to night: yet,
upon the whole , the tumult fublides. Colonel Hol=
royd wasall lalt night in Holborn among the flames,
Vor. IL
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with the Northumberland Militia, and performed
very bold and able fervice. Iwill write again in a
polt or two.

I am, my dear Madam, ever yours, N

N° CXXVI.
The Same to the Same.
DEAR MADAM, June 1oth, 1980,

I swourp write with great pleafure, to fay that
this audacious tumultis perfectly quelled ; that Lord
George Gordon is fent to the Tower; and that,
inftead of fafety or danger, we are now at leifure
to think of juftice : butlam now alarmed on your
account, aswe have juft got a report, thata fimilar
diforder has broken out at Bath, I fhall be impatient
to hear from you ; butI flatter myfelf that your pretty
town does not contain much of that fcum which has
boiled up to the furface in this buge cauldron. Iam,
dear Madam , mofl fincerely yours.

N° CXXVII.
The Same to the Same.
DEAR MADAM, BenTiNCK-STREET, June 27th, 1780.

T seieve we may now rejoice in our common fecu.
rity. All tumult has perfeétly fubfided, and we only
think of the juftice which mult be properly and
feverely inflicted on fuch flagitious criminals. The
meafures of Government have been feafonable and
vigorous ; and even oppofition has been forced to
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confefls; that the military power was applied and
regulated with the utmolt propriety. Our danger is
at an end , but our difgrace will be lafting , and the
month of June 1780, will ever be marked by a dark
and diabolical fanaticifm , which T had fuppofed to
be extiné, but which actually fubfifts in Great
Britain, perbaps beyond any other country in Enrope,
Our parliamentary work draws to a conclufion ; and
I am much more pleafingly, though laborioufly,
engaged in revifing nad correcting for the prefs, the
continuation of my Hiftory , two volumes of which
will certainly appear next winter. This bufinefs fixes
me to Bentinck - [ireet more clofely than any other
part of my literary labor ; as it is abfolutely neceffary
that I fhould be in the mid{t of all the books which
1 have at any time ufed during the compofition But
1 feel a ftrong defire {irritated, like all other paflions,
by repeated obftacles) to efcape to Bath.
; Dear Madam,
Moft truly yours.

N° CXXVIII.
EpwarD Gisn®% Efuire to Colonel HOLROYD,
July 25th, 1780,

As your motions are fpontaneous, and the ftations
of the Lord Chief ”* unalterably fixed, I cannot per-
ceive the neceflity of your fending or receiving intel-
ligence. However, your commands are obeyed.
You wilh I would write, asa fign of life. 1am alive;
but, as I am immerfed in the Decline and Fall, I
fhall only make the fign. Itis made Youmay fuppofe
Q2
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that weare not pleafed with the junction of the fleets;
nor can an ounce of Weft India lofs be compenfated
by a pound of Eaft India fuccefls: but the circuit
will roll down all the news and politics of London.
I rejoice to hear that the Suffex regiment of Dra«
goons ”* are fuch well - difciplined cannibals ; but I
want to know when the Chief cannibal will return to
his den. It would fuit me better that it fhould happen
foon. Adicu,

N CXXIX,
The Same to the Same.

Brooxes’s, November 28th, 1780.

PBR}IAPS the Sheriffs ”*, the tools of your enemies ,
may venture to make a falfe and hoftile return, on
the prefumption that they fhall have a whole year of
impunity ; and that the merits of your petition cannot
be heard this feflion. Some of your moft refpecable
friends in the Houle of Commons are refolved, (if the
return thould be fuch, ) to ftate it forcibly as a {pecial
and extraordinary cafe; and t8 exert all proper
firength for bringing on the trial of your Petition
without delay. The knowledge of fuch a refolution
may awe the Sheriffs ; and it may be prudent to admo.
nifh them of the impending danger, in the way that
you judge moft advifable. Adicu, God fend you
a good deliverance.
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N° CXXX.
Mr. GinpoN to Mrs. GIBBON , Belvedere, Bath:
DEAR MADAM, BENTINCK.STREET, Dec. 21, 143o0.

2
rl u & conftant attendance on the Board of Trade
almolft every day this week , has obliged me to defer
till next IMonday a vifit of inclination and propricty
to Lord Loughborough (at Mitcham, in Surry).
1 tall not return till Wednefday or Thurfday ; and,
inftead of my Chriftmas, Ifhall eat my New-year’s
dinner, at the Belvedere, Bath. May that New
Year prove fortunate to you, to me, and to this
weary country, which is this day involved ina new
war ! I fhall write again about the middle of next
week, with a precife account of my motions. I
think the gallant Colonel, who is now Lord Shef-
field, will fucceed at Coventry ; periaps on the
return, certainly onthe petition, 1am, dear VMadam,
ever yours.

0 e ,
N CXXXI.

Epwarp Gisson Efguire to Mrs. Gisson, Bath,

DEAR MADAM, BENTINCK-STREET, Feb. 24th; 1781,

As you have probably received my laft letter of
thirteen hundred pages”’, I fhall be very concife;
vead , judge, pronounce; and believe that I fince-
rely agree with my friend Julian, in efteeming the
praife of thofe only who will freely cenfure my defedls.
Next Thurfday I hall be delivered to the world,
for whofe inconftant and malicious levity 1 am ceolly
Q3
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butfirmly prepared. Excufe meto Sarah. I fee more
clearly thanever, theabfolute neceflity of confining
my prefents to my own family : #4at, and that ounly,
is a determined line, and Lord S. is the firft toapprove
his exclufion. He has a ftrong affurance of fuccefs,
and fome hopes of a fpeedy decifion. How fuddenly
your friend General Pierfon difappeared ! You
thought him happy. What is happinefs! My dear
Madam , ever yours.

N° CXXXII
Dr. WrLLTAM ROBERTSON 7o Mr. GIBBON.
DEAR SIR, COLLEGE of EDINBURGH, May 12th, 178 t.

T ant alhamed of having deferred fo long to thank
you for the agreeable prefent of your two new volu-
mes; but juft as I had finifhed the firlt reading of
them, I was taken ill, and continued, for two or
three weeks, nervous, deaf, and languid. 1 have
now recovered as much fpirit as to tell you, with
what perfe@ fatisfactign I have not only perufed,
but ftudied, this part of your work. Iknew enough
of your talents and indultry to expect a great deal ,
butyou have gone far beyond my expeation. I can
recolle& no hiftorical work from which I ever re-
ceived fo much inftru@ion ; and, when I confider in
what a barren field you had to glean and pick up
materials, I am truly aftonifhed at the conneced and
interefling ftory you bave formed. 1like the ftyle of
thefe volumes better than that of the firlt; there is
the fame beauty, richnefs, and perfpicuity of lan-
guage, with lefs of that quaintnefs , into which
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your admiration of Tacitus fometimes feduced you.
I am highly pleafed with the reign of Julian, I was a
little afraid that you might lean with fome partiality
towards him ; but even bigots, I thould think, muft
allow, that you have delineated his moft fingular
character with amore mafterly hand than ever touch-
ed it before. You fet me a reading his works, with
which I was very flenderly acquainted; and T am
much ftruck with the felicity wherewith you have
defcribed that odd infufion of Heathen fanaticiim
and philofophical coxcombry, which mingled with
the great qualicies of a hero, and a genius. Your
chapter concerning the paftoral nations is'admirable ;
and, though I hold myfelf to be a tolerably good
general hiftorian, a great part of it was new to me.
As foon as I have leifure, I purpofeto trace you to
your fources of information ; and I bave no doubt
of finding you as exact there , as L have found you
in ‘other paffages where L have made a f{crutiny. It
was always my idea thata hiftorian fhould feel him{clf
a witnels giving evidence upon oath. I am glad to
perceive by your minute ferupulofity , that your
notions are the fame. The laft ghapter in your work
is the only one with which [ am not entirely fatif-
fied. Iimagine you rather anticipate, in defcribing
the jurifprudence and inflitutions of the Franks ; and
fhould think that the account of private war, ordeals,
chivalry, &c. would have come in morein its place
about the age of Charlemagne , or later : but with
refpe@ to this, and fome other petey criticifims, I will
have an opportunity of talking fully to you foon, as
1 propofe fecting outfor Lendon on Monday. I have

Q4
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indeed, many things to fay to you; and , as my ftay
in London is to be very fhort, I fhall hope to find
your door (at which I will be very often ) always
open to me. I cannot conclude without approving
of the caution with which the new volumes are writ.
tén; I hope it will exempt you from the illiberal
abufe the firlt volume drew upon you. Iever am,
yours, faithfully and affe¢tionately,

WirLiam ROBERTSON.

Ne CXXXIII,

Epwarp Gisson Efquire to Lady SHEFFIELD ,
at Sheffield-Place.

BenTINCK STREET, Friday Evening, 1o o’clock, 1781,

Ol{, oh! I have given you the flip; faved thirty
miles, by proceeding this day dire&tly from Eartham
to town, and am now comjfortably feated in my library,
in my own eafy chair, and before my own fire; a ftyle
which you underftand , though it is unintelligible
to your Lord. The town is empty; but I am fur-
rounded with a thoufand old acquaintance of all ages
and characters, who are ready to anfwer a thoufand
queftions which I am impatient to afk. I fhall not
eafily be tired of their company ; yet 1 {till remember,
and will honorably execute , my promife of vifiting
you at Brighton about the middle of next month,
Y have feen nobody , nor'learned any thing, infour
hours of a town life; but I can inform you, that
Lady *** * * is now the declared Miftrefs of Prince
Henry of Pruffia, whom fhe encountered at Spa;
and thatthe Emperor has invited the amiable couple
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to pafs the winter at Vienna: fine encouragement
for married women who behave therfelves properly.
1 fpent a very pleafant day in the little paradife of
Eartham, and the hermit exprefled a defire (no vulgar
compliment) to fee and to know Lord S. Adieu,
1cordially embrace, &c.
Ne CXXXIV.
Sir WiLLiaM JoNES to Mr. GIBBON.
DEAR SIR, LAMB’S-BUILDINGS, June joth, 1%8r1.

T nave more than once fought, without baving
been fo fortunate as to obtain, a proper opportunity
of thanking you very fincerely for the elegant com.-
pliment which you pay me, ina work abounding in
elegance of all kinds.

My Seven Arabian Poets will fee the light before
next winter, and be proud to waitupon youin their
Englith drefs. Their wild productions will, 1 flacter
myfelf , be thought interefting, and not venerable
merely on account of their antiquity,

In the mean while, let me requeft you to honorme
with accepting a copy of a Law Tra&, which is not
yet publifhed : the fubjec is fo geoerally important,
that I make no apology for fending you a profeffional
work.

Y ou muft pardon my inveterate hatred of C. Octa-
vianus , bafely furnamed Auguftus. I feel myfelf
unable to forgive the death of Cicero, which, ifhe
didnot promote, he might have prevented. Befides,
even Mecwenas knew the cruelty of his difpofition ,
and ventured to reproach him with it. In fhort, 1
have not Ghriftian charity for him,
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With regard to A fiatic letters, a neceflary attention
tomy profeffion will compel me wholly and eternally
to abandon them, wnlefs Lord North {to whom I
am already under no fmall obligation ) fhould think
me worthy to concur in the improved adminiftration
of jultice in Bengal, and fhould appoint me to fupply
the vacancy on the India Bench. Were that appoint.
ment to take place this year, I fhould probably travel,
for fpeed, through part of Egypt and Arabia, and
fhould be able, in my way, to procure many Ealtern
trads of literature and jurifprudence. I might become
agood Mahomedan lawyer before | reached Calcutta,
and,, in my vacations, fhould find Icifure to efplain,
in my native language, whatever the Arabs, Perfians,
and Turks, have written on fcience, hiftory, and
the fine arts.

My happinefs by no means depends on obtaining
this appointment, as I am in eafy circumflances
without my profeffion, and have flattering proflpects
in it; but if the prefent fummer and the enfuing au-
tumn elapfe without my receiving any anfwer, favor.
able or unfavorable, I fhall be forced to confider thag
filence as a polite refufal, and , having given fincere
thanks for paft favors, fhall entirely drop all thoughts
of Afia, and, “deep as ever plummet founded, fhall
¢ drown my Per/iall books.” If my politics have
given offence , it would be manly in Minifters to tell
me fo. I fhall never be perfonally hoftile to them y
nor inlift under party banners of any color; but I will
never refign my opinions for interefl, though I would
cheerfully abandon them on conviion. My reafon,
fuchasitis, can only be cantrolled by better reafon,
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to which T am ever open. As to my freedom of
thought, fpeech, and action, I fhall ever fay what
Charles X1I. wrote under the map of Riga, «Dieu
<« me I'a donnée; le diable ne me l'ttera pas But the
fair anfwer to this objection is, that my fyltem is
purely fpeculative, and has no relation to my feat
on the bench in India, where I fhould hardly think
of inftrucing the Gentoosin the maxims of the Athe.
nians. I believe Ifhould not have troubled you with
this letter , if I did not fear that your attendance in
Parliament might deprive me of the pleafure of meet.
ing you at the Club next Tuefday; and I(hallgo ta
Oxford a few days after. At all times, and in all
places, I fhall ever be, with undiffembled regard ,

dear Sir , your much obliged and faithful fervant ,
W. Jones,
N° CXXXV,

Ford HarpwickE to Mr. GIBBON.
STR, WimMPLE, September2oth, 1981,

As1have perufed your Hiftory of the Decline, &e.
with the greateft pleafure and inftru&ion, I cannot
help wifhing that, as health and leifure permit, you
would gratify your numerous readers and admirers ,
by continuing it, at leaft till the irruption of the
Arabs after Mahomet. From that period the Hiltory
of the Eaft isnot very interefting,and often difgufting.
1 particularly wifh to fee the reigns of Juftin , Jufti-
nian, and I think Juftin the Second, written by fo
mafterly a hand. There are firiking fadts and remark-
able characers in all thofe reigns, which have not
yet met with an able and fagacious Hiflorian. You
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feemed (as well as I recolle@) to think the anecdotes
of Procopius fpuriouns; there are ftrange anecdotes
in them, and of a very different caft from his Hiltory.
Can it be traced up when they firft came to light ?

Excufe this fhort interruption from’much better
employments or amufements ; and believe me, Sir,
with the greateft regard, your moft obedient humblc
fervant, Hagpwicke.

P.S. It has occurred to me, that a map of the
progrefs and native feat of the northern hives would
greatly elucidate and explain that part of your Hif-
tory. It may be done in a fecond edition.

N° CXXXVI,
Dr. RoBerTSON f0 Mr. GIBBON.

DEAR SIR, CoLLEGE of EDINBURGH, Nov. 6th, 1781,

S()ON after my return I had a long converfation
with our friend IVIr. Smith , in which I ftated to him
every particular you mentioned to me, with refpect
to the propriety of going on with your great work.
I was happy to find , that his opinion coincided per-
fectly with that which I had-ventured to give you.
His decifions , you know, are both prompt and
vigorous ; and he would not allow that you ought
to hefitate a moment in your choice. He promifed ta
write his fentiments to you very fully. Butas he may
have negleced todo this, for itis not willingly that
he puts pen to paper, 1 thoughtit might be agreeable
to you to know his opmxou s th()th Ii Jm.lgmc you
could hardly entertain any doubt concerning it. I
hope you have brought fuch a ftock of health and
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{pirits from Brighthc]mﬂone, thatyouare fet ferioufly
at your defk , and that in two winters or fo, you
will difplay the crefcent of Ma!wmcton the dome of
St. Sophia. I met vother day, ina wc:rk addreffed to
yourfelf, a fenfible paflage fro.m ]*.. Pau! , which
perfecly removes one of your chief difficulties, asto
the barrennefs of fome parts of your period. Hayley’s
Effay on Hiftory , p. 133. By the bye, who is this
Mr. Hayley ? His poetry has more merit than that
of moft of his contemporaries ; but his whiggifm is
fo bigotted, and his Chriftianity {o fierce, that he
almoft difgufls one with two very good things.

I have got quite well long ago, and am perfectly
free from deafoefs; but I cannot yet place myfelfin
any clafs but that of the multa & preclara minantes.

3e o kind as to remember me to Lord Loughborough
and Mr. Craufurd, and believe me to be, with molt
fincere refpect and attachment, yours very faithfally,

WiLriam RoBERTsON.

N° CXXXVIL
Epwarp Gisson Efquire to Mrs. Gisson, Bath.
DEAR MADAM, BRIGHTHELMSTONE, Nov. 2d, 1781.

I RETURNED to this place with Lord and Lady Shef
field, withthedefign of pafling two or three weeks
ina fituation which had fo highly delighted me." But
how vain are all fublunary hopes ! 1 had forgot that
there is fome difference between the funfhine of
Augult and the cold fogs ( though we have uncom-
mon good weather) of November. Inftead of my
beautiful fea:fhore, 1 am confined to a dark lodging
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in the middle of the town; for the place is fill full;
and our time is now fpent in the dull imitation of a
London life. To complete my misfortunes, Lord
Shefficld was haftily ordered to Canterbury and Deal,
to fupprefs fome difturbances, and I was left almoft
alone with my Lady, in the fervile {tate of a married
man. But he returns to-day, and 1 hope to be feated
in my own library by the middle of next week. How-
ever, you will not be forry to hear that I have
refrefbed myfelf by a very idle fummer, and indeed
a much idler and more pleafant winter than the Houfe
of Commons will ever allow me to enjoy again. 1
had almoft forgot Mir. Hayley ; ungratefully enough,
fince lalready paffeda very fimple , but entertaining
day with him. His place, though fmall, is elegant
as his mind , which I value much more highly.
IVIrs. * * * * wrote amelancholy ftory of an American
mother, a friend of her friend, who in a fhort time
had loft three fons ; one killed by the favages, onc
rui mad from the fright at that accident, and the
third taken at fea, now in England , a prifoner in
Forton hofpital. For Aim fomething might perbaps
be done. Your humanity will prompt you to obtain
from IMrs. * * * ¥ a more accurate account of names,
dates, and ‘circumftances; but you will prudently
fupprefs my requelt, left I fhould raife hopes which
it may not be in' my power to gratify. Lady S. begs
to fend her kindeft compliments to yon. 1 am, dear
Madam, ever yours.
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Ne CXXXVIIL

EpwaRrD GinuoN Efguire to Mrs. GIBBON, Bath.
DEAR MADAM, July 3d, 1yg2/

Tuoee you havenothadamoment’s uneafinefsaboue
the delay of my Midfummer letter. W hatever may
happen, youmay reft fully fecure, that the materials
of it Mhall always be found. But onthis occafionI have
miffed four or five pofts; poftponing, as ufual, from
morning to the evening bell, which now rings, till
it has occurred to me, that it might not be amifs to
enclofe the two effential lines, if Lonly added that
the influenza has been known to me only by the
report of others. Lord Rockingham is at laft dead;
a good man, whatever he might be a minifter: his
fucceffor is not yet named, and divifions in the Cabi-
net are fufpected. If Lord Shelburne fhould be the
man, as I think he will; the friends of his predeceffor
will quarrel with him before Chriftmas. Atall events,
I forefee much tamult and firong oppofition , from
which I fhould be very glad to extricate myfelf, by
quitting the Houfe of Commons with honor. What-
ever you may hear, I believe there is not the leaft
atention of diffolving Parliament, which would
indeed be a rafh and dangerous meafure. 1 hope you
like Mr. Hayley’s poem ; he rifes with his fubject,
and fince Pope’s death, 1 am fatisfied that England
has not {een fo happy a mixture of trong fenfe and
flowing numbers. Are you not delighted with his
addrefs to hjs mother ? I underfland that (he was in
plain profe every thing that he fpeaks her in verfe.
This fummer I fhall ftay in town, and work at my
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trade, till I make fome holidays for my Bath excur-
fion. Lady Sheffield is at Brighton, and he is under
tents, like the wild Arabs; fo that my country houfe
is fhutup, Tam, dear Madam, ever yours.

Ne CXXXIX.

EpwaArn GisroN FEfguire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD , Camp, Coxheath,

BENTINCK-STREET, 1782.

T cvmparurzewith your fatigues ; yet Alexander,
Hannibal, &ec. have fuffered hardfhips almoft equal
to yours. Atfuchamomentitis difagreeable (befides
lazinefs) to write, becaunfe every hour teems with a
new lie. Asyet, however, only Charles has formally
refigned; but Lord John™, Burke, Keppel, Lord
Althorpe, &c. certainly follow; your Lord Lieute-
nant ftays. In fhort, three months of profperity has
diffolved a phalanx, which had fiood ten years ad-
verfity. Next Tuefday, Fox will give his reafons,
and poffibly be encountered by Pitt, the new Secre-
tary, or Chancellor *, at three-and-twenty. The
day will be rare and curious, and, if I were a light
dragoon, 1 would take a gallop on purpofe to Weft-
minfter. Adicu. Ihearthe bell How could I write
before I knew. where you dweit ?

N* CXL,
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N° CXL,

EpwARD GinsoN Efguire to the Right Honorable
Lord Suerr1ELD , Goxheath Gamp,

September 29th, ryg82.

I sgouLD like to hear fometimes , whether you
furvive the fcenes of action and danger in which a
dragoon is continually involved. What a difference
betweenthelife ofa dragoonand that ofa philofopher!
and I will freely own that I (the philofopher) am
much better fatisfied with my own independent and
tranquil fituation, in which [ have always fomething
to do, without ever being obliged to do any thing.
The Hampton Court villa has anfwered my expecta.
tion, and proved no fmall addition to my comforts;
fo that I am refolved next {fummer to hire, borrow,
or {teal, either the fame, or fomething of the fame
kind. Every morning 1 walk amile or more before
breakfalt, read and write quantum [fufficit, mount
my chaife and vifit in the neighbourhood, accept
fome invitations, and efcape others, ufe the Lucans
asmy daily bread, dine pleafantly at home, or focia-
bly abroad, referve for ftudy an hour or two in
the evening, lie in town regularly once a week,
&c. &c. &c. I have announced to Mrs. G. my new
arrangements; the certainty that October will be fine,
and my increaling doubts whether 1 fhall be able to
reach Bath before Chriltmas. Do you intend (bug
how can you intend any thing 7) to pals the winter
under canvafs, Perhaps under the veil of Hampton
Courtlmay lurk ten days or a fortnight at Sheffield,
if the enraged Lady does not fhut the doors again(t
Vor. I R
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me. The Warden ** paffed through in his way to
Dover. He is not fo fat, and more cheerful than
ever. 1 had not any private converfation with him ;
but he clearly holds the balance, unlefs helets it drop
out of his hand.The Pandzmonium (as lunderftand )
does not meet till the twenty - fixth of November.
‘Town is more a defert than I ever knew it. Tarrived
yelterday, dined at Sir Jofhua’s with a tolerable party 3
the chaife is now at the door; I dine at Richmond,
licat Hampton, &c. Adieu.
Ne CXLI
Epwarp GieeoN Zfjuire to Lord SHEFFIELD , at
Coxheath Camp.
BENTINCK-STREET, October 14th, 14982,

ON the approach of winter, my paper houfe at
Hamptonbecomes lefs comfortable ; my vifits to Bens
tinck-ftreet grow longer and more frequent, and the
end of next week will reftore me to the town, with
a lively wifh, however, to repeat the fame, or a
fimilar experiment, next fummer. Iadmire the al.
furance with which you propofe a month’s refidence
at Sheffield, when you are not fure of being allowed
three days. Here it is currently reported, thatcamps
will not feparate till Lord Howe’s rezzrn from Gibral-
tar, and as yet we have no news of his arrival. Per-
haps indeed you may have more intimate correfpon.
dence with your old friend Lord Shelburne, and
already know the hour of your deliverance, 1 fhould
like to be informed ~ As Lady S. has entirely forgot-
ten me, Ifhall havethe pleafure of forming a new ac-
quaintance. I bave often thought of writing, but it
is now too late to repent,
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fam ata lofs what to fay or think about our parlia-
mentary ftate. A certain late Secretary of Ireland
veckons the Houfe of Commons thus : Minifter one
hundred/and forty, Reynard ninety, Boreas one hun-
dred and twenty , the reft unknown, oruncertain.
The laft of the three, by felf or agents, talks too
much of abfence, neutrality , moderation, 1 ftill
think be will difcard the game.

I am notin fuch a fury with the letter of American
imlepcndcncc; but I think it feems ill-timed and ufe-
fefs; and L am much entertained with the metaphyfical
difputes between Government and Seceflion about
the meaniog of it. Lord Loughborough will be in
town Sunday feven-night. 1long tofee himand Co.
I think he will take a very decided part. Ifhecould
throw afide his gown, he would make a noble leader.
The Eaft Indianews are excellent. The French gone
to the Mauritius, Heyder defirous of peace, the
Nizam and Mahrattas our friends, and feventy lacks
of rupees in the Bengal trealury , while we were
voting the recal of Haftings. Adieu. Write foom

N° CXLIL
EpwARD GirpoN Ffguire to Lord SHEFFIELD.
1782

I aave defigned writing every poft. The air of
London is admirable; my complaints have vanifhed,
and the gout ftill refpects me. Lord Loughborough,
with whom 1 paffed an entire day, is very well fatis
fied with his Irifh expedition, and found the barba-
rous people very kind to him. The caftle is {trong,
but the volunteers are formidable. London isdead,

Rz
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and allintelligence o totally extin, that the lofs of
an army would be a favorable incident. We have not
eventhe advantage of thipwrecks, which muft foon,
with thefociety of you and Gerard Hamilton, become
the only pleafures of Brighton. My Lady is precious,
and deferves to fhine in London, when fhe regains
her palace; The workmen are flow, but I hear that
the Minifter talks of hiring another houle after Chrift-

mas ', Adieu, till Monday feven-night.

N° CXLIII,
The Same to the Same.
January 19th, 1983.

AsT arrived about feven o'clock on Wednelday latt
we were fome time in town in mutual ignorance. Un.
lucky enough ; yet our lofs will be fpeedily repaired.
Your reafon for not writing is worthy of an Irifh
Baron: you thought Sarah might be at Bath, becaufe
you directed letters to her at Clifton near Briftol;
whereindeed I faw her in a delightful fituation, fwept
by the winter winds, and fcorched by the fummer fun,
A nobler reafon for your filence would be the care of
the public papers, to record your fteps, words,
and actions. I was pleafed with your Coventry ora-
tion: a panegyric on * * * * is a fubject entiry new,
and which no orator before yourfelf would have
dared to undertake. You have acted with prudence
and dignity in cafting away the military yoke. This
next fummer you will fit down (if you can fit) in the
long loft character ofa country gentleman.

For my own part, my late journey has only con-
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*firmed me in the opinion , that Number Seven in
Bentinck-lreet is the belt houfe in the world, I find
that peace and war alternately, and daily, take their
turns of conyerfation, and this (Friday) is the pacific
day. Next week we fhall probably hear fome quef-
tions on that head very ftrongly alked , and very
foolifhly anfwered, &c. Give me aline by return
of poft, and probably I may vifit Downing-fireet on
Monday evening; late, however, as Iam engaged
to dinnerand cards. Adieu.

N° CXCIV.

[Although Dr. Prieltley may not be juftified for pub-
lihing the following Letters, yetas he thought fit
to print them with a volume of fermons foon after
Mr. Gibbon’s death, it will not be improper to
infert them in this collecion.]

Mr. GIBBON t0 Dr. PRIESTLEY.

SIR, January 23d, 1783.

As a mark of your efteem, I fhould haveaccepted
with pleafure yourHiltory of the Corruptions of Chrif-
tianity. You have been careful to inform me, thatitis
intended, notas a gift,butas a challenge, and fuch a
challenge you muft permit me to decline. At the fame
time you glory in outftripping the zeal of the Mufti
and the Lama, itmay be proper to declare, that1 thould
equally refufe the defiance of thofe venerable divines.
Once,and once only, the juft defence of my own vera-
city provoked me to defcend info the amphitheatre ;
but as long as you attack opinions which l have never

maintained,or maintain principles which I have never
R 3
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denied, you may fafely exult in my filence and
your own victory. The difference between us, (on
the credibility of miracles,) which you chufe to fup-
pofe, andwifh toargue, is a trite and ancient topic
of controverly , and,from the opinion which you
entertain of yourfelf and of me, it does not appear
probable that our difpute would either edify or
enlighten the Public.

That Public will decide to whom the invidious
name of Unbeliever more jultly belongs; to the Hif-
torian, who, withoutinterpofing his own fentiments,
had delivered a fimple narrative of authentic facts, or
to the difputant who proudly rejeés all natural proofs
of the immortality of the foul, overthrows (by cirs
cumfcribjng ) the infpiration of the evangelifts and
apofiles,andicondemns the religion of every Chriftian
nation, as a fable lefs innocent, but notlefs abfurd,
than Mahomet's journey to the third Heaven.

And now, Sir, fince you affume a right to deter-
mine the objects of my paft and future fludies, give
me leave to convey to your ear thealmoft unanimous,
and not offenfive wifh, of the philofophic world :—
thatyou would confine your talents and induftry to
thofe fciences in which real and ufeful improvements
canbe made. Reéemember the end of your predeceflor
Servetus, not of his life, (the Calvins of our days are
reftrained from the ufe of the fame fiery arguments,)
but, I mean, the end of his reputation. His theolo-
gical writingsare loftin oblivion; andif his book on
the Trinity be fill preferved, it is only becaufe it
contains the firlt rudiments of the difcovery of the
circulation of the blood.

I am, Sir, your obedient humble fervant,
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N* CXLV.,
Dr. PRIESTLEY 7o Mr. GIBBON.
SIR, BIRMINGHAM, 3d February 1483,

IT would have been impertinent in me, elpecially
confidering the object of my Hiftory, to have fent you
a copy ofitasa mark of my e/fleem or friend/hip. W hat
1 meant wasito ac the part of afairand open adverfary.
and Jam truly forry that you decline the difcuffion I
propofed: for thoughyou are of a different opinion,
I do not think that either of us could be better em-
ployed; and, thould the Mufti and the Lama, whole
challenge, youfay, you wouldalfo decline, become
parties in the bufinefs, Ifhould rejoice the more. I
do not well know what you can mean by intimating,
that I am a greater Unbeliever than yourfelf; that I
attack opinions which you never maintained, and
maintain principles which you never denied. If you
mean to affert, that you are a believer in Chriftian-
ity, and meant to recommend it, I' muft fay, that
your mode of writing has been very ill adapted to
gain your purpofe. Ifthere beany certain method
of difcovering a man’s real objed, yours has been to
difcredit Chriftianity in fac, while in words you
reprefent yourfelf as a friend toit: a conduét which
1 fcruple not to call highly unworthy and mean ; an
infult on the common fenfe of the Chriftian world ;
as a method of fcreening you from the notice of the
law, (which is as hoftile to me as it is to you,) you
muflt know that it could avail you nothing ; and,
though that mode of writing might be deemed in-
R 4
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genious and witty in the firlt inventor of it, it has
been too often repeated to deferye that appella.
tion now.

According.to your own rule of conduct, this
charge ought to provoke you to defcend into the
amphitheatre once more, as much as the accufation
of Mr. Davis : for itis a call upon you to defend, not
your principles only, but alfo your /4onor. For what
can reflect greater difhonor on a man, than to fay
one thing and mean another ? You have certainly
been very far from confining yourfelf, as you pre-
tend, to a fimple narrative of authentic facts, without
interpofing your own fentiments. 1 hold no opinions,
obnoxious as they are, that Iam not ready both to
avow in the molt explicit manner, and alfo to defend
with any perfon of competent judgment and ability.
Had I not confidered you in this light, and alfo as
fairly oben, by the ftrain of y our writings, to fucha
challenge, I thould not have called upon you as I have
done. The Public will form its own judgment both
of that and of your filence on the occafion; and
finally decide between you, the Aumble hiflorian, and
me, the proud rly/'mt'ant.

As to my reputation, for which you are fo very ob-
ligingly concerned, give me leave to obferve, that,
as far as it is an object with any perfon , and a thing
to be enjoyed by himfelf, it muft depend upon his
particular notions and feelings.—Now, odd as it will
appear to you, the cfteem of a very few rational
Chriftian friends (though I know that it will enfure
me the deteftation of the greater part of the prefent
nominally Chriftian world that) happen to hear me)
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gives me more real fatisfac"tiop » than the applaufe of
what you call the philofophic world. 1 admire Ser-
vetus, by whole example yon W_‘ﬂ‘ me to take war-~
ning , more for hiscourage in dying for the caufe of
important truth, than Iﬂlou]fl have done if, befides
the certain difcovery of the circulation of the blood,
he had made any other the moft celebrated difcovery
in philofophy-

However, I do not fee what my philofophical
friends (of whom L have many, and whom I think I
value as I ought,) have to do with my metaphyfical
or theological writings. They may, if they pleafe,
confider them as my particular whims or amufements,
and accordingly neglect them. They have, in fadt, in-
terfered very little with my application to philo-
fophy, fince I have had the means of doing it. T
was never more bufy, or more fuccefsfully fo, in my
philofophical purfuits, than during the time that I
havebeen employed about the Hiftory of the Corrup-
tions of Chriftianity. Iam atthis very time, totusin
illis, as my friends know; and as the Public will
know in due time ; which with me is never long,
and if you had thought proper to enterinto the dif-
cuffion I propofed, it would nothaye made me neg-
le& my laboratory, or omit a fingle experiment that
1 Mould otherwife have made.

Iam, Sir,
Your very humble fervant,
J. PRIESTLEY.
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N* CXLVIL

Mr. GiBBON fo Dr. PRIESTLEY.
S IR, BENTINCK-STREET, February 6th, 1483.

A 14do not pretend to judge of the fentiments or
intentions of another, I'thall not inquire how far you
are inclined to fuffer, or 10fliét, martyrdom. It only
becomes me to fay, that the ftyle and temper of your
laft letcer have fatistied me of the propriety of declis
ning all farcher correfpondence, whether public or
private, with fuch an adverfary. I am, Sir, your
humble fervant.
N* CXLVIL
Dr. PriesTLEY fo Mr. GIBBON.

SR, BIRMINGHAM, 1oth Febroary, 1983,

I NEITHER requelted nor wifhed to have any pri-
vate corrgfpondence with you. All that my MS. card
required, was a fimple acknowledgment of the receipt
ofthe copy of my work. You chole, however, to
give me a fpecimen of your temper and feelings;
and alfo, what I thought to be an opening to afurther
call upon you for a juftification of yourfelf in puvlic.
Of this I was willing to take advantage; and s
at the fame ‘time, to fatisfy you, that my phi-
lofophical - purfuits, for which , whether in earneft
or not, you were pleafed to expre(s fome concern,
would not be interrupted in confequence of it.

As this correfpondence, from the origin and
nature of it, cannot be deemed confidential, 1
may, cfpecially if I refume my obfervations on

&
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your condué as a Hiftorian, give the Public an
opportunity of judging of .Lhe propriety of my
anfwer to your firft extraordinary letter, and alflo
to this laft truly enigmatical one ; to interpret which
fequires much more fagacity , than to difcover
your real intentions with refpeé to Chriltianity ,
though you might thiqk you had carefully concealed
them from all human infpedion.

Wilhing to hear from you juft as little as you
pleafe in private, and juftas much as you pleafe in
public, I am, Sir, your humble fervant.

Ne CXLVIIL
Mr, GiBBON Zo Dr. PRIESTLEY.
February!, 22d, 1983.
}-F Dr. Prieftley confults his friends, he will probably
learn, thata fingle copy ofa paper, addreffed under
a fealto a fingle perfon, and not relative to any pu-
blic or official bufinefs, muflt always be confidered as
private correfpondence ; which aman of honor is not
at liberty to print without the confent of the writer.
That confent in the prefent inftance, Mr. Gibbon
thinks proper to with - hold ; and, as he defires to
efcape all further altercation, he (hall not trouble Dr.
Prieftley or himfelf with explaining the motives.of
his refufal.
N° CXLIX.
Dr. PRIESTLEY Zo Mr,  GIBBON,

BirMINGHANM , 25 Ecbruary, 1783

DR. Pricftley is as unwilling to be guilty ofany real
impropriety as Mr. ‘Gibbon can wifh him to be: but,
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as the correfpondence between them relates not to
any [.m'va/e, but only to a public matter, he apprehends
t!mt}t may, according to IMr. Gibbon’s own diftinc-
tion, atthe pleafure of either of the parties be laid be-
fore the Public; who, in fact, are interefted to know,
at Ieaft, the refult of it. Dr. Pricfiley’s conduct will
always be open to animadverfion, as that of IVIr. Gib-
bon, or of any other perfon. His appeal is to men of
honor, and even men of the world ; and he defires no
favor.,

Dr. Prieftley hasfenta fingle copy of the correfpon-
dence to a friend in London , with leave to fhow it to
any other common friends, but with a prohibition to
take any other'copy : but between this and printing
there is no difference, except inmode and extent. In
the eye of the law and of reafon both are equally pu«
blications; and has Mr. Gibbon never thought him-

felfat liberty to how a copy of a letter toa third per-
fon?

Mr. Gibbon may eafily efcape all further alterca-
tion by difcontinuing this mutually difagreeable cor-
refpondence, by leavingDr. Pricftley to act as his own
difcretion or indifcretion may dictate ; and for this,
himfelf only , and not IMr. Gibbon, is refponfible,

N° CL.

Mr. GipBox @ Monf. DeyvERDUN, a Laufanne,

A LONDRES, cezo Mai 1783.

QUE jaime la douce & parfaite confiance de nos
fentimens réciproques! Nous nous aimons dans I’éloi-
( gnement & lefilence, & ilnous fuffit 4 Pun & & Lautre,
~de favoir de temps entemps, des ncuvelles de la fanté

&
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& dubonheur de fonami. Aujourd’huijai befoin de
vous écrire; je commence fans excufes & fans repro-
ches, comme fi nousallions reprendre la converfation
familiere du jour précédent. ' Si je propofois de faire
un compte rendu de mes études, de mes occupations,
de mes plaifirs, de mesnouvelles liaifons, de ma poli-
tique toujours muette , mais un peu .p]us rapprochée
des grands évenemens, je mu]tlf?heroxs mes in quarto,
& je ne fais pas encore votre avis fpr ceux quejevous
ai déja envoyés. Dans cette hiltoire moderne 5 1l fes
roit toujours queftion de la décadence des empires ;
& autant que )’en puis juger {ur mes réminifcences &
furlerapport de P'ami Bugnon , vous aimez anfii peu
la puiffance de I'Angleterre que celle des Romains.
Notre chute, cependant, a été plus douce. Aprés
une guerre fans fucces, & une paix affez peu glorieufe,
il nous refte de quoi vivre contens & heureux; & lorf-
que je me fuis dépouillé durdle de Membre duy Par-
lement, pourredevenir homme, philofophe, & hif.
torien , nous pourrions bien nous trouver d’accord fur
la plupart des fcenes €tonnantes qui viennent de fo
pafler devant nos yeux, & qui fourniront une riche
maticre aux plus habiles de més fucceffeurs,
Bornons nous a cette heure aun objet moins illufire
fans doute, mais plus intéreffant pour tous les deux,
&c’eft beaucoup que le méme objet puiffe intéreffer
deux mortels qui ne fe font pas vus, qui a peine fe
font écrit depuis—oui ma foi—dépuis huit ans, Ma
plume, tres pareffeule au commencement, o plutét
avantle commencement, marche affez vite, lorsqu’elle
seft U“C.fois mife en train ; mais une raifon quim’em-
pécheroit de lui donner carritre, ¢'eft lefpérance de
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pouvoir bientot me fervir avec vous d'un inftra.
ment encore plus commode, lalangue. Quel’homme,
’homme Anglois,'homme Gibbon, eft unfot animal !
Jel'efpere, jele défire, je le puis, mais je ne fais pas fi
jele veux, encore moins fij'exécuterai cette volonté.
Voici mon hiftoire,autant qu’elle pourravous éclairer,
qu'elle pourram’éclairer moi-méme, fur mes véritables
intentions, qui me paroiffent tres obfcures, & tres
équivoques; & vous aurez la bonté de m'apprendre
quelle fera ma conduite future. 1l vous fouvient,
Seigneur, que mon grand pere a fait fa fortune, que
mon pere 'a mangée avec un peu trop d’appétit, &
que je jouis actuellement du fiuit, ou, plutot du refte
de leuis travaux. Vous n’avez pas oublié que je fuis
entré au Parlement fans patriotifme, fans ambition, &
que toutes mes vues {e bornoienta la place commode
& honnéte dun Lordof Trade. Cette place, jel'ai ob-
tenue enfin; je I'ai poffédée trois ans, dépuis 1779
jufqu’ 21782, & le produit net, qui fe montoit a fept
cens cinquante livres fterling, augmentoit mon re-
venu, aw niveau de mes befoins, & de mes défirs.
TMais au printemps de l'année précédente, lorage a
grondé fur nos tétes: Milord North a été renverfé,
votre ferviteur chafllé, & le Board méme, dont jétois
membre, aboli & callé pour toujours, parlaréformas
tion dé M. Burke, avec beaucoup d’autres places de
YEtat, & de la maifon du Roi. Pourmonmalheur, je
fuis tonjours refté Membre de la Chambre baffe: ala
fin du dérnier Parlement (en 1780) M. Eliot a retiré
{2 nomination ; mais la faveur de Milord North afa-
cilité ma rentrée, & la reconnoiffance m’impofoitle
devoir de faire valoir, pour fon{ervice, les droits que

w
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je tenois en partie de lui. Cet hiver nous'avons com=
battu fous les étendards réunis (vous favez notre hife
toire) de Milord North, &de IV Fox; nous avons
triomphé de Milord Shelburne & de la paix, & mon
ami (je n’aime pas 2 pmfnngr cenom) a remonté fur fa
béte en qualité de Séerétaire (-I’Etat. Cleft a préfent
qu'il peut bien me dire : “ C’étoit beaucoup pourmoi;
ce n’étoit rien pourvous;” & malgrélesaffurances les
plus forces, jai trop de raifon, pour avoir de la foi.
Avec beaucoup d'efprit, & des qualités tres refpecta-
bles, il n'a plus ni le titre, ni le crédit de premier mi-
niftre; des collégues plus acifs lui enlevent les mor-
ceaux les plus friands, quifont auffitot dévorés parla
voracité de leurs créatures; nos malheurs & nos réfor-
mes ont diminué le nombre des graces; par orgueil
ou par pareffe, je follicite aufli mal, & fi je parviens
enfin, ce fera peut étre a la veille d’'une nouvelle ré=
volution, qui me fera perdre dans un inftant, ce qui
in’aura couté ‘tant de foins & de recherches. Si
ae ne confultois que mon cceur & ma raifon, je rom-
prois fur le champ cette indigne chaine de la dépen-
dance; je quitterois le Parlement, Londres, I'Angle-
terre; je chercherois fous un ciel plus doux, dans un
pays plus tranquille, le repos; la liberté, laifance, &
une fociété éclairée & aimable. Je coulerois quelques
années de ma vie fans efpérance, & fans crainte, ja-
cheverois mon hiftoire, & je ne rentrerois dans ma
patrie qu'en homme libre, riche, & refpectable par
fa pofition, auffi bien que par fon caraétere. Mes amis,
&furtoutMilord Sheffield, ne veulent pasme permet=
tre d'étre heureux fuivant mon gotit & mes lumiéres.
Leur prudence exige que je falle tous mes efforts, pour
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obtenirun emploi trés fiir a la vérité, qui me donneroit
mille guinées de rente, mais qui m’enleveroit cing
jours par femaine. Je me préte 4 leur zéle, & jeleurai
promis de ne partir qu’en automne, aprés avoir coil-
facré I'été A cette dernicre tentative. Le fuccés, cepen.
dant, eft trésincertain, & je ne fais fi je le défire de
bonne foi.

Si je parviens a me voir exilé, mon choix ne fera pas
douteux. Laufanne a eu mes prémices; elle me fera
toujours chere par le doux fouvenir de ma jeuneffe.
Aubout de trente ans, je me rappele les poliffons qui
font anjourd’hui juges, les petites filles de la fociété
du printemps, qui font devenues grand-meres. Votre
pays elt charmant, &, malgré le dégoat de Jean
Jacques, les meeurs, & l'efprit de fes habitants, me pa-
roiffent tres affortis aux bords dulac Léman. Mais un
tréfor que je ne trouverois qua Laufanne; c’eft un
ami qui me convient ¢galement par les fentimens, &
les idées, avec qui je n’ai jamais connu un inftant
d’ennui, de {écherefle, ou deréferve. Autrefoisdans
nos libres épanchémens, nous avons cent fois fait le
projet de vivre enfemble, & cent fois nous avons
c’pluché tous les détails du Roman, avec une chaleur
qui nous étonnoit nous mémes. A préfentil demeure,
ou plutot vous demenrez, (car je me laffe de ce ton
étudi¢,) dans unemaifon charmante & commode; je
vois d’ici mon appartement, nos falles communes,
notre table, & nos promenades; mais ce mariage ne
vaut rien, s'il ne convient pas également aux deux
époux, & je fens combien des circonflances locales,
des gotts nouveaux, de nouvelles liaifons, peuvent
s'oppoler aux defleins, qui nous ont paru les plus

agréables
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agréables dans le lointain. Pour fixer mes idées; &
pournous épargner desregrets, il fautme dévoileraves
Ia franchife dont jé vous aidonnél'exemple; le tableair
éxtérieur & intérieur de George Deyverdun, Von
amour eft trop délicat, pour fupporter lindifférence
& les égards, & je rougirois d’'un bonheur dont je
erois redevable, nona l'inclination, mais a la fidélité
de mon armi. Pour m’armer contre les malheurs pof-
fibles, helas! peutétre trop vraifemblables, j'ai effayé
de me détacher de la penfée de ce projet favori, & de
me repréfenter a2 Laufanne votre bon voifin, fans étre
précifément votre commenfal. Si 'y étois réduit, je
ne voudrois pas tenir maifon, autant par raifon d’é-
conomie, que pour éyiter Iennui de manger feul.
D’un autre coté, une penfion ouverte, fut elle montée
fur lancien pied de celle de Mefery, he conviendroit
plus A mon age, ni & mon caractere ? Pafferois-je ma
vie au milien d’'une foule de jeunes Anglois échappés
du collége, moi qui aimerois Laufanne cent fois da-
vantage, {i 'y pouvois étre le feul de ma nation? 1L
me faudroit donc une maifon commode & tiante, un
état au deffus de la bourgeoifi¢, un mari inftruit, une
ferome qui ne refembleroit pas a Vladame Pavilliard,
& Taffurance d'y étre regu comme le fils uniglie, ou
plutét comme le frere de la famille. Pour nous arran=
ger fans géne, je meublerai tigs volontiers un joli ap-
partement fous le méme toit, ot dans le voilinage, &
puifque le ménage le plus foible, laiffe encore de 1'é-
toffe potirune forte penfion, je ne ferois pasoblige de
chicaner fur les conditions pécuniaires. Si je me vois
déchiu de cette derniere efpérance, je fenoncerois en
foupirant & ma feconde patrie, pour chercher un
VoL, 1L : 8
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nouvel afyle, non pasa Geneve, trilte féjour du tra.
vail & de la difcorde, mais aux bords du lac de Neuf-
chatel, parmi les bons Savoyards de Chamberry, ou
fous le beau climat-des Provinces Viéridionales de ia
France. Je finis brufquement, parceque j'ai mille
chofes a vous dire. Je penfe que nous nous reffem-
blons pour la correfpondance. Pour le bavardage
favant, ou méme amical, je fuis de tous les hommes
le plus parefleux, mais dés qu'il s'agit d’un objetréel,
d’un fervice effentiel, le premier Courier emporte tou-
jours ma réponfe. A lafin d’'un mois, je commencerai
a compter les femaines, les jours, les heures. Ne me
les faites pas compter trop long temps. Vale.

N° CLIL
M. DEYVERDUN a M. GIBBON.

STRASBOURG, le 10Juin, 1783.

JE ne faurais vous exprimer, Monfieur & cher ami,
Ia varieté & la vivacité des fenfations que m’a fait
éprouver votre lettre. Tout celaa fini par un fond de
plaifir & d’efpérance qui refteront dans mon ceeur,
jufqu’a ce que vous les en chaffiez.

Un rapport fingulier de circonftances contribue 2
me faire efpérer que nous fommes deftinés a vivre
quelque tems agréablement enfemble. Je ne fuis pas
dégoiité d’'uneambition quqe ne connus jamais ; mais
par d’autres circonftances, jeme trouve danslaméme
fituation d’embarras & d’incertitude ol vous étes aufli
a cette cpoque Il y a un an que votre lcmc, mon

cher ami, m’auroit fait plaifir fans doute, mais en ce
moment, elle m'en fait bien davantage: elle vient en
quelque fagon 2 mon fecours,
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3):pui»mon retourd’Italie, ne pouvant me détermia
ner  vendre ma maifon, m'ennuyantd’y ére feul (car
je fuis comme vous, Monfieur, &je dételte de m: anger
jwn compagnie) ne voulant pas louer A des ¢é €trangers,
7ai pris le partide m’ Armngcraﬂ”v JOllantauplunmr
étage, & de donner le fecond a une famille de mes
amis, qui me nourrit, & que jeloge. Cetarrangement
a paru pcud ant long tems contribuer au bonheur des
deux parties. Mais tout eft tranfitoire fur cette terre.
IMa maifon fera vide, felon toute apparence, fur la fin
de I'été, & je me vois d’'avance tout aufli embarraffé &
incertain, que je l'étais il y a quelques années, ne
fachantquellenouvelle fociété choifir, & affez difpofé
a vendre enfin cette pofleflion qui m’a caufé bien des
plaifirs, & bien des peines. IMa maifon elt donc A
votre difpofition pour cet automne, & vous y arri-
veriez comme un Dieu dans une machine qui finit
Tembroglio.Voila quant 2 moij; parlons de vous main.
tenant avec la méme {incérité.

Unmotde préambule. Quelqueintéreffé que je fois
a votrerefolution, convaincu qu'il faut aimer fes amis
pour eux mémes, fentant d’ailleurs combien il feroit
affreux pour moi de vous voir des regrets, je vous
donneici ma parole d’honneur, que mon intérét n’in-
flue en rien fur ce que je vais écrire, & que je ne dirai
pasun motque je ne vous diffe, fi’hermite dela grotte
€roit un autre que mol. Vos amis Ang!us vous
aiment pour eux mémes: je ne veux moi que votre
bonheur. Rappelez vous, mon cher ami, que je vis
avec pune votre entrée (Lms le Parlement, &je crois
n'avoir été que trop bon prophete; je fuis fir que cette
carriere vous afait é éprouver plus de privations que de

52
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Jomﬂ'ances beaucoup plus de peines que de plaifirs ;
j’al cru toujours, dcpu:s que je vous ai connu, que
vous étiez deftiné & vivre heureux par les plaifirs du
cabinet & delafociété, que toutautre marche était un
écart de la route du bonheur, & que ce n’était que
les qualités réunies d’homme de lettres, & d’homme
aimable de fociété, qui pouvoient vous procurer
gloire, honneur, plaifirs, & une fuite continuelle de
jouiffances. Au bout de quelques tours dans votre
falle, vous fentirez parfaitement que y’avois bien vu,
& que I'événement a juftifié mes idées. Lorlque jai
appris que vous étiez Lord of Trade, yenai été faché;
quand j'ai fu que vous aviez perdu cette place, je m’en
fuis réjouis pour vous; quand on m’a annoncé que
Milord North éroit remonté fur fa béte, j'ai cra vous
voir trés mal & votre aife, en croupe derrire lui, &je
m’en fuis affligé pour vous. Jefuis donc charmé, mon
cher ami, de vous favoir a pied, & je vous confeille
tres fincerement de refter dans cette pofition, & bien
loin de folliciter la place en queftion, de la refufer, fi
elle vous était offerce. Mille guinées vous dédomima-
geront-elles de cinq jours pris de la femaine ? Je fup.
pofle, ce que cependant jai peine a cfoire, que vous
me difiez que oui: & lavariété & l'inconftance con-
tinuelle de votre miniftére, vous promettent - elles
d’en jouirlong temps conftamment, & n’eft il pas plus
défagréable, mon cher Vlonfieur, de n’avoir plus 1000
livres fterl. de rente, qu’il n’a été agréable d’en jouir ?
Drailleurs ne pourrez vous pas toujours rentrer dans
la carriére, {i 'ambition ou I'envie de fervir |a patrie,
vous reprennent; ne rentrerez vous pas avec plus
d’honneur, lorfque vosrentes étant augmentées natu-
rellement, vous {erez libre & mdcpendant ?
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Fn faifant cette retraite en Suiffe, outre Ia beauté
du pays, & les agrémens de la fociété, vous acquére-
rez deux biensque vous avez perdus, la liberté & la
richeffe. Vous ne ferez d’ailleurs point inutile; vos
ouvrages continueront a nous éclairer, & indépen-
damment de vos talens, 'honnéte homme, le galant
homme, n’eft jamais inutile.

Il me refte a vous préfenter le tableau que vous
trouveriez. Vous aimiez ma maifon & mon jardin,
c’cft bien autre chofe a préfent. Au premier étage
qui donne furla defcente d'Ouchy, je me fuisarrangé
un appartement qui me fuffit, 7'ai une chambre de do-
meltique, deux fallons, & deux cabinets. J'ai au plein
pied de Ja terraffe, deux autres fallons dont P'un fert en
été de falle a manger, & l'autre de fallon de compa-
gnie. Jai fait un nouvel appartement de trois pieces
dans le vide entre la maifon & la remife, en forte que
j'ai a vous offrir tout le grand appartement, quicon-
fifte ac¢tucllement en onze pieces, tant grandes que
petites, tournéesau Levant & au IMidi, meublées fans
magnificence déplacée, mais avec une forte d’élégance
dont Jefpere que yous feriez fatisfait. La terraffe a
peu changé; mais elle eft terminée par un ‘grand ca-
binet mieux proportionné que le précédent, garnie
toutdu long, de caiffes d’'orangers, &c. La treille, qui
ne vous eft pas indifférente, a embelli, profpéré, &
regne prefqu’enticrement gufqu’au bout; parvenu a
ce bout, vous trouverez un petit chemin qui vous
conduira a une chaumiere placée dans un coin; &de
ce coin, en fuivant le long d’une autre route a 'An-
glaife, le murd’un manége. Vous trouverez au bout,
un chalet avec écurie, vacherie, petite porte, petit

S 3
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cabinet, petite bibliothéque, & une galerie de bois
doré, d'oli P'on voit tout ce quifort & entre en ville
par la porte du Chéne, & tout ce qui fe paffe dans ce
Faubourg. J'ai acquis la vigne au-deflous du jardin ;
J'en ai arraché tout ¢e qui étoit devant la maifon; jen
al fait ua tapis vert, arrofé par l'cau du jet d’ean; &
J'ai fait tout autour de ce petit parc, une promenade
tres variée par les difiérens points de vue & les objets
méme intérieurs, tantdt jardin potager, tantot par-
terre, tantét vigne, tantdt prés, puis chalet, chau.
miere, petite montagne ; bref, les étrangers viennent
le voir & l'admirent, & malgré la defcription pom-
peufe que je vous en fais, vous en ferez content.

N. B. Jai planté une quantité d’excellens arbres

fruitiers.

Venonsamoi; vous comprenez bien que jai vieilli,
excepté pour la fenfibilité; je fuis 3 la mode, mes
nerfs font attaqués; je fuis plus mélancolique, mais
je v’ai pas plus d’bumeur; vous ne fouffrirez de mes
maux que tout au plus négativement. Enfemble, &
féparés par nos logemens, nousjouirons vis-a vis I'un
de l'autre, de la plus grande liberté. Nous prendrons
une gouvernante douce & entendue, plutot par com-
modité que par néceflité; car je me chargerois fans
crainte de la furintendance. Jai fait vn ménage de
quitre, pendant quelque temps; j’ai fait le mien, & j'ai
remarqué que cela march8it tout fenl, quand c’¢toit
une foisen train. Les petites gens qui n'ont que ce
mérite, font grand bruit pour rien. Mon jardin nous
fourniraavec abondance de bons fruis & d’excellens
1égumes. Pourlerelte dela table & de la dépenfe do-
meflique, je ne demanderais pas mieux que de voug
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recevoir chez moi, comme Vous m’avez recu chez.
ais nos fituations font différentes a cctaé‘\xard 3
vous étiez plus ruiné, je vous l'offrirois
&je devrois le faire ; mais avec les rentes
que vous aviez, quand j'étois chez vous, en les fup:
pofant méme diminuées, vous vivrez tres agreables
ment i Laufanne. Enfin a cet égard nous nous ar-
rangerons, comme il vous fera le plus agréable, & en
pmportion denos revenus. Toujours ferez vous ainfi,
% ce que jefpere plus décemment & plus confortable-

vous; m
cependant fi
fans doute,

ment, quE vous ne feriez par tout ailleurs au méme
prix.

Quant ala fociété, quoique infiniment agréable, je
commence ce chapitre par vous dire que j'éviterois
de vousy inviter, fi vous étiez entierement défceuvré;
les jours font longs alors, & laiffent bien du vide;
mais homme de lettres, comme vous étes, jc ne cons
nois point de fociété qui vous convienne mieux,
Nous aurons autour de nous un cercle comme il ferait
impoffible d’en trouver ailleurs dans un auffi petit
efpace, Madame de Corcelles, Mademoifelle Sulenss
& M. de Montolieu (Madame eft morte), Meflrs.
Polier & leurs femmes, Madame de Severy, M. & Ma-
dame de Naffau, Mademoifelle de Chandieu, Va-
dame de St. Cierge, & M. avec leurs deux filles jolies
& aimables, Mefdames de Croufaz, Polier, de Char-
siers, &c. font un fonds de bonne compagnie dont
on ne fe laffe point, & dont M. de Servan eft fx
content qu'il regrette tonjours d'étre obligé de re-
tourner dans fes terres, & ne refpire que pour s'étas
blir tout 3 fait & Laufanne. 1l paffa tout Ibiver de
1782 avec nous, &il fut, on ne peut plus, agréable-
Vous trouverez les meeurs changées en bien, & plus

S 4




264 LETTERS TO AND FROM

" conformes & nos ages, & 4 nos caraéres; peude gran.
des affemblées, de grands repas, mais beaucoup de
petits foupers, de petites affemblées, ot I'on fait ce
quion veut, ol I'on caufe, lit, &c. & dont on écarte
avec foin les facheux detoute efpece. 11 y ale Di-
manche une fociété ou tout ce qu'il y ad’un peu dif;
tingué en étrangéres & etrangers, elt invité,  Cela
fait desallemblées de 40 50 perfonnes, ot I'on voit |
ce quon ne voit gueres le refte de la femaine,
& ces efpéces de rout font quelquefois plaifir. Nous
fommes fort dégotités des étrangers, furtout des
jeunes gens, & nous les écartons avec {oin, de nos
petits comités, 4 moins qu'ils n’ayent du mérite; ou
quelques talens. A cet égard un de nos petits tras
vers, c’elt'engouement ; mais vousen profiterez, mon
cher Monfieur, comme Edward Gibbon, & comme
mon ami; vous ferez d’abord 'homme 3 la mode, &
je vois d’ici que vous foutiendrez fort bien ce role,
fans vous en facher, diit-on un peu vous furfaire. 7e
Jens que twme flattes, mais tu me Jais plaifir, eft peut-. r
étre le meilleur vers de Deftouches. Voila donc |
Thiver; Tétude le matin, quelques converfations,
quand vous ferez fatigué, avec quelque homme de
Iettres, ou amateur, ou du moins qui aura vu quelque
chofe, a I'heurequ’il vous plaira un diner, point de
fermier général, mais 'honnéte épicurien avec un
au deux amis quand vous voudrez; puis quelques
vifites, une foirée, fouvent un fouper. Quant a I'été,
v votre mani ere d’aimer la campagne, on diroit que
ma remife a été faite pour vous; pendant que vous
VQus§ y promenerez en fénntcur, je ferai fouvent en
bon payfan Suiffe, devant mon chalet, ou dans ma
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chaumitre ; puis nous nous rencontrerons tout 4 coup,
& tachtrons de nous remettre au niveau l'un de
Vautre. Nous fermerons nos portes a Iordinaire,
excepté aux étrangers qui paffent leur chemin, mais
quand nous voudrfms, nous y aurons tous ceux,
que nous aimerons a y voir: car on ne demande pas
micux que d’y'venir fe réjouir. Jai eu, un beau
jour d’Avril ce printemps, un déjetiner, qui m’a cotité
:111c](111cs louis, ou il y avait plus de 40 perfonnes,
je ne fais combien de petites tables, une bonne mu.
fique au milien du verger, & une quantité de jeunes
& jolies perfonnes danfant des branles, & formant
deschiffres en cadence; jai vu bien des fétes, j'en
ai peu vu de plus jolies. Quand mon parc vous
ennuyera, nous aurons, ou nous louerons enfemble
(& ce fera ainfi un plaifir peu cher) un cabriolet
léger, avec deux chevaux gentils, & nous irons vifi-
ter nos amis difper{és dans les campagnes, qui nous
recevront a bras ouverts. Vous en ferez content de
nos campagnes ; tOUjours en proportion vous com-
prencz, & vous trouverez en général un heureux
changement pour les agrémens de la fociété, & une
forte de recherche fimple, mais élégante. Les ber-
geres du printemps, excepté IVladame de Vanberg,
ne font fans doute plus préfentables, mais il y en a
d’autres aflez gentilles, & quoiqu’elles ne foyent pas
en bien grand nombre, il y en aura toujours affez
pour vous, mon cher Monficur. Peu a peu mon
imagination m’a emporté, & mon ftyle s’égaye, com=
me celanous arrivait quelquefois dans pos chiteaux
en Efpagoe. 1l eft bien temps de finir cetarticle, réfu.
mons nous plus férieufement,
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Si vous exécutez le plan que vous avez imaginé,
jaimerois méme & dire que vous embraffez, furtout
d’aprés ce que vous marquez vous méme, Si je ne
confuliais que mon caur & ma raifon, je romprois fur
le_champ cette indigne chaine, &c. Eh! que voulez
vous confulter, i ce n’eft votre ceeur & votre raifon ?
Si, dis-je, vous exécutez ce plan, vous retrouverez
une liberté & une indépendance, que vous n'auriez
jamais du pcr(h'c & dont vous méritez de jouir, une
aifance qul ne vous coiitera qu'un voyage de qud-
ques jours, une tranquillité que vous ne pouves z avoir
> londlcs, & enfin un ami qui na peut étre pas
été un Jour fans penfer 2 vous, & qui malgré fes
défauts, fes foibleffes & fon infériorité, elt encore
un des compagnons qui_vous convient le mieux.

Il me refte & vous apprendre pourquoi je vous
réponds fi tard: vous favez déja actucllement que
ce n’elt pas manque d’amitié¢ & de zele pour la chofe ;
mais votre lettre m'a été renvoyée de Laufanne ici,
a Strafbourg, & je n’ai paflé qu'une pofte fans y
répondre, ce qui n’eft pas trop, vous I'avouerez, pour
un p.'u'cil bavardage.. Je fuis parti de Laufanne
1a veille de Paques pour venir voir un M. Bourcard
de Bafle. fort de mes amis ; il eft ici aupres du Comte
de Caglioftro, pour profiter de fes remedes. Vous
aurez entendu parler peut étre de cet homme ex-
traordinaire A tous égards. Comme jai été affez
malade tout lhiver, je profiteaufli de {fes remedes;
mais comme le temps du féjour du Comte ici n’elt
rien moins que fur, le mieux fera que vous m’écriviez
¢ M D. chez M. Bourcard du Kirfhgarten, a Bafle.

Vous comprenez combien a tous égards, il eft
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néceffaire de m’écrire fans perte de tems, defque
vous aurez pris une réfolution,  Adieu, mon cher
ami.

Ne CLII,

M. GizBON a M, DEYVERDUN,

!r reg ois votre lettre du 10 Juin, le 21 de ce mois.
Au]omd hui Mardi 24th, ]c mets la main ala plumc
{ comme dit M. Eréron) pour y répondre, quoique
ma miflive ne puiffe partir par arrangement des
poftes, que Vendredi prochain, 27 du courant. O
merveille, de la grace efficace ! Elle n’agit pas moins
pui"ﬁlmmcnt {fur vous, & moyennant le fecours tous
Jours prét, & toujours prompt de nos couriers, un
mois nous fuffit pourla demande & laré ponﬁ, Je
remercie mille fois le génie de 'amitié, quim’a pouflé,
apres mille efforts inutiles, asvous écrire enfin au
moment le plus critique &le plus favorable. Jamais
démarche n’a répondu f{i parfaitement a tous mes
veeux & a toutes mes efpérances. Je comptois fans
doute fur la durée & la vérité de vos fentimens;
mais j'ignorois ( telle eft la foibleffe humaine ) jufqu’a
quel point ils avoient pu étre attié¢dis par le temps &
Téloignement; & je favois encore moins 1'état actuel
de votre fanté, de votre fortune & de vos liaifons,
qui auroient pu oppofer tant d’obftacles a notre réu-
nion. Vous m’écrivez, vous m’aimez toujours; vous
défirez avec ztle, avec ardeur, de réalifer nos anciens
prothS; vous le pouvez, vous le voulez ; vous m’of=
frez des 'automne votre maifon, & quelle maifon! vo-
tre terrafle, &quclle terraflfe! votre fociété, & quelle
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fcoiété! L'arrangement nous convient i tous les deux 3
jeretrouye a la foisle compagnon de ma jeunefle, un
fage confeiller, & un peintre qui fait repréfenter & exa-
gérer méme les objets les plus rians. Ces exagérations
me font pour le moins autant de plaifir, que la fimple
vérité, Si votre portrait étoit tout a fait reffemblant,
ces agrémens n'exifteroient que hors de nous mémes,
& jaime encore mieux les trouver dans la vivacité
de veotre ceur & de votre imagination.  Ce neft
pas que je ne reconnoiffe un grand fond de vérité
dans le tableau de Laufanne; je connois le lieu de
la fcene, je me tranfporte en idée fur notre teriaffe,
je vois ces coteaux, ce lac, ces montagnes, onvrages
favoris de la nature, & je congois fans peine les em-
belliffemens que votre gotuts'eft plud’y ajouter. Je
me rappelle depuis vingt ou trente ans les meeurs,
Pefprit, I'aifance de la fociété, & je comprends que
ce véritable ton de la bonne compagnie fe perpétue
& s'épure de pere en fils, ou plutot de mere en fille;
car il m’a toujours paru qu'a Laufanne, aufli bien
quen France, les femmes font tres fupérieures aux
hommes. Dans un pareil féjour, je craindrois la
diffipation bien plus que 'ennui, & le tourbillon de
Laufanne étonneroit un philofophe accoutumé, de-
puis tant d'années & la tranquillité de Londres.

Vous étes trop inftruit pour regarder ce propos,
comme une mauvaife plaifanterie ; c’eft dans les dé-
troits qu'on eft entrainé par la rapidité des courans :
il n’y en a point en pleine mer. Defqu'on ne re-
cherche plus les plaifirs bruyants, & qu'on s’affranchit
volontiers des devoirs pénibles, la liberté d'un fimple
Panjuuiﬁiu fe fortifie parl’im menfit¢ de Ja ville, Quant



4 moil'applicationa mon gm,ndguvragc Phabitude, &
larécompence du [1'21\’.1.Il, m’ont rc:ndu plus Rudieux,
plus fédentaire, plus ami dela retraite. La chambre des
communes & les gr:md diners exigent beaucm!p de
temps; &la tempérance d’un I'.L"[)B’i‘/\.l'lglOlS, Vous per-
met de gotiter de cing ou fix vins différens, & vous oy-
donne de boire une bouteille de claret apres le défert.
Mais enfin je ne foupe jamais, je me couche de
bonne heure, je recois peu de vifites, les matinées
font longues, les étés font libres, & defque je ferme
ma porte, je fuis oublié¢ du IVlonde entier. Dans
une fociété plus bornée & plusamicale les démarches
font publiques, les droits font réciproques, 'on dine
de bonne heure, on fe gotite trop pour ne pas pafler
Papres-midi enfemble; on foupe, on veille, & les
plaifirs de la foirée ne laiffent pas de déranger e
repos dela nuit, & le travail dulendemain.  Quel
elt cependant le réfultat de ces plaintes? c’eft feule-
ment que la mariée eft trop belle, & que jofe me
fervir de 'excufe honnéte de la fanté & du privilége
d’un homme de lettres; il ne tiendra qu’a moi de
modérer un peu I'exceés de mes jouiffances. Pour cet
engouement quevous m'annorcez, &qui a toujours
été le défaut des peuples les plus fpirituels, je I'ai
déja éprouvé fur un plus grand théatre. Il y a fix
ans que 'ami de [Vladame Necker fut récu a Paris,
comme celui de George Deyverdun pourroit I'étre
a Laufanne, Je ne connois rien de plus flatteur
que cet accueil favorable d’un public poli & éclairé.
Mais cette faveur, fi douce pour I'étranger, n'eft-
elle pas un peu dangereufe pour Ihabitant expofé
a voir flétrir fes lauriers, par fa faute oy par lincon.
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ftance de fes juges? Non; on fe foutient tonjours,
peut-étre pas précifément, au méme point d’¢lévation.
A l'abri de trois gros volumes in quarto en langue
étrangere, encore ce qui n'eft pasiun petit avantage,
je conlerverai toujours la réputation littéraire, & cette
réputation donnera du relief aux qualités fociales,
{i Pon trouve I'biftorien fans travers, fans affe@ation
& fans prétentions. Jeferai donc charmé & content
de votre fociété, & yaurois pu dire en deux niots,
ce que j'ai bavardé en deux pages; maisil y a tant
de plaifir a bavarder avec un ami! car enfin je pofsede
a Laufanne un véritableami; & les fimples connoif-
fances remplaceront fans beaucoup de peine,tout ce
qui s'appelle liaifon, & méme amitié, dans ce vafle
défert de Londres.  IMais au ‘monient ou j'écris,
jevois de tous cotés une foule d'objets dont Ia perte
fera bien plus difficile a réparer.” Vous connoiffiez
ma bibliothéque; mais je fuis en état de vous rendre
le propos de’/ votre maifon c'efl bien autre chofe a
cette heure ; formée peu.aspeu, mais avec beaucoup de
foin & de dépenfe, elle peut fe nommer aujourd’huiun
beau cabinet de particulier. Non content de remplic
arangs redoublés la meillure picce qui lui étoit def-
tinée, elle s'elt débordée dans la chambre fur Ia
rue, dans votre ancienne chambre a coucher, dans
la mienne, dags tous les recoins dela maifon de Ben.
tinck-fireet, & julques dans une chaumicre que je me
fuis donnée a Hampton-CGourt.
Jai mille courtifans rangés autour de moi :

-

Maretraite eft mon Louyre & J.y commande en roi,

Le fonds eft de la meilleure compagnie Greeque ,
Latine, Italienne, Francoife, & Angloife, & les

=1
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auteurs les moins chers a ’homme de gotit, des ecclé-
fialtiques, des [’,_Vzantins', des Orientaux, font les
plus néceffaires A I'hiftorien de la décadence & de ia
chute, &c. Vous ne fentez que trop bien le défagré.
ment de laiffer , & I'impoflibilité de tranfporter cing
ou fix milles volumes, d’autant plus que le ciel n’a
pas voulu faire de I Suiffe, un pays maritime. Cepen-
dant mon zele pour'la réuflite de nos projets com-
‘muns, me fait imaginer que ces obftacles pourront
sapplanir , & que je puis adoucir ou fupporter ces
privations douloureufes. Les bons auteurs claffiques,
la bibliothéque des nations, fe retrouvent dans tous
les pays. Laufanne n’eft pas dépourvu de livres, ni
de politefle, & j’ai dans 'efprit qu’on pourroit acquérir
pour un certain temps, quelque bibliothéque d'un
vieillard ou d’'un mineur dont la famille ne voudroit
pas fe défaire enticrement. Quant aux outils de mon
travail, nous commencerons par examiner I'état de
nos richeffes; apres quoi il faudroit faire un petit
calcul du prix , du poids & de la rareté de chaque
ouvrage, pour jugcr de ce qulil feroit néceffaire de
tranfporter de Londres, & de ce qu’on acheteroit plus
commodément en Suiffe; & I'égard de ces frais, on
devroit les envifager comme les avances d'une manu-
fature tranfplantée en pays étranger, & dont on
efpere retirer dans la fuite un profit raifonnable. Mal-
heureufement votre bibliothéque publique, en y
ajoutant méme celle de IVI. de Bochat, eft affez
pitcufc; mais celles de Berne & de Bafle font tres-
nombreufes, & je compterois affez furla bonhommie
Helvétique , pour efpérer que, moyennant des re-
commandations & des cautions, il me feroit permis
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d’entirerles livres dont 'aurois effenticllement befoin.
Vous étes tres- bien placé pour prendre les informa-
tions, & pour fixer les démarches convenables ; mais
vous voyez du moins combien je me retourne dé
tous les cotés, pour efquiver la difficulté la plus
formidable.

Venons a préfent 2 des objets moins relevés , mais
tres-importans al'exiftence & au bien-étrede I'animal,
lelogement, les domeftiques, & la table. Pour mon
appartement particulier, une chambre 4 coucher ,
avec un grand cabinet & une antichambre , auroient
fuffi 4 tous mes befoins; mais {1 vous pouvez vous
en paffer, je me promenerai avec plaifir dans l'immer-
fit¢ de vos onze pieces, qui saccommoderont fans
doute aux heures & aux f{aifons différentes. L'article
des domeltiques renferme une aflez forte difficulté,
fur laquelle je dois vous confulter. Vous connoiffez,
& vous eftimez Caplin mon valet de chambre, maitre
d’hotel, &c. qui a été nourri dans notre maifon, &
qui comptoit y finir fes jours. Depuis votre départ,
{es talens & fes vertus fe font développés.de plus en
plus, & je le confidére bien moins fur le pied d’uri
domeftique,, que fur celui d'un ami. IMalheureufea
ment il ne fait que 'Anglois, & jamais il n'apprendra
de langue étrangere. Il m’accompagna, il yafix
ans, dans mon voyage & Paris, mais il rapporta
fidellement & Londres toute l'ignorance, & tous les
préjugés d'unbon patriote. A Laufanne il me cotiteroit
beaucoup, & A I'exception du fervice perfonnel, il
ne nous feroit qued@'une tres-petite utilité. Cependant
j€ fupportcrois volontiers cette dépenfe , mais je fuls
tres- perfuadé que, {i fon attachement le portoita me

fuivre ,
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fuivre, il gennuyeroit & mourir dans un pays ot tout
lui feroit étranger & défagréable. Ilfaudroit donc me
détacher d’'un homme dont je connois le zele, la
fidélité, rompre tout d'_un coup de petites habitudes
qui font liées avec le b}cn étre journalier & momen.
tané, & fe réfoudre alul fu‘b(hcuer_un vifage nouvean,
peut étre un mauvais fujet, toujours quelque aven-
turier Suiffe pris furle pavé de Londres. Vousrappelez
vous un certain George Suiffe qui a fait autrefois
avec moi, le voyage de France & d'lwalie ? Je le
crois marié & établi & - aufanne; §'il vit encore, fi
vous pouvez 'engagera fe rendre ici, pour merame-
ner en Suiffe, la compagnie d'un bon & ancien fervie
teur ne laifferoit pas d'adoucir lachute , &l relteroit
peut étre aupres de moi, jufqu’a ce que nous euflions
choifi un jeune homme du pays , adroit, modefte &
bien élevé, A qui je ferois un parti avantageux. Les
autres domeltiques, gouvernantes, lnquais , cui-
finitre, &c. fe prennent & fe renvoyent fans difliculté.
Un article bien plusimportant, c’eft notre table, car
enfin nous ne fommes pas af{ez hermites , pour nous
contenter des légumes & des fruits de votre jardin,
tout excellens qu'ils font; maisje n’ai prefque rien a
ajouter a ’honnéteté de vos propos, qui me donnent
beaucoup plus de plaifir que de furprife. Si je me
trouvois fans fortune, au lieu de rougir des bienfaits
de I'amitié, jaccepterois vos offres aufli fimplement
que vous les faites. Mais nous ne fommes pas réduits
A ce point, & vous comprenez affez qu'une décon-
fiture Angloife laiffe encore une fortune fort décente
au Pays de Vaud, & pour vous dire quelque chofe
de plus précis, je dépenferois fans peme & {ans in-

Vor. II.
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convénient cinq ou {ix cents louis. Vous connoiffez
de réfultat aufli bien que les détails d’'un ménage ; en
fuppofmt une pctlte table de deux philofophes Epi-
curiens, quatre, cing, ou fix domeftiques, des
amis affez fouvent, des repas affez rarement; beau-
coup defenfualité, & pen de luxe, & combien eftimez
vous en gros la dépenfe d’'un mois & d’une année 2
Le partage que vous avez déja fait, me paroit des
plus raifonnables; vous me logez, & je vous nourris.
A votre calcul, j'ajouterois mon entretien pcrfonne]
habits, plaifirs, gages de domeftiques, &c. & je
vcrrons d’une maniere affez nette , 1 enfemble de mon
petit établilfement.

Apres avoir effuyé tant de détails minuticux, le
cher lecteur s'imagine fans doute que la réfolution de
me fixer pendant quelque temps aux bords du Lac
Léman, eft parfaitement décidée. Hélas! rien n'eft
moins vrai; maisje me {uis livré au charme délicieux
de compter, de fonder, de palper ce bonheur, dont
JC fens tout le prix, quieftama portée, & auquel
jaurai peut-étre la bé ufc de renoncer. Vous avez

raifon de croire, mais vous ignorez jufqu’a quel
point vous 'avez, que ma carriere politique a été
plus femée d’épines que de rofes. Eh! quel objet,
quel mortel, pourroit me confoler de 'ennui des
affaires, & de lahonte de la dépendance? ZLa gloire?
Comme homme de lettres, j'en jouis, comme oratenr
je ne l'aurai jamais , & le nom des fimples foldats eft
oublié dans les victoires aufli bien que dansles défai-
tes. Ledevoir. Dans ces combats & 'av reugle, on les
chefs ne cherchent que leur avantage particulier, il
ya toujours a parier que les fub.xltcmes feront plus
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de mal que de bien. Z'attachement perfonnel? Les
miniltres font rarement dignes de Tinfpirer; jufqus
préfent Lord North n'a pas eu a fe plaindre de moi,
& i je me retire du Parlement, il lui fera trés - aifé d’y
fubRituer vn autre muet, tout aulli affidé que fon
ancien ferviteur. Je fuis intimement convaincu, &
par la raifon, & par le fentiment, qu'il o’y a point
de parti, qui me convienne aufli bien que de vivre
avec vous, & auptes de vous a Laufanne; & fi je
arviens a la place ( Commiffioner of tlie Excife or
Cuftoms) on je vife, il y aura toutes l¢s femaines cing
longues matinées, qui m'avertirontdelafolie de mon
choix. Vous vous trompez a la vérité a Pégard de
Iinftabilicé de ces_emplois; ils font prefques les feuls
qui ne fe reffentent jamais des révolutions du minif:
tére. Cependant f{i cette place s'offroit bientot, je
n’aurois pas le bon fens & lé courage de la refufer.
Quels autres confeillers veux - je prendre, {i non mon
ceeur & ma raifon ? Il eneft de puiffans & toujeurs
écoutés : les égards, la mauvaife honte, tous mes
amis, ou {oi difant tels, g¢crieront que je fuis un
homme perdu, rainé, un fou qui fe dérobe a fes
proteteurs, un mifanthrope qui s’exile au bout du
monde, & puis les exagérations fur tout ce quiferoit
fait én ma faveur, {i furement, ft promptement, f
libéralement. (Vlilord Sheffield opinera & me faire
interdire & enfermer ; mes deux tantes & ma belle
mere fe plaindront que je les quitte pour jamais; &c.
Etl'embarras de prendre mon bonnet de nuit, comme
difoit le fage Fontenelle, lorfqu'il n’étoit. queftion
que de fe coucher, combien de bonnets de nuit n@
me faudra-t-# pas prendre; & les prendre tout feul,
T 2
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car tout le monde, amis, parens, domeftiques, s'op=
pofera 2 ma fuite. Voila i la vérité des obftacles aflez
peu redoutables , & en les décrivant, je fens qu'ils
s'affoibliffent dans mon efprit. Grace A ce long bavar-
dage vous connoiffez mon intérieur, comme moi
méme, c’eft-2a-direaffezmal ; mais cette incertitude,
tres- amicale pour moi, feroit tres-facheufe pour
vous. Votre réponfe me parviendra vers la fin de
Juillet, & huit jours apres, je vous promets une
réplique nette & décifive: je pars ou je refle. Sije
pars, ce fera au'milicu de Septembre; je mangerai
lesraifins de votre treille, les premiers jours d’O&obre,
& vous aurez encore le temps de me charger de vos
commiffions. Ne me dites plus: Monficur, ¢ trés cher
ami ; le premier eft froid, le fecond eft fuperflu.

Ne CLIII.
M. DEYVERDUN ¢ M. GIBBON.

Mz voila un peu embarraffé actuellement ; je ne
dois vous appeler ni Monficur, ni ami. Eh bien?
vous faurez qu’étant parti Samedi de Strafbour
pendant queje venois ici, votre feconde lettre alloit-1a,
& qu'ainfi je regus votre troifieme, Dimanche, &
votre feconde , hier. La mention que vous y faifiez
du Suiffe George , dont je n'ai pu rien trouver dans
la premiére,, m'a fait comprendre qu'il y en avoit une
feconde, & jyai cru devoir attendre un courier, la
troifitme n’exigeant pas de réponfe,

Pour votre parole, permettez que je vous en dif-
penfe encore, & méme jufquan dernier jour, je
fens bien qu'un procédé contraire, yous conviene
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droit ; mais certes il ne me convient pas du tout,
Ceci, comme vous le dites, eft une efpece de mariage,
& penfez vous que malgré les engagemens les plus
folemnels, je n’euffe pas reconduit chez elle, du pied
des autels , la femme la plus aimable qui m'eut té.
moigné des regrets. Jamais je ne me confolerois, fi
je vous voyois mécontent dans lafuite , & dans le cas
de me faire des reproches. C’eft-A-vous a faire, fi

ous croyez neceffaire, des démarches de votre coté,
qui fortifient votre réfolution ; pour mot, je n'en
ferai point d’effentielles, jufqu’a ce que yaye recu
encore une lettre de vous. Apres ce petit préambule,
parlons toujours comme fi I'affaire étoit décidée, &
repaffons votre lettre. Tout ce que vous dites des
grandes & petites villes, eft tres.vrai, & votre com-
paraifon des détroits & de la pleine mer, eft on ne
peut pas plus jufte &agréable ; mais enfin , comme on
Jait fon lit, on fe couche, difoit Sancho Pancha d’agréa-
ble mémoire, & qui peut mieux faire fon lit a fa guife
qu'un étranger , qui, n‘ayant ni devoirs d’état ni de
fang & rewplir, peut vivre entierement ifolé, fans
que perfonne y puiffe trouver a redire ? Vloi-méme,
bourgeois & citoyen de la ville, je fuis prefqu’enticre-
ment libre. L’été, par example, je dételte dem’en-
fermer le foir dans des chambres chaudes, pour faire
une partie. Eh bien! on m’a perfécuté un peu la
premiére année; a préfent on me laiffe en repos. 1ly
aura fans doute quelque changement dans votre
manitre de vivre; mais il me femble qu'on fe fait
aifément 2 cela. Les diners, furtout. en femmes,
font tres. rares; les foupers peu grands; on refte
plutot pour étre enfemble, que pour manger, &

f e
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rluﬁeurc perfonnes ne s aﬂlycnt point. Je crois , tout
mmptc & rahattn , que voys aurez encore plus de
temps pour le cabinet qu ’a Londres; on fort peu le
matin, & mmnd nos amis communs viendront chez
inoi, & vous demanderant, je leur dirai; “ ce n eft

pas un oifif comme vous auntres, il travaille dans
% fon cabingt,” & ils (2 tairont refpe@ueunflement.

Pour les bibliothéques publiques , votre idée ne
pounoxt Jv penfc , {e réalifer pour up le&eur, ou
méme un écriyain ordinaire, mais un homme qui
Jnm un role dansla lcpubhquc des lettres, un homme
aimé & confidéré, trouvera, je mnm{:me bien des
facilités ; d’ailleurs, j'ai de bons amis a2 Berne, & jc
prendrai icides informatinns.

Paffons a la table. SijétoisaLaufanne, cetarticle
feroic plus fur, je pourrois revoir mes papiers, con=
{ulter; 7ai une chienne demémoire. A vue de pays
cela pourra aller de 30 a 30 Louis par mois, plus ou
moins, vous fentez, fuivant la friandife, & le plus
ot moins de convives IVlarquez moi dans votre
P.ULICIC combien vous colite le votre.

Je fens fort bien tous les bonnets de nuit: point de
gran(!c changemens fans embarras, méme {ans regrets;
vous ca aurez quelquefois fans doute : par exemple,
{i votre falle 2 manger, votre falle de compagnie,
font plus riantes, vous perdrez pour le vafe de la
bibliothéque. Pour ce qui eft des repréfentations,
des difcours au moins mutllu, il me femble que lo
mieux feroit de mafquer vos qmm!cs opérations , de
ne parler que d’une courfe, d’une vifite chez moi ,
de fix mois ou plus ou moins. Vous feriez bien, je
penfe, d'aller chez mon ami Louis lc*Hmr ; Celt
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un brave & honnéte homme, qui m’eft attaché, qui
aime notre pays; il vous donnera tout plein de bons
confeils avec zele, & vous gardera le fecret.

Vous aurez quelquefois a votre table un poéte ; —
oui, Monfieur, un poéte: — nous en avons un
enfin. Procurez vous un volume 8vo. Poéfies Helyéa
tiennes, imprimés Lannée paffée chez Mourer, a Laufanne.
Vous trouverez entr’autres dans 'épitre au jardinier
de Ia grotte, votre ami & votre parc. Toute la profe
eft de votre tres - humble ferviteur, qui défire qu'elle
trouve grace devant vous.

Le Comte de Caglioftro a fait un {¢jour a Londres.
On ne fait quiil eft, d’otiil eft, d’ou il tire fonargent ;
il exerce gratis fes talens pour la médecine ; il a fait
des cures admirables ; mais ceft d’ailleurs le compofé
le plus étrange. Yai ceffé de prendre fes remedes qui
m’échauffoient — Ihomme dailleurs me gatoit le
médecin. Je fuis revenn a Bafle avec mon ami. Adieu;
récrivez moi le plutoc poffible.

Ne CLIV.
M. GisBoN ¢ M. DEYVERDUN.
Hamrron Court, ce 1 Juillet 1783,

~A.Pm“‘.s avoir pris ma réfolution, Phonneur, & ce qui
vaut encore mieux l'amitié, me défendent de vous
laiffer un moment dans Uincercitude. J& PARS. Je vous
en donne ma parole , & comme je fuis bien aife de
me fortifier d’'un nouveau lien, je vous prie tres-{érieu-
fement de ne pas m’en difpenfer. Ma pofleflion, fans
doute , ne vaut pas celle de Julie; mais vous fvcl'CZ
plus inexorable que St. Preux. Je ne fens plus quune

ey
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vive impatience pour notre réunion. IVIais le mois
d'Odobreeft encore loin; 92 jours, & nous aurons
tout le temps de prendre, & de nous donner des éclairs
ciffemens dont nous avons befoin. Apres un mur
examen, je renonce au voyage de George Suiffe,
qui me paroitincertain, cher & difficile. Apres tout
mon valet de chambre & ma bibliothéque, font les
deux articles les plus embarraffans. Sije ne retenois
pas ma plume, je remplirois fans peine la feuille 3
mais il ne faut pas paffer du filence, aun babil intarif-
fable. Seulement fi je connois le Comte de Caglioftro,
cet homme extraordinaire , &c. Savez vous le Latin ?
oui, fans doute ; mais faites, comme {i je ne le favois
point. Quand retournez vous a Laufanne vous
méme ? Je penfe que vous y trouverez une petite
béte bien aimable , mais tant foit peu méchante, qui
fe nomme Milady Elizabeth Fofter; parlez lui de
moi, mais parlez en avec difcrétion; elle a des cox-
refpondances partout. Vale.
N° CLV.
EpwarDd Gisson Efquire to the Right Honourable

Lord SHEFFIELD.
July roth, 1783,

Yo v will read the following lines with more pati-
ence and attention than yOlJ‘woul(.i probably givetoa
balty conference, perpetually interrupted by the
opening of the door, and perhaps by the quicknefs
of our own tempers. I neither expec nordefire an an-
fwer on a fubject of extreme importance to myfelf,
but which friend(hip alone can render interefting to
you. We fhall foon meet at Shefficld,
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Ttisneedlefs to repeat thereflections which we have
fometimes debated together, and which I have often
ferioufly weighed in my filent folitary walks. Not-
withftanding your a&ive and ardent fpirit, you muft
allow that there is fome perplexity in my prefent fitua
ation, and that my future profpeds are diftant and
cloudy. Ihave lived too long in the world to enter-
taina very fanguine idea of the friendfhip or zeal of
minifterial patrons ; and we are all fenfible how much

the powers of patronage are reduced. * * P
£ * » 0 £ 0 % * * %
K B B % * * % * 2 %

At the end of the Parliament, orrather long before
that time, (for their lives are not worth a year’s pur-
chafe,) our Minifters are kicked down ftairs, and L
am left their difinterefted friend, to fight through
another oppofition, and to expect the fruits of an-
other revolution. ButI will take a more favorable
fuppofition, and conceive myfelfin fix months firm-
ly feated at the board of cultoms ; before the end of
the next fix months I fhould infallibly hang myfelf.
Tnftead of regretting my difappointment , I rejoicein
my efcape; as 1 am fatisfied that no falary could pay
me for the irkfomenefs of attendance , and the drud-
gery of bufinefs fo repugnant to my tafte, (and L will
dare to fay,) founworthy of my chara&ter. Without
looking forwards to the poflibility, {till more remote,
of exchanging that laborious office for a fmaller an-
nuity , there is furely another plan, more fimple, and
more pleafant ; a temporary retreat to a quiet and lefs
expenfive fcene. In a four years refidence at Laufanne,
1 fhould live within my income, fave, and even
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accumulate, my ready money ; finifh my Hiftory,an
objectof profit, as well as fame , expect the contin.
gencies of elderly lives, and return to England at the
age of fifty, to forma lalting independent eftablifh-
ment, without courting the {miles ofa Minifter, or
apprehending ¢he downfal of a party. Such have
been my ferious fober refle@ions. Yet I much quef
tion, whether I fhould have found courage to follow
my reafon and my inclination, if a friend had not
firetched his hand todraw me out of the dirt. The
twentieth of laft May I wrote to my friend Deyver-
dun, after along interval of filence, to expofe my
fituation , and to confultin what manner I might beft
arrange myfelfat Laufanne. From his anfwer, which
I received about a fortnight ago, 1 have the plea-
{ure to learn, that his heart and his houfe are both
open for my reception ;- that a family which he had
lodged for fome yearsisabout to leave him, and that
atno other time my company could have been fo ace
ceptable and convenient. I fhall Rep, atmy arrival,
into an excellent apartmentand a delightful fituation;
the fair divifion of our expenfes will render them very
moderate, and I fhall pafs my time with the com-
panion of my youth, whofe temper and ftudies haye
always been congenial to my own. Ihave given him
my word of honor tobe at Laufannein the beginning
of October, and no power or perfuafion can divert
me from this 1rREVOCABLE refolution, which Iam
overy day proceeding to execute.

L'wil, but I fcarcely hope, to convince you of
the propriety of my fcheme ; but at leaft you will al-
low , that when we are not able to prevent the follies
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of our friends, we (hould firive to render them as
eafy and harmlefs as poflible. The arrangement of
my’ honfe, furniture,and b“"kf will be left to meaner
hands, butitis to your zeal and judgment alone that [
can truft the more important difpofal of Lenborough
and * * * * ¥ On thefe {ubjects we may go intoa
committee at Shefficld Place, butyou know itis the
sule of a committee, not to hear any arguments
again(t the principle of the bill. At prefentl (hall only
obferve , that neither of thefe negociations ought to
detain me here; the former may be difpatched as well,
the latter much better, in my abfence. Vale.

N* CLVI.

Mr. GieBON ¢ M. DEYVERDUN.
SuEFFIELD-PLACE , le 31 Juillet 1783.
L 4

VOTRE papier s'eft furieufement rappetif¢ ; vous
avez {i bien retranché le fuperflu, que vous oubliez
Peflentiel, & ce n’elt que par des conjedtures fines &
favantes que, je dévine la date du temps & du lieu.
Quant amoi je {uis adtuellement au chateau de Milord
Shefficld, & quarante milles de Londres, ce qui ajoute
deuxjours pour larrivée & le départ du courier. Jere=
cois votre lettre (je ne fais du quantitme) le 30 Juil-
let de I'an de grace 1783, je réponds du 31 du dit mois
& deladite année. Le zele ne fe ralentit point pour la
confommation du grand ceuvre. Je fens votre procédé
délicat & généreux, & quoique je n’eufle pas été faché
de trouver dans votre fermeté, un appuia la mienne,
mon.inciination eft fi bien affermiefur la bafe inébran=
lable de Tinclination &de la raifon, quejene crains
plus les obflacles extéricurs ni intérieurs. Defque
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7ai ofé fixer mon départ, les nuages quile couvroient,
fefont évanouis; Icsnmnw"ngmaplanl(TO!t‘lltde\ant
mol, & les dragons qui sétoient préfentés fur ma
route, fe fontapprivoifés La femaine palfé, je frap-
paile grand coup parla caffation du bail de ma maifon,
de Bentinck-flreet; & apres le mois de Septembre, fi je
ne ¢ouche pas alLaufanne, je coucherai dans la rue.
Mes différens bonnets de nuit s’arrangent tous les
jours, avec beaucoup d’ordre & de fucilicé Lord
Sheffield Jui méme, ce terrible St. George, vrai
champion de I’Angleterre, s’eft rendu 4 mes raifons,
ou plutdt aux votres. Il eft charmé du tableau de
votre premiere lettre, & malgré l'activité de fon ame,
au lien de me condamner, il me porte envie; &
nous difputons (un peu en lair) fur le projet d’une
vifite quelui, fon aimable compagne & fa filleainée,
fe propofent de nous faire dans deux ans aux bords
du Lac Léman. Bie\u loin de combattre mon deffein,
il me conféille, il me feconde dans l'exécution, &
je n’aurai pas befoin de recourir aux lumieres de
votre ami Louis Teiffier, d’autant plus que pour
les menus détails de la correfpondence étrangere,
je trouve dans le libraire blmﬂy un confuller fage,
inftruit & difcret, ol B ST
* A T SRR * g ok ¥, Votre

calecul de la dépenfe de la mufon furpaffe,, non pas
abfolument mes moyens, mais un peu mes efpéran-
ces & mes conjectures. La confommation en Suiffe
n'eft point chargée d'impdts; le vin y coule com-
me I'cau de fontaine; votre jardin produit des fruits
& des légumes. Se peut-il que vingt ou trente louis
fe dépenfent tous les mois pour le pain, la viande,
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le bois, 1a chandelle , quelque peu de vin étranger,
les domeftiques dela cuifine, &c ? Je me flatte que
dans lincertitude, vous avez cavé au plus forc;
mais enfin tout ce détail fe réglera .lemlt nos goiits
& nos facultés; &un mois’ d’experience fera plus in.
fiructif que cent pages de raifonnemens. La comparai-
fon que vous me demandez de mon ménage de Lon-
dres, ne meneroit a rien. A la m:'lrur Jc ne tiens
pas maifon; je ne donne prefque Jamwh.x manger:
en hlvchc dine affez rarement d‘c7 moi ; je ne 11 upe
jamais; & une partie aflez confidérable de la dépe n(e
(celle des clubs & deszavernes ) n'entre point dans
le compte de la maifon. Ma nourriture domeflique
n’excede pas toutefois votre calcul Laufannois; mais
je fens la différence entre le petit couvert trifte &
mefquin d'un gargon , & la table honnéte & hof.
pitaliere de deux amis, qui auront d'autres amis, &c.
Votre idée de malquer mes grands opérations eft
de la plus profonde politiquc; mais les déclarations,
& méme les démarches qui feront néceffaires pour
me retirer de la Chambre des Communes, décla-
reront un peu trop tot I'étendue de mes projets.
Cependant on peut tirer quelque parti de cette hon-
néte diffimulation, pour calmerun peu les fcrupules,
& les regrets des dames agées que vous connoiffez,
& que vous ne connoiffez pas. Mais le moyen e
plus efficace pour arréter, ou pour ne pas écouter
les mauvais difcours, c'eft de s’y dérober par une
prompte fuite, & dépuis que ma ‘réfolution a été
prife, je compte les jours & les momens. Le 1o du
mois prochain je retournerai 2 Londres, ot je tra-
vaillerai vivement 2 préparer ce grand changement
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d’etat. J'attends tous les jours la réponfe de Madame
Gibbon, aqui jai taiché de perfuader-qu'une entre.
vue de trois on quatre jours a Bath, feroit moins
douce quamere atous les deux. Sielle fe rend, ou
fait femblant de fe rendre & mes raifons, je compte
que tout fera fini la premiere, ou du moins la feconde
femaine de Septembre, & comme je couperai droit
par la Champagne, & la Franche Comté, je pour-
rois fort bien me trouver a Laufanne vers le 20 ou
le 25 de ce mois la, fuppofé toujours que cette
promptitude vous convienne,, que votre maifon fera
libre, & que vous y ferez rendu vous méme. Ja-
vois quelque idée de me détourner par Strafbourg,
de vous prendre a Bafle, & de paffer avec vous
par Berne, &c. mais, tout bien confidéré, jaime
micux abréger le grand voyage & réferver cette
promenade (fi nous avions envie de la faire) pour
une faifon plus tranquille. Jattends votre réponfe
dans une trentaine de jours; mais fans I'attendre je
vous écrirai de Londres, pour contiouer le fil de
Thiftoire, & peut étre pour vous charger de quel-
ques achats de livres, qui fe feront plus commodé-
ment & Balle qu’a Lavfanne. Vous ne me donnez
point de commiffions. Cependant ce pays n’eft pas
fans induftrie. Milord & Milady Sheffield vousem-=
braffent trésamicalement. Ce fera pour mois la perte
Ja plus fenfible.
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N°* CLVIL

EpwARD GIBBON Efguire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD,

Monday , Auguft 18th, 1783,

IN the prepamrion of my journey I have not felt
any circumftance more deeply than the kind con-
cérn of Lady Sheflield and the filent grief of Vrs.
Porten, Yet the age of my friends makes a very
effential difference. I can fcarcely hope ever to fee
my auntagain; but I flatter myfelf, thatin lefs than
two years, my fifler will make me a vifit, and that
in lefs than four, I fhall return it with a cheerful
heart at Sheffield-Place. Bufinefs advances; this
morning my books were fhipped for Rouen, and
will reach Laufanne almoft as foon as myfelf. On
Thurfday morning the bulk of the library moves
froni Bentinck - ftreet to Downing- ftreet. [ fhall
efcape from the noife to Hampton Court, and {pend
three or four days in taking leave. I want to know
your precife motions, whatday you arrive in town,
whether you vifit Lord * * * * * % x pe.
fore the races, &c..1am now impatient to be gone,
and fhall only wait for a laft interview with you.
Your medley of judges, advocates, politicians, &c.
is rather wfeful than pleafant. Town is a valt fo-
litude, Adicu.
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N° CLVIIL
The Same to the Same.
BENTINCK - STREET, Avguft zoth, 1783,

I AM now concluding one of the moft unplealant
days of my life. Will the day of our meeting again
be accompanied with proportionable fatisfaction ?
The bufinefs of preparation will ferve to agitate
and diverc my thoughts; but I do not like your
brooding over melancholy ideas in your folitude,
and I heartily wifh that both you and my dear Lady
S. would immediately go over and pafs a weekat
Brighton. Such is our imperfect nature , that diffi-
pation is a far more efficacious remedy than re-
fle¢tion. At all events, let me hear from you foon.
I have paffed the evening at home, without gain-
ing any intelligence.
N° CLIX.
M. DEYVERDUN ¢ M. GiBBON.
Dr NrucuateL le 20 Aofit 1783,

1o y long tems que je n'ai été aum.,n.aécgntent de
moi que je le fuis dans ce mon.mnt”; Jai fait ,[‘)ar 1'é.
wvénement une grandc étourderie ; Jalmanqué aceux
ent, & A celui qui vient me joindre;

ui me quitt
q q VI %, % s -

enfin je me fuis tres mal coxladtlllit. 2
qui loge chez moi, me paroiffoit fi difpofé & quit-
ter ma maifon, quand je partis au printemps , que
ne deoutant pas qu'il ne trouvat a s'arranger pendant
tout I'été, je laregardois déja d'avance comme va-
cante. Le plaifir extréme que javoisa vous I'offrir,
n'a pas peucontribué a foutenir cette illufion ; enfin
n'entendant
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n’entendant parler ccpendnn_t de rien, je luiai écrit;
aprés avoir requil y a fix jours votre derniére, &
il vient de me répondre qu’il n'a ri.en trouvé encore,
mais quil n’épargnera ni {oins ni dépenfes, pour
déloger, je ne lui ai au refte point marqué de quoi
il étoit queftion; maisje I'ai prié¢ de me dire & quelle
époque il croyoit que ma maifon pourroit étre vas
cante. Je lui récrirai demain, car il me paroit qu'il
elt piqué, & quel je le connois, malgré ce que je
pourrai Jui marquer, il fera fort emprell¢ a décam=
per; mais malgré cela, il ne faut plus compter fur
la maifon entiere pour votre arrivée.

Je vous demande mille pardons, mon cher ami,
je me mets & votre merci; & en vérité {i vous me
voyiez en ce moment, vous auriez pitié de moi,
Que nous refte - t-il & faire 2 car enfin il ne faut pas
perdre la téte. Jai un appartement de deux chams
bres fans lit, & deux petits cabinets, ol vous pour~
riez étre pafflablement; en attendant que la maifon.
fac tout a fait libre; le tout eft a plein pied dela
terrafle, je me procurerois un logement au bout de
mon jardin, & nous pourrions nous faire apporter
A manger, chofe pratiquée par nombre de Grands
Seigneurs, entr’autres par Monfeigneur le Margrave
d’'Anfpach. 2. Ou bien louer un appartement
garni que nous occuperons enfemble. Ou enfin 3.
paller I'hiver dans quelle autre ville du Continent
qu'il vous plaira choifir, ou jirai vous joindre &
vous porter mes excufes. Une réflexion que je fais
dans ce moment ci , & quime confole un peu, c’elt
que dans votre premitre lettre, votre réfolution ne
tenoit point & ma maifon, ni méme i I'idée de'loger

Vor, 1L v
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& vivre avec moi. Ce fecond article aura toujours
licu, s'il vous convient, & le premier ne fera que
différé; ainfi appaifez vous, mon cher ami, par-
donnez moi, & écrivez, moi tout de fuite lequel
de ces partis vous convient le micux , pour que je
m’y conforme; ou fi vous en imaginez un nouveau,
annoncez le moi. Une reflexion qui contribue encore
A me confoler, c’eft que pendantle temps que nous
camperons ainfi en quelque maniére, nous aurons
le temps de bien voir] autour de mous, & de nous
arranger a notre] aife, d'une maniére ftable & com.
mode pour notre établiffement. ‘Encore une fois
cependant, mon cher ami, mille pardons:

Milord Sheffield s’eft montré plus raifonnable que
je ne Paurais cruj diantre! n'allez pas dire cela 2
fa feigneurie; mais dites.lui, je vous prie, com-
bien me plait lefpoir d’avoir I'honneur de le con-
noitre; je vois encore d'ici fon beau parc & le
¢harmant ruiffean. Son {uffrage dans des circonftan«
ces qui doivent fans doute ‘le prévenir contre moi,
me fait le plus grand plaifir , parceque je le regarde
comme une bien forte preuve que vous prenez un
parti convenable & votre bonheur. Des commiflions,
je ne faurais trop que vous dire dans ce moment ;
comme vous avez une maifon montée, voyez s'il
n'y auroit pasdes chofes Anglaifes auxquelles vous
étes accoutumé, & qui - vous feroient plaifir, on
en pourroit remplir une caiffe. Un fervice de: cette
porcelaine de Bath, par exemple, nous convien-
droit, ce me femble, affez.

Une de mes craintes maintenant, c'eft que cette
fettre ne vous parvienne peut étre point avant votre
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départ, celi ferait trés ficheux. Toujours aurai-je
foin de me trouver & Lanfanne, au moins versle
milien du mois prochain. Des couriers, comme
celui que vous amenez , font ordinairement de yrais
domeltiques de Grands Seigneurs , chers & impor-
tans: mais vous les connoitrez en route:. Ne foyez
pas trop faché contre moi, du contretemps que je
vous annonce , & penfez qu’il y a enfin un appar-
tement honnéte de garcon, ma terraffe, mon jardin
& votre ami, qui ne peavent vous: manquer —
Tout a vous,
D.

Ne¢' CLX, i

Epwarp Gisron Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

Friday, Auguft 22d, 1783,

I 4t aftoniMed with your apparition and flight,
and am at a lofs to conjecture the mighty and fudden
bufinels of * * * * shich could not be delayed
till next week. Timeo * * * * their felfifh cun-
ning, and your fanguine unfulpedting fpirit. Not
dreaming of your arrival, I thought it neceffary to
apprize you, that I delayed Hampton to this day;
on Monday I fhall return, and will expect you Tuef-
day evening, either}in Bentinck or Downing-lreet,
as you like beft. You have feen the piles of learn-
ing accumulated in your parlour; the tranfportas
tion will be achieved to-day, and Bentinck-ftreetis
already reduced to a light, ignorant habitation, which
V 2




202 LETTERS TO AND FROM

I fhall inhabit till about the firft of September four
days muft be allowed for clearing and packing;
thefe I fhall {fpend in Downing-ftreet and after fee-
ing you a moment on your return, I fhall ftart about
Saturday the fixth. London is a defert, and life,
without books, bufinefs, or fociety, will be fome«
what tedious. From this ftate, you will judge that
your plan coincides very well, only 1 think you
fhould give me the whole of Wednefday in Ben.
tinck-ftreet.  'With regard to Bufhy, perhaps as a
compliment to Lord L. you had better defer it till
your return. I admire Gregory Way, and fhould
envy him, if I did not poffefs' a difpofition fome-
what fimilar to his own. My Lady will be repofed,
and reftored at Brighton; the torrent of Lords,
Judges, &c. a proper remedy for you, was a medi-
cine ill-fuited to her conftitution. I zenderly em.

brace her.
Ne CLXI,

TowarDp GissoN Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lady SHEFFIELD.

MY DEAR FRIEND, BENTINCE-STREET, Aug.3oth, 1783,

FoRthe names of Sheffelina, &c. aretoo play-
ful for the ferious temper of my mind. In the whole
period of my life I do not recollect a day in which
1 felt more unpleafant fenfations, than that on which
1 took my leave of Shefficld-Place. I forgot my
friend Deyverdun, and the fair profpe& of quiet
and happinels which awaits me at Laufanne. 1loft
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fight of our almoft cértain meeting at’the end of a
term, which, at our'age, cannot appear very dif-
tant; nor could [ amufe my uneafinefs with the hopes,
the more doubtful profpect, of your vifit to Switzer-
land. The agitation of preparing every thing for
my departure has, in fome degree, diverted thefe
melancholy thoughts; Yet I ftill look forwards to
the decifive day (to-morrow fe'nnight) with an an-
xiety of which yourfelf and Lord S. have the prin-
cipal fhare.

Surely never any thing was fo unlucky as the
unfeafonable death of Sir John Ruffel on his paffage
to his friend at Sheffield-Place, which fo ftrongly re-
minded us of the inftability of human life and hu.
man expectations. The inundation of the affizes
muft have diftreffled and overpowered you; but I
hope and I wifh to hear from yourfelf, that the air
of your favorite Brighton, the bathing, and the
quiet fociety of two or three friends have compofed
and revived your fpirits. Prefent my love to Sa-
rah, and compliments to Mifs Carter, &c. Give mea
fpeedy and fatisfactory line. Iam moft truly yours.

Ne CLXII,

Epwarp Gisson Efguire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD,

Dow.mN'c-S'rm:r.T, September 8th, 1783.

AS we are not unconfcious of each other’s feel-
ings, 1 fhall only fay, that I am glad you did not
go alone into Suffex; an American rebel to difpute

Vg
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with gives a diverfion to uneafy fpirits, and
heartily wifbed for fuch a friend or adverfary du.
ring the remainder of the day. No letter from Dey-
verdun; the poftis arrived, but two Flanders mails
are due, Eolus does not feem to approve of my
defigns, and there is little merit in waiting till Fri.
day. 1fhould wait with more reluctance, did I think
there was much chance of fuccefs. I dine with Crau.
furd, and if any thing is decided, will fend an ex.
lTJ\OF‘“n“ry gazette. You have obliged me beyond
expreflion, by your kindnefs to aunt Kitty; fhe
will drink her afternoon tea at Sheflield next Fri-
day. For my fake Lady S. will be kind to the old
lady, who will not be troublefome, and will vanifh
at the firft idea of Brighton. Has not that falubri-
ous air already produced fome effects? Peace will
be proclaimed to-morrow; odd! as war was never
declared. The buyers of ‘ftock feem as indifferent
as yourfelf about the definitive treaty. Tell Maria,
that though you had forgotten the Annales de la
Vertu, 1 have direéted them to be fent, but know
nothing of their plan or merit. Adieu. When you
fee my Lady, fay every thing tender and friendly
to her. 1 did not know how much 1 loved her,
She may dépend upon my keepinga feparate, though
not perhaps a very frequent account with her. A4
propos, 1 think aunt Kitty has a fecret wifh to {leep
in my room; if it is not occupied, fhe might be
indulged. Once more, adicu.
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Ne CILXII,

M. GisBON d@ M. DEYVERDUN.

DowNING=3TREET @ LONDRES, le g, Septembre 1983,

SELON ma diligence ordinaire je'répondisle 31 Juil-
1et a votre lettre fans date regue le jour auparavant,
Je voyois couler le mois d’Aotit, fortement perfuadé
qu'il ne s'acheveroit point, fans m’apporter votre
wltimatum,  Nous voici au’'g Septembre, quarante
jours depuis ma miffive, & je n'ai point encore de
vos nouvelles! Il eft vrai que des vents contraires
nous retiennent deux malles de Flandres, & vos de-
péches peuvent & doivent s’y trouver. Mais fi elles
nem’apportent rien de votre part, je ferai trés étonné
& pas moins embarraffé. ' Se peut-il que vos lettres,
ou les miennes fe foient égarées en chemin? étes
vous mort? étes vous malade? avez vouschangé
davis? eft-il furvenu des difficultés ? Je vous ai ¢erie
de nouveau le 19 Aofit; mais l'incertitude de mes
craintes me fait encore hazarder ce billet. Apres
des travaux inouis, jai enfin brifé tous mes liens, &
dépuis ma réfolution, je n’ai paseuun inftant de re-
grets; ma vive impatience fe fortifie tous les jours,
& dépuis que jai abandonné ma maifon & ma bi-
bliothéque, l'ennui a prété des ailes a Pefpérance & 2
Pamiti¢. Enfin javois fixé mon départ au com-
mencement de la femaine; a cette heure it eft ren-
voyé a Vendredi prochain, 12 de ce mois, dans la
fuppofition toujours d’'une lettre de votre part, car
je ne faurois entreprendre ma courfe, fans écre affurd
k V 4
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de la réception qui m’attend au bout. Je me ferai
toujours précéder par un mot de billet ; mais la faj-
fon eft tellement orageufe, qu'il me fera impofiible
darréter le jour de mon arrivée  Laufannes jufqu’y
ce que je me voye en {ureté au-dela de fa mer. Adieu.
Vous devez étre de retour 4 Laufanne, Annoncez
mol aux enfans des mes anciennes connoiffances.

NECEXTY,

Epwarp GissoN Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD,

Thurf{day, September 11th, 1783y

F
Tm-: fcheme (which you may impart to my Lady)
is completely vanifhed, and I fupport the difappoint.
ment with heroig patience, * * * * * ¥ ooes down
to Chatfworth to-morrow,and * * * does not recoms=
mend my waiting for the event ; yet the appointment
is not yet declared, and I am ignorant of the name
and m erits of my fucceflsful competitor. Is it not
wonderful that I am {ill in fufpenfe, without a let-
ter from Deyverdun ? No, it is not wonderful, fince
no Flanders mail is arrived: to-morrow three will
be due. Iam therefore in a miferable ftate of doubg
and anxiety ; in a much better houfe indeed than
my own, but without books, or bufinefs, or {ocie.
ty. I fend or call two or three times each day to
Elmfly’s, and can only fay that I fhall fly the next
day, Saturday, Sunday, &c. after I have got my
guietus.  Aunt Kitty was delighted with my Lady’s
letter; at her age, and in her fituation, every kind

LLCLS
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attention is pleafant. I took my leave this morn-
ing; as I did not wifh torepeat the fcene, and thought
the would be better at Sheffield, I fuffer her to go
to-morrow. Your difcretion will communicate or
with-hold any tidings of my departure or delay as
you judge moft expedient. Chriftie writes to you
this poft; he talks, in his rhetorical way, of many
purchafers. Do you approve of his fixing a day
for the anction? To us he talked of an indefinite
advertifement. No news, except that we keep
Negapatnam. The other day the French Ambaf-
fador mentioned that the Emprefs of Ruffia, a pre-
cious ——, had propofed to ratify the principles
of the armed neutrality, by a definitive treaty; but
that the French, obliging creatures ! had declared,
that they would neither propofe nor accept an arti-
cle fo difagreeable to England.  Grey Elliot was
pleafed with your attention, and fays you are a per-
fe@ mafter of the fubje& **. Adieu. If I could be
fure that no mail would arrive to-morrow, I would
run down with my aunt. = My heart is not lighe.
I embrace my Lady with true aftection, but I need
not repeat it,

Ne° CLXV.

Epwarp Gisson Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD,

Downinc-sTREET, Friday, September 12th, 1783,

S‘VCE my departure is near, and inevitable, you
and Lady S. will be rather forry than glad to hear
that I am detained, day after day, by the capricc
of the winds. Three Flanders mails are now
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due. I know not how.to move without the final
letter from Deyverdun, whichl expedted afortnight
ago, and my fancy (perfectly unreafonable) begins
to create ftrange fantoms. A flate of fufpenfe is
painfal, but it will be alleviated by the fhort notes
which I mean to write, and hope to receive every
poft. A feparation has fome advantages, though
they are purchafed with bitter pangs; among them
is the plealure of knowing how dear we are to our
friends, and how dear they are to us. It will be
akind office to footh aunt Kitty’s forrows, and “to
rock the cradle of declining age.” She will be vexed
to hear that I am not yet gone; but fhe is reafon-
able and cheesful.  Adien, Moft truly yours.

Ne CLXVL

The Same to the Same,

DownNING-sTREET, Saturday, September 13th, 1783,

ENFIN labombe a crevé. — The three Flanders mails
are arrived this day, but without any letters from
Deyverdun. Moft incomprehenfible! After many
adverfe reflections, I have finally refolved to begin
my journey on Monday; a heavy journey, with
much apprehenfion, and much regret. Yet I con-
fider, firft, That if he is alive and well, (an unpleas
fant if;) fcarcely any event can have happened to
difappoint our mutual wifhes ; and, 2dly, That, fup-
pofing the very worft, even' that worlt would not
overthrow my general plan of living abroad, though
it would derange my hopes of a quict and delightful

o)
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eftablifhment with my friend.  Upon the whole,
without giving way to melancholy fears, my reafon
conjectures that his indolence thought it fuperfluous
to write any more, that it was my bufinefs to act
and move, and his duty to {it flill and receive me
with open arms. At lealt he is well informed of
my operations, as I wrote to him ({ince his laft)
July thirty-firlt, from Sheffield-Place; Auvguit nine-
teenth ; and this week, September ninth. The two
firt have already reached him,

As I fhall not arrive at, or depart from, Dover
till. Tuefday night, (alas! I may be confined there
a week,) you will have an opportunity, by dif-
patching a parcel per poft to Elmfly’s, to catch the
Monday’s poft. Let us improve thefe laft fhort
moments: 1 want to hear how poor Kitty behaves.
I am really impatient to be gone. It is provoking
to be fo near, yet {o far from, certain perfons. Lon.
denis a defert. I dine to-morrow with the Paynes,
who pafs through. Lord Loughborough was
not returned from Buxton yefterday. Sir Henry
Clinton found me out this morning: he talks with
rapture of vifits to be made at Sheffield, and returned
to Brighton I envy him thofe vifits more than the
ved ribon, Adieu.

Ne CLXVII,

Epwarp GisBoN ]‘:'[/]z.'irc to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

Dover, Wednefiey, 17th September, 1783,

o ! 1 } 1
ten o ClOCk 1 the Ul()l‘lllllg.

i. HE belt laws are ufelefs without proper guar.
dians, Your letter per Sunday’s poft is not arrived
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{as its fate is uncertain and irrevocable, you muft
repeat any material article,) but that per Monday's
polt reached me laft night. Oliver is more info-
lent than his great-grandfather; but you will cope
with one, and would not be much afraid of the other.
Laft night the wind was fo high, that the veffel could
not ftir from the harbour; this day it is brifk and
fair.  We are flattered with the hope of making Ca-
lais harbour by the fame tide, in three hours and a
half; but any delay will leave the difagreeable option
of a tottering boat or a toffing night. What a curfed
thing to live in an ifland, this ftep is more awkward
than the whole journey! The triumvirate of this
memorable embarkation will confift of the grand
Gibbon, Henry Laurence Efquire, Préfident of Con-
grefs, and IMr. Secretary, Colonel, Admiral, Philo-
fopher, Thompfon, attended by three horfes, who
are not the moft agreeable fellow-paffengers. 1f we
furvive, I will finifh and feal my letter at Calais.
Our falvation fhall be afcribed to the prayers of my
Lady and Aunt; for I do believe they both pray.
Bouroc NE,.T}mr{day Morning, Ten o’clock.
Inftead of Calais, the wind has driven us to Boy-
logne, where welanded in the evening without much
noife and difficulty. The night is paffed, the cuf-
tomhoufe is difpatched, the poft horfes are or-
dered, and I fhall ftarc about eleven o’clock. I
had not the leaft fymptan of fea-ficknefs, while my
companions were {pewing round me, Laurence has
read the pamphlet®’, and thinks it has done much
miflchief. A good fign! Adicy. The Captain is
impatient. I (hall reach Laufanne by the end of
next week, but may probably write on the road.
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N¢ CLXVIIIL.

Epwarp GisBoN Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFILLD,

LANGRES, September 23d, 1783

LBT the geographical Maria place before you the
map of France, and trace my progrefs as far as this
place, through the following ‘towns: Boulogne,
(where I was forced to land,) St. Omer, (where I
recovered my road) Aire, Bethune, Douay, Cam.
bray, St. Quentin, La Fere, Laon, Rheims, Chalons,
St. Dizier, and Langres, where I have juft finifhed
my fupper. The inns, in general, are more agree-
able to the palate, than to the fight or fmell. But,
with fome fhort exceptions of time and place, I
have enjoyed good weather and good roads, and at
the end of the ninth day, I feel fo little fatigued, that
the journey appears no more than a pleafant airing.
1 have generally converfed with Homer and Lord
Clarendon, often with Caplin and Muff**; fome-
times with the French poftillions, of the above-men-
tioned animals the leaft rational. To-morrow I lie
at Befangon, and according to the arrangement of
polt or hired horles, (hall either fup at Laufanne
on Friday, or dine there Saturday. I feel fome {uf.
penfe and uneafinefs with regard to Deyverdun;
but in the fcale both of reafon and conftitution, my
hopes preponderate very much above. my fears.
From Laufanne I will immediately write, 1embrace
my lady. If aunc Kitty’s gratitude and good-breed.
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L]
ing bave not driven her away upon the firlt whif-
per of Brighton, fhe will fhare this intelligence; if
fhe is gone, a line from you would be humane and
atttentive. Monfieur, les Cheveaus [eront préts acing
heures. Adien. I am going into an excellent bed,
about fix feet high from the ground.

Ne¢ CLXIX

Epward Gins6N Efquire to ih: Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELT.

Lavusanne, September 3oth; 1783,

I ARR\VED fafe in harbour laft Saturday, the 27th
inftant, about ten o’clock in the morning; but as
the poft only goes out twice a week, it was notin
my power to write before this day. Except one
day, between Langtes and l)mn\rm which was la-
borious enough, 1 finifhed my eafy and gentle air-
ing without any fatigue, cither of mind or body.
1 found Deyverdun well and happy, but much more
happy at the fight of afriend, and the aﬂcnmphfh.
ment of a ichcm? which he had fo long and impa-
tiently defired. His garden, terrace, and park, have
even exceeded the moft fanguine of my expecta-
tions and remembrances; and you yourfelf cannot
have forgotten the charming profpect of the like,
the mountains, and the declivity of the Pays de
Vaud. But as human life is perpatually chequered
with good and evil, Lhave found fome difappoint-
ments on my arrival. The eafy nature of Deyver-
dun, his indolence, and his impatience, had prompted
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him to teckon too pofitively that this houfe
would be vacant at Michaelmas ; fome uaforefeen
difficulties have arifen, or have been difcovered
when it was already too late, and the confummation
of our hopes (I am much afraid) poftponed to
next f{pring. At firlt I was knocked down by the
unexpected thunder-bolt, but I bave gradually been
reconciled to my fate, and have granted a free and
gracious pardon to my friend. As his own aparta
ment, which afforded me a temporary fhelter is much
too narrow for a fettled refidence, we hired for the
wiater, a convenient ready furnifhed apartmentin
the nearelt part of the Rue de Bourg, whofe back-
door leads in three fteps to the terrace and garden,
asoften as a tolerable day fhall temptus to enjoytheir
beauties; and this arrangement has even its advan-
tage, of giving us time to deliberate and provide
before we venture on a larger and more regular
eftablithment.  But this is not the fum of my misfor-
tunes; hear, and pity! The day after my arrival
(Sunday ) we had juft finifhed a very temperate din-
ner, and intended to begin a round of vifits on foot,
chapeau fous le bras, when, moft unfortunately, Dey.
verdun propofed to fhow me fomething in the court;
we boldly and {uccefsfully afcended a flight of ftone-
fteps, but in the defcent I miffed my footing, and
ftrained, or {prained my, ancle in a painful manner.
My old Jatent enemy, (I do not mean the Devil,)
who is always on the watch, has made an ungene-
rous ufe of his advantage, and I much fear that my
arrival at Laufanne will be marked with a fit of
the gout though it is quite unneceflary that the in-
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telligence or fufpicion fhould find its way to Bath.
Yelterday afternoon I lay, or at lealt fat, in ftate
to receive vifits, and at the fame moment my room
was filled with four different nations, The loudeft
of thefe nations was the fingle voice of the Abbé
Raynal, who, like your friend, has chofen this place
for the afylum of freedom and hiftory. His conver-
fation, which might be very agieeable, is intolera-
bly loud, peremptory, and infolent; and you would
imagine that he alone was the monarch and legif-
lator of the world. Adieu. I embrace my Lady,
and the infants. With regard to the important tranf-
actions for which you are conftituted plenipoten.
tiary, 1 expect with fome impatience, but with per-
fect confidence, the refult of your labors. You may
remember what I mentioned of my converfation
with * * * % % about the place of Minifter at
Bern: Ihave talked it over with Deyverdun, who
does not diflike the idea, provided this place was
allowed to be my villa, during at leaft two-thirds of
the year; but for my part, [ am fure that * * * * #*
are worth more than minifterial friendfhip and gra.
titude; fo I am inclined to think, that they are
preferable to.an office which would be procured
with difficulty, enjoyed with conftraint and expenfe,
and loft, perhaps, next April, in the annpal reve.
lutions of our domeftic Goyvernment, Again adien,

N8
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N° CLXX.

EnpwARD GinsoN Zfguire to the Right Honorable Lady
SHEFFIELD.

LausaNNE, October, 28th, 1583,

T progrels of my gout isin general fo regular,
and there 1s fo much upiformity in the Hiftory of
its Decline and Fall, that I have hitherto indulged
my lazinefs, without much (hame or remotfe, without
fuppofing that you would be very anxious for my
fafety , which has been fufficiently provided for by
the triple care of my friend Deyverdun, my humbler
friend Caplin, and a very converfable phyfician,
(not the famous Tiffot,) whofe ordinary fee is ten
batz, about fifteen pence Englith. After the ufual
increafe and decreafe of the member (for it has been
confined to the injured part) the gout has retired in
good order, and the remains of weaknefs, which ob-
liged me to move on the rugged pavement of Lau.
fanne with a ftick, or rather fmall crutch, are to be
afcribed to the fprain, which might have been a much
more ferious bufinels. Aslhave now fpent a month
at Laufanne, you will inquire with much curiofity,
more kindnels, and mixture of fpite and malignity,
how far the place hasanfwered my expecations, and
whether [ do not repent ofa refolution which has ap-
peared fo rafh and ridiculous to my ambitious friends?
T'o this queftion, however natural and reafonable,
| ﬂ)all._not return an immediate anfwer, for two
realons: 1. I have not yet made a fair wrial. The
difappointment and delay with regard to Deyver=
dun’s houfe, will confine us this winter to lodgings,
Vor, 1L X
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rather convenient than fpacious or pleafant. Iam
only beginning to recover my ftrength and libercy,
and to look db(lJL n perfons JHLI Lhmh.\, the greate(t
part of thofe perfons are in the country taken up
with their vintage; my books are not yet arrived,
and, in fhort, I cannot look upon myfelf as fettled in
that comfortable way which you and I underftand
and rehfh. Yet the weathet has been heavenly,
and till this time, the end of O&ober, we enjoy the
brightoefs of the fun, and fomewhat gently complain
of itsimmoderate heat.' 2. If I fhould be too fanguine
in explaiving my fatisfation in what I have done,
you would afcribe that fatisfaction to the novelty
of the fcene, and the inconftancy of man; and [
deemit far more fafe and prudent to poftpone any
pofitive declaration, till I am placed by experience
beyond the danger of repentance and recantation.
Yet of one thing Tam fure, that I poffefs in this coun-
try, as well as in England, the belt cordial of life , a
fincere, tender, and fenfible friend, adorned with
the moft valuable and pleafant qualities both of the
beart and-head. The inferior enjoyments of leifure
and fociety are likewife in my power; and in the fhort
excurfions which I have hitherto made, I have coms
menced orrenewed my acquaintance with a certain
number of perfons, more efpecially women, (who,
at lealtin France and this country, are undnubtcdlv
fuperior to our prouder fex,) of rational minds and
elegant manners. I breakfaft a]onc, and have dcc]mcd
that I receive no vifits in a morning, which you will
eafily fuppofe s devoted to ftudy. I find it impoflible,
without inconvenience, to defer my dinner beyond
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two o’clock. We have got a very good woman
cook. Deyverdun, who 1s fomewhat of an Epicyrean
philofopher, nndcr‘ﬂnn.ds the management of 3 table,
and we frequently 1ovite a gueft or two to [hare our
luxurions, but not extravagant repafts. The after-
noons are (nnd will be much more fo liarcnhcr)
devoged to fociety , and I fhall find it neceffary to
play at cards much oftener than in London: but I
do not diflike that-way of paffing a couple of hours,
and I (ball not be ruined at fhilling whift. As yet I
have not fupped, butin the courfe of winter [ muft
fometimes facrifice an evening abroad, and in ex-
change 1 hope fometimes to fteal a day at home,

i 1 ] - * *
without going into company * *
D3 * * X * * * * * x

1 have all this time been talking to Lord Sheffield; I
hope that he has difpatched my affairs, and it would
give me pleafure to hear thatl am no longer member
for Lymington, nor Lord of Lenborough. Adieu. I
feel every day that the diftance fervesonly to make
me think with more tendernefs of the perfons whom
1 love.

N° CLXXI.
EpwaARrD GiBroN Zfquire to the Right Honorable

Lord SHEFFIELD.
LausanNE, November 14th, 1783.

LAST Tueflday, November eleventh, after plaguing:

and vexing yourlelf all the morning, about fome

bulinels of your fertile creation, you went to the

Houfe of Commons, and palled the afternoon, the
X’
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evening,and perhaps the night, without {leep or food,
ftifled in a clofe room by the heated refpiration of
fix hundred politicans, inflamed by party and paflion,
and tired of the repetition of dull nonfenfe, which, in
that illuftrious affembly, fo far outweighs the propor-
tion of reafon and eloquence. On the fame day, after
a ftudious morning, a friendly dinner, and a cheerful
affembly of both fexes, I retired to reft at eleven
o'clock, fatisfied with the paflt day, and certain that
the next would afford me the return of the fame quiet
and rational enjoyments. Which hasthe better bargain @
Serioufly, Iam every hour more grateful to my own
judgment and refolutien, and only regret that I fo
long delayed the execution ofa favorite plan, which
I am convinced is the beft adapted to my character
and inclinations. Your conjecture of the revolutions
of my face, when I heard that the houfe was for this
winter inacceflible, is probable, butfalfe. Ibore my
difappointment with the temper of a fage, and only
ufe it to render the profpect of next year ftill more
plealing to my imagination. You are likewife mif-
taken, in imputing my fall to the awkwardnefs of my
limbs. The fame accident might have happened to
Slingfby himfelf, or toany /ero of the age, the moft
diftinguifhed for his bodily activity. 1 have now
refumed my entire ftrength, and walk with caution,
yet with fpeed and fafety, through the ftreets of this
mountainous city. After a month of the fineft autumn
Ieverfaw, the bife ** made me feel my old acquaint-
ance ; the weather is now milder, and this prefent
day is dark and rainy, not much better than what
you probably enjoy inEngland., The town is coms
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paratively empty, but the Nobleffe are returning
every day from their chateaux, and I already per-
ceive that I fhall have more reafon to complain of
diflipation than of dulnefs. Asltold Lady S. I am
afraid of being too rafh and hafty in expreffing my
fatisfaction ; but I muft again repeat, that appear-
ances are extremely favorable. I am fenfible that
general praife conveys no diftinct ideas, but it is very
difficult to enter into particulars where the individu.-
alsare unknown, orindifferent to our correfpondent.
You have forgotten the o/d generation, and in
twenty yearsa new one is grown up. Death has
fwept many from the world, and chance or choice
has brought many to this place. If you inquire after
your old acquaintance Catherine, you muft be told,
that fhe is folitary, ugly , blind, and univerfally
forgotten. Your later flame, and our common god.
defs, the Eliza, paffed a month at the inn. She came
to confult Tiffot, and was acquainted wich Cerjat.
And now to bufinefs. % * ¥ * %
* * % * * * * ¥ * *
With regard to meaner cafes, thefe are two, which
you can and will undertake. 1. As I have notre-
nounced my country, I fhould he glad to hear of
your parliamentary fquabbles, which may be done
with fmall trouble and expenfe. Afteran interefing
debate, my Lady in due time may cut the fpeeches
from Woodfall. Y ou will write or dictate any curious
anecdote, and the whole, inclofed in a letter, may be
difpatched to Laufanne. 2. A fet of Wedgewood
china, which we talked of in London, and which
would be moft acceptable here. Asyou have afore
X3
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ofa tafte. I leave to your own choice the color and
the patterh; but as 1 have theinclination and means
to live very handfomely /ere, 1 defire that the fize
and number of things may be adequate to a plentiful
table. 1f you fee Lotd North, affure him of my
gratitude; had he been a more fuccefsful friend, I
{hould now be drudging at the Board of Cuftoms,
or vexed with bufinefs in the amiable fociety of —.
To Lord Loughborough prefent an affeionate fenti-
ment ; [ am [atisfied of his intention to ferve me, ifI
had notbeen in fuch a fidget. Iamfure you will not
fail, while you are in town, to vifit and comfort
poor aunt Kitty. I wrote to heron my firft arrival ,
and fhe may be affured that I will not neglect her.
To my Lady I fay nothing; we have now our private
correfpondence, into which the eye of a hufhand
thould not be permitted to intrude.  1am really fatis-
fied with the fuccefs of the pamphlet **; not only
becaufe I have a fneaking kindnefs for the author,
butas it (hows me that plain fenfe, full information,
and warm fpirit, are ftill acceptable in the world.
You talk of Lanfanneas a place of retirement, yet,
from the fituation and freedom of the Pays de Vaud,
all nations, and all cxtraordinary characters, are afto-
nifhed to meet each other. The Abbé Raynal, the
grand Gibbon, and Mercier, author of the Zubleau de
Paris have beenin the fame room The other day the
Prince and Princefs de Ligne the Duke and Duchefs
d'Urlel. &ec. came from Bruffels on purpofe (literally
true) to acta comedy at ¥ * ¥ * x *, in the country,
He was dying, and conld not appear; but we had
comedy, ball, and fupper. Theevent feems to have
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sevived him; for that.great man is fallen from his
ancient glory , and his neareft relations refufe to fee
him. Itold you of poor Catherine’s deplorable ftate;
but Madame de Mefery, at the age of fixty.nine, 'is
ftill handfome. Adieu.

Ne CXXLII
EpwarDp GIBBON Efguire to the Right Honorable

Lord SHEFFIELD.
LausanNE, December 20th, 1783,

] uave received both your epiftles; and as any
excufe will ferve a man who is at the fame time
very bufy and very idle, I patiently expected the
fecond, before I entertained any thoughts of anfwer-
ing the firlt.  * * * * * * *
BV TR i e T * * * * ¥
1 therefore conclude, that on every principle of
common fenfe, before this moment youra(ﬂive zeal
has already expelled me from the houfe, to which,
without regret, I bid an everlafting farewel. The
agreeable hour of five o'clock in the morning, at
which you commonly retire, does not tend torevive
my attachment ; butifyou add the foft hours ofyour
morning Committee *’, in the difcullion of taxes,
cuftoms, frauds, fmugglers, &c. [ think I fhould
beg to be releafed and quietly fent to the gallies,
as a place of leifure and freedom. Yet | do not
depart from my general principles of toleration.
Some animals are made to live in the water, others
on the earth, many in the air, and fome, as it is
now believed, even in fire. Your prefeit burry of
Parliamént I perfe@tly underftand ; when oppofition

make the attack.
X 4
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—Hore

Momento cita mors venit, aut vicloria letas
But when the Minifter brings forward any ftrong
and decifive meafure, he at length prevails ; but his
progrefsis retarded ac every ftep, and in every ftage
of the bill, by a pertinacious, though unfuccefsful,
minority. I am not forry to hear of the fplendor of
Fox; I am proud, in a foreign country, of his fame
and abilities, and our little animofities are extin-
guifhed by my retreat from the Englith ftage. - With
regard to the fubRance of the bufinefs, 1 fcarcely
know what to think : the vices of the Company **,
both in their perfons and their conftitution, were
manifold and manifeflt; the danger was imminent,
and fuch an empire, with thirty millions of fubjedts,
wasnot to be loft for trifles. Yet, on the other hand,
the faith of charters, the rights of property ! 1 hefitate
and tremble. Such an innovation would at leaft
require that the remedy fhould be as certain as the
evil, and the proprietors may perhapsinfinuate, that
they were as competent guardians of their own affairs,
as.eithers R eEiahyor @ X daesion=a Their a&ting
withouta falary, feems childifh, and their not being
removable by the Crown, is a ftrange and danger.
ous precedent. Butenough of politics, which I now
begin to view through a thin, cold, diftant cloud, yet
not without a reafonable degree of curiofity and
p.’nriotifm\. From the papers (efpecially when you
add an occafional flice of the Chronicle) I fhall be
amply ‘informed of facts and debates. From youl
exped the caufes, rather than the events, the true
fprings of action, and thofe intereffing anecdotes

Y



3
Y

EDWARD GIBBON Efquire. 313

which feldom afcend the garret of a Fleet-ftreet
editor. You fay that many friends (alias acquaintance)
have cxprched curiofity and concern; I fhould not
wifh to be immediately forgotten. That others (you
once mentioned Gerard Hamilton) condemn Govern-
ment, for{uffering the departure of aman who might
have done them fome credit and fome fervice, perhaps
as much as* * * * * himfelf. To you, in the con-
fidence of friendfip, and without either pride or
refentment, 1 will fairly own that 1 am fomewhat of
Gerard’s opinion; and if I did not compare it with
the reft of his character, Ifhould be aftonifhed that
* % % * % {uffered me to depart, without even a
civil anfwer to my letter. Were I capable of hating
a man, whom it is not eafy to hate, I fhould find
myfelf amply revenged by * * * *. But the happy
fouls in Paradife are fufceptible only of love and
pity, and though Laufante is not a Paradife, more -
efpecially in winter, 1 do affure you, in fober profe,
that it has hitherto fulfilled, and even furpaffed, my
warmeft expectation, Yetl often caft alook toward
Sheffield-Place, where you now repofe, if you can
repofe, during the Chriftmas recefs. Embrace my
Lady, the young Baronefs, and the gentle Louifa,
and infinuate to your filent Confort, that feparate
letters require feparate anfwers. Had I an air balloon,
the great topic of modern converfatién, I would call
vpon you till the meeting of Parliament,  Vate.
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Ne CLXXIII.
Epwarp GiBroN Efguire to Mrs. PORTEN,

DEAR MADAM, LausanNNE, December z7th, 1483,

%
’l H E unfortunate are loud and loquacious in their
complaints, but real happinels 1s content with its
own filent enjoyment; and if that happinefs is of a
quiet, uniform kind, we fuffer days and weeks to
elapfe without communicating our fenfations to a
diftant friend, By you, therefore, whofe temper
and underftanding have extracted from human life on
every occafion the beft and moft comfortable ingre.
dients , my filence will always be interpreted as an
evidence of content, and you would only be alarmed
{the danger is notat hand ) by the too frequent repe-
tition of my letters. Perhaps I fhould have continued
to flumber, I don’tknowhow long, had I not been
awakened by the anxiety which you exprefs in your
Talbeletersq 207 0 oy B ol T A Ml B

From this bafe fubjeét I afcend to one which more
ferioufly and ftrongly engages your thoughts, the
confideration of my health and happinefs. And youn
will give me credit when I affure you with fincerity,
that I have notrepented a fingle moment of the ftep
which 1 have taken , and thatI only regret the not
having executed the fame defign two, orfive, or
even ten yearsago. By this time I mighthave return-
ed independant and rich to my native country ; I
fhould have efcaped many difagrecable events that
have happened in the meanwhile, and I fhould have
avoided the parliamentary life, which experience

Ny
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has proved to be neither fuitable to my temper , nor
conducive tomy fortune. Infpeaking ofthehappinefs
which I eénjoy, you will agree with me, in giving
the preference to a fincere and fenfible friend; and
though you cannot difcern the full extent of his merig,
you L\vill eafily belieye that Deyverdun is the man.
Perhaps two perfons fo perfectly fitted to live to-
oether, werenever formed by Nature and edacation.
:‘Vc have bothread and feena great variety of objects ;
the lights and fhades of our different characters are
Imppilry blended , and a friendhip of thirty years has
taught us to enjoy our mutual advantages, and to
fupport our unavoidable imperfections. In love and
marriage, fome harfh founds will fometimes interrupt
the harmony, and in the courfe of time, like our
ncighbours, we mult expec@ fome difagreeable mo-
ments ; but confidence and freedom are the two
pillars of our union, and [ am much miftaken, ifthe
building be not folid and comfortable. One difap-
pointment 1 have indeed experienced, and patiently
fupported. The family who were fettled in Deyver-
dun’s houfe ftarted fome unexpedted difficulties, and
will not leave it till the fpring; fo that you muftnot
yet expect any poetical, or even hiftorical , defcrip-
tion of the'beauties of my habitation. During the dull
months of winter we are fatistied with a very com-
fortable apartment in the middle of the town, and
even derive fome advantage from this delay; as it
gives us time to arrange fome plans of alteration and
furniture , which will embellifh our future and more
elegant dwelling. In this feafon I rife (not at four
in the morning) but a little before eight; at nine, I
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am called from my {tudy to breakfalt, which I always
perform alone, in the Englifh ftyle , and, with the
aid of Caplin, I perceive no difference between
Laufanne and Bentinck-ftreet. Our mornings are
ufually paffed in feparate {tudies ; we neverapproach
each other’s door without a previous meffage, or
thrice knocking, and my apartment is already facred
and formidable to ftrangers. I drefs at half palt one,
and at two (an early hour, to which I am not per-
fectly reconciled,) we it down to dinner. We have
hired a female cook, well-(killed in her profeffion,
and accuftomed to the tafte of every nation; as for
inftance, we had excellent mince - pies yefterday.
After dinner, and the departure of our company,
one, two, or three friends, we read together fome
amufing book, or play at chefs, orretire to our rooms,
or make vifits, or go to the coffee - houfe. Between
fixand feven the affemblies begin, and Tam opprefled
only with their number and variety. Whift, at {hil-
lings or half - crowns, is the game I generally play,
and I play three rubbers with pleafure. Between nine
and ten we withdraw to our bread and cheefe , and
friendly converfe, which fends us to bed at eleven;
but thefe fober hours are too often interrupted by
private or numerous fuppers, which I bhave not the
courage to refift, though I practife alaudable abfi.
nence at the beft furnifhed tables. Such is the fkeleton
of my life; it is impoflible to communicate a perfe&
idea of the vital and fubRantial parts, the characers
of the menand women with whom I bave very eafily
cannected myfelfin loofer and clofer bonds , accord-
ing to their inclination and my own. If I do not
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deceive myfelf and if Deyverdundoes not flatter me,
1 am already a general favorite; and as our likings
and diflikes are commonly mutual, I am equally
fatisfied with the freedom and elegance of manners ,
and (after proper allowances and exceptions) with
the worthy and amiable qualities of many individuals.
The autumn has been beautiful, and the winter
hitherto mild, butin January we muft expect fome
fevere froft. Inftead of rolling in a coach, I walk the
fireets, wrapped up in a fur cloak; but this exercife
is wholefome, and except an accidental fit of the
gout of a few days, I never enjoyed better health.
1 am no longer in"Pavilliard’s houfe, where I was
almoft ftarved with cold and hunger, and you may
be affured thatl now enjoy every benefit ofcomfort,
plenty, and even decent luxury. You wifh me happy ;
acknowledge that fuch a life is more conducive to
happinefs, than five nights in the week paffedin the
Houfle of Commons, or five mornings {pent at the
Cuftom-houfe. Send me, in return, a fair account
of your own fituation in wind and body. 1 am fauf-
fied your own good fenfe would have reconciled you
to inevitable feparation ; but there never was a more
fuitable diverfion than your vifit to Sheffield - Place.
Among the innumerable proofs of friendfhip which
1 have received from that family, there are none
which affect me more fenfibly than their kind civili-
ties to you , though I am perfuaded that they are at
leaft as much on your account as on mine At length
Madame de * * * * * is delivered by her tyrant’s
death; her daughter, a valuable woman of this
place, hasmade fome inquiries, and though herown
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circumftances are narrow, fhe will not fuffer hes

father's widow to be left torally deftitute. 1 am glad

you derived fo much melancholy pleafure from the

letters , yethad I knownit, I (hould have withheld
?

* * * * * *

Ne CLXXIV.

EpwARD Gipson LEfquire to the Right Honorable

v

Lord SHEFFIELD.

LausaNnNg, January z4th, 1784.

E b ITHIN two or three days after yourlaft gfacious
epiftle,, your complaints were filenced , and youp
inquiries were fatistied, by an ample difpatch of four
pages, which overflowed the infide of the cover,
and in which 1 expofed my opinions of things in
general, public as well as private, as they exifted
in my mind, in my fate of ignorance and error,
about the eighteenth or twentieth of laft month.
Within a week after that date 1 epiftolized | in the
fame rich and copious f{train, the two wvenerable
females of Newman - fireet and Bath, whofe mur-
murings mult now be changed into fongs of gratitude
and applaufe. My correfpondence with the holy
matron of Northamptonfhire has been lefs lively and
loquacious. You bave not forgotten the author's
vindication of himfclf from the foul calumnies of
pretended Chriftians. Within a fortnight after his
arrival at Laufanne, he communicated the jayful
event to Mrs. Efther Gibbon. She anfwered , per
return of polt, both letters at the fame time , andin
very dutful language, almoft exculing her advice,
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which was intended for my {piritual, as well as tem-
porai good , and alluring me, that nobody flouid be
able 1o injure me with her. Unlefs the faint is a hypo-
crite, fuch an expreflion muft convey a favorable
and important meaning. At all events, it is worth
giving ourfelves fom.c trouble about her, without
indulging any fanguine expectations of inheritance.
So much for my females 5 with regard to my male
correfpondents, you are the only one to whom I
have given any figns of my exiltence, though I have
formed many a generous refolution. Yet I am not
infenfible of the kind and friendly manner in which
Lord Loughborough has diftinguifhed me. He could
have noinducements of intereft, and now that I view
the diftant piGure with impartial eyes, I am convin-
ced that (for a {tatefman) he was fincere in his wifhes
to ferve me. When you fee 2im, the Paynes, Eden,
Craufurd, &c. tell them that I am well, happy, and
athamed. On your fide, the zeal and diligence of your
pen has furprifed and delighted me, and your letters.
at this interefting moment, are exactly fuch as I
wilhed them to be — authentic anecdotes, and
rational fpeculations,, worthy of a man who actsa
part in the great theatre, and who fills a feat, not
only in the general Pandemonium, butin the private
council of the Princes of the infernal regions. With
regard to the detail of parliamentary operations, I
muft repeat my requeft to you, or rather to my Lady,
who will now be on the fpot, that fhe will write ,
not with her pen, but with her fciffars, and that
after every debate which deferves to pafs the fea and
the mountains, fhe will diffect the faithful narrative
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of Woodfall, and fend it off by the next poft, asan
agreeable fupplement to the meagre accounts of onr
weekly papers. The wonderful revolutions of laft
moanth bave founded to my ear more like the (hifting
fcenes of a comedy, or comic-opera, than like the
fober events of real and modern hiftory; and the
irregularity of our winter - pofts, which fometimes
retarded, and fometimes haftened , the arrival of the
difpatches, has increafed the confufion of our ideas.
Surely the Lord has blinded the eyes of Pharoah and
of his fervants; the obftinacy of laft fpring was no-
thing compared to the headfirong and headlong mad-
nefs of this winter. I expe@ with much impatience
the firlt days of your meeting; the purity and inte.
grity of the coalition will {uffer a fiery trial ; but if
they are true to themfelves and to each other, a
majority of the Houfe of Commons muft prevail; the
rebellion of the young gentlemen will be crufhed ,
and the mafters will refume the government of the
fchool. After the addrefs and anfwer, I have no
conception that Parliament can be diffolved during
the feflion ; but if the prefent Miniftry can out-live
the (torm, I think the death-warrant will infallibly
be figned in the fummer. Here I blufh for my country,
without confefling her (hame. Fox acted like a man
of honor, yet furely his union with Pitt affords the
only hope of falvation. How miferably are we wafting
the feafon of peace!

I have written three pages before I come to my
own bufinefs and feelings. In the firlt place , I moft
fincerely rejoice that I left the (hip , and fwam abore
ona plank: the daily and hourly agitation in which

I mult
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I muft have lived would have made me truly mifer<
able ; and if I bad obtained a place during pleafure ,
* 4+ x x_for inftance ? On the firlk news of the
diffolution, I'confidered my feat as fo totally and
irrecoverably gone , that I have been lefs affliGed
with * % * * *'s obfinacy. * * s » "
* ¥ x* x* » * ¥ * » x
On this occafion remember you are acting for a poor
friend ; difmifs alittle of the fpirit of faction and
patriotifm, and ftoop to a prudential line of conduc,
whichin your own cafe you might poflibly difdain.
4 x * ¥ * » * * x ®
Perhaps you will abufe my prudence and patriotifm,
when I inform you, that I have already vefted 2
part (thirty thoufand liyres,. about one thounfand
three hundred pounds) in the new loan of the King
wof France. T get eightpercent. on the joint lives of
Deyverdun and myfelf, befides thirty tickets in a
very, advantageous lottery, of which the higheft
prize is an annuity of forty thoufand livres (one
thouland feven hundred pounds ) a’ year. At this
moment, the beginning 6f a peace; and probably a
long peace, L think /(and :thé world feems to think }
the French funds at leaft as folid ds our own , I have
empowered my agent, VL de Leffart, a capital
‘banket at Paris, to drawupon Gofling for the money’
two months henge; and to avoid all accidents that
may refult from untoward delays, and mercantile
churlifbnefs, T expect that you will fupport my credit
in Fleet-ftreet with yourown more refpectable name,
4 * » x * * »® * * #*
What fay you now? Am I not a wife}man? My
Vor. 1L X
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letter is enormous, and the polt on the wing. Ina
few days I will write to. my Lady herfelf , land entex
{fomething more into the details: of domeftic’ life.
Suffice it to fay, that the fcene becomes each day
more pleafant and comfortable, and that I complain
only of the diflipation of Laufanne, In the courfe of
March: or April we fhall take poffeflion of Deyver:
dun’s houfe.. My books, which; by fome ftrange
neglect, did not leave Paristill;)the 'third of this
month, will arrive in a few weeks; and [fhallfoon
refume the continuation of my Hiftory, which I:fball
profecute with the more vigor,-as the completion
affords me a diltant ‘profpect of a wﬁt to hngldnd
Adicu, Lyeryours.

N* CLXXV,

EpwARD, GIBBON Ffquire to. the Right Honorablé
Lord SHEFFIELD,

BARON! LMJSAN\E February 2d, 1784.

_A FTER . ‘my- laft! enormous dlfpatch , nothing can
remain , exdept fomedmall gleanings, orinceafional
hints; and thus'in-order: 'l am not confcions that
any of your valuable [VISS. have mifcarried , or'that
1 have omitted to anfwer any- effential ‘particulars.
They {tandin my bureaw carefully arranged’, and
docketed under the following ‘ dates ; September
twenty - three, Qdtober twenty:three,; November
eighteen, December two, December fifteen; Decemn-
ber nineteen, December twenty - three; December
twenty-nine,, January fixteen, which'laft 1 have
received this day, February 2d. - For greater per-

-
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fpicuity, it willnot be amifs Con either fide ).to num-
ber our future epiltles,; by a confpicuous Roman
chara@erinfcribed in the front ; to which we may at
any time refer. But inftead of writing by Oftend,
the horter and furer way , efpecially onall occafions
that deferve celerity, will be to inclofe them to my
banker, M. de Leflart at Paris, who will forward
them to me. Through Germany the paflage by fea
is more uncertain, theroads worfle, and the diftance
greater: we often complain of delay and 1 regularity
at this interefting moment. By your lalt I lind that
you haveboldly and generoufly opened atreaty with
the enemy, which I propofed with fear and hefita.
tion. 1 impatiently expeét the refult; and again
repeat, that whatever you can obtain for *: * * * x
fhall confider it as fo much faved out of the fire,
&ec. &c.» Do. you remember Dunning’s motion (in
the year 1780) to addrefs the Crown againft a diffoe
Iution of Parliament; a fimple addrefs we rejected ,
as aninfringement on the prerogative ? yet how far
fhortof thefe ftrong democratical meafures, for which
you have probably voted, as I fhould probably have
done: fuch is the contagion of party. Fox drives
molt furioufly, yet I fhould not be furprifed if Pitt’s
moderation and character fhould infenfibly win the
nation, and even the Houfe, to efpoufe his caufe.
Saath vl e 0 RS IRT RN R e e
Unlefs when I look back on England with a felfi(h or
a tender regard, my hours rollaway very pleafantly,
and 1 can again repeat wich truth, that ['have not re-
gretted one fingle moment the ftep which 1 have
taken. Weare now at the height of the winter diffi-

>
2
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pation, and I am peculiarly happy when I can fteal
away from great affemblies, and fuppers of twenty or
thirty people, to a more private party of fome of thofe
perfons whom I begin to call my friends. Till we are
fettled in our houfe little can be expected on our fide ;
yet I have already given two or three handfome din.
ners; and though every thing is grown dearer, 1 am
not alarmed at the general view of my expenfe. Dey-.
verdun falutes you; and we are agreed that few mar-
ried couples are better entitled to the flitch of bacon
than we fhall be at the end of the year. When 1 had
written about half this epiftle my books arrived : at
our firft meeting all was rapture and confufion, and
two or three pofts, from the fecond to this day, the
fourteenth, have been fuffered to depart unnoticed.
Your letter of the twenty-feventh of January, which
was not received till yefterday, has again awakened
me, and I thought the fureft way would be to fend off
this fingle (heet without any farther delay.

I fincerely rejoice in the ftability of Parliament *’;
and the firft faint dawn of reconciliation, which mult
however be effected by the equal balance of parties,
rather than by the wifldom of the country gentle-

e

men

My Lady !—But it would be highly incongruous
to begin my letter at the bottom of the page. Adien,
therefore, till next poft.
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N°® CLXXVI.

Epwarp GiBBON Zfjuire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

Lausanng, May x1th, 19g4.

Aras! alas! alas! We may now exchange ourmu-
tual condolence. Laft Chriftmas, on the change of
adminiftration, I'was ftruck with the thunderbolt of
the unexpected event, and in the approaching dif-
folution I forefaw: the lofs of * * * * x *
* * * Thelong continuance and various changes
of the tempeft rendered me by degrees callous and in-
fenfible; when the art of the mariners was exhaufted I
felt that we were finking, 1 expected the fhip to foun-
der, and when the fatal moment arrived, I was even
pleafed to be delivered from hope and fear, to the
calmnefs of defpair. 1 now turn my eyes, not on the
paft, buton the prefent and the future; what isloft I
try to confider as if it never had exifted; and every
day I congratulate my own good fortune, let me fay
my prudence and refolution, in migrating from your
noify [tage toa fcene of repofe and content. Buteven
in this feparate (tate, I was ftill anxious for my friend
upon Englifh earth, and at firlt was much delighted
with your hint, that you were fetting off for Co-
ventry, withoutany profpectofan oppolfition. Eyery
poft, Wednefdays and Saturdays, 1 eagerly looked
for the intelligence of your victory ; and in fpite of
my mifbehaviour, whichIdo not deny, I muft abufe
my Lady, rather than you, for leaving me in fo painful
a fituation, Each day raifed and increafed my ap-
prehenfion ; the Courier de I'Europe ﬁ{ﬁ. announced
3
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the conteft, the Englifh papers proclaimed your de-
feat, and your laft letter, which I received four days
ago, (howed me that you exerted firlt the {pirit, and
at laft the temper of a hero. 1am not much furprifed
that you fhould have been fweptaway inthe general
unpopularity,’fince even in this quiet place your
friends are conifidered as a factious crew, ating in
direct oppofition both to the King and people. For
yourfelf I am at a Jofs what to fay. If this repulfe
fhould teach you to renounce all connexion with
Kings and Miniflters, and Patriots and Parties, and
Parliaments; for all of which you are by many de-
grees too honeft; I fhould exclaim, with Teague of
refpectable memory, “B Jy my fhoul, dear joy, you
“ have gaincd alofs,” Private life, whether contem-
plative or active, has furely more folid and independ-
end charms; you have fome domeltic comforts ; Shef-
field.Place is ftill fufceptible of ufeful and ornamental
improvements, (alas! how much better might even
the laft * * ¥ ¥ have been laid out!) and if thefe
cares are not fufficient to occupy your leifure, I can
truft your refilefs and enterprifing {pirit to find newr
metholds to preferve you from the infipidity of re.
pofe. But I much fear your difcontent and regret at
being excluded from that Pandzmonium which we
bave fo often curfed, as long as you were obliged to
attend it. The leaders of the party will flatter you
with the opinion of their friendfhip and your own
importance; the warmth of your temper makes you
credulous and unfufpicious; and, like thereft of our
fpecies, male and female, you are notabfolurely deaf
to the voice of praife. Some other place will be fug-
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gelted, ‘ealy, honorable; certain,” where rothing is
wanted but 2 man of characer and fpixit to head a fu-
perior intereft; the 0'7p0 ition, if any, is contempt.
ible; and the expenfe cannot be large. You will go
down, find almoflt every circumftance falfely ﬂned
repent that you had engaged yourfelf,. but you cannot
ddutthofc friends who are firmly attached to your
caufe; befides, the money you h.‘vc already fpent
would have been thrown away; another thoufand
will complete the bufinefs : dct‘pcr and deeper will
you plunge, and the laft evil will be worfe than the
firt. You fee I am a free fpoken counfellor; may [
not be atrue prophet ! Did I confult my own wifhes,
I hould obferve to you, that as you are no longer a
{lave, you might foon be tranfported, as you feem to
defire, to one of the Alpine hills. The purity and
calmnefs of the air is the beft calculated to allay the
heat of a political fever; the education of the two
Princefles might be fuccefsfully conduéted under your
eye and that of my Lady; and if you had refolution
to determine on a refidence, not a vifit, at Laufanne,
your worldly affairs might repofe themfelves after
their late fatigues. But youknow that 7am afriend
to toleration,-and am always difpofed to make the
largeft allowance for the different natures of animals;
a lion and alamb, aneagle and a worm. 1 am afraid
we are too quiet for you ; here it would not be eafly
for you to create any bufinefs; you have for fome
time neglected books, and I doubt whether you
would not think our fuppers and affemblies fomewhat
trifling and infipid. You are far more difficule than I
am ; youarein fearch of knowledge, andyou are not
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content with your company, unlefs you can derive
from them information or extraordinary amufement.
¥or my part, 1 like to draw information from books,
and I am fatisfied with polite attention and eafy
manners. Finally, I am happy to tell, and you will
be happy to hear, that this place has in every refpec
exceeded my beft and moft fanguine hopes. How
often have you faid, as often as I exprefled any ill-
humor again(t the hurty, the expenfe, and the preca-
rious condition of my London-life, “Ay, thatis a
“ nonfenfical fcheme of retiring to Laufanne thatyou
“ have got into your head, a pretty fancy ; you re-
“member how much you liked it in your youth, but
 you have now feen more of the world, and if you
“ were to try it again, you would find yourfclf
“ woefully difappointed ?” I had itin my head, in my
heart, 1have tried it, I have not been difappointed,
and my knowledge of the world has ferved only to
convince me, thata capital and a crowd may contain
much lefs real fociety, than the fmall circle of this
gentle retirement. The winter has been longer, but,
as farasI can learn, lefs rigorous than in the reft of
Europe, The fpring is now burfting upon us, and in
our own gardenitis difplayed in all its glory. Ialrea.
dy occupy a temporary apartment, and we live in the
lower part of the houfe; before you receive this we
thall be in full poffeflion. We have much to enjoy and
fomething to do, which Itake to be the happieft con.
dition of human life. Now for bufinefs, the kind of
{ubject which I always undertake with the moft re-
Iu@ance, and leave with the moft pleafure. * * *
& * o * % * * % *
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And now, my Lady,

LET me approach your gentle, not grimalkin, pre-
fence, with deep remorfe. You have indirectly been
informed of my ftate of mind and body ; (the whole
winter 1 have not bad the flighteft return of the gout,
or any other complaint whatfoever ;) you have been
apprized, and are now apprized, of my motions, or
rather of my perfectand agreeable repofe ; yet I muft
confefs (and I feel) that fomething of a direct and per-
fonal exchange of fentiment has been neglected onmy
{ide, though I Rill perfuade myfelf that when I am
fettled in my new houfe I (hall have more fubjed, as
well as leifure, to write. Such tricks of lazinefs your
active fpirit is a firanger to, though Mrs, * * * com-
plains that (he has never had an anfwer to her laft let-
ters, Poor Lady Pembroke! you will feel forher; after
a cruel alternative of hope and fear, her only daughter,
Lady Charlotte, died at dixz en Provence; they have
perfuaded her to come to this place, where fhe is in
timately connected with the Cerjat family. She bas
taken an agreeable houfe, about three miles from the
town, and lives retired. 1 havefeen her; her behavi-
ouris calm, but her affliGion——. Iaccept with gra-
titude your friendly propofal of Wedgewood's ware,
and fhould be glad to have it boughtand packed, and
fent without delay through Germany; and I fhall
only fay, that I wifh to have a very complete fervice
“for two courfes and a defert, and that our fuppers are
pumerous, frequently fifteen or twenty perfons:
Adicu. I do not mean this as your letter. You are
very good to poor Kitty, With you Ido not condole
about Coventry.




330 LETTERS TO AND FROM

N°* CLXXVIL
EDWARD Grason Efjuive’to’ Mrs: Grasow, Bath,
DEAR MADAM, LAUSANNE, May 28th, 1784,

I BEGIN without preface or apology , as if I had re-
ceived your letter by the laft poft. In my own defence
I know not what to fay; butifL were difpofed to
recriminate, I might obferve that you ‘yourfelf are
not perfectly free from the {in oflazinefs and procraf-
tination. I have often wondered 'why we are not
fonder of detter-writing. We all delight to talk of
ourfelves, and it is only in letters, in writing to'a
friend, that we can enjoy that converfation, not only
without reproach or interruption, but with the bigh-
eft propriety and mutual fatisfaction’; fure that the
perfon whom we addrefs feels an equal, oratleaft a
ftrong and lively intereft in the confideration of the
pleafing fubjec. On the fubjeét therefore of felf I will
entertain a friend, to whom none of my thoughts or
actions, none of my pains or pleafures, can ever be
indifferent. When L firl cherifhed the defign of reti-
ring to Laufanne, - I-was much more apprehen(ive of
wounding your tenderattachment, than of offending
Lord Sheffield’s manly and vehement friendfhip. In
the abolition of the' Board of Trade the motives for
my retreat became more urgent and forcible ; I wifh-
ed to break loofe, yet 1 delayed above ayear before
I could take my final refolution; and the letter in
which I difclofed it to you coft me one of the moft
painful truggles of my life.As foon as I had conquer-
ed that difficulty, all meaner obftacles fell before
me, and in afew weeks I found myfelf at Laufanne,
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altonifhed at my firmnefs and my fuccefs. Perbaps
you ftill blame or ftill lament the fep which [ have
taken. If on your own account, I can only fympa-
thize with your feelings, the recollection of which
often cofts me a figh: if on mine , let me fairly Rare
what I have efcaped in England, and what [ have
found at Launfanne. Recollect the tempefts of this
winter, how many anxious days 1 fhould have paffed,
how many noify , turbulent, hot, unwholefome
nights, while my political exiltence’, and that of my
friends, was at ftake; yet thefe feeble efforts would
have been unavailing ; I thould have loft my feat in
parliament , and after the extraordinary expenfe of
another year, I muft full have purfued the road of
Switzerland, unlefs L had been tempted by fome fel.
fith patron, or by Lord S.’s afpiring fpirit, to incura
moft inconvenient expenfe for a new feat; and once
more, at the beginning of an oppofition, to engage in
new fcenes of bufinefs. As to the immediate profpect
of any thing like a quict and profitable retreat, L
fhould not know where to look ; my friends are no
longer in power. Vith * * * ¥ and his party [ have
no connexion; and were he difpofed to favor a man
of letters, it is difficult to fay what he could give, or
what I would accept ; the reign of penfions and fine-
cures is at an-end, and a commiflion in the Excife or
Cufltoms, the fummit of my hopes, would give me
income at the expenfe of leifure and liberty. When I
revolve thefe circumftances in my mind, my only re-
gret, Irepeat it again and again, is, that I-did notem-
brace this falutary meafure three, five, ten years ago.
Thus much 1 thought it neceffary to fay, and fhall
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now difmifs this unpleafing part of the fubjec. For
my fituation here, health is the firlt confideration
and on 'that head your tendernels had conceived
fome degree of anxiety. I know not whether it has
reached you that I had a fit of the gout the day after
my arrival. The deed is true, but the caufe was acci-
dental; carelefsly ftepping down a flight of ftairs, I
{prained my ancle; and my ungenerous enemy in-
ftantly took advantage of my weaknels. But fince
my breaking that double chain, I have enjoyed a
winter of the moft perfe health that 1 have perhaps
ever known, without any mixture of the little flying
incommodities which in my beft days have fometimes
difturbed the tranquillity of my Englifh life. You are
not ignorant of Dr. Tiflot’s reputation, and his merit
is even above his reputation. He affures me, thatin
his opinion; the moifture of England and Holland is
moft pernicious; the dry pure air of Switzerland
molft favorable to a gouty conftitution : that expe-
rience juftifies the theory; and that there are fewer
martyrs of that diflorder in this, than in any other
country in Europe. This winter has every where
been moft uncommonly fevere: and you feem in
England to bave had your full (hare of the general
hard(hip : butin this corner, furrounded by the Alps,
it has rather been long than rigorous; and its dura.
tion ftole away our fpring, and left us no interval
between furs and filks. We now enjoy the genial in-
fluence of the climate and the feafon’; and no ftation
was ever more calculated to ‘enjoy them than Dey-
verdun’s houfe and garden, which are now become
my own. You will not expec that the pen fhould
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defcribe, what the pencil would imperfectly delineate.
A few circumitances may, however, be mentioned.
My library is about the fame fize with that in Ben-
tinck fireet, with this difference, however, that in.
ftead of looking ona paved court, twelve feet{quare,
I command a boundlefs profpe& of vale, mounrain,
and water, from my three windows. My apartment
1s completed by a fpacious light clofet, or ftore-room,
witha bed-chamber and dreffing-room. Deyverdun’s
habitation is pleafant and convenient, though lefs ex-
tenfive: for our common ufe we have a very hand-
fome winter-apartment of four rooms; and on the
ground-floor, two cool faloons for the fummer, with
a fufficiency, or rather fuperfluity, of offices, &c. A
terrace, one hundred yards long, extends beyond the
front of ‘the houfe, and leads to a clofe impenetrable
fhrubbery; and from thence the circuitof a long and
various walk carries me round a meadow and vine
yard. The intervals afford abundant fupply of fruit,
and every fort of vegetables; and if you add, that
this villa (which has been much ornamented by my
friend) touches the beft and moft fociable part of the
town, you will agree with me, that few perfons,
either princes or philofophers, enjoy a more defirable
refidence. Deyverdun, who is proud of his own
works, often walks me round, pointing out, with
acknowledgment and enthufialm, the beauties that
change with every ftep and with. every variation of
light. I fhare, or atleaft Ifympathize with his plea-
fure. He appears contented with my progrefs, and
has already told feveral people, that he does not de-
fpair of making me a gardener, Be that asit may, you
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will be glad to hear that Tam, by my own choice, in-
finitely more in motion, and in the open air, than I
ever have been formerly; yet my perfect liberty and
Fifure leave me many ftudious hours ; and as the
circle of our acquaintance retiie into’ the country, I
fhall be much lefs engaged in company and diverfion.
1 have ferioufly refumed the profecution of my Hifto-
1y ; each day and each month adds fomething to the
completion of the great work. The progrefs is flow,
the labor continual, and the end remote and uncertaing
yet every day brings itsamufement, as well as labor;
and though I dare not fix 'a term, even in my own
fancy, | advancc with the pleafing reflection, that
the bufinefs of publication ((hould I be detained bere
{o I(mO) muft enforce my return to England, and rea
ftore me to the beft of mothers'and friends. Inithe
mean while, with healch and competence, a full inde.
pendence of mind and action, a delightful babitation,
a true friend, and many pleafant acquaintance; you
will allow, that I am rather an obje& of envy than of
pity; and if you were more converfant with the ufe
of the French language, I would ferioufly propofe to
you to repofe yourfelf with us in this fine country.
My indirect intelligence (on which 1fometimes de-
pend with more implicit faith than on the kind diffi-
mulation of your friend(hip) gives mereafon to hope
that the lalt winter has been more favorable to your
health than the preceding one. Aflure me of it yours
felf honeltly and truly, and you will afford me one
of the moft lively pleafures,
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N CLXXVIIL
EpwaRrp GissoN ZEfquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

LAUSANNE, June 19th, 1784.
* * ¥ % * # % % 3%
: * ¥ * * # # # #
In this glorious feafon I frequently give tea and fupa
per to a,dezen men and women with eafe and reputas
tion;and heartily wilh yon and my Lady were among
them. In this corner of Eurepe we enjoy, or fhall
fpeedily enjoy , (befides threefcore Englih ; with
Lady Pembroke, and forty French, with the Duchefs
de Sivrac at their head,) M, and Madame Necker,
the, Abbé Raynal, the Hereditary Prince of Brun-
fwick, Prince Henry of Pruffia, pcrhape the Duke of
Cumberland ;. yet I am {till more ‘content with the
humble natives, than with mofl of thefe illuftrious
names, Adieu. The poft is-on the wmg and you
owe me a long Lpl ftle.. Lam,; as ufual, in,the firm s
tention of writing next week to my Lady.

N* CLXXIX.
The Same to the Same.
LausanNE, O&ober 18th, 1784,

S]NCE my retreat to Laufanue our correfpondeénce
hasnever received folong an interruption’y dnd:ad g
have been equally taciturn with the reft of the Eng-
Tifh world, it may now 'be a problem among that {cep-
tical nation, whether the Hiftorian of the Declineund
Fall be a living fubfance or an empty namle. Soitrex
mendous 1s the fleepy power of lazincfs and habify
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that the filence of each poft operated ftill more
firongly to benumb the hand, and to freeze the epi/lo-
lary ink. How or whenI fhould have naturally awa.
kened, I cannot tell; but the preffure of my affairs,
and the arrival of your laft letter, compel me to re-
member that you are intrufted with the final amputa.
tion of the beft limbof my property. The fubjectis
in itfelf fo painful, that 1 have poftponed it, like a
child’s phyfic, from day to day; and lofing whole
mornings, as I walked about my library, in ufelefs
regret and impotent refolution, you will be amazed
to hear that (after peeping to fee if you are all well,
and returned from Ireland) I have not yet had the
courage to perufe your letter, for fear of meeting
with fome gloomy intelligence ; and I will now finifhi
what 1 have to fay of pecuniary matters, before [
know whether its contents will fortify or overthrow
myunbiaffed fentiments, X 0% 2K L0 K SEK
o e s iy e kil Cle arlad D B 0o
To what purpofe (will you fay) are thele tardy and
ufelefs repinings? To arraign your manager? No,
I am fatisfied wich the [killand firmnefs of the pilot,
and complain only of the untoward violence of the
tempeflt. Torepent of your retreat into Switzerland?
No, furely, every fubfequent event has tended to
make it as neceffary as it has proved agreeable. Why
then thefe lamentations? Hear and attend — It isito
interelt (if poflible’ more firongly ) your zeal and
friendfhip, to jultify a fort of avarice,a love of mo-
mey; very foreign to my characdter, but with which I
cling to thefe laft fragments of my fortune, * % %
PRSP T T B S % i ek
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As far as I can judge from the experience of a year,
though I find Laufanne much more expenfive than L
imagined, yetmy ftyle of living (and a very handfome
ftyle icds) will be brought nearly within my ordinary
revenues. 1 wifh our poorcountry could fay as much !
Buc it was always my favorite and rational wifh, that
at the winding up of my affairs I might poflefs a fum,
from one to two thouland pounds, neither buried in
land, or locked up in the funds, but free, light, and
ready to obey any call of interelt, or pleafure, or yir
tue; to defray any extraordinary expenfe, fupport
any delay, or remove any obftacle For the attain-
ment of this obje&, L trultin yourafliftance. * * * =
L * * * ¥* L 3 L] *
Thus much for this money-tranfaction ; to you Ineed
add no other ftimulative, than to fay that my eafeand
comfort very much depend on the fucce(s of this plan.

As I thought every man of fenfe and fortune in Ire-
Jand muft be fatisfied, 1 did not conceive the cloud
fo dark as you reprefentit. Iwill ferioufly perufe the
8vo. and in due time the 4to. edition **; it would be-
come a claffic book, if you could find leifure (will you
ever find it?) to introduce order and ornament. You
muflt negociate directly with Deyverdun; but the
ftate will not hear ot parting with their only Reyn-
olds*’. lembrace my Lady; let her be angry, pro-
vided fhe be well. Adicu. Yours.

P. 8. The care of [reland may have amufed youin
the fummer; but how do you mean to employ the
winter? Do you not calt a longing. lingering look
at St. Stephen’s chapel? With your fiery fpirit, and
firm judgment, Ialmoft wifh you there ; notfor your

Vou 1L
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benefit, but for the public. If you refolve to recover
your feat, do not liften to any fallacious and infinite
projects of intereft, conteft, return, petition, &c. but
limit your expenfe.

N° CLXXX.
Eowarp GiBBoN Zfguire to the Right Honorable
Lady SMEFFIELD,
Lausanng, October 22d, 17844

A FEW weeks ago, as I was walking on our terrace
with IVI. Tiffot, the celebrated phyfician; IVI. Mer=
cier, the author of the Zablean de Paris; the Abbé
Raynal; Monfieur, Madame, and Mademoifelle
Necker; the Abbé de Bourbon, anatural fon of Lewis
the Fifteenth, the Hereditary Prince of Brun{wick,
Prince Henry of Pruffia, and a dozen Counts, Barons,
and extraordinary perfons, among whom was a na«
tural fon of the Emprefs of Ruflia——Are you fatisa
fied with this 1ift? which I could enlarge 4nd em-
bellih, without departing from truth; and was not
the Baron of Sheffield (profound as he is on the fubject
of the American trade) doubly miftaken with regard
to Gibbonand Laufanne ? Whenever I ufed to hint
my defign ofretiring, that illuftrious Baron, after a
proper effufion of d——d fools, condefcended to ob-
ferve, that fuch on obfcure nook in Switzerland
might pleafe me in the ignorance of youth, but that
after tafting for fo many years'the varioys fociety of
Paris and London, I fhould foon be tired with the
dull and uniform round of a provincial town. In the
winter, Laufanne is indeed reduced to its native
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powers; but during the fummer, it is poffibly, after
Spa, one of the molt favorite places of general refort.
The tour of Switzerland, the Alps, and the Glaciers,
is become a fafthion. Tiflot attracts the invalids, efpe«
cially from France; and a colony of Englith have
taken up the habit of fpending their wiaters as Nicey
and their fummers in the Pays de Vaud. Such are the
fplendorand variety of our fummer vifitors ; and you
will agree with me more readily than the Baron,
when L {ay that this variety, inftead of being a merit;
is, inmy opinion, one of the very few objecions to
the refidence of Laufanne. After the diffipation of the
winter I expected to have enjoyed, with more free-
dom and folitude, myfelf, my friend, my books, and
this delicious paradife ; but my polfition and character
make me here a fort of a public character, and oblige
me to fee and be feen. However, itis my firm refolu-
tion for nextfummer to aflume the independence of a

hilofopher, and to be vifible only to the perfons
whom llike. On that principle I fhould not, moft af«
furedly, baveavoided the Neckersand Prince Henry.
The former have purchafed the barony of Copet near
Geneva; and as the buildings were very much out of
repair, they paffed this fummerat a country-houfe at
the gates of Laufanne. They afford a new example,
that perfons who have tafted of greatnels can feldom
return with pleafure to a private ftation. In the mo-
ments when we were alone he converfed with me
freely, and I believe truly, on the fubject of his ad-
miniftration and fall ; and has opened feveral paflages
of modern hiftory, which would make a very good
figure in /e American book ', Ifthey [pent the fum.

Z 2
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mers at the caltle of Copet, about nine leagues from
bence, a fortnight or three weeks vifit would be a
pleafant and healthful excurfion; but, alas! I fear
there is lictle appearance of its' being execirted. Her
health is impaired by the agitation of her mind : in%
ftead of returning to Paris, fhe is ordered to pafs the
winter in the fouthern provinces of France, and our
laft parting was folemn; as L very much doubt
whether I fhall ever fee her again. They have now a
very troublefome charge, which you will experience
in a few years, the difpofal of a Baronefs; IVMademois
felle ** Necker, one of the greateft heireffes in Eu-
rope, is now about eighteen, wild, vain, but good-na-
tured, and with a much larger provifion of wit than
of beauty : what increafes their difficulties is their re«
ligious obftinacy of marrying her only toa proteftant.
It would be an excellent opportunity for a young
Englilbman of a great name and a fair reputations
Prince Henry muft be a man of fenfe; for he took
more notice, and expreffled more efteem for me, than
any body elfe. He iscertainly (without touching his
military character)avery lively and entertaining coms-
panion. He talked with freedom, and generally with
contempt, of molt of the princes of Kurope ; with
relpect of the Kmprefs of Ruffia, butnevermentioned
the name of his brother, exceptonce, when he hinted
that it was /e himfelf that won the battle of Rofbach.
His nephew, and our nephew, the heredltary Prince
of Brunfwick is here for his education. Of the Englifh,
who live very much as a national colony, you will
like to hear of Mrs. Fraferiand one more. Donna Ca-

therina®’ pleafes every body, by the perfect fimplicicy
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of her ftate of vature. You know fhe has had the re-
folution to return from England (where fhe told me
fhe faw you) to Laufanne, for the fake of Mifs Briftow,
who is in bad health, and in a few days they fet off
for Nice. The other is the Eliza; fhe paffed through
Laufanne, in her road from Italy to England ; poorly
in health, but ftill adorable, (nay, do not frown!)
and | enjoyed fome delightful hours by her bed-fide.
She wrote me a line from Paris, but has notexecuted
her promife of vifiting Laufanne in the month of Oc-
tober. My pen has run much fafter, and much farther,
than 1 intended on the fubject of others; yet, in de-
{cribing them, 1 have thrown fome light over myfelf
and my fituation. A year, avery fhort one, has now
elapfed fince my arrival at Laufanne ; and aiter a cool
review of my fentiments, I can fincerely declare; that
1 have never, during a fingle moment, repented of
having executed my abfurd projeét of retiring to
Laufanne. Itis needlefs to dwell on the fatigue, the ,
hurry, the vexation which I muft have felt in the
narrow and dirty circle of Englifh politics. MMy pre-
fent life wants no foil, and fhines by its own native
light. Thechofen part of my library isnow arrived,
and arranged in a room full as good as that in Ben-
tinck-ftreet, with this difference indeed, that inftcad
of looking on a ftone-court, twelve feet fquare, I
command, from three windows of plate-glafs, an'un-
bounded profped of many a league of vineyard, of
fields, of wood, of lake, and of mountains ; a fcene
which Lord Sheffield will tell you is fuperior to all
you can imagine. The climate, though fevere in win.
ter, has perfectly agreed with my conflitution, dan
Z3
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the year is accomplifhed without any return of the
gout. An excellent houfe, a good table, a pleafant
garden, are no contemptible ingredients in human
happinefs. The general [tyle of fociety hits my fancy;
I have cultivated a large and agreeable circle of ac-
quaintance, and I am much deceived if I have not
Jaid the foundations of two or three more intimate
and valuable connexions; but their names would be
indifferent, and it-would require pages, orrathervo-
Jumes, todefcribe their perfonsand characers. With
vegard to my flanding difh, my domefic friend, I
could notbe much difappointed, after an intimacy of
eight-and-twenty years. His heart and his head are
excellent; he hasthe warmeft attachnient for me, he
15 fatisfied that I have the fame for him : fome flight
imperfections muft be mutually fupported; two bache-
lors, who have lived fo long alone and independent,
bave their peculiar fancies and humors, and when the
malk of form and ceremony is laid afide, every
momentin a family-life has not the fweetnefs of the
honey-moon, evenbetween the hufbands and wives
swho have the trueft and moft tender regard for each
other. Should you be very much furprifed to hear of
my being married ? Amazing as it may feem, I do
affure you that the event is lefs improbable than it
‘would have appeared to myfelf a twelvemonth ago,
Deyverdun and I bave often agreed, in jcﬁ. and in
earneft, that a houfe like ours would be regulated,
and graced, and enlivened, by an agreeable female
companion ; ‘but each of us feems defirous that his

friend fhould facrifice himfelf for the public good. "

Since my refidence here L have lived much in wemen'’s
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company ; and, to your credit be it fpoken, I like
you the better the more I fee of you. Not that I amin
love with any particular perfon:'I have difcovered
about half-a-dozen wives who would pleafe me in dif-
ferent ways, and by various merits :-one as a miftrefs
(awidow, valtly like ¢%e Eliza; if {he returns I am
to bring them together); afecond, alively entertain-
ing acquaintance; a third, a fincere good-natured
friend ; afourth, who would reprefent with grace and
dignity at the head of my table and family ; a fifth,
an excellent economift and houfekeeper; and a fixth,
a very ufeful nurfe. Could Ifind all thefe qualities
united in a {ingle perfon, I{hould dare to make my
addrefles, and fhould deferve to berefufed. Youhint
in fome of your letters, orrather poltfcripts, that you
confider me as having renounced England, and .
having fixed myfelf for the reft of my life in Switzer-
land, and thatyou fufpe the fincerity of my vague
or infidious fchemes of purchafe or return. To re-
move, as faras1 can, your doubts and fufpicions, I
will tell you, on that interefting fubjed, fairly and
fimply as much as I know of my own intentions.
There is little appearance that I fhall be fuddenly re-
called by the offer of a place or penfion. I have no
claim to the friendfhip of your young minifter, and
fhould he propofe a Commiffioner of the Cuftoms, or
Secretary at Paris, the fuppofed objects of my Jow
ambition, Adam in Paradife would refufe them with
contempt, -Here therefore I Mhall certainly live till X
have finifhed the remainder of my Hiftory ; aniar.
duous work, which does not proceed fo faft as I ex-
pedted, amidft the avocations of foziety, and mifcels
‘ 4
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laneous ftudy. Asfoon as it is completed, molft pro-
bably in three or four years, 1 fhall ipfallibly return to
England, about the month of May or June; and the
neceflary labor of printing with care two or three
quarto volumes, will detain me till their publication,
in the enfuing fpring. Lord Sheffield and yourfelf
will be the loadftone that moft forcibly attracts me;
and as I fhall be a vagabond on the face of the earth, I
fhall be the better qualified to domefticate myfelf
with you, both in town and country. Here then, at
1o very extravagant diftance, we have the certainty
(if we live) of fpending a year together, the peace and
frecdom of a friendly intercourfe; and a year is no
very contemptible portion of this mortal exiftence.
Beyond that period all is dark, but not gloomy.
Whether, after the final completion of my Hiftory, I
fhall return to Laufanne, or fettle in England, muft de-
pend onathoufand events which liebeyond the reach
of human forefight, the ftate of public and private af.
fairs, my own health, the health and life of Deyverdun,
the various changes which may have rendered Lau-
fanne more dear, or lefs agreeable, to me than at pre-
fent. But without lofing ourfelves in this diftant fu-
turity, which perhaps we may never fee, and without
giving any pofitive anfwer to Maria’s parting quef-
tion, whether I (hall be buried in England or Switzer-
land, let me ferioufly and earneftly alk you, whether
you do not mean to vifit me next fummer ? The de-
feat at Coventry would, I fhould think, facilitate the
project; fince the Baron is no longer detained the
whole winter from his domeftic affairs, nor is there
any attendance on the Houle that keeps him till Mid-
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fummerin dult and difpute. Ican fend you a pleafant
route, through Normandy, Paris, and Lyons, a vifit
to the Glaciers, and your return down the Rhine,
which would be commodioufly executed in three or
four months, at no very extravagant expenfe, and
would be productive of kealth and fpirits to you, of
entertainment to you both, and of inftrucion to /e
Maria, Without the fmalleft inconvenience to my=
felf, fam able to lodge yourfelves and family, by ar-
ranging you in the winter-apartment, which in the
fummer feafon is not of any ufe to us. Ithink you will
be fatisfied with your habitation, and already fee you
in your dreffing-room ; a fmall pleafant room, with
a delightful profpec to the weft and fouth. If poor
aunt Kitty (you oblige me beyond expreffion by your
tender care of that excellent woman) if fhe were only
ten years younger, I would defire you to take her
with you, but I much fear we fhall never meet again.
You will not complain of the brevity of this epiftle;
exped, in return, a full and fair account of yourfelf,
your thoughts and aions, foul and body, prefent
and future, in the fafe, though unreferved, confidence
of friendfhip. The Baronin two words hinted but an
indifferent account of your health; you area fine ma-
chine; but as he was abfent in Ireland, I hopeI un-
derftand the caufe and the remedy. Next to yourfelf,
1 want to hear of the two Baroneffes. You mult give
me a faithful piGure (and though a mother you can
give it) of their prefent external and internal forms;
forayearhas now elapfed, and in t/e¢ir lives a year is
an age. Adieu. Ever yours.
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N° CLXXXI.

EDWARD GinsoN Efguire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD,

LausaNNE, March 13th, 1785,

MY long filence (and it has been long) muft not, on
this occafion, be imputed to lazinefs, though that
little devil may likewife have been bufy. But you
cannot forget how many weeks I remained in fuf-
penfe, expecting every poft the final fentence, and
not knowing what to fay in that paflive uncertainty.
It is now fomething more than a fortnight fince your
laft letter, and that of Gofling informed me of the
event. Ihaveintended every day to write, and every
day I have ftarted back with reluGtance and difguft,
from the confideration of the wretched fubjeé. Lenbo-
rough irrecoverably gone, for three-fourths of its real,
at leaft of its ancient, value; my feat in parliament
fuck in the aby{s of your curfed politics, and a balance
neatly ciphered and fummed by Gofling, which
fhows me a very fhallow purfe, in which others have a
clearer right to dip than myfelf.
March 21ft,
Another week is now elapfed, and though nothing
35 changed in this too faithful ftate of my affairs, I feel
myfelf able to encounter them with more fpirit and
refolution ; to look on the future, rather than the paft,
on the fair, rather than on thefoul fide of the profpect.
1 thall fpeak in the confidence nffricud(hip, and while
you liften to the more doleful tale of my wants and
wiflhes, you will bave the fatisfaction of hearing fome
circumftances in my prefent fituation of a lefs unplea.
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fing nature. 1.1In the firlt place, I moft heartily rejoice
inthe fale, however unfavorable, of the Buckseftate,
Confidering the dullnels of the times, and the high
intereflt of money , it is not a little to‘obtain even a
tolerable price, and 1 am fenfible how much your pa-
tience and induftry have been exercifed to extort the
payment. 2. Your refiftance to my Swifs expedition
was more friendly than wife, Had I yielded, after
eighteen’ months of fufpenfe and anxiety, I thould
now, a till poorer man, be driven to embrace the
fame refource, which hasfucceeded according to, or
even beyond, my moft fanguine expectations. 1 do
notpretend to have difcovered the terreftrial paradife,
which has not been known in this world fince the
fall of Adam ; butLcan truly declare, (now the charms
of novelty are long fince faded,) that I have found
the plan of life the beft adapted to my temper and my
fituation. I am now writing to you in aroom as good
as that in Bentinck-ftreet, which commands the coun-
try, the lake, and the mountains, and the opening
profpect of the fpring. The aforefaid room is furnithed
without magnificence, but with every conveniency
for warmth, eafe, and ftudy, andthe walls are already
covered with more than two thoufand volumes, the
choice of a chofen library. I'have health, friends, an
amufing {ociety, and perfe@ freedom. A Commiffion-
er of the Excife! the idea makes me fick. If you ulk
me what I have faved by my retreat to Laufanne?
1 will fairly tell you (in the two great articles ofa car-
riage and a houfe in town, both which were indif-
penfable, and are now annihilated, with the difference
of clubs, public places, fervants wages, &c.) about
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four hundred pounds, or guineas, a year; no incon.
fiderable fum, when it muft be annually found as ad-
dition to an expenfe which is fomewhat larger than
my prefent revenue. 3. What is then, you will afk, my
prefent eflablifiment 2 This is not by any means a
cheap country ; and, except in the article of wine, I
could give a dinner, or make a coat, perhaps for the
fame price in London as at Laufanne. My chief ad.
vantage arifes from the things which Ido not want;
and in fome refpe@s my ftyle of living is enlarged by
the increafe of my relative importance, an obfcure
bachelor in England, the mafter of a confiderable
houfe at Laufanne. Here I am expeéted to return
entertainmen:s, to receive ladies, &c. and to perform
many duties of fociety, which though agreeable
enough in themfelves, contribute to inflame the houfe.
keeper's bills. From the difburfements of the firft
year I cannot form anyjuft eftimate ; the extraordina«
1y expenfes of the journey, carriage of heavy goods
from England, the acquifition of many books, which
it was not expedient to tranfport, the purchafe of fur.
niture, wine, fitting up my library, and the irregu-
Jarity ofa new menage, have confumed a pretty large
fum. But in a quiet, prudent, regular courfe of life,
Ithiok I can fupport myfelf with comfort and honor
for fix or feven hundred pounds a year, inftead of a
thoufand or eleven hundred in England.

Befides thefe uncertainties, (uncertain at lealt as to
the time,) [ haveafure and honorable fupply from my
own pen. 1 continue my Hiftory with pleafure and
afliduity ; the way is long and laborious, yet I fee the
end, and I can almolt promife to land in England next
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September twelvemonth, with a manufcript of the
current value of about four thoufand pounds, which
will afford either a fmall income oralarge capital. g. [t
is in the meanwhile that my fituation is fomewhat
difficult. % 2 G * & % *
% * a* * * E & %
Such are the fervices and revenues of the year; pro-
ceed we now, in ftyle of the budget, to the ways and
means of extraordinary fupplies. * * * * x
& * * a* * A ¥* ¥ 3 %
I will not affront your friendfhip, by obferving that
you will incur little or no rifk on this occafion, Read,
confider, act, and write.
1t is the privilege of friendfhip to make our friend
a patient hearer, and active aflociate in our own
affairs ; and 1 have now written five pages on my
private affairs, without faying a word either of the
public, or of yourfelf. Of the public I have little to
fay; I never was a very warm patriot, and I grow
every day a citizen of the world. The fcramble for
power or profit at Weftminfter or St. James’s, and
" the names of Pitt and Fox, become lefs interefling
to me than thofe of Czefar and Pompey. You are not
afriend of the young Minifter, but heisagreat favo-
rite on the continent , as he appears to be ftill; and
you muft own that the fairnefs of his character , his
eloquence, hisapplication to bufinefs, and even his
youth, mult prepoffefs at lealt the ignorant in his
favor. Of the merit or defe@s of hisadminiftration I
cannot pretend to {peak; butl find, from the coms-
plaints of fome interefted perfons, that his reftraints
on the fmuggling of tea have already ruined the Haf(}




350 LETTERS TO AND FROM

India Companies of Antwerp and Sweden,. and that
even the Dutch will fearcely find it worth their while
to fend any (hips to China. Your Irifh friends appear
to be more quiet, at lealt the volunteers and national
congrefs feem to fubfide, How far that tranquillity
muft be purchafed on our fide, by any pernicious
facrifices , you will beft decide ; and from fome hint
0 your laft letters,, I am-inclined to think that you
arelefs affected than might be fuppofed with national
or local prejudice. Your introduction I bave atten-
tively read ; the matter, though moft important in
itfelf, is out of the line of my ftudies and habits, and

the fubordinate beauties of ftyle you difclaim. Yet L

can fay with truth, thac I never met with more
curious and diligent inveftigation, more ftrong fenfe,
more liberal fpirit, and more cool and impartial
temper in the fame number of pages. By this time
you have probably read Necker’s book on the finans
ces. Perhaps for you there is too much French enthus
fiafm and paint; but in many refpects you muft have
gained a knowledge of his country ;5 and on the
whole, you muft have been pleafed with the picture
of a great and benevolent mind, In your attack on
Deyverdun for my picture I cannot promife you
much fuccefs; he feems refolved to maintain his right
of poffeffion , and your only chance would be a per-
fonal affault. The next fummer (how time flips
away!) was fixed for your vifit to Laufanne. We
are prepared at all points to receive you ! my Lady,
and a princcfs or two, with their train; and if you
have a proper contempt for St Stephen’s chapel,
you are perfedly free, and at leifure (can you ever
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be at leifure?) for the fummer feafon, As you are
now in a great meafure difengaged from any affairs,
you may find time to inform me of your proceedings
and your projects. At _prcfcnt I do not even know
whether you pafs the winter at Sheffield - Place or in
Downing - ftreet. My Lady revenges herfelf of my
long filence; yet Iembrace her and the infants. Adien,
You have deranged the Decline and Fall this morn-
ing. I have finithed my epiltle fince dinner, and
am now going to a pleafant party and good fupper.

N°® CLXXXII,
EDWA]}D GIBBON Zfguire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.
LAausaNNE ,’ September sth, 1785,

EXTRACT from a weckly Englifh Paper, Septem-
bergth, 1785. “lc is reported , but we hope witha
“ out foundation, that the celebrated Mr. Gibbon,
“ who had retired 'to Laufanne in Switzerland to
¢ finifh his valuable Hiftory, lately died in that city.”

The hope of the Newf{paper-writer is very hand-
fome and obliging to the Hiftorian; yet there are
feveral weighty reafons which would incline me to
believe that the intelligence may be true. Primo, It
muft one day be true ; and therefore may VEry pros
bably be fo at prefent. Secundo, We may always
depend on the impartiality, accuracy, and veracity
of an Englifh Newfpaper. Zertio, which is indeed
the firongeft argument, We are credibly informed
that for a long time paft the faid celebrated Hiftorian
has not written to any of his frieads in England ; and
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as that refpectable perfonage had always the repu.
tation of a moft exact and regular correfpondent, it
may be fairly concluded from his filence, that he
cither is, or ought to be dead. The only objection
that I can forefee, is the affurance that Mr. G —
himfelf read the article as he was eating his breakfalt,
andlaughed very heartily at the miftake of his brother
Hiftorian ; butas he might be defirous of concealing
that unpleafant event, we fhall not infift on his appa.
rent health and fpirits, which might be affected by
that fubtle politician. He affirms, however, not only
that heis alive, and was fo on the fifth of September,
but that his head , his heart, his komach, are in the
molt perfedt ftate, and that the climate of Laufanne
has been congenial both to his mind andbody. He
confefles indeed , that after the laft fevere winter,
the gout, his old enemy, from whom he hoped to
have efcaped, purfued him to his retreat among the
mountains of Helvetia, and that the fiege was long,
though more languid than in his precedent attacks ;
after fome exercife of patience he began to creep,
and gradually to walk ; and though he can neither
run, nor fly, nor dance, he fupports himfelf with
firmnels on his two legs, and would willingly kick
the impertinent Gazetteer ; impertinent enough,
though more eafily to be forgiven than the infolent
Courier du Bas Rhin, who about three years ago
amufed himfelf and his readers with a fiGtitious epiftle
from Mr. Gibbon to Dr. Robertfon

Perhaps now you think, Baron, that I fhall apolo-
gizein humble ftyle for my filence and neglect. But,
on the contrary, 1 do aflure you that Lam truly pro-

voked
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voked at your Lord(hip’s not condefcending to be
in a paffion. I might really bave been dead, I mighe
have been fick, if I were neither dead nor fick, 1
deferved a volley of curfes and reproaches for my
infernal lazinefs, and you have defranded me of my
jult dues. Had 1 been filent till Chriftmas, till doomf-
day, you would never have thought it worth your
while to abufe me. Why then (let me afk in your
name ) did you not write before ? That is indeed a
very curious queftion of natural and moral philo-
fophy. Certainly 1 am not lazy ; elaborate quartos
bave proved, and will abundantly prove my dilis
gence. I can write; fpare my modeflty on that fubject,
1 like to converfe with my friends by pen or tongue,
and as foon as I can fet myfelf a going, I know no

moments that run off more pleafantly. Iam fo well
convinced of that truth, and fo much afhamed of
forcing people that I love to forget me, that [ have
now refolved to fetapart the firlt hour of each day
for the difcharge of my obligations ; beginning ,
comme de raifon, with yourfelf, and regularly pro-
ceeding to Lord Loughborough and the reft, May
Heaven give me [trength and grace to accomplifh this
laudable intention! Amen. Certainly (yet [ do not
know whether it be fo certain ) I (hould write much
oftencr to you if we were not linked in bufinefs,
and if my bufinefs had not always been of the unplea«
fant and mortifying kind. Even now I fhove the
ugly monfter to the end of this epiftle, and will
confine him to a page by himfelf, that he may not
infect the purer air of our correfpondence. Of my
fituation here I havelittle new to fay, excepta very

Vo L A a
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comfortable and fingular truth, that my paffion for
my wife or miltrefs (Fanny Laufanne) is not palled
by fatiety and poffeffion of two years. I have feen
herin all feafons, andin all humors, and though fhe
isnot withoutfaults, they are infinitely overbalanced
by her good qualities. Her face is not handfome, but
her perfon, and every thing about her, has admirable
grace and beauty : fhe is ofa very cheerful fociable
temper; without much learning, fhe is endowed
with tafte and good fenfe ; and thoughnot rich, the
fimplicity of her education makes her a very good
economift ; (he is forbid by her parents to wear any
expenfive finery; and though her limbs are not
much calculated for walking , fhe has not yet alked
me to keep her a coach, Laft fpring (not to wear
the metaphor to rags ) [ faw Laufanne in a new light,
during my long fit of the gout, and muft boldly
declare, that either in health or ficknefs I find it far
more comfortable than your huge metropolis. In
London my confinement was fad and folitary ; the
many forgot my exiltence when they faw me no
longer at Brookes’s; and the few, who fometimes
cafta thoughtoran eye on their friend, were detained
by bufinefs or pleafure, the diftance of the way, or
the hours of the Houfe of Commons, and I was
proud and happy if I could prevail on Elmfly to
enliven the dulnefs of the evening. Here the objects
are nearer, and much more diftinct, and I myfelf
am an obje& of much larger magnitude. People are
not kinder, but they are more idle, and it muft be
confefled that, of all nations on the globe, the Englifh
are the lealt attentive to the old and infirm ; I donot
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mean in aéts of charity, butin the offices of civil life.
During three months [ have had round my chair a
fucceflion of agreeable men aud women, who came
with a fmile, and vanifhed at 2 nod; and as foon as
it was agreeable T had a conftant party at cards, which
was fometimes difmiffed to their refpe&tive homes,
and fometimes detained by Deyverdun to fupper,
without the leaft trouble or inconvenience to myfelf.
In a word , my plan has moft completely an{wered ;
and I folemnly proteft, after two years trial, that I
have never in a {ingle moment repented of my tranf.
migration. The only difagreeable circumftance is
the increafe of a race of animals with which this
country has been long infelted, and who are faid to
come from an ifland in the Northern Ocean. 1 am
told, buf it feems incredible, that upwards of forcy
thoufand Englifh , mafters and fervants, are now
ablent on the continent; and [ am fure we have our
full proportion, both in town and country, from the
month of June to that of October. The occupations
of the clofet, indifferent health, want of horfes, in
fome meafure plead my excufe; yetldotoo muchto
pleafe myfelf, and probably too little to fatisfy my
countrymen. What is ftill more unlucky is, that a
part of the colony of this prefent year are really
good company, people one knows, &c ; the Aftons,
Hales, Hampdens, Trevors; Lady Clarges and Mifs
Carter, Lord Northington, &c. I have feen Trevor
feveral times, who talks of you, and feems to be a
more exact correfpondent than myfelf. His wife is
much improved by her diplomatic life, and fhines in
eyery company, asaywoman of fathion and elegance.
Aaz
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But thofe who have repaid me for the reft, were
Lord and Lady Spencer. I faw them almoft every
day, at my houfe or their own, during their ftay of
amonth; for they were haftening to Italy, that they
might return to London next February. He 1s a
valuable man, and where he is familiar , a pleafant
companion ; fhe a charming woman, who, with
fenfe and fpirit, has the fimplicity and playfuloefs
of achild. You are not ignorant of her talents, of
which Me has left me an agreeable fpecimen , a draw-
ing of the Hiftoric Mufe, fitting in a thoughtful
poflture to compofe. So much of felf and Co. let us
now talk a little of your houfe and your two coun-
tries. Does my Lady ever join in the abufe which I
have merited from you ? Is fhe fatisfied with her own
behaviour,; her unpardonable filence, to one of the
prettieft, moft obliging, moft entertaining, moft, &c.
epiftles that ever was penned fince the epiltles of
* x x x x 9 Will fhe not mew one word of reply ?
I want fome account of her fpirits , health, amufe-
ments, of the elegant accomplilhments of Maria,
and the opening graces of Louifa: of yourfelfI wifh
to have fome of thofe details which (he is moft likely
to tranfmit Are you patient in your exclufion from
the Houfe ? Are you fatisfied with legiflating with
your pen? Do you pafs the whole winterin town ?
Have you refumed the purfuits of farming , &c. ?
‘W hat new connexions, publicor private, have you
formed ? A tour to the continent would be the beft
medicine for the (hattered nerves of a foldier and
politician. By this expreflion you will perceive that
your letter to Deyverdun is received; it landed laft



EDWARD GIBBON Efquire; 357

poft, after [ had already written the two firft pages
of this compofition. On the whole my friend was
pleafed and flattered ; but inftead {)f furrendering,
or capitulating, he feems to be making preparations
for an obftinate defence, He already talks of the right
of polfcfﬁon *¢, of the duties of a good citizen, ofa
swrit neexeat regnium, and of a vote of the two hundred,
that whomfoever fhall, directly or indirectly , &c.
is an enemy to his country. Between you be the
firife, while I fit with my fcales in my hand, like
Jupiter on Mount Ida. L begin toview with the fame
indifference the combat of Achilles Pitt, and Hector
Fox ; for fuch, as it (hould now feem , muft be the
comparifon of the two warriors, * * #* & * %
At this diftance I am much lefs angry with bills,
taxes, and propofitions, than I am pleafed with Pitt
for making a friend and a deferving man happy, for
relealing Batt from the fhackles of the law , and for
enhancing the gift of a fecure and honorable compe-
tency, by the handfofe manner in which it was
conferred. This I underftand to be the cafe, from
the unfufpicious evidence of Lord Northington and
Cbief Baron Skinner; and ifI can find time , (refolur
tion,) I will fend him a hearty congratulation; if I
fail , you may at leat communicate my intentions.
Of Ireland | know nothiag , and while I am writing
the Decline of a great Empire, I have not leifure to
attend to the affairs of a remote and petty province.
1 fee that your friend Fofter has been hooted by the
mob, and unatimoufly chofen Speaker of the Houle
of Commons. How could Pitt expofe himfelf to the
difgrace of withdrawing his propofitions after a
Aa 3




358 LETTERS TO AND FROM

public attempt ? Have Minifters no way of compu-
ting before hand the fenfe or nonfenfe of an Irifh Par-
liament ? 1 am quite in the dark; your pamphlet,

or book, would probably have opened my eyes;

but, whatever may have been the reafon, 1 give
you my word of honor, that I have never feen nor
heard of it. Here we are much more engaged with
continental politics. In general we hate the Emperor,
as the enemy of peace , without daring to make war.
The old lion of Pruffia a&s a much more glorious
part, as the champion of public tranquillity, and the
independence of the German ftates.

And now for the bitter and naufeous pill of pecu-
niary bufinefs, vpon which I fhall be as concife as
poffible in the two articles of my difcourfe, land
and money. b S DO el e S R %o i
* 7 * * L ¥ * * *
It is impoflible to hate more than I do this odious
neceflity of owing, borrowing, anticipating , and
Tlook forwards with impatiefice to the happy period
when the fupplies will always be raifed within the
year, with a decent and ufeful furplus in the treafury.
1 now truft to the conclufion of my Hiftory , and it
will haften and fecure the principal comforts of my
life. You will believe I am not lazy ; yet I fear the
term is fomewhat mare diftant than I thought. My
long gout loft me three months in the fpring; in every
great work unforefeen dangers, and difficulties, and
delays will arife; and I fhould be rather forry. than
furprifed if nextautumn was poftponed to the enfuing
fpring. fmy Lady (a good creature) fhould write
to Mrs. Porten, fic may convey news of my life
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and health , without faying any thing of this po/fible
delay. Adieu. I embrace, &c.
LAUSANNE , O&ober 1ft, 1785,

' 'N° CLXXXIII.

EpwarD GiBBON Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

LAusanne, January 17th, 1786,

HEAR, all ye nations! An epiftle from Sheffield-

Place , received the feventeenth of January, is an-

~ fwered the fame day; and to fay the truth, this

method, which is the belt, is at the fame time the
moft eafy and pleafant. Yet I do not allow that on
the laft paft filence and delay you have any more
reafon to fwear than myfelf. Our letters croffed each
other, our claims were equal, and 1f both had
been ftiffly maintained, our mutual filence muft have
continued till the day of judgment. The balance was
doubtlefs in my favor, if you recolleé the length,,
the fullnefls, the variety of pleafant and inftructive
matter of my laft difpatch. Evenat prefent, of myfelf,
my occupations, my defigns, 1 have little or nothing
to add ; and can only {peak drily and briefly to very
dry and”difagresable bifinefs. s x w0k o HER
But we fhall both agree , that the true criminal is my
Lady ; and though I do fuppofe that a letter is on
the road,, which will make fome amends, her obfti-
nate, contumacious, dilatory filence, fo many months
or years fince my valuable letter, is worthy a royal
tigrefs. * * * * * * * P
* * a ¥ X * * *

Aa g
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Notwithftanding your gloomy politicians , 1 do
Yove the funds; and were the next war to reduce
them to half , the remainder would be a better and
pleafanter property, than a fimilar value in your
dirty acres. We are now in the height of our winter
amufements ; balls, great fuppers, comedies, &e.
and , except St. Stephen’s, I certainly lead a more
gay and diffipated life here, among the Alps, (by
the bye, amoftextraordinary mild winter, ) than in
the midft of London. Yetmy mornings, and fome-
times an afternoon, are diligently employed. My
work advances, but much remains, indeed much
morethan I imagined; buta great book, likea great
houfe , was never yet finifhed at the given time.
When I talk of the fpring ofeighty-feven, I fuppofe
all my time well beftowed ; and what do you think
of a fic of the gout, that may difqualify me for two
or threemonths ? You may growl, but if you calmly
refleé on my pecuniary and fentimental ftate , you
will believe that I moft earneftly defire to complete
my labor, and vifitEngland. Adieu.

N°* CLXXX]V,
. EDWARD GIBBON Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

LausanNe, May roth, 1586,

BY the difference, I fuppofe, of the pofts of France
and Germany, Sir Stanier’s letter, though firlt written,
15 ftill on the road, and your’s, which I received
yefterday morning, brought me the firft account
of poor Mrs. Porten’s departure. There are few

>
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events that could affli®@ me more deeply, and I
have been ever fincein a ftate of mind more de-
ferving of your pity than of your reproaches. I.
certainly am not ignorant that we have nothing
better to wifth for ourfelves than the fate of that
belt humored woman, asyou very jultly ftyle her,
a good underftanding and an excellent heart, with
health, {pirits, and a competency, to live inthe
mid® of her friends till the age of fourfcore, and
¢hen to (hut her eyes without pain or remorle. Death
can bave deprived her only of fome years of weak-
nefs, perhaps of mifery; and for myfelf , it is fure-
ly lefs painful to lofe her at prefent, than to find
her in my vifit to England next year finking under
the weight of age and infirmities, ahd perhaps
forgetful of herfelf and of the perfons once the
deareft to her. All this 15 pcrfcé‘tlytruc: but all thefe
reflections will not difpel a thoufand fad and tender
remembrances that rufh upon my mind. To her
care 1 am indebted in earlielt infancy for the pre-
fervation of my life and health. I was a puny child,
negleted by my mother, ftarved by my nurfe,
and of whofe being very little care or expeation
was entertained ; without her maternal vigilance I
fhould either have beenin my grave, or imperfectly
lived a crooked rickety monfter, a burden to my-
felf and others. To her inftrucions I owe the firft
rudiments of knowledge, the firlt exercife of realon,
and a tafte for books, which is fill the pleafure
and glory of my life ; and though fhe taught me
neither language nor fcience, fhe was certainly the
moft ufeful preceptor I ever had. As 1 grew up,
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an intercourfe of thirty years endeared her to me;
as the faithful friend and the agreeable companion.
You have feen with what freedom and confidence
we lived together, and have often admired her
charader and converfation, which could alike pleale
the youngand theold. All this isnow loft, finally,
irrecoverably loft! I will agree with my Lady, that
the immortality of the foul is at fome times a very
comfortable dodrine. A thoufand thanks to her
for her conftant kind attentionto that poor woman
who is no more. I wifh I had as much to applaud,
and as little to reproach, in my own behaviour
towards IVIrs. Porten fince I left England ; and when
I reflect that my letters would have foothed and
comforted her decline, I feel more deeply than I
can exprefls, the real negle¢t, and feeming indif-
ference, of my filence. To delay a letter from the
Wednefday to the Saturday, and then from the
Saturday to the Wednefday, appears a very flight
offence; yet in the repetition of fuch delay , weeks,
months , and years will elapfe, till the omiffion may
become irretrievable, and the confequence mifchie-
vous or fatal. After along lethargy, I had roufed
myfelf laft week, and wrote to the three old Ladies;
my letter for Mrs. Porten went away lalt poft,
Saturday night, and yours did not arrive till Mon-
day morning. Sir Stanier will probably open it,
read the true picture of my fentiments for a friend
who, when I wrote, was already extin&. There
is fomething fad and awful in the thought , yet,
on the whole, I am not forry that even this tardy
epiftle preceded my knowledge of her death: but
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it did not precede (you will obferve) the infor-
mation of her dangerous and declining ftate, which
I conveyed in my laft letter , and her anxious con-
cern that fhe fhould never fee or /ear from me again,
This idea, and the hard thoughts which you muft
entertain of me, prefs fo much on my mind, that
1 muft frankly acknowledge a firange inexcufable
fupinenefs, on which I defire you would make no
comment, and which in fome meafure may account
for my delays in correfponding with you. The
unpleafant nature of bufinefs, and theapprehenfion
of finding fomething difagreeable, tempted me to
poftpone from day to day, not only the anfwering,
but-even the opening, your penultimate epiftle;
and when I received your laft, yefterday morning,
the feal of the former was ftill unbroken. Oblige
me fo far as to make no refle®tions; my own may
be of fervice to me hereafter. Thus far (exped
the laft fentence) I have run on with a fort of me-
lancholy pleafure, and find my heart much relieved
by unfolding it to a friend. And the fubject fo
firongly holds me, fo much difqualifies me for other
difcourfe, either ferious or pleafant, that here I
would willingly ftop, and referve all mifcellaneous
matter fora fecond volusnteer epiftle. But weboth
know how frail are promifes, how dangerousare
delays, and there are fome pecuniary objects on
which I think it neceffary to give you an immediate,
though now tardy, explanation.

I do not return you any formal thanks for f

1 have really a hundred things to fay of myfelf, of
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you and Co. of your works, of mine, of my books
in Downing-ftreet, of Laufanne, of politics, &c.
&c. After this, fome epiftolary debts muft and
SHALL be paid; and to proceed with order, 1 have
fixed this day fortnight (Vlay twenty-fifth) for the
date and difpatch of your fecond epiftle. Give me
credit once more. Pray does my Lady think her-
felf abfolved from all obligation of writing to me?
To her at lealt I am not in arrear. Adieu.

N° CLXXXV.

EDWARD Grsnon Efquire to Sir STANIER PORTEN,
Kenfington - Palace.

MY DEAR SIR, LAUSANNE, May xath, 1986.

ra

i— He¢ melancholy event which you have commu-
nicated , in your lalt obliging letter of the twenty-
fourth of April, mightindeed be too naturally feared
and expected. If we confult our reafon, we can
wifh nothing better for ourfelves than the lot of
that dear and valuable friend whom we have now
Ioft*”. A warm heart, a ftrong and clear under-
ftanding , a molt invaluable happinefs of temper,
which (howed her the agreeable or comfortable fide
of every objeét, and every fituation ; an eafly com-
petency , the reward of her own attention ; private
friendfhip, general eftcem, a mature age, and a
placid decline. But thefe rational motives of con-
folation are infufficient to check a thoufand foft and
fad remembrances that rufh into my mind ; the in-
timacy of a wholelife ; of mine, at lealt, from the
carliet dawn of my infancy; the maternal and affi-

G
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duous care of my health, and afterwards of my mind;
the freedom and frequency of our converfations;
the regret which I fclt. in our laft feparation, and
the hope, however faint and precarious, of feeing
her again. Time alm?c can reconcile us to this irre-
parable lofs, and to his healing power I muft recom-
mend your gricf, as well as my own. I fincerely
app]aud her very proper and natural difpofal of her
effects, and am proud of the pre.eminence which
fhe has allowed me in a lift of dear and worthy
relations.

I am too full of a fingle idea to expatiate, as I
fhould otherwife do, on indifferent mattersy yet
not totally indifferent to my friends, fince they
relate to my prefent fituation. My health is in
general perfectly good, and the only drawbacks
fome occafional vifits of the gout, which abate,
however, in ftrength, and are grown, I think lefs
frequent and lating. The life which I lead is tems
perate and tranquil, and the diftemper itfelf is not
common in the purity and drinefs of the climate.
After a long trial, I can now approve my own
choice of retiring to Switzerland. My delightful
habitation, at once in town and country; my
library, and the fociety of agreeable men and women,
compofe a very eligible plan of life, which is (baded
with very few, and very flight exceptions, L proa
fecute with eafe, and regular diligence, the con-
clufion of my Hiftory; and, as far as I can judge,
1 may hope to deliver it to the prefs in.the courle
of next year. Thatimportant bufinefs will recal me
to England, and detain me there fome months; and
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I Mall rejoice in the opportunity of revifiting my
country and my friends; among them thofe of Ken-
fington - Palace hold a high and diftinguifhed place.

L truly fympathize, my dear Sir, in your paternal
feeling, in the health and progrefs of your very
promifing children. IMay that, and every other
blefling, attend both yourfelf and Lady Porten.
My friend , M. Deyverdun, defires to affure you
of his refpect and good wilhes. 1 am, dear Sir, moft
affectionately yours.

N* CLXXXVI.

Epwarp GieeoN Zfquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

LAUSANNE, July 22d, 1786.
¥ * »* * * Ll 3 a* L a*
Since Ihave another page, and fome leifure - mo.
ments, we may as well employ it in friendly con-
verfe; the more fo, as the great letter to which I
alluded is wonderfully precarious and uncertain : the
more fo likewile, as our correfpondence for fome
time paft has been of an abrupt and difagreeable
caft. Let usfirflt talk of Shefficld’s works: they are of
two forts: Primo, Two nymphs, whom I much defire
to fee; the fprightly Viaria and the gentle Louifa.
I perfectly reprefent them bothin theeye of fancy;
each of them accomplifhed according to her age and
charader, yet totally different in their external and in-
ternal forms. Secundo, ‘T'hree pamphlets ; pamphlets!
I cry you mercy; three weighty treatifes, almoft
as ufeful as an inquiry into the {tate of the primi-
tive church. And here let me jullify, if 1 have not
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before 5 MY filenceona fl]bjC& which we authors do
not eafily forgive. The firlt, whofefirlt editions had
feen the light beforel left England, followed me here
in a more complete condition ; and that Treatife on
the American Trade has been read, judged, approved,
and reported. Thefecond, onlreland, Ihave feen
by accident the copy you fent to IVIr. Trevor, who
paffed laft fammer (eighty-five) here. The third, and
in my prefent fitutation the molt interefting, on the
French Commerce ** , I have not yet feen by any
means whatfoever, and you who know what orders
you have given to Elm{ly or others, willbeft difcern
on whom fhould be laid the fault and the blame. By
the bye, Mrs. Trevor is now here, without her
bufband, and I am juft going to fee her, about a
mile out of town: fhe is judged elegant and ami.
able. . But to return to your books, all that I have
feen muft do you honor, and might do the public
fervice ; you are above the trifling decorations of
ftyle; but yourfenfe is firong, your viewsimpartial,
and yourinduftry laudable. 1 find that your American
Tra& is jult tranflated into German. Do you ftill
correfpond with * * * *?2 If he could eftablifh a
beneficial intercourle between the two firft nations
in the world, I would excufe him fome little political
tergiverfation. At fome diftance of time and place,
thofe domeftic fquabbles lofe much of their import-
ance ; and though I fhould not forgive him any
breach of private friendfhip or confidence, I cannot
much blame him if he chofe rather to ferve his
family and his country, than to perfevereina hope-
lefs and, as 1 fufpet, an unpopular oppofition.




368 LETTERS TO AND FROM

You have never told me clearly and correctly how
you fupport your inadive retreat from the Houfe of
Commons ; whether you have refumed your long
forgotten tafte for ruraland domeftic pleafures, and
whether you have never caft alook towards Coven-
try, or fome other borough cqually pure and
re[pectable. In the fhort fpace thatis left I will only
repeat more diftinétly, that'in the prefent contem-
plation of my work, June or July of next year is the
carlieft term at which I can hope to fee England 3
and if I have afit of the gout? I have indeed been
free from the monfter this laft twelvemonth ; but he
is moft arbitrary and capricious. Of my own fitua-
tion let me fay with truth thatitis tranquil, eafy,
and well adapted to my character. All enthufiafmis
now at an end, [ fee things in their true light, and
I applaud the judgment and choice of my retire-
ment. 1 am well xhappy, and diligent; but your
kind hint of the London-houfe is perfecily fuper-
fluous; as inftead of the fpring, we mult already
read the fimmer of next year. Do not be childifh or
paflionate ; truft me, I wilhto appear in England;
but it muft be with my book in my hand; and a
book takes more time in making than a puddiog,
Adieu. Will my Lady never write ?

You fee why I have left a blaok in the firlt page
and when I begun I had no defign of going beyond
it; and now, unlefs I have fome extraordivary fit
of diligence and zeal, fhall probably wait till the
return of yourepiftle. A word before we part, about
the leaft unpleafant of my bufinefs; my library in
Downing - fireets  Excufe the accidental derange-

ment;
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ment ; 1 fhall fend for no more books, and only beg
you to give them fhelterin your uninhabited parlour
till my arrival. Two or three mornings will fuffice
for perfon;ll review, and the fubfequent fteps of fale
or travel will moft properly be executed under my
own eye. Once more adieu.

Ne CLXXXVII.

EpwarD GIBBON E[quire to Mr. CADELL, Bookfeller,
London.

DEAR SIR, Lavsanng, December 16th, 1786

Treceiven your letter this morning (the 16th in.
ftant), and anfwer it the fame day. I am a fad cor-
refpondent, but it has been my conftant endeavour
that my negligence (hould never affect the intereft
or happinefs of my friends. .

The report you fo kindly mention is fomewhat
incorre®t. I never could fix a particular day for
dining with Lord Shefficld, or (hould I think of per-
forming the journey in the winter-month of Februas
ry. The laft autumn was the term which I had
fixed in my hopes, and long fince in my letters to
him. It has been changed to next fpring, and by
the fpring I muft now underfland the middle of the
fummer, which I can at prefent afcertain with fome
confidence, from a nearer profpect of the end of my
work, which I fhall bring over for the prefs. It
will confift of three more quarto volumes, fomewhat
thinner, perhaps, than their predeceflors; butas that
difference cannot be enough to affect the price, it

Vor. IL. B b
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will be fo much faved on the author’s pains, and
the printer’s expenfes. 1 am happy to under{tand
the public entertain the fame opinion of the paft, and
the fame impatience for the remainder ; and, unlefs
I am ftrangely deceived, their expectation will not
be difappointed. The three lalt volumes are la-
bored at leaft with equal diligence; they containa
longer period of time, and a far greater variety of
events; and the whole will comprife a general fe-
ries of hiftory, from the reign of Trajan and the
Antonines, to the taking of Confltantinople by Ma-
homet the Second; with a teview of IMahomet and
his fucceffors, the Crufades and the Turks, as far
as in their utmoft latitude they arve connected
with the fate of the Eaftern or Weftern Empire,
With regard to our pecuniary arrangements, I per-
fuade myfelf that we fhall have no more difficulties
now than heretofore; that you will cheerfully af-
fign the fame value to the three younger as to the
three elder brothers; and that fo importanta tranf-
. a&ion will have been concluded in the firft inftance
by three minutes of converfation, and in the fecond
by three lines of a letter; a memorable example in
the annals of authors and bookfellers. If you agree
with me on this fubject, you may provide paper,
&c. as foon as you pleafe in the fpring, in the full
confidence of fecing me with my book in the fum-
mer: and I fhould not ‘be forry to learn what time
(in ufing the utmoft expedition ) would be fufficient
for printing} and how late you would confent to
publifh in the enfuing fpring. At this moment, when
1 am ftraining every nerve to conclude my living la-
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bors, T am ill-difpofed to lofe any time in the dull
dead work of correcing a new edition. When I
am in lingland, quiet in the country, there would be
room and leifure fora complete revifion ; and 1 thould
have no objection to place at the end of the fixth
volume a ftring of amendments and improvements,
which bereafter might be inferted in their proper
places. We (hall likewife have occafion for a good
and general index to the avhole.

1 fincerely condole with you in your various loffes:
Rofe and Straban were indeed valnable men. For
myfelf, you will rejoice to hear that I am [fatisfied
with my Swifs retirement; and that, except fome
mild and tranfient fits of the gout, [ enjoy as much
health and happinefs as is compatible with the lot of
man., I expect with much impatience Dr. Robert-
fon’s improved edition. There are three or four
books which I (hould like to have without delay:
that work, Pennant’s Ar&ic Zoology, White’s
Sermons (the Arabic profeffor), the Annual Regif
ter fince the year 1782. With Eimfley’s afliftance
(heis a fad dog, but I will write to him foon) could
you not inclofe them in a fmall box, with any other
recent publications of merit, and difpatch them in-
ftantly by fome more coltly and expeditious mode
of conveyance? 1 am, moft faithfully yours.

Bbz2
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Ne CLXXXVIII,

Epwarp GissoN Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

LAUSANNE, January goth, 1787,

AI-‘TER fome fallies of wrath, you feem atlength
to have fubfided in fullen filence, and and I muft
confefs not totally without reafon. Yetif your mind
be ftill open to truth, you will confefs that I am
not fo black as I appear. 1. Your Lordfhip has fhown
much lefs a&ivity and eloquence than formerly, and
your laft letter was an anfwer to mine, which I had
expected fome time with impatience. Bad examples
are dangerous to young people. 2. Formerly I have
neglected anfwering your epiftles on effential, though
unpleafant bufinefs; and the res-publica or privata
may have {uffered by my neglect. Suppofing there-
fore we had no tranfactions, why fhould I writefo
often? To exchange fentimental compliments, or
to relate the various and important tranfactions of the
republic of Laufanne. Aslongasl do notinformyou
of my death, you have good grounds to believe me
aliveand well. You have ageneral, and will foon have
a more particular idea of my fyftem and arrange.
ment here. One day glides away after another in
tranquil uniformity. Every object muft have fides
and moments lefs luminous than others; but, upon
the whole, the life and the place which I have chofen
are moft happily adapted to my chara&er and cir-
cumftances; and 1 can now repeat at the end of three
years, what I foon and {incerely affirmed, that never,in
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afingleinftant, have Irepented of my fcheme of retires
ment to Laufanne; a retirement which was judged by
my belt and wifelt friend a projec little fhort of infani-
ty. The place, the people, the climate, bave anfwered
or exceeded my warmeft expectations. And though
I truly rejoice in my approaching vifit to England,
Mr. Pitt, were he your friend and mine, would
not find it an eafy talk to prevent my return.
3. And now let me add a third reafon, which
often diverted me from writing ; namely, my impa-
tience to fee you this next fummer. Iam building
a great book, which, befides the three ftories al-
ready expofed to the public eye, will have three fto-
ries more before we reach the roof and battlements:
You too have built or altered a great Gothic caftle
with baronial battlements. Did you finifh it within
the time you intended? As that time drew near,
did you not find a thoufand namelefs and unexpected
works that muft be performed; each of them cal-
ling for a portion of time and labor ? and had you
not defpifed, nobly defpifed, the minute diligence of
finifhing, fitting up,, and furnifhing the apartments,
you would have difcovered a new train of indifpen-
fable bufinefs. Such at leaft, has been my cafe. A
loug while ago, when I contemplated the diftant
profped of my work, I gave you and myfelf fome
hopes of landing in England laft autumn; but, alas?
when autumn grew near, hills began to rife on hills,
Alps on Alps, and I found my journey far more
tedious and toilfome than I had imagined. When
1 look back on the length of the undertaking, and

the variety of materials, I cannot accufe, or {uffer
Bhb3z
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myfelf to be accufed of idlenefs; yet it appeared
that unlefs I doubled my diligence, another year,
and perhaps more, would clapfe before I could em-
bark with my complete manufcript. Under thefe
circumftances I took, and am il executing, a bold
and meritorious refolution, The mornings in winter,
and in a country of early dinners, are very concife;
to them, my ufval period of ftudy, I now frequently
add the evenings, renounce cards and fociety, re-
fufe the moft agreeable evenings, or perhaps make
my appearance at a late fupper. By this extraor-
dinary indufiry, which I never practifed before, and
to which I hope never to be again reduced, 1 fee
the laft part of my Hiftory growing apace under
my hands; all my materials are collected and ar-
ranged; I can exactly compute. by the fquare foot, 1
or the fquare page, all that remains to be done; and
after concluding text.and notes, after a general re-
view of my time and my ground, I can now deci-
fively afcertain the final period of the Decline and
Fall, and can boldly promife that I will dine with
you at Sheffield-Place in the month of Auguft, or
perbaps of July, in the prefent year; within lefs than
a twelvemonth of the term which I had loofely and
originally fixed; and perbaps it would not be eafy
to find a work of that fize and importance in which
the workman has fo tolerably kept his word with
himfelf and the public. But in this fituation, op-
prcfrcd with this particular objedt, and ftealing every
hour from amuflement, to the fatigue of the pen,
and the eyes, you will concelve, or you might con
ceive, how little flomach I have for the cpiftolary
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ftyle; and that inftead of idle, though, friendly cor-
refpondence, I think 1t far more agreeable to em=
ploy my time in the effetual mealures that may
haftenand exhilarate our perfonal interview. About
a month ago I had a voluntary, and not unpleafing,
epiftle from Cadell; he informs me that he is going
to printa new octavo edition, the former. being ex-
haufted, and that the public expect with impatience
the ‘conclufion of that excellent work, whofe repu~
ration increafes every day, &c. 1 anfwered him by
the return of the poft, to inform him of the period
and extent of my labors, and to exprefs a reafon-
able hope that he would fet the fame value on the
three lalt as he had done on the three former vo-
lumes. Should we conclude in this ealy mannera
¢ranfaction fo honorable to the author and book-
feller, my way is clear and open before me; in pe-
cuniary matters I think I am affured for the reft of
my life of never troubling my friends, or being trou-
bled myfelf; a ftate to which I afpire, and which I
indeed deferve, if not by my management, at leaft
by moderation.

In your laft, you talk more of the French treaty
than of yourfelf and your wife and family; a true
Fnglith quid nunc! For my part, in this remote, in=
land, neutral country, you will fuppofe, that after
a {light glance on the papers, I have neither had
the means nor the inclination to think very deeply
about it. As a citizen of the world, a character
to which lam every day rifing or finking, 1 muft
rejoice in every agreement that diminifhes the fe-
parmion between neighbouring countries, which fof-

Bba
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tens their prejudices, unites their intereft and induf- ,
try, and renders their future hoftilities lefs frequent
and lefs implacable.  With regard to thé prefent
treaty, I hope, both nations are gainers; fince other-
wife it cannot be Jafling; and fuch double mutual
gain is furely poffible in fair trade, though it could
not eafily happen in the mifchievous amufements of
Wwar and! gaming: AR OHCHEHIRERT TR H0aT ¥ENa i
* 4 ¥ *  What a delightful hand have'thefe
great ftatefmen made of it fince my departure! with-
out power, and, as far as I can fee, without hope.
When we meet I fhalt advife you to digeft all your
political and commercial knowledge, (England, Ire-
land, France, America,) and, with fome attention
to ftyle and order, to make the whole a claffic book,
which may preferve your name and benefic your
country. [ know not whether you have feen Sie
Henry Ciinton fince his return: he paffed a day with
me, and feemed pleafed with my reception and place.
We talked over you and the American war. 1 em-
brace the filent my Lady and the two honorable
Miffes, whom I figh to behold and admire. Adieu.
Ever yours.

Though I can part with land, you find I cannot
part with books: the remainder of my library has
fo long embarraffed your room, that it may now
awaitmy prefence and final judgment. Has my Lady
read a novel entitled Caroline de Litchfield, of our
home manufacture; T may fay of ours, fince Dey- )
verdun and myfelf were the judges and patrons of
the manufcript. The author, who is fince married
a fecond time, (Madame de Croufiz, now Moge
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tolieu, ) is a charming woman. I'wasin fome danger.
Once more, bar a long fit of the gout, and the Hif
torian will land at Dover before the end of July,

Adieu.
Neo CLXXXIX.
Epwarp GIBBON Efquire to Mr. CapiLL, London,
DEAR SIR, LAUSANNE, February 24th, 1787,

I aM perfe&ly fatisfied with your’sand Mr. Strahan’s
cheerful and liberal affent to my propofal, and am
glad to find that your partner has not degenerated
from his worthy father, whofe lofs I fincerely la-
ment. The fole remaining difficulty (of the vo-
lumes falling below the guinea price) it is unnecef-
fary for the prefent to difcufs, as I think it unlikely
to happen. As I am refolved to finith and revife
the work before I leave Laufanne, it will depend
on yourfelf to arrange your preparations of paper,
&c. in' fuch a manner that we may loofe no time,
but go to prefs the firlt week after my arrival. But
in the mean while I wifh you to reflect and inquire ;-
1ft, In how many months the impreflion of the three
volumes may be completed, either with ordinary
or extraordinary diligence. And, 2dly, How late
in next year you would be defirous or willing to
publifh. - On my revifal I may find more alterations
and improvements to make than 1at prefent forefee;
1 may be difabled by a fit of the gout; and your
fpccdy anfwer will inform me of the utmoft latitude
in which I may be indulged, without: totally difs
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concerting our common intereft. You probably
agree with me in the neceflity of a good general
index for the fix volumes. If you are poffefled of
anintelligent workman, he might without delay take
in hand the three firlt volumes; but in that cafe
I muft defire him to {end me as foon as poffible a
Jhort (pecimen by the poft. Lhave thought on the
fubjec of index-making, and can give him fome
advice, which will abridge the fize, without impair-
ing the ufe and value of his alphabetical table. By
a letter of the thirteenth inftant, Elmfley informs me
that he is on the point of fending the books; and
I hope to have them here before the end of next
month. I propofe writing to him very foon; but
as the events of life are uncertain, it may be fafer
" to anfwer his queftion through your channel: ** The
* author of Caroline ([Madame de Croufaz) is now
* become Madame la Baronne de Montolieu by
fecond marriage, and has other cares and pleafures
befides thofe of writing. Her pen is not idle, but
her new fchemes of romance are not in any de-
« gree of forwardnefs or maturity. Perhapsa hand-
+“ fome propofal from an Englith bookfeller might
“ ftimulate her diligence.” I am fincerely yours.
In our flyle of negociation it is almoft fuperflu-
ous to fay that I referve about a fcore of copies
for myfelf and my friends.

(13
Y

[
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Ne CXC.

EpwARD GIBBON ZEfquire ‘to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

Lausannr, June ed, 1787

f I BEGIN to difcover that if I wait till I could achieve
a juft and fatisfactory epifile, equally pleafant and in-
fiructive, you would have a poor chance of hear-
ing from me. I will therefore content myfelf with
a fimple anfwer to a queftion, which (1love to be-
lieve) you repeat with fome impatience: “ When
*“ may we expect you in England ?” My great build-
ing Is, as it were, completed, and fome {light orna-
ments, the painting and glazing of the laft finithed
rooms may be difpatched withoutinconvenience in
the autumnal refidence at Sheffield-Place. Itis there-
fore my fincere and peremptory intention to depart
from Laufanne. about the twentieth of July, and to
find myfelf (me trouger) in London onor before the
glorious firlt of Auguft. I know of nothing that
can prevent it but a fit of the gout, the capricious
tyrant, who obeys no laws either of time or place;
and fo unfortunately are we circumftanced, that fuch
a fit, if it came late and lalted long, would effectually
difable me from coming till next {pring ; fince there-
by I thould lofe the feafon, the monfoon, for the
impreflion of three quarto volumes, which will re-
quire nine months (a regular parturition ), and can-
not advantageoufly appear after the beginning or
middle of May. At the fame time do not be ap+
pa‘ch:uﬁ'/c that I mean to play you a dog’s trick.

\
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From a thoufand motives it is my wilh to come over
this year: the defire of feeing you, and the filent fuller
my Lady; the family-arrangements, difcharge of '
fervants, which 1 have already made; the firong
wifh of fettling my ‘three youngeft children in a
manner honorable to them and beneficial to their
parents. IMuch mifcellaneous matter arifes to my
pen, but I will not be tempted to turn the leaf. Ex-
pect me therefore at Sheffield-Place, with a ftrong
probability, about the fifteenth of Auguft. Adieu.
Yours.

N° CXCL
EpwARD GIBBON Efjuire to the Right Ilonozablc
Lord SHEFFIELD,

LAUSANNE, July 21ft, 1%87.

N :
1 HE twentieth of July is paft, and I am ftill at
Laufanne ; but the march of heavy bodies, fuch as
armies and hiftorians, can feldom be forefeen or fixed
to a precife day. Some particular reafons have
engaged me to allow myfelf another week; and the
day of my departure is now (Z belicve) determined for
Sunday the twenty-ninth inftant. You know the
road.and the diftance. I am no rapid Englifh traveller,
and my fervant, is not accultomed to ride poft. I
was never fond of deeds of darknefs, and if the
weather be hot, we muft repofe in the middle of the \
day. Yet the roads are in general good: between
fun and fun theintervalislong; andl barring the ac-
cidents of winds and waves, I think it po[Tble to
reach London in ten or twelve days; viz. on or'before
the ninth of Augult. With your acive fpirit, you
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will fcarce underftand how I canlook on this eafy
journey with fome degree of reluctance and appre-
henfion; but after a tranquil fedentary life of four
years, (having lain but a fingle night out of my own
bed,) 1 fee mountains and monfters in the way ; and
fo happy do I feel myfelf a Zome, that nothing but
the ftrongelt calls of friendfhip and interelt could
drag me from hence. You ingenioufly propofe that
1 (hould turn offat Sittingbourn, and feem to wonder
what bufinefs I can find, or make, foran immediate
refidencein the capital. Have you totally forgot that
1 bring over three quarto volumes for the prefs ? and
are you ignorant thatnot a moment muft be loft, if
we are defirous of appearing at a proper feafon; and
that T muft fet the machine in motion before I can
fecede to Sheffield-Place with an ealy mind, and fora
reafonable term 2 Of this be affured, that I fhall not
be lefs impatient than yourfelf,and that,of human two.
legged animals, yourfelf and yours are the firt whom
1 fhall wifh to fee in England.  For myfelf, 1 donot
regret the occupancy of Downing-fireet ; in my firft
vifit to London , alodging or hotel in the Adelphi
will be more convenient; but I have fome anxiety
about my books, and muft try whether I can' ap-
proach thofe holy relics, without offending the deli-
cacy of an amiable Duchefs. Our interview is {o
near, that I have little more toadd, excepta caution
about my own concerns, in which you will confefs,
that from —, and —, to —, I have been generally
unlucky. If any thing remains, prefent or future,
it muft be agitated and decided ; but all retrofpects
are ufelefs and painful, and we have fo many pleafant
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fubjeds of converfation, that all fuch odious matters
may be buried in oblivion. Adieu. I embrace my
Lady and Louifa, but I no longer prefume, even
on paper , to embrace the blooming Maria. Ever
yours,

N° CXCIL

EDWARD GIBEON Lfquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD,

ADELPHI HOTEL , Auguft gth, 1789.

IntELLIGENCE EXTRAORDINARY. This day' (Auguft
the feventh) the celebrated E. G. arrived with a
numerous retinue (one fervant). We hear that
he has brought over from Laufanne the remainder
of his Hiftory for immediate publication. The poft
had left town before my arrival. Iam pleafed, but
indeed aftonithed, to find myfelf in London, after
a journey of fix hundred miles, and hardly yet con-
ceive how 1 had refolution to undertake it. I find
myfelfnot alictle fatigued, and have devoted this hog
day to privacy and repofe , without baving feen any
body except Cadell and Elmfley, and my neighbour
Batt, whole civility amounts to kindnefs and real
friendfhip. Butyou may depend on it, thatinftead
of fauntering in town, or giving way to every temp-
tation; I will difpatch my neceffary work, and haften
with impatience to the groves of Shetfield.Place ; a
projcct fomewhat/more rational than the haflty turby.
lent vifit which your vigor had imagined. lfyou
come up to quicken my diligence we (hall meet the
fooner; but 1 fee no appearance of my leaving town
before the end of next week. I embrace, &c. Adieu.
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N° CXCIIL
The Same to the Same.
Monday Afternoon, 1987,

]PRECIPITATE, I inconvenience! Alas! alas! I am
a poormifcrab]c cripple, confined to my chair. Laft
Wednelday evening I felt fome flying fymptoms
of the gout: for two fucceeding days I firuggled
bravely, and went in a chair to dine with Batt
and Lord Loughborough: but on Saturday I yielded
to my conqueror. 1 have now pafled thiee weari. °
fome days without amufement, and three miferable
nights without fleep. Yet my acquaintance . are
charitable; and as virtue fhould never be made too
difficult , Ifeel that a man has more friends in Pall.
mall than in Bentinck ftreet. This fit is remarkably
painful ; the enemy is poflelled of theleft foot and
knee, and how far he may carry the war God only
knows. Of futurity it is impoffible to fpeak; but
it will be fortunate if I am able toleave town by the
end, not of this, but of theenfuing week. What
may be the future progrefs, whether flow or rapid,
fluGtuating or fteady , time alone will determine;
and to that mafter of human knowledge I mult leave
our Bath journey. Pity me, magnanimous Baron;
pity me, tender females; pity me, Swils exile il
and believe me, it is far better to be learning Enelifh
at Uckfield L write with difficulty, as the leaft motion
or confiraint in my attitude is repeated by all the
nerves and finews in my knee. But you fhall find
each day a note or bulletin of my health.To-morrow
1 muft give pain to Mrs, G—. Adien. Ever yours.
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N° CXCIV.

EpWARD GIBBON Efguireto the Right Honorable Lady
SHEFFIELD,

Batu, Dec mber 18th, 1787.

A Las! alas! alas! How vain and fallacious are all
the defigns of man. This is now the eighteenth of
December, precifcly one month fince my departure
from Sheffield-Place; and it was firmly my wilh, my
hope, my refolution, that after difpatching fome
needful bufinefs in London, and accomplifhing a
pious duty ac Bath, T fhould by this day be reftored
to the tranquil leifure, and friendly fociety, of Shef-
field-Place. A cruel tyrant has difconcerted all my
plans; my bufinefs in town has been neglected, my
attendance at Bath is jult begun, and my return is
yet diftant. I was not a lictle edified to hear of fome
expreflions of regret and difcontent on my depar-
ture; and though I am not able to produce as good
evidence, you will perhaps believe that in the foli-
tude of a London lodging I often railed at the gout
for malicioufly delaying his attack till I was removed
from a place where my (ufferings would have been
alleviated by every kind and comfortable attention.
1 grew at laft fo defperately impatient, as to refolve
onimmediate flight, without waitng till Lhad totally
expelled the foe, and recovered my ftrength. | per- .
formed the journey with tolerable eafe, but the mo.
tion has agitated the remains of the bumor. I am
very lame, and a fecond fit may poflibly be the
punifhment of my rafhinefs.

As
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As yet T have feen nothing of Bath except Mrs:
G—; and weaknefs, as well as propriety, will con.
fine me very clofely to her. Lord Sheffield, with Mrs:
Holroyd and Maria, dined with us yefterday. We
begin to throw out hints of the fhortnefs of our ftay,
and indifpenfable bufinefs ; and, unlefs I fhould be
confined by the gout, it 1s refolved in our cabinet
to leave Bath on Thurlday the twenty-fixth, and
pafling through Lord Loughborough’s and town,
to fettle at Sheffield-Place, moft affuredly, before the
end of the year. For my own part I can fay with
¢ruth, thac did not the prefs loudly demand my pre.
fence, 1 could, without a figh, allow the Duchefs to
reign In Downing-ftreet the greateft part of the
winter, and fhould be happy in the fociety of two
perfons (no common blefling) whom Ilove, and by
whom 1 am beloved.

Adieun, dear Madam, and believe me, with the
affection of a friend and a brother, ever yours.

N°® CXCV.

Dr. WirLrianm RoBsgrtsoN fo Mr. GIBBON.
MY DEARSIR, COLLEGE of EDINBURGH,Febr.27th,1788.

Toveu youhave now been fome time in London,
yet as 1 heard of your welfare by different channels,
and as I know from experience how much a man
has to do who is printing three quartos, even after
he thinks they are altogether ready for the prefs, I
have hitherto forborne to interrupt you by any letter
or inquiry of mine. But there is fucha general impa-
sience to fee your new publication among people of
Vor. 1L L Cic
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letters here; and, as your friend, I am fo frequently'
interrogated about the length it has advanced and
the time when it will appear, that I begin to be afha.
med of knowing nothing more about it than other
people. I muft requelt of you then to furnith me
with fuch information as may both preferve my
credit, and gratify my own curiofity. My expecta-
tions from this part of your work are, indeed, very
high. Your materials begin to improve, and are
certainly much more copious ‘than during’ a great
partofthe period you have gone through. You have
three or four events as great, and fplendid, and fingu-
lar, as the heart of a hiltorian could wifh to delineate.
The contemporary writers will furnifh you with all
the neceffary facts. To adorn them as elegant writers,
or to account for them as philofophers, never entered
into their heads. This they have left to you

Since you went to the continent I have not done
fo much as I withed. My health, until lately , has
been more fhattered ; and as 1 advance in life, (I am
now fixty-lix,) though my faculties, I imagine, are
fill entire, yet 1 find my mind lefs active and ardent.
1 have, however, finifhed a very careful revife of all
my works, and have given them the lalt polifh they
will receive from my hand. I have made fome addi.
tions to each of them, and in the Hiftory of Scotland
pretty confiderable ones. Ihavedefired Mr Straban
to fend to you a copy of them unitormly bound, and
hope you will accept of them, as a memorial of my
efteem and affection. You will fee that I have got in
Mr. Whitaker an adverfary fo bigotted and zealous,
that though I have denied no article of faith, and am
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at eaft as orthodox as he himfelf, yet he rails againft
me with all the afperity of theological hatred. 1 (hall
adhere to my fixed maxim of making no reply. May
1 hope that when you fee Lord Loughborough you
will remember me to him with kindnefs and refpect
Our friend IMr. Smith, whom we were in great dan-
ger of lofing, is now almoft perfectly re-eftablifhed.
T have the honor to be, with great truth, your moft
faithful humble fervant. ;

Wirriam ROBERTSON,

N°* CXCVL

Epwarp GissoN Efquire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD.

DOoWNING-STREET, June 21ft, 1788

Ixsteap of the Hiftorian you receive a fhort letter,
in your eyes an indifpenfable tribute. This day, at
length, after long delay and frequent expolftulation,
I have received the writings, whichl am now in the
a& of figning, fealing, and delivering, according to
the lawyer’s directions. % 1T GORTS &
NELON i % 4 * I long to be at
Sheffield-Place. You fee my départure is not poftpo-
ned 2 moment by idlenefs or pleafure, but the precife
day ftill hangs on contingencies, and we muft all be’
patient, if our wifhes fhould be thwarted. I fay our
wilfhes, for I fincerely defire to be with you. 1 have
bad many dioners, fome fplendid and memorable,
with Hafltings lat Thurfday, with the Prince of
Wales next Tuefday at Craufurd’s. But the town
empties, Texier is filent, and in an evening, I defide-

Ccz
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rate the refources of a family or a club. Caplin has
finithed the Herculean labor, and feven majeftic
boxes will abdicate on Monday your hall. Severy
has likewife difpatched his affairs, and fecured his
companion Clarke, who is arrived in town ; but his
{chemes are abridged by the inexorable rigor of Lord
Howe, who has allured our great and fair intercefs
fors, that by the King’s order the dock-yards are (hut
againft all ftrangers. We therefore give up Portf-
mouth, and content ourfelves with two fhort trips;
one to Stowe and Oxford, the other to Chatham;
and if we can catch a launch and review, encore vit
on. He (Severy, not Lord Howe,) falutes with me the
family. Adieu. Yours.

N* CXCVIL

EpWARD GIBBON Efguire to the Right Honorable
Lord SHEFFIELD,

DowNING-STREET, Saturday,

_ACCORDING to your imperious law I write a line,
to poltpone my arrival till Friday, or perhaps Satur.
day, but I hope Friday, and I promife you that not 3
moment {hall be wafted. And nowletme add a cool
word as to my final departure, which is irrevocably
fixed between the tenth and fifteenth of July. After
a full and free enjoyment of each other’s fociety, let
us fubmit, without a ftruggle, to reafon and fate. It
would be idle to pretend bufinefs at Laufanne; buta
complete year will elapfe before my return. Severy
and myfelf are now expected with fome impatience.
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1 am thankful for your hofpitable entertainment; but
I wifh you to remember Homer’s admirable precept:
Welcome the coming, {peed the parting guefi.
Spare me, therefore, {pare yourfelf. the trouble of a
fruitlefs conteft, in which, according to a great au-
thor, I forefee a certain lofs of time, and a probable
lofs of temper. Ibelieve we (hall have both Craufurd

and Hugonin at Sheffield Place. Adieu.

N° CXCVIIIL
The Same to the Same,

DOWNING-STREET, Saturday, Jane 1788.

T save buta moment between my return home and
my drefling, and heartily tired 1 am; for I am now
involved in the horrors of (hopping, packing, &c.
yet [ muft write four lines, to preventa growl, which
might falute the arrival of an empty handed poft on
Sunday. I hope the whole caravan, Chriftians and
Pagans, arrived in good health at the caftle; that the
turrets begin to rife to the third heaven; that each
has found a proper occupation; and that fuft 2"
enjoys the freedom and felicity of the lawn. Yelter-
day the auguft fcene was clofed for this year. Sheri-
dan furpaffed himfelf ; and though I am far from
confidering him as a perfec orator, there were many
beautiful paffages in his fpeech, on juftice, filial love,
&c.; one of the clofelt chains of argument T ever
heard, to prove that Haftings was refponfible for the
acts of Middleton; and a compliment, much admi-
red, to a certain Hiftorian of your acquaintance. She.
ridan, in the clofe of his fpeech, funk into Burke’s

Cc3
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arms; but I'called this morning, he is perfecly well.
Ifear that I (hall not be able to dine at home a fingle
day. To-morrow Severy and myfelf go to Bufhy.
I hope to be with you by Sunday the twenty-fecond
inftant. The cafing of my books is a prodigious
operation. Adieu.

N° CXCIX.
Dr. WiLLIAM ROBERTSON 7o Mr. GIBBON.,
DEAR SIR, COLLEGE of EDINBURGH, July 3oth, 17884

LONG before this I fhould have acknowledged the
receipt of your moft acceptable prefent; but for fe-
veral weeks L have been afflicted with a violent fit
of deafnefs, and that unfocial malady is always ace
companied with fuch a degree of languor, as renders
even the writing of a letter an effort. During my fo-
litude the perufal of your book has been my chief
amufement and confolation. I have gone through it
once with great attention, and am now advanced to
the laft volume in my fecond reading. I ventured to
predic the fuperior excellence of the volumes lately
publifhed, and I have not been a falfe prophet. In.
deed, when L confider the extent of your underta-
king, and the immenf{e labor of hiftorical and philofo-
phic refearch requifite towards executing every part
of it, L am altonifhed that all this fhould have been
accomplifbed by one man. I know no example, in
any age or nation, of fuch a valt body of valuable
and elegant information communicated by any indi.
vidual. I feel, however, fome degree of mortification
mingled with my altonilhment. Before you began
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your hiftoric career, [ ufed to pride myfelf in being
at leaft the moft induftrious hiftorian of the age ; but
now, alas! Lcan pretend no longer even to that praife,
and muft fay, as Pliny did of hisuncle, Si comparer
illi fum defidiofiffimus. Your ftyle appears to me im-
proved in thefe new volumes; by the habit of wrie—,
ting, you write with greater eafe. I am forry to find
that our ideas on the effects of the Crufades do not
altogether coincide. I confidered that point with
great care, and cannot help thinking ftill that my
opinion was well founded. 1fhall confult the autho.
rities to which I refer ; for when my fentiments differ
fromyours I have fome reafon to diftruft them, and
I may poflibly trouble you with a letter on the fub-
jec 1 am much flattered with the manner in which
you have fo often mentioned my name. Lelus f[im
Jaudari a te laudato viro. 1 feel much fatisfaction in
having been diftinguifhed by the two hiftorians of
my own times, whofe favorable opinion I was moft
ambitious of obtaining.

I hope this letter may find you ftill in England.
When you return to Laufanne, permit me to recom-
mend to your good offices my youngeft fon, who is
now at Yverdun on account of his health, and lives
with IVI. Herman, a clergyman there. You will find
the young man (if you can rely on the partial tefti-
mony of a father) fenfible, modeft, and well-bred, and
though no great fcholar, he has feen much; having
returned from India, where he ferved laft war, by
Baffora, Bagdat, Moufful, and Aleppo. He is now
a Captain in the twenty-third regiment. Ifyou have
any friend at Yverdun, be fo good as to recommend

Ccsq
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him. Tt will do him credit to have your counte.
nance. [have defired him to pay his refpects to you
at Laufanne; Farewel , my dear Sir. Iever am yours
moft faithfully,

WiLrLiaAM ROBERTSON:

N° CC,
Dr. Apam SmitH t0 Mr. GIBBON.

MY DEAR FRIEND, EpingurcH, December, 10th 1788.

I HAVE ten thoufand apologies to make, for not
having long ago returned you my beft thanks for
the very agreeable prefent you made me of the three
Ialt volumes of your Hiftory. I cannot exprefs to
you the pleafure it gives me to find, that by the
univerfal affent of every man of tafte and learning,
whom I either know or correfpond with, it fets you
at the very head of the whole literary tribe at pre-
fent exifting in Furope. Iever am, my dear friend,

moft affectionately yours, ,
ADAM SMITH.

N* CCI.
Mr, GInBON 70 Mr, Cavery , Boolfeller, London,
LAusANNE, February 11th, 189,

] sHoutD be much more athamed of my filence
were [ not fatisfied that you have received a recent
and favorable account of me from fome of our friends
who have vifited this place fince my return, But
I Mould be inexcufable, did I not thank you for
your kind and feafonable withes, whichI canreturn
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with equal fincerity. Idp not propofe making any
improvcmcnts or corrections in the o&avo edition
which you meditate: fome {flightalterations would
give me more trouble than pleafure. A Lhorough
revifion of the whole work would be the labor of
many months; it may be the amufement of my old
age, and will be a valuable legacy, to renew your
copy-right at the expiration of the laft fourteen years.
In the mean while, fome expedition may be ufeful
to guard your property from the unexpected in.
vafion of foreign pirates. Eight volumes in o&avo
are already printed at Bafil, and the remainder is ex-
pected every day. Tam both glad and forry to inform
you, that the type is neat, the paper tolerable,
and the text wonderfully corre@. I hear of another
Englifh edition in Saxony, and of two French tranf-
Jations advancing with fpeed and emulation at Paris.
Of the fuccefls of the work at home you are beft
qualified, and moft interefted, to judge; and I am
happy to find that you exprefs yourfelf, with fome
referve , fatisfied with the fale. From fome reports
of angry criticifms, and from the ufe and abufe of my
name in the papers, I perceive that I am not for-
gotten. Before a year has elapfed from the time
of publication , my Hiltory will have been perufed
by fome thoufand readers of various characters and
underftandings. Each will probably find fomething
to blame , and I hope fomething to commend ;‘and
the balance of their private judgments will fix the
public eftimate of its merit and reputation. Since
my return I have been , as I promife in the preface,
very bufy and very idle in my library: feveral ideal
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tvorks have been embraced and thrown afide; bug
if the warm weather fhould ripen any project to form
and maturity , you way depend on the earlielt ine
telligence. I havereceived a very friendly and flat-
tering letter from Dr. Robertfon, and have had the
pleafure of (howing fome civilities to his fon during
his refidence in this place. If you can, fend me a
good account of Adam Smith; there is no man more
fincerely intercfted in his welfare than myfelf. I
beg you will prefent my compliments to all our
friends, particularly to Mr. Strahan and Dr. Gillies.
Tell Elmfley , that | have received with due con-
trition . his third letter: ualefs you are fpeedy,

my anfwer will anticipate your information. 1 am
molt faithfully yours.

N° CCIL

EDWARD GIBBON FEfjuire to Lady PORTEN,
Kenfington - palace.

DEAR MADAM, LAusanng, June 24th, 1789,

I RECEIVED with more concern than {urprife, your
kind notification of my poor uncle’s departure. My
own knowledge of his many valuable qualities tea-
ches me to fympathize in your lofs; but his long
infirmities and gradual decay muft have prepared you
for the melancholy event, and your own reafon
will-fuggeft the beft and ftrongeft motives of con-
folation ; among thefeis your regard for the amiable
children whom he bas left behind.  Your Iabors for
their future happinefs will be aflifted by all your
friends, who are attached to his memory; and for
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my own part, 1 beg leave to affure you, that on
every occafion I fhall confider them as my near and
dear relations. When I'had laft the pleafure of feeing
Charlotte at Kenfington, 1 was delighted awvith her
innocent cheerfulnefs with her afliduous care of her
poor father, and with an appearance of fenfe and
difcretion far beyond her years. How happy fhould
1 think myfelf, if I had a daughter of her age and
difpofition, who in a [hort time would be qualified
to govern my family, and to be my companion and
comfort in the decline of life!

You will, I am fure, be pleafed to hear that my
fituation at Laufanne continues, almoft in every
refpect, as agreeable as 1 could wifh. The only
circumftance which embitters my happinels , is the
declining health of my friend Monf. Deyverdun.
1 cannotlong flatter myfelf with the hope of poffefling
him. I am, dear Madam, &c.

N° CCIIL
Mr. GigsoN to Mr. CaDELL.
DEAR SIR, LAUSANNE, November 17th, 1790.

I sgoyLDp indeed be inexcufable for my long ne-
gle@ of your laft obliging letter, had it not reached
me in a moment of pain and weaknefs, in a fic of
the gout, the longeft and moft fevere that [ have
ever known. A letter with me is no trifling enter-
prife; and before I could find frength , and time,
and refolution, the occafion on which you fo band-
fomely confulted me was already paft. Ifuppofe




396G LETTERS TO AND FROM

that the abridgment of my Hiftory is now freely cir-
culated, either with or without your name ; nor can
1 forefce any poffible mifchief, efther for my repu-
tation or your intereft. A tranflation, an abridgment,
or even a criticifm, always proves the fuccefs, and
confequently extends the fale. of any popular work.

Aslam inclined to flatter myfelf that you have
no reafon to be difpleafed with your purchafe, [ now
wilh to alk you whether you feel yourfelf difpofed
to add a feventh, or fupplemental volume to my
Hiftory ? The materials of which it will be com-
pofed will naturally be claffed under the three fol-
lowing heads: 1. A feries of fragments, difquifitions,
digreflions, &c. more or lefs connected with the
principal fubje&, &c. 2. Several tables of geogra-
phy. chronology, coins, weights and meafures, &c.;
nor fhould I defpair of obtaining from a gentleman
at Paris fome accurate and well-adapted maps. 3. A
critical review of all the authors whom I have ufed
and quoted ***. T am convinced fuch a fupplement
might be rendered entertaining, as well as ufeful ;
and that few purchalers would refufe to complete
their Decline and Fall. Butas the writer could nog
derive either fame or amufement from thefe obfcure
labors, he mult be encouraged by other motiyes;
and, in plain Englifh, I fhould expect the fame
reward for the feventh, as for any of the preceding
volumes. You think and aé& with too much libera.
lity, to confound fuch a large original fupplement
with the occafional improvements of a new edition,
which are already your property by the terms of
ourformer covenant. ButasIam jealousof ftanding

B <=
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clear, not only in law and equity, but in your
efteem and my own, Ifhall inRantly renounce the
undertaking , if it appears by your anfwer that you
have the fhadow of an objection. Should you tempt
me to proceed, this fupplement will be only the
employment of my leifure hours; and 1 forefee that

* full two years will elapfe before I can deliver ic

into the hands of the printer.

Our friend Elmfley, who poffibly thinks me dead
and buried, will be, or will not be, furprifed when
you inform him that I have now a letter of two
pages in my bureau addreffed to” him, dated the
twenty-fixth of May, and not yet finifhed. Hunger,
literary hunger, will foon, however, compel me
to write; as I bave many quefltions to alk, and
many commiffions to give. In the mean while I thirft
for Mr. Burke’s Reflections on the Revolutions of
France. Eutreat Elmfley, in my name, to difpatch
it to Laufanne with care and fpeed , by any mode
of conveyance lefs expenfive than the poft. He
may add to the parcel the new edition of Adam
Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments. I heard of
his death with more concern than furprife, What
a lofs to letters, philofophy, and mankind!

I beg you would remember me to IVr. Strahan
and all our friends. In my happy exile, my public
and private affections remind me thatl am an Hpg-
lilhman., Pray thank Dr. Moore, in my name,
for the pleafure which I have received from Zeluco,
the beft philofophical romance of the age. If he
cultivates his talents by any fimilar publications,
1 only wifh that he would place the fcene at home;
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we may defcribe the characers, but we can nevet
paint the manners of foreigners; and the quarrel of
the two Scotchmen is doubtlefs the beft chapter in
the book. L am, dear Sir, moft faithfully yours.

Ne CCIV.
Mr. GisBoN t0 Mr. CADELL.
DEAR SIR, LAusanNE, April 27th, 1791,

Too many pofts have flipped away fince my re-
ceipt of your laft letter, without my affuring you
that every fhadow of mifapprehenfion has vanifhed
from my mind, and thac L am perfectly fatisfied with
the liberality of your fentiments and conduc. But
1 am every day moreinclined to believe that on the
prefent occafion they will not be put to the trial.
On a clofer infpection, I difcover more difficulty
and lefs advantage than I had at firft imagined in the
plan of a fupplement ; and 1 feel the objeé&ion, which
you fo handfomely decline, againft increafing the
weight and price of fo voluminous a work. Perhaps
it would have been better if my crudeideahad not
been fo haftily announced to the public; but even
this venial indifcretion is a proof of your zeal and
regard. The intelhgence of any new defigns fhall be
delayed till they are ripe for execution ; but you may

be affured that I am now awake.
I am very happy to hear that our refpectable friend

Dr. Robertfon is not afleep; and much do I expe&
from the fubjec and the pen. I had once a defign not
totally unconnected with his own, but it isnow in
far abler hands. Bofwell's book’ will be curious, or
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at lealt whimfical: his hero, who can fo long detain
the public curiofity, muft be no common animal.
1 fee you now advertife an o&avo edition of D¢, Hep-
ry’s Hiftory of Englaad. Is not the author dead ?
His plan is excellent, and I wifh you could engage
fome diligentand fenfible man to undertake the con-
tinuation. Alas! if Dr. Campbell were ftill alive!?
I have defired Elmfley to afk you for three o&avo
copies of my own work. Whenever he fends me a
box of books, 1 (hould be glad if you would enrich
it with any of your own valuable publications. Your
name is a recommendation ; but the chaftity of that
name cannot be tooreligioufly preferved. My health
and fpirits are now remarkably good, and it will
give me great pleafure to receive as favorable an
account of yourfelf. I am molft faithfully yours.

N°* CCV.
EpwArD GI1BBON Efjuire to Mrs. GIBBON,
Belvidere, Bath.
DEAR MADAM, Lausanng, May 18th, 1791,

As much as I am accutomed to my own fins, ITam
fhocked , really fhocked, whenIthink of my long
and moflt inexcufable filence; nordoI dare to com-
pute how many months I have fuffered to elapfe
without fending a fingle line (Oh fhame! fhame!)
to the belt and dearelt of my friends, who indeed
has been very feldom out of my thoughts. 1 have
fometimes imagined that if the opporunities of
writing occurred lefs frequently, they would be
feized with more diligence; but the unfortunace
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departure of the poft twice évery week encourages
procraltination, and each fhort fuccellive delay is
indulged without fcruple, till the whole has fwelled
to a tremendous account, I will try, alas! toreform;
and, although 1 am afraid that writing grows painful
toyou, Lhave the confidence to folicita fpeedy line,
to fay that you love and forgive me. After a long
experience of the unfeeling doubts and delays of the
law, you will probably foon hear from Lord Sheffield
that the Beriton tranfaction is at lalt concluded, and
1 hope that you will be fatisfied with the full and firm
fecurity of your annuicy. That you may long con~
tinue to enjoy it is the firlt and moft {incere wilh
of my heart.

In the placid courfe of our lives, at Laufanne and

Bath, we have few events to relate, and fewer
changes to defcribe; but I indulge myfelf in the
pleafing belief that we are both as well and as happy
as the common order of nature will allow us to expect.
1 fhould be fatisfied, had [ received from time to
time fome indirect, but agreeable, information of
your health. For myfelf, I have no complaint, except
the gout; and though the vifits of my old enemy are
fomewhat longer, and more enfeebling , they are
confined to my feet and knees; the pain is moderate,
and my imprifonment to my chamber, or my chair,
is much alleviated by the daily kindnefs of my friends.
1 wifh it were in my power to give youan adequate
idea of the conveniency of my houfe and the beauty
of my garden; both of which I have improved at a
confiderable expenfe fincethe death of poor Deyver-
dun. But the lofs of a friend is indeed irreparable,
Were
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Were I ten years younger, I might poflibly think of
a female companion; but the choice is difficult, the
fuccefs doubtiul, the engagement perpetual , and at
fifty - four a man fhould never think of altering the
whole fyltem of his life and habits. The difpofal of
Beriton, and the death of my aunt Hefter, who has
left me her gfl:ltc in Suffex, makes me very eafy in
my worldly affairs: my income is equal to my ex-
peofe , and my expenfe is adequate to my wifhes.
You may pollibly have heard of literary projects
which are alcribed to me by the public without my
knowledge: butitis much more probable that I have
clofed the account; and though I {hall never lay afide
the pleafing occupations of tudy, you may be affured
that L have no ferious fettled thoughts of a new work.
Next year 1 {hall meditate , ‘and I truft fhall execute,
a vifit to England, in which the Belvidere is one of
my powerful load(tones. I often reflect with a pain-
ful emotion on the imperious circumftances which
have thrown us at fuch a diftance from each other.
In the moving picture of the world, you cannot
be indifferent to the fi range revolution which has
humbled all that was high , and exalted all that was
Iow, in France. The irregular and lively fpirit of
the nation has difgraced their liberty, and inftead of
building a free conftitution, they have only ex-
changed defpotifm foranarchy. This town and coun-
try are crowded with noble exiles; and we fome-
trimes count in an affembly a dozen Princeffes and
Duchefles. Burke, if 1 remember right, is no favorite
of yours; but there is furely much eloquence and
fenfe in his book. The profperity of England forms
Vor. II.
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a proud contraft with the'diforders of France ; but 1
hope we thall avoid the folly of a Ruffian war. Pitt,
in thisinflance, feems too like bis father, [Vir, Helrard,
afenfible man, and his pupil have left us. I hey foud,
as your friends will always find, the weight of your
secommendation with me. I am, deareft Viadam ,
ever moft affeGionately yours.
N°® CCVI.
Dr. WiLLIAM ROBERTSON 0 Mr, GIBBON.
DEAR SIR, LENNEL - HOUSE,, Auguft 25th 1797,

SOME time before the publication of my Hiltorical
Difquifition concerning India ¥ defired our friend
Mr. Cadel to fend a copy of it to you in my name.

hope you received it long ago ," and will allow it to
remain in your library , asa memorial of my refpe
and friend(hip. No man had formed a more decided
velolution of retreating early from public view , and
of fpending the eve of life in the tranquillity of pro-
feffional and domeftic occupations; but, .diredly in
the face of that purpofe, 1 ftep:forth with a new
work , when jufton the brink of threefcore and ten.
The preface of the book gives a fair and fimple
account how this happened. Hitherto I have no
caufe torepent of a Rep which I took with hefitation
and anxiety. My book has met with a reception
beyond what the fpe lentus , pavidufque futuri, dared
to expe& I find, however, like other parents, thag
Ihavea partial fondoefs for this child of my old age ;
and cannot fet my heart quite at eafe, until I know
your opinion of it. I need not fay with what perfe
confidence 1 reft upon your judgment, and how
happy it will make me to find that this producties:
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theets with your approbation. Nothing will add fo
much to that pleafure, as your communicating to
e any remarks that occurred to youin perufing it.
While [ was engaged in compofing the Difquifition
it often occurred to me, that | was more uponyour
ground than in any of my former works ; and 1 often
wifhed that I had been fo near to you as to profit by
your advice and information. Next to that will be
the benefit [ may derive from your friendly firictures.
Be fo kind then as to mention to me any error or
omiflion you have obferved; every criticifm of
yours will be inftrucive.

Permit me to requeft aitother favor. You allowed
me to hope, that as foon as you fixed upon a new
fubje@ you would let me know, and give me the
fatisfaction of indulging the hopes of living until you
finilhed it. 1 truft that you are not idle fill. I may
now tell you with authority, that you are yet far
from that period of life when you fhould lay down
your pen. I can fay from experience, that the bufieft
feafon of life is the moft happy ; and I have no doubt
that you will concur with mwe in this fentiment. Let
me know then, my dear Sir, how you are, what
you are doing, and what progrefs you make As
for my part, I evjoy good health; and, except
fome fits of deafnefs, am litile troubled with the
infirmities of old age: 1 write this at my fon.in-law’s
Mr. Brydone, who, if he had nota wife and familyy
loves Switzerland fo well, and bas fo many frieads
in Laufanne, thatlbelieve he would gladly join you
there. Believe me to be, with great refpect, your

solt faithful and obedient fervant,
WirLiam ROBERTSON.

Dd a




404 LETTERS TO AND FROM

Ne CCVIL

EpwArD G1BBON Efquire to Mrs. Giseon, Bath.
MY DEAREST MADAM, LAuSANNE, Auguft 1ft, 1792.

No*rwr’rusmxnmo all the arts of our great
enemy , the demon of procraftination , I fhould not
have poftponed for fo many months a pleafing duty,
which may at any time be performed in a fingle hour,
had I not for fome time paft entertained a lively and
probable hope of vifiting you this autumn in perfon;
had I not flattered myfelf, that the very next polt
I might be able to fix the day of my departure from
Laufanne, and almofk of my arrival at the Belvidere.,
That hope is now vanifhed, and my journey to
England is unavoidably delayed till the fpring or
fummer of next year. The extraordinary ftate of
public affairs in France oppofes an infuperable bar to
my paffage; and every prudent ftranger will avoid
that inhofpitable land, in which a peaple of flavesis
fuddenly become a nation of tyrants and cannibals.
The German road is indeed fafe, but, independent
of a great addition of fatigue and expenfe, the armies
of Auftria and Pruffiz now cover that frontier; and
though the generals are polite, and the troops well
difciplined, Iam not defirous of paffing through the
clouds of Kuffars and pandours that attend their
motions. Thefe public reafons are fortified by fome

rivate motives , and to this delay I refign myfelf,
with a figh for'the prefent, and a bope for the future.

What a ftrange wild world do we live in! You
will allow me to be a tolerable hiftorian, yet, on a
fair review of ancientand modern times, I can find
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none that bear any affinity with the prefent. My
knowledge of your difcerning' mind , and my recol-
lection of your political principles, aflure me, that
you are no more a democrat than myfelt. Had the
French improved their glorious opportunity to ere@
a free conftitutional monarchy on the ruins of arbi-
trary power and the Baftille, I fhould applaud their
generous € ffort ; but this total fubverfion of all rank,
order, and government could be plodudl\c only
ofa popular monfter, which, after devouring every
thing elfe , mult finally devour itfelf. 1 was once
apprehenfive that this monfter would propagate
fomeimpsin our happy ifland, but they feem to have
been crufbed in their cradle; and I acknowledge
with pleafure and pride the good fenfe of the Englifh
nation, who feem truly confcious of the bleflings
which they enjoy : and I am happy .to find that the
moft refpe&table part of Oppofition has cordially
joined in the fupport of “things as they are.” Hven
this country has been fomewhat mintcd with the
democratical infection ; the vigilance of government
hasbeen exerted, the malecontents have beenawed,
the mifguided have been undeceived, the fever in
the blood has gradually fubfided , and I flatter myfelf
that we have fecured the tranquil enjoyment of
oblcure felicity, which we had been almolt tempted
to defpife.

You have heard , moft probably, from Virs. Hol-
royd , of the long'.cxpcc‘h:d though tranfient fatisfac-
tion which I received from the vifit of Lord Shefficld’s
family. He appeared highly fatisfied with my arrange-
ments here, my houfe, gardén , and fituation, af

Dd 3
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once in town and country, which are indeed fingular
in their kind , and which have often made me regret
the impoffibility of (howing them to my dearclt
friend of the Belvidere. Lord Sheffield is fill, and
will ever continue, the fame active being ; always
employed for bimfelf, his friends, and the public,
and always perfuading himfelf that he wifhes for
leifure and repofe. There are various roads to hap-
pinefs; but when I compare his fituation with mine,
1 do not, upon the whole, repent that | have given
the preference to a life of celibacy and retirement.
Although 1 have been long a fpectator of the great
world , my unambitious temper has been content
with the occupations and rewards of ftudy; and
although my library be fill my favorite room , lam
now no longer ftimulated by the profecution of any
literary work. The fociety of Laufanoe is adapted
to my tafte; my houfe is open to many agreeable
acquaintance , and fome real friends ; the uniformity
of the natives is enlivened by travellers of all nations;
and this fummer I am bappy in a familiar intercourfe
with Lady Spencer, the Duchefs of Devonfhire,
Lady Elizabeth Fofter, and Lady Duncannon, whq
feems to be gradually recovering from her fevere
complaints. My health is remarkably good. I have
now enjoyed a long interval from the gout; and I
endeavour to ufe with moderation Dr. Cadogan's bef}
remedies, temperance, exercife, and cheerfulnefs.
Adieu, dear Madam; may every blefling that na.
ture can allow be attendant on your lacter feafon.
Your age and my habits will not permit a very clofe
correfpondence; but 1 with to hear, and I prefiume
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to alk, a fpeedy dire€t account of your own fitua.
tion. May it be fuch as I fhail hear with pleafure!
Once more adieu, I Live in hopes of embracing you
next fumwer at the Belvidere, but you may be af
fured that ! bring over nothing for the prefs

Ne CCVIIIL,

Epwarp Gisson Efquire to the Right Hoporable

3

Lady * % % % % % % % % % # g¢ Florence,
LAusanNE, November 8tb, 1702,

T e nEnner it has been obferved of Auguftus and
Cromwell, that they fhould never have been born,
or never have died; and I am fometimes tempted
to apply the fame remark to certain beings of a
fofter nature, who, aftera (hort refidence on the banks
of the Leman Lake, are now flown far away over the
Alps and the Appenines, and have abandoned theix
wvotaries to theinfipidity of commonlife. Theremark,
however, would be unreafonable, and the fentiment
ungrateful. The pleafures of the {ummer, the lighter
and the graver moments of the fociety ot petty
Ouchy ***, are indeed paft, perhaps never to return;
but the remembrance of that delightful period is
itfelf a pleafure, and I'enjoy, I cherifh the flattering
perfuafion that it is remembered with fome fatis-
faction in the gallery of Florence, as well as in /4
library of Laufanne. Long before we were reduced
to feek a refuge from the favages of Gaul, Ihad fe.
cre_tly indulged the thought, orat lealt the wilh, of
alking leave to attend mes bonnes amies over Mount
Ddg4
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Cenis, of balking once more in an Italian fun, and
of paying once more my devotions te the Apolio
of the Vatican. But my aged and gouty limbs would
have failed me in the bold attempt of fcaling St
Bernard, and I wanted patience to undertake the
tedious circumitineration of the Tirol.  Youyr re-
turn to the Pays de Vaud next fummer 1 hold to
be extremely doubtful; butmy anxiety on that head
is fomewhat diminifhed by the fure and certain hope
of our all mecting in England the enfuing winter.
] flatter myfelf that the Porter of Devonfhire.-houfe
will not be inexorable; yet I am afraid of lofing
you amidft the fmoke and tumult of fathionable Lon-
don, in which the night is devoted to pleafure and
the morning to fleep. My ambition may perhaps
afpire to pafs fome hours in the palladian Chifwick, v
or even fome days at Chatfworth ; but thefe princely
manfions will not recal the freedom, the eafe, the
primitive folitude of dear little Ouchy. Indeed! in-
deed! your fair friend was made for fomething bet-
ter than a Duchefs. :
Although you moft magnanimoufly abandoned us
in the crifis of our fate, yet as you feem to ingereft
your(elf in the hopes and fears of this little country, |
it is my duty to inform you, that we ftill bang in !
a Rate of fufpenfe; inclining, however, to the fide
of hope, rather than of defpair. The garrifon, and
even the bourgeoifie, of Geneva fhowed a vigorous
vefolution of defending the city; and our frontiers
have been gradually covered with fifteen thoufand
intrepid Swifs. But the threats of a bombardment,
the weight of expenfe, and, above all, the victori-
ous afcendant of the French republic, have abated
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much of the firlt heroic ardor. Monfieur de Viontef-
quieu difplayed a pacific, and even yielding, temper ;
and a treaty was figned, difmifling the Swifs gar-
rifon from Geneva, and removing the French troops
to the diftance of ten leagues.  But this lalt con-
dition which is indeed objectionable, difpleafed the
convention, who refuled to ratify the agrement. New
conferences were held, new meflengers have been
difpzltchcd; but unlefs they are determined to find
or to make a fubjedt of quarrel, it 1s probable
that we fhall purchafe peace by fubmiffion. As
Geneva has a very dangerous democratical party
within her walls, and as the national guards are al«
ready allowed to enter the city, and to tamper with
the inhabitants and the garrifon, 1 will not enfure
that poor little republic from one week to another.
For ourfelves, the approaches of danger muft be
more gradual, I think we are now fafe for this
winter, and I no longer run to the window to fee
whether the Frenchare coming.  But with fo many
enemies without, and fo many within, the govern.
ment of Berne, and the tranquillity of this happy
country, will be fufpended by a very flender twig;
and I began to fear that Satan will drive me out of
the poffeffion of Paradife, My only comfort will
be, that I have been expelled by the power, and
not feduced by thearts of the blackeft demon in hell,
the deemon of democracy. Where indeed will this
tremendous inundation, this confpiracy of numbers
againft rank and property, be finally ftopped. Europe
feems to be univerfally tainted, and wherever the
French can lighta match, they may blow up a mine,
Our only hope is nowin their devouring one another;
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they are furious and hungry monfters, and war is al.
m it declared between the convent’onand the city of
Paris, between the moderate republicans and the abe
folute leveilers. A majority of the convention wifhes
to fpare the royal victims, but they mult yicld to the
rage of the people and to the thirflt of popularity,
and a few hours may produce a trial. a fentence,
and a guillotine. Mr. Necker is publifhinga pame
phlet in defence of the Auguft fufferers; but his
fecble and tardy efforts will rather do credit to him-
felf, than fervice to his clients. You kindly afk
after the fituation of poor Severy. Alas! itis now
hopelefs; all his complaints are increafed, all his re-
fources are exbaulted ; where nature cannot work,
the effect of art is vain, and his belt friends begin
to wifh him a quiet releafe. His wife, I had almolt 1
faid his widow, is truly an otjec of compaflion '
The dragoon is returned for a few days; and if bis
domeftic forrows gave him leave, he would almoft
regret the want of an occafion to deferve his feather
and cockade. Your note has been communicated to
Madame de Montalieu; but as fheis engaged with a
dying aunt, I bave not yet feen her, Madame Da-
gueffeau has haftily leftus ; the laft decrees feemed to
give the émigrés only the option of ftarving a broad or
hanging at home; yet (he has ventured into France, on
fome faintglimpfeof clemency for the womenand chil.
dren. Madame de Bouillon does notappear to move.
Madame de Stael, whom I faw laft week at Rolle,
is ftill uncertain where fhe fhall drop her burden;
but he muft foon refolve, for the young lady oz
gentleman is at the door;

e Demanding life, impatient for the [kics.
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By this time you have joined the Ladies Spencer
and Duncannon, whom 1 beg leave to falute with the
proper [hades of refpect and tendernefls.  You may,
if you pleafe be belle comme un ange ; but 1do not
like your comparifon of the archangel. Thofe of
Milton, with whom I am better acquainted at pre.
fent than with Guido, are all mafculine manly figures,
with agreat fword by their fide. and fix wings folding
round them. The heathen goddeflfes would pleafe
me as little.  Your friend is lefs fevere than Minerva,
more decent than Venus, lefs cold than Diana, and
not quite fo great a vixen as the Oxeyed Juno.
To exprefs that infallible mixture of grace, fweet-
nefs, and dignity, a new race of beings muft be
invented, and I am a mere profe narrator of matter
of fa@. Befs is much nearer the level of a mortal,
but a mortal for whom the wifeft man, hiftoric oy
medical, would throw away two or three worlds,
if he had them in his poffeffion. " From the afore.
faid BefsI have received three marks of kind remem.
brance, from the foot of St. Bernard, with an ex-
quifite monument of art and friendfhip, from Turin,
and finally from Milan, with a moft valuable infer-
tion from the Duchefs. At birdsin the airit is diffi»
cult to take aim, and I fear or hope that I fhall fuf-
tain fome reproaches'on your not finding this long
epiftle at Florence. I will mark it N® 1.; and why
would I defpair of my future fince I can
fay with truth, that fince your departure 1 have not
fpent fo agreeable a morning. To each of the dear
little Caro’s pray-deliver nine kiffes for me, which
fhall be repaid on demand _ My beft complimcms
te Mr, Pelham, if he is with you.
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Ne CCIX,

EpwARD GiBBoN Efquire to the Right Honorable ‘
Lady *

* at Florence.

Lausanng, April 4th, 1793,

I-IAD I not given previous notice of my own un-
worthinefs, the plea of being an old incorrigible of.
fender would ferve only to aggravate my guilt; it
is (till fufficiently black, and I can patiently bear
every reproach, except the cruel and vnjult impu.
tation of having forgot my fair friends of the Arno
and the Tyber. “They would indeed have been lefs
prefent to my thoughts, had I maintained a regular
weekly correfpondence; fince, by the effect of my
negligence, not a day has paffed without a ferious,
though fruitlefs, refolution of writing by the very
next poft. What may bave fomewhat contributed,
befides original fin, to this vile procraltination, is the
courfe of events that has filled this abominable winter.
Aslong as the poor King’s fate was on fufpenfe, one
waited from poft to poft, between hope and fear, and
when the blow was ftruck, even Shakfpearg’s lan«
guage was inadequate to exprefls our gricf and in.
dignation. 1 have never approved the execution
of Charles the Firft; yet Charles had invaded, in
many refpecs, the ancient conflitution of England,
and the queltion had been judged in the field of
Nafeby before it was tried in Weltminfter-hall. - But
Louis had given and fuffered every thing. - The
cruelty of the French was aggravated by ingratitude,
and a life of 1nnocence was crowned by the death
of a faint, or, what is far better, of a virtuous prince,
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who deferves our pity and eftecem.  He might have
lived and reigned, had he poffefled as much active
courage as he was endowed with patient fortitude.
When I read the accounts from home, of the uni-
verfal grief and indignation which that fatal event
excited, I indeed gloried in the character, of an
Englifbman. Our national fame 1s now pureand fplen-
did; we have nobly ftood forth in the common caufe
of mankind ; and although our armaments are {fome-~
what flow, I ftill perfuade myfelf that we fhall give
the laft deadly wound to the Gallic hydra. The
King of Pruffia is likewife flow,and your poor friend,
the Duke of Brunfwick, 1s now not cenfured but
forgotten  We turn our eyes to the Prince of Co-
burg and his Auftrians, and it muft be confefled, that
the deliverance of Holland and Brabant from f{uch
a dragon as Dumourieris a very tolerable employ-
ment for the month of March. Thele blofoms of
the fpring will be followed, it may be fairly hoped,
by the fruits of fummer; and in the mean while
the troubles of Paris, and the revolt of the pro.
vinces, may promote by the increafe of anarchy,
the reftoration of order. 1 fee that reftoration
through a dark cloud; but if France be loft, the relt
of Europe, I believe and truft, will be faved. But
amidft the hurricane, I dare not fix my cyes on the
Temple. - So much for politics, which now engrofs
the waking and fleeping thoughts of every feeling
and thinking animal. In this country we are tran-
quil, and I believe fafe, at leaft for this fummer;
though peace has been purchafed at fome expenfe
of national houor, of the old reputation of Swifs
courage, we have crouched before the tiger, and
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ftroked him till he has Meathed his claws, and ceafed

for a moment to roar. My journey to England

I this year muft depend on the events of the cam- ‘
paigo; as | am fully refolved rather to remain quiet
another autumn and winter in my {weet habitation,
than to encounter the dangers ot the fea and land.
1 envy the pleafures which you and your compa-
‘ nions have enjoyed at Florence and at Rome; not
\ can | decide which have tafted the moft perfeck
‘ delight, thofe to whom fuch beauties were new,
or thofe to whom they were familiar. A fine eye,
| correét judgment, and elegant fenfibility, are requi-
fite to qualify the ftudious traveller; and thefe gifts
I have been liberally difpenfed amiong the Ouchy ca-
i ravan. But when you have been gratified, though
il not fatiated, with the Hefperian profpect, to what
I fortunate clime will you dire¢t your footfteps ? Have
! we any hopes of meeting (for my journey, at all
events, would be late) in the fhades, or rather in
the funthine, of Ouchy ? Should Mount Cenis be
ftill impervious, you have trampled on St. Bernard
i in a more rigorous feafon ; and whatfoever may be
I the ftate of the world, the Pays de Vaud will af-
ford you a fecure afylum, or a pleafant Ration. I
‘ rejoice to hear of Lady Befborough'’s improvement.
1 ‘Will that new title make any difference in the plan ?
| Js the Duchefs very impatient to revifit England ?
‘ Except fome trifling confiderations of children, &c.
| all countries may be indifferent to ber; as fhe is
fure of being loved and admired in all. Tam anxious
and impatient to learn the refult of your counfels;
but I feel myfelf unworthy of a regular correlpon.
dence, and am not delirous of heaping frefh coals

of fire on my head,
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I am happy to find that you forgive and pity my
friend Necker, againft whom you all entertained fome
Verfailles prejudices. As his heart has been always
pure, he cannot feel remorfe; but as his conduét has
been unfuccefsful he is penetrated with grief and
regret. [VIadame de Stael has written to me from Eng-
land ; fhe likes the country, but means to fly over
again in May.

N° CCX.
Mr. GiBBON to Lord * * * ¥ * % %
MY LORD, **’ RoLLE, February 23d, 1793.

Too not merely congratulate your Lord(hip’s pro-
motion toan office which your abilities have long de=
derved. My fatisfaction does not arife from an affur-
ance of the wifdom and vigor which adminiftration
will derive from the fupport of fo refpectable an ally.
But as a friend to government in general, I moft fin-
cerely rejoice that you are now armed in the common
caufe againft the moft dangerous fanatics that have
ever invaded the peace of Europe; againft the new
barbarians, who labor to confound the order and
happinefs of fociety; and.who, in the opinion of
thinking men, are not lefs the enemies of fubjeéts than
of kings. The hopes of the wife and good are now
fixed on the fuccefs of England; and 1 am perfuaded
that my perfonal attachment to your Lord(bip will be
amply gratified by the important (hare which your
counfels will affume in that fuccefs. Icould wi(h that
fome of your former aflociates poffeffed fufficient
firength of mind to extricate themfelves from the toils
of prejudice and party. But I grieve that a man,
whem it is impoffible for me not to love and admire,
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fhould refufe to obey the voice of his country ; and I
begin to fear that the powerful genius of Mr.* * *
inftead of being ufeful, will be adverfe to the public
fervice. At this momentous crifis we fhould inlift our
whole force of virtue, ability, and {pirit; and without
any view to his private advantage, I could wifh
that * * * * * * mjoht be properly flationed in
fome part of the line.

Mr. Necker, in whofe houfe I am now refiding on
a vifit of fome days, wilhes me to exprefs the fenti-
ments of efteem and confideration which he entertains
for your Lordfhip’s charader. As a friend to the in-
tereft of mankind, he is warmly attached to the wel.
fare of Great Britain, which he has long revered as
the firft, and perhaps as the laft alylum of genuine li-
berty. His late eloquent work, Du pouvoir exécutif,
which your Lordfhip has affuredly read, is avaluable
teftimony of his efteem for our conftitution’; and the
teftimony of a fagacious and impartial {tranger may
have taughtfome of our countrymen to value the po-
Jitical bleffings which they have.been tempted to
defpife.

I cherifh alively hope of being in England, and of
paying my refpects to your Lord(hip before the end
of the fummer: but the events of the year are {o un-
certain, and the feaand land are encompaffed with fo
many difficulties and dangers, that I am doubtful
whether it will be praéicable for me to execute my
purpofe.

I am, my Lord, molft refpectfully, and your Lord-
thip will permit me to add molt affectionately, your
moft faithful humble fervant.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME,
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