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The FRONTISPIECE

Exhibits a View of the no@urnal Hea-
vens.—On the Top of an OrservaTORY,
two Perfons examine the celeftial Bodies
with their Telefcopes : Inftruments, which
gave Rile to the moft important Improve-
ments in the Science of dfironomy. y

An aged Philofopher is reprefented, in-
ftruéting his Pupils. He defcribes, with
his Compafies, the Order and Courfes of
the Planets ; according to the Newsonian
Hypothefis, intimated by a Book bearing
that great Author’s Name.—The whole
Tenour of the Le&ure, in Concert with
the whole Stru€ure and Bconomy of the
Skies, ENarraNT Grorram DEI, pro-
fefledly declare the Glory of G O D.—Be-
hind the Philofopher ftands one of his
Scholars, with an Air of clofe Attention,
computing on his Fingers the Diftances,
the Magnitudes, the Velocities, of the
planetary Orbs.—Another at his Right-
hand, attending to the Defeription of the
ftupendous Syftem, is ftruck wich Surprize,
and impreffed with Awe.—A third, with
confcious Humiliation in his Countenance,
holds a Scroll, infcribed with a Dia-
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pram ; exprefling the joint Aclion of the
centrifugal and centripetal Forces. As by
the one, the Planets are continually en-
deavouring to fly off ; but by the other,
are perpetually drawn towards the Centre
of their Motion ; Sic GraTia DEI, Such
is the Operation of Divine Grace: correct-
ing the irregular Impulfe of our natural
Depravity ; determining our Defires to the
Centre of Happinefs ; and direCting our
Goings in the Circle of Duty.—A Youth
on the Left, overwhelmed with Venera-
tion for the Almighty Maker, in a Tranf-
port of Gratitude, and a Pofture of Ado-
ration, pours out his Soul in thofe em«
phatical Words 5 #hen 1 confider thy Hea-
wens, the Work of thy Fingers, the Moon and
the Stars which thou baft ordained :—LORD,
what is Man, that thou art mindful of bim
and the Som of Man, that thon vifiteft bim 2
Pfal, viii. 3, 4.




T O

PAUL ORCHARD,

OF

Stoke-Abbey, in Devonfhire, Efq;

Dear PR

B S your honoured Father was
%> pleafed to make choice of
9 me, to anfwer in your
=z« Name at the Font, and to
exerc1fe a fort of Guardzanﬂ)zp over your
fplmtual Interefts ; permit me; by put-
ting thefe little Treatifes into your
Hand, to fulfil fome Part of that fo-
lemn Obligation.

GRATITUD E for many fignal
Favours, and a confcientious Regard
Ag to
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to my facred Engagement, have long
ago infpired my Breaft with the warm-
eft Withes, both for your true Dignity,
and real Happinefs, Nor can I think
of a more endearing, or a more ef-
feGtual Way, of advancing either the
one or the other, than to fet before
you a Sketch of your excellent Fa-
ther’s Chara&er.—Illufirious Exam-
ples are the moft winning Incitements
to Virtue. And none can come at-
tended with fuch particular Recom-
mendations to You, Sir, as the Pat-
tern of that worthy Perfon, from whom
you derive-your very Being.

A Mo s T cordial and reverential
Efteem for the Divine Word, was ong
of his remarkable Qualities. Thofe
Oracles of Heaven were his principal
Delight, and his infeparable Compa-
nions. Your Gardens, your folitary
Walks, and the Hedges of your Fields
can witnefs *, with what an unwearicd
Afliduity He exercifed Himfelf in the |

Law

* Joth. xxiv. 27.
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Law of the L o R .- From hence He
fetched his Maxims of Wifdom, and
formed his Judgment of Things.
The facred Precepts, were the Model
of his Temper, and the Guide of his
Life; while the precious Promjfes,
were the Joy of his Heart, and his
Portion for ever.

IMPROVING Company was ano-
ther of his moft relithing Pleafures.
Few Gentlemen were better furnithed,
either with Richnefs of Fancy, or Co-
pioufnefs of Expreflion, to bear a
thining Part in Converfation. With
thefe Talents, He always endeavoured
to give fome ufeful, generally {ome
religious, Turn to the Difcourfe. Nor
did he ever refle¢t, with greater Com-
placency, on his focial Hours, than
when they tended to glorify the Eter-
nal Mfajcﬁy and to awaken, in Him-
{elf and others, a more lively Spirit of
Devotion.

T o projeét for the Good of Others,

was his frequent Study; and to carry
A 4 thofe
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thofe benevolent Contrivances into
Execution, his favourite Employ. When
vifited by the young Perfons of the
Neighbourhood, far from taking an
ungraceful Pride to initiate them in
Debauchety, or confirm them in a
riotous Habit; it was his inceflant
Aim, by finely-adapted Perfuafives,
to encourage them in Indufiry, and
eftablifh them in a Courfe of Sobriety ;
to guard them againft the Allurements
of Vice, and animate them with the
Principles of Piety. A noble Kind
of Hofpitality this! Which will pro-
bably tranfmit it’s beneficial Influence,
to their earthly Pofleffions; to their
future Families; and even to their
everlafting State.

A CoxvicTioN of human In-
digence, and a thorough Perfuafion
of the Divine All-fufliciency, induced
him to be frequent in Prayer. To
proftrate himfelf, in profound Adora-
tion, before that infinitely exalted
Being, who dwells in Light inaccef-

6 fible,
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fible, was Ais Glory; to implore the
Continuance of the Almighty Favour,
and the Increafe of all Chriftian Graces,
was Ais Garz. In thofe Moments, no
doubt, he remembered You, Sir, with
a particular Earneftne(s; and lodged
many an ardent Petition in the Court .
of Heaven, for his infant Son. Ceafe
not to f{econd them with your own
devout Supplications, that they may
defcend upon your Head,  in the
<« Fulnefs of the Bleflings of the Gof-
¢¢ pel of Peace.”

To give their genuine Luftre to
all his other Endowments, he was
careful to maintain an Aumble Mind.
Though his Friends might admire his
fuperior Abilities, or his Acquaintance
applaud his exemplary Behaviour, he
faw how far he fe// fhort of the Mark
of his high Calling: faw, and la-
mented his Defects: faw and re-
nounced Himfelf: relying, for final
Acceptance, and endlefs Felicity, on
a better Righteoufnefs than his own;

even
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even on the tranfcendently perfe
Righteoufnefs, and inconceivab]y pre-
cious Death, of JEsus the Redeem-
er. This was the Rock of his Hope,
and the very Crown of his Rejoic-

ing.

THESE, Sir, arefome of the dif-
tinguifbing Chara@eriftics of your de-~
ceafed Parent. As you had the Mif-
fortune to lofe fo valuable a Rela-
tive, before you was capable of
forming any Acquaintance with his
Perfon; I flatter myfelf, you will
the more attentively obferve his Pic-
ture. This Bis moral Pifure; de-
figned, not to be fet in Gold, or
fparkle in Epamel, but to breathe
in your Spirit, and to live in all
your -Condu&. — Which, though it
be entirely your own, calculated
purely for yourfelf, may poffibly
(like the Family Pieces in your
Parlour, that giance an Eye upon
as many as enter the Room) make
fome pleafing and ufoful Impre{fion

7 on
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on every Beholder.—May every one,
charmed with the beauntiful Image,
catch it’s Refemblance; and Each,
in his, refpetive Sphere, ¢ go and do
« likewife.”

But You, Sir, are peculiarly con-
cerned to copy the amiable Original.
As the Order of an indulgent Provi-
dence, has made you Heir of the
qﬁuem‘ Circumflances ; let not a: gay
and thoughtlefs Inadvertence, cut
you off from the richer Inberitance,
of thefe noble Qualifications.—Thefe
will be your Security, amid{t all the -
glittering Dangers ; which are infe-
parable from blooming Years, and
an elevated Situation in Life. Thefe
are your Path, your fure and only
Path, to true Greatnefs, and folid
Happinefs. — Tread in thefe Steps,
and you cannot fail to be the Darl-
ing of your Friends, and the Fa-
vourite of Heaven. Tread in thefe
Steps, and you will give inexpreffib
Joy to one of the beft of Mothers;

/0
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you will become an extenfive Blefling
to your Fellow-Creatures ; and which,
after fuch moft engaging Motives, is
fcarce worthy to be mentioned, you
will be the Delight, the Honour, and
the Boaft of,

- Dear - S IR,
Your very affectionate Godfather,

And moft faithful bumble Servant,

Wefton-Favell, near
Northampton,

July 14, 1747.

James HErvVEY.



PREENGE

w5 E bave already exercifed our Spe-
N culations, on the Towbs and
EJQ%W‘V 5@: Flowers 5 furveying Nature, co-
w%@‘%@ vered with the deepeft Horrors,
5 and arrayed in the richeft Beau-
ties. Allegory faught many of the Objecls,
to Jpeak the Language of Virtues while
Imagination lent ber Colouring, to give the

Leffons an engaging Air —And this, with a

View of imitating that Divine Infiruétor;
who commiffioned the Lily *, in ber jilver
Suit, to remonfirate in the Ear of unbelico-
ing Reafon : Who [ent kis Difciples (Men
ordained to teach the Univerfe) fo learn
Maxims of the laft Impertance, from the
moft infignificant Birds *, trat wander
through the Paths of the Airs from ihe

W ey

* Matt, vi. 26, 28, 29, 30.
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very meanelt Herbs *, that are fiattered
over the Face of the T (uodud

Lmboldened by the kind Acceptance of the
preceding Sketches, I beg leave to confide in
the fame Benev ole ence of Tatte, for the
Proteition and Support of the two remain-
ing Effays 5 whith exhibit a Profpeit of fill

Lm 44(* and Operation : which mora-

100 b

lizé on //Je mofs compofed, and moft magnifi-
cent, Appearances of Things. — Iy which,
Fancy is again [fuffered 0 introduce /J[i‘
lmagerys but only as the Handmoid of

Truth :

* Matt. vi. 26, 28, 29, 30.

+ Celebrated Writers, as Demofikenes and Cicero,
Thucydides and Liwy, are obferved to have a Stile
peculiar to themfelves.—Now, whoever confiders the
Difcourfes of Chrifi, will ﬁnd Him diflinguithing
Himfelf by a Sule, which may properly be called
HIS OWN. Majettic, yetﬁ.z‘m]iar; happily unit-
ing Digrity with Condefcenfien ; it confifls, in reach-
ing his Followers the Jublimefi ‘I'ruths, by fpiricua-
lizing on the molt common Occurrences.  Which,
befides it's being level to the lowelt Ap;_\rehunﬁons,
and admirably adapted to fleal into the moft inat-
tentive Heart; is accompanied with this very fingu-
lar Advantage, That it turns even the S/»/;ere of
Bufinefs into a School of ]/nzz.:ltm, aud renders the
moft ordinary Obje@s a Set of Monitors, ever fo-
liciting our Regard, bcc:aufe ever prefznt to our
Senfes.—So that, [ believe, it may befaid of this
amiable Method, in which our Lor p conveyed ; as

well

e L
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Truth: in order to drefs her Perfon, and
difplay ber Charims 5 1o engage the Attention,
and wwin the Love, even of the Gay, and of
the Fathionable. Which is more likely to
be effected, by forming agreeable Pifiures of
Nature, and deriving infiruttive Obferva-
tions y than by the laborions Method of long-
deduced Arguments, or clofe-connelied Rea-
fonings.—The Contemplation of the Hea-
wvens and the Earthy, of their admirable
Propertics and beneficial Changes, has al-
ways offorded the moft exalted Gratification
to the buman Mind. In Compliance with
this prevailing Tafte, I bave drawn my fe-
: rions

well as that of powverful Energy, which attended his
Doé&rines. That never Man jpake like this Man.—The
Harweff approaching, He reminds his Difciples of a
far more important Harveft, 7obn iv. 35. Mats. xiii.
39. when immortal Beings thall be reaped from the
Grave, and gathered in from all the Quarters of the
Earth: when every human Creature fhall fuflain the
Chara&er of valuable #heat, or delpicable Tares ; and
accordingly be lodged in Manfions of everlafting Se-
curity, or configned over to the Rage of unquench-
able Fire.—In his Charge to Fi/bermer, when they
are commencing Preachers, Mazt. iv. 19. He exhorts
them, conformably to the Nature of their late Occu-
pation, to ufe the fame Affiduity and Addrefs in win-
ning Souls, as they were wont to excreife in catching
the finny Prey.—VFor the farther Illufiration of this
no lefs ufeful, than curious Subje&, T would refer my
Reader to a valuable Note, in Sir ffzac Neawton's Ob.
fervations on the Prophecies ; p. 148. 4to Edition.
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zious Admonitions from the ftupendous Thea-
tre, and variegated Scenery, of the Univerfe.
That the Reader may learn bis Duty, from
bis wery Pleafures—may gather Wifdom,
mingled with Nirtue, from the moft refined
Entertainments, and nobleft Delights.

The Evening, drawing her Sables over
the World, and gently darkening into Night,
is a Seafon peculiarly proper for [edate Con-
Sideration. ~ All Circumftances concur, to hufh
our Paffions, and footh our Cares; to tempt
our Steps abroad, and prompt our Thoughts
2o ferious Refleflion.

— — — Then is the Time,

For thofe, whom Wifdom, and whom Nature
charm,

To fteal themfelves from the degen’rate Cround,

And foar above this little Scene of Things ;

To tread low-thoughted Vice beneath their
Feet;

To footh the throbbing Paffions into Peace;

And woo lone Quiet in her filent Walks *,

The Favour I wonld [olicit forthe firft of the
following Compofitions, is, That it may be per-
mitted

®* Tunowms. Autumn, 1. g73. laft Edit,
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permitted to attend, in fuch retired and con-
templative Excurfions.  To alfend, if wot
wnder the Charalicr of a Friend; at leaft,
in the bumble Capacity of a Servant, or a
Page :—as a Servant, lo open the Door of
Medstation, and. remove every Impediment
to thofe beff Exercifes of the Mind 5 which
blend Advantage with Amufement, and im-
prove, while ‘/ny delight :—as a Par*e, to
g‘czt/v"‘ up the wnftable, flucinating Train of
Fancy 5 and colleét ber fickle Powers into a
confiftent, regular, and ufefu! Habit of Think-

ing.

The other, converfant among the ftarry
Regions, wonld lead the Imagination thr cu;/;
*iwﬁ émutzfz/l Tracis of wi nclouded Azure ;
and point out to the _‘}J:,’g ent fome of Z/J&fr:’
aftonifbin g Particulars, which fo~ eminently
Signalize the celeftial //0;.’& A Prafp%[
this, to wkich Curiofity atiralls our Eyes,
and to which Scripture itfelf often dires our
Study. A Profpet Zze)u,,z’ all others moff
excellently calenlated, to inlarge the Soul,
and ennoble it’s Conceptions ;—ito give the
Srandeft A”p;)rf/'yﬁﬁc;zs of the Everlafting
GOD, and create Sentiments of 56”'0:71’775
Superiority, with relation to all tranfitor y
Interefts s — in a Word, to furnifp Faith

VOL. II. a with
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with the f[ureft Foundation, for a fleady
Affiance, and true Magnanimity of Spirit s
to afford Piety the firongeft Motives, both
for a lively Gratitudes and profound Vene-
ration.

While Galilzo lifts bis Tube, and dif-
covers the prodigious Magnitude of thofe
radiant Orbs ;—while Newton mea/ures their
amazing Diftances, and unites the whole Sy/-
tem, in barmonious Order, by the [ubtil In-
fluences of Attraétion :—I would only, like the,
Herald before that illufirious Hebrew *, pro-
claim at every Turn, ** Bow the Knee, and
¢ adore the Almighty Maker ; magnify bis
¢ eternal Name, and make his Praife, like all
s« bis Works, to be glorious.”

* Gen. xli. 43.

C O N-




CONTEMPLATIONS

ON THE

N- -1 G- H—n

Night is fair Virtue's immemorial Friend :
The confeious Moon, through ew’ry difiant Age,
Has beld a Lamp to Wifdom.
Night-Thoughts, N°V,

! ; |
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Delightful Evening Walk;  thes unmolefled
Lnjoyment of fuch Pleafures, owing to our late
Victory over the Rebels, 1, &c. to 6—The fetting
Sun, 6—Twilight ; it’s U/éfu/mff; Jerious Confide~
ration, 8—The dewy Coolnefs ; if’s beneficial Influence
on Nature 3 Returns of Solitude equally ufeful 1o
Qdan, 10— Angels our Speiators 3 GO D ever pre-
Sent 5 comfortable Improvement of this Truth, 13—
The Day ended; the Swiftnefs, the Shortnefs of
Times; the Work to be dmme while it la s; 2o
Jquander it away, the moft deflruitive Extrava-
gance, 16—The profound Silence, 23—Univerfal
Ceffation of Bufinefs, '25—The Variations of. Na-
ture, pleajing and advantageous, 28—Dartnefs 5 the
obliging Manner of it’s taking place ; wild Beafls
of the Defart, and Savages in human Shape, make
ufe of this Opportunity, 31—Darknefs renders the
leafl Spark vifible ; yet fleals Jrom our Sight all the
lovely Diftinéions of Things, 35—Sleep 3 it’s chear-
ing Nature 5 the Gift of Heaven s fine Prepara-
tiwves for it's Approach ; the Kinduefs of Provi-
dence

7
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dence in guarding our Slumbers, 39—Dreams 3
heir unaccountable Oddnefs 3 many Peoples waking
Thoughts, no lofs chimerical, 44—A very fingulars
and- very bappy Circumflance, attending Sleep and
Dreams, . 48—Ghofts 5 our unreafmable Timorouf-
nefs on this Occafion 5 the true Objelt of Fear 5 the
Reality and Defign of Apparitions, deduéted from a
Paffage in Job, 50—The Ouwl; it’s gloomy Dif-
pofition 3 unholy Perfons incapable of relifbing the
Delights of Heaven, §8—0wl! fereaming, uppofed
10 be a Token of Death; the many real Prefages of
this great Change ; due Preparation pointed out,
and preffed, 60—The Nightingale; her charming
Song s entertains the Lovers of Retirement 3 how
10 have a fuweeter Melody in our own Breafls, 64—
The wvery different Circumflances of Mankind, par-
ticularly of the Gay, and the Affiicied; Addrefs to
\ the Devotees of Mirth and Senfuality, 66—Tbe
Glow-2worm, and Ignis fatuus 5 the Pleafures of the
B orld, and Powers of unenlightened Reafon, 71—
A Comet ; imagined to be the Forerunner of Fudg-
ments 3 Licentioufnefs abounding in a Nation, a
smuch more formidable Omen ; the Diflemper among
the Cattle 73— Narthern Lights; the Panic they
occafion s the general Conflagration, 77—The Moon
vifing 5 brightens as fhe advances 5 fuch fhould be
our moral Condull, 81—Moon opens a majefiic
Scene ; how worthy our Admiration, 82— Moon,
@ mofl ferviceable Appendage to our Globe, 84—

5 Moon,

S
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Moon, fhines with derivative Light ; Chriflians re-
ceive their All from their Savioury 86— Moon always
warying 5 the Things of this World liable to perpetual
Viciffitudes 5 our own Righteoufnefs unequal and im-
perfeét, our Redeemer’s complete, and always the fame,
88— Moon under an Eclipfe ; gazed at by Multi-
tudess the Faults of eminent Perfons feldom efcape
Obfervationy 94— Moon reflecied by the Ocean 5 the
Virtues of Perfons, in diftinguifbed Stations, influen~
sial on others, g6—Moon acluates the Sea s the ever-
Jafling Foys of Heaven attrait and refine the Affec~
tions, Q7—Prayer, a reafonable Service 3 Praife, a
delightful Duty ; with devout Recolleiions proper for
the Night, 99.
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CONTEMPL_ATIONSV

ON THE
i e & 5 e T |

HE Bufinefs of the Day difpatched,
and the {ultry Heats abated, invited
me to the Recreation of a Walk.
A Walk, in one of the ﬁmﬁ Re-
- ceffes of the Country; and in one
of the moft pleafant Evenings, which the Sum-
mer-Seafon produced.

Tue Limes and Elms, uniting their Branches
over my Head, formed a werdant Canopy, and
caft a moft refrething Shade. Under my Feet
lay a Carpet of Naturcs Velvet 3 Grafs inter~
mingled with Mofs, and embroidered with
Flowers.  Jeflamines, in ConJun&mn with
Woodbmes, twined around the Trees ; difplay-
ing their artlefi Beauties to the Eye, and dif-

VO~ 114 B fufing
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fufing their delicious Sweets through the Air. On
either Side, the Boughs, rounded into a Set of
regular Arches, opened a View into the diffant
Fields, and prefented me with a Profpect of the
bending Skies.  The little Birds, all joyous and
grateful for the Favours of the Light, were pay-
ing their Acknowledgments in a Zribute of Har-
mony, and foothing themfelves to Reft with
Songs. While a French-Horn, from a neigh-
bouring Seat, fent it’s melodious Accents, foft~
ened by the Length of their Paflage, to complete
the Concert of the Grove.

Roving in this agreeable Manner, my
“Thoughts were exercifed on a Subjeét, ftill more
agreeable than the Seafon, or the Scene. I mean,
our late fignal Viflory, over the united Forces of
inteftine Treafon, and foreign Invafion. A Vic-
tory, which pours Joy through the prefent Age,
and will tran{mit its Influence to Generations yet
unborn.—Are not all the Bleflings, which can
endear Society, or render Life itfelf defirable,
centred in our prefent happy Conftitution, and
aufpicious Government? Were they not a
ftruck at, by that impious and horrid Blow, me-
ditated at Rome ; levelled by France 5 and feconded
by factious Spirits at Home? Who then can be
Tufficiently thankful, for the gracious Interpofition
of Providence; which has not only averted the

impending



oN THE NIGH T. 3
impending Ruin, but turned it, with ageravated
Confufion, on the Authors of our Troubles ?

MEeTHINKS, every Thing valuable, which 1
poflefs ; every Thing charming, which 1 behold;
confpire to enhance this ever-memorable Event.:
To this it is owing, that I can ramble unmo-
lefted along the Vale of private Life, and tafte
all the innocent Satisfa&ions of a contemplative
Retirement.—Had Rebellion * fucceeded in her
deteftable Defigns ; inftead of walking with Secu~
rity and Complacence in thefe flowery Pathe, T
might have met the 4/a/in with his Dagger : or
have been obliged toabandon my Habitation, and
¢ embrace the Rock for a Shelter.”—Farewel
then, ye fragrant Shades; Seats of Meditation,
and calm Repofe! I fhould have been driven
from your loved Retreats, to make Way for fome
barbarous, fome infulting Viflor.—Farewel then,
ye pleafing Toils, and wholfome Amufements of
my rural Hours! I fhould no more have reared.
the tender Flower to the Sun; no more have
taught the Efpalier to expand her Boughs ; nor
have fetched, any longer, from my Kitchen-
Garden, the pureft Supplies of Health.

HAp Rebeliion fucceeded in her deteftable
Defigns ; inftead of being regaled with the Mufic

B 2 ' of

* Referring to the Rebellion, fet on Foot in the
Year 1745 —~Which, for feveral Months, made z
very dlarming Progrefs in the North—but was hap-
pily extinguithed by the glorious and decifive Victory
at Culloden,
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of ‘the Woods, I might Have been alarmed with
the Sound of the Trumpet, and all the Thunder
of War. Inftead of being entertained with this
beautiful Landfcape, I might have beheld our
Houles ranfacked, and our Villages plundered ;
T might have beheld our fenced Cities encom-
pafled ~ with Armies, and our" fruitful Fields
<« cloathed - with Defolation';” or have been
fhocked with the more frightful Images, of
¢ Garments rolled in Blood,” and of a Ruffian’s
Blade reeking from a Brother’s Heart. Inftead
of Peace, with her chearing Olives, fheltering
our Abodes ; inftead of Juftice, with her impar-
tial Scale, fecuring our Goods Perfecution had
brandifhed her Sword, and Slavery clanked her
Chains.

N or are thefe Miferies imaginary only, or the
Creatures of a groundlefs Panic. There are, in
2 neighbouring Kingdom, who very lately ex-
perienced them- in all their Rigour *, And, if
the malignant Spirit of Popery, had forced itfelf
into our Church; if an abjured Pretender, had
cut his Way to our Throne ; We could have no

Reafon

* GSee a Pamphlet intitled, Popery always the
Jfame.—Which contains a Narrative of the Perfe-
cutions, and fevere Hardihips, lately fuffered by the
Proteflants, in the Southern Parts of France ; and
clofes with a moft feafonable, alarming, and {pirited
Addrefs to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain, Printed
1746, Price 84, :
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Reafon to expect a Mitigation of their Severity,
on our.Behalf.—But, fuppofing the tender Mer-
cies of a bigotted Ufurper, to have been fome-
what:lefs cruel. ~Where, alas! would have
been. the Encouragement, to cultivate our little
Portion 3 or what Pleafure .could arife, from an
improved Spot ; if both the one and the other
lay, every Moment, at the Mercy. of lawlefs
Power? This imbittering Circumitance would
fpotl their Relifh ; and by rendering them a pre-
carious, would render them a joylef/s Acquifition.
—In vain, might the Vine fpread her purple Cluf-
ters; in vain, be lavith of her generous ]uxces 3
if Tyranny, like a ravenous Harpy, fhould be
always hovering over the Bowl, and ready to
fnatch it from the Lip of Induftry, or to wreft it
from the Hand of Liberty.

LIBERTY, that deareft of Names; and
Property, that beft of Charters; give an addi-
tional, an inexpreflible Charm, to every de-
lightful Object,—See, how the declining Sun has
-beautified the weflern Clouds; has arrayed them
in Crimf{on,-and fkirted them with Gold. Such
a Refinement of our domeftic Blifs, is Property ;
fuch an Improvement of our public Privileges, is
‘Liberty,—When the Lamp of Day fhall with-
draw his Beams, there will {till remain the fame
Collection of floating Vapours; but O! how
changed, how gloomy ! The Carnation-Streaks

155, are
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are faded ; the golden Edgings are worn away-3

and all the lovely Tinges are loft, in a leaden-

coloured louring Sadnefs.  Such would be the Af--
ped, of all thefe Scenes of Beauty, and all thefe

Abodes of Pleafure; if expofed contmua]ly to the

Caprlce of arbltrary Sway, or held in a State of
abje&t and cringing Dependence

THE Sun has almoft*finifhed his daily Race,
and haftens to the Goal He defcends lower and
]ower, tl]l his Chariot-wheels feem to hover on
the utmoft Verge of the Sky. What is fome-
what remarkable, the Orb of Light, upon the
Point of fetting, grows conﬁderably broader. The
Shadows of Obje&s, Ju& beforé they bccome
blended in undlf’up cuifhable Darknefs, are exceed-
ingly lengthened ¥ —Like Bleflings, little prized,
while poffiffed : but hl"hly efteemed, the very In-
{tant they are preparing for their Flight : bitterly
regretted, when once they are gone, and to be
feen no miore.

T a e radiant Globe is, now, hlef-xmmerfed
beneath the dufky Earth. Or, as the ancient
Poets (peak is thooting into the Ocean, and finks
in the weftern Sea.—And could I view the Sea, at
this Jun&ure, it would yield a moft amufing
and curious Spe&acle. The Rays, firiking ho-
rizontally on the liquid Element, give it the Ap-
pcarance of floating Glafs ; or, refleéted in many

a different

* M- Jm/gue cadunt a/tu de ﬂfontt[m: Umbre.
Vire.
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a different Dire&ion, form a beautiful Multipli~
city of Colours.—A Stranger, as he walks along
the fandy Beach; and, loft in penfive Attention,
liftens to the Murmurings of the reftlefs Flood ;
is agreeably alarmed by the gay Decorations of
the Surface. With Entertainment, and with
Wonder, he fees the curling Waves, here glifter-
ing with White, there glowing with Purple;
in one Place, wearing an azure Tinéture; in an-~
other, glancing a Caft of undulating Green ; in
the Whole, exhibiting a Piece of fuid Scenery,
that may vie with yonder penfil Tapeftries,
though wrought in the Loom, and tinged with
the Dyes of Heaven.

WHILE I am tranfported by Fancy to the
Shores of the Ocean, the great Luminary is
funk beneath the Horizon, and totally difap-
pears.  The whole Face of the Ground is over-
fpread with Shades; or with, what one of the
fineft Painters of Nature calls, a dun Obfeurity.
Only a few very fuperior Eminences are tipt
with ftreaming Silver. The Tops of Groves,
and lofty Towers, catch the /la/? Smiles of Day *;
are ftil] irradiated by the departing Beams.—But,

Biagwrsiy Ol

* See this remarkable Appearance delicately de-
{cribed, and wrought into a Comparifon, which, in
my Opinion, is one of the moft juft, beautiful, and
noble Pieces of Imagery, to be found in modern Po-
ewy 5 Night-Thoughts, No 1L p. 42. 4te Edir,
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‘O ! how tranfient is the Diftin&ion! how ma-
mentary the Gift ! Like all the Bleffings, which
Mortals enjoy below, it is goze, almoft as foon
as granted.- See'! how languithingly it trembles
on the leafy Spire 3 and glimmers, with a dying
Faintnefs, on the Mountain’s Brow. The little
Vivacity, ‘that" remains, decays every Moment.
Tt can no longer hold it’s Station. Wrhile I {peak,
it expires; and refigns the World to the gradual
Approaches of Night.
Now Twilight grey
Fas in her fober Liv'ry all Things clad *
Every Object, a little while ago, glared
with Light; but now, All appears under a more
‘qualified Luftre. The Animals harmonize with
the infenfible Creation 5 and what was gay in
thofe, as well as glittering in this, gives place
to an univerfal Gravify. In the Meadows, all
was.jecund and f{portive:: but now the gamefome
Jambs, are grown weary of their Frolicks ; and
the tired Shepherd, has impofed Silence on his
Pipe. In the Branches, all was Sprightlinefs and
Song: but now the lively Green, is wrapt in the
defcending Glooms ; and no tuneful Airs are
heard, only the plaintive Stock-dove, cooing
mournfully through the Grove.—Should I now
be vain and trifling, the Heavens and the Earth
would rebuke my unfeafonable Levity. There-
‘ fore,

¥ Mivt. Par. Loft, B.IV. 1. 598,
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foré, be thefe Moments devoted to Thoughts,
- fedaté, as the clofing Day; i folemms - as the Face of
Things. And, indeed, however my focial Hours
dre enlivened with innocent Pleafantry ; let every
~Evening, in her fable Habit, toll the Bell to fe-
rious Confideration. - Nothing can be more pro-
per, ‘for a Perfon who walks on .the Borders of
Efernity, and is hafting ‘continually to his final
rAudit’; nothing 'more proper, than daily to flip
away from the Circle of Amufements; and fre-
quently to relinquifh the Hurry of Bufinefs, in
order to confider 2and adjuft ¢ the Things that be-
" .¢¢ long'to his Peace.” .

SincEe the Sun is departed, from whence
‘can it proceed, that I am not involved in pitchy
Darknefs ? Whence thefe Remainders of dimi-
siifbed Brightnefs ¢ Which, though fcarcely form-
ing a Refulgence, foften and footh the Horrors
of Night. I feenot the fhining Ruler, yet am
‘cheared with a real, though faint Communica-
tion of his Splendor.—Does he remember Us,
in his Progrefs through other Climes ? Does He,
fend a Detachment of his Rays, 'to efeort us during
his perfonal Abfence; or to cover (if I may ufe
the military Term) our Retreat from the Scene of
Aé&ion? Has he bequeathed Us a Dividend of
his Beams, fufficient to render our Circumitances
eafy, and our Situation agreeable? Till Sleep
pours it's foft Opprefion on the Organs of Senfe 3

7 till
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till Sleep fufpends all the Operations of our
Hands ; and intirely fuperfedes any farther Occa-
fion for the Light.

No: it is ill-judged and unreafonable, to afcribe
this beneficent Conduét to the Sun. Not unto
Him; not unto Him; but unto his Almighty
Matker We are obliged, for this pleafing Atten-~
dant, this valuable Legacy. The gracious Au-
thor of our Being, has fo difpofed the Colle&ion
of circumambient Air, as to make it produéive
of this fine and wonderful Effe®. = The Sun-
beams, falling on the higher Parts of the aéreal
Fluid, inftead of paffing on in ftrait Lines, are
bent inwards and conducted to our Sight. Their
natural Courfe is over-ruled, and they are bidden
to wheel about ; on purpofe to favour Us with a
welcome and falutary Vifit.—By which means,
the Blefling of Light, and the Seafon of Bufi-
nefs, are confiderably prolonged. And, whatis a
very endearing Circumftance, prolonged moft
confiderably ; when the vehement Heats of Sum-
mer, incline the Student to poftpone his Walk,
till the temperate Evening prevails ; when the
important Labours of the Harveft, call the Huf-
bandman abroad, before the Day is fully rifen.

AFTER all the Ardors of the fultry Day,
how reviving is this Coolnefs /—This gives new
Verdure to the fading Plants ; new Vivacity to

the
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the withering Flowers; and a more exquifite
Fragrance to their mingled Scents.—By this, the
Air alfo receives a new Force, and is qualified
to exert itfelf with greater Activity. Qualified to
brace our Limbs; to heave our Lungs; and co-
operate, with a brifker Impulfe, in perpetuating
the Circulation of our Blood.—T'his [ might call
the grand Aiembic of Nature ; which diftils her
mo{t fovereign Cordial, the refref hing Dews. In-
ceffant Heat, would rob Us of their beneficial
Agency 3 and oblige them to evaporate, in im-
perceptible Exhalations. Turbulent Winds, or
even the gentler Motions of Zurora’s Fan, would
diflipate the rifing Vapours, and not fuffer them
to form a Coalition. But, favoured by the Stil-
nefs, and condenfed by the Coolnefs of the Night
they unite in pearly Drops, and create that finely-
tempered Humidity, which chears the vegetable
World, as Sleep exhilarates the animal.

No T unlike to thefe, are the Advantages of
Solitude. The World is a troubled Ocean; and
who can ereét ftable Purpofes, on it’s fluGuating
‘Wayes ? The World is a School of Wrong ; and
who does not feel Himfelf warping, to it's perni-
cious Influences ¥ ? On this Sea of Glafs +, how

in(;n__-

* Nunguam a turba mores, quos extuli, refero. Ali-
- quid, ex eo quod compofui, turbatur : aliguid, ex kis que
JSugavi, redit.  Inimica eff multorum converfatio. Sx-.M;c
B #Rcyiscyaizte
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infenfibly we flide from our own Stedfaftnefs!
Some facred Truth, which was fruck in lively Cha-
racters on our Souls, is obfcured, if not obliterat-
ed. Some worthy Refolution, which Heaven had
wrought in our Brealls, is fhaken, if not over-
thrown.. Some inticing Zanity, which we had fo-
lemnly renounced, again practifes it’s Wiles, and
again captivates our AffeGtions.. How often has an
unwary Glance, kindled a Fever of i irregular De-
fire in our Hearts ? How often has a Word of
Applaufe, dropt lufcious Poifon into our Ears 3
or fome difrefpe&tful Expreflion, raifed a Guft of
Paffion in our Bofoms ? Qur Innccence is of fo
tender a Conflitution, that it fuffers in the pro-
mifcuous Croud, Qur Purxty is. of fo delicate a
Complexion, that it fcarce touches on the World,
without contracting a Stain.  We fee, we hear,
with Peril.

BuT here Safety dwells. Every meddling and
intrufive Avocation is fecluded. - Silence holds
the Doar againft ‘the Strife of Tongues, and all
the Impertinencies of idle Converfation. The
bufy Swarm of vain Images, and cajoling Temp-
tations ; which befet Us, with a buzzing Impor-
tunity, amidft the Gaieties of Life ; are chafed by
thefe thickening Shades.—Here I may, without
Difturbance, commune with my own Heart ; and
learn that beft of Sciences, to Anow myfelf.  Here,
the Soul may mlly her diflipated Powers, and
Grace recaver it’s native Energy.—This is the

Oppor-
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Opportunity, to reftify every evil Impreflion ; to
expel the Poifon, and guard againft the Conta-
gion, of corrupting Examples. This is the Place,
where I may, with Advantage, apply myfelf to
fubdue the Rebel within ; and be Mafter, not of
a Sceptre, but of myfelf.—Throng then, ye Am-
bitious, the Levees of the Powerful ; I will be
pun&ual in my Affignations with Solitude. Toa
Mind intent upon it’s own Improvement, Solitude
has Charms incomparably more engaging, than
the Entertainments prefented in the Theatre; or
the Honours conferred in the Drawing-Room.

I sai1p, Solitude.—Am I then alone >—"Tis
true, my Acquaintance are at a Diftance. T
have ftole away from Company, and am remote
from all human Obfervation.—But that is an
alarming Thought,

Millions of fpiritual Creatures walk the Earth,
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we
Sleep *.

PERHAPS, there may be Numbers of thofe
invifible Beings, patrolling this fame Retreat; and
joining with me, in contemplating the Creator’s
Works. Perhaps, thofe miniflring Spirits, who
rejoice at the Converfion of a Sinner, and hold
up the Goings of the Righteous, may follow Us

fo

® Mict. Par. Loff, B. 1V. 1. 677,
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to the lonely Recefs ; and, even in our moft {6+
litary Moments, be our conftant Artendants.—
What a pleafing Awe is awakened; by fuch a Re-
fle@ion ! How venerable it renders my retired
Walks! I am flruck with Reverence; as un-
der the Roof of fome facred Edifice; <or in the
Prefence-Chamber of fome mighty Monarch.—
O'! may I never bring any Pride of Imagination,
nor indulge the leaft diffolute AffeGtion; where
fuch refined and exalted Intelligences exercife
their Watch !
>T1s poflible, that T am encompaffed with
fuch a Cloud of Witnefles; but it is certain, that
Gonb, the infinite eternal G oD, is now and ever
with me.  The great JEHovaB, before whom all
the Angelic Armies bow their Heads, and veil
their Faces, furrounds me ; fupports me ; pervades
me. ¢ In Him Ilive, move, and have my Be-
<t ing.”—The whole World is his auguft Tem-
ple; and in the moft fequeftred Corner, I appear
before his adorable Majefty, no lefs than whén I
worfhip in his Houfe, or kneel at his Altar. In
every Place, therefore, let me pay him the Ho-
mage of a Heart, cleanfed from Idols, and de-
voted to his Service. In every Circumflance,
let me feel no Ambition, but to pleafz Him ; nor
covet any Happmefs, but to enjoy Him,
How fublime is the Defcription, and how
ftriking the Sentiment, in that noble Paflage of
< the

~
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che Pfalms! Whither fball I go from thy Spirit,
or whither fball 1 flee from thy Prefence? If I
elimb up into the Heights of Heaven, Zhou art
there inthroned in Light. If I go down to the
Depths of the Grave, Thou art there alfo in thy
Pavilion of Darknefs. If I retire to the re-
moteft Eaftern Climes, where the Morning firfl
takes Wing : if, fwifter than the darting Ray,
1 pafs to the oppofite Regions of the Weft, and
remain in the wuttermoft Parts of the Sea* : fhall
I, in #hat diftant Situation, be beyond thy Reach ;
or, by this fudden Tranfition, efcape thy Notice !
So far from it; that could I, with one Glance of
Thought, tranfport myfelf beyond all the Bounds
of Creation ; I fhould {till be incircled with the
Immenfity of thy Effence; or rather, ftill be in-
clofed in the Hollow of thy Hand.—Awful yet
delightful Truth! Let it be interwoven with
every Thought! and become one with the very
Confcioufnefs of my Exiftence ! That I may con-
tinually walt with GO D ; and condu& myfelf,
in every Step of my Behaviour, ¢ as Jeeing
<« HIM that is invifible.”’
: THEY

* Pfal. cxxxix. 7, 8,9. There is, I think, an
additional Strength and Beauty in the Thought; if,
with the learned Mr. Mudge, we fuppofe an Autithefis
between the Two Claufes of the laft Verfe, as there
evidently is between thofe of the preceding; and
that they exprefs, in a poetical Stile, the Extremities
of the Eaff and the /2.
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TrEY are the happy Perfons; Felicity, true
Felicity, is all their own; who live under an ha-
bitual Senfe of Gop’s Omniprefence,-and a {weet
Perfuafion - of his fpecial Love. If Dangers
threaten, their impregnable Defence is at hand.
Nothing can be fo near to terrify;, as their Al-
mighty Guardian to fecure themi;—To Thefe,
the Hours can never be tedious; and it is impof-
{ible, for them, to be alone. Do they ftep ‘afide
from the Occupations of animal Life? A more
exalted Set of Employments engage their Atten-
tion. They addrefs themfelves, in all the va-
rious A&s of Devotion, to their heavenly Fa-
ther 5 who now feesin fecret,: and will hereafter
reward them openly. -~ They {pread all their
Wants, before his indulgent Eye; and dif-
burden all their Sorrows, into his compaflionate’
Bofom.—Do they withdraw from human ‘Socie-
ty? They find themf{elves under the more imme-
diate Regards of their Maker. Ifithey refign the
Satisfa&tions of focial Intercourfe; it is to culti-
vate a Correfpondence with the condefcending
DerTy, and tafte the Pleafures of Divine Friend-
thip.—What is fuch a State, but the very Sub-
urbs of Heaven? What is {uch a Conduci, but
an Antepaft of eternal Bleflednefs ?

Now, my Soul, the Day is ended. The
Hours are all fled.  They are fled to the fupreme
2 Judge,
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Judge, and have given in their Evidence. An
Evidence, regiftered in Heaven! and to be pro-
duced, at the great Audit.—Happy They/ whofe
Improvement has kept Pace with the fleeting
Minutes. Who have feized the important Fu-
gitives; and engaged them in the Purfuit of
Wifdom, or devoted them ‘to the Service of Virtue.

Fucrrives indeed they are.  Our Moments
{lip away filently and infenfibly. The Thief fteals
not more unperceived from the pillaged Houfe.
—And will the Runnagates never ftop? No:
Where-ever we' are, however employed, Time
purfues his inceffant Courfe. Though e are lift~
lefs and dilatory ; the great Meafurer of our Days
prefles on 5 ftill prefles on, in his unwearied Ca-
reer * ;5 and whirls our Weeks, and Months, and
Years away.—Is it not then furprifingly ftrange,
to hear People complain of the Zedioufnefs of their
Time, and how heavy it hangs upon their Hands 2
To fee them contrive a Variety of amufing Arti-
fices, to accelerate it’s Flight, and get rid of it’s
Burden ?—Ah ! thoughtlefs Mortals!| Why need
you urge the headlong Torrent ? Your Days are
iwifter than a Pof? ; which, carrying Difpatches of
the laft Importance, with unremitted Speed {cours
the Road. They pafs away like the nimble Ships 5
which have the Wind in their Wings, and fkim
along the watry Plain. They baften to their

VOL, I, C deftined

® Sed fugit interea, fugit irreparabile Tempus, Vine,
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deftined Period, with the Rapidity of an Eggle 5
which leaves the ftormy Blaft behind Her, while

She cleaves the Air, and darts upon her Prey *.
Now the Day is gone, how /hort it appears }
When my fond Eye beheld it in Per/fpective, it
feemed a very confiderable Space. Minutes,
crouded upon Minutes 3 and Hours, ranged be-
hind Hours ; exhibited an extenfive Draught, and
flattered me with a long Progreffion of Pleafures.
But, upon a retrofpective View, how wonder-
fully is the Scene altered ! The Landfchape, large
and fpacious, which a warm Fancy drew ; brought
to the Teft of cool Experience, fhrinks into a
Span. Juft as the Shores vanith, and Mountains
dwindle to.a Spot ;. when the Sailor, furrounded
by Skies and Ocean, throws his laft Look on
his native Land.—How clearly do I now dif-
cover the Cheat! May it never impofe upon my
unwary Imagination, again ! Ifind, there is no-
thing abiding on this Side Eternity. A long Dura-
tion, in a State of finite Exiftence, is mere Illufion.
PERHAPS,

* b ix. 25, 26. By thefe Three very expreflive
Images, the infpired Poet reprefents the unintermitted
and rapid Flight of Time. The Paffage is illuftrated
with great Judgment, and equal Delicacy, in Dr.
Grey's moft ingenious Abridgment of Schultens.—Que
tvibus in elementis welociffima, bic admirabili cum emphaf
congeruntur.  In terris, nil pernicius curfore, & quidern
leti quid ferente. Rapidius tamen adbuc undas, non fe-
cant, Jed fupervolant, Ravigicla papyro contexta. Om-
nium rapidiffime agrem grandibus alis permetitur aquila,
preecipiti lapfu ruens i precdam.
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PERHAPs, the Healthy, and the Gay, may-
not readily credit the ferious Truth; efpecially
from a young Pen, and new toit’s Employ. Let
us then refer ourfelves to the Decifion of the
Antient, Afk fome venerable old Perfon, who
is juft marching off the mortal Stage; Hiw many
have been the Days of the Years of thy Life*2
It was a Monarch’s Queftion ; and therefore
can want:no Recommendation, to the fathion-
able World.—Obferve, how he fhakes his hoary
Locks, and from a deep-felc Convi&ion replies ;
*¢. Fourfeore Years have finithed ‘their Rounds,
*¢ to furrow thefe Cheeks, and cloath this Head
¢ in Snow. Such a Term may feem long and
¢ large, toinconfiderate Youth. But O ! how
¢ fhort, how feanty, to One that has made the
‘ Experiment | Short, as a Gleam of tranfient
¢ Sunfhine ; fianty, as the Shadow that de-
‘¢ parteth. Methinks, it was but Yefterday,
¢ that I exchanged my childith Sports, for
¢ manly Exercifes ; and now, I am refigning:
¢ them both, for the Sleep of Death. As foon
€ as we are born, we begin to draw to our
¢ End; and how fmall is the Interval, between
¢ the Cradle and the Tomb !”—OQ | may we
believe this Teftimony of mature Age! May
every Evening bring it, with clearer Evidence,
to our Minds ! And may we form fuch an Efti.

C2 mate

® Gen, xlvii. 8, s, Bib,
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mate of the little Pittance, while it is upon the
advancing Hand, as we fhall certainly make,
when the Sands are all run down !

Ler me add one Refletion on the 7urk to
be done, while this Shuttle is flying through the
Loom*. A Work of no {mall Difficulty, yet
of the utmoft Confequence !—Haft Thou not
feen, haft Thou not known, the ‘Excellent of
the Earth; who' were living Images of their
Maker? His Divine Likenefs was transfufed into
their Hearts, and beamed forth in all their Con-
du&. Beamed forth in Meeknefs of Wifdom,
and Purity of AffeGion ; in all the tender Offices
of Love, and all the noble Efforts of Zeal. To
be ftampt with the fame beautiful Signature, and
to be Followers of them, as they were of
CurisT; this, this is thy Bufinefs. On the
Accomplifhment of this, thy eternal All depends.
And, will an Affair of fuch unfpeakable Weight,
admit of a Moment’s Delay, or confift’ with the
leaft Remiffnefs —Efpecially, fince much of thy
appointed Time is already elapfed ; and the Re-
mainder is all Uncertainty, fave only that-it is in
the very A to fly.—Or fuppofe, thou hadft
made 2 Covenant! with the Grave; and waft
affured of reaching the Age of Methufelabs how
foon would even fuch a Leafe expire I—Extend

- it,

* My Days are fwifter than a Weaver's Shuttle.
Job vii. 6. :
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it, if yoﬁpleafe, ftill farther; and let it be co~
extflent with Nature itfelf. How inconfiderable
is the Addition! For, yet a very little while,
and the commiffioned Archangel lifts up his Hand
to Heayen, and fwears by the Almighty Name,
That Time fball be no longer*. Then, abufed Op=
portunities, will never return ; and zew Oppor-~
tunities, will never more be offered. Then,
thould negligent Mortals with—with ever fo paffi-
onately—for a few Hours—a few Moments only
~—to be thrown back frq;n the opening Eternity 5

. Thoufands

* This alludes to the Beginning. of Revelations
the xth; which, abfirated from it’s {piritnal Mean-
ing, and confidered only as a ftately Piece of Ma-
¢chinery, well deferves our Attention ; and, I will
venture to fay, has not it’s Superior, perhaps not it’s
Equal, in any of the moft celebrated Mafters of
Greece and Rome.—All that is gloomy or beautiful
in the Atmofphere, all that is ftriking or magnificent
in every Element, is taken to heighten the Idea.
Yet nothing is difproportionate ; but an uniform Air
of ineffable Majefty greatens, exalts, ennobles the
Whole.—Be pleafed to obferve the Afpeét of this
augult Perfonage. All the Brightnefs of the Sun,
dhines in his Countenance ; and all the Rage of the
Fire, burns in his Feet.——See his Apparel.  The
Clouds compofe his Robe, and the Drapery of the
Sky floats upon his Shoulders. ~ The Rainbow forms
his Diadem ; and that which < compafleth the Hea-
< ven with a glorious Circle,” is the Ornament of
his Head.—Behold his Attitude. One Foot ftands
on the Ocean, the other refts on the Land. The
3 (¢ wide
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Thoufands of Worlds would not be able to pro-
cure the Grant.

SuaLL 1, now, be induftrious to fhorten, what
is no longer than aSpan; or to quicken the Pace
of what is ever on the Wing? Shall I fquander
away what is unuterrably important, while it lafts;

and, when once departed, is altogetber irrevocable !
O!

wide extended Earth, and the World of Waters,
ferve as Pedeftals for thofe mighty Columns.—Con-
fider the A&iom. His Hand is lifted up to the
Height of the Stars. He fpeaks ; and the Regions
of the Firmament echo with the mighty Accents,
as the midnight Defart refounds: with the Lion’s
Roar. The Artillery of the Skies is difcharged at
the Signal; a Peal of fevenfold Thunders {preads
the Alarm ; and prepares the Univerfe to receive his
Orders.—To finith all; and give the higheft Gran-
deur, as well as the utmoft Solemnity, to the Repre-
fentation ; hear the Decree that iffues from his
Mouth. He jfwears by HIM that liveth for ever
and cver. In whatever Manner, {o majeftic a Perfon
had exprefled Himfelf; He could nor fail of com-
manding univerfal Attention. But when he con-
firms his Speech, by a moft facred and inviolable
Oath ; we are not only wrapt in filent Sufpenfe, but
overwhelmed with the profoundeft Awe. ~—- He
fwears, That Time frall be no lomger. Was ever
Voice fo full of Terror; fo big with Wonder? It
proclaims, not the Fall of Empires, but the final
Period of Things. It firikes off the Wheels of Na-
ture ; bids Ages and Generations ceafe to roll ; and
with one potent Word, configns a whole World over
to Diffolution. —This is one among a Multitude of
very fublime and maflerly Strakes, to be found in that
too much negle&ed Book—the BisLE,
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O my Soul, forbear the Folly ; forbear the de-
fperate Extravagance. Wilt thou chide as a Loj-
terer, the Arrow. that boundeth from the String ;
or fweep away Diamonds, as the Refufe of thy
Houfe ?—Throw Time away ! Aftonithing, ruin-
ous, irreparable Profufenefs ! Throw Empires
away, and be blamelefs. But O! be parfimoni-
ous of thy Days ; hufband thy precious Hours.
They go conneed, indiffolubly conneted, with
Heaven or Hell *. Improved, they are a fure Pledge
of everlafting Glory ; wafled, they are a fad Pre-
face to never-ending Confufion and Anguifh,

WHAT a profoud Silence has compofed the
World! So profound is the Silence, that my
very Breath feems a Noife ; the Ticking of my
Watch is diftinétly heard; if I do but ftir, ie
<creates a Difturbance.—There is, new, none of

-that confufed Din, from the tumultuous City :
C 4 No

* Iremember to have feen upon a Sun-dfal in a
Phyfician’s Garden at Northampton, the following
Infeription ; which, I think, is the moft proper Motto
for the Inftrument, that meafures our Time; and
the molt firiking Admonition, that can poflibly be pre-
{ented to every Eye.

Ar Hoc MOMENTO PENDET ZETERNITAS.
The weighty Senfe of which, I know not how to "
€xprefs in Engli/s, more happily than in thofe Words
of Dr. Watts ;

Good God ! on what a flender Thread
[Or, on what a Moment of Time]
Hang everlafting Things!




22 CONTEMPLATIONS

No Voice of jovial Ruftics, from the neighbour-
ing Meadow : No chirping Melody from the
fhady Thicket.—Every Lip is fealed. Not the
leaft Whifper; invades the Air; nor the leaft
Motion, ruftles among the Boughs. Ecks herfelf
fleeps unmolefted. The expanded Ear, though
all Attention, catches no Sound, but the liguid
Lapfe of adiftant murmuring Stream. :

All Things are bufp’d, as Nature's Self lay dead,

IF, in the midft of this deep and univerfal
Compofure, Ten Thoufand bellowing Thunders
fhould burft over my Head ; and rend the Skies;
with their united Vollies; how fhould I bear fo
unexpetied 2 Shock? 1t would ftan my Senfes, and
confound my Thoughts. I fhould fhudder in
every Limb; perhaps, fink' to the Earth with
Terror.—Confider then; O Mortals! *confi-
der the mtich more prodigious and amazing Call,
which will; ere long, alarm your {leeping Bones.
‘When the Tenants of the Tomb have flumbered,
in the moft undifturbed Repofe, for 2 Multitude
of Ages; what an inconceivable Confternation
muit the Shout of the Archangel, and the Trump
of Gob, occafion! Will it not wound the Ear of
the Ungodly; and affright, ‘even to Diftrattion,
the impenitent Sinner ? The ftupendous Peal will
found through the Vaft of Heaven; will {hake
the Foundations of Nature; 2nd pierce even the
deepeft Recefles of the Grave. And how—
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O! how will the Fr%:’on*"
able to endure that 7
more tremendous | Jbunzl '—Do Thor, my
Soul, liften to the /i Fezce of the Gofpel. Ar-
tend, in this thy Day, to the gracious Invitations
of thy Saviour.  Then, fhall that great midnight
Cry icle it’s Hover, and be Afufic in thy Ears
It fhall be welcome to thy reviving C}a\, as the
Tidings of Liberty, to the Dungeon Captive; as
the Year of Jubilee to the harafied Slave. This,
this fhall be it’s charming Import; < fwale, and
&5 fmg, yetbat dwellin Duff ¥

-1

WHa T ageneral Ceffation of _42?'
dufky Hour int roduced ! A little while
was Hurry, Hurry. Life and A&ivity exerted
themfelves in a thoufapd bufy Forms. The City
fwarmed, with pafling and repafing Multitudes.
All the Country was Sweat and Duft. The Air
floated in perpetual Agitz:iop, by the flitting
Birds, and humming Bees.  4rz fat prying wi th
her piercing Eyes ; while Induftry pliedher reftlefs
Hands.—But fee ; how all this fervent, and im-
petuous Buftle, is fled with the fetting Sun. The
Beafts are flunk, to their graffy Conch; and the
winged People are retired, to their downy Nefts:
The Hammer has refigned it’s founding Talk,
and the File ceafes to repeat it’s flying Touches.
Shut is the well-frequented Shop, and it’s s Thre-

ihoh.

il
/it

® . xxvi. 10.
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fhold no longer worn by the Feet of numerous
Cuftomers. The Village-Swain lies drowned in
Slumbers ; and even his trufty Dog, who, for a
confiderable Time ftood Centry at the Door, is
extended at his Eafe, and fhores with his Mafter,—
In every Place 70i/ reclines her Head, and Appli-
cation folds her Arms. All Interefts feem to be
forgot ; all Purfuits are fufpended ; all Employ-
mentis funk away ; funk away with thofe flutter-
ing Myriads, which lately fportedin the Sun’s de-
parting Rays.—’T'is like the Sabbath of univerfal
Nature ; or as though the Pulfe of Life ftood ftill,
Taus will itbe, with our infinitely momentous
Concerns; when once the Shadows of the Even-
ing, (thatlong Evening, which follows the Foot-
ftepsiof Death !) are firetched over Us.  The Dead
cannot feek unto Gop; the Living, the Living
alone, are poflefled of this ineftimable Oppor-
tunity *.  ¢¢ There is no Work or Device, no
¢ Repentance or Amendment, in the Grave +,
¢ whither We are All hafting,” When once
that clofing Scene is advanced, We fhall have no
other

® Bebold! Now is the accepted Time. Behold !
Now is the Day of Salvation. 2z Cor. vi. 2.

Hafte, hafte, He lies in wait, He’s at the Door,

Infidious Death ! Shou’d his ftrong Hand arreft,

No Compofition fets the Pris’ner free.

t They who are gone down to the Grave, are
reprefented (//a. xxxviii. 11.) by the Phrafe, rawy

b—rendered by Vitringa, Thofe that inkabit the
Land
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other Part to a& on this earthly Theatre. Then,
the Sluggard, who has flumbered away Life in a
criminal Inadivity, muft lic down in hopelefs
Diftrefs, and everlafting Sorrow. Then, that
awful Doom will take place, ¢¢ He that is hofy,
< let Him be holy flill ; and he that is filthy, let
® Him be filthy for ever.”

Is it fo, my Soul? Is this the only, only Time
allotted, for obtaining the great Reward, and
making thy Salvation fure? And art Thou lulled
in 2 wain Security ; or dreaming in a fuprne Inad-
vertency ? Start, O! ftart from thy Trance.

= Gird

Land of Intermiffim or Ceflation.—Which prevents
all Appearance of Tautology in the Sentence; and is,
I think, a valuable Improwement of the Tranflation :
as it conveys an Idea, not only diftinét from the pre-
ceding, but of a very poetical and very aflicting Na-
ture ; fuch as was perfetly natural for the Royal
Singer, and Royal Sufferer to dwell upon, in his
defponding Moments.—Thus interpreted the Senfe
will ran ; ¢ I fball fee Man no more; 1 fhall be cut
¢¢ off from the chearful Ways of Men, and all the
¢ Sweets of human Society. And, what is a far-
¢ ther Aggravation of the threatened Stroke, 7 /all,
¢« by it's taking place, be numbered awith Thofe, that
inberit the Land of Ceffation and Inaétivity. Where
there will be no more Pofibility of contributing
¢ to the Happinefs of my Kingdom; no more Op-
¢ portunity of advancing my Creator’s Glory; or
¢ of making my own final Salvation fure.”—A
Sentiment like #4is, 1> grand, important, and full
of Benevalence ; removes all Sufpicion of unbecom-
ing Pufillanimity, and does the highelt Honour to the
Monarch’s Charadler.

-

<

-

-
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Gird up the Loins of thy Mind, and work while
it is Day. Improve the prefent Seed-time, that
Eternity may yield a joyful Harveft.—We elpe-
cially, who are Watchmen in Ifrael, and Minif=
ters of the glorious Gofpel ; may e be awaken-
ed, by this Confideration, to all Afliduity in
our holy Office. Some or other of our People,
are ever and anon departing into the invifible
State ; all our Friends, are making inceffant Ap-
proaches to their long Home ; and we ourfelves,
thall very fhortly be tranfmitted to the Confine-
ment of the Tomb. 7his is the favourable
Junéture, wherein alone we can contribute to
their endlefs Welfare, This is the Crifis, the all-
important Crifis, of their final Felicity. Inftantly,
therefore, let us pour in our wholfome Inftruc-
tions ; inftantly, let Us ply them with our earneft
Exhortations. A Moment’s Delay, may be an
irreparable Lofs ; may be irretrievable Ruin.
While we procraftinate, a fatal Stroke may in-
tervene ; and place Uz, beyond the Power of ad-
miniftering ; or place Zbem, beyond all Poffibility
of receiving, any fpiritual Good *,

How frequently is the Face of Nature changed !
and, by changing, made more: agrecable !—The
long-continued Glitter of the Day, renders the
foothing Shades of the Evening doubly wel-

: come,
® The Cafe, reprefented by the Prophet (1 Kings
¥x. 40.) {feems perfeCtly applicable on this Occaﬁo;.
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come. Nor does the Morn ever purple the
Eaft with fo engaging a Luftre; as after the
Gloom of a dark and difmal Night.—At pre-
fent, a Calm of Tranquillity is fpread through the
Univerfe. The weary Winds have forgot to
blow. The gentle Gales have fanned themfelves
afleep. sNot fo much as a fingle Leaf nods.
Even the quivering Afpin refts. « Aud not one
Breath curls o'er the Stream.—Sometimes, on the
contrary, the Tempe/? fummons all the Forces of
the Air;: and pours itfelf, with refiftles Fury,
from the angry North. ;. The whole Atmofphere
is tofled into tumultuous Confufion, and the
watry Wosld is heaved to the Clouds. The
aftonithed Mariner, and his ftraining” Veflel,
now fcale the rolling Mountain, and hang dread-
fully vifible on the broken Surge: now fhoot,
with headlong Impetuofity, into the yawning
Gulf; and neither Hulk, nor Maft, is feen.
The Storm fweeps over the Continent: raves
along the City-ftreets : ftruggles through the
Foreft-boughs ; and terrifies the favage Nations
with a Howl, more wildly horrid than their own.
The knotty Oaks bend before the Blaft ; their

iron

s thy Servant awas bufy here and there, He avas gone.
So, while we are either remifs in our Funétion, or
laying ourfelves out upon #nferior Cares, the People
of our Charge may be gone :—gone beyond the In-
fluence of our Counfels; beyond the Reach of our
Prayers ;—gone into the unchangeable and eternal State.
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iron Trunks groan; and their ftubborn Limbs
are dafhed to the Ground. The lofty Dome
rocks; and even the folid Tower totters on it’s
Bafis,

Suvcn Variations are kindly contrived, and
with an evident Condefcenfion to the Ficklenefs
of our Tafte. Becaufe, a perpetual Repetition
of the fame Objeéts, would create Satiety and
Difgufl 5 therefore, the indulgent Father of our
Race has diverfified the univerfal Scene, and bid
every Appearance bring with it the Charm of
Novelty.—This Circumftance is leneficial, as
well as entertaining. Providence, ever gracious
to Mortals ; ever intent upon promoting our
Felicity ; has taken care to mingle, in the Con-
ftitution of Things, what is pleafing to our Ima-
gination, with what is ferviceable to our Inte-
refts. ‘The piercing Winds, and rugged Af-
pe&t of Winter, render the balmy Gales, and
flowery Scenes of Spring, peculiarly delightful.
At the fame Time, the keen Frofts mellow the
Soil, and prepare it for the Hand of Induftry.
The ruthing Rains impregnate the Glebe, and
fit it to become a Magazine of Plenty. The
Earth is a great Laloratory; and December’s
Cold colle@s the grofs Materials, which are
Jublimated by the refining Warmth of May. The
Air isa pure elaflic Fluid ; and were it always
to remain in 7bis motionlefs Serenity, it would
lofe much of i’s alive Spring; was it never

6 agitated
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agitated by thofe wholfome Concuflions, it would
contract 2 noifome, perhaps, a peftilential Taint,
In which Cafes, our Refpiration, inftead of pu-
rifying, would corrupt the vital Juices; inftead
of fupplying Us with Refrefhment, would be a
Source of Difeafes; or every Galp We draw,
might be unavoidable Death*.—How then
thould we admire, how thould we adore, that
happy Union of Benignity and Wifdom ; which,
from a Variety of Difpenfations, produces an
Uniformity of Good! Produces 2 perpetual Suc-
ceflion of Delights, and an uninterrupted Series
of Advantages !

THE

* Confidering the immenfe Quantity of Coals,
and other combuftible Materials, which are daily
confumed, and evaporate into the Air. Confidering
the numberlefs Steams, and Clouds of Smole, which
almoft continually overwhelm populous Cities ;—
the noifome Exhalations, which arife from thronged
Infirmaries, and loathfome Jayls; from ftagnating
Lakes, and putrid Fens ;—the Variety of offenfive
and unwholfome Effluvia, which proceed from other
. Caufes ;—it is a very remarkable Inftance of a Pro-
_vidence, at once tenderly kind, and infinitely power-
ful, that Mankind is not /uffocated with Stench; thar
the Air is not choaked with Filth.—The Air is the
common Sewer, into which ten thoufand times ten
thoufand Nuifances are inceflantly difcharged ; yet
it is preferved fo thoroughly clear, as to afford the
moft tranfparent Medium for Vifion; fo delicately.
undulatory, as to tranfmit, with all imaginable Dif.
tin@tnefs, every Diverfity of Sound; fo terfedly pure,
as to be the conftant Refiner of the Fluids, in every
Anpimal that breathes.
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T HE Darknefs is now at it’s Height; and I
cannot but admire the obliging Matiner of it’s
taking place. It comes not with a blunt and
abrupt Incivility, but makes gentle and refpectful
Advances. A precipitate Tranfition, from the
Splendors of Day, to all the Horrors of Midnight,
would be inconvenient and frightful. -It would
bewilder the Traveller in his Journey ; it would
ftrike the Creation with Amazement; and, per-
haps, be pernicious to the Organs of Sight.
Therefore the Gloom rufhes not upon us inftan-
taneouily, but increafes by flow Degrees ; and,
fending Twilight before as it’s Harbingers decent-
ly advertifes us of it’s Approach. By this
means, we are- neither alarmed, nor incommod-
ed, by the Change; but are able to take all fuit-
able and timely Meafures, for it’s Reception.—
Thus gracioufly has Providence regulated, not
only the grand Viciffitudes of the Seafons, but al-
fo the common Interchanges of Light and Dark-
nefs, with an apparent Reference to our Comfort.

Now, the fierce Zubabitants of the Forefl
forfake their Dens. A thoufand grim Forms, a
thoufand growling Monfters, pace the Defart.
Death is in their Jaws, while ftung with Hun-
ger, and athirft for Blood, they roam their nightly
Rounds.—Unfortunate the. Zrawveller, who is
overtaken by the Night, in thofe difmal Wilds !
How muft he ftand aghaft, at the mingled Yell
of ravenous Throats, and Lions roaring after
their Prey! Defend Him, propitious Heaven !

7 or
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or elfe He muft fee his endearing Spoufe, and
hail his native Home, no more l=—Now,. the
prowling Wolf, like a 'murderous Ruﬁian,_,dogs
the Shepherd’s Footfteps, and befets his‘bleating
Charge. The Fox, like a crafty Felen, fteals
to the thatched Cottage, and carries off the fea-
thered Booty, ' '
Happy for the World, were thefe the only
Deftroyers that walk in Darknefs. But, alafs
there are Savages in human Shape ; who, muffled
in Shades, infeft the Abodes of civilized Life,
The Sons of Viglence make Choice™ of -this Sea-
fon *, to perpetrate the moft outrageous AQs of
Wrong and Robbery. The Adulterer waiteth
for the Twilight ; and, bafer than the Villain on
the Highway, betrays-the Honour of his Bofom-
friend. -~ Now, Faction forms her clofe Cabals,
and whifpers her traiterous Infinuations. Now,
Rebellion plans her accurfed Plots, and prepares
the Train to blow a' Nation into Ruin. Now
Crimes, which hide their odious Heads in the Day,
haunt the Seats of Society, and flulk through
the Gloom with audacious Fropt, Now, the
Vermin of the Stews crawl from ftheir lurking
Holes, to wallow in Sin, and fpre&d Contagion
S VIO LTI, D through

¥ — — — When Night
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Song
Of Belial, flown with Infolence and Wine,
: Mz,
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through the Night. Each foothing himfelf with
the fond Notion, That all is fafe ; That no Eye
fees.

ARrE They then concealed ? Prepofterous Mad-
men! To draw the Curtain between their infa=
mous Praétices, and a little Set of Mortals; but
lay them oper, to all thefe chafte and wakeful
Ejyes of Heayen * ! As though the Moon and Stars
were made, to light Men to their Revels, and not
to GOD,—Are they then concealed ! No, trulys
‘Was évery one of thefe vigilant Luminariesclofed s
an Eye keener than the Lightning’s Flath, an Eye
brighter than Ten thoufand Suns, beholds their
every Motion. Their thickeft Shades are beam-
ing Day , to the jealous Infpeétor, and fupreme
Judge of human A&ions.—Deluded Creatures!
have ye not heard, have ye not read, ¢ That
s¢ Clouds and Darknefs are HIS majeftic Refi-
¢ dence 1 Inthat very Gloomyto which you fly
for Covert; he ere@s his Throne. What you
reckon your Screens is the Bar of his Tribunal.
O ! remember this! Stand in Awe, and fin not.
' . Remember;

& —— — Sed Luna widet, fed Sidera Tefies
Intendunt Oculos.

4 This is finely, and very forcibly exprefled by
the Plalmift: IF I fay, Peraduventure the Darkuefs fball
cover me ; ther fhall-my Night be turned to Day. Or, as
it may be rendered fomewhat more emphatically,
Ewen the Night fball be broad Daylight all around me.
Pfal. cxxxiX. 10.

1 Pfal, xcvii. 2.
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Remember, that the great and terrible Gop i about
your Path *, when you take your midnight Range ;
is about your Bed, when you indulge the loofe De-
fire 5 and fpies out all your Ways, be they ever fo
fecretly conduéted, or artfully difguifed.

S om E Minutes ago, a Paffenger croffed along
the Road. His Horfe’s Foot ftruck the Ground,
and fetched Fire from a Flint, My Eye, tho’
at a Diftance, catched the View; and faw, with
great Clearnefs, the tranfient Sparkles: Of which,
had I been ever fo near, I thould not have dif-

cerned - the Jeaff Glimpfe, under the Blaze of
Day.—So+, when Sicknefs has drawn a Vel
over

® The original Words are much ftronger than the
Tranflation. J¥9} and MDA fignify, Thou Jift-
¢ my Path, and art intimately acquainted awith all my
Ways. The former, I apprehend, denoting the exal?
.Cognizance, which the Almighty taketh ; the latter
implying the conflant Infpetion, which he exercifeth ;
over all the CircumfRtances of our Condudt, Pfal,
CXXXiX. 2,

t I beg Leave to inform the young Gentleman,
whofe Name dignifies my Dedication ; That #4is
was a Remark of his honoured Father, when we
rode together, and converfed in a dutky Evening.
I mention this Circumftance, partly, to fecure the
Paragraph from Contempt ; partly, to give Him, and
the World, an Idea of that eminently ferious Tafte,
which diftinguithed my deceafed Friend.—The /s

obvioys the Refle@ion, the more clearly it difcovers a
D2 Tura
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over the Gaiety of our Hearts 3 when Misfor<
tunes have eclipfed the Splendor of our outward
Circumftances ;. how many important Conviéions
prefent themfelves, with the brighteft Evidence !
Under the’ Sunfhine of Profperity, they lay un=~
difcovered ; but, when fome intervening Cloud
nas darkened the Scene, they emerge from their
‘Obfcurity, - and. even glitter upon our, Minds.
Then; the #orld,y that delufive Cheat,- confefles.
her - Emptinefs : but JEsUS, the bright and
Morning-Star, beams forth with inimitable Luftre.
Then, Vice lofes all her fallacious Allurements 3
that pairited - Strumpet is horrible, 25 the Hags of
Hell + but Virtues defpifed - Virtue, gains Love-.
linefs from a louring Providence, and treads the
Shades with more than mortal Charms.—May
this reconcile me, and all the Sons of Sorrews to
our appointed Share of Suffering! If Tribu-
Jation tend to diffipate the inward Darknefs,
and pour heavenly Day upon our Minds ; wel-
come Diftrefs; welcome Difappointment wel-
come whatever our froward Flefh, or peevifh
Paflions, would mifiall Calamities. Thefe light
Afflictions, which are but for @ Moment, fhall.
’ fit

Turn of Mind, remarkably fpiritual ; which would
fuffer nothing to efcape, without yielding fome reli-
gious Improvement. The meaner the Incident, the
more admirable was that Fertility of Imagination ;
which could deduce the fublimeft Traths, from the’
moit trivial Occurrences.
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fit eafy upon' our Spirits; fince they befriend our
Knowledge ; promote our Faith; and fo, ¢¢ wor
< out for us, a far more exceeding and eternal

¢ Weight of Glory .2

H o w has this Darknefs fnatched every fplen-
did and graceful Obje&t from my- Sight! It has
dafhed the Spong: over the Piures of Spring,
and deftroyed all the delicate Diflincions of
Things. . Where are now the fine Tinges, which
fo lately charmed me from the glowing Parterre 2.
The Blufh is ftruck out, from the Cheeks of the
Rofe; and-the fnowy Hue, is dropt. from the
Lily. I caft my Eyes toward a magnificent
’ Dz Seat 5

- ® 2 Coriiv. 17, The great Stepheng, that Oracle of
Grecian Learning, tranflates xa$’ vaspSorn, Duo nibil
majus dici aut Jingi poteft.. But how does the Senfe
rife! How is the Idea inlarged; under 7=vs fuch for-
cible Expreflions! #e3’ umg@a?my £ig vm;’:ahm.——-The
whole Verfe is a Malter-piece of the beautiful Az~
vhefis, the lively Defeription, and the nervous Didion.
1t is one of thofe exquifite Paflages in the infpired
Writings, which, like fome rich aromatic Plants, can-
not be transferred from their oin generous and native
Soil, without being impdired in their Vivacity, and
lofing much of their Delicacy. Perhaps, the follow-
ing Verfion may be fomewhat lefs injurious to the fa-
cred Original, thap the common Tranflation 5—Qun
very light Affliétion, avhich is but jufl for the prefent Ma-
wment, aworketh out a_ far more exceeding, an incomparably

great, and eternal Weight of Glory.
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Seat; but the afpiring Columns, and fair-ex=
panded Front, are mingled in rude. Confufion.
Without the Sun, all the Elegance of the bloom-
ing World, is a mere Blank all the Symmetry of
ArchiteQure, is a fhapelefs Heap. : '
- Is not this an exprefiive Emblem of the Love-
linefs, which the :San of Righteoufnefs transfufes:
into all that is amiable ? Was it not for JEs Us,:
and his Merits, I fhould figh” with Anguifh of
Spirit ; even while I rove through Ranks of the
moft beautiful Flowers, or breathe amidft 2 Wil-
dernefs of Sweets. Woas it not for JEsus, and
bis Merits; I fhould roam' like fome difconfolate
Specire, “even thrpugh the Smiles of «C:reation,
and the Carefles of Fortune. My Converfation
in this World, though drefled in the moft en-
gaging Forms of external Pleafure, would be like
the Paffage of 2 condemned Malgfaﬁaf, through
enamelled Meadows, and Bowers of Blifs, to be
broke upon the Wheel, or to expire on the
Rack. But a daily Refleétion, on the L Amz’s
atoning Blood; a comfortable Truft, that my
Soul is reconciled through this divine Expiation 3
this is the Ray, the golden Ray, which irra-
diates the Face of the Univerfe. This is the
Oil of Beauty, which makes all Things wear
a2 chearful Afpe@; and the Oil of Gladnefs,
which difpofes the Spectator to behold them: with
iy i i ~ Delight.
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Delight ¥, This, thisis the feeret Charsii;’ which
teaches Nature, in all her Profpe&s and all her
Produétions, fo exquifitely to pleafe, '

¢¢ M an goeth forth to his Work, and to his

¢¢ Labour, till the Evening:” But. then his
Strength fails ; his Spirits flag ; and he ftands in
need, not only of fome Refpite from ‘Toil, but
of fome kindly and fovereign Refrefhments.—
What an admirable Provifion for this Purpofe,
is Sleep ! Sleep introduces a moft welcome Va-
cation, both for the Soul and-Body. The, Exer-
cifes of the Brain, and the Labours of the Hand,
are at once difcontinued. So that the weary
Limbs repair their exhaufted Vigour; while the
Digovivios per_z/w

* Thus applied, that fine Piece of Flatm;y, ad-
dreflcd to the Heathen Emperor, is firiGly and llte-
sally trae.

— Vultus ubi tuus
. Affalfit populo, gratior it dids; Herty
" Bt foles melius nitent. ' Horaz;
Which T would caft in a Chrifian>Mould, and ithus
tranflate; . ¢

When Faith prefents the Saviour’s Death

And whifpers, ¢ This is thine ;”

Sweetly my: rifing Hours advance,_

And peacefully decline. v
* While fuch my Views, the radiant Sun "
Sheds a more fprightly Ray ; .
Each Objeé fmiles; all Nature charms :
I fing my Cares away.
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penfive” Thoughts drop ‘their Load of Sorrows,
and the bufy ones reft from the Fatigue of Ap-
plication,—Moft reviving Cordial | Equally be-.
neficial to our animal and intelle€tual Powers.
Tt fupples: the flethly Machine, and keeps all it’s
rice Movements in a proper Pofture for eafy
Play. It animates the thinking Faculties with
freth A]aciity; :and rekindles their Ardor for the
Studies of ‘the Dawn.-~ Without thefe enlivening
Recruits, how foontwould the moft robuft Con-
fiicution, be wafted into a-walking Skeleton 3 and
the moft learned Sage, degenerate into a hoary
“1dist I-—Some Time ago, I beheld, with Surprize,
poot:Florie,  His Air was wild ; his Countenance
meagre 3 his Thoughts roving, and ‘Speech dit=
concerted. Inquiring-the Caufe of this ftrange
Alteration, 1 was informed, That, for feveral
Nights, he had not clofed his Eyes in Sleep.
Tor want of which “noble Reflorative, that
fprightly Youth, (who was once the Life of the
Difcourfe, and the:Darling of the Company) is
become a Spe&acle of Milery and Horror.

‘How many”of my Fellow-creatures ‘are, at
this very Inftant, ponﬁncd to the Bed of “Ean-
guifhing; and complaining, with tvh_at'illuﬂrious
Sufferer of old; " Wearifome Nights ‘are -appointed
o me % | Inftead”of indulging foft'Repofe, they
are counting the tedious Hours j “telling: every
ftriking Clock ;-0r meafuring the very Moments,

: - i

“# Tob vii.-'3..
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by their throbbing Pulfe. How many, haraffed”
with Pain, moft paffionately long to make fome

little Truce with ‘their Agonies, in peaceful

Stumbers ! 'How many, fick with Difguictude,

and reftlefs even on their downy Pillows, would’
purchafe this:tranfient Oblivion of their Woes,

almoft at any Rate |—TFhat, which Wealth can-

not procure ;. which Multitudes figh for in vain ;-
thy G oD has beftowed on Thee, Times out of
Number. The welcome Vifitant, punctual at the-
needed Hour, has entered thy Chamber, and

poured his Poppies round thy Couch. - Has gently

clofed thy- Eye-lids, and. fhed his flumberous’
Dews over all thy Senfes.

S1ncE Sleep is fo abfolutely neceffary ; fo in-
eftimably valuable ; obferve, what a Jine Appa-
ratus Almighty Goodnefs has made, to accom-
modate us with the balmy Blefling. - With how
kind a Precaution, He removes whatever might
obftruct it’s Accefs, or impede it’s Influence ! He
draws around us the Curtain of Darknefs ; which
inclines us to a drowfy Indolence, and conceals
every Object, that might too ftrongly agitate the
Senfe. He conveys Peace into our Apartments ;
and impofes Silence, on the whole Creation.
Every Animal is bidden to tread foftly, or rather
to ceafe from it’s Mdtion, when Man is retiring
to his Reﬂpo(e.—M/ay we not difcern, in this
gracious Difpofition of Things, the tender Cares

of
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of a Nurfing-Mother ; who hufhes every Noife,
and fecludes every Difturbance, when She has
Iaid the Child of ber Love to Reft ? 8o, by fuch
foothing Circumftances, and gently-working
Opiates, HE giveth, to bis Beloved, Sleep*.
ANoTHER fignal Inftance of a {Providence
intent upon our Wielfare, is, that we are' pre-
ferved /fafe in the -Hours of Slumber.. - How are
we then loft to all Apprehenfion:of Dangery
even though the Murderer be at our Bed-fide, or
his naked Sword at our Breaft! Deftitute of all
Concern for ourlelves, we are unable to think %,
much more to prowide for, our own Securitys
At thefe Moments, therefore, we lie open to in=
numerable Perils:: Perils, from the refiftlefs'Rage
of Flames: Perils, from the infidious Artificesof
Thieves, or the outrageous Violence of Robbers:
Perils, from the irregular IWorkings + of our own
Thoughts, and efpecially from the Incurfions of

our fpiritual Enemy.
Waar

* Pfal. cxxvii. 2.

+ Ithink, it is referable only to a fuperintending,
and watchful Providence, that We are not hurried
into the moft pernicions AQions, when our Imagina-
tion is heated, and our Reafon ftupefied by Dreams.
—We have fometimes heard of unfortunate Perfons,
who, walking in their Sleep, have thrown them-
felves headlong from a Window, and been dathed to
Death on the Pebbles. And whence is it, that {uch
difaftrous Accidents are only reated as Pieces of

Dews, not experienced by Ourfelves, or our Fami-
lies 2
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_Wauar dreadful Mifchief might that reftlefs,
that implacable Adverfary of Mankind work,
was there not an invifible Hand to con-
troul his Rage, and prote¢t poor Mortals?.
Rt : ' What

lies? Were our Minds more fober in their Opera-
tions, or more circumipeét in their Regards? No, ve-
rily : Nothing could be more wild, than their Excur-
fions ; and None could be more inattentive to. their '
own Welfare. Therefore, if We have laid Us dowia,
and flept in Peace ; it was, becapfe the LORD vouch-
fifed Us the fweet Refrefhment: if 7% rofe againin
- Safety ; it was, becaufe the LORD fuftained Us with his
upremitted Protection.
* Will the candid Reader excufe me, if I add a fhort
Story ; or rather a Matter of Faéz, fuitable to the pre-
ceding Remark ?*—Two Perfons, who had been hunt-
ing together in the Day, flept together the following
Night. One of them wasrenewing the Purfuit in his
Dream ; and, having run the whole Circle of the
Chace, came, atlaft, to the Fall of the Stag. Upon
this, He cries out with a determined Ardor ; I’/ kil
bim : DI] kill bim : and immediately feels for the Knife,
which he carried in his Pocket. His Companion hap-
pening to be awake, and obferving what pafled, leap-
ed from the Bed. Being fecure from Danger, and the
Moon fhining into the Room, He ftood to view the
Event. When, to hisinexpreflible Surprize, the infa-
tuated Sportfman gave feveral deadly Stabs, in the
very Place, where, a Moment before, the Throat and
the Life of his Friend lay.—This I mention, as a
Proof, that nothing hinders Us, even from being Af-
{aflins of Others, or Murderers of Ourfelves, amidft
the mad Sallies of Sleep; only the prewenting Care
?‘ our Heavenly Father.




44 CONTEMPLATIONS

What Scenes of Horror might he reprefent to
our Imaginations, and ¢ fcare us with ‘Dreams,
¢ or terrify us with Vifions * 1” Byt the Keeper
of Ifrael,- who never flumbers nor fleeps, in- -
terpofes in our Behalf; a2t once to cherifh us
under his Wings, and to defend us as with a
Shield.—I¢ is faid of Solvmon, < That Three-
¢ fcore valiant Men were about his Bed; all ex-
¢ pert in War; every one with his Sword upon
¢ his Thigh, becaufé of Fear in the Night +,”
But One ‘greater than Solomon 3 One mightier
than Myriads of armed Hofts; even the great
JEHOVAH, in whom is everlafting ‘Strength,
He vouchfafes to encamp about -our Houfes; ‘ta
watch over our fleeping Minutes, and to ftop all ;
the Avenues of I1.—O! the unwearied and con-
defcending Goodnefs of our Creator ! Who /Julls
us to our Reff, by bringing on the filent Shades 3
and plgnts his own ever-watchful Eye as our Cen-
tinel, while we enjoy the needful Repofe.

REASO N, now, refigns her fedate Office ;
and Fancy, extravagant Fancy, leads the Mind
through

* What a complete Mafter that malignant Spirit
is, in exhibiting wifonary Reprefentations, appears from
his Conduct towards Curist, on the high Moun-
tain : and that he is too ready, if not reltrained by an
over-suling Power, to employ his Dexterity in afficting
Mankind, 1s evident from his Treatment of 7eb. Sce
Lukeiv, 5. Fob vii. 14. :

+ Cant. iii. 7, 8.
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hrough a Maze of Vanity. The Head is crouded
with falfe Images, and taitalized with the moft
ridiculous Mifapprehenfions of Things. Some,
are expatiating amidft Fairy Fields, and gather-
ing Garlands of vifionary Blifs; while their Bo-
dies are ftretched on a Wifp of Straw, and fhel-
tered by the Cobwebs of 2 Barn. Others, quite
infenfible of their Rooms of State, are mourning
in a doleful Dungeon, or flruggling with the
raging Billows. Perhaps, with hafty Steps, they
climb the craggy Cliff 5 and, with real Anxiety,
fly from the imaginary Danger, Or elfe, be-
numbed with fudden Fear, and finding them-
{elves unable to efcape, they give up at once
their Hopes and their Efforts; and, though re-
clined on a Couch of Ivory, and {inking, ail
helplefs and diftrefied, in the furious Whirlpool.
So unaccountabte are the Pagaries of the Bran,
while Sleep maintains it’s Dominion over the
Limbs!

Bu T is This the only Seafon, when abfurd and
incoherent Irregularities play their Magic on our
Minds ? Are there not thofe who dream, even
in their waking Moments !-—Some pride Them-
felves in 2 Notion of fuperior Excellency, becaufe
the Royal Favour has annexed a few fplendid
Tites to their Names? or becaufe the dying
Silkworm has bequeathed her fineft Threads, to
cover their Nakednefs, — Others congratulate

7 their
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their own fignal Happinefs, becaufe Loads of
golden Lumber are amaffed together in their Cof-
fers ; or promife themfelves a moft fuperlative
Felicity indeed, when fome Thoufands more are
added to the ufelefs Heap.—Nor are there want-
ing Others, who gape after fubflantial Satif-
faltion from airy Applaufe; and flatter them-
felves with, I know not what, Immortality in
the momentary Buz of Renown.—Are any of
Thefe a whit more reafonable in their Opinions,
than the poor ragged Wretch in his Reveries;
who, while fnoring under a Hedge, exults in the
Pofleflion of his ftately Palace, and fumptuous
Furniture ?—If Perfons, who are wery Vafals
to their own domincering Paflions, and led cap-
tive by numberlefs Temptations : if thefe Per-
fons pique themfelves with a Conceit of their
Liberty, and fancy themfelves the generous and
gallant Spirits of the Age: where is the Dif-
ference between Theirs, and the Madman’s
Frenzy 5 who, though chained to the Floor, is
throned in Thought, and wielding an imaginary
Sceptre ? — In a Word; as many as borrow
their Dignity from a Plume of Feathers, or
the gaudy Trappings of Fortune; as many as
fend their Souls to feek for Blifs in the Blan-
difhments of Senfe, or in any Thing fhort of

the divine Favour, and a well-grounded Hope of
5 the
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the incorruptible Inheritance * ; what are they
but Dreamers with their Eyes open; delirious;

though in Health ¢
WouLD you fee their Picture, drawn to the
very Life ; and the Succefs of their Schemes, cal-
culated with the utmoft Exa&nefs ; caft your Eye
upon that fine Reprefentation, exhibited by the
Prophet : 1t Jball be even as when a bungry Man
dreamethy, and behold, be eateth 5 but he awaketh,
and bis Soul is empty = Or as when a thirfly
Man dreameth, and bebold, he drinketh; but be
awakethy and bebold, be is faint, and bis Soul
bath Appetite+. Such is the Race, and fuch the
Prize, of all thofe Candidates for [Honour and
Joy; who run wide from the Mark of the high
Calling of Gop, in CurisT Jesus. They
live in Vanity, and die in Woe.—Awaken us,
merciful LoRD, from thefe noon-nide Trances?!
Awaken us, while Conviction may turn to our
Advantage, and not ferve only to increafe our
Torment. O let our ¢¢ Eyes be enlightened,
¢ to difcern the Things that are excellent;”
and no longer be impofed upon by fantaftic Ap-
pearances, which, however pompous they .may
feem, will prove more ezpty than the Vifions of
the

# Thefe give a facred, and home-felt Delight,
A fober Certainty of awaking Blifs.
Mivt, Comus.
+ Ifa, xxix. 8,
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the Night, more #ranfient than the Dream that i
forgotten.

HavinG mentioned Sleep and Dreams, let me
once again confider thofe remarkable Incidents
of our Frame: fo very remarkable, that I may
venture to call them, a kind of experimental
Myflery, and little lefs than a ftanding Miracle.
~—Behold the moft wigorous Conflitution,  when
ftretched on the Bed of Eafe, and totally refigned
to the Slumbers of the Night., It’s A&ivity is
opprefled with Fetters of Indolence ; it’s Strength
is configned over to a temporary Annihilation ;
the Nerves are like a Bow uhffrung, and the
whole animal Syftem is like a motionlefs Log.—
Behold a Perfon of the moft delicate Senfations,
and amiable Difpofitions.  His Eyes, though
thrown wide open, admit not the vifual Ray;
at leaft, diftinguifh not Obje&ts. His Ears, with
the Organs unimpaired, and articulate Accents
beating upon the Drum, perceive not the Sound ;
at leaft, apprehend not the Meaning. The Senfes,
and their exquifitely fine Feelings, are over-
whelmed with an unaccountable Stupefaétion.
You call him a focial Creature; but where are
his focial Affeétions? He knows not the Father,
that hegat him ; and takes no Notice of the Friend,
that is as his own Soul. * The Wife of his Bofom
may expire by his Side, and He lie more un-

concerned
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voncerned than a Barbarian, The Children of
his Body, may be tortured with the fevereft
Pangs ; and He, even in the fame Chamber, re-
main untouched with the leaft Commilferation.
—Behold .the moft ingenious Scholar : whofe
Judgment is. piercing, and able to trace the moft
intricate Difficulties of Science; his Tafte re-
fined, and quick to relifh all the Beauties of Sen-
timent and Compofition.  Yet, at this Jun&ure,
the thinking Faculties are unhinged, and the in-
tellectual Oeconomy quite difconcerted. Inftead
of clofe-connected Reafonings, nothing but a dif-
join’ted Huddle of abfurd Ideas : inftead of well-
digefted Principles, nothing but a diforderly
Jumble of crude Conceptions. The moft palpa-
ble Delufions, impofe upon hijs Imagination.
The whole Night pafles, and he frequently mif- -
takes it for a fingle Minute: is not fenfible of
the Tranfition, hardly fenfible of any Duration.

Y ET, no foonerdoes the Morning dawn, and
Day-light enter the Room ; but this ftrange In-
chantment vanithes. The Man awakes, and
finds himfelf poffefled of all the valuable En-
dowments; which, for feveral Hours, were
fufpended, or loft. His Sinews are braced, and
fit for Action, His Senfes are alert and keen,
The romantic Vifionary brightens into the Maf-
ter of Reafon. The frozen or benumbed Affec-
tions, melt with Tendernefs, and glow with Be-
nevolence. And, what is beyond meafure fur-

prifing, the intoxicated Mind works itfelf fober,
LYot E not
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not by flsw Degrees; but, in the Twinkling of
an Eye, recovers from it’s Perturbation.—Why
does not the Stupor, which deadens all the nice
Operations of the animal Powers, hold faft it’s
Poffefion ? When the Thoughts are once dif=
adjufted, why are they not always in Confufion
How is it, that they are rallied in 2 Moment 3
and, from the wildeft Irregularity, reduced to the
moft orderly Array !—From an Ina&tivity, re-
fembling Death; how is the Body fo fuddenly re-
ftored, to Vigour and Agility ? From Extravagan-
cies, bordering upon Madnefs ; how is theUnder-
ftanding inflantancoufly re-eftablithed, in Sedate-
nefs and Harmony ? — Surely, < this is the
« I,or p’s Doing, and it fhould be marvellous
¢ in our Eyes:” fhould awaken our Gratitude,
and infpirit our Praife. :

Tais is the Time, in which Ghyfis are fup-
pofed to make their Appearance. Now, the
timorous Dmagination teems with Phantoms, and
creates numberlefs Terrors to itfelf. Now dreary
Forms, in fullen Statey flalk dlong the Gloom 3
or, {wifter than Lightning, glide acrofs the
Shades. Now, Voices more than mortal * are

heard

¥ Vox quoque per Tucos wulgo exaudita filentes
Ingens, & Jimulacra modis pallentia miris

Vifa [ub obfeurnm noflis.— Vire.
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heard from the echoing Vaults, and Groans iffue
from the hollow Tombs. Now, melancholy
Speétres vifit the Ruins of antient Monafteries,
and frequent the folitary Dwellings of the Dead.
They -pafs and repafs, in unfubftantial Images,
along the forfaken Galleries ; or take their deter-
mined Stand, over fome lamented Grave.—How
often has the School-boy fetched a long Circuit,
and trudged many a needlefs Step, in order to
avoid the haunted Church-yard ? Or, if Necef-
fity, fad Neceflity, has obliged him to crofs the
Spot; where buman Skalls are lodged below, and
the baleful Yews fhed fupernumerary Horrors
above ; a Thoufand hideous Stories rufh into his
Memory. Fear adds Wings to his Feet; he
fcarce touches the Ground; dares not once look
behind him ; and bleffes his good Fortune, if no
frightful Sound purred at his Heels, if no ghattly
Shape bolted upon his Sight.

"T1s firange, to obferve the exceflive Timi-
dity, which poflefles many Peoples Minds, on
this fanciful Oceafion 5 while they are void of all
Concern, on others of the moft tremendous Im-
port.  Thofe, who are ftartled, in any dark and
lonely Walk, at the very Apprebenfin of a fingle
Speétre; are neverthelefs unimpreffed at the Jure
Profpeét, of entering into a whole World of dif-
embodied Beings. Nay, are without any Emo-
tions of Awe, though they know themfelves to

E 2 be
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be haftening into the Prefence of the Great, Infi-
nite, and Eternal Spirit.—Should fome pale Mef-
fenger from the Regions of the Dead, draw back
our Curtains at the Hour of Midnight ; - and,
appointing fome particular Place, fay, as the
horrid Apparition to Brutus, Il meet thee
theve ® : 1 believe, the boldeft Heart would feel
fomething like a Panic; would ferioufly think
upon the Adventure, and be in Pain for the
Event. But, when a Voice from Heaven cries, in
the awakening Language of the Prophet, Pre-
pare to meet thy GO D, O Ifrael +3; how little is
“the Warning regarded! How foon is it forgot !
Prepofterous Stupidity ! To be utterly uncon-
cerned, where it.is the trueft Wifdom to take the
Alarm; and to be a/ Trepidation, where there
is nothing really terrible 1—Do Thou, my Soul,
remember thy Saviour’s Admonition ; ¢ 1 will
<& forewarn jyoi, whom you  Jball  fear. Fear
<ot thefe imaginary Horrors of the Night.
¢ But fear that awful Being; whofe Revelation
s of Himfelf, though with Expreflions of pecu-
< liar

* The Story of Brutus, and his ewil Genius, 1is

well known. Nor muft it be denied, that the pre-
cife Words of the Speére to the Hero were, ru
meet thee at Philippi. But as this would not anfwer
my Purpofe, T was obliged to make an Alteragion, in
the Circumftance of Place.

1+ Amosiv. 12,
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¢t liar Mercy, made Aofes, his favourite Servant,
¢ tremble exceedingly. Whofe Manifeftation,
when he appears with Purpofes of inexorable
< Vengeance, will make mighty Congquerors; who
¢ were familiar with Dangers, and eftranged to
¢¢ Difmay ; call upon the Mountains to fall on
¢¢ them, and the Rocks to cover them. The
¢« Menace of whofe majeftic Eye, when He
comes attended with thoufand Thoufands of
¢¢ his immortal Hofts, will make the very Hea-
vens cleave afunder, and the Earth flee away.—
¢ O dread H1s Difpleaflure ; fecure H1s Fa-
¢ vour ; and then Thou may’ft commit all thy
¢ other Anxieties to the Wind., Thou may’t
¢¢ laugh at every other Fear,”

T h1s brings to my Mind a memorable and
amazing Occurrence, recorded in the Book of
Job*. Which is, I think, no inconfiderable
Proof of the real Exiflence of Apparitions +, on

E 3 fome
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* Job iv. 12, 14, &c.

+ Is a Proof of the real Exiftence of Apparitions.—Tf
the Senfe, in which I have always underflood this
- Paflage, be true—E/iphaz, I apprehend, was neither
in a ‘L'rance, nor in a Dream, but perfectly awake —
Though He fpeaks of Sleep ; He fpeaks of it, as fall-
en not upon himfelf; but upon otber Men. He does
not mention Dreams, though My Somniaz, would
have fuited the Verle (if the Book be in Metre)
altogether as well as MV Zifiones.—1It could nat,

furely
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fome wery extraordinary Emergencies; while it
difcountenances thofe Legions of idle Tales,
which Superftition has raifed, and Credulity
received. Since it teaches us, that if, at any
Time, thofe Vifitants from the unknown World,
render themfelves perceivable by Mortals, it is
not upon any Errand of frivolous Confequence ;
but, to convey Intelligences of the utmoft Moment,
or towark Impreffions of the higheft Advantage.
*Twas in the Dead of Night. All Nature
lay fhrouded in Darknefs. Every Creature was
buried in Sleep. The moft profound Silence
reigned

furely be a Wind, as fome tranflate the Word .
Becaufe, the Circumftance of fanding flill, is not fo
compatible with the Nature of a Wind ; and a Wind
would have paffed afozeHim, all around Him, as well
as befire Him. Not to add, how low a Remark it is,
and how unworthy of a Place in {o auguft a Deferip- -
tion, thatHe could not difeern the Form of a Wind.—It
feems, therefore, to have been a real Spirit; either
Angelical as were thofe, which prefented themfelves to
Abrabam refting at the Door of his Tent, and to Lo#
fitting in the Gate of Seduan 5 or elfe, the Spirit of fome
departed Saint, as in the Cafe of Samuel's Apparition,
or the famous Appearance of /i/ofes and Elijab on the
Mount of Transfiguration.—A Spirit, affuming fome
Vebicle, in order to become vifible to the human Eye.
Which, accordingly, Eliphaz {aw, exhibiting itfelf as
an Object of Sight. But faw {o obfcurely and indif-
tintly, that He was not able, either to defcribe it’s
Ajpec?, or to difcern avbom it refembled. :
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reigned through the Univerfe. In thefe folemn
Moments, Eliphaz alone, all wakeful and foli-
tary, was mufing upon fublime and heavenly
Subjeé&ts.—When, lo! an awful Being, from
the invifible Realms, burit into his Apartment *,
A Spirit paffed before bis Face.  Aftonifhment
feized the Beholder. His Bones fhivered within
Him ; his Flefh trembled all’ over Him; and
the Hair of his Head ftood ereét with Horror.—
Sudden and unexpeéted, was the Appearance of
the Phantom; not fuch it’s Departure. /[t
Slood fHill, to prefent itfelf more fully to his View.
It made a folemn Paufe, to prepare his Mind for
fome momentous Meflage.—After which, a
Voice was heard. A Voice, for the Importance

E 4 of

* T have given this {olemn Picture a moderz Drefs,
rather for the Sake of Variety and Illufiration, than
from any Apprehenfion of improving the admirable
Original, Such an Attempt, I am fenfible, would
be more abfurdly vain, than to lacquer Gold, or paint
the Diamond. The Defcription, in E/iphaz’s own
Language, is awful and affe@ting to the laft Degree.
A Night-Piece, dreffed in all the Circumftances of
the deepeft Horror. I queftion, whether Shake-
Jpeare himfelf, though fo peculiarly happy for his
great Command of terrifying Images, hasany Thing
fuperior or comparable to this, The Judges of fine
Compofition fee the mafterly Strokes; and, I be-
lieve, the moft ordinary Reader fee/s them, chilling
his ]élood, and awakening Emotions of Dread in his
Mind. :
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of it’s Meaning, worthy to be had in everlafting
Remembrance ; for the Solemnity of it’s Delivery,
enough to alarm a Heart of Stone. It fpoke;
and this was the Purport of it’'s Words ;—¢¢ Sha/l
« Man, frail Man, be juft before the mighty
“GOD? Shall even the mofi accomplifped of
<< Morials be pure in the Sight of his Maker * 2
¢ Bebold, and confider it attentively., FHe put
no {uch Zrufl in his moflt exalted Servants, as
fhould® befpeak them incapable of Defect.
And his very Angels He charged with Folly ;
¢ as finking, even in the higheft Perfection of
their Holinefs, infinitely beneath his tranfeend-
ent Glories; as falling, even in all the
Fidelity of their Obedience, inexpreflibly
thort of the Homage due to his adorable

¢ Majefty.

® There feems to be a fignificant and beautiful
Gradation in the Hebreww Words N and 513,
which I have endeavoured to preferve, by a Sort of
paraphrafiic Verfion—The Reader will obferve a zew
Turn given to the Sentiment ; preferable, I think, ta
that which our Eng/i/b Tranflation exhibits. Nor,
JEall Man be more jufl than GO D ? But, fball Man be
Juft before, or in the Sight of GOD 2 The Paflage,
thus rendered, {peaks a Truth incomparably more
weighty, and needful to be inculcated. A Truth, ex-
actly parallel to that bumbling Confeflion of the Pro-
phet, We are all as an unclean Thing ; and to that fo-
lemn Declaration of the Plalmift, 1z thy Sight fball no
Man living be jufiified,

-

/



oNn THE NIGHT. 57

¢ Majefty. If angelic Natures mult not pre-

« fume to juftify, cither Themfelves, or their
Services, before uncreated Purity ; how much
<¢ more abfurd is fuch a Notion, how much more
<¢ impious fuch an Attempt, in Them that dwell
<< in Houfes of Clay; whofe Original is from the
¢ Duft, and whofe State is all Imperfection !”

I wouLD obferve from hence, the very fin-
gular Neceflity of that Poverty of Spirit, which
intirely renounces it’s own Attainments ; and moft
thankfully fubmits to the Righteoufnefs of the in-
carnate G o p.—To inculcate this Leflon, the
Son of the Blefled came down from Heaven ; and
prefled no other Principle, with {o repeated * an
Importunity, on his Hearers. ‘Lo inflil the fame
Doétrine, the HoLy GHos T touched the Lips

. of the Apoftles with facred Eloquence; and
made it an eminent Part of their Commiffion,
¢ to demolifh every high Imagination.” That

no

# Tt is well worthy of our Obfervation, fays an
excellent Commentator, *¢ That no one Sentence ut-
¢ tered by our Lorp, is fo frequently repeated as
« this; Whofoewer foall exalt bimfelf, Jfball be abajed ;
 aid be that jball bumble himfilf, fall be exalted.”
Which often occurs in the Evangelifts; but is newver
duly accomplithed in Us, till We difclaim all Preten-
fion to Merit and Righteou(nefs of our own, and feek

them only in the Atonement and Obedience of Jesus
ChRrisr.
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no Expedient might be wanting, to give it a
deep and lafting Efficacy on the human Mind 3
a Phantom arifes from the Valley of the Shadow
of Death, or a Teacher defcends from the Ha-
bitation of Spirits.— W hatever then we negle&t ;
let us not negle& to cultivate 1his Grace, which
has been fo varioufly taught, fo powerfully en-
forced,

HArk! a doleful VoicemWith fudden Starts,
and hideous Screams, it difturbs the Silence of
the peaceful Night. *T'is the Screech-owl, fome-
times in frantic, fometimes in difconfolate Accents,
uttering her Woes *. -~ She flies the vocal Grove,
and fhuns the Society of all the feathered Choir.
The blooming Gardens, and flowery Meads,
have no Charms for her. Obfcene Shades,
ragged Ruins, and Walls overgrown with Ivy,
are her favourite Haunts. Above, the moulder-
ing Precipice nods, and threatens a Fall: be-
low, the Toad crawls, or the poifonous Adder
hiffes. The fprightly Morning, which awakens
other Animals into Joy, adminifters no Pleafure

to

* Solague culminibus ferali carmine buba
Sepe queri, longafque in fletum ducere voces.

Thus fung that charming Genius, that Prince of the
antient Poets, that moft confummate Mafter of Ele-
gance and Accuracy ; all whofe Sentiments are Na-
ture, whofe every De/cription is a PiGture, whofe whole
Language is Mufic—VirGiL,
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to this gloomy Reclufe. Even the fmiling Face
of Day, is her Averfion; and all it’s lovely
Scenes, create nothing but Uneafinefs.

So, juft fo, would it fare with the Ungodly 3
were it poffible to fuppofe their Admifiion, into
the chafte and bright Abodes of endlefs Felicity.
They would find nothing but Difappointment
and Shame, even at the Fountain-Head of Hap-
pinefs and Honour.—For how could the Tongue,
habituated to Profanenefs, tafte any Delight in
the harmonious Adorations of Heaven?! How
could the Lips, cankered with Slander, re-
lith the Raptures of everlafting Praife ? Where
would be the Satisfa&ion of the wain Beauty, or
the fupercilious Grandee ¢ Since, in the Temple
of the Skies, no Incenfe of Flattery would be
addreffled to the former; nor any obfequious
Homage paid to the latter.— T he fpotlefs and
inconceivable Purity of the blefled G o, would

flafp Confufion on the lafcivious Eyé.  The en-

vious Mind, muft bz on a Rack of felf-torment-
ing Paffions ; to obferve Millions of happy Be-
ings, fhining in all the Perfections of Glory, and
folacing themfelves in the Fulnefs of Joy.—In
fhort ; the unfancified Soul, amidft holy and
triumphant Spirits ; even in the refined Regions
of Blifs and Immortality; would be like this
melancholy Bird, diflidged from her darkfome

Retirement,
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Retirement, and imprifined under the Beams of
Day *,

T HE Voice of this Creature fcreaming at our
Windows, or of the Raven croaking over our
Houfes, is, they fay, a Zokn of approaching
Death. There are Perfons, who would regard
fuch aa Incident, with no fmall Degree of Soli-
citude. Trivial as it is; it would damp their
Spirits, ‘perhaps, break their Reft.—One can-
not but wonder, that People fhould fuffer
themielves to be affrighted at fuch Santaflical,
and yet be quite unaffcéted with realy Prefages
of their Diffulution.  Real Prefages of this awful

Event,

* 1 would beg of the Reader to obferve, with
what Zzphafis and Propriety our Lokp touches this
important Point, in his memorable Reply 1o Nicode-
mus.  Verily, werily, T Jay unio thee, Except a Man be
born again, He.canwort enter into the Kingdom of Hea-
wveu 3 Q. d. ¢ 1 wave the Authority of the Sipreme
¢ Judge, and fpeak with the Condefeenfion of a Teacher
“ inJjrael. Though I might, without being liable to
< the leaft Controul, pafsic into a {overeign Decree ;
That uarenzwed Mo:tals, who are Slaves to corrupt
¢ Appetite, snaLL vow encer the Habitations of the
*¢ Juit; I rather choofe to reprefent it, as a Cafe ur-
terly impeffible ; and charge the Calamity, not upon
Divine Severity, but upon hunfan Folly. Such Per-
fons fron the very Natore of Things, preclude
themfelves ; they incapacitate their own Minds;
“ and Contiarietics mult be reconciled, Lefore They,
in their unregenerate Condition, car be Partakers of

thofe fpiritual and fublime Dolights.” Foluiii. 3.

G
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Event, addrefs us from every Quarter. What
are thefe incumbent Glaoms, which overwhelm the
World, but a kind of Pall provided for Nature 5
and an Image of that long Night, which will

quickly cover the Inhabitants of the wholeEarth 2 .
What an Afinity has the Sleep®, which will very
foon weigh down my drowly Eye-lids, with that
State of intire Ceffation, in which allmy Senfes
muit be laid afide ! The filent Chamber, anfl the
Bed of Slumber, are a very {ignificant Repre-
{entation of the Land, where all Things are
hufhed; all Things are forgotten.— W hat meant
that deep Death-Bell Note, which, the other
Evening, (addened the Air ? Laden with heavieft
Accents, it ftruck our Ears, and feemed to
knock at the Door of our Hearts. Surely, it
brought a Meflage to furviving Mortals, and
thus the Tidings ran : < Mortals, the Deftrover
¢« of your Race is on his Way. The laft Ene-
¢ my has begun the Purfuic; and is gaining
¢ Ground upon you, every Moment. His
¢ Paths are flrewed with Heaps of Slain. Even
¢ now his Javelin has Jaid one of your Neigh-
¢t bours in the Duft ; and will foon, very foon,
< aim the inevitable Blow at each of your Lives.”
W E need not go down to the Charne!l-Houfe,
nor carry our Search into the Repofitories of the
Dead;

-~

¥ Et Confanguiness Lethi Sopor. ViRrRG,
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Dead; in order to find Memorials of our jm=~
pending Doom, A Multitude of thefe Remem-
brancers are planted in all our Paths, and point
the heedle(s Paflengers to their. long Home. I
can hardly enter a confiderable Town, but I
meet the funeral Proceflion, or the Mourners
going about the Streets. The Hatchment fuf-
pendgd on the Wall, or the Grape ftreaming i
the Air, are filent Intimations; that both Rich
and Poor have been emptying their Houfes, and
replenifhing their Sepulchres. I can fcarce join
in any Converfation, but mention is made of
fome that are given over by the Phyfician, and
hovering on the Confines of Eternity; of others,
that have juft dropt their Clay amidft weeping
Friends, and are gone to appear before the Judge
of all the Earth. There’s not a News-Paper
comes to my Hand; but amidft all it’s enter-
taining Narrations, reads feveral ferious Le@ures
of Mortality.. What elfe are the repeated Ac-
counts—of Age, worn out by flow-confuming
Sicknefles — of Youth, dafhed to Pjeces by
fome fudden Stroke of Cafualty — of Patriots,
exchanging their Seats in the Senate, for a Lodg-
ing in the Tomb—of Mifers, refigning their
Breath, and (O relentlefs Deftiny 1) leaving their
very Riches for others? Even the Vehicles of
our Amufement, are Regifters of the Deceafed ;

6 and
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and the Voice of Fame feldom founds, but in
Concert with a Knell.

TuEesE Monitors croud every Place; not fo
much as the Scenes of our Diverfion excepted.
What are the Decorations of our public Build-
ings, and the moft elegant Furniture of our
Parlours ; but the Imagery of Death, and Tro=
phies of the Tomb? That marble Buft; and

_thofe gilded Pictures ; how folemnly they 7ecog-

nize the Fate of others, and fpeakingly remind us
of our own !—I fee, I hear, and O! I feel
this great Truth, It is interwoven with my
Contftitution. The frequent Decays of the
Stru@ure foretel it’s final Ruin. What are all”
the Pains, that have been darted through my
Limbs ; what every Difeafe, that has affaulted
my Health; but the aedvanced Guards of the
Foe? What are the Languors and Weari-
nefs, that attend the Labours of each revolving
Day ; but the more fecret Praciices of the Ad-
verfary, flowly undermining the earthly Taber-
nacle ?

AmipsT fomany Notices, fhall we go on
thoughtlefs and unconcerned ! Can none of thefe
Prognoftics, which are fure as Oracles, awaken
our Attention, and engage our Circum{pecion ?
Noah, tis written, being warned of G OD, pre-
pared an Ark. Imitate, my Soul, imitate this
excellent Example. Admonifhed by fuch a Cloud

of
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of Witneffes, be continually putting thyfelf in
a Readine(s for the laft Change. 'Let not that
Day, of which thou haft fo many infallible Signs,
come upon thee unawares.—Get the Jvy untwined,
and thy Affections difentangled from this inchant-
ing World ; that thou may'ft be able to quit i,
without Reluftance. Get the dreadful Hand-
writing cancelled, and all thy Sins blotted out ;
that thou may’ft depart in Peace, and have no-
thing to fear at the decifive Tribunal. Get, O !
get thyfelf interefted in  the Redeemer’s Merits,
and transformed into his facred Image ; then,
thalt Thou be meet for the Inheritance of Saints
in Light, and may’ft even defire to be diflolved,
and to be with CHRIsT.

SoMETIMES, in my Evening Walk, I have
heard

— = — The wakeful Bird
Sing darkling, and, in fbadiefi Covert hid,
Tune her nofturnal Note *,

How different the Airs of this charming Song-
fter, from thofe harth and boding OQuteries I
The little Creature ran through all the Varia-
tions of Mufic; and fhewed herfelf Miftrefs of
every Grace, which conftitutes or embellithes Har-
mony.—Sometimes, fhe fwells a manly Throat,

and

* Mivrt. Par. Lo, B. I1I. 1. 38.
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and her Song kindles into Ardor, The Tone is
fo boldy and ftrikes with fuch Energy, youwould
imagine the fprightly Serenader in the very next
Thicket. Anon; the Strain languifbes, and the
mournful Warbler melts into Tendernefs. The
melancholy Notes juft fteal upon the Shades,
and faintly touch your Ear ; or, in foft and fadly-
pleafing Accents, they feem to die along the dif-
tant Vale. Silence is pleafed, 'and Night liftens
to the trilling Tale.

WH AT an Invitation s this, to {lip away from
the thronged City! This coy and modeft Min-
ftrel, entertains only the LZovers of Retirement,
Thofe, who are caroufing over their Bowls, or
ranting at the riotous Club, lofe this Feaft of
Harmony.—In like manner, the Pleafures of Re-
ligion, and the Joy of Reconéiliation with Gob;
the Satisfactions arifing, from an eftablifhed Inte-
reftin Crr1sT, and from the Profpect of a blifsful -
Immortality ; thefe are all loft to the Mind, that
is ever i the Croud; and dares not, or delights
not, ta retire into itfelf.—Are we charmed with
the Nightingale’s Song ? Do we wifh to have it
nearer, and hear it oftener? Let us feek a re-~
newed Heart, and a refigned Will; a Con-
{fcience that whifpers Peace, and Paffions that
are tuned by Grace. Then, fhall we never want
a Melody in our own Breafts, far more mufically
' Pleafing, than fweet Philomela’s fweeteft Strains.
VOL. I B e As
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As different as the Voices of thefe Birds, are
the Circumflances of thofe few Perfons, who
continue awake.—Some are fquandering, Pearls
fhall I fay, or Kingdoms? No; but whatis un-
fpeakably more precious, Time. Squandering
this ineftimable Talent, with the moft {enfelefs
and wanton Prodigality. Not content with al-
lowing a few fpare Minutes, for the, Purpofe of
neceflary Recreation; they lavith many Hours,
devote whole Nights; to that idle Diverfion of
fhufling, ranging, and detachinga Set of painted
Pafteboards. — Others, inftead of this bufy
Trifling, a& the Part of their own Tormentors.
They even piquet themfelves *, and call it
Amufement; they are torn by wild Horfes, yet
term it a Sport. What elfe is the Gamefler’s
Practice ? His Mind is ftretched on the Tenter-
Hooks of anxious Sufpence, and agitated by the
fierceft Extremes of Hope and Fear? While the
Dice are:rattling, his Heart is throbbing 5 his
Fortune is tottering ; and; poflibly, at the very
next Throw, the one finks in the Gulf of
Ruin, the other is hurried into the Rage of Dif-
traction,

SomE, fnatched from the Bloom of Health,
and the Lap of Plenty, are confined to the Cham-
ber of Sicknefs, Where they are conftrained,

either

* Alluding to a véry painful Punifhment, inflied
on Delinquents among the Soldiery.
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either to plunge into the everlafting World,
in an unprepared Condition ; or elfe (fad Alter-
native |) to think over all the Follies of a heed-
lefs Life; and all the Bitternefs of approaching
Death. The Difeafe rages; it baffles the
Force of Medicine; and urges the relu&ant
Wretch, to the Brink of the Precipice. While
Furies roufe the Confcience, and point at the
bottomlefs Pit below.—Perhaps, his drosping M-
ther, deprived long ago of the Hufband of her
Bofom, and bereft of all her other Offspring ;
is, even now, receiving the Blow which con-
fummates her Calamities *, In vain, fhe tries

to

* This brings to my Mind "one of the deepeft
Mourning-Pieces, extant  in the Produions of the
Pen. The facred Hiftorian paints it, in all the
Simplicity of Stile, yet with all the Strength of
Colouring—When TESUS came 2igh to the Gate of
tbe City, bebold ! there was o dead My carried out, the
only Son of bis Mother, and fbe awas a Widow.—What
a Gradation is here! How pathetically beautifu] !
every frefh Circumﬂance,' widens the Wound ; ag-
gravates the Calamity ; till the Defeription is work-
ed up into the moft finifhed Picture of exquifite and
inconfolable Diftrefs.—He was a young Man : cut off
in the Flower of Life, amidft a thoufund gay Ex-
petations, and {miling Hopes. A Son; “an only
Son; the affli®ed Mother’s All.  So that none re.
mained  t0 preferve the Name, or perpetuaté the
Family, What sendered the Cafe fil! more de-
Plorable, Ske avas & Widpay - left intirely defolate ;
abandoned o her Woes; without any to fhare her

2 Sorrows,
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to affwage the Sorrows of a beloved Son ; ‘in
vain, fhe attempts, with her tender Offices, to
prolong’ a Life, dearer than herown. ‘He faints
in ‘her Arms; he bows his ‘Head ; he finks in
Peath. - Fatal, doubly fatal, that laft expiring
Pang? While it diflodges the unwilling Soul, it
rends an anly Child, from the yearning Embraces
of ‘a Parent; and tears away the Support of ‘her
Age, from a difconfolate Widow:. ;
WwiLe Thofe long for a Reprieve; Others
invite the Stroke. Quite weary of the World,
with a reftlefs Impatience, they figh' for Diflo-
lution. Some, pining away under the tedious
Decays of an incurable Confumptions or galping
for Breath, and almoft fuffocated, by an Inun-
dation of dropfical Waters. On fome, a re-
lentlefs Cancer has faftened it’s envenomed Teeth s
and is gnawing them, though in the midft of
bodily Vigour, in the midft of pitying Friends,
gradually to Death. Others are on a Rack of
Agonies, by convulfive Fits of the Stone. 0!
how the Pain writhes their Limbs ; how the
Sweat bedews their Fleth ; and their Eye-balls
ivild]y roll! Methinks, the Night condoles with
thefe her diftreffed Children; and fheds dewy
Tears,

Sorrows, or to comfort her under the irreparable
Lofs.—Is not this a fine Sketch of the Impaffioned
and Pi&urefue # Who can confider the Narrative,

with-any Attention; and not feel his Heart pene-
trated, with a tender Commiferation ? Luke vii. 12.
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Tears, over their forrowful Abodes.—But of all
Mortals, Zhey, are the moft exquifitely mifer-
able, who groan beneath the Preflure of a me-
lancholy Mind'; or fmart under the Lafhes of a
refentful Confcience.  Though robed in Ermine;
or covered with -Jewels; the State of a Slave
chained to the Gallies, or of an Exile condemned
-to the Mines, is a perfe&. Paradife compared with
theirs.
O ! that the Pataries of Mirth ; whole Lifeis
a continued Round of Merriment and Whim ;
would beftow one- ferious Refleétion, on this
Variety of human Waes! It- might teach them
to be lefs enamoured, with the few languid
Sweets ; that are thinly fcattered through this
Valeof Tears, and invironed with fuch a Multi-
tude of ragged Thorns. It might teach them,
no longer to dance away their Years, with a gid-
dy rambling Impulfe 5 but to afpire, with a deter-
mined Aim, after thofe happy Regions, where
Delights, abundant and unembittered, flow.
Can there be Circumftances, which a Man
of Wifdom would more earneftly deprecate, than
thefe feveral Inftances of grievous Tribulation ?
" There are; and, what is very aftonithing, they
are frequently the Defire and the Choice of Thofe,
who fanfy themfelves the fole Heirs of Happi-
nefs. Thofe I mean, who are launching out
into the Depths of Extravagance, and running
F 3 exceffive
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exceflive Lengths of Riot : who are proftituting
their Reputation, and facrificing their Peace, to
the Gratification of their Lufts; fapping the
Foundation of their Health, in Debaucheries;
or thipwrecking the Interefts of their Families,
in their Bowls. And, what is worfe, are for-
feiting the Joys of an eternal Heaven, for the
Jordid Satisfaltions of the Beaft; for the #ranfi-
#ory Senfations of an Hour. -—Ye Slaves of Appe-
tite, how far am I from envymg your grofs Sen-
fualities, and voluptuous Revels! Little, ah! lit-
tle are you fenfible ; that, while Indulgence thow-
ers her Rofes, and Luxury diffufes her Odours ;
they fcatter Poifons alfo, and fhed unheeded Bane *.
Evils, incomparably more ‘malignant, than the
‘Wormwood and Gall of the fharpeft AfiGion.
—Since Death is in  the Drunkard’s Cup; and
worfe than Poinards in the "Harlot’s Embrace 3
may it ever be the Privilege'of the Man whom
I'love, to go thhout hxs Share of thefe pg/hlent
Sweets 1 -~

A BU N~-

* Yes; in the Flow'rs that rwreal/:e the /j’arUmg
Bowl,

Fell Adders bifs, and pois’ nous Serpenl: ro//

+ Quam ﬁmrue eft ﬁawztattbu: iftis carere! Was
St. Augufiine’s pious Exclamation. . The Subftance
of which Mr. Pope has exprefled, thh more Sxm-
phcxty, and with no lefs Dignity. :

Caunt a// 78 /!a’fvantage profp’rous Vice attains,
*Tis but what Virtue flies from, and difdains,
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AsuNDANCE of living Sparks glitter in the
Lanes, and twinkle under the Hedges. I fuppofe,
thev are the Glw-worms; which have lighted
their lictle Lamps, and obtained Leave, through
the Abfence of the Sun, to play a feeble Beam.
A faint Glimmer, juft ferves to render them per-
ceivable ; without tending at all to diffipate the
Shades, or making any Amends for the departed
Day.—Should fome weather-beaten Traveler,
dropping with Wet, and fhivering with Cold,
hover round this Aimicry of Fire; in order to
dry his Garments, and warm his benumbed
Limbs. Should fome bewildered Traveler;
groping for his Way, in a ftarlefs Night and
tracklefs Defart ; take one of thefe languid Ta-
pers, as a Light to his Feet, and a Lantern to
his Paths. How certainly would both the one,
and the other, be fruftrated of their Expe&ta-
tion '—And are They more likely to fucceed,
who, negle&ing that fovereign Balm, whichdif-
tilled from the Crofs ; apply any carnal Diver-
fion, to heal the Anxiety of the Mind? Who,
deaf to the infallible Decifions of Revelatlon ; re-
fign themfelves over to the erroneous Conjeclures

of Reafon, in order to find the Way that leadeth
unto Life? Or laftly, who have Recourfe to the
Froth of this vain World, for a fatisfa&tory Por-
tion, and afubftantial Happinefs? Their Conduct
Fg is
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is in no Degree wifer; their Difappointment
egually fure ; and their Mifcarriage infinitely more
difaftrous. To fpeak in the delicate Language
of a facred Writer, ¢¢ they fow the Wind, and
¢s' will reap the Whirlwind *.”

Tio fpeak more plainly ; the Pleafures of the
World, which we are 4/ {o prone to dote upon ;
and: the Powers: of fallen Reafon, which Some
are-fo apt to idolize 1 5 are not- only. vain, but
treacherous... ‘Not.. only .a painted Flame, like
thefe fparkling Animals ; but much like thofe unc-
tuous Exhalations, which arife from the marthy

Ground,.

* Hof, viii. 7.

+ I hope it will be obferved, That I am far
from decrying that noble Faculty’ of Reafon, when
exerted in her proper Sphere; when aling in a de-
ferential Subordination to the revealed Will of Hea-
ven. While She exercifes her Powers, within thefe
appointed Limits, She is unfpeakably ferviceable;
and cannot be too indultricunfly coltivated.—But,
when fhe fets up herfelf in' proud: ContradifiinGion to
the facred Oracles; when, all-arrogant and felf-fuf-
ficient, She fays to the Word of Scripture, Z hawveno
Need of Thee : She is then, I muft be bold to main-
tain, not only a Glow-worm, but an Zgnis fatuus ;
not only a Bubble, but aSnare.

May not this Remark, with:the ftrieft Propriety ;
and without the leaft Limitation; be applied to
the Generality " of our modern Romances, Novels,
and theatrical Entertainments ? Thefe are com-
monly calculated, to inflame a wanton Fancy.
Or, if condu@ed with fo much Modefty, as not to

debauch
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Ground, and often dance before the Eyes of the
benighted Way- faring Man. Kindled intoa fort

_of Fire, they perfonate a Guide, and feem to

offer their Service: biit, blazing with deinfive
Light, miflead their Follower into hidden Pits,
headlong P;écip‘ices, and unfathomable Gulfs,
Wihere, far from his beloved Friends, far from
all Hopés of Succour, the unhappy Wanderer is
fwallowed up, and loft.

. Now longago, we obferved a very furprifing .
Appearance in the Weftern Sky. A prodigious
Star took it’s Aaming Route thro’ thofe Coafts ;
and trailed, as it pafled, a tremendous Length of
Fire, almoft over half the Heavens. Some, I
imagine, viewed the portentous Stranger, with
much the fame anxious Amazement; as Bel-
Jhazzar beheld the Hand -writing upon the Wall.
Some looked upon it as a bledy * Flagy hung
out by Divine Refentment, over a auilty World.
Some read, init’s glaring Vifage, the Fate of Na-

tions,
debauch the Affe@ions; they pervert the Judgment,
and bewilder the Tafte. By their incredible Ad-
ventures ; their extravagant Parade of Gallantry;
and their- Characters, widely differest from Truth
and Nature ; they infpire foolifh Conceits: beget
idle Expeations: introduce a Difguft of genuine

Hiftory; ‘and indifpofe their Admirers, to acquielce
in the decent Civilities, or to relith the fober Satif-
faftions, of common Life.

* — Liquida fi quando notte comeie
Sanguinei lugubre rubent — Vira.
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tions, and the Fall of Kingdoms*. To others,
it fhook, or feemed to fhake, Peflilence and War
from it’s horrid Hair.—For my Part; 1am not
fo fuperflitious as to regard, what cvery Aftro-
loger has to prognofticate ; upon the Acceffion
of a Comet, or the Proje&tion of it’s huge wapoury
Train. Nothing can be more precarious and un-
juftifiable, than to draw fuch Conclufions from
fuch Events : Since they neither are preternatural
Effecs, nor do they throw the Frame of Things
into any Diforder. I would rather adore that om-
nipotent Being, who rolled thofe ftupendous Orbs
from his creating Hand ; and leads them, by his
providential Eye, through unmeafurable Tralts of
ZEther. Who bids them, now, approach the Sun,
and glow with unfufferable Ardors t ; now, re-
treat to the utmoft Bounds of our Planetary Syf-
tem, and make their Entry among other Worlds.
THEY are harmlefs Vifitants. 1T acquit them
from the Charge of caufing, or being acceflary to,
defolating Plagues. Would to G o b, there were
no

® — — Crinemque timend;

Sideris, & terris mutantem regna comelen.
. Lucan.

+ ¢ The Comet in the Year 1680, .according to
Sir Ifaac Newton's Computation, was, in it’s
neareft Approach, above 166 Times nearer the
Sun than the Earth is. Confequently, it’s Heat
“ was then 28000 Times greater than that of Sum-
“ mer, So that a Ball of Iron as big as the Earth,
heated by it, would hardly become cool in 50000
“ Years.”  Deru. 4fir. Theol. p- 237. :

a n on
a o
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no other more formidable Indications, of approach-
ing Fudgments, or impending Ruin! But, alafs!
when Vice becomes predominant, and Irreligion
almoft epidemical : when the Sabbaths of a jea-
lous Gop, are notorioufly profaned ; and that
< Name, which is great, wonderful, and holy,”
is proftituted to the meaneft, orabufed to the moft
execrable Purpofes : when the Worfhip of our
great Creator and Preferver is banifhed, from
many of the moft confpicuous Families; and it is
deemed a Piece of rude Impertinence, fo much as
to mention the gracious Redeemer, in our genteel
Interviews : when it pafles for an- elegant Free-
dom of Behaviour, to ridicule the Myfieries of
Chriftianity ; and a Species of refined Converfa-
tion, to taint the Air with lafcivious Hints : when
thofe, who fit in the Scorner’s Chair, fin with a
high Hand ; and many of thofe, who wear the
Profeffor’s Garb, are deflitute of the Power, and
content themfelves with the mere Form of God-
linefs: when fuch is the State of a Community,
there is Reafon, too apparent Reafon, to be hor-
ribly afraid.  Such Phenomena, abounding in the
moral World, are not fanfiful, but real Omens.
Will not an injured Gop ¢ be avenged on fuch
¢¢ 2 Nation as this #” Will he not be provoked, to
¢ fweep it with the Befom of Deftruction *”
o1

® J/a. xiv, 23. The Eternal Sovereign, fpeaking
of Babylon, denounces this Threatening, I will fweep
$ : it
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O! TrAT the Inhabitants of Great-Britain
would lay thefe alarming Confiderations to Heart !
The L orp of Hofts has commanded the Sword
of civil Diftord, to return into it’s Sheath, = But
have we returned, every.one from his cvil #¥ays 2
Are we become a renewed People ; ‘devoted to a
dying Saviour ; and zealous of good Works ?—
What mean thofe Peals of Sobs, which burfts
from the expiring Cattle 2 What mean thofe me-
lancholy Moans, where the lufty. Droves were
wont to low *? What mean thofe Arrows of un-
timely Death, difcharged on our innocent and
ufeful Animals?

No Wantonnefs or-Sloth, hag vitiated the Blood
of thefe laborious, temperate Creatures. They have
contracted noDifeale, from unfeafonable Indulgen-
cies, and inordinate Revelings. The pure Stream
is their Drink ; the fimple Herb their Repaft. Nei-
ther Care difturbs their Slecp, nor Paflion inflames
their Breaft,. Whence then are they vifited with
e fuch

it aith the Befom of Deflruftion.—What a noble but
dreadful Image, is here ! How firongly and awfully
pourtrayed ! How pregnant alfo in it's Signification !
Intimating the @i/ Nature, and exprefling the zotal
Extirpation, of this wicked People ; atthefame Time,
fuggefting the perfei? Eafe, with which the righteous
Gop would execate his intended Vengeance.

* If thefe Papers fhould be {o happy as to out-live
their Author ; perhaps, it may be needful to inform
Pofterity, that the above-menticred Hints, allude to
a moft terrible, cantagious, and mortal Diffemper;
raging among the borued Cattle, in various Parts of
the Kingdom.
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{uch terrible Diforders, as no Prudence can pre-
vent, nor any Medicines heal ?—Surely, thefe Ca-
lamities are the Weapons of Divine Difpleafure,
and manifeft Chaftifements of an evil Gene-
ration *. Surely Gop, the “«Gob to whom
<« Vengeance belongeth,” has ftill a Controverfy
with our finful Land. And who can tell, where
the Vifitation will end? What a Storm may fol-
low thefe prelufive Drops,i—QO ! that we may
<¢ hear the Rod, and who hath appointed it ”
Taught by thefe penal Effects of our Difobedi-
ence, may we remove.the accurfed Thing +5 from
our Tents; our Pra&ices; our Hearts | May
we turn from all Ungodlinefs, before Wrath
come upon us to the uttermoft ; before Iniquity
prove our Ruin! .

SoOMETIMES, ‘at this Hour, another moft
remarkable Sight amufes the Curious, and alarms
the Vulgar. A Blaze of lambent Meteors is
kindled, or fome very extraordinary Lights are
refradted, in the Quarters of the North.—The
Streams of Radiance, like Regions rufhing to
the Engagement, meet and mingle; info-
much, that the Air (eems to be all conflicting

Fire. Within a while they ftart from one an-

> other 3

* ‘Hinc letis wituli vnlgo moriuntur in berbis,
Et dulces animas plena ad preafepia veddunt.
Balatu bing pecorum, £5 crebris mugitibus amnes,
Arentefque jmant 1ipe, collefque fupini. VirG.
+ Jofh. vi. 18. :
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other§ and, like Legions in precipitate Flight;
fweep, each a feparate Way, through the Firma-
ment. Now, they are quiefcent ; anon, they are
thrown into a.quivering Motion ; prefently, the
whole Horizon is illuminated with the glancing
Flames. Sometimes, with an Afpe& awfully lu-
dicrous, they reprefent extravagant and antic Va-
garies. At other Times, you would fufpeét, that
fome invifible Hand was playing off the dumb -
tillery of the Skies; and, by a ftrange Expedient,
giving us the Flath, without the Roar.

Tre Villagers gaze at the Spetacle, firft
with Wonder, then with Horror. A general
Panic feizes the Country. Every Heart throbs;
and every Face is pale. The Crouds that flock:
together, inftead of diminithing, increafe the
Dread. They catch Contagion, from each other’s

Looks and Words ; while Fear is in every Eye,.

and every Tongue fpeaks the Language of Ter.
Yor. Some fee bideous Shapes; Armies mixing inf
fierce Encounter, or Fields fwimming with Blood,
Some forefee direful Events ; States overthrown;
or mighty Monarchs tottering on their Thrones,
Others, fcared with fill more frightful Appre-
henfions, think of nothing bat the Day of Do,
‘¢ Sure, fays one, the unalterablé Hour i1s ftruck;
¢ and the End of all Things come.—See, re-
*“ plies another, how the blafied Stars look wan !
¢ Are not thefe the Signs of the Son of Man,
‘¢ coming in the Clouds of Heaven !—JEsus

5 ; ¢ prepare
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«c prepare us (cries 2 Third, and lifts his Eyes
< in Devotion) for the Archangel’s Trump, and

¢¢ the great Tribunal I”
1r this waving Brightnefs, which plays inno-
cently over our Heads, be fo amazing to Multi-
tudes; what inexpreflible Confternation muft
overwhelm unthinking Mortals, when the general
Conflagration commences ! The Day, the dread-
ful Day, is approaching; ¢ In the which the
¢ Heauens fball pafs away with a great Noife *,
< and

* 5 Per. iii. 10. I have often thought this Verfe
an eminent Inftance of that Kind of beautiful Write-
ing, in which the very Sound bears a Sort of Sigaifi-
cancy; at leaft, carries an exatt Correfpondence with:
the Senfe. The original Expreffion—zaésdor—is one
of the hoarfeft and deepeft Words in Language. No-
thing could be more exquifitely adapted to affett the
Ear, as well as imprefs the IFmagination, with the
Wreck of Nature, and the Crafh of a falling Werld
—1 fearce ever read this Claafe, but it brings tc my
Mind that admired Defcription in MiLToON 3

— — On a {udden open fly,

With impetuous Recoil, and jarring Sound,

Th’ infernal Doors, and on their Hinges grase
Harfb Thunder.— — Book II. 1. 87g.

It is a pleafing Employ, and a very laudable Office
of true Criticiim, to point out thefe inferior Recom-
mendations of the Sacred Claffics. Though, I believe,
the infpired Writers themfelves, amidft all the Eleva-
tian and Maguificence of their Divine Ideas, difdained
afcrupulous Attention to fuch Jisrle Niceties of Stile.
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< and the Elements fball melt with fervint Heat ;
€< the Earth alfs, and all the Works that are
<€ therein,  fhall be burnt up.’””  That mighty
Hand, which once opened the Windows from
on High, and broke up the Fountains of the
great Deep, will then unlock all the Magazines
of Fire, and pour a Second Deluge upon the
Earth. The vengeful Flames, kindled by the
Breath of the Almighty, fpread themfelves from
the Centre to the Circumference. Nothing can
withftand their Impetuofity ; nothing can efcape
their Rage. Univerfal Defolation attends their
Progrefs. Nagnificent Palaces, and folemn Tem-
ples, are laid in Afhes. Spacious Cities, and
impregnable Towers, are mingledin one fmoking
Mafs. Not only the Produétions of buman Art,
but the Works of Almighty Power, are Fuel for
the devouring Element. The everlafting Moun-
tains melt, like the Snows which cover their
Summit. Even vaft Oceans, ferve only to aug-
ment the inconceivable Rapidity and Fury of
the Blaze.—O ! how fthall I, or others, ftand
undifmayed amidft the Glare of a burning
World ; unlefs the Lorbp JEHOvVvAH be our
Defence?. How fhall we be upheld in Secu-
rity, when the Globe itfelf is finking in a
fiery Ruin ; unlefs the Rock of Ages be our
Support ?

6 BeHoLD!
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BeuorLp! a new SpeGacle of Wonder!
The Moon is making her Entry on the eaftern Sky.
See herrifing in clouded Majefty !' Opening, asit
were, and afferting her original Commifiion, to
rule over the Night.. All grand and ftately, but
{fomewhat f{ullied is her Afpe&. However, fhe
brightens, as the advances; and grows clearer, as
ihe climbs higher. Till, atlength, her Silver lofes
all it’s Drofs ; fhe unveils her peerlefs Light; and
becomes ¢ the Beauty of Heaven, the Glory of the
¢¢ Stars ¥ ;”: delighting every Eye, -and cheating
the whole World, with the Brightnefs of her Ap-
pearance, and the Softnefs of her Splendors.—O !
thou Queen of the Shades ! may it be my Ambiti-
on, to follow thisthy inftructive Example! While
others are fond to tranfcribe the Fafhions of little
Courts, and to mimic Perfonages of inferior State ;
be it mine, to imitate thy improving Purity ! May
my Conduét become more unblemifhed, and my
Temper morerefined 5 as I proceed fartherand far~
ther, in my probationary Courfe | May every for-
did Defire wear away, and every irregular Appetite
be gradually loft ; as I.make nearer: Approaches,
to the celeftial Manfions I——Will: not this be a
comfortable Evidence, ‘that I too fhall fhine, in
my adored Redeemer’s Kiingdom?  Shine, with a
zicher Luftre, than that which radiates from thy

vV OL, 1I. G re-

* Ecclus xliii. 9. S
Lucidum caeli decus. Hor.
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refplendent Orb: fhine, with an unfading Luftre,
when every Ray, that beams from thy beauteous
Sphere, is totally extinguifhed ?

Tue Day afforded us a Variety of entertain-
ing Sights, Thefe were all withdrawn, at the
Acceffion of Darknefs. The Stars, kindly officious;
immediately lent us their Aid. This ferved to alle-
wiate the Frown of Night; rather than to recover
the Objeds from their Oblcurity. A faint Ray,
fearcely reflected, and not from the intire Surface
of Things, gave the ftraining Eyeavery imperfect
Glimpfe ; fuch as rather mocked, than fatisfied Vi-
fion.—Now the Moon is rifen, and has colleGed:
all her Beams, theVeil is taken off from the Coun-
tenanceof Nature. Ifee the recumbent Flocks; I
fee the green Hedge-Rows, though without the
feathered Chorifters, hopping from Spray to Spray.
In fhort, I fee once again the World’s great Pic-
ture ¢ not indeed in it’s late lively Colours, but
more delicately fhaded, and arrayed in fofter Charms *.

WHAT a majeflic Scene is here ! Incom-
parably grand, and exquifitely fine I — The:
Moon, like an immenfe cryftal Lamp, pendent
in the magnificent Cicling of the Heavens. The
Stars, like fo many Thoufands of golden Tapers,.
fixed in their azure Socksts. All pouring their

Luftre

# — — Now reigns
Full orb’d the Moon, and with more pleafing Light
Shadowy fets off the Face of Things.— Mivt,
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Luftre on fpacious Cities, and lofty Mountains 3
glittering on the Ocean ; gleaming on the Foreft ;
and opening a Profpe&, wide as the Eye can
glance, more various than Fancy can paint *.—
We are forward to admire the Performances of
human Art. A Landfcape, elegantly defigned,
and executed with a mafterly Hand ; a Piece of
Statuary; which feems, amidft all the Recom-
mendations of exa& Proportion, and grateful At-
titude, to foften into Fleth, and almoft breathe
with Life ; thefe little Zmitatiotis of Nature, we
behold with a pleafing Surprife.  And fhall we be
e : G 2 lefs

* As awhen the Moon, refulgent Lamp of Night,
O’er Heav'n’s clenr Azure Jpreads }{er Jfacred Lig/zl‘ 3
Weben not a Breath diffurbs the deep Serene,

And not a Cloud o’ercafls the folemn Scene :
Around ber Throne the wivid Planets 7oll,

And Stars unnumber'd gild the glowing Pole;
O’cr the dark Trees a yellower Verdure fbed,

And tip awith Silver ev’ry Mountain's Head ;
Then fhine the Vales ; the Rocks in Profpedd rife 3
A Flood of Glory burfts from all the Skies ;

Tbe confeious Swwains, Fejoicing in the Sight,

Bye the blne Vault, and blefs the ufeful Light.
Iliad VIIL.

T tranfcribe thefe Lines, becdufe Mr. Pope fays, they
exhibit, in the Original, the fineft Night-Piece in
Poetry. And, if they are fo beautifal in Homers
Language ; who can fufpe& their fuffering any Dif-
?dvamage, from the Pen of his admirable Tranft
@tor ¢
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lefsaffeced, lefs delighted, with the inexpref-
fibly noble, and completely finithed Original !
~_The ample Dimenfions of Ranelagh’s:Dome 3
the: gay -Hluminations of Vaux-Hull Groyes 1
{hould {corn to mention on fuch an QOccafion,
were they not the Objeéts of general Admiration.
Shall we be charmed with thofe puny Effays of fi-
nite Ingenuity 3 and touched with no “Tranfport,
at this ftupendous Difplay of Omnipotent Skill ?
At the auguft Grandeur, and fhining Statelinefs,
of the Firmament ? which forms an Alcove for
ten thoufand Worlds, and is ornamented with
Myriads of everlafting Luminaries.—Surely, this
muft betray, not only a total Want of Religion ;
but the moft abject Littlenefs of Mind, and the
utmoft Poverty of Genius.

T u & Moon, is not barely ¢ an Orunament in
¢t the high Places of the Lorp ¥ 3 but of fignal
Service to the Inhabitants of the Earth.—How

uncomfortable is deep, pitchy, total Darknefs !
Efpecially, in the long Abfence of the Winter’s
Sun.  Welcome therefore, thrice welcome, this
aufpicious Gift of Providence ; to enliven the
noéturnal Gloom, and line with Silver the ra-
ven-coloured Mantle of Night. — How de-
firable to have our Summer-Evenings llumi-
11 That. we may be able to tread the dewy
and breathe the delicious Fragrance of

our

# Tcclus xlil. 9.
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our Gardens ;- efpecially, when the fultry Heats
render it irk{ome and fatiguing,. to walk abroad
by Day.—How chearing to.the Shepherd, the
Ufe of this univerfal Lantern ; as He tends his
fleccy Charge,, “or late configns them to their hurd::.
led Cots | How comfortable and how advantage-
ous-to the Mariner, as he ploughs the Midnight
Main 5 to adjuft the Tackling, to explore. his
Way, and, under the Influence of this beaming
Sconce, to avoid theifatal Rock |—For thefe, and
other beneficial Purpofes, the Hand of the A -
M1GHTY has hung the fately Branch on ‘high ;
and filled it with a 8plendor, not confined ‘to a
fingle Edifice, or commenfurate to a particular
Square, but diffufive as the whole Extent of the

Hemifphere. ,
TuE moft faithful of our inferior Seryants,
are fometimes tardy in their Office ; fometimes
negligent of their Duty. Butithis celeftial At-
tendant is moft exac?ly puniiual, at all the flated
Periods of her Miniftration. If we choofe to
prolong our Journey, after the Sun is gone
down ; the Moon, during her whole Zncreafs,
is always ready to" a& ‘in'the Capacity of a
Guide. If we are inclined to fet out very early
in the Morning ; the Moon, in her Decreafs
prevents the Dawn, on purpofe, to offer her Aflift-
ance. And, becaufe itis fo pleafant a Thing, for
the Eyes to behold the Light; the Moon, at
her Full, by a Courfe of unintermitted Waic-
: G 3 ing,
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ing, gives us, as it were, a double Day.—How
apparently has the Divine Wifdom interefted it-
felf, in providing even for the pleafurable. Accom-
modation of Man ! How defirous, that He fhould
want no Piece of commodious Furniture; no
Kind of delightful Convenience! And, in Pro-
fecution of thefe benevolent Intentions, has an-
nexed fo valuable an Appendage to the terreftrial
Globe.—Juftly, therefore, does the Pfalmift cele-
brate that admirable Conftitution, which ordained
1he Moon and the Stars to govern the Night, as an
Inftance of rich Goodnefs and of Mercy which en-
dureth for ever *. ; :

Tue Moon, it is confeffed, is zo luminous
Body. All the Brightnefs, which beautifies her
Countenance, is originally in the Sun, and no
more than tran(miffively in her. That glorious
Orb is the Parent of Day, and the Palace of:
Light. From thence, the Morning-Star gilds
her Horn't; from thence, the Planctary Circles

are

* Pfal. cxxxvi. g.

+ I might, to juflify this Expreflion, obferve, that
the Planet Venus, commonly called the Morning-Star,
is found, by our Telefcopes, frequently to appear
borned ;' or to have a Crefeent of Light, fomewhat like
the Moon, a little before or after her Conjunétion.
But this would be a Remark, too deep and refined for
my Scheme ; which proceeds only upon a fuperficial
Knowledge, and the moft obwious Appearances, of
Nature. ' : : e
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are crowned with Luftre ; and from thence, the
Moon derives all her filver Radiance.—1It is plea-
fing to refle@, that fuch is the Cale with the
all-fufficient Redeemer, and his dependent People.
We are replenithed from his Fulnefs. What do
we poflefs, which we have not received; and
what can we defire, which we may not expect;
from that never-failing Source of all Good ? He
is the Author of our Faith, and the Former of
our Graces. In his unfpotted Life, we fee the
Path ; in his meritorious Death, the Price; and
in his triumphant Refurre&ion, the Proof of
Blifs and Immortality. If we offend, and fall
Seven times a Day; He is the LorDp our
Peace *. If we are depraved, and our beft Deeds
very unworthy; He is the LoRr D our Righteou/-
nefs +.  If we are blind, and even brutifh, in hea-
venly Knowledge ; he is the Lorp our 77ifdom §
his Word difpels the Shades; his Spirit fcatters
the intellectual Gloom ; his Eye looks our Dark-
nefs into Day. In fhort, we are nothing, and
¢ Cumast is all.” Worfe than defe&ive in our-
felves, < we are complete in Him.” So thatif we
thine, it is with delegated Rays, and with bor-
rowed Light. - We a& by a Strength, and glory
in Merits, not our own!—O'! may we be tho-
roughly fenfible of our Dependence on the Sa-
viour ! May we conftantly imbibe his propitious

G 4 ~ Beams;

# Judg. vi. 24. & Jer. xxiii, 6. 1 1 Cor. . 30,
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Beams ; and never, by indulging Unbelief, or
backfliding into Folly, withdraw ouar Souls from
his benign Influences ! Left we lofe our Comfort,
and our Holinefs; as the fair Ruler of the Night
Tofes her Splendor, when her Urn is turned from
i’s Fountain ¥, and receives no more Commu-
nications of folar Effulgence.:

Tue Moon ‘s ‘inceffantly warying, eitherin
her ‘Afpect,- or' her Stages.—Sometimes,- fhe
looks full upon us; and her Vifage is all-Luftre.
Sometimes; fhe appears in Profile, and fhews us
only Half her enlightened Face.  Anon,a radiant
Crefcent but juft adorns: her Brow. Soon, it
dwindles into a flender Streak. —<Till; - at-length,
all her Beauty vanifhes, and fhe becomesa beamn-
lefs Orb.—Sometimes, the rifes with the defcending
Day; and begins her Proceflion, amidft admiring
Multitudes. ~ Ere long, fhe defers her Progrefs till
the midnight Watches ; and {teals unoblerved, upon
the fleeping World.—Sometimes, fhe juft enters
the Edges of the Weftern Horizon, and drops us a
ceremonious Vifit. . Within a while, fhe fets out
on her nightly Tour, from the oppofite:Regions
of the Eaft; traverfes the whole Hemifphere 5 and
never offers to withdraw, till.the -more refulgent
Partner of her Sway. renders her Prefence unne-

ceflary.

& Alluding to thofetruly poetical Lines in Mi/tor,

Hither, as to their Fountain, other Stars
Repairing, in their golden Urns draaw Light.
Par. Loft, B, VIL, 1. 364.
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ceffary.—Ina Word ; fhe is, while converfant
among us, ftill-waxing or waning, and ¢ never

< continueth in one Stay.” :
SucH is the Moon; and fuch are all fublu-
nary Things 3 ~expofed” to perpetual  Viciflicudes.
~_How often, and how foon, have, the faint
Tchoes of Renswn {lept in Silence; or been con-
verted into the Clamours of Obloquy ! T'he fame
Lips, almoft with the fame Breath, cry Hofannay
and Crucify.—Have not Reches confefled their no-.
torious Treachery, a Thoufand and 'a Thoufand
Times ! Bither melting ‘away, like Snow in our
Hands, by infenfible -Degrees-or efcaping, like
a wingcd Prifoner from it’s Cage, with a preci-
pitate Flight.—Have we not known the Bride-
groom’s Clofet, an Antechamber to the Tomd; and
heard the Voice, which fo lately pronounced the
fparkling Pair Hufband and” Wife, proclaim- an
everlafting Divorce ; and feal the Decree with
that folemn Affeveration, < Afhes to Afhes, Duft
¢ to Dufti”?—Our Friends, though the Medicine
of Life ; our Hzalth, though the Balm of Nature;
are a moft precarious Poffeffion. Eow foon may
the firft become a Corpfe in our Arms; and how
eafily is the laft deftroyed in_it’s Vigour I—You
have feen, no doubt, a Set of pretty painted Birds,
perching on your Trees, or fporting in your
Meadows. You was pleafed with the lovely Vi-
fitants, that brought Beauty on their Wings, and
Me-
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Me]odyiin their Throats. But could you infure
the Continuance of this agreeable Entertainment ?
No, truly. At the leaft difturbing Noife, at the
leaft terrifying Appearance, they ftart from their
Seats ; they mount the Skies; and are gone in
an Inftant, are gone for ever. Would you choofe
to have a Happinefs, which bears Date with
their Arrival, and expires at their Departure ?
If you could not be content with a_Portion, en-
Joyable only through fuch a fortaitous Term, not
of Years, but of Moments, O! take up with no-
thing carthly ; fet your AffeGions on Things
above; there alone is ¢¢ no Variablenefs or Sha-
¢ dow of turning.” :

FOB, is not a more illuftrious Pattern of Pa-
tience, than an eminent ;Exemplification of this
Remark,—View him in his private Effate. He
heaps up Silver as the Duft ; he wathes his Steps
in Butter, and the Rock pours him out Rivers
of Oil.—View him in his public Charasier.
Princes revere his Dignity ; the Aged liften to
his Wifdom ; every Eye beholds him with De-
light; every Tongue loads him with Bleffings.
—View him in his domeflic Circumflances. On one
hand, he is defended by a Troop of Sons ; on the
other, adorned with a Train of Daughters ; and
on all Sides, furrounded by * a very great Houfe-
¢ hold.”—Never was human Felicity fo confum-
mate ; never was @i/aflrous Revolution fo fudden.
3 5 : The
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The Lightning, which confumed his Cattle, was
not more terrible, and fcarce more inftantaneous.
The joyful Parent is bereft of his Offspring, and
his ¢ Children are buried in Death.” The Man
of Affluence is ftript of his Abundance; and he,
who was cloathed in Scarlet, embraces the Dung-
hil. The venerable Patriarch is the Derifion of
Scoundrels; and the late Darling of an indul-
gent Providence, is become ¢¢ a Brother to Dra-
< gons, a Companion of Owls.”—Nor need
we go back to former Ages, for Proofs of this
afli@ing Truth. In our Times; in all Times;
the Wheel continues the fame inceflant Whirl.
And frequently thofe, who are triumphing, To-
day, in the higheft Elcvations of Joy ; “T'o-morrow,
are bemoaning the Inftability of mortal Aflairs,
in the very Depths of Mifery *.—Amidft fo
much Flu&uation and Uncertainty ; how wretch-
¢d is the Condition, which has no Anchor of the

e Soul,

# T believe, I may venture to apply, what the 7e-
manite {ays of the Affairs of the Wicked, to all fub- -
lunary Things ; as a true Defcription of their very
great Inflability. ~ Fob xxii. 16, £IMD! PXY OM3 ren-
dered by Schultens, Flumen fufum fundamentur: corun:.
Their Foundation (or what they reckon their mott
{olid and ftable Poffeflion) #s a Flood poured out.
—Which is one of the boldeft Images, and moft
postical Beauties, I ever met with in any Language,
facred or profane. In order to have a tolerable Con-
ception of the Image, and a Tafte of it’s Beauty ;
you muft fuppofe 2 Torrent of Waters, rufhing in

: 3 2 broken
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Soul, fure and ftedfaft. May thy Loving-kind-
nefs, O Gon, be our prefent Treafure; and
thy. future Glory, our reverfionary Inheritance !
Then fhail our Happinefs, not be like the full-
orbed Moon, which is ¢ a Light that decreafeih
¢¢ in it's Perfe@ion ;” but like the Sun, when
he goeth forth in his Strength, and knoweth no
other Change, but that of.. fhining jmaore and *more
unto the perfect Day.

MEeTHINKS, in this ever-varying Sphere, I
fce a Reprefentation, not only of our temporal
Advantages, but alfo of our Jpiritual Aecomplifh-
ments. Such, I am fure, is what the. kind Par-
tiality of a ‘Friend would call my Righteoufnefs :
And fuch, 1 am apt to fuflpet *, is the Righ-

teoufnefs

broken Cataraés, and with impetuous Rapidity, from
a fteep and cragey Mountain. Then, imagineto your-
{elf an-Edifice, built upon the Surge of this rolling Pre-
cipice;  which has no other Bafis, than one of thole
headlong whirling Waves. Was there ever fuch a Re-
prefentation of tranfitory Profperity, tending, with in-
conceivable Swiftnels, unto Ruin ? Yet fuch is every
Form of human Felicity, that is not grounded on Jg-
sus, and a Participation of his Merits, who is the
Rock of dges; on Jesus, and his Image formed in
our Hearts, which is the Hope of Glory.

* T would not be underftood, as meafuring, in
this Refpect, orbers by myfelf; but as rrzking my Efti-
mate, from the unerring Standard of Scripture.  And
indeed, proceeding on this Evidence, {upported by

0 this




on e NIGHT. 03
teoufnefs of every Man living.: Now we exer-
cife it, in fome few Inftances; .in fome little De-
grees. Anon, Sin revives, 2nd leads our Souls
into a tranfient, though' unwilling Captivity.
Now we are mecé ; but foon a ruffling Accident
intervenes, and turns our Compofure into 2
fretful Difquietude. Now we are humble 5 foon
we refleét upon fome inconfiderable or imaginary
Superiority over others, and a fudden Elatement
fwells our Minds. Now, perhaps, we poflefs a
clean Heart,  and are warm with holy Love. But

(O3

this Authority, I might have ventured farther than
a bare Sufpicion.  For,  there is not a juf! Man upon
¢ Barth, that doeth Good, and Jfizneth not ;' fays
the Spirit ‘of Infpiration by Solomon {Eecle/. vii. 20.)
—Nay, fuchis the Purity, and fo extenfive are the
Demands of the Divine Law, that an Apoftle makes
a ftill more humbling Acknowledgment; ¢ In mazny
<« Things we offend 4% (Fam. iii, 2.)— And theun-
erring Teacher, who moft thoroughly koew our Frame,
direéts the molt advanced, moft eftablithed, and moft
watchfal Chriflians, to pray daily for the Forgivenefs
of their daily Trefpaffes— To which Tellimonies, I beg
Leave to add an elegant Paflage from the Canticles s
becaule, it not only exprefles the Sentiment of this
Paragraph, but illuitrates it by the very {ame Simili-
tude. ke (the Church) is fair as the DMoon; clear as
+he Sun. Fair as the Moon, the le and changeable
Light, in her Sandtification: Clear as the Sun, the
greater and invariable Luminary, in her Fujtifcation.
The inherent Holinefs of Belidvers being imperfedt,
and {ubject to many Tnequalities ; while t
Righteoufnefs 1s every way complete, and con
Like itfelf.  Cant. vi. 10,

heir imp
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O! how eafily is the Purity of our Affe@ions
fullied I How foon the Fervour of our Gratitudeé
cooled ! And is there not fomething amifs, everl
in our beft Moments ? Something to be afbamed
of; in all we arz; fomething to be repented of;
in all we & 2 . :

W 1TH what Gladnefs; therefore, and adore=
ing Thankfulnefs, fhould we ¢ fubmit to the
<¢ Righteoufnefs of our incarnate G op;” and
receive, as a Divine Gift, what cannot be acquired
by Human Works * |—A Writer of the firft Dif-
tin&ion, and niceft Difcernment, ftiles the Obe=
dience of our glorious Surety, an everlafling Righ-
zeoufnefs+. Suchas was fubje& to no Interruption,
nor obfcured by the leaft Blemifh ; but proceeded
always in the fame uniform Tenour, of the moft
fpotlefs Perfetion.—This Righteoufnefs, in ano-
ther Senfe, anfwers the Prophet’s exalted De-
feription ;. as it’s beneficial and fovereign Efficacy
knows no End; but lafts through all our Life ;
lafts in the trying Hour of Death; lafts at the
decifive Day of Judgment; lafts through every
Generation ; and will laft to all Eternity.

SomETIMES; I have feen that refplendent
Globe /z‘;'if't of her Radiance 5 or, according to
the emphatical Language of Scripture, ¢ turned
« into Blood.” The Earth, interpofing with

it’s

* Rom. v. 17.—X. 3. + Dan. ix. 24
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it’s opake Body, intercepted the folar Rays, and
caft it’s own gloomy Shadow on the Moon.
The malignant Influence gained upon her ficken-
ing Orbj extinguithed, more and more, the feeble
Remainders of Light ; till at length, like one in 2
deep Swaon, no Comelinefs was left in her Coun-
tenance ; the was totally overfpread with Dark-
nefs.—At this Jun&ure, what a Multitude of
Eyes were gazing upon the. rueful Spectacle !
Even of thofe Eyes, which difregarded the Emprefs
of the Night; or beheld her with Indifference;
when, robed in Glory, and riding in her trium-
phal Chariot, fhe thed a fofter Day through the
Nations. But now, under thefe Circumftances
of Difgrace, they watch her Motions with the
moft prying Attention. In every Place, her Mif-
fortune is the Obje&t of general Obfervation ;
and the prevailing Topic of Difcourfe, in every
Company.

Is it not thus, with regard to Perfons of Emi-
mence, in their refpedive Spheres | Kings, at the
Head of their Subjeéts; Nobles, furrounded with
their Dependents ; and (after Names of fo much
Grandeur, may I be allowed to add?) Minifters,
labouring among their People * ; are each in a
confpicuous Station. Their Conduét in it’s 7~
nutefi Step, efpecially in any AMifearriage, will

be

* Ye are the Light of the World. A City that is fif
ax an Hill, cannat be bid. Matth. v. 14.
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be narrowly furveyed, and critically feanned,
Can there be a louder Call,” to pondér ‘the Paths
of their Feet, and to be particularly jealous over
all their Ways }—Thofe, who move in inferior
Life, may grofsly offend 5 and little Alarm be
given ; perhaps, no Notice taken. But it is not
to be expecied, that the leaft Slip in their Car-
riage, the leaft Flaw in their Charaéter, will pafs
undifcovered.  Malice, with her Eagle-Eyes, will
be fure to difcern them ; while Cenfure, with
her fhrill Trumpet, will be as far from concealing
them ; as Calumny, withher treacherous Whifpers,
from extenuating them. A Planet may fink be-
low the Horizon ; ora Star, for feveral Months,
withdraw it’s Shining ; and fcarce-one in ten
Thoufand perceive the Lofs. But, if the Moon
fuffers a tranfient Eclipfe, almoft half the World
are Spe&ators of her Difhonour.

V gr vy different was the Cafe, when, at this
late Hour, I have taken a folitary Waalk on* the
Weflern Cliffs. At the Foot of the fteep Moun-
tain, the Sea, all clear and fmooth, fpread itfelf
into an immenfe Plain, and held a watry Mirror
to the Skies. Infinite Heights above; the Firma-
ment ftretched it’s azure Expanfe; befpangled
with unnumbered Stars, and adorned with the
Moon, ¢ walking in Brightnefs *.” She feemed
to contemplate herfelf, with a peculiar Pleafure 3

while

* Job xxxi, 26.
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while the tranfparent Surface, both received, and
returned ‘her filver Image. Here, inftead of be-
ing covered with Sack-cloth, fhe fhone with
double Luftre; or rather, with a Luftre multi-
plied, in Proportion to the Number of Beholders,
and their various Situations.

Su cH, methinks, is the Effe® of an exem-
plary Behaviour, in Perfons of exalted Rank.
Their Courfe, as it is nobly diftinguifhed, fo it
will be happily influential.  Others will catch
the diffufive Ray ; and be ambitious to refemble
a Pattern, fo attralting; fo commanding. Their
amiable Qualities, will not terminate in them-
felves : but we fhall fee them reflected from their
Families ; their Acquaintance; their Retainers.
Juft as we may now behold another Moon ;
trembling * in the Stream ; glittering in the Ca-
nal ; and difplaying it’s lovely Imprefs, on every
Colle&ion of Waters,

TrE Moon, Philofophy fays, is a fort of
Sovereign over the great Deep. Her Orb, like
a Royal Sceptre, fways the Ocean, and a&uates
the fluid Realms. It fwells the Tides, and perpe-
tuates the reciprocal Returns of Ebb and Flow.
By which means the liquid Element purges off
it’s Filth ; and is preferved, from being putrefied
itfelf, and from poifoning the World.—Is the

VOL. II H Moon ;

* Splendet tremulo fub Lumine Pontas,  Vize,
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Moori thus operative on the vaft Abyfs? And
fhall not the Faith~of eternal and infinite De-
lights to come, be equally efficacious on this
Soul of mine?-——Far above her argent Fields,
are Treafures of Happinefs, unfeen by mortal
Eye ; by mortal Ear unheard 5 and unconceived
by any human Imagination. In that defirable
World, the moft diftinguifhed and exalted Ho-
wours alfo -are conferred 5 in Comparifon with
which, the Thrones and Diadems of earthly Mo-
narchs, are empty Pageants, and childith Toys.
—_Yonder Axch of Sappbire, with all it’s Spangles
of Gold, is but the Floor of thofe Divine Abodes.
What then are.the Apartmentss what is the Pa-
Jace? How bright with ‘Glories; how rich with
Blifs? : .
_ O yE Manfions of Bleflednefs 3 ye Beatties'
of my Father’s Kingdom ; which far outfhine
thefe Lamps of the vifible. Heaven ; tranfmit
your fweet and winning Invitations to my Heart.
rtract and refine, all my Adfetions. Withdraw
them from lagnating, -on the fordid Shores of
Flefh; never fuffer them to fettle, upon'the im~
ure Lees of Senfe : but imprefs them with Emo-
2ions of reftlefs Defire, after fublime and celeftial
Joys.—Joys, that will proceed, fill proceed in.a
copious and everlafting Flow, when Seas fhall
ceale to roll :—Joys, that will charm .every Fa-
culty with unimaginable Pleafure; when the
Moon, with her waxing Splendors, fhall chear our

Sight no more.
ENOUGH
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ENovcH for the prefent Evening, My
Thoughts have been fufficiently exercifed, and
my Steps begin to be attended with Wearinefs.
Let me obey the Admonition of Nature; and
give Refpite to my Nchirations, Slumber to my
Eyes.—But ftay.—Shall T retire to the Bed of
Sleep, with as little Ceremony, and with as
much Inattention, as the Brutes to their fordid
Lair? Are no Acknowledgments due to that Di-
vine Being, who is the Support of my Life;
and the Length of my Days? Have Ino far-
ther Need of his protecting Care; no more Oc=
cafion for the Bleflings of his Goodnefs P—Le-
pidus, perhaps, may laugh at the bended Knee;
and have a thoufand Darts of Raillery, ready to
difcharge on the Pra&ice of Devotion, The
Wits, I know, are unmercifully fevere on,; what
they call, the Drudgery of Prayer, and the fan-
taftical Rant of Praife. Thefe they leave to the
illiterate Labourer, and the mean Mechanic; or
treat them; with a contemptuous Sneer, as the
Parfon’s ignoble Trade,

Is it then an Inftance of Juperfiitious Blind-
nefs, to diftinguith; or of whimfical Zeal, to ce-
lebrate; the moft fupereminent Excellency and
Merit? Is it an ungraceful Bufinefs; or does it
argue a groveling Difpofition, to magnify Good-
nefs, tranfcendently rich and diffufive ~——Wha

15503 can
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can be {o truly becoming a dependent State, 2st0
pay our adoring Homage, to the Author of all
Perfection 3 and profefs our devoted Allegiance, to
the fupreme almighty Governor of the Univerfe?
—Can any thing more fignificantly befpeak an in-
genuous Temper 5 OF adminifter a more real Satif-
fa&ion to it’s fineft Feclings; than the Exercifes
of penitential Devotion? By which we give Vent
to an honeft Anguith 3 or melt into filial Sorrow 3
for our Infenfibility tothe beft of Friends, for
our Difobedience to the beft of Parents?—In a
Word ; can there be a more [ublime Pleafure, than
to dwell, in fixed Contemplation, on the Beauties
of the Eternal Mind 3 the amiable Original of all
that is fair, grand, and harmonious; the benefi-
cent Giver of all that is convenient, comfortable,
and ufeful #—Can there be a more advantageous
Employ, than to prefent our Requefts' to the Fa-
ther of Mercies; opening our Minds to the Ir-
radiations of his Wifdom, and all the Faculties of
our Souls to the Communications of his Grace?
—It is ftrange, unaccountably ftrange, that the
Notion of Dignity in Sentiment, and the Purfuit
of refined Enjoyment, fhould ever be difunited
from Devotion. That Perfons, who make Pre-
tenfions to an improved Tafte, and exalted Ge-
nius, fthould neglect this moft ennobling Inter-
courfe, with the wileft and beft of Beings; the
inexhauftible Source of Honour and Joy.

SHALL
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SHALL I bedeterred, from approaching this
Source of the pureft Delight? Deterred, from
purfuing this higheft Improvement of my Na-
ture ! Deterred from all, by a formidable Ban-
ter; or confuted, by one irrefrasable Smile P—
No: let the Moon, in her refplendent Sphere ;
and yonder Pole, with all it’s ftarry Train; wit-
nefs, if I be filent Even or Morn. If I refrain
to kindle in my Heart and breathe from my
Lips, the reafonable Incenfe of Praife. Praife
to that great and glorious Gop, who formed the
Earth, and built the Skies; who poured from
his Hand the watery World, and fhed the all-
furrounding Air abroad.—¢¢ Thou alfo madeft
¢¢ the Night, Maker Omnipotent ! and Thou,
¢¢ the Day! Which I, thoughlefs than the leaft
¢ of all thy Mercies, have pafled in Safety,
¢ Tranquillity, and Comfort.—When I was
<¢ loft in the Extravagance of Dreams, or lay
¢¢ immerfed in the Infenfibility of Sleep ; thy
¢ Hand recovered me from the temporary Le-
¢ thargy, Thy Hand fet a new, a delicately
¢ fine Edge, on all my blunted Senfes; and
¢ ftrung my Sinews with recruited Vigour.
¢ When my Thoughts -were benumbed and
¢¢ ftupefied, thy quickening Influence roufed
¢ them into Adtivity; when they were difcon-
¢¢ certed and wild, thy regulating Influence re-
¢ duced them into Order. Refitting me at

: H=a ¢ once,
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once, to relifh the innocent Entertainments of
an animal, and to enjoy the fubliie Gratifica-

tions of a rational Capacity.—Wheh Darknefs

covered the Creation,at thy Command, the Sun

arofe ; painted the Flowerss and diftinguifhed

every Objed ; gave Light to my Feet, and

gave Nature, with all her beautiful Scenes; to

my Eye.—To Thee, O Thou G op of my

Strenpth, I owe the Continnance of my Be-

ing, and the Vivacity of my Conftitution. By

thy facred Order, without any Confcioufnefs
of mine, the Wheels of Life move, and the
crimfon Fountain plays. OQuver-ruled by thy

exquifite Skill, it transforms itfelf, by the
niceft Operations of an inexplicable kind of
Chemiftry, into a Variety of the fineft Se-
cretions. Which glide into the Moufcles, and
{well them for Adction; or pour themf{elves
into the Fluids, and repair their inceflant De-

cays. Which caufe Chearfulnefs to fparkle in
the Eye, and Health to bloom inthe Cheek.

«« DISASTROUS Aecidents, injurious to
the Peace of my Mind ; or fatal to the Wel-
fare of my Body 3 befet my Paths. But thy
Faithfulnefs and Trath, like an impenetrable
Shield, guarded me all around. Under this
Divine Prote&ion, I walked fecure, amidit
Legjons of gpparent Perils ; and paffed un-

N < hurt;
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hurt, through a far greater Multiplicity of ux-
Jeen Evils.  Not one of my Bones was broken s
not a fingle Shaft grazed upon my Eafe ; even
when:the Eye that watched overme, faw, in it’s
wide Survey, Thoufands falling befide me, in ir-
recoverable Ruin; and ten Thoufands deeply
wounded, oz my Right-hand.—If Sicknefs has,
at any Time, faddened my Chamber, or Pain
harrowed my Flefh ; it was a- who/fome Difci-
pline, and a gracious Severity. The Chaftife-
ment proved a fovereign Medicine, to cure me
of an immoderate Fondnefs, for this imperfect
troublefome State ; and to quicken my Defires,
after the unimbittered Enjoyments of my eter-
nal Home.—Has not thy Munificence, unwea-
ried and unbounded, {pread my Zable ; and fur-
nifhed it, with the fineft Wheat; replenifhed it,
withMarrow and Fatnefs? While Temperance -
fweetened the Bowl; Appetite feafoned the
Difh; Contentment and Gratitude crowned
the Repaft.—Has not thy Kindnefs, O Gop
of the Families of Jfrael, preferved my affec-
tionate Relaiions ; who ftudy, by their ten-
der Offices, to foften every. Care, and heighten
every Joy? Has not thy Kindnefs-given me va-
luable Friends ; whofe Prefence is a Cordial, to
chear me in a dejected Hour ; and whofe Con-
verfation, mingles Improvement with Delight?

H 4 “ WHEN
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« Wuen Sin lay difguifed amidft flowery
Scenes of Pleafure ; enlightened by thy Wif-
dom, I difterned the latent Mifchief; made
refolute by thy Grace, 1 fbunned the lufcious
Bane. If, through the Impulfe of Senfuality,
or the Violence of Paflion, I have been hur-
ried into the Snare, and ftung by the Ser-
pent ; thy faithful Admonitions, have recalled
the foolifh Wanderer; while the Blood of thy
Son, has healed his deadly Wounds.—Some,
no Doubt, have been cut off in the Midft of
their Iniquities; and tranfmitted, from the
Thrillings of polluted Joy, to the Agonies of
eternal Defpair. - Whereas, I have been dif-
tinguifhed by long-fuffering Mercy; and, in-
ftead of lifting up my Eyes in Torments,. to
behold a Heaven irrecoverably loft; 1 may
Jift them up under the pleafing Views of being
admitted, ere long, into thofe Abodes of end-
lefs Felicity.—In the mean Time, Thou haft
vouchfafed me the Revelation of thy Will ;
the Influences of thy Spirit; and Abundance
of the moft effeGtual Aids, for advancing in
Knowledge, and growing in Godlinefs : for be-
coming more conformable to thy Image, and
more meet for thy Prefence: for tafting the
Pleafures of Religion, and fecuring the Riches
of Eternity.”
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« How various is thy Beneficence, O Thou
Lover of Souls! It has unfealed a Thoufand
Sources of Good 3 opened a thoufand Avenues
of Delight ; and heaped Bleffings upon me,
with a ceafelefs Liberality. If I fhould at-
tempt to declare them; they would be more
than the ffarry Hoft, which glitter in this un-
clouded Sky; more than the dewy Gems,
which will adorn the Face of the Morning.

< Anp fhall T forget the GOD of my Salva-

tion, the Author of all my Mercies ¢ Rather

let my Pulfe forget to beat 1—Shall I render
Him 70 Exprefions of Thankfulnefs ? Then
might all’ Nature reproach my Ingratitude.—
Shall I reft fatisfied with the bare Acknowledg-
ment of my Lips? No: let my Life be vocal,
and fpeak his Praife, in that only genuine,
that moft emphatical Language — the Lan-
guage of devout Obedience. Let the Bill be
drawn upon my Very Heart; let all my Af-
fe@ions ackrowledge the Draught ; and let the
whole Tenour of my Adions, in Time and
through Eternity, be continually paying the
Debt—the ever-pleafing, ever-growing Debt
of Duty, Veneration, and Love.
¢« Anp can I, O Thou Guide of my Go-
ings, and Guardian of all my Interefts —
can I difiruft fuch fignal, fuch experienced
¢ Goodnefs ¢
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Goodnefs? Thou baft been my Hebper, thro’
all the bufy Scenes of Day: therefore, under
the Shadow of thy Wings will 1 repofe myfelf,
during the Darknefs, the Danger, and Death-
like Inactivity of the Night. Whatever De.
filement I have contrafled, wath it thoroughly
away, in redeeming Blood; and let neither
the finful Stain, nor the finful Inclination, ac-
company me. to my Couch |—Then fhal}
1L lay me down in Peace, and take my Ref?;
chearfully referring it to thy all-wife Deter-
mination, whether I fhall open my Eyes in
this World, or awake in the unknown Re-
gions of anather.”
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STARRY HEAVENS.

There dwells @ noble Pathos i the Skies,

TWhich awarms our Paffions, profelytes our Hearis!

Hoaw eloquently fhines the gloaving Pole!

With avhat Authority it givves it's Charge,

Remonfirating great Truths in Stile fublime !
Night-Thoughts, NeIX.
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ALK on the Summit of @ Hill—The advan~

cing Night withdraws the rural Profpet? ;
opens the Beauties of the Sky, 116—Fragrance of
the blooming Beans, 117—The Heavens, a noble
Field for the Difplay of the Divine Perfections,
118—Fully of Fudicial Afirology 5 right Ufe of
contemplating the Stars, 119—4 Sketch of the moft
remarkable Difcoveries of our modern Aftronomy,
12 1—Religion, and neceffary Bufinefs ; Religion,
and innocent Pleafure; as confiftent, as the annual
and diurnal Motions of the Earth, 123—The Sun,
;s enormous Size, 126—Stars, the Centres of
Syflems 3 their inconceivable  Diflance, 127 —
Other Skies furnifbed with other Stars, 128—
The Greatnefs of the Creator, 120—The preceding
Obfervations inculcate Humility, 131—Shew the
Littlenefs of terreftrial Things, ibid.—The flupen=
dous Condefeenfin of GO D, in bis gracious Re-
gards 1o the Children of Men, 1 34—The prodigious
Heinoufnefs of buman Guilt, 138—The Richnefs
of CHRIST’s Atonement, and it's complete Suf-
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miferable Condition of the Ungadly, who have {Om-
nipotence for their Enemy, 152—The unwearied Pa-
gience of this all-mighty Being, 1 54—The [¥ifdom
of GOD, difplayed in the Shies s Submiffion ta
bis Difpenfations; even when they foem moft frown-
ing and fevere; all fpring from Love, and will
terminate in Good, 155—The Goodnefs of G O D
diffufed through the vafl S yflem of created Things;
but far more illufirioufly exemplified in the Work of
Redemption ;5 the former View gives a moft amiable,
the latter a perfecily ravifbing, ldea of the Divine
Beneficence, 162—The Purity of GO D, faintly
reprefented by the unfpotted Firmament : the Defile-
ment of finful Man; the immaculate Esxcellence of
bis Surety, 171—The unmeafurable Dimenfions of
the Sky; the greater Extent of the Divine Bounty
and Merey s the laft of thefe Subjelts, being [o pe-
culiarly comfortable ty Sinners, confidered fom:what
copioufly, 177—"hat fuflains the Arch of Heaven,
and fupports the Globes it contains 5 the fame invi-
Jible Hand upholds the Chriftian in bis Courfe, 187
—The Faithfulnefs of GO D pourtrayed, in the Sta-
bility of the beavenly Bodies, and Perpetuity of their
Motions 5 the Unreafonablenefs of our Unbelief ;
5 Mutives
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Motives to an affured Faith, 192—Various Attri-

butes of the Diuine Nature appear, with a glim-
mering Light, it the celeflial Luminaries 5 all fbine

Sorths with the fulleft Luflre; in CHR 18T FE-
SUS, 196—The Diguity of Prayer, and Happi-

uefs of having GO D for aur Portion; 203—The

“ horrible Ingratitude, and deflrutlive Perverfenefs,
of living without G O D in the World, 206—A4l
he ralling Warlds on high, puntiually cbedient to
their Maker’s Orders; area Patterns in this re-
fpect, and a Provocative to the rational Creation,
210—The gradual Appearance of Stars ; and pro-

greffive State of @ irue Canverfion; 216—Tbe
DMultitude of Starss efpecially in the Galaxy; the
fnore attentively furveyed, the greater Number difco-

gered; this applied to the unfearchable Treafures of
W¥ifdum in.the Scriptures, of Merit in CHRIST,
of Blifsin Heaven, 217—The celeflial Bodies difpofed

in fuch a. Manier, asto be delightful and ferviceable to

Man; adarn bis Abode, andmeafure bis Time; a filent

Admonition this, toimprove the Talent, 22.1— Bright-
nefs of the Stars; Encouragement to Fidelity in the

Minifterial Office; 224—Palar Star 5 it's inva-

siable Situation ; Guide to the antient Mariners 3

Such the Ward of GO D o .our Souls ; Perfuafive
2o follow it's unerring Ditlates, 225—/Variety in

the Magnitude, and Splendor of the Stars; dif-

fereut Degrees in the World of Glory; yet all the
DBleffed
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Bleffed completely happy, 228—Projection and At
traflion, the grand Principles that attuate the Pla-
netary Syftem ; Faith and Love bear much the fame
Proportion, in the Occonomy of Chriflianity, 230—
Zhe admirable Effects, and extenfive Influences, of
Attraélion s the dgency of the HOLY GHOST
on the human Mind, 233—Vaft Gradation in
the~Scale of Beings s all are Olbjetts of the Di-
vine Care, and full of the Divine Prefence, 237
—The furpaffing Worth of an immortal- Soul’;
a Solicitude for if’s final Welfare ‘urged, 244
—An unthinking View of the Skies is affediing 5
much more a rational and devout one, 247—
The Scantinefs of our Knowledge, with regard
20 the celefiial Bodies; after all our Search, they
are Objedts of Admiration,, rather than of Stience ;
Exhortation to- fuch Purfuits, as are of eafy At-
tainment, and will be of everlafling Advantage,
248—Short Recapitulation of the Whole 5 and ax
Hymn of Praife, fuited to the Occafion, 251.

N. B. It may feem unaccountable to an un-
learned Reader, that Aftronomers fhould fpeak
fuch amazing Things ; and {peak them with fuch
an Air of Affurance ; concerning the Diftances
and Magnitudes, the Motions and Relations, of
the heavenly Bodies. I would defire fuch a Per-
fon to confider the Cafe of Ecripses, and with
what. Exadinefs they are calculated. They are

6 not
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not only foretold, but the very Inftant of thejr
Beginning is determined. The precife Time of
their Canlirmanc; is affigned ; afligned, almoft to
the Nicety of a Moment ; and what 1s f4ll more
furprifing, for the Space of Hundreds of Thoufands
of Years to come.—As this is a Matter of Fa&,
abfolutely indifputable ; it is alfp 2 very obvious,
yet folid Demonﬁrgtion, that the Principles of
Science, on which thofe Calculations proceed,
are not mere Conjeture, or precarious Suppofi-
tion ; but have a 7eql, a certain Foundation, in
the Nature and Conﬁitution of Things,

VoL, 11, I C ON-
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ON THE

STaRrRRrRY HE AVENS.

B2 .§HIS Evening, I exchange the nice
- Retreats of Art, for the noble The-

* atre of Nature. Inftead of meafur-
5y ing my Steps, under the Cruers of
an Arbour; let me range along the
Summit, of this gently rifing Hill.—There js
no Need of the leafy Shade, fince the Sun has
quitted the Horizon, and withdrawn his feorch-
ing Beams. But fee, how Advantages and
Inconveniencies are ufually linked, and che-
quer our Affairs below | If the annoying Feat
ceafes, the Landfcape, and it’s pleafing Scenes, are
alfo removed.—The majeftic Caftle, and the
lowly Cottage, are vanifhed together. ‘T haye
loft the afpiring Mountain, and ii’s ruffec'Brow ;
: 152 i\
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1 look round, butto no Purpofe, for the humble
Vile, and it’s flowery Lap. ThePlains whitened
with Flocks, and the Heath yellow with Furze,
difappear.” - The advancing Night, has wrapt in:
. extended Foreft; and ‘drawn

Darknefs the long
her Mantle, over the Windings of the filver

Stream. I no longer behold that luxuriant Fer-
tility'in the Fields; that wild Magn‘iﬁéénce‘ of

Profpect, and endlefs Variety of Images; which
have fo often touched me with Delight, and ftruck
me with Awe, from this commanding Eminence.
TaEe Lofs, however, is fcarcely to be rc-
gretted 3 {ince: it is amply compenfated, by the
opening Beauties of the Sky. Here I enjoy a
free View of the whole Hemifphere; without
any Obftacle from below, to confine the ex-
or any Cloud from above, to over=
caft the fpacious Concave. *Tis true ; the lively
V ermilion, which folately fireaked the Chambers
of the Weft, is all faded. ‘But the Planets, one
after another, light up their Lamps; the Stars
advance in their gliteering Train; 2 Thoufand
and 2 Thoufand Lumimries, {hine forth in fuc-
ceflive Sp\endors'; and the whole Firmament is
kindling into the moft beautiful Glow. The
Rluenefs of the Ather, heightened by the Seafon
of  the Year, and gill more enlivened by the
Abfence of the Moan, gives thofe Gems of Heaven

the ftrongeft Luftre.

ploring Eye;

ONE
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OnE Pleafure more, the invading Gloom has
- not been able to fnatch, from my Senfe. The
Night rather improves, than deftroys, the Fra-
grance which exhales from the blooming Beans.
With thefe, the Sides of this {loping  Declivity
~are lined; and with thefe, the balmy Zephyrs
'ﬁerfun']e their Wings. Does Arabia, from all
her fpicy Groves, breathe a more liberal, or a
more charming Gale of Sweets ? And, what is a
peculiar Recommendation of the rural Entertain-
. ments, prefented in our happy Land, they are
alloyed by o Apprehenfions of Danger.” No
poifonous Serpent, lurks under the Bloflom; nor
any ravenous Beaft, lies ready to ftart from the
"Thicket.—But, I wander from a far more ex-
alted Subjet. My Thoughts, like my Affec-
tions, are too eafily diverted from the Heavens,
and detained by inferior ‘Objedts. Away, my
Attention, from thefe little Blandithments of the
. Earth; fince all the Glories of the Sky invite thy
. Regard,

W E have taken a Turn among the Zomls,
and viewed the folemn Memorials of the Dead:
< inorder “to learn the Vanity of mortal Things,

and to break their foft Inchantment, — We
have furveyed the Ornaments of the Garden ;5 not
that the Heart might be planted in the Parterre,
or take Root among the ?10wery Race; but that
Ig thefe
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thefe Delicacies of a Day, might teach us to
afpire after 2 better Paradife; where Beauty never
fades, and Delight is ever in the Bloom.—A
Third Time we lighted the Candle of Medita-
tion 3 .and fought for Wifdom, not in the
crouded City, or wrangling Schools, but in the
Glent .and lonely Walks of antient Night ®,—
Let us once more indulge the contemplative
Vein, and raife our Speculations to thofe fub-
Jimer Warks of the great Creators which the
Regions of the Sky contain, and this dufky Hour
unveils t.
1r we have difcerned the Touches of his Pen-
cil, glowing in the Colours of Spring; if we
have feen a Sample of his Beneficence, exhibited
in the Stores of Nature; and a Ray of his
Brightnefs, beaming in the Blaze of Day3;
what an infinitely richer Field for the Difplay of
his Perfe&ions, are the Heavens | The Hea-
. wens, in the moft emphatical Manner, declare
the Glory of Gop. The Heavens are nobly

eloquent of the Deity, and the moft magnificent
Heralds

* Referring to the feveral Subje&s of the Three

preceding Efiays.

+ Night opes the noblef? Scenes, and fheds an Awe,
Which gives thofe venerable Scenes full Weight,
And deep Reception in th’ entender’d Heart.

6 Nigb:-‘fbougbl:, N° IX.
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Heralds of their Maker’s Praife. They fpeak to
the whole Univerfe ; for there is neither Speech
fo barbarous, but their Language is underftood ;
nor Nation fo diffant, but their Voices are heard
among them *.—Let me then, in this folemn Sea-
fon, formed for Thought, and a calm Intercourfe
with Heaven ; let me liften to their filent Lec-
tures. Perhaps, I may receive fuch impreffive
Manifeftations of ¢¢ the eternal Power and God-
¢¢ head,” as may /hed Religion on my Soul, while
I walk-the folitary Shades ; and may be a tutelary
Friend to my-Virtue, when the Call of Bufinefs,
and the Return of Light, expofe me again to the
Inroads of Temptation.

THE Ifraclites, inftigated by Frenzy rather
than Devotion, worfhipped the Hoft of Heaven.
And the Pretenders to judicial 4firolgy talk of,
T know not what, myfterious Efficacy ; in the dif-
ferent Afpect of the Stars, or the various Conjunc-
tion and Oppofition of the Planets,—Let thofe,
who are unacquainted with the fure Word of Re-
velation, give ear to thefe Sons of Delufion, and
Dealers in Deceit,  For my Part, it is a Quef-
tion of Indifference to me, whether the Con- -
ftellations thone with Smiles, or loured in Frowns,
on the Hour of my Nativity. Let CrrrsT
be my Guard ; and, fecure in fuch a Prote&ion,
I would laugh at their impotent Menaces. Iet

Iy Carist

® Pfal. xix. 2.
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Curist be my Guide; and T thall {corn to
afk, as well as defpair of receiving, any predic-
tory Information from fuch fenfelefs Maffes.—
What! fhall < the Living feek to the Dead * R
Can thefe Bodies advertife me of future Events;
which are unconfcious of their own Exiftence?
Shall I have recourfe to dull unintelligent Matter,
when I may apply to that all-wife Being ; who,
with one comprehenfive Glance, diftin&ly views
whatever is lodged in the Bofom of Immenfity,
or forming in the Womb of Futurity ?—Never,
never will I fearch for any Intimations of my
Fate; but often trace my Creator’s Footfleps t5 in

yonder ftarry Plains. In the former Cafe, they
would

# Ifa. viii. 19.

4 « Ttis moft bécoming (fays a great Author)
« fuch imperfe@ Creatures as we are, to contem-
< plate the Works of GO D, with! zbis Defign that
« we may difcern the Manifeftations of Wifdom
« in them ; and thereby excite in ourfelves thofe
devout Affeétions, and that fuperlative Refpeét,
which is the very Effence of Praife, asitis a rea-
¢ {onable and moral Service.” ABERNETHY oz the
Aitvibutes—And, indeed, if we are fincerely dif-

ofed to employ ourfelves in this excellent, this

delightful Duty of praifing the infinite Creator 3
che Means, and the Motiwes, are both at hand.
His Works, in a wonderful and inftru&tive Variety,
prefent themfelves ; with pregnant Manifeftations of
the moft tranfcendent Excellencies of their Maker.
" They pour their Evidence from all Quarters, and

into all the Avenues of the Mind. They invite usy '

efpecially in the magnificent Syftem of the Univerfe,
: to

<

<
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would be Teachers of Lyes;. in the latter, they
are Oracles of Truth. In this-therefore, this Senfe
only, I profefs myfelf the Pupil of the Stars.

TrE Vulgar, are apprehenfive of nothing more;
than a Multitude of bright Spangles, dropt over

the mthereal Blue. Theyhave no higher Notion

of thefe fine Appearances, than that they are fo
many golden Studs, with which the Empyrean
Arch is decorated.—But ftudious Minds, thate
carry a more accurate and {iri& Inquiry among
the celeftial Bodies, bring back Advices of a moft

aftonithing Import. Let me jult recolleét the

moft material of thofe flupendous Difeoveries ; in
order to furnifh out proper Subjects for Con-
templation. And let the Unlearned remember,
That the Scene I am going to difplay, is the
‘Workmanthip of that ircomprehenfible G op,
who is ¢ perfé& in Knowledge, and" mighty in
<« Power.” Whofe Name, whofe Nature, and
a1l whofe Operations, are ¢ great and marvel-
« ous.” Who fummons into Being, with equal
Eafe, a fingle Grain, or ten thoufand Worlds.—

: To

to contemplate—Counfel, confuminately wife; and

Execution, inimitably perfelt ._Pozver, to which no-
thing is impofiible ; and Goodnefs, which extendeth to
All, which endureth for ever.— 1'o. give, not a full

" Difplay, but only {fome flight Strictures, of thefe glo-

rions Traths, is the principal Scope of the following
Remarks.
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To this if we continually advert, the Affertions,
though they will certainly excite our Admiration,
need not tranfcend our Belief.

THE Earth, is in Fa&, a round Body ;
however it may feem, in fome Parts, to be funk
into Vales, and raifed into Hills *; in other
Parts, to be fpread into a fpacious Plain, ex-
tending to the Confines of the Heavens, or ter-
minated by the Waters of the Ocean.—We
may fanfy, that it has deep Foundations, and
refts upon fome prodigioufly folid Bafis. Butit is
pendent, in the wide tranfpicuous ZEther; with-
out any vifible Caufe, to uphold it from above,
or fupport it from beneath.—It may feem to be
fedentary in it’s Attitude, and motionlefs in it’s

Situation.

* A learned Writer, I think, Dr. Derbam, has
fomewhere an Obfervation to this Purpofe—That the
loftieft Summits of Hills, and the moft enormous Ridges
of Mountains, are no real Obje&ion to the globular or
round Form of the Earth, Becaufe, however they
may render it, to our limited Sight, vaftly uneven and
protuberant ; yet, they bear no more Proportion to
the 7ntire Surface of the terraqueous Ball, than a Par-
ficle of Duft, cafually dropt on the Mathematician’s
Globe, bears to it’s whole Circumference. Confe-
quently, the rotund Figure is no more deftroyed in the

‘former Cafe, than in the latter.—On the fame Princi-

ple, I have not thought it neceffary, to take any No-
tice of the comparatively fmall Difference, between
the Polar and Equatorial Diameter of the Earth.
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Situation. But it is continually Jailing *, thro’
the Depths of the Sky; and in the Space of
Twelve Months, finifhes the mighty Voyage.
Which periodical Rotation, produces the Seafons,
and completes the Year.—As it proceeds in the
annual Circuit, it /pins upon it's own Centre 5
and turns it's Sides, alternately to the Fountain
of Light. By which means, the Day dawns in
one Hemifphere; while the Night fucceeds in the
other. Without this Expedient, one Part of it’s
Regions would, during half the great Revolution,
be {corched with exceflive Heat, or languifh under
an unintermitted Glare : while the other, ex-.
pofed to the contrary Extremes, would be frozen
to Ice, and buried under a long Oppreflion of
difinal and deftru&ive Darknefs.

I cannor forbear taking Notice ; that, in this
compound Motion of the Earth, the one . never
interferes with the other, but both are per-
fe&ly compatible. Is it not thus, with the Pre-
cepts of Religion, and the needful Affairs of the
prefent Life; not excepting even the innocent
Gratifications of our Appetites ?!—>Some, I be-
lieve, are apt to imagine, that they muft re-
nounce Society, if they devote themfelves to

CHRIST;

* With what amazing Speed, this Veflel (if I may
carry on the Allafion), filled with a Multitude of
Nations, and freighted with all their Poffeflions,
“makes her Way through the @thereal Space; fee Page
148. in Note. .
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CHRIST; and abandon all the Satisfa&ions of
this World, if they once become zealous Can-
didates for the Felicity of another.—But this is a
very miftaken Notion, or elfe a very injurious
Reprefentation, of the Do&rine which is accord-
ing to Godlinefs. It was never intended to
drive Men into Defarts; but to lead them,
through the peaceful and pleafant Paths of Wif-
dom, into the blifsful Regions of Life eternal.
It was never intended to ftrike off the Wheels of
Bufinefs, or cut in funder the Sinews of Induftry ;
but rather, to make Men induftrious from a
Principle of Confeience, not from the Inftigations
of Avarice; that fo, they may promote their
immortal Happinefs, even while they provide for
their temiporal Maintenance. It has no Defign
to extirpate our Paflions, but only to reftrain
their Irregularities ; neither would it extinguifh
the Delights of Senfe, but prevent them from eva-
porating into Vanity, and fubfiding into Gall,.—
A Perfon may be chearful among his [riends, and
yet joyful in GO D. He may tafte the Sweets
of his carthly Eftate ; and, at the fame Time,
cherith his Hopes of a nobler Inheritance in
Heaven. The Trader may profecute the De-
mands of Commerce, without negle&ing to ne-
gociate the Affuirs of his Salvation. The War
7ior may wear his Sword ; may draw, in a juft
Caufe, that murderous Weapon ; yet be a
good Soldier of JESU S CHRIST, and ob-

5 tdin
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¢ain the Crown that fadeth not away. The
Parent may lay up a competent Portion for his
Children, and not forfeit his Title to the Trea-
fures, either of Grace or of Glory.—So far is
Chriftianity, from obftru&ting any valuable In-
tereft, -or with-holding any real Pleafure; that
it improves the one, and advances the other.
Juft as the diurnal and annual Motions, are fo
far from clafbing, that they entirely accord ;. and
inftead of being deftruétive of each other, by
mutually blending their Effe@s, they give Pro-
portion and Harmony to Time, Fertility and in-~
numerable Benefits to Nature,

To Us, who dwell on it’s Surface, the Earth
is by far the moft extenfive Orb; that our Eyes
can, any-where, behold. It is alfo cloathed
with Verdure 3 diftinguifhed by Trees; and
adorned with a Variety of beautiful Decorations.
Whereas, to a Spectator placed on one of the
Planets, it wears an uniform Afpect; looks all
{uminous, and 7o larger than a Spot. To Be-
ings, who dwell at fill greater Diftances, it
intirely difappears.— T hat which we call, alter-
nately, the Morning and the Evening-Star ; as
in one Part of her Orbit, “{he rides foremoft in
the Proceflion of Night; in the other, ufhers in
and anticipates the Dawn ; is -a_planetary World.
Which, with the four others, that fo wonder-
fully vary ‘their myftic Dance, are in them-~
e ; : felves:
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felves dark Bodies, and fhine only by Reflexion :
have Fields, and Seas, and Skies, of their own :
are furnifhed with all Accommodations for ani-
mal Subfiftence, and are fuppofed to be the A-
bodes of intellefiual Life. All which, together
with this our earthly Habitation, are dependent.
on that grand Difpenfer of divine Munificence,
the Sun ; receive their Light from the Diftribu-
tion of his Rays, and derive their Comforts from
his benign Agency.

T HE Sun, which feems to perform it’s daily
Stages through the Sky, is, in this refpe&t *,
Jfixed and immoveable. “Tis the great Axle
of Heaven, about which the Globe we inhabit,
and  other more fpacious Orbs, wheel - their
ftated Courfes. — The Sun, though feemingly
fmaller than the Dial it illuminates, is abun-
dantly larger + than this whole Earth; on
which fo many lofty Mountains rife, and fuch
vaft Oceans roll. A Line, extending from Side
to Side, through the Centre of that refplendent
Orb, would meafure more than eight hundred

thou-

* I fay, in this refpecz; that I may not feem to for-
get, or exclude, the Revolution of the Sun round it’s
own Axis.

1 A hundred thoufand Times, according to the
Joweft Reckoning. Sir Isaac NewTox computes
the Sun to be goo,co00 Times bigger than the Earth,
Religious Philofopher, p. 749.
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¢houfand Miles: a Girdle, formed to go round
it’s Circumference, would require a Length of
Millions : were it’s folid Contents to be efti-
mated, the Account would over-whelm our Un-
derftanding, and be almoft beyond the Power of
Language- to exprefs % —Are we ftartled at thefe
Reports of Philofophy ? Are we ready to cry outs
in 2 Tranfoort of Surprife ? How mighty is the
Being, who kindled fuch a prodigious Fire; and
keeps alive, from Age to Age, fuch an enormous
Mafs of Flame !—Let us attend our philofophic
Guides, and we fhall be brought acquainted with

Speculations, more inlarged and more amazing.
Turs Sun, with all it’s attendant Planets, is
but a very little Part of the grand Machine of
the Univerfe. Every Star, though in Appear-
ance, no bigger than the Diamond, that glitters
upon a Lady’s Ring; is really a vaft Globe, like
¢he Sun in Size, and in Glory ; no lefs {pacious,
no lefs luminous, than the radiant Source of our
Day. So that every Staris, not barely 2 World,
but

* Dr. Deruan, after having calculated the Di-
menfions of the Planets, adds; Amazing as thefe
« Maffes are, they are all far outdone by that ftu-
« pendous Globe of Light, the Sun; which as it is
« the Fountain of Light and Heat, to all the Pla-
t pets about it, {o doth it far furpafs them all init’s
« Bulk: It's apparent Diameter being computed at
« 822,148 Erglifp Miles, it’s Ambit at 2,582,873
¢¢ Miles, and it’s folid Contents at 200,971,000,000;
% 000,000.”  dfiro-Theol. Book I. Chap. IL.

-~

-

-
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but the Centre of a magnificent Syftem ; has =
Retinue of Wiorlds, irradiated by it’s Beams, and
revolving round it’s attra@ive Influence, Alt
which are loft, to our Sight, in unmeafurable
Wilds of Aither.—That the Stars appear like fo
many diminutive, and {carce diftinguifhable Points,
is owing to their immenfe and inconceivable Dif-
tanice, Immenfe and inconceivable indeed it is;
fince a Ball, fhot from the loaded Cannons and
flying with unabated Rapidity, muft travél, at
this impetuous Rate, almoft feven hundred thou-
fand Years *, before it could reach the nearefl of
thofe twinkling Luminaries. :
CAN any Thing be more wonderful, than
thefe' Obfervations ? Yes: There are Truths, far
more ftupendous ; there are Scenes, far more ex-
tenfive. As there is no End of the Almighty
Maker's Greatnefs; fo no Imagination can fet
Limits to his creating Hand.—Could you foar
beyond the Moon, and pafs through all the pla-
netary Choir: could you wing your Way to the
higheft apparent Star, and take your Stand on
one of thofe loftieft Pinacles of Heaven : ‘you
would, there, fee other Skies expanded; another
Sun, diftributing bis inexhauftible Beams by Day ;
ather Stars, that gild the Horrors of the alter~
nate Night: and other +, perhaps nobler Syferms,
efta-

* See Religious P/Ji/rfo/.'/.'u:r, p- 819.
1 See Atra-Theology, Book 11. Chap. II.
Where the Au;hor, haviag affigned various Reafons
: o
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eftablithed ; eftablithed, in unknown Profufion,
through the boundles Dimenfions of Space.—
Nor does the Dominion of the univerfal Sovereign
terminate there.  Even at the End of this vaft
Tour, you would find yourfelf advanced no far-
ther, than the Suburbs of Creation ; arrived only
at the Frontiers of the great JEHOVAH’s King-
dom *,

AND do they tell me; That the Sun, the
Moon, and all the Planets, are but a ljttle Part of
HIS Works? Hyw greaty then, are his Signs/

VOL. II K And

to fupport this Theory of our modery Afironomers,
adds—¢¢ Befides the fore-mentioned ftrong Probabi-
‘¢ lities, we have this farther Recommendatiop of {fuch
“ an Account of the Univerfe, that it is far more mag-
“ nificent, and worthy of the infinite Creator, than
“ any other of the narrower Schemes,”

* Fob, after a moft beautiful Differtation, on the
mighty Works: of GOD; as they are diftributed
through univerfal Nature, from the Hcights of Heaven,
to the very Depths of Hell; clofes the magnificent
Account with this Acknowledgment; Lo! thefe are
Parts of his Ways. Or, as the original Word more
Jiterally fignifies; and may, I think, be more ele-
gantly rendered ; Thefe are only zbe Stirts, the very
outermoft Borders of his Works, No more than g
{mall Preface to theimmenfe Volume of the Creation,
—From the Hedrew MR Extremitaties, 1 cannor for..
bear thinking, on the extreme and very attenuated Fy.-
bres of the Root, when compared with the whole Sub._
ftance of the Trank; or on the exquifitely {mall Size
of the capillary Veflels, when compared with the
whole Strutture of the Body.  50b xxvi. 14,
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And bow mighty are bis Wenders *!—And if {o;

what is the CREAT OR Himfelf! -How far
exalted above all Praife | Who is {o bigh; that
He looks down on the higheft of thefe dazling
Spheres, and fees even the Summit of Creation in
2 Vale: fo great, that this prodigious Extent of
Sp:xce; is but a Point in his Prefence ; and all
<his Confluence of Worlds, as the lighteft Atom,
that fluGuates in Air, and fports in the meridian
Ray f. THoOU

* Dan. iv. 3.
+ This puts me in mind of a very fine Remark on a
feriptural Beauty s and a folid Correétion of the com-
mon Tranflatiori ; made by that learned, fagacious,
and devout Expofitor Vitringa.—Ha. xl. 15. We find
it written of the Supreme Being, That he taketh up the
Iffes as a very Jitile Thing.  Which, our Critic obferves,
is neither anfierable to the Import of the Original,
nor confonant to the Structure of the Difcourfe. The
Prophet had no Intention to inform Mankind, what the
Almighty could s, with regard to the Iflands, if he
pleafed to exert ancontroulable Power.  His Defign
was to fhew, how infignificant, or rather what mere
Nothings they are, in his Efteem, and before his Ma-
jefty. —The Tflands, fays he, though {o fpacious, as to
afford Room for the Ere&ion of Kingdoms, and the
Abode of Nations ; though fo firong, s t0 withftand,
for many Thoufands of Years, the raging and reitera-
ted Affaults of the whole watry World ; are yet, before
the adored JEHOVAH, Jmall as the minuteft Grain,
which the Eye can {carce difcern ; light as the fea-
thered Mote, which the leaft Breath hurries away hike
a Ten’ApCR.——L/‘\ID' D0 MR Infulee funt ut leve quid,
quod avolat., The deep-rooted Ifands are as the wolatile
Jtom, which, by the gentlelt Undulations of the Air,
is avafted to and fro i perpetyal Agitation.
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Trou moft fublime and incomprchenﬁbly glo-
rious Gop, how am I overwhelmed with Awe !
How funk into the loweft Proftration of Mind!
Wihen I confidér thy ¢ excellent Grmtmfr,” and
my own utter Infignificancy !—And have I, ex-
ceflively méan as [ am, have I entertained any
conceited Apprebenfions of myfelf? Have I felt the
leaft Elatement of Thought, in the Prefence of
{o majeftic and adorable a Being ? How fhould
this wound me with Sorrow, and cover me with
Confufion '—O my GO D, was I poffefled of al}
the bigh Perfeétions, which accomplifh and adorn
the Angels of Light ; amidft all thefe noble En.
dowments, I would fall down in the deepeft Abafe-
ment at thy Feet, Loft in the infinitely fuperior
Blaze of thy uncreated Glories ; I would confefs
myfelf, to be nothing ; to be lefs than Nothing,
and Vanity.—How much more ought I to main-
tain the moft unfeigned Humiliation, before thy
Divine Majefty ; who am not only Duft and
Athes, but a Compound of Ignorance, Imper-
fecGtion, and Depravity !

« WHILE, beholding this vaft Expanfe, I learn
my own extreme Meannefs; I would alfo dif-
cover the abje@ Littlenefs of all terreflrial Things.
—What is the Earth, with all her oftentatious
Scenes, compared with this aftonithingly grand
Furniture of the Skies ? What, but a dim Speck,

K ' hardly
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hardly, perceivable in the Map of the Univerfe
It is obferved, by a very judicious Writer *5
That if the Sun himfelf, which enlightens this.
Part of the Creation, was extinguifhed; and
all the Hoft of planetary Worlds, which move
zbout him, were annihilated ; they would not.
be miffed, by an Eye that can take in the whole
Compafs of Nature, any more than a Grain of
Sand upon the Sea-Shore. The Bulk of which
they confift, and the Space which they occupy,
is fo ecxceedingly little in comparifon of the
Whole ; that their Lofs would fcarce leave a
Blank, in the Immenfity of GoD’s Works.—
If then, not our Globe only, but this whole
Syftem, be fo very diminutive ; what is 2 King-
dom, ora County ! What are a few Lordfbips,
or the fo much admired Patrimonies of thofe,
who are ftiled Wealthy ! When I meafure
them with my own little Pittance, they fwell
into proud and bloated Dimenfions. But, when
T take the Univerfe for my Standard, how fcan-
ty is their Size, how contemptible their Figure !
"They thrink into pompous Notbings T.
W nEN the keen-eyed Eagle foars above all
the feathered Race, and leaves their very Sight
below :

* Spe@. Vol. VIEL N° 565.
T Fuvat inter fidera vagantem divitum pavimenta ri-
dere, €I totam cum auro fuo terram. SEN.
& Terrellee grandia inania. WaTTS's Hor. Lyr.
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below : when fhe wings her Wa s With direct

Afcent, up the Steep of Heaven ; and, fteadily .

gazing on the merfdian Sun; accounts jt’s beam-
ing Splendors al] her own: Does fhe then regard,
with any Solicitude, the Az, that is flying in the
Air, or the Duf which fhe thook from her Feet ?
And fhall this eterna] Mind, which is capable
of contemplating its Creator’s Glory ;5 which js
intended to enjoy the Vifions of his Countenance;
~1hall this etersg/ Mind, endued with fuch great
Capacities, and made for fuch exalted Ends, be
1o 7gnobly ambitious, as to figh for the Tinfels of
State; or fo poorly covetous, a5 to grafp after
ample Territories on Needle’s Point !—No -
under the Influence of fuch Conﬁderations, I feel
my Sentiments expand, and my Withes acquire a
Turn of Sublimity, My throbbing Defires after
worldly Grandeur, dje away s and I find myfelf,
if not poffefied of Power, yet fuperior to jr’s
Charmis,— T long, muft | own, have my
Affe@ions been pinioned by Vanity, and jm-
mured in this earthly Clod. "Byt thefe Thoughts
break the Shackles *, Thefe Objedts open the

Door

* The Soul of Man was made to walk the Skies,
Delightful Qutler of her Prifon here |
There, difincumber’d from her Chaihs, the Ties
Of Toys terreftrial, fhe can roye at large ;
: K 3 : There
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Door of Liberty. My Soul, fired by fuch noble
Profpeéts, weighs Anchor from this little Nook 3
and coafts no longer about it’s contra&ed Shores 3
dotes no longer on its painted Shells. The Im-
menfity of Things, is her Range ; and an Infinity
of Blifs, is her Aim.

BEHOLD this immenfe Expanfe, and admire
the Condefecenfion of thy G o p.—In this Manner,

an

infpired and princely Aftronomer, improved

his Survey of the no&urnal Heavens. When 1
confider thy Heavens, even the Warks of thy Fin-
gers, the Moon and the Stars which Thou haft or-
dained; 1 am {mitten with Wonder at thy Glory,
and cryout in a Tranfport of Gratitude, LORD,
what is Man, that Thou art mindful of bhim 2.

or

the Son of Man, that Thou wvifiteft bim *?2

¢ How amazing, how charming, is that Divine-
¢ Benignity, which is pleafed to bow down it’s

{acred Regards, to {o foolifh and worthlefs a
Creature! Yea, difdains not, from the Height
of infinite Exaltation, to extend its kind pro-
vidential Care, to our moft minute Concerns!

— This is amazing. ~But that the Everlafting
¢« Sovereign

There freely can refpire, dilate, extend,
In full Proportion let loofe all her Pow’ss.
: Night-Thoughts, Ne IX.

s Plal, viil. 3, 4.
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¢¢ Sovereign fhould give his Son, to be made
¢ Fleth, and become our Saviour! Shall I call it
¢ a Miracle of condefcending Goodnefs? Ra-
¢ ther, What are all Miracles, what are all
¢ Myfteries, to this ineffable Gift I” :

Ha b the brighte/t Archangel been commifiion-
ed to come down, with the Olive-Branch of Peace
in bis Hand, fignifying his Eternal Maker’s
Readinefs to be reconciled; on our bended
Knees, with Tears of Joy, and a Torrent of
Thankfulnefs, we ought to have received the
tranfporting News, But when, inftead of fuch
an angelic Envoy, He fends His only-begotten
Son ;3 his Son beyond all Thought illuftrious, to
make us the gracious Overture :—fends Him
from the ¢ Habitation of his Holinefs and
¢ Glory,” to put on the Infirmities of Morta-
lity, and dwell in a Tabernacle of Clay :—
fends Him, not barely to make us a tranfient
Vifit, but to abide many Years in our inferior and
miferable World :—fends Him, not to exercife
Dominion over Monarchs, but to wear out his
Life in the ignoble Form of a Serwant; and, at
laft, to make his Exit under the infamous Cha-
rafter of a AMulefaitor! Was ever Love like
this ? Did ever Grace ftoap fo low * P—Should

the

~

-~

* This reminds me of a very noble Piece of Ja-
¢red Oratory, where, in a fine Series of the moft
beautiful Gradations, the Apoftle difplays the -admi-

K 4 rably
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the Sun be fhorn of all his radiant Honours, and
degraded into a Clod of the Valleys ; fhould all
the Dignitarics of Heaven be depofed from their
Thrones, and degenerate into /nfefis of a Day ;
great, great would be the Abafement. But zo-

thing

rably condefcending Kindnefs of our Saviour.—He
thought it no Robbery, it was His indifputable Right, /0
ke equal awith the infinite, felf-exiftent, immortal GO D.
Yet, in Mercy to Sinners, He emptied Himfelf of the in-
communicable Honours, azd laid afide the Robes of
incomprehenfible Glory.—When He entered upon His
mediatorial State, inftead of ating in the grand Capa-
city of univerfal Sovereign, He zook upor Him the Form
of @ Serwant.  And not the Form of thofe miniftering
Spirits, whofe Duty is Dignity itfelf; who are throned,
though-adoring.—He took not on him the Nature of
Angels, but ftooped incomparably lower. Affumed
2 Body of animated Duft, and awas made in the Like-
nefs of Men ;5 thofe inferior and depraved Creatures.—
Aftonifhing Condefcenfion ! but not fufficient for the
overflowing Richnefs of the Redeemer’s Love. For,
being found in Fafbion as a Man, He humbled Himfelf
farther fill. Occupied the loweft Place, where all
was low ‘and ignoble, He not only fubmitted to the
Yole of the Law, but alfo bore the Infirmities, and
miniftred to the Neceffities ‘of Mortals. He even
wathed the Feet of others, and had not where to lay
his own Head.—VYea, He carried His meritorious
Flumiliation, to the very deepeft Degrees of poffible
Abafement. He became obedient unto Death—And not
o a common or natural Death, but a Death more in-
famous than the Gibbet; ‘more torturous than the
Rack ;—ewen the accurfed Death of the Crofs.  Phil. ii,
6, 7, 8.




.oy STARRY HEAVENS., 137

thing to Thine, moft blefled JEsus; nothing to
Thine, thou Prince of Peace 5 when, for us
Men, and for our Salvation, Thou didft not ab-
hor the coarfe Accommodations of the Manger ;
Thou didft not decline even the gloomy Horrors
of the Grave. '

>T'1s well, the facred Oracles have given this
Doérine, the moft explicit Confirmation, and
Evidence quite inconteftable. Otherwife, a
Favour fo undeferved, fo unexpected, and rich
beyond all Imagination, might ftagger our Belief.
—Could HEg, who launches all thefe planetary
Globes, through  the illimitable Void ; and
leads them on,- from Age to Age, in their ex-
tenfive Career; could HE refign his Hands, to
be confined by the girding Cord ; and his Back
to be plowed, by the bloody Scourge ?~—Could
HEg, who crowns all the Stars with inextinguifh-
able Brightnefs ; be Himfelf defiled with Spitting,
and disfigured with the thorny Scar? It is the
greateft of Wonders, and yet the fureft of
Truths. _

O! YEe mighty Orbs, that ‘roll along the
Spaces of the Sky; I wondered, a little while
ago, at your vaft Dimenfions, and ample Cir-
cuits. * But now my Amazement ceafes ; or ra-
ther, is intirely fwallowed up by a much more
ftupendous Subje&. Methinks, your enormous
Bulk'is fhrivelled to an Atom ; your prodigious
Revolutions are contracted to a Span; while I

o mufe -
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mufe upon the far more elevated Heights, and
unfathomable Depths; the infinitely more ex-
tended Lengths, and unlimited Breadths, of this

Loveef GOD in CHRIST FESUS *,

CoNTEMPLATING this flately Expanfe,

I fee a Mirror, which reprefents, in the moft
awful Colours, the Heinoufnefs of human Guilt.
—Ten thoufand Volumes ; wrote on purpofe,. to
difplay the Aggravations of my various A&s of
Difobedience ; could not fo effectually convince
me of their inconceivable Enormity, as the Con-
fideration of that all-glorious Perfon 43 who, to
make an Atonement for them, fpilt the laft
Drop of his Blood.—1 have jinned, may every
Child of Adam f{ay 5 and what fhall I do unto Thee,
O Thou Obferver of Men 2 Shall I give my
Firft-born for my Tranfgreffion, the Fruit of
my Body for the Sin of my Soul? Vain Com-
mutation ! and fuch as would be rejected by the
' : blefled

* Epb. iii. 18, 19.

T Quo quifgue altius afeendit in agnitione CHR 18T I,

€o profundius peccati atrocitatem cognofcet. :
I Joeb vii. zo. Not Preferwver, asit ftands in our
Verfion, but Obferver of Men. Which Phrafe, ‘as it
denotes the exa& and inceffant Zn/pecion of the divine
Hye; as it intimates the abfolute Impofiibility, that
any Tranfgreflion fhould efcape the divine Notice ; is
evidently moft proper, both to aflign the Reafon, and
heighten the Emphafis of the Context. o z
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blefled Gon, with the utmoft Abhorrence.—
Will all the Potentates, that.fway the Sceptre in
a thounfand Kingdoms, "devote their royal and
honoured Lives, to refcue an obnoxious Crea-
ture from the Stroke of Vengeance ! Alafs! it
muft coft more, incomparably more, to ex-
piate the Malignity of Sio, and fave a guilty
Wretch from Hell.—Will all the Principalities of
FElzaven be content to aflume my Nature, and
refign themfelves to Death for my Pardon *?
Even this, would be too mean a Satisfaltion,
: for

# Moy {ets this Thought, in a very poetical and
friking Light.—All the Sandtities of Heaven, ftand
round the Throne of the Supreme Majefty. Gonp
forefees and foretels the Fall of Man; the Ruix,
which ‘will unavoidably enfue on his Tran{grefiion ;
and the utter Dnpo/fibility, of his being ahle to extri-
cate himfelf, from the Abyfs of Mifery.

He, avith bis whole Poflerity, muf? die ;

Die ke, or Fuflice mufl s unlefs for Him

Some other able, and as willing pay

The rigid Satisfaction, Death for Death.
After which affe@ing Reprefentation, intended to
raife the moft tender Emotions of Pity ; the follow-
ing Inquiry is addrefied to all the {urrounding An-
gels ; '
' Say, heav'nly Pow'rs, awhere Jball we find fuch

Love 2 E

Which of you will be mortaly to redecn:

RN

Man's




140 CONTEMPLATIONS oON'

for inexorable Juftice ; too fcanty a Reparation,
of G o ’s injured Honour, S flagrant is human
Guilt, that nothing, but a Vidim of infinite
Dignity, could conflitute an adequate Propitia-
tion.— /e who faid, ¢¢ I et there be Light, and
<¢ there was Light;” Let there be a Firmament,
and immediately the blue Curtains floated in the
Sky; He muft take Fleth; Hr muft feel the
fierce Torments of Crucifixion ; - and pour out.
his Soul in Agonies, if ever fuch Tranfgreflors

are pardoned.
How vaft is that Debt; which all the Wealth
of both the Zudies cannot difcharge ! How
' vitiated

Man's mortal Crime 2 and die, the Dead to fave i
He affed ; but al] 1he /mzfv’ﬁb/ Choir flood mute,
And Silence awas iy Hea)’ 71,

There is, to me at leaft, ‘an inimitable Spirit and
Beauty in the laft Circumflance.—That {uch an in-
numerable Multitude, of generous and compaflionate
Beiugs, thould be fruck dumb with Surprife and Ter.
ror, atthe very Mention of 77, deadly Forfeiture and
Ranfom fet ! No Language is {o eloquent as this §7-
lence. . Words could not poflibly have exprefled, in fo
emphatical a Manner, the Treadful Nature of the Tafk ;
the abfolure Inability of any or all Creatures to execute
it; the {uper-eminent and matehlefs Lowe of theEternal
Son, in undcrmking the tremendons Work ; not only
without Relu@ance, but unfought and unimplored ;
with Readinefs, Alacrity, and Delight, Paradife Loft,
Book III, Line 209. Ldit, Bexry.,
9
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vitiated that Habit of Body ; which all the Drugs
produced by Nature herfelf, cannot relify | But
how much more 7#ined was thy Condition, O
my Soul! how much more heinous were thy
Crimes ! Since nothing lefs than the Sufferings
and Death of Meffiah, the Son of Gop, and
radiant Image of his Glory, could effeét thy
Recovery, or cancel thy Iniquity. — Though
perhaps, thou art not funk fo very deep in Pollu-
tion, as fome of the moft abandoned Profligates ;
yet remember the ineftimable Ranfom, paid to
redeem thee from everlafting Deftru&tion. Re-
member this; and ¢ never open thy Mouth any
<< more *,” “either to ‘murmur at the Divine
Chaftifements, or to glory in thy own Attain-
ments. Remember this ; and even ¢ /ath thy-
¢ felf + for the Multitude of thy Provocations,”
and thy great Bafenefs.

OncEe more: Let me view this beautiful,
this’ magnificent Expanfe; and conceive fome
jufter Apprehenfions, of the unknown Richnefs
of my Sawiour’s Atoncment.—1 am informed by
a Writer who cannot miftake, that the High-
Prieft of my Profefiion, who was alfo the Sacri-
fice for my Sins, is higher than the Heavenst
moreexalted in Dignity, more bright with Glory,

than

* Ezek. xvi. 63: 1 Ezek. xxxvi. 31.
1 Heb. vii, 26:
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than all the heavenly Manfions, and all their
illuftrious Inhabitants. If my Heart was humbled;
at the Confideration of it’s exceflive Guilt; how
do zall my drooping Powers revive, at this de-
lightful Thought? The poor Criminal, that
{eemed to be fotfering on the very Brink of the
infernal Pit ; is rasfed, by fuch a Belief, even to
the Portals of Paradife. My Self-abafement; I
truft, will always continue ; but my Fears, un-
der the Influence of fuch a Conviction, are
quite gone *, I do not, I cannot, doubt the

Efficacy

* I am forry to find, that fome of my Readers
were a little difgufted at this Expreflion, “ My Fears
“ ary quite gone.” As thinking, it difcovered a
Tinéture of Arropance in the Writer, and tended to
difcourage the weak Chriftian. But, I hope, a more
mature Confideration will acquit me, from both thefe
Charges.—For, what has the Author faid? Only;
that at fome peculiarly bhappy Moments, when the Holy
Ghott bears Witnefs of Curi1stT in his Heart, and He
is favoured with a Glimpfe of the Redeemer’s match-
lefs Excellency—that, in thefe lrighter Interwals of
Life, his trembling Fears, with regard to the decifive
Sentence of the great Tribunal, are turned into pleaf-
ing ExpeQations. And what is there in fuch a De-
claration, offenfive to the firic?e/t Modefty, or difpi-
riting to the avcakefl Believer ¢ Inflead of creating
Difcouragement, it points out the Way to obtain
a fettled Tranquillity. It’s natural Tendency is,
to engage the ferious Mind in a more conftant
and attentive Meditation, on the unknown Merits
of the Divine MEDIATOR., And were

7 we
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Efficacy of this Propitiation.  While 1 fee a
Glimpfe of it’s matchlefs Excellency; and verily
believe myfelf, interefted in it’s Merits; I know
not what it is, to feel any mifgiving Sufpicions ;
but am ftedfaft in Faith, and joyful through
Hope.

Be my Iniquities like Debts of Millions of
Talents, here is more than full Payment for all
that prodigious Sum. Let the Enemy of Man-
kind, and Accufer of the Brethren, load me with
Inve&ives ; this one Plea, 4 Divine Redeemer died,
moft thoroughly quathes every Indi¢tment. For,
though there be much Turpitude, and manifold
Tranfgreflions, ¢ there is no Condemnation to
¢ thofe that are in CHRIsT JEsUs.”—Nay,
were I chargeable with all the vileft Deeds,
which have been committed in every Age of the
World, by every Nation of Men ; even in this
moft deplorable Cafe, I need not fink into De-
fpair. Even fuch Guilt, though grievous beyond
all Expreffion, is not to be compared with that
Abundance of Grace and Righteoufnefs, which
dwell in the incarnate Divinity.—How great,

how tranfcendently glorious, are the Perfections
of

we more #horoughly acquainted, more dezply affeCled,
with his unutterable Dignity ; I am perfuaded, our
uneafy Apprehenfions would proportionably vanith ;
our Faith be eftablithed, our Hopes brightened, and
our Joys inlarged.
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of the adored JEHOVAH! So great, fo fuper-
latively precious, is the Expiation of the dying
JEsus. °Tis impoflible for the human Mind,
to exalt this Atonement *, too bighly 5 ’tis im-
poflible for the HUMBLE PENITEN T, to con-
Jide in it, too fteadily. The Scriptures, the
Scriptures of eternal Truth, have faid jt (exult,
my Soul, in the Belief of it 1), that the Blood
on which we rely, is G oD’ own Bloed + 3 and
therefore all-fufficient to expiate, omnipotent to
fave.

DAVID; that egregious Sinner, but more
exemplary Saint, feems™to have been well ac-
quainted with this comfortable Truth. What
elfe can be the lmport of that very remarkable,

but

* This Doérine, tho’ rich with Confolation to the
ruined Sianer; yet, is it not likely to open a Door for
Licentioufnefs ; and embolden Tranfgreffors to profe-
cute their VICES »—No: It is the moft powerful
Motive to that genuine Repentance, which fozus from
an unfeigned Love of Gop ;5 and gperates in a hearty
Deteftation of all Sin. One, who knew the unmea-
forable Goodnefs of the Lorp, and was no Stranger
to the finful Perverfe of our Nature, fays, There is
Mercy avith Thee : IEREFORE falt thou be
Jeared. Pfal. cxxx. 4.—Words, full to my Purpofe ;

which at once add che bighejf Authority to this Senti-

‘0 . .
ment, and direét oar Minds to it’s proper Influence,

and due Improvement.
T A&sxx. 28,
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but moft devout Declaration 2 Thou shalt purge
me * with Hyffop, and I fball be clean > thou Jhbalt
wafh me, and I fball be whiter than Snow,—¢< T
¢ have been guilty, I muft confefs, of the moft
¢ complicated and thocking Crimes : Crimes,
“ inflamed by every aggravating Circumftance,
¢ with regard to Myfelf, my Neighbour, and
“ my Gon. Myfelf, who have been blefled
¢ above Men, and the diftinguithed Favourite
¢ of Providence ; my Neighbour, who, in the
¢ moft dear and tender Interefts, has been jrre-
<¢ parably injured ; my GOD, who might juftly
¢ expe&t the moft grateful Returns of Duty, in-
€€ ftead of fuch encrmous Violations of his Law.
¢ Yet, all horrid and execrable as my Offenze
€ Is, it Is nothing to the fuperdbundant Merit
< of that great Redeemer; who was promifed
¢ from the Foundations 6f the World; in
¢ whom all my Fithers trufted ; who “is the
¢ Hope of all the Erids of the Earth, Though
¢ my Confcience be more loathfome, with adul-
¢ terous Impurity, than the Dunghil 5 though

VoL, 1, L ¢ Treachery

~

o ¥ Plal Vi, 7. ThouBals purge. 1 prefer this Tranf.
lation, before the new one. Becaufe this {peaks the
Language of a more ftedfaft Belief, and gives the
highéft Honour to the Divine Goodnefs. Were the
Words intended to bear 10 rhore, than the common
#etitionary Senfe ; and not to be expreflive of a noble
Plerophory of Faith ; they would rather have beeq
*INOT and 23pan Imperatives, not Futures,
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<s Treachery and Murder have rendered it even
¢ black as the Gloom of Hell; yets wafhed in
¢ the ¢ Fountain opened for Sin and- for Un-
¢ cleannefs *, I fhall be —1 fay' not, pure
¢ only, this were Difparagement to the Efficacy
<< of -my Saviour’s Death; but I fthall be fair
« a5 the Lily, and white as the Snow. Nay,
< et rie not derogate from the glorious Object
¢« of my Corifidence cleanfed by this fovereign
< fan&ifying Stream, I fhallibe fairer than the
< full-blown Lily, whiter than the new-fallen

“¢¢ Snows.”’

POWER, faith the Scripture, belongeth unte
G O D +.—And in what majeftic Lines, is this
Attribute of JEHOVAH written, throughout
the whole Volume of the Creation ! Efpecially,
through thofe magnificent Pages, unfolded in yon-
der ftarry Regions. Which are therefore ftiled,
by the {weet and feraphic Singer of Ifrael, ¢¢ The
< Firmament of his Power 1.” Becaufe, the
grand Exploits of Ommnipotence. are there difplayed,
with the utmoft Pomp; and recorded, in the
moft legible Charaéters. ,

W o, that looks upward to the midnight
Sky; and, with an Eye of Reafon, beholds it’s
rolling Wonders; who can forbear inquiring, Of

wwhat were thofe mighty Orbs formed 2—Amazing
: to

« Zech. xiii, 1.+ Pfal. Ixii, 11. + Pfal. cl. 1.
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to relate! They were produced without Mate-
rials.  They fprung from Emptinefs itfelf. The
ftately Fabric of univerfal’ Nature emerged out
of Nothing, — WHat' Inflruments were ufed by
the Supreme Archite&, to fafhion the Parts with
{uch exquifite Nicenef3, and give o beautiful a
. Polith to the whole? How was all conneted into
one finely-proportioned, and nobly-finifhied Struc~
ture ?—A bare Frat accomplithed all. Let Taey
BE, faid Gop. He added no more ; and imme-
diately the marvellous Edifice arofe ; adorned
with every Beauty ; difplaying innumerable Per-
fections; and declaring, amidit enraptur’d Seraphs,
it’s great Creator’s Praife, <« By the #ord of
¢ the Lorp were the Heavens made, and all the
“ Hoft of them by the Breath of his Mouth *,”
—What forceful Machinery fixed fome of thofe
E ponderous

* If this Thought is admitted a Second Time, and
fuffered to ennoble the next Paragraph ; it is partly,
becaufe of it’s unequalled Sublimity; partly, becaufe
it awakens the moit grand ldea of creating Power ;
and partly, becaufe the Prad&tice of the Plalmift, an
Authority too great to be controverted, is my Pre.
cedent.—The beautiful Stanza quoted from P/a/.
Xxxiil. 6. is a Proof, how thcroughly the Royal Poet
entered into the Majetty of the Mifaic Narration.
The Repetition of the Sentiment, wer. g. intimates,
how peculiarly he was charmed, with that zob/e Mar.
zer, of defcribing the Divine Operations,  While the
Turn of his own Compofition fhews, how perfectly

L2 he
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ponderous Globes, on an immoveable Bafis ?
What irrefiftible Impulfe bowled others, through
the Circuit of the Heavens? What coercive
Energy confined their impetuous Courfes, within
Limits aftonifhingly large, yet moft minutely
true i—Nothing but his fodereign Will. For all
Things were at firft conftituted, and all to this
Day abide, according to his Ordinance.”
WitHouT any toilfome Affiduity or labo-
rious Procefs, to raife—to touch—to Jpeak fuch a
Multitude of immenfe Bodies into Being—to
Jaunch them through the Spaces of the Sky, as
an Arrow from the Hand of 2 Giant—to im-
- prefs on {uch unwieldy Maffes a Motion, far out-

ftripping the Swiftnefs of the winged Creation *
«—and

he poflefled the fame elevated Way of thinking.
And this, long before Longinus wrote the celebrated
Treatife, which has taught the Heathen, as well as
the Clriftian World, to admire the Dignity of the
Feaif Legiflator’s Stile. Zid. LonGix. de Sublim.
Se&. 1X. ' !

* To give one Inftance of this Remark.—The
Rarth,. in the diurnal Revolution, which it performs
on it’s own Axis, aubirls about at the Rate of above
2 Thoufand Miles an Hour. And as the great Orbit,
which it defcribes annually round the Sun, is reckon-
ed at §40 Millions of Miles, it muft trawvel near
Million and: Half, each Day.—What a Force muft
be requifite, to protrude {o vaft a- Globe: and
wheel it on, loaded as it is with huge Moun-
tains, and ponderou: Rocks, at fuch a prodigious
Degree of Rapidity ! It {urpaties human Conception ?

—How
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—and to continue them in the fame rapid Whir],
for Thoufands and Thoufands of Years—What
an amazing Inftance of infinite Might is this |—
Can any thing be impoffible to the L, oxr D, the
Lorp Gop; the Creator and Controuler,
of all the Ends of the Earth, all the Regions
of the Univerfe? Rather, is not all that we
count difficult, perfe& Eafe to that glorions Be-
ing, who only fpake, and the World was made *?
Who only gave Command, and the ftupendous
Axle was lodged faft, the lofty Wheels moved
complete *—What a fure Defence, O my Soul,
is this everlafting Strength of thy Gop! Be this
thy continual Refuge, in the Article of Danger ;
this thy never-failing Refource, in every Time of
Need. :
W HAT cannot this uncontroulable Power, of
the great JEHO VA H, effe& for his People? Be
their Miferies ever {o galling, cannot this G oD
relieve them? Be their Wants ever fo numerous,
cannot this Gop {upply them ? Be their Cor-
ruptions within, ever fo inveterate ; or theig
Temptations without, ever fo importunate; can-
not this mighty, mighty Gob fubdue the former,

L2 - iz aaand

~—How natural, how pertinent, how almoft necef.
fary, after fuch an Obfervation, is the Acknowledge-
ment made by holy Fob, 7 tnow thar THoU canp
do every thing, and that o Thought, no imaginable
Scheme, can be withholden Srom thee, can lie beyond
thy Power to execute. Chap. xlii. 2,

* Plal. xxxiii, g,
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and fortify them againft the latter? — Should
Trials, with an inceffant Vehemence, fift thee as
Wheat ; fhould Tribulation, with a Weight of
Woes, almoft grind thee to Powder; thould
Pleafure, with her bewitching Smiles, folicit thee
to delicious Ruin; yet ¢ hold thee:faft by Gop,”
and lay thy Help upon Him, that is omnipotent *.
Thou canft not be involved in fuch calamitous

Cir-

# Ttis a moft charming Defcription, as well as
2 moft comfortable Promife, which we find in Jfa. x1,
29, 30, 31.—HE giveth Power to the Feeble; and to
themt that bave no Might av all, He not oply impart-
eth, but increafeih Strength ; making it to abound,
where it did not {o much as exift.—Without this Aid
of JEnovau, even the Youths, amidft the very Prime
of their Vigour and A&ivity, fball become languid
in their Work, and aveary in their Courfe. Aud the
young Men, to whofe Refolution and ‘Abilities nothing
feemed impraiticable, /ball not only not fucceed, but
utterly fall, and mifcarry in their various Enterprizes.
—Whereas, they that avait upon the LORD, and con-
fide in his Grace, fhall prefs on, with a generous
Ardor, from one Degree of religious Improvement
<0 another. Inftead of exhaufting, they /ball renczu
their Strength ; Difficulties fhall animate,and Tail in-
** vigorate them. They Jhall maunt up, as with foaring
Wings, above all Oppofition’; they fhall be carried
through every Difcouragement, as Eagles cleave the
yielding Air. They fball run, with Speed-and Alacrity,
the Way of Gop’s Commandments, and not be weary :
They fball hold on, (125 progredicntur, carpent iter) with
Conftancy and Perfeverance, in thofe peaceful Paths, -
and mot faint 3 but arrive at the End of their Pro-
grefs, and receivg the Prize of their High Callix&g.
o
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Circumftances, or expofed to fuch imminent Peril ;
but ihy Gobp, whom thou ferveft, is able to
deliver thee from the one, and to fupport thee
under the .other.—To fupport ! to deliver ! Let
me not difhonour the unlimited Greatnefs ot
his Power. He is able to exalt Thee, from the
deepeft Diftrefs, to the moft triumphant Joy 3
and to make even a Complication of Evils, work *
together for thy everlafting Good. He is able,
not only to accomplifh what I have been fpeak-
: L 4 ing,

To this moft chearing Dorine, permit me to add
it’s no lefs beautiful and delightful Conrraft.  Eliphax,
fpeaking of the Enemies of the Righteous, fays—
NP 77123 Ro—which is rendered by a great Critic
in facred Learning, Nikil excifum faciio nobis adwer-
Jaria.—We fhould reckon, our Language acquitted .
itfelf tolerably well, if, when depreciating the Abi-
lities of an Adverfary, it fhould reprefent them weals
as the feorched Thread, fecble as the diffolving Smoke.
But thefe are cold Forms of Speech, compared with
the Eloquence of the Eaft. According to the Genius
of our Bible, 4/ the Power that oppofes the Godly,
is 2 mere Nothing ; or, to fpeak with a more em-
phatical Air of Contempt, a dsfiroyed, an extirpated
Nothing.—Admire this Expreflion, ye that are charm-
ed with daring Images, and (what 72/ calls @er-
bum ardens) a fpirited and glowing Diction.—Re-
member this Declaration, ye that fight the good
Fight of Faith. The united Force of all your Ene-
mies, beit ever fo formidable to the Eye of Flefh,
is, before your Almighty Guardian, Nik:/ nibiliffi-
snum, not only Nothing, but /fs than uothing, and
Vanity, b xxii. zo. :
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ing, but fo do exceeding abundantly above all that,

we can afk, or think *. 2
O! TuE wreched Condition of the Wicked,
who have this Lor D of all Power for their Ene-
my! Ol the defperate Madnefs of the Ungodly,
who provoke the Almighty to Jealoufy 1—Be-
{otted Creatures | are you able to contend with
your Maker, and enter the Lifts againft incenfed
Omnipotence ? Can you bear the” Fiercenefs of
his Wrrath, or fuftain the Vengeance of his lifted
Arm? At his Prefence, though awfully ferene,
the Hills melt like Wax, and the ¢ Mountains
«¢ fkip like frighted Lambs.” At the leaft In-
: - " timation

* T fhould, in this Place, avoid {welling the Notes
any farther, was it not to take Notice of the inimit-
able Paflage quoted above, and to be found Eph.
it 20.—Which, if I do not greatly miftake, is the
moft complete Reprefentation of Divine Power, that
it is poflible for Words to frame.— 710 'do all that
our Tongue' can g/, is a Miracle of Might. But
we often think more than we can exprefs, and are
aGtuated with ¢ Groanings unuiterable.”” Yet, to an-
fwver thefe vaft Defires, is not beyond the Accom-
pliftiment of our heavenly Father.—Nay, to make
hiis Gifts and his Bleffings commenfurate to the largeft:
Strerch of human Expetations, is a fmall Thing with
the Gop of Glory. He is able to do above all,
that the moft inlarged Apprehenfion can imagine 5
yea, to do abundantly more, exceeding “abundantly.
Thore, than the Mind itfelf; in the utmoft Exertion’
of all it’s Faculties, is capable of avifbing, or knows
how to conceive. Tl el 2
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timation of his Difpleafure, the Foundations of
Nature rock, and the ¢ Pillars of Heaven
¢« tremble.” How then can a withered Leaf
endure, when ¢ his Lips are full of Indignation,
<« and his Tongue as a devouring Fire ”"—
Or can any thing fereen a guilty Worm, when
the great and terrible G op fhall whet bis glit-
tering Sword, and bis Hand take Hold on inexo-~
rable Fudgment? When that Hand, which fthoots
¢he Planets, Mafles of exceffive Bulk *, with
fuch furprifing Rapidity, through the Sky: that
Hand, which darts the Comets to fuch unmea-
furable Diftances, beyond the Orbit ‘of our re-
moteft Planet, beyond the Purfuit of the firongeft
Eye: when THAT Hanp is flretched out ta
punifh, can the Munition of Rogks, the Interven-
tion of Seas, or even interpofing Worlds, divert
the Blow ?—Confider this, Ambition ; and bow
thy haughty Creft. Confider this, Difobediences
and bend thy iron Sinew. Q! confider this,
all ye that forget, or affront, the tremendous
i B o 3 "~ Jenovas,

* One of the Planets (Saturn) is {uppofed to be
more than 9o times as big, as the Globe on which
we live. According to the fame Calculation, the
Targeft of the Plancts (Jupiter) is above zoo times
yafter, than this vaft Collettion of {pacious Fo-
yelts, towering Mauntains, extenfive Continents, and
boundlefs Oceans.—Such enormous Magnitdde !
winged with fuch prodigious Speed 1—TIt raifes Afto-
nifhment beyond Exprefiion.—/#it/ GOD is terrible
Majefly! Job xxxvii. 22.— ko fhall not fear THEE,
Q LORD, and glorify thy Name ¢ Rev.xv. 4. -
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Jemovan, Hecan, by a fingle A& of his
Will, lay the Univerfe in utter Ruin: and can
He want Power to bring you, in a Moment, in
the T'winkling of an Eye, to the Duft of Death,
or to the Flames of Hell? He has—I fay not,
Ten thoufand Lightnings to fcorch you to Afhes ;
Ten thoufand Thunders to cruth you into Atoms ;
but, what is unfpeakably more dreadful—He has
an Army of Terrors, even inthe Lok of his angry
Countenance. His very Frown is worfc than
Deftruétion. :

I canno T difmifs this Subje&, without ad-
miring the Patience of the blefled G o p. Who,
though fo ftrong“and powerful, yet ¢ is provoked
¢ every Day.”—Surely, as is his Majefty, fo
is his Mercy 5 his Pity altogether commenfurate
to his Power. IfI vilify but the Name of an
earthly Monarch ; I lofe my Liberty, and am
confined to the Dungeon. If I appear in Arms,
and draw the Sword, againft my national Sove-
reign; my Life is forfeited, and my very Blood
will f{carce atone for the Crime. But Thee I have
dithonoured, O! thou King immortal and invi-
fible! Againft Thee my Breaft has fomented Je-
cret Difaffection; my Behaviour has rifen up id
open Rebellion 5 and yet I am fpared, yet I am
preferved.  Inftead of being banifhed from thy
Prefence ; I fit at thy Table, and am fed from
thy Hand. Inftead of purfuing me with Thunder-
bolts of Vengeance, thy Favours furround me on

every
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every Side, That Arm, that injured Arm, which
might juftly fall, with irretrievable Ruin, on a
Traitor’s Head ; is moft gracioufly ftretched out,
to carefs him, with the tendereft Endearments;
to cherifh him, with every Inftance of parental
Kindnefs 1—O! thou mightieft, thou beft of Be-
ings, how am I pained at my very Soul, for fuch
{hameful and odious Difingenuity! Let me al-
ways abominate myfelf, as the bafeft of Crea-
tures ; but adore that unwearied Long fuffering
of thine, which refufes to be irritated ; love that
unremitted Gaodnefs, which no Aés of Ingrati-
tude could ftop, or fo much as check, in it’s gra-
cious Current. O let this ftubborn Heart ;
which Duty could not bind; which Threaten-
ings could not awe ; be the Captive, the willing
Captive, of fuch triumphant Beneficence.

I uAvE often been ftruck with Wonder at
that Almighty Skill, which weighed the Moun-
tains in Scales, and the Hills in a Balance;

which proportioned the Waters in the Hollow of

it’s Hand, and adjufled the Duft of the Earth *
T

* Ja. x1. 12. The Dufl of the Earth, in this fublime
Scripture, fignifies the dry Land, or jo/id Part of our

Globe. Which is placed in Contradiftintion to the -

whole Colle@ion of fuid Matter, mentioned in the
preceding  Claufe.—Perhaps, this remarkable Ex-
prefion may be intended to intimate, not only the

extreme
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by 2 Meafure. But how much more marvellous
is that magnificent Oeconomy, which poifed the
Stars with inexpreffible Nicety, and meted out
the Heavens with a Span ! Where all is prodi-
gioufly vaft; immenfely various ; and yet more
than mathematica.]ly exact. Surely, * the Wifdom
of Gop manifefts itfelf in the Skies, and fhines
in thofe lucid Orbs.  Shines on the contempla-
tive Mind, with a Luftre incomparably brighter,
than that which their united Splendors tranfmit
to the Eye.

Benorp yonder countlefs Multitude of
Globes 3 confider their amazing Magnitude ; re-
gard them as the Sov’crei_gns of fo many Syftems,

each

extreme Nicenefs, which flated the Dimenfions of the
World iz general, or in the grefs ; but alfo that
particular Exaéinefs, with which the very {malleft
Materials, that conititute it’s Frame (not excepting
each individual Atom) were calculated and difpofed.
— ¢. d. "Tis a {mall Thing to fay, No fuch enormous
Redundancies, as unneceflary Ridges of Mountains,
sere {uffered to fubfit. There was not fo much as
the lealt Grain of Sand fuperfluous, or a fingle Par-
ticte of Dult deficient.—As the grand Aim of the
Defeription is, to celebrate the confummate Wifdom,
exemplified in the Creation ; and to difplay that per-
Je Proportion, with which every Part tallies, coin-
cides, and harmonizes, with the Whole; I have
taken Leave to alter the Word of our Englifh ‘Tranf-
lation comprebend, and introduce in it’s flead a Term,
equally faithful to the Hebrew, and more fignifica.
tive of the Prophet’s precife Idea, X ¥
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gach accompanied with his planetary Equipage.
Upon this Suppofition, what a Multiplicity of
mighty Spheres, muft be perpetually running their
Rounds, in the upper Regions! Yet; none mif-
take their Way, or wander from the Goal;
though they pafs through tracklefs and unbounded
Fields. None fy off from their Orbits, into ex-
travagant Excurfions 3 none pre/s in upon their
Centre, with too near an Approach. None -
terfere with each other in their perennial Paffage 5
or intercept the 'kindly Communications of ano-
ther’s Influence *.  But all their Rotations prox
ceed in eternal Harmony; keeping fuch Timey

~ and obferving fuch Laws, as are moft exquifitely
adapted to the Perfection of the Whole.

W aiL e I contemplate this ¢ excellent Wif-
¢¢ dom, which made the Heavens,”’»and attunes
all their Motions; how am I abafhed at that
Mixture of Arrogance and Folly, which has, at
any time, inclined me to murmur at thy Difpen-
fations, O Lorp! What is this, but a fort of
implicit Treafon againft thy Supremacy; and a
tacit Denial of thy infinite Underftanding ?—

Haft

* The Interception of Light, by meéans of an
Eclipfe, happens very rarely. And then it is of fo
Jbort a Continuance, as not to be at all inconvenient.
Nay, it is attended with fuch Circumflances, as ven-
der it rather ufeful, than prejudicial.
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Haft Thou fo regularly placed fuch a wonderful
Diverfity of Syftems, through the Spaces of the
Univerfe f—Didft Thou, without any probatio-
nary Effays, without any improving Retouches,
fpeak them into the moft confummate Perfec-
tion?—Doft Thou continually fuperintend all
theéir Circumftances, with a Sagacity that never
miftakes the minuteft Tittle of Propriety? And
thall T be fo unaccountably ftupid, as to queftion
the Fufinefs of thy Difeernment, in  choofing
¢ my Inkeritance, and fixing the Bounds of my
¢¢ Habitation [”—Not a fingle Erratum, in mo-
delling the Struture ; determining the Diftance # ;
and conduéting the Career of unnumbered Worlds !
And fhall my peevifhi- Humour prefume to cen-
fure thy Interpofition, with regard to the Affairs
of ¢ne inconfiderable Creature ; whofe Stature, in

fuch

® The Sun in particular (and let this ferve as a

* Specimen of that moft curious Exa&nefs, with

which the other celeftial Bodies are conflituted, and
all their Circumflances regulated) the Sun is formed
of fuch a determinate Magnitude, and placed at fuch
a convenient Diftance—¢‘ as not to annoy, but only
¢ refreth us, and nourith the Ground with it's
¢ kindly Warmth. If it was Jarger, it would fet
the Earth on Fire; if fualler, it would leave it
frozen. Ifit was zearer us, we fhould be {corched
to Death ; if farther from us, we fhould not be
able to live for want of Heat.”

3 Stacknouse’s Hiflary of the Bible.
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- fuch a comparative View, is lefs than a Span;
and his prefent Duration, little more than a
Moment ?

O! Trou Gop,  in whofe Hand my
<¢ Breath'is, ‘and whofe are all my Ways,” let
fuch Sentiments as now pofiefs my Thoughts; be

always lively on aiy Heart ! Thefe fhall compofe *

my Mind into a chearful Acquiefcence, and a
thankful Submifion ; even when Afflictions gall
the Senfe, or Difappointments break my Schemes.
Then fhall I, like the grateful Patriarch *, in
all the Changes of my Condition, and even in
the Depths of Diftrefs, erect an Altar of adoring
Refignation ; and infcribe it with the Apoftle’s
Motto, To GOD oNLy Wise. Then, thouldft
Thou give me Leave to be the Carver of my
own Fortunes, I would humbly defire to relin-
quifh the Grant, and recommit the Difpofal of
myfelf to thy unerring Beneficence. Fully per-
fuaded that thy Counfels; though contrary to my
froward Inclinations, or even afili¢tive to my
Flefh ; are incomparably more eligible, than the
blind Impulfe of my own Will, however footh-
ing to animal Nature.

O a carelefs Infpe&ion, you perceive no Ac-
euracy or Uniformity in the Pofition of the
: heavenly

¢ See Gen. xii. 7, 8.
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heavenly Bodies. They appear like an illuflrious
Chaos; a promifcuous Heap of fhining Globes;
neither ranked in Order, nor moving by Line.
—But, what feems Confufion, s all Regu]anty.
‘What earries a Show of Negligence, is really the
Refult of the moft maﬁerly Contrivance: You
think, perhaps, they rove in their aereal Flight ;
but they rove by the niceft Rule, and without
the leaft Error. Their Circuits; though feem-
ingly devious ; thelr Mazes, though intricate to
our Apprehenﬁons * 5 are marked out, not indeed
with golden Compaﬂc.s, but by the infinitely more
exaét Determinations of the all-wife Spirit.
S0, what wears the Appearance of Calamity,
in the Allotments appointed for the Godly, has
really the Nature of a Bleﬂing It iffues from
fatherly Love, and will terminate in the richefk
Good. If Fofephis fnatched from the Embraces
of an indulgent Parent, and abandoncd to Sla-
very in a foreign Land ; it isin order to fave
the holy Family, from perifhing by Famme, and
to preferve ¢ the Seed, in whom all the Nations
¢ of the Earth fhould be blefled.” If he falls
into the decpeft Dxfgrace, it is on Purpofe that

he
S
% — — Mazes intricate,
Eccentric, intervolv’d ; yet regular
Then moft, when molt irregular they feem.

5 MxL'r"{’
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he may rife to the higheft Honours. Even the
Confinement of the Prifon, by the unfearchable
Workings of Providence, opens his Way to the
Right-hand of the Throne itfelf.—Let the moft
afflicted Servant of Jesus, wait the final Upthot
of Things. He will then difcover the apparent
Expediency of all thofe Tribulations; which
70w, perhaps, he can hardly admit, without Re-
lu@tance; or fuffer, without fome Struggles of
Diflatisfa&ion. Then, the guthing Tear, and
the heaving Sigh, will be turned into Tides of
Gratitude, and Hymns of holy Wonder.
. IN the mean time, let no audacious Railer, pre-
fumptuoufly impeach the Divine Procedure but,
adoring where we cannot comprehend, let us expect
the Evolution of the myfterious Plan, Then, fhall
every Eye perceive; that the feeming Labyrinths
of Providence, were the moft re? and compen~
dious Way; to effet his genérdl Purpofes of
Grace, and to bring about each One’s particular
Happinefs *.—Then, alfo, fhall it be clearly
thewn, in the Prefence of applauding Worlds ;
Why, Virtue pined in Want, while Vice rioted in
VOL. II. M AfHluence,

® — — The moral World,
Which, though to Us it feems embroil’d, moves on
In higher Order; fittéd; and impell'd
By Wifdon’s fineft Hand, and iffuing all
In gen’ral Good.
TrHoms, Wizt, 1. §86, 1aft Edie.
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Afluence. Why, amiable Innocence fo often
dragged the Dungeon Chain, while horrid Guilt
trailed the Robe of State.—That Day of uni-
verfal Audit, that Day of everlafting Retribu-
tion, will not only wvindicate, but magnify, the
whole Management of Heaven. The auguft
Seffions fhall clofe with this unanimous, this glo-
rious Acknowledgment : ¢ Though Clouds and
&< Darknefs, impenetrable by any human Scru-
< tiny, were fometimes round about the fupreme
<t Conduéor of Things; yet Righteoufnefs and
< Sudgment were the conftant Habitation of his
¢¢ Seat * ; the invariable Standard of all his Ad-
¢ miniftrations.”—Thus (if I may illuftrate the
grandeft Truths, by inferior Occurrences) while
we view the Arras, on the Side of lea/? Diftinétion,
it is void of any elegant Fancy ; without any nice
Strokes of Art; nothing but a confufed Jumble
of incoherent Threads. No fooner is the Piece
beheld in it’s proper Afpect, but the fufpected Rude-
nefs vanifhes, and the moft curious Arrangement
takes place.  We are charmed with Defigns of
the fineft Tafte, and Figures of the moft grace-
ful Form. All is thaped with Symmetry; all is
clad in Beauty.

Tue Goodnefi of Gop is moft eminently
difplayed in the Skies.—Could we take an un-
: derftanding

& Pfal. xcvii. 2,
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derftanding Survey, of whatever is formed by the
Divine Architect, throughout the whole Extent
of material Things ; our Minds would be tranf-
ported with their Excellencies, and our Tongues
echo back that great Encomium, They are
¢¢ good, very good *.”  Moft beautiful + in them-
felves ; contrived by unerring Wifdom, and exe-
cuted with inimitable Skill. Moft ufeful +in
their Fun&ions exallly fitting the Places they
fill, and completely anfwering the Purpofes, for
which they were intended.—All the Parts of the
inanimate Creation- proclaim, both by their in-
trinfic and relative Excellencies, the all-diffufive
Beneficence of their Maker.

M 2 How

* Gen.i. 31;

t 1 This zadorayabic of the Univerfe, and all it’s
Parts, has been very highly, and very juftly extolled,
by the antient Inquirers into Natare. = And was, in-
deed, an illufirious Scene, fpread before the Sages of
the Heathen World ; wherein to contemplate the
Goodnefs, and the Glories, of the Supreme Being.—
It was nobly faid, by a Pagan Philofopher, on this Oc-
cafion ; Eig z;w?a yﬂx@’?\nﬂnml 50y Ozoy ysmoﬂm é‘s(uap'ysw.
That GO D, avhen be undertook the Work of Creation,
transformed bimfelf into Love.—But he need not #ran/-
Jorm Himf{elf into this amiable Principle ; for ¢ Gop
¢ is Love.” Aswas much more nobly faid by One,
whom that Philsfopher would have termed a Bar-
barian. 1 Fobn iv. 8. :
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H o w much more wonderful are the Difplays
of Divine Indulgence, in the Worlds of Life!
Becaufe, dead Matter is incapable of Delight 3
therefore, the gracious Creator has raifed innu-
merable Ranks of perceptive Exifience. Such as
are qualified to tafte his Bounty, and enjoy each
a Happine(s fuited to it’s peculiar State.  With
this View, He furnithed the Regions of inferior
Nature, with an Order and a_ Series of fenfitive
Beings.  The aters teem with Shoals of finny
Inhabitants. The dry Land fwarms with Ani-
mals of every Order. The Dwellings of the
Firmament, are occupied by Multitudes of wing-
ed People. Not fo much as a green Leaf, Phi-
lofophers fay, but lodges, and accommodates,
it’s puny animalcule Tenants # —And wherefore

this

* A very celebrated Poet, in a beautiful Paragraph
on this Subje, informs his Readers; That all Na-
zure {warms with Life. In fubterranean Ce/fs, the
Farth heaves with vital Motion. Even the hard
Stone, in the very inmoft Receffes of it’s impenetra-
ble Citadel, holds Multitudes of animated Inha-
bitants. The Pulp of mellow Fruit, and all the
Produdtions of the Orchard, feed the invifible Na--
tions. Bach Liguid, whether of acid Talle, or
milder Relifh, abounds with various Forms of fen-
fitive Exiftence. Nor is the pure Stream, or tran{~
parent Air, without their Colonies of unfeen Peo-

le.—In which Conftitution of Things, we have a
wonderful Inftance, not only of the Divine Good-
nels to thofe minute Beings, in giving them a Capa-

¢ty
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¢his Diverfity, this Profufion of living Creatures ;
flying the Air, treading the Ground, and gliding
through the Paths of the Sea? For this moft
glorious Reafon — That the eternal Sovereign
may exercife his fuperabundant Goodnefs ; that
his Zable may be furnithed, with Millions and
Millions of Guefls ; that he may fill, every Hour,
every Moment, their Mouths with Food, or their
Hearts with Gladnefs.

Bu T, what a fmall Theatre are three or four
Elements, for the Operations of JEHOV AH’s
Bounty ! His magnificent Liberality, fcorns fuch -
fcanty Limits. If you afk, Wherefore has He
created all /7erlds, and replenifhed them with
an unknown Multlp]xClty of Beings; rifing, one
above another, in an endlefs Grad‘atlon of ftill
richer Endowments, and ftill nobler Capacities 2
‘The Anfwer is—For the Manifeftation of his

M 3 owiL

eity for animal Gratifications; but of his tender Care
for Mankind, in makmg them imperceptible to our
Senfes.

— — Thele, conceal'd

By the kind Art of forming Heav’n, efcape
The grofler Eye of Man: Forif the Worlds
In Worlds inclos’d fhould on his Senfes burft ;

. From Cates ambrofial, and the ne@ar’d Bowl,
He’d turn abhorrent ; and, in dead of Night,
When leence fleeps o’¢r all, be ftunn’d with Noife.

THOMSQN's Sur'wr.
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own Glory, and efpecially for the Communication.
of his inexhauftible Beneficence *.—The great
Creator could propofe no Advantage to Himfelf.
His Blifs is incapable of any Addition. ¢¢ Be-
< fore the Mountains were brought forth, or
¢ eyer the Earth and the World were made,”
He was fupremely happy, in his own independent
and all-fufficient Self. His grand Defign therefore,
in ere@ing fo many ftately Fabrics ;5 and peopling
them with fo many Tribes of Inhabitants; was,
"To transfufe his exuberant Kindnefs, and impart
Felicity inall it’s Forms. Ten Thoufand Worlds,
ftocked with Ten thoufand times Ten thoufand
Ranks, of fenfitive and intelligent Exiftence, are
fo many. fpacious Gardens ; which, with Rivers of
communicated Joy, this ever-flowing Fountain
waters continually,

Bounb-

* A facred Writer, confidering this delightful Sub-
je€t; and confining his Obfervation, within the zar-
row Limits of his own Country ; criesout, with a
Mixture of Amazement and Gratitude; How greaé
is bis Goodnefs, andbow great is his Beauty !—Who then
can forbear being loft in Wonder, and tranfported
with Delight ; when he extends his Survey, to thofe
infinitely more copious Communications of Divine Boun-
ty ; which, like {alutary and refrefhing Streams, ron
through all Worlds ; and make, not only the little
Palleys of a fingle Kingdom, bu: the Immenfity of
Creation Jaugh and fing # Zech. ix. 17.
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BounpLEsS*, and (which raifes our Idea
of this divine Principle, to the very higheft De-
gree of Perfection) difinterefted * Munificence!
How inexpreffibly amiable is the blefled G op,
confidered in this charming Light! Is it pofiible
to conceive any Excellence, {o adorable and love-
ly; as infinite Benevolence, guided by unerring
Wifdom, and exerting Almighty Power, on pur-
pofe to make a whole Univerfe happy ?—Q my
Soul, what an zrrefifiible Attraciive is here! What
a moft worthy Objec, for thy moft fervent Affec-
tion! Shall now every glittering Toy, become a
Rival to this tranfcendently beneficent Being, and
rob Him of thy Heart?~—No. Let his all-cre-
ating Arm teach thee, to truft in the Fulnefs of
bis Sufficiency :—Let his all-fuperintending Eye
incline thee, to acquiefce in;the Difpenfations of
his Providence :—And let his Bounty ; fo freely
vouchfafed ; fo amply diffufed ; induce thee to’
love Him, with all the Ardor of a grateful and
admiring Soul : induce thee to /ferve Him, not
with a joylefs-Awe, or flavith Dread, but with
unfeigned Alacrity, and a delightful Compla=-
cency.

M 4 Ir

& * TIn this Senfe, There is none pood, but One, that.
is GOD. None univerfally and eflentially good.
None, whofe Goodnefs extends itfelf, in an infinite
Variety of Bleflings, to every capable Object ; or, who
always difpenfes his Favours, from the /o/2 Principle
of free and difinterefted Bengvolence.
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Ir the Goodnefs of Gop is fo admirably
feen, in the Works of Nature, and the Favours
of Providence? with what a noble Superioriity,:
does it even triumph, in the Myflery of Redemp-
tion* ! Redemption is the brighteft Mirror, in
which to contemplate this moft lovely Attribute
of the Deity. Other Gifts, are only as Mites

. from the Divine Treafury ; but Redemption

opens, I had almoft faid exhaufts, all {he'Stqre.\:
of Indulgence and Grace. Herein, “ Gob
¢ commendeth his Lovet:” not only manifefts,

: but

# Tn this, and inother Parts of the Comtemplations,
the Reader will obferve ;s That the Attributes of the
Derry arereprefented, as fhining, with more diftin-

nithed Luftre, in the Wonders of Redemption, than in
the Works of Creation. If fuch Remarks fhould {feem
to be unprecedented; or to ftand in Need of a Vindi-
cation ; permit me to fubjoin the Sentiments of a great
Critic, equally verfed in Zoth thofe fublime Theories.
——¢ In a perfe&t Orator, He fays, Zully requires fome,
«¢ Skill in the Nature of heavenly Bodies ; * becaufe
< his Mind will become more extenfive and uncon-
¢ fined ; and, when He defcends to treat of human
<t Affairs, He will both think and write in 2 more ex-
¢ alted and magnificent Manner. For the fame Rea-
< {on, that excellent Mafter would have recommended
¢ the Study of thofe great and glorious Myfteries,
<t which Revelation has difcovered to Us ; to which
“< the nobleft Parts of this Syfiem of the World are as much,
<< inferior, as the Creature is lofs excellent than the Cre-
o ator.” Spe. Vol. VIIL Ne 633, e

1 Rom, v. 8.
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but fets it off, as it were, with every bright and
grand Embellifhment : manifefts it in {o ftu-
pendous a Manner, that it is beyond Parallel;
beyond Thought; ¢ above all Blefling and
¢ Praife.”—Was HE not thy Son, Everlafting
G op, thy oulySon; the Son of thy Bofom: from
eternal Ages ; the hizheft Objeét of thy compla-
cential De ht? Was not thy Love to this ada-
rable Son, mcomp'\.ra‘).v greater than the tendereft
Affe&ion of Any, or the united Affe&ions of A/,
mortal Parents ? -Was not the bleffed JEsus
more illuftrious in Excellency, than all Angels;
more exalted in Dignity, than all® Heavens?
Y(L didit thou refign Hin, for poor Mortals ;
for vile Sinners ‘—.,ouxd{‘c thou {ee him delcend,
from his Royal Fhrone ; and take up his Abode,
in the {ordid Stable # fee him forego the Homage
of the belaphlm ; and ftand expofed to the re-
proachful fudignities, of an infolent Rabble?2
See Him arraigned at the Bar; and fentenced to
Death ; numt bered with Malefaétors, and nailed
to the Gibbet ; bathed in his own innocent Blood,
and pouring out his Soul in Agonies of Sorrow ?
—Could the Father, the Father him/elf, with un-
known Philanthropy *, fay ? ¢ It fhall, it fhall,
< be fo! My Pity to rebellious Man pleads, and
<¢ prevails. Awake, thercfore, O Swaord +,
§¢ edged with divine Wrath, Awake; and be
: : ¢¢ fheathed

¢ Pbilantbropy, that is, Loving-kindnefs to Man,
t Zech, xiil. 7.
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<¢ fheathed in that smmaculate Breaft; pierce that
<< dearly beloved Heart, 1 am content, that my
<< Son endure the Sharpnefs of Death, rather than
< finful Mortals perifh for ever.”—Incomprehen-
fible Love! May it henceforward, be the favour-
ite Subjett of my Meditation 5 more delightful to
my mufing Mind, than Applaufe to the ambitious
Ear | May it be the darling Theme of 'my Di/~
courfe ; {weeter to my Tongue, than the Drop-
pings of the Honeycomb to my Tafte! May it
be my choiceft Comfort, through all the Changes
of Life ; and my reviving Cordial, even in the laft
Extremities of Diflolution itfelf!

A PROPHET contemplating, with a dif-
tant Survey, this unexampled Inftance of Al-
mighty Love, is wrapt into a Tranfport of De-
wotion. At a Lofs for proper Acknowledgments,
he calls upon the whole Univerfe to aid his
labouring Breaft, and fupply his Lack of Praife.
Sing melodioufly, ye vaulted Heavens; exult, and
even leap for Gladnefs, thou cumberous Earth;
ye Mountains, break your long Silence, and bur/t
into Peals of loudefi Acclamation * 5 for the L oR D,

by

. * Jfa. xlix. 13.—1I have not adhered to our com-
* mon Tranflation, but endeavoured to preferve, fome-
what more faithfully, the noble Pathos, and inimi-
table Energy, of the facred Original.—The Love of
G o p, manifefted in a Divine and dying Saviour, is
a Blefling of fuch incongeivable Richnefs; as muft

6 render




THE STARRY HEAVENS. 17¢

by this precious Gift, and this great Salvation,
bath comforted bis People. — A facred Hiflorian
hath left it upon Record ; that, at the firft Exhi-
bition of this ravifhing Scene, there was with the
Angel, who brought the biefled Tidings, a Mul-
titude of the heavenly Hoft ; praifing Gop, and
making the Concave of the Skies refound with
their Hallelujahs. At the Dawn of the Sun of
Righteoufnefs, when He was beginning to rife
with Healing in his Wings, the Aorning Siars
fang together, and all the Sozs of GO D fhouted
for Joy.—And fhall AZan, whom this gracious
Difpenfation principally refpects 5 fhall Man, who
is the Centre of all thefe gladdening Rays; fhall
He have no Heart to adore, no Anthem to cele~
brate, This

Love without End, and without Meafure Grace 2
MizrT.

How pure is the State of the Sky, and how
clear it’s Afpe& ! Clearer than the limpid Stream ;
; purer

render all Acknowledgments #a#, and all Encomiums
languid. Yet, I think, the moft poetical and moft em-
phatical Celebration of that unfpeakable Inflance of
Goodnefs, is contained in this raptarous Exclamation
of the Prophet. Which intimates, with a wonderful
Majefty of Sentiment, that even the whole Compafs
of the inanimate Creation ; could it be fenfible of the
Benefir, and capable of Delight; would exprefs it’s
Gratitude, in all thefe Demonftrations of the mof
lively and exuberant Joy,
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purer than the tranfparent Cryftal; and more cu=

rioufly fine, than the polifthed Mirror. That

flately Cieling 5 fretted with Gold, and ftretched !
to an Extent of many Millions of Leagues; is
not disfigured with a fingle Flaw. That azure
Canapy ; embroidered with Stars, and fpacious
enough to form a Covering for unnumbered
Worlds ; is without the leaft Spot or Wrinkle.,
—Yet this, even this, will fcarce yield us, fo
much as a faint Reprefentation of the Divine
Purity,. Gob, is a Gop of matchlefs and
tranfcendent Excellency. His Ways are Up-
rightnefs itfelf. His Counfels and Words are
the very Sanlity of Wifdom and of Truth,
The Laws, which he has given to univerfal Na-
ture ; are exquifitely contrived, and beyond all
Pofibility of Improvement. The Precepts, which
He has appointed for the human Race; are a
complete Summary, of all that is honourable in
itfelf, and perfeGtive of the rational Mind.—
Nat the leaft Ouverfight, in planning a Series of
Events for all Futurity. Not the leaft Mal-admi-
niftration, in managing the Affairs of every Age,
. fince Time began ; and of every Nation, under
the whole Heavens.—Pardon thefe difparaging
Expreflions. -~ A negative Perfe&ion is far, far be-
neath thy Dignity, O Thou mofi Highe/? ¥, In
all

e st

* O Thou mofi Highefi.—This Expreflion occurs
more.than once, in the Pfalms ufed by the Eftablifh-
ed Church. It is, I think, one of thofe Beauties;

5 : which,

e

S
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all thefe Inftances ; in all thy Aéts, and- all thy
Attributes ; Thou art not only holy, but ¢ g/~
¢¢ rious in Holinefs.”

So inconceivably holy is the Lorp Gop of
Hofts, that He fees Defilement even in the Bright-

nefs

which, becanfe often exhibited, generally efcape car
Notice. It is a Superlative formed on a Superlative ;
and, though not firi¢tly conformable to grammatical
Rules, is nobly fuperior to them all.—The Language
{eems to be fenfible of it’s own Deficiency ; when the
incomprehenfible JEnovas is addreffed, or celebrat-
ed. Opprefled, as it were, with the Glories of the
Subje&, it labours after a more emphatical manner of
Dicétion, than the ordinary Forms of Speech afford.—
Itis, if I rightly judge, one of thofe daring and happy
Peculiarities of a mafterly Genius, which Mr. Porz

{o finely defcribes; and, while he defcribes, exem-
plifies :

Great Wits fometimes may glorioufly offend,
And 7ife to Faults true Critics dare not mend ;
From vulgar Bounds with brave Diforder part,
And fnatch a Grace beyond the Reach of Art.

Efjay on Criticiju.

St. Paul’s— spaypsclep®« aoilor 7oy ayws—is a beautiful
Paflage of the like Nature. Which our Tranflators
have very properly rendered ; Lefs than the leafl of all
Saints —His WONNY prohAGY #pEiTaor 1S another Inftance of
the fame Kind. But here the Exngl/ip Vertion fails.
Far better is extremely flaccid, compared with the ner-
«vous Original.  And 1 greatly queflion, whether it is
poflible to tranflaie the Sentence, with equal Concife-

nefs, and with equal Spirit. See Eph. iii. 8. Phil.
i, 23.
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nefs of the Firmament, The living Sapphire of
the Heavens, before his Majefty, lofes it’s Luftre.
Yea, the Stars (though the moft pure and refplen-
dent Part of the Heavens) are not pure in bis
Sight.  Haw much lefs Man, who in his fallen and
depraved State, is but as @ Zerm, that crawls
in the corrupted Carcafe ; and the Son of Man,
who, by reafon of his manifold a@ual Impuri-
ties, 75 too juftly compared to az Infes?, that
wallows amidft Stench and Putrefaétion *? —
Is there not then abundant Caufe, for the moft

irre-

* Job xxv. 5, 6. I fubmit it to the Judgment of
the Learned, Whether this is not the true Meaning
of the Text.—It may not, perhaps, recommend it-
{elf to the fgueamifbly nice Critic; or to thofe Per-
fons who dream of, I know not what, Dignity in
our fallen Nature. But it feems, in Preference to every
other Interpretation, /fuitable to the facred Context;
and is far, far from being injurious to the Charaier
of that apoftate Race, which is ¢ altogether be-
¢ come abominable,” and * is as an unclean
¢ Thing.”—On this Suppofition, there is not only
an apparent, but a very ftriking Contraft, between
the Purity of Goop, and the Pollution of Man.
The Purity of the moft high Gop, which out-
thines the Moon, and eclipfes the Stars; the Pol/ution
of degenerate Man, which, exclufive of a Saviour,
would render hin as loathfome to the all-feeing Eye,
as the vileft Vermin are in ours.—Without afligning
this Senfe to the Paffage, I.cannot difcern the Force
of the Autithefs, nor indeed the Propriety of the
Sentiment. Worms, in the general, give us an Idea
of Meannefs and Infirmity; not of Defilement and Im-

purity.
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irreproachable and eminent of Mankind, to re-
nounce all arrogant Pretenfions; to lay afide
every afluming Air; to take nothing but Shame
and Confufion to themfelves? A holy Prophet,
and a holy Prince, felt fuch humbling Impref-
fions, from a Glimpfe of the uncreated Purity.
I abbor myfelf in Duft and dfhes *, was the
Declaration of the one: 7 am a Man of un-
clean Lips +, the Confeflion of the other.—
Should not this teach us all, to adore the Di-
vine Mercies, for that precious purifying Foun-
tain T ; which was foretold from the Foundation
" of ‘the World ; but was opened at that awful
Jun&ure, when knotty Whips tore the Flefh ;
when ragged Thorns mangled the Temples ;
when fharpened Nails cut frefh Sluices for the
crimfon Current ; when the Gafh of the Spear
compleated the dreadful Work, and forthwith
flowed there, from the wounded Heart, Blod

and Water 2
EspE-

purity. Unlefs they are Infe@s, hatched amidf Pa-
trefa&tion, and confidered in {uch noifome Circum-
flances.—The two Words of the Original, {19 and
nv9n are evidently ufed in this Signification, by Mo-
Jes and Jaiak. By the former, to denote the Vermin,
which devoured the putrefied Manna; by the latter,
to exprefs the Reptiles, which fwarm in the Body that
fees Corruption, Exod. xvi. 20 .lfa. xiv. 11,
* Job xlii. 6. tlfatyiie?

+ In that Day there fball be a Fountain, opened to the
Houfe of David,  and to the Inbabitants of Jerufalem,
JSor Sin and Uncleannefs.  Zech. xiit. 1. :
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EspeciaLLy, fince Gop himfelf faw
no Blemith in his dear Som. He loketh to the
Moon, and it fbincth not : yet his all-penetrating
and jealous Eye, difcerned nothing amifs, no-
thing defeé’hve, in our glorious Rcdtcmcr. No-

_thing amifs ! He bore thls moft illuftrious Tefti-

mony, concerning his holy Child jesus: ¢ In
< Him I am plca_[ud; I am well pleafed; 1 ac-
¢¢ quiefce, with intire Complacency, and with
¢ the higheft Delight, in his Perfon; bis Un-
¢ dertaking ; and the whole Execution of his

n

¢¢ Office.”—How fhould this Thought, enliven

our Hopes, while the other, mortifies our
Pride ? Should not our Hearts {pring within us,
and even leap for Joy; at the repeated Aflu-
rance given us by Revelation, That fuch a di-
vinely excellent Perfon is our Mediator? What
apparent Reafon has every Believer, to adopt
the blefled Virgin’s Exclamation | < My Soul
<< doth magnify t/ye LORD for his tranfcendent
¢ Mercy ; and my Spirit rejoices, not in wide ex-
<t tended Harvefts, waving over my fertile Glebe ¥;
¢ not in Armies vanquifhed, and leaving the pe-
¢ culiar Treafure of Nations for my Spoil #; butin

(14 an

"

~

# * The in{pired Penman, from thefe Two. Occa-
fions of diftinguithed Joy, fets forth the incomparably
greater Delngi which arifes from the Gift of a Savi-
our, and the Bleffing of Redemption. /. ix. wer. 3.
comparcd with wer. 6,
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€ an infinitely richer, nobler Bleffing, even ir
 GOD my Saviour.”—That a Perfon fo fu-
blime and perfe&, has vouchfafed to become my
Surety : to give Himfelf for my Ranfom, in the
World below ; and a& as my Advocate, in the
Royal Prefence above : yea, to make my Recove-
Iy, the Reward of his Sufferings ; my final Feli-
city, the Honour of his mediatorial Kingdom!!

WHEN an innumerable Multitude * of Bo-
dies, many of them more than a Hundred Thou-
Jand Miles in Diameter +, are all fet in Mation :
~—when' the Orbits, in which they perform
their periodical Revolutions, are extended at the
Rate of feveral Hundreds of Aillions :—when
cach has a difliné? and feparate Sphere, for finifh-
ing his vaft Circuit :—when no one knows, what
itis to be cramped; but each moft Jreely expa-
tiates, in his unbounded Career :—when every
one is placed, at fuch an immenfe Remove from
each other; that they appear to their refpe@ive

VOL. IL N Inha-

* This refers, not only to the Planets which pafs
and repafs about our Sun, but alfo to the other Pla.
netary Worlds, which are fuppofed to attend the
feveral fixed Stars.

t The Diameter of Fupiter is calculated ‘at 130,650
Miles, while it’s Orbit is reckoned to confift of
895,134,600,  Which Computation, according to
the Maxims of Aftronomy, and the Laws of Propor-
tion, may, as is taken for granted in the Contem-
plations, be applied to other Planets revolving round
other Suns,
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Inhabitants, only as fo many Spots of Light ==
How aftonifhing muft be the Expanfe, which
yields Room for all thofe mighty Globes, and their
widely-diffufed Operations! T'o what prodigious
Lengths, did the Almighty Builder ftretchhis Line,
when He marked out the ftupendous Platform l—
I wonder at fuch an immeafurable Extent. My
very Thoughts are loft, in this Abyfs of Space.
But, be it known to Mortals 3 be it never forgot
by Sinners 3 that, in all it’s moft furprifing Am-
plitude, itis fmall, itis Jfeanty, compared with
the Bounty and the Mercy of it’s Maker.
His Bounty is abfolutely without Limits¥,
and without End. The moft lavith Generofity
. cannot exhauft, or even diminifh, his Munifi-
cence. OV all ye Tribes of Men; or rather,
all ye Claffes of intelligent Creatures; ye are not
fireightencd in the Liberality of your ever-blefled

Creator 3 be not freightened in your own Expec-
; : iations.

* By Bounty, I mean, not the aftual Exercife, or
the fenfible Effc@ts, of this Excellency in the Deity.
Thefe are, and always zuft le, through the immenfe
Perfe@ion of the Attribute, and the neceflary Scanti-
nefs of the Recipient, bounded. But, I would be
underftood, as {peaking of the Divine Power, and
the Divine #7/; to exert Divine Beneficence. Thele
can have no real, no imaginable Limits. Thefe,
_ after a Profufion of Bleflings, diftributed to un-
numbered Worlds, continued through unnumbered
Ages, muft fi// have more to beftow ; for ewver
have more to beflow ; izfinitely more to beflow, than

it is poflible for Creation itfelf to receive.
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tations. ¢ Open your Mouth wide, and He thall
é fill it,” with copious and continual Draughts
from thg Cup of Joy. Your Gop, on whom is
your whole Dependence, is more than able; is
more than willing ; to < fupply all your Need,
<< according to his Riches in Glory,”—~When the
Lorp JeHOVAH is the Giver, and his Grace
* the Gift3 let your Wifhes be unbounded, and
your Cravings unfatiable. All that created Beings
‘can poffibly covet, is but a very fmall Pittance of
that unknown Happinefs, which the Everlafting
Benefator is ready to beffow. Suppofe every
charitable Difpofition, which warms the Hearts
of the human Race, added to thofe more inlarged
Affections, which glow in heavenly Bofoms;
what were they all, even in their higheft Exer-
cife, compared with the Benignity of the Divine
Nature !—Blefs me¢ then, Thou eternal Source
of Love ; blefs a// that reverence thy holy Name 3
according to thy own moft profufe Goodnefs.
Whofe great Prerogative it is, to difdain all Mea,
fure. O! blefsus, in proportion to that Grace s

theR ichnefs of which (unutterable by the Tongues
N 2 of

* 2 Cor. ix. 8. GOD is able to make all Grace
abound fowards you, that ye, baving all Sufficiency in
all Things, zay abound o every good Work.—How
beautiful, and empbhatical, is this Defcription! In-
ferior to nothing, but that Extent of Ability, and
thofe Riches of Liberality, which it fo eloquently
celebrates. Does it not exbauf all the Powers of
Language; while it attempts to give us a Specimen, of
the Munificence of the Lorp?
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of Men, and of Angels) was once fpoken in the
Groans, and written in the Wounds;” of thy ex-
piring Son ! ' ,
Seactous indeed are thefe Heavens! Where
do they begin > Where 'do they end ! What is
their Extent ? Can Angels anfwer my Queftion 2
Have Angels travelled the vaft Circuit? '‘Can An-
gels meafure the Bounds of -Space 2. No s ’tis
boundlefs, ’tis unknown, ’tis amazing all.—How
charming then to refle&, That the Aercy  of
G OD is ¢ greater than thejHeavens;” is more
extenfive than the Dimenfions of the Sky.
Tranfporting Refletion! Let me indulge Thee
once more *. Let me think over the delightful
Difplays of this lovely Attribute ; and, while I
admire the Zrophies of forgiving Goodnefs, add
one to the Number.—With what amiable and
affecting Colours, is this reprefented in the Pa-
rable

* Opce more vefers to Page 116. of Refleltions on &
Flower-Garden.—The following Pages, to the 187th,
exhibit a digreffue View of the Divine Mercy. I
thought it proper to apprife my Reader of this Ex-
curfion ; though, I hope, it will be needlefs to offer
an Apology, for enlarging upon a Theme incompa-
rably joyous. =~ Who can complain ~of “Tédioufnefs,
while I fpeak Confolation to diftrefled, and Reco-

. very to ruined Creatures ? The Divine Mercy is the
fole Fountain of all our prefent and future Bleflings.
Tn Conformity to this benign Autribute, human
Hopes arife, and human Felicity flows. Who,
therefore, can be weary of wieaving and revicwing s
when the Lengths and Breadths of forgiving Grace,
are the ravifhing Profpeét 2
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vable of the Prodigal! What could induce that
foolith Youth, to forfake his Father’s Houfe?
Had he not been tenderly cherifhed by the good
Parent; and loaded with Benefits, from: his in-
dulgent Hand ? Were not the Reftraints of pa-
rental Government, an eafly Yoke? or rather, a
Prefervative from Ruin 2 Notwithftanding every
endearing Obligation, he revolts from his Duty ;
and launches into fuch fcandalous Irregularities,
as were difhonourable to his Family, and de-
ftructive to himfelf. — When Neceflity, not
Choice, but fharp Neceflity drove him to a fub-
miffive’ Return; does the injured Father ftand
aloof, or fhut his Doors? Quite the Reverfe.
He efpies him, while he is yet a great Way ofs
and, the Moment he beholds the profligate Youth,
He bas- Compaffion on him. .His Bowels yearn ;
they ¢¢ found like an Harp,” touched with Notes
divinely foft. He never once thinks of his ungra-
cious Departure, and infamous Debaucheries.
Pity, parental Pity, paflfes an A& of Oblivion ;
and, in one Inftant, cancels a Series of long-con-
tinued Provocations.—So ftrong are the Work-
ings of fatherly Affetion ; that he is almoft im-
patientto embrace the naked and deftitute Wretch,
The Son’s Pace is flow, He arofe and came; the
Father’s is {wift, He fprung forth (aged as he
was) and ran. And is there a fingle Frown in
his Brow, or one upbraiding Word on his

"Tongue ?—Inftead of loathing the fordid Crea-

ture, or reproaching him for his odious Exceffes ;
N 3 he
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he falls on his Neck, clafps Him in his Arms, and’
hugs him to his Bofom. Inftead of difowning
the riotous Spendthrift, or rejecting him for his
undutiful Behaviour; He receives and welcomes
Him with Kiffes of Delight. He rejoices, at his
Return from Extravagance and Vice; as he for-
merly rejoiced, on the Day of his Nativity.—
When this Companion of Harlots opens his
Mouth, before he fpeaks, the Father hears. He in~
terrupts him, in the midft of his intended Speech.
The Overflowings of his compaffionate Heart can
brook no Delay. He feems to be wneafy himfelf,
till he has made the afflicted Penitent glad, wnth
the Aflurance of his Acceptance, and the chonce&
of his Favours.—While the poor abafhed Offen-
der feeks nothing more, than not to be abhorred 3
he is thoroughly reconciled, and honoured before.
the whole Family. Wahile he requefts no other
Indulgence, than only to be treated as the meanef}
Servant 3 he is cloathed with the bz Robes heis
feafted with the fatted Calf'; he is carefled as the
deareft of Children.—Was there ever {o bright
and winning a Piéture, of the tendereft Mercy 3
moft freely vouchfafed, even to the moft unwor-
{ thy of Creatures? Yet thus, my Soul 3 and thus,
my Fellow-finner; will the Lorp Gob of
everlafting Compaffions receive us if, fenfible
of our Mifery, and thirfting for Salvation, we
turn to him through JEsus CERIsT. =
WHERE Sin bas abounded, fays the Pro-
clamation from the Court of Heaven, Grace
doth
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doth much more abound.— Manaffeh was a Monfter
of Barbarity ; for He caufed his.own Children to
pafs through the Fire, and filled Ferufalem with
innocent ‘Blood. ** Manaffeh was an Adept .in
Iniquity ; for-He not only multiplied, and to an
extravagant Degree, his own facrilegious Impie-
ties ; but he poifoned the Principles, and per-
verted the Manners of his Subjects, making. them
i0 do worfe than the moft deteftable of the Heathen,
Idolaters *. Yet, through this fuper-abundant
Grace, He is humbled ; He is reformed ; and be-
comes a Child of forgiving Love, an Heir of im~
mortal Glory.—Behold that bitter and bloody Per-

fecutor Saul; when, breathing out Threatenings +5
and:

* See 2 Chron, xxxiil.

T Afs iX. 1. Zan® i eumewr amais xz Qo
Saul yet breathing out Threatening and Slaughier.
—What a Reprefentation is here of a Mind, mad
with Rage, and abandoned to the fiercel Extremes
of Barbarity ! I {carce know, whether I am more
Jbacked at the Perfecutor’s favage Difpofition, or
charmed with the Evangelift’s lively Defcription,—
The Adverb ¢l feems referable to Chap. viii. Ver. 3.
and has, in this Connexion, a pecualiar Force. The
Havock he had committed, the inoffenfive Families
he had a/ready ruined, were not {ufficient to aflwage
his vengeful Spirit. They were only a 7affe; which,
inftead of glutting the Blood-hound, made him more
clofely purfue the Track, and more eagerly -pant
for Deftra&tion.—He is f#i// athirlt for Violence and
Murder. So eager and infatiable is his Thirf}, that
he even breathes out Threatcning and Slaughter.
His Words are Spears and Arrows, and his Tongue

N ¢ a
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and'bent upon Slaughter, he worried: the Lambs,
and:put to Death the Difciples of Jesus. Who,
upon the Principles of human Judgment, would not
have pronounced Him a Veflel of Wrath,-deftined
to unavoidable Damnation ? Nay, would ot
have: been ready to. conclude; that, if there
were heavier Chains, and a deeper Dungeon, in
the World of Woe'; they muft furely be referv-
ed; for.{uch an implacable Enemy of true Godli-
nefs ?:Yet, (admire,’and adore,. the inexhauftible
Treafures of Grace !) this Sax/, is admitted into
the goodly” Fellowfhip of the Prophets; is num-
bered ‘with the noble Army of Martyrs ; and
makes a diftinguithed Figure, among the glori-
dusiCompany of the Apoftles.—The Corinthians,
were flagitious even to a Proverb. Some of
them wallowed in fuch abominable Vices, and
habituated themftlves to fuch outrageous Aéts of
Injuftice, as were a Reproach to human Nature.
Yet, -even thefe Sons of Violence, and Slaves of
Senfuality, ¢ were wathed; were' faniified ;
<< were juftified *.” Wafhed, in the precious Blood
of a dying Redeemer ; fanciified, by the power-

ful

a fharp Sword. ’Tis as natural for him to menace
theChriftians, as to breathe ‘the -Air.—Nay, they
bléed every Hour, -every Moment, in the Parpofes of
his rancorous Heart.. It is only owing to Want of
Power, that every Syllable he utters; every Breath he
draws, does not deal about Deaths, and caufe fome
of the‘innocent Difciples to fall.

* 1 Cor, vi, g, 10, 11,
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ful Operations of the Blefled Spirit 5 jzd/i/[gd
through the mﬁmtely tender Mercies of a’graci-
ous G 0 D. Tnofe, who were once the Burdcn
of the Earth, are now the _on of He,.vcn, and
the Delight of Angels.

TuEeRE is: another Inftance in. Scripture,
which moft loudly pub]lfhes that fweeteft of the
DlvmeNames,Tbe LORD,the LORD GOD,
meraful and gracious, long-fujfering, and abundant
in Gaadm:ﬁ and Truth; keeping Mercy for Thou-
Jands, forgiving ]mguzt_y, Tranfgreffion, and Sin *
An Inftance this, which exceeds all the former 3
which exceeds whatever can be imagined ; which
if I was to forget, "the very Stones mxght cry out,
and found it in my Ears. I mean the Cafe of
thofe Sinners, who murdered the Prince of Peace,
and LoRrD of Glory.—Thefe Men, could fcarce
have the Shadow of an Excufe for their Crime
hardly a Circumﬁance, to extenuate their Guilt.
They were well acquainted with his exemplary
Converfation ; they had often heard his heavenly
Dolrines ; they were almoft daily Spettators of
his unequalled Miracles. They therefore had all
po{ﬁble Reafon to honour me, as the moft illuf-
trious of Beings ; and to receive” his Gofpel, as
the moft mc[hmable of Bleflings. Yet, notwith-
ftanding all thefe engaging Motives to love
Him, even above their own Lives; they feize his
Perfon ; afperfe his Charadler; drag him before
a heathen  Tribunal ; and extort a Sentence of

Death,

* Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7.
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Death, againft Innocence and Holinefs itfelf.
Never was the vile# Slave, fo contumelioufly
abufed ; nor the moft cxecrable Malefattor, fo
barbaroufly executed. The Sun was confound-
ed at the fhocking Scene; and one cannot but
wonder, how the avenging Lightnings could
with-hold their ¥lathes. The Earth trembled at
the horrid Deed 5 and why, why did it not cleave
afunder, and open a Paflage, for fuch Blood=
thirfty Mifcreants, into the nethermoft Hell ? ;

Shall Thefe ever hope to obtain Forgivenefs, from
the righteous Judge? Shall not 74 be con-
figned over to inexorable Wrath, and the fevereft
Torments ?—O the miraculous Effe&s of Divine
Grace! O the triumphant Goodnefs of Gob
our Saviour! Many, even of thefe impious
Wretches, at the Defcent of the Holy Ghott,
were convinced of their miferable State; were
wounded with penitential Remorfe ; fled to the
Sanctuary of, the Crofs ; had their Pardon ratified
by the baptifmal Seal; and, continuing in the
Apoftles Do&rine, were made Partakers of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Where they now fhine,
as fo many everlatting Monuments of moft diftin~
guithed Mercy; and receive Beatitude paft Ut-
terance, from that very Redeemer, whom once

¢¢ with wicked Hands they crucified and flew.”
WELL might the Prophet cry out, with a
pleafing Amazement ; ¢ Who isaGob like unto
¢ Thee, that pardoneth Iniquity, and pafleth by
¢ Tranfgreffion ® 1”—Let all Fleth know af-
furedly 3

* Mic, vii, 18,
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furedly ; let all Flefh rejoice greatly 5 That with
the LoRrD there is fuch Mercy, -and with his
CurisT fuch plentiful Redemption.—And O for
the Voice of an Arch-Angel, to circulate the
Glad-Tidings through the Univerfe. That the
American Savage, as well as the European Sage,
may learn the exceeding Riches of Grace in Chrift.
Through whofe infinitely great Propitiation, all
Manner of *Sin, Barbarity, and Blafphemy, are
freely forgiven unto Men.

WaaT a grand, and majeftic Dome, is the
Sky! Where are the Pillars, which fupport the
ftately Concave ! What Art, moft exaltly true,
balanced the Preffure? What Props, of infuper-
able Strength, fuftain the Weight? How is that
immeafurable Arch upheld, unfhaken and unim-
paired 3 while fo many Generations of bufy Mor-
tals, have fun and difappeared, as Bubbles upon
the Stream ?—If thofe Stars are of fuch an amaz-
ing Bulk ; how are they alfo fa/lened, in their lofty
Situation ? By what Miracle in Mechanics, are fo
many Thoufands of ponderous Orbs, kept from
falling upon our Heads ; kept from dafhing, both
the World to Pieces, and it’s [nhabitants toDeath ?
Are they hung in golden, or adamantine, Chains ?
Reft they their enormous Load, on Rocks of Mar-
ble, or Columns of Brafs i—No; they are pendu-
Dous in fluid Ather. Yet, are more immoveably
fixed, than if the everlafling Mountains lent their
L Forelts,
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Forefts, for an Axle-Tree 5 or their Ridges, for 2
Bafis. The Almighty Archite® flretches our 1he
North, and it’s whole ftarry Train, over the empty
Place. He hangs the Earth, and all the ethereal
Globes, upon nothing %, Yet are their Founda-
tions laid o fure, that they can ““never be moved
¢¢ atany Time.”
No unfit Reprefentation, to the Jencere Chrif-
tian, of his final Perfeverance + : fuch as points
i ey out
: * Job xxvi. 7. '
T With regard to” the Jinal Perfeverance of the
true Believer ; I am fenfible, this Point is not a lit-
tle controverted.—The Sentiments, which follow,
are my fledfaft Belief. It is by no means proper,
ina Work of this' Nature, to enter upon a Difcuflion
of the Subjeét. Neither have I Room, fo much as
to hint, what might be urged for it’s Support.—Let
my Reader obferve, that I am far from declivering i,
as eflential to Chriftianity, or neceflary to Salvation.
Millions, of the very contrary Conviétion, are, I
doubt not, high in the Favour of Gop; and in a
growing Meetnefs, for his heavenly Kingdom. As
I blame none for r¢jeciing, none, [ hope, will be of-
fended with me for ¢fpoufirg, this particular Dodtrine,
—To be of different Opinions, at Jeaft in fome
inferior Inftances, feems an unavoidable Confcqucnce
of our prefent State - where Zgnorance, in Part,
cleaves to the wifeit Minds 5 and Prejudice eafily be-
fets the moft impartial Judgments. “This may turn
tG our common Advnntage; and aftford Room for
the Difplay and Exercife of thole /ealing Virtues,
Moderation, Meeknefs, and Forbearance.—Let me
only be permitted to afk, whether this Tenet does
not evidently tend to eflablifh the Comfort of the
Chriflian, and to magnify the Fidelity of Gop our
Saviour ?
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out the Caufe, which effeéts it; and conftitutes
the Pledge, which afcertains it,.—His Nature is
all enfeebled. He is not able, of himfelf, to
think a good Thought. He has no wifible

Safeguard, nor any Sufficiency of his cwn. And

yet,
Saviour? Whether, far from countenancing Sloth,
or encouraging Remifinefs, to 4uowv that our Labour
fhall not be in vain, is not the moft prevailing In-
ducement to abound in the Work of the Lorp!
1 Cor. xv. 58.

Is any One inclined to examine the Reafons,
which made the Author a Profelyte to this Perfua-
fion? He may find them'difplayed in the Memorial,
delivered by feveral fele&t and eminent Divines of the
Church of England, at the renowned Synod of Dordt.
— (See Aéta Synod. Dordrech. Par. I1. Pag. 246. of the
Latin Edition, publifhed in a fingle Quarto Volume.)
—Thofe, who have no Opportunity of confulting the
Memoirs of that venerable Aflembly; I would refer
to the Works of the indefatigable and very learned
Turretin, or to thofe of the candid and elegant 7771/ius.
~—Turret. Tom. II. Q. xvi. Witf. Oecon. Lib. 1IL
Chap. xiii.

The lateft and fulleft View of the Point, whichI
ever remember to have met with, in any of our
Englifb Writers, isin the Lime-flrest Leciures. Which
are a Defence of feveral moft important Doérines of
the Gofpel, and contained in two O&avo Volumes ;
the united Labours of #ize modern Divines; moft
of whom, are we// known to the World by their other
evangelical and ufeful Writings. In thofe Lectures,
the final Perfeverance of the Saints, is very parti-
cularly ftated ; and, tozy Apprehenfion at leaft, moft
fatisfaorily proved. The Arguments, ufually urged
againft it, are impartially confidered ; and 1 cannot
but think (with all due Deference tothe Judgment of
others) unanfwerably confuted.

5 And
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yet, whole Legions of formidable Enemies; are in
a Confederacy to compafs his Ruin.  The #rld;
lays unnumbered Snares for his Feet : the Dewil, is
inceflantly urging the Siege, by a Multitude of
fiery Darts, or wily Temptations: the Fle/b, like
a perfidious Inmate, under Colour of Friendfhip;
and a fpecious Pretence of Pleafure, is always for-
ward to betray his Integrity.—But, amidft all
thefe threatening  Circumftances, of perfoan
“Weaknefs, and imminent Danger, an invifible
Aid is his Defence. ¢ 7 will uphold thee, fays the
¢ blefled G o », with the Right Hand of my Righ-
€< teoufnefs *.”  Comfortable Truth! The Arm;
which fixes the Stars in their Otders, and guides
the Planets in their Courfe, is ftretched out to
preferve the Heirs of Salvation. ¢ —A4y Sheep;
¢ adds the great Redeemer, are mine ; and they
<< fhall never perifbs neither jball any pluck them out
< of my Hand +.” What Words are thefe! And
did they come from H1m, who hath all Power in
Heaven, and on Earth ? And were they fpoke to
the weakeft of the Flock ; to every unfeigned Fol-
lower of the great Shepherd ? Then, Omnipo=
tence itfelf muft be vanguifhed; before they can
3 be
Aud here (not to fwell this Note any farther) I
fhall only joit hint, chat the judicious Hosker (an
Authority, perhaps, as weighty and unexceptionable
as any that can well be produced) gives a folemn At-
teflation 1o this Tenet, in a fhort Difcourfe on the Per2
petuity of Faith, {ubjcined 1o his Ecclefiaftical Polity,.
Yol. Edit.
B lfa yliso) + John x, 28,
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be defiroyed, either by the Seduétions of Fraud,
or the Affaults of Violence:

1F you afk therefore, What Security we have,
of enduring to the End, and continuing faithful
unto Death ?—The very fame that eftablifhes the
Heavens, and fettles the Ordinances of the Uni-
verfe. Can thefe be thrown into Confufion * 2
Then, may the true Believer draw back unto
Perdition. Can the Sun be diflodged from his
Sphere, and rufh lawlefly through the Sky?
Then, and then only, can the Faith of Gop’s
Eleét + be finally overthrown.—Be of good Cou-
rage” then, my Soul; rely on thofe Divine Suc-
cours, which are fo folemnly ftipulated, fo faith-
fully promifed. Though thy Grace be languid, as
the glimmering Spark ; though the Overflowings
of Corruption, threaten it with total Extinction ;
yet, fince the great JEHOVAH has undertaken to
cherifh the dim Principle, ¢ many Waters can-
¢¢ not quench it, nor all Floods drown it.”” Nay,
though it were feeble as the fmoking Flax 1, Good-
nefs and Faithfulnefs ftand engaged, to augment
the Heat; to raife the Fire, and feed the Flame ;
till it beam forth, a Lamp of immortal Glory, in

the Heavens.
As

Eelenixxxinae a6 + Tit i 2,

+ The Tenderne/s and Faithfulnes of Gop to
his People, are finely piGtured by the Prophet Jaiab,
Chap. xlii. Ver. 3. Which Paffage, becaufe of it’s
rich Confolation, and uncommen Beauty, is deferved-
ly adopted by St. Matthew, and ingrafied into the

5

Syltemn,
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As to the Faithfulnefs of a covenanting G op,
this may be emblematically feen, in the Stability
of the heavenly Bodies, and the Perpetuity of their
Motions *.—Thofe that are fixed or_flationary,
continue unalterable in their grand Elevations.
No injurious Shocks ; no Violence of confliting
Elements ; are able to difplace thofe everlafting
Hinges, on which dependent Worlds revolve,
Through the whole Flight of Time, ‘they re-

= cede

Syftem of evangelical Truths.—He «wil/ ot him-
felf breaf, nor fuffer to' be broken by any other,
the bruifed Reed; uor quench the fmoking Flax. Was
it pofiible, to have chofen two more delicate, and ex-
preflive Reprefentations ? — Could any Image, be
more fignificant of “a“very infirm, and enfeebled
Faith ; than the flexile Reed, that bends before every
Wind ? Which, befides it’s natural Weaknefs, is made
-abundantly weaker by being éruifed: and fo, is ready
to fall in Pieces of itfelf.—Or could any Thing,
with a more pathetical Exaétnefs, defcribe the ex-
treme Imbecillity, of thatother Principle of the Di-
vine Life, Lowe 2 The State of the Flax, juft begin-
ning to burn, is liable to be put out by the leaft
Blaft: more liable ftill, is the Wick of the Lamp,
when it is not fo much as kindled into a glimmer-
ing Flame, but only &reathing Smoke, and uncertain
whether it fhall take Fire or no.—Yet true Faith,
and heavenly Love, thongh fubfifting amidft fuch
pitiable Infirmities, will not be abandoned by their
great Author; fhall not be extinguithed by any
‘Temptations ; but bz maintained, invigorated, and’
made finally triumphant.  Marz. xii. zo.
* Pfal. cxix, 89, go.
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¢ede not, fo much as a Hair’s Breadih, from the
precife central Point of their refpective Syftems,
—While the Erratic, or Planctary, perform their
prodigious Stages, without any Intermiffion; or
the leaft Embarraffment. - How foon, and how
eafily, is the moft finithed: Piece of human Ma=
chinery difconcerted! But all the celeftial Moye-
ments, are'{o nicely adjufted; all their‘Operations,
{o critically proportioned ; and: their mutual? De=
pendencies, fo ftrongly conne@eds that they pro-
long their beneficial Courfes, throughout all Ages.
~—While mighty Citits are overwhelmed with Ruiny
and their ‘very Names Ioft' in “Oblivion s “While
vafl Empires aré {wept from their ‘Foundations,
and leave not fo much as a fhadowy Trace of
their antient Magnificence: While al #erreftrial
Things are fubje& to Viciflitude, and flu&tuating
in Uncertainty: Zhefe are‘permanént in ' their
Duration. %/ are invariable in their Fun&iors.
¢ Not one faileth.”—Who doubts the éonftant
Succeffion, of Day and Night; or the regular
Returns, of Summer and Winter? And why, O'1
why fhall we doubt the Veracity of Go b, or dif-
truft the Aecomplifbment of his: holy Word? Can
the Ordinances of Heaven depart? Then only:

. can G o forget to be gracious; or neglect the

Performance of his Promife:~Nay, our Lor p.
gives us yet firmer Ground of Affiance. He afe
fords us ' a furer Bottom for our F aith, than the

VoL, 11, O Sunda-
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fundamental Laws of the Univerfe, . Heaven and
Earth, He fays, fball pafs aways but.my Words
Jhall-nots in-a fingle Inftance, or in one Tittle of
their Import, pafs.away. . No : his facred Word,
whatever may obftruct it ;. whoever may oppofe
it;; dhall be fulfilled toithe very uttermoft.
-5 @ ipowverfiil Wordi} How aftonifhing is it’s Ef~
ficacyl: When this Word .was. iffued., forth, a
thoufdnd: Worldsemerged outiof nothing. Should
the mighty Orders be repeated, a:thoufand more
would fpring into Exiftence. = By this Word, the
yaft: Syftem (of created Things is upheld, in con-
fant, and immutable: Perfeion. Should it give
Command, or ceafe to. exert it’sEnergy ; the
univerfal, Frame would be difiolved, and all Na-
ture revert to her-original Chaos. ; And this very
Word is pledged for the- Safety,  the Comfort,
the, Happinefs of. the Godly. This_inviolable,
this Almighty Word, fpeaks in all the Promifes
of .the,  Gofpel.—How ftrangely. infatuated are
our Souls, that we fhould value it fo_little ?
What Infidels are we in fa&, that we fhould
depend upon' it no.more! Did it create, what-
ever has a Being; and fhall it not work Faith, in
our Breafts? Do unnumbered Worlds, owe their
Support to this Word; and fhall it notbe fuffi-
cient, to buoy up our Souls in Troubles, or efta-
blith them in Trials? Is it the Life of the Uni-
verfe, and fhall itbe a dead Letter to Mankind ?
7 . Ir




tue STARRY HEAVENS, 15

Ir I wifh to be heard, when I implore hea-
venly Bleflings ; is not #4is Privilege moft clear-
ly made over to my Enjoyment, in that well-
krown Text, « Afk, and it fhall be given you * 7
—If T'long for the Eternal Comforter, to dwell in
my Heart, and fan&ify my Naturé; haye I not an
apparent Title to this high Prerogative, conferred
in'that fweet afertive Interrogation’; ¢ How much
“ more fhall your heavenly Father, give the Holy
<€ Spirit to thofe that afk him T8°—If I earneftly
‘covet the ineftimable Treafures, that are com-
prifed in the great IMMANUETL’S Mediation ;
can I have a firmer Claim to the noble Portion,
than is granted in that moft precious Scripture 3
¢ Him that cometh to Me, I will in no-wife
¢ caft outf ?’~What Aflurance, of being in-
terefted in thefe unfpeakable Mercies, would I
defire ? What Zurm of Conveyance ; what Deed .
of Settlement ; were it left to my own Option,
thould I choofe ? Here is the Word of a King;
the King immortal and invifible; all whofe De-
clarations | are Truth itfelf,.—If 4 Monarch
beftow Immunities on a Body of Men, and con-
firm them by an authentic Charter ; no one con-

() s troverts,

® Matt. vii.7.  + Lukexi. 13. T John vi. 37.
| ——— —If thefe fail,
The pillar'd Firmament is Rottennefs,
And Earth’s Bafe built on Stubble,
i M1z 1, Comu,
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troverts, no one queftions, their Right to the
Royal Favours. And why fhould we fufpect
_the Validity of thofe glorious Grants, which are
‘made by, the everlafting Sovereign of Natures;
which He has alfo ratified by an Oath, and fealed
with the Blood of his Scn ?—Corporations may
‘be disfranchifed, and Charters -revoked. Even
‘Mountains may be removed, and Stars drop from
_their Spheres. -But a Tenure, founded on the
Divine Promife, is unalienably fecure; is lafling,
as Eternity itfelf. G

- W E have endeavoured to fpell a Syllable of the
‘eternal Name, in the ancient Manufcript of the
Sky. We have catched a Glimpfe of the Al-
mighty’s Glory, from the Luftre of innumerable
Stars. But, would we behold all his Excellen-
cies, pourtrayed in full PerfeGion 3 and drawn
to the very Life; let us attentively confider the
R EDEEMER.—] obferve, there are fome Parts
“of the Firmament, in which the Stars feem, as it
were, to clufler. They are fown thicker, they
lie clofer, than ufual; and ftrike the Eye, with
redoubled Splendor.  Like the Jewels on a
_‘Crown, they mingle their Beams; and refleét
an Increafe of Brilliancy, on each other.—Is
there not fuch an Affemblage, fuch a Confiellation
of the Divine Honours, moft amiably effulgent
in the blefled JEsUs.

DoEs
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D o £s not infinite #ifdom * fhine, with fur-
pafling Brightnefs, in Cur1sT? To the Making
of a World, there was no Obftacle; but to the
Saving of Man, there feemed to be unfurmount-
able Bars. If the Rebel is fuffered to efcape ;
where is the inflexible Fuflice, which denounces
¢ Death as the Wages of Sin ?”” If the Offender
is thoroughly pardoned ; where is the invioladle
Veracity, which has folemnly declared, ¢ The
¢ Soul that finneth, thall die?” Thefe awful
Attributes are fet in terrible Array ; and, like an
impenctrable Battalion, oppofe the Salvation of
apoftate Mankind. Who can fuggeft a Method
to abfolve the traiterous Race yet vindicate
the Honours of Almighty Sovereignty? This is
an Intricacy, which, the moft exalted of finite In-
telligencies, are unable to clear.—But, behold the
unfearchable Secret revealed ! revealed in the won-
derful Redemption; accomplifhed by adying Sa-
viour ! So plainly revealed, that ¢ He who runs
¢ may read ;” and even Babes underftand, what
Minds of the deepeft Penctration could not con-
trive.—The Son of Gon, taking our Nature,
obeys the Law, and undergoes Death, in our
ftead. By this means, the threatened Curfe is
executed, in all it’s Rigour; and free Grace is
exercifed, in all it’s Riches. Juftice maintains
her Rights, and, with a fteady Hand, adminif-

O 3 ters
* See the next Note,
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ters impartial Vengeance ; while Mercy difpenfes
her Pardons, and welcomes the repentant Criminal
into the tendereft Embraces, Hereby, the feem-
ingly thwarting Attributes are reconciled. The
Sinner is faved, not only in full Confiflence, with
the Honour of the fupreme Perfections; but to
the moft il/uftrious Manifeflation of them all.
“WuERE does the Divine Power * fo fignally
exert itfelf, asin the Crofs of CHRIST, and in
the Conquefts of Grace?—QOur Lor b, in his
Joweft State of Humiliation, gained a more glo-
rious Victory ; than when, through the dividing
Sea, and the wafte howling Wildernefs, He
¢¢ rode upon his Chariots and Horfes of Salva-
<¢ tion.” When his Hands were riveted, with
Trons, to the bloody Tree; He difarmed Death of
it’s Sting, and plucked the Prey from the Jaws of
Hell. Then, even then, while he was crucified
in WWeaknefs, He vanquithed the frong Man, and
fubdued our moft formidable Enemies. Even
then, he fpoiled Principalities; triumphed over
the Powers of Darknefs; and led Captivity cap-
tive.—Now he is exalted to his heavenly Throne,
with what a prevailing Efficacy does his Grace
go

* Cur1sT, the Wifdom of GOD, and the Power
of GOD. 1 Cor. i. 24.—T0 the Intent that now, un-
to the Principalities and Powers in heavenly Places, might
be knowon by the Church (by the amazing Contrivance,
and Accomplithment of it’s Redemption) #e deep,
extenfive, and (worvwaninos) greatly diverfified Wifdom of
0D. Eph.ii. 10,
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go forth, ¢ conquering, and to cbnquer}”;Bj
this, the Slavesof Sin are refcued from their Bon~
dage, and reftored to the Ziberzy of Righteoufnefs.
By this, depraved Wretches, whofe Appetites
were fenfual, and their Dilpofitions devilifp ; “are
not only renewed, but rencwed after the Image
of G oD, and made Partakers of a Divine Na-
ture. Millions, Millions of loft Creatires® are
fnatched, by the Interpofition of Grace, like
Brands from the Burning ; ‘and, tranflated into
everlafting Manfions, fhihe brighter than the
Stars, fhine bright as the Sz, in the King-
dom of their Father. — :

WouLp you then fee an bincompAarably more
bright Diiplay of the Divine Excellence, than the
unfpotted Firmament, the Spangles of Heayen, or
the golden Fountain of Day exhibit ? Contem=
plate JEsus of Nazareth. He is the Bright-
nefs of his Father’s Glery, and ‘the exprefs
Image of his Perfon. In his immzculate Nature ;
in his heavenly Tempers; in his moft holy Life 3
the moral Perfections of the Delty are reprefented,
to the higheft Advantage *.—Hark | how Mercy,
with her charming. Voice, fpeaksin all He ut-
ters, < See ! how Benewolence pours her choiceft
Stores, in all He does. Did ever Compaffion

O st o

. * In this Seﬁfe, that Saying of our Lowrp is emi-
vently wue, He thar hath jen ME, hath Jeen the
FATHER. John xiv. g :
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look fo amiably foft, as in thofe pitying Tears 3
which. fwelled his Eyes, and trickled down his
Checks, to bedew the Rancour of his invete-
rate Enemies? — Was it poffible for Patience
to aflume 2 Form fo lovely; as that {weetly-
winning Conduct, which bore the Contradiction
of Sinners? Which intreated the Obftinate, to
be reconciled ; befought the Guilty, not to die 7—
In other Things, we may find fome fattered
Raysiof JEHOVAH'S Glory; butin CHRIST
they are all colle@ed and united. In CHRIST
they beam forth, with the ftrongeft Radiance,
with the moft delightful Effulgence, Out of Sion,
and in, Sion’s great Redeemer, hath G O D ap-
peared in perfelt Beauty.

 SearcH then, my Soul, above all other
Purfuits, fearch the Records of redeeming Love.
Let thefe be the principal Obje&s of thy Study.
Here employ thyfelf, with the moft unwearied
Afliduity.—In thefe are hid all the: Treafures of
Wifdom and Knowledge *. Such Wifdom; as
5 : charms

"% Colof; ii. 3.— Not a mean Degree, but a
Tyiafure ; not one Treafure, but many; not many
only; but a// Treafures, of true Wifdom,. and faving
Knowledge; are in CurisT, and his glorious Gof-
pel.—The tranfcendent Excellency of thofe Treafures
{eems to be finely intimated, in that other Expref-
fion emonpupar, bid; (which may be interpreted by
the Hebrewo NNDOD, Fob iii. 21.) laid up, with
the utmoft Care, and the greateft Safety, Not left

5 - - at
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charms and aftonifhes the very Angels: En-
gages their clofeft Attention, and fills them with
the deepeft Adoration *. Such Knowledge; as qua-
lifies the Poffeffor, if not for Offices of Digni-
ty on Earth, yet for the moft honourable Ad-
vancements in the Kingdom of Heaven. Dif-
united from which Knowledge, all Application is
but elaborate Impertinence 3 and all Science, no
better than pompous Ignorance.—Thefe Records
contain the faultlefs Model of Duty, and the

: nobleft

at all Adventures, to be ftumbled upon, by every
giddy Wanderer; or to fall into the Arms of the
yawning Sluggard ; but, Iike Jewels of the brightelt
Luftre, or Riches of the higheft Value, kept in Store
to adorn and reward the diligent Searcher.

# This, I believe, is the Zmport of the Apofile’s
Language, though itis not a literal Tranflation of
g a svrg()up,wmv wa?\os mupzxv\].«m. 1 Pet. i, 12.—I ne-
ver had fuch a lively Apprehenfion of the beautiful
Significancy of the laft Word, as when I have at-
tended a Diffe@tion of fome Part of the animal
Body. In order to difcern the Minutie of the ad-
mirable Frame; the latent Wonders of Art and
Mechanifim; the Eye is {o {harpened, and it’s Appli-
cation fo intenfely bended, as gives a very juft experi-
mental Comment on that expreflive Phrafe, weparvdas.
—With {fuch earneft Attention, is the everlafting
Gofpel contemplated, by the Angelic Orders! How
much more, if it were poffible, does it deferve the
devout and inceflant Confideration of Auzan Minds 2
Since by lem, it is not only to be fpeculated, as a
bright and ravithing Difplay of the Divine Atcri-
butes ; but to be applied to their fallen Mature, asa
molt benign Scheme of recovering Grace ; as the fure
and only Method of obtaining Life and Immortality.
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nobleft Motives to Obedience. Nothing fo pow-
erful, to work a lively Faith, and a joyful Hope ;
as an attentive Confideration of our Lorp’s un-
utterable Merits. Nothing fo fovereign, to anti-
dote the peftilential Influence of the World, and
deliver our Affe&ions from a Slavery to ignoble
Obje&ts; as an habitual Remembrance of his
extreme Agonies. The genuine, the ever-fruit.
ful Source of all Morality, is the unfcigned Love
of CHR1sT; and the Crofs, the Crosss, is the
appointed * Altar, from which we may fetch a
Coal +, to inkindle this facred Fire,
BEHOLD, therefore, the Man; the match-
lefs and ftupendous Map ; whofe Practice was a
Pattern of the moft exalted Virtue, and his Per-
fon the Mirror of every Divine Perfe@ion, Ex-
amine the Memoirs of his heavenly Temper,
and éxemplary Converfation. Contemplate that
Choir of Graces, which were aflociated in_ his
Mind, and fhed the higheft Luftre on all hig
Adtions.  Familiarize to thy Thoughts his in-
ftructive Difcourfes, and enter into the very Spirig
of his refined Do&rines. That the Graces may
be transfufed into thy Breaft, and the Do&rines
tranferibed in thy Life.—Follow Him to Calvary’s
horrid
* And I, fays oor LORD, if I lifted up from
the Earth, and extended on the Crofs, aill draw
all Men unto me : will give fuch a rich and tranfeend~
ent Difplay of my Love, as thall confijtute the moft
powerful and prevailing Attractive of sheirs. Falz
S
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horrid Eminence ; to Calvary’s fatal Cataftrophe.
Where Innocence, Dignity, and Merit, were
made perffeit through Sufferings : each thining, with
all poffible Splendor; through the tragical Scene ;
fomewhat like his own radiant Bow, then glow-
ing with the greateft Beauty, when appearing on
the darkeft Cloud.—Be thy moft conftant Atten-
tion fixed, on that Jovely and forrowful Speétacle,
Behold the fpotiefs Viétim, nailed to the Tree, and
fiabbed to the Heart. Hear Him pouring out
Prayers, for his Murderers; before He poured out
his Soul, for Tranfgteflors,. See the Wounds, that
fiream with Forgivenef(s, and bleed Balm for a dif-
tempered World. O! fee the Juftice of the Almigh-
ty and his Goodnefs ; his Mercy and his Venge-
ance ; every tremendous and gracious Attribute mani-
fefted ; manifefted withinexprefiible Glory, in that
moft ignominious, yet grandeft, of Tranfactions.

" Since Gonbp is fo inconceivably great, as

thefe his marvellous Works declare 5

Since the great Sov'reign [fends Ten thoufard

Forlds,

To tell us, He refides above them all,
In Glory’s unapproachable Recefs * ;

: how

* For this Quotation, and feveral valvable Hints,

I acknowledge myfelf indebted to thofe beautiful and

{fublime Poems, intituled Night-Thoughts —Of which

I thall only fay, That I receive freth Pleafure, and

vicher Improvement, from every renewed Perufal.

And, I think, I fhall bave Reafon to blefs the in-

dulgent Beftower of all Wifdom, for thofe inftructive

3
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how can We forbear haftening, with Mofes, bow-
ing Ourfelves to the Earth, and worthipping? O'!
what an honourable, as well as advantageous Em-
ploy, is Prayer \— Advantageous. By Prayer, we
cultivate that improving Correfpondence with
JEHOVAH, we carry on that gladdening In-
tercourfe with his SPIRIT, which muft begin
Here, in order to be completed in Eternity.—
FHonourable, By Prayer, we have Accefs to that
mighty Potentate ; whofe Sceptre {ways univerfal
Nature, and whofe rich Regalia fill the Skies with
Luftre. Prayer, places us in his Prefesce- Cham-
ber ; while ¢ the Blood of Sprinkling,” procures
us a gracious Audience. ;

Suare I then blufh to be found proftrate, before
the Throne of Grace? Shall I be afhamed to have
it known ; that I offer up focial Supplications in
the Family, or am confeientious in obferving
my private Retirements ? Rather, let me glory in
this unfpeakable Privilege. Let me reckon it
the n0blefl Pofture, to fall law on my Knees be-
fore his Footftool ; and the higheft Honour, to
enjoy Communion with his moft exalted Ma-

jetty.
and animating Compofitions, even in my laft Mo-
ments.  Than which, nothing can more emphatically
fpeak their fuperior Excellence, nor give a more folid
Satisfaction to their worthy Author.—Happy fhould I
think myfelf, if thefe little Sketches of contemplative
Devotion, might be honoured with the moft inferior
Degree of the fame Succefs. Might receive a Tefti-

mony, not from the Voice of Fame, but from the dy-
ing Lips of fome edified Chriftian, ;
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jef’:y.—Incomparably more noble, than to fit, in
Perfon, on the triumphal Chariot; or to ftand,

in Effigy, amidft the Temple of Worthies.
MosT ineftimable, in fuch a View, is that
Promife; which fo often occurs in the prophetic
‘Writings, and is the crowning Benefit of the new
Covenant, I will be thy God * —WIill this fu-
premely excellent, and Almighty Being, vouch-
fafe to be my Portion? To fettle upon a poor
Sinner, not the Heritage of a Country; not the
Pofleflion of the whole Earth; but his own
ever-bleffed Se/f? May I then, through his free
condefcending Grace, and the unknown Merits
of his Son, look upon all thefe infinitely noble
Attributes as my Treafure? May I regard the
Wifdom, which fuperintends fuch a Multitude
of Worlds, as my Guide; the Power, which
produced, and preferves them in Exiftence, as
my Guard; the Goodnefs, which, by an endlefs
Communication of Favours, renders them all fo
many Habitations of Happinefls, as my exceeding
great Reward?~—What a Fund of Felicity, is
included in fuch a Blefling ! How often does the
Ifraelitifp Prince exult in the Aflurance, that this
unutterable and boundlefs Good is his own ? In-
terefted in this, he bids Defiance to every Evil,
that can be dreaded ; and reffs in certain Ex-
pe&tation of every Blefling, that can be defired.
The LORD s my Light and my Salvation;
whom then fhall I fear® The LOR D, with an
Air

& Heb. viii. 10,
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Air of Exultation, he repeats both his Affiances
and his Challenge, is the Strength of my Life; of
whom then fhall 1 be afraid * 2 Nothing fo ef-
fectual, as this appropriating Faith, to infpire a
Dignity of Mind, fuperior to tranfitory Trifles’s
or to create a Calmnefs of Temper, unalarmed by
vulgar Fears, unappalled by Death itfelf.—7he
LORD is my Shepherd, fays the fame truly
gallant and. heroic Perfonage : therefore //m_/l 74
lack nothing . How is it poffible, He fhould
fuffer Want, who has the All-fufficient Fulnefs
for his Supply ? So long as unerring Wifdom is
capable of contriving the Means; fo long as un-
controulable Power is able to execute them ;- {uch
a One cannot fail of being fafe and happy; whe-
ther he continue amidft the Viciflitudes of Time,

or depart into the unchangeable Eternity.
HEeRrE, let us ftand 2 Moment, and humbly
contemplate this great G o, together with our-
felves, in a relative View.—If we refle@ on the
Works of material Nature, their Number incom-
prehenfible, . and their Extent unmeafurable :
each of them apart, fo admirably framed; the
Connexions of the Whole, fo exquifitely regu-
lated ; and all derived, from one and the fame
glorious Agent—1If we recollect the far more noble
Accomplifhments of elegant Tafte, and difcerning
Judgment ; of refined AffeCtions, and exalted Sen-
timents ; which are to be found, among the fe-
veral Orders of 7ntelligent Exiftence: and all of
: them

* Plal. xxvii, 1. t Pfal, xxiii. 1.
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them flowing, in rich Emanations, from the
one fole Fountain of intellectual Light—If we
farther confider this Author of material Beauty,
and moral Excellency, as a Guardian, a Go-
wernor, and Benefacior to all his Creatures:
{upporting the whole Syftem, and protecting each
Individual, by anever-watchful Providence; pre~
fiding over the minuteft Affairs, and caufing all
Events to terminate in the moft extenfive Good 3
heaping, with unremitted leerallty, his Bene-
fits upon every. capable Obje&; and making the
Circuit of the Univerfe a Seminary of Happi-
nefs—Is it poffible for the human Heart, under
fuch captivating Views, to be indi ifferent towards
this moft benign, moft bountiful Original of Be-
ing and of Blifs? Can any be fo immerfed in
Stupidity, as to fay unto the Almighty—in the
Language of an irreligious Temper, and licen-
tious Life, to fay # ¢¢ Depart from Us; we im-
¢¢ plore not thy Favour; nor defire the Know-
<¢ ledge of thy Ways.”—Wonder, O Heavens !
be amazed, O Zarth! and let the Inhabitants
of both exprefs their Aftonifhment, at this un-
paralleled Complication of difingenuous, ungrate-
ful, deftru&tive Perverfenefs!

Ir we confider our fallen and imperfet State ;
frail in our Bodies; enfeebled in our Minds; in
every Part of our Conftitution, and in all the Oc-
-currences of Life, ¢ like a tottering Wall, or a
<¢ broken Hedge.”—If we [urvey ourindigent and

infirm
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infirni State’; without Holinefs ;. without fpiritual
Strength ; our Poffeflion of prefent Conveniencies,
“intirely dependent on Gop’s fovereign Pleafure ;
yea, forfeited, juftly forfeited, with every future
Hope, by a thoufand aggravated Iniquities.—If
we add the various Difaflers of our Condition;
agitated as we are by tumultuous Paflions; op-
prefled with difpiriting Fears ; held in Sufpenfe by
a Variety of perplexing * Cares: liable to Pains,
and expofed to Troubles; Troubles from every
Quarter; Troubles of every Kind—Can we,
amidft fo many Wants, under fuch deplorable
Infirmities, and fubject ‘to fuch difaftrous Acci-
dents,

* Perplexing—Thofe who read the Original Lan-
guage of the New Teftament, are {ufficiently ap-
prifed, that fuch is the Significancy of that benevolent
Diffuafive, urged by our LorDp, w pepuale, Matt.
vi. 25.—1I beg Leave, for the Sake of the wrlearncd
Reader, to obferve; That our Tranflation, though
for the moft part faithful and excellent, has here
mifreprefented our Divine Mafter’s Meaning. = Tafke
20 Thought for your Food, for your Raiment, for
your bodily Welfare, is not only not the true Senfe,
but the very Reverfe of this feriptural Doérine.
We are required to take a prudent and moderate
Thought, for the Neceflaries of Life. The Sluggard
who negledls this decent Precantion, is feverely re-
primanded ; is fent to one of the meaneft Animals,
to blufh for his Folly, and learn Difcretion from her
Condut, Prewv. vi. 6. Our Saviour’s Precept, and -
the exact Senfe of his Expreffion, is, Tase no anxi-
ous Thought; indulge no perplexing Care. No fuch
Care, as may argue an unreafonable Diffrufl of Pro-.
vidence ; or may zexd and tear your Minds with dif-
wefling, with pernicious Solicitude.
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dents—can we be unconcerned, whether G o p’
omnipotent, irrefiftible, all-condu&ing Hand be
againft Us, or for Us ? Imagination jtfelf fhud-
ders at the Thought |—Can we reft fatisfied,
without a well-grougded Perfuafion, that we are
reconciled to this fupreme Lorp, and the Objeé&ts
of his unchangeable Goodnefs I—If there be an
abandoned Wretch, whofe Apprehenfions are {o
fatally blinded ; who is fi) utterly loft to all Senfe
of his Duty, and of his Intereft ; let me bewail
his' Mifery, while I abhor his Impiety. Bewail
his Mifery ; though Popu]drity, with her choiceft
Laurels, adorn his Brow; though Affluence, with
her richeft Delicacies, load his Table; though
half a Nation, or half a'World, confpire to call
him happy, ‘ i

Mavl, by a believing™ Application, folace
myfelf in this everlafting Source of Love, Per-
fection, and Joy ! Grant me this Requeft, and
I afk no more.—QOnly, that I may “expeét, not
with a relu&antAnxiety, but with aready Chear~
fulnefs, the Arrival of that importarit Hour ;
when this Veil of Fleth fhall drop, and the
Shadows of Mortality flce away. - When T
fhall no longer complain of obfcure Knowledge;
languid Affe&tions ; and imperfe? Fruition—but
fhall fee the uncreated and immortal Majefty.
See Him, not in this diftant and unaffeQing
Method, of reafoning from his Works; but with

VOL. 11, 2 the
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the moft clear and dire& Intuition of the Mind.—
When I fhall love Him, not with a cold and
contracted Spirit; but with the moft lively and
inlarged Emotions of Gratitude.—When I fhall
inceffantly enjoy the Light of his Countenance ;
and be united, infeparably united to his all-glo-
rious GopHEaD.—Take, ye Ambitious, unen-
vied and unoppofed, take to yourfelves the Toys
of State. May I be enabled to rejoice in this
blefled Hope; and to triumph in that amiable,
that adorable, that delightful Name, the LorD
amy Gop! And I fhall fcarce beftow a Thought,
on the fplendid Pageantry of the World, unlefs
it be to defpife it’s empty Pomp, and to pity it’s de-
luded Admirers. -

ALy thefe Bodies, though immenfe in_their
Size, and almoft infinite in their Multitude, are
obedient to the Divine Command. The Gop of
Wifdom ¢ telleth their Numbers,” and is inti-
mately acquainted with their various Properties.
The G op of Power ¢ calleth them all by their
¢ Names,” and afligns them whatfoever Office
He pleafes. He marjhbals all the frarry Legions,
with infinitely greater Eale, and nicer Order 3
¢han the moft expert General, arranges his difci-
plined Troops. He appoints their Poffs; he.
marks their Route; he fixes the Time for their
Return. - The Pofts, which he appoints, they
occupy, without f2il, In the Route, which he

7 fettles,




THESTARRY HEAVENS, 21%

iettles, they perfevere, without the leaft Devia-
tion. And to the Inflant*, which he fixes
for their Return, they are precifely punétual.—
He has given them a Lew, which, through a
long Revolution of Ages, fhall not be broken 3
unlefs his fovereign Wil interpofes, for it’s Repeal.
Then indeed, the Motion of the celeftia] Orbs is
controuled 5 their A&ion remains fufpended ; or
their Influence receives a new Dire@ion,—The
Sun, at his Creation, iflued forth with a Com-
mand, to travel perpetually through the Heavens,
Since which, he has never neglected to perform
the great Circuit; ¢ rejoicing as a Giant to
“ run his Race.” But, when it is requifite to
accomplith the Purpofes of Divine Love, the
Orders are countermanded; the flaming Courier
remits his Career ;. flands Sill in Gibeon 4 ;5 and,
for the Conveniency of the chofen People, holds
back the falling Day.—The Moon was difpatched

129 with

* ¢ The Planets, and all the innumerable Hoft of

“heavenly Bodies, perform their Courfes and Revo-
¢ lutions, with fo much Certainty and Exactnefs, as
““ never once to fail ; but, for almoft 6ooo Years,
“* come conftantly about to the fame Period, in the
“ hundredth Part of a Minute.” STackHOUSE’s
Hif}. Bible.
_ T This is fpoken in Conformity to the Scripture
=anguage, and according to the common Notion.
With refpe& to the Power which effeted the Altera-
tion; it is much the fame Thing, and alike miracu-
lous; whether the Sun, or the Earth, be fuppofed to
move,
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with a Charge, never to iftermit her revolving
Courfe, till Day and Night come to an'End. But
when the Children of Providence, are to be fa-
voured with an uncommon Continuance of Light,:
fhe halts in her March ; makes a folemn Paufe i#
the Valley of Ajalm * 5 and delays to bring on her
attendant Train of Shadows.—When the Ene-
mies of the Lorp are to be difcomfited, the Stars
are levied into the Service ; the Stars are armed,
and take the Field; the Stars, in their Courfes,

fought againfl Sifera .
So

® b, x. 12, 13.—The Prophet Habakkuk, ac-
cording to his lofty Manner, celebrates this Event:
and points out, in very poetical Dition, the Defign
of fo furprifing a Miracle.—Tbe Sun and Moon flood
Jiill in their Habitation : In the Light, the long-con-
tinied and miraculous Light, #by drrows, edged
with Deftruétion, avalked on their awful Errand;
in the clear Shinirg of the Day, protracted for this
very Purpofe, by glittering Spear, launched by thy
People, but guided by thy Hand, {prung to it’s Prey.
Hab. iii. 11.

+ Sudg. v. z0.— The fcriptural Phrafe fought
againft, will, T hope, be a proper Warrant for every
Expreflion, I have ufed on this Occafion.—The
Paflage is generally fuppofed to fignify, that fome
very dreadful Mezeors (which the Stars were thought
20 influence) fuch as fierce Flafhes of Lightning ; 1m=
petuous Showers of Rain; and rapid Storms of Hail;
were employed by the Almighty to terrify, annoy,
and overthrow the Enemies of Jfrael. If {o, there
cannot be a more clear and lively Paraphrafc on the

Text, than thofe fine Lines of 2 Fewifte Wrirer.I-;-A
is




tue STARRY HEAVENS. 213

So dutiful is material Nature ! So obfequious
in @/l her Forms, to her Creator’s Pleafure |—
The bellowing Thunders, liften to his Voice; and
the volliéd‘Lfghtriings, obferve the Direétion of
his Eye. . The flying Storm, and impétuous
Whirlwind, wear his Yoke. The raging Waves
revere his Nod : they fhake the Earth; they dafh
the Skies ; yet, never offer to pafs the Limits,
which he has prefcribed.—Eyen the planetary
Spheres ; though vaftly Jarger, than this wide-
extended Earth ; are, in his Hand, as Clay in the
Hands of the Potter. Though, Jwifter than the
Northern Blaft, they fweep the long Tradls of
ZEther; yet, arcAthey guided by his Reins, and

-~ execute whatever He injoins.—All thofe enor-
mous Globes of central Fire, which beam through
the boundlefs Azure; in comparifon of which, an
Army of Planets,. were like a Swarm of Summer
Infefts; thofe, even thofe, are conformable to

his Will, as the melting Wax to the imprefled
P2 Seal,

His fevere Wrath fpall HE Joarpen for @ Saword s and
the World /5all fight avith him againft the Ungodly,
Then, fhall the right-aiming Thunderbolts 20 abroad ;
and from the Clouds, as Jrom @ well-drawn Bow, /su/l
2hey fiy to 'the Mark. And Hail-ftones, fu/l of Wrath,
Shall be caft out of a Stone Bow; and the Water of the
Sea fball rage againfl them ; and the Floods (as was the
Cafe of the River Ki/bon ) seall cruelly drown then.
Yea, @ mighty Wind fhall fand up againfl them; and, like
a Storm, /ball blow them away, Wild. v. 20, 21, 22,

23.
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Seal.—Since @/, ALL is obedient, throughout the
whole Afcent of Things, fhall Man be the'only
Rebel againft the Almighty Maker ? Shall thefe
unruly Appetites, reject his Government, and re=
fufe their Allegiance? Shall thefe headftrong
Paffions, break loofe from Divine Reftrzint ; and
run wild, in exorbitant Sallies, after their own
Imaginations? = . S Ll
S0 My Soul, be ftung with Remorfe, and
overwhelmed ‘with Confufion, at the Thought
Ts it not a righteous Thing, that the blefled Gop
fhould fway the Sceptre, with the moft abfo-
lute Authority, over all the Creatures, which
his Power has formed? Efpecially aver thofe
Creatures; whom his diftinguithing Favour, has
endued with the noble Principle of Reafon, and
made capable’ of a blifsful Immortality ?' Sure, if
all'the Ranks of inanimate Exiftence, conform to
their Maker’s Decree, by the Neceffity of their
Nature; this more excellent Race of Beings,
{hould pay their equal Homage, by the willing
Compliance of their Affections #,—Come then,
- all

% This Argument, I acknowledge, is not abfolutely,
conclufive. But it is popular and ftriking. Nor cank
think myfelf obliged, in fuch a Work ; where Fauncy,
bears a confiderable Sway; to proceed always with
the Caution and Exa&nefs, of a Dijputer in the Schools.
Jf there be fome Appearance of Analogy, between
the Fa& and the Inference, it feems fufficient for my

3 5 Purpofe ;
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<all ye Faculties of my Mind ; come, all ye Powers
of my Body ; give up yourfelves, without a Mo-
ment’s Delay, without the leaft Referve, to his
Governance.  Stand, like dutiful Servants, at his
Footftool 5 in an everlafting Readinefs, to do
whatfoever He requires; to ¢ whatfoever He
appoints. To further, with united Efforts, the
Purpofes of his Glory in this earthly Scene: or
“elfe to feparate, without Relu&ance, at' his Sum-
mons; the oze, to fleep in the filent Duft ; the
other, to advance his Honour, in fome remoter
Colony of his Kingdom.—Thus, may I join
with all the Works of the Lor b, in all Places
of his Dominion, to recognize his univerfzl Su-

R premacy;

Purpofe ; though thé Deduétion fhould not be ne-
ceflary, nor the Procefs firitly {yllogiftical.—Oze
of the Jpoflolic Fathers, has an affe®ing and fub-
lime Paragraph, which runs intirely in this Form :
HAiog 7e #as gednn, QTEPWY TE HOpOL, xdlz Ty Medlaloy adle e
0[./.070][%, é\xﬁ TaALTNG W&eilcacﬂ#;, 5557\170'57“' TES E?T['E"SC[:;&-W&;
awros; ogiguss.  The Sun, the Moon, and the Sarry Choir,
avithout the leaft Deviation, and with the utmofl Harmony,
perform the Revolutions appointed them by the Jupreme De-
cree. From which Remark, and abundance of other
fimilar Inftances, obfervable in the Oeconomy of Na-
ture ; he exhorts Chriftians, to a cordial Unanimisy
among themf{elves, and a dutiful Obedience to G o p.
Vid. Clem. Roman. 1 Ep. ad Corinth. Se2. 20.—Sze allp
a beautiful Ode in Dr. Warts’s Lyric Poems, intituled
The Comparijon and Complaint, which turns upos this
very Thought,
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premacy ;- and proclaim Him Sovereign of Souls,
as well as Ruler of Worlds. °

AT my firft coming abroad, all thefe Lumi-
naries were eclipfed, by the overpowering Luftre
_of the Sun, They were all placed in the very
fame Stations; and played: the fame {prightly
Beams ; yet, not one of them was feen. As the
Daylight wore away, -and the fober Shades ad-
vanced ; Hefperus,. who leads the ftarty Train,
difclofed his radiant Forehead, and catched my
Eye. While I ftood gazing on his bright and
beautiful Afpe&, feveral of his Attendants peeped
through the blue Curtains, Scarce had I turned
to obferve thefe frefh Emanations of Splendor;
‘but others dropt the Veil ; others ftole into View.
When lo! fafter and ‘more numerous, Multi-
‘tudes fprung from Obfcurity; they poured, in
fhining Troops, and in fweet Confufion, over
all the empyrean Plain, Till the Firmament
feemed, like one vaft Conftellation; and ¢ a
¢¢ Flood of Glory burft from all the Skies.”

Is not fuch the Rife, and fuch the Progrefs of
a true Converfion, in the prejudiced Infidel, or
inattentive Sinner? During the Period of his
vainer Years, a Thoufand interefting T'ruths, lay
utterly undifcovered; a Thoufand momentous
Concerns, were intirely difregarded. But, when
divine Grace diffipates the delufive Glitter, which

dazzled
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dazzled his Underftanding, and beguiled his Af-
fetions; then, He begins to difcern, dimly to
difcern, the Things which belon<r unto his Peace.
‘Some Admonition of Scnpture, darts Convic-
tion .into his Soul ; as the Glimmering of a Star,
pierces -the Gloom of Night.—Then, perhaps,
another awful, or chearing Text, imprefles
‘Terror, or diffufes Comfort. A Threatening .a-
“larms his Fears, or a Pr omifé awakens his Hopes.
This, poffibly, is fucceeded by fome affiictive
Difpenfation of Providence; and improved by
fome edlfymo and mﬁru&lve Converfation. All
which is eﬁabhfhed .as to it’s Continuance ;
and inlarged, as“toit’s Influence; by a diligent
Study of the facred Word.—By this Means,
new Truths continually pour their Evidence.
Scenes of refined and exalted, but hitherto
unknown Delight, addrefs Him with their At-
tradtives.” New Defires take Wing ; new Pur-
fuits are fet on Foot. A new Turn of Mind
forms his Temper; a new Habit of Converfation
regulates his Life. Ina Word; old Things are
paffed away 5 and all Things become new. He, who
was fometime Darknef§, is now Light, and Life,
and Joy in the LoR p.

THE more attentively I view the cryftal
Concave, the more fully I difcern the Richnefs of
it’s Decorations. Abundance of minuter Lights,
which lay concealed from a fuperficial Notice, are

6 vifible
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vilible on a cbfer Examination. Efpecially in
thofe Tra&s of the Sky, which are called the Ga-
laxy; and are diftinguifhable, by a fort of milky
Path. There, the Stars are crouded, rather than
“diffeminated. The Region feems to be all on a
‘Blaze, with their blended Rays.—Befides this
vaft Profufion, which in my prefent Situation the
Eye difcovers ; was I to make my Survey, from
‘any other Part of the Globe, lying nearer the
_Southern Pole 5 I fhould behold 2 new Choir -of
“flarry Bodies, which ‘have never appeared within
our Horizon.—Was I (which. is fill more won-
derful) either Here or There, to view the Fir-
“mament with the Virtuofo’s . Glafs; I fhould
find. 2 prodigious Multitude; of flaming. Oxbs,
_which, immerfed in Depths of ZEther, efcape
the keeneft unaffifted Sight *,.—Yet, in thefe
various Situations; even with the Aid of the
Telefcopic Tube T thould not be able to defery
the Half, perhaps not a ﬁbouﬁndtb Part, of thofe
majeftic Luminaries,;which the va@ expanfive Hea-
vens

* Come forth, O Man, yon azure Round furvey,
And view thofe Lamps, which yield eternal Day.
Bring forththy Glaffes : Clear thy wond’ring Eyes :
Millions beyond the former Millions rife :

Look farther :—Millions more blaze from remoter
Skies.
Sec an ingenious Poem, entituled The Univerfe.




rae STARRY HEAVENS. ‘2ig

vens contain*,—So, the more diligently T purfue
my Search, into thofe Oracles of éternal Truth,
the Scriptures’; 1 perceive a wider, a-deeper, an
ever increafing’ Fund of fpiritual Treafures. " 3
perceive the brighter Strokes of Wifdom, and
the richer Difplays of Goodnefs; a more. tran-
fcendent Excellency in the illuftrious Meffiah,
and a more deplorable Vilenefs in fallen Man;
a more immaculate Purity in Gop’s Law, and .
more precious  Privileges in his Gofpel. Yet,
after a'Courfe of Study, ever fo affiduous’; ‘ever
fo prolonged; I fhould “have Reafon to- own
myfelf, a mere Babe in heavenly Knowledge';
or, at moft, but a puerile ‘Proficient; in) the
‘School of CHRIS T. :

AFTER ‘all my moft: accurate Infpetion,
“thofe ftarry Orbs appear but:as glittering Paints.
Even the Planets, though fo much nearer our
earthly Manfion, feem only like burning Bullets.

If

* How noble, confidered in this View, are the Ce-
lebrations of the Divine Majefty, which frequently oc-
cur in the facred Writings ! 77 #s the LO R D that made
the Heawens. Pfal. xcvi. 5.—Whata prodigious Dig-
nity, does fuch a Senfe of Things give to that devout
Afcription of Praie! Thou, even 1hou, art LORD
alone s Thou baft made Heaven, the Heaven of Heawens,
awith all their Hoff. Nehem. ix. 6.—Examined by this
Rule, the beautiful Climax in our infpired Hymn, is
fublime beyond Comvpare. Praife HI1M, Sun and
Moon : Praife HIM, all ye Stars of Light : Praife HIM,
ye Heavens of Heavens,  Pfal, cxlviil, 3, 4. 3
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Af :then, we have fuch imperfec? Apprebenfions. of
.vifible and material Things ; how much more
fcanty and inadequate, muft be our Notions' of
/invifible and immorcal Objeéts |—We behold
the Stars;  Though every one is incomparably
-bigger, than the Globe we inhabit; yet they
.dwindle, upon our Survey, into the moft dimi-
-nutive Forms, Thus, we fce by Faith the Glo-
ries of the blefled JEsus; the atoning Efficacy
.of this Death ; the juftifying Merit of his Righ-
steoufne(s ; and the Joys, which are referved for
chis Followers. But alas ! even our moft sxalted
Ideas, are vaftly belsw. the Truth. As much
below the Truth ; as. the. Report, which our
‘Eyes make of thofe celeftial Edifices, is inferior
to their real Grandeur.—Should we take in all
the magnifying Afliftances, which Art has con-
trived ;. thofe  luminous Bodies, would elude
our Skill, and appear as fmall as ever. Should
an Inhabitant of Earth, travel towards the Cope
-of Heaven ; and be carried forwards, in his aerial
Journey, more than a Hundred and fixty Mil-
lions of Miles * ; even in that advanced Situation,

thofe

* This, incredible as it may feem, is not a mere
Suppofition, but a real Fa&. For, about the Twenty-
firlt of December, we are above 160,000,000 of Miles
nearer the Northern Parts of the Sky, than we were
at the Twenty-firlt of Jure. And yet, with regard
to the Stars fituate in that Quarter, we perceive no
Change in their Afpe?, nor any Augmentation of their
Magnitude. ‘
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thofe Oceans of Flame, would look no larger,
than radiant Specks.—In like ‘manner, conceive’
ever {o magnificently, of the Redeemer’s Ho-
nours ; and of the Blifs, which he has purchafed
for his People; yet you will fall thort. Raife
your Imagination higher; ftretch your Invention
wider ; give them a// the Scope, which a foaring
and excurfive Fancy can take ; flill, your Con-~
ceptions will be extremely difproportionate, to
their genuine Perfections.—Vaft are the Bodies,
which roll in the Expanfe of Heaven : valter far
are thofe Fields of Alther, through which they
run their endlefs Round : but the Excellency of
JEsus, and the Happinefs laid up for his Ser-
vants, are greater than esther 3 than buh ; than
all. An infpired Writer calls the former, ¢¢ The
¢ unfearchable Riches of CHrisT ;” and fliles
the latter, ¢ An exceeding great and cternal
¢« Weight of Glory.”

IF thofe Stars, are fo many inexhauftible Ma-~
gazines of Fire, and immenfe Re/ervoirs of Lights
there is no Reafon to doubt, but they have fome
very grand Ules, fuitable to the Magnificence of
their Nature. To fpecify, or explain, the parti-
cular Purpofes they anfwer ; is altogether impof=
fible, in our prefent State of Diftance and Ig-
norance. T his, however, we may clearly difcern ;
they are difpofed in that very Manner, which is
mioft pleafing and moft ferviceable to Mankind.—

They
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They are not placed at an infiite Remove, fo as
to lie beyond our Sight ; neither are they brought
Jfo near our Abode, as to annoy us with their
Beams. We fee them fhine on every Side. The
deep Azure, which ferves them as a Ground,
heightens their Splendor. At the fame Time,
their Influence is gentle, and their Rays are de-
ftitute of Heat. So that we are'furrounded with
a Multitude of fiery Globes, which beautify and
illuminate the Firmament, without any Rifque,
cither to the Coolnefs of our Night, or the Quiet
of our Repofe.—Who can fufficiently admire
that wondrous Benignity; which, on our Ac-
count, ftrews the Zarth with Bleflings of every
Kind ; and vouchfafes to make the wery Heavens

fubfervient to our Delight? ‘ ‘
IT is not folely to adorn the Roof of our
Palace, with coftly Gildings; that Gop coms
mands the celeftial Luminaries, to glitter through
the Gloom. We alfo reap confiderable Benefits,
from their Miniftry.—They divide our Time,
and fix it’s folemn Periods. They fettle the Or-
der of our Works; and are, according to the
Deftination mentioned in facred Writ, ¢ for
¢¢ Signs, and for Seafons; for Days, and- for
¢ Years.,” The Returns of Heat and Cold
alone, would have been too precarious a Rule:
But thefe radiant Bodies ; by the Variation, and
alfo by the Regularity, of their Motions ; afford
a Method of calculating, abfolutely certain, and
fufliciently
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{ufficiently obvious.. By this, the Farmer is in=
ftru&ed, when to commit his Grain to the Fur-~
rows, and how to-conduét the Operations of Huf-
bandry. By this, the Sailor knows when to pro-
ceed on his Voyage, with leaft Peril ; and how to
carry on the Bufinefs of Navigation, with moft
Succefs.

W uv fhould not the Chriftian, the Proba-~
tioner for Eternity, learn from the fame Mo=
nitors, to number — for nobler Purpofes, (o
number his Days; and duly to tranfact the grand,
grand Affairs of his everlafting Salvation ? Since
Gob has appointed fo many bright Meafurers of
our Time, to determine it’s larger Periods, and
to minute down it’s ordinary Stages ; fure, this
moft ftrongly inculcates it’s Value, and fhould
powerfully prompt us to improve it.—Behold ! the
fupreme Lord marks the Progrefs of our Life, in
that moft confpicuous Kalendar above. Does
not fuch an Ordination tell us, and in the moft
emphatical Language; That our Life is given
for Ufe, not for //afle # That no Portion of it is
delivered, but under a ftrict Account;' that all
of it is entered, as it pafles, in the Divine Re-
gifter; and, therefore, that the Stewards of fuch
a Talent, are to expe&t a future Reckoning i—
Behold! the very Heavens are bidden to be the
Accomptants, of our Years, and Months, and
Days. O may this induce us to manage them,

with
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with a vigilant Frugality ; to part with them,
as Mifers with their boarded Treafure, warily and
circumfpectly 5 and, if poflible, as Merchants
with their 7ich Commodities, not without an Equi-
valent, eitherin perfonal Improvement, or focial
Ufefulnefs !

How bright the ftarry Diamonds fhine ! The
Ambition of Eaftern Monarchs could imagine no
Diftin&ion, more noble and fublime, than that
of being likened to thofe beaming Orbs *.—
They form Night's riche? Drefs 5 and fparkle
upon her fable Robe, like Jewels of the fineft
Luftre. Like Jewels! I wrong their Charaéter.
The lucid Stone has no Brillancy ; quenched is
the Flame even of the golden Topaz ; compared

- with thofe glowing Decorations of Heaven,—

How widely are their radiant Honours diffufed !
No Nation fo remote, but fees their Beauty, and
rejoices in their Ufefulnefs. They have been ad-
mired by all preceding Generations; and every
rifing Age, will gaze on their Charms, with re-
newed Delight,—How animating, then, is . that
Promife, made to the faithful Minifters of the
Gofpel! ¢ They that turn many to Righteouf-
 nefs, thall fhine as the Stars for ever and
¢ ever +.” Is not this a2 moft winning En-
couragement, ¢ to fpend and be fpent,” in the
Service of Souls? Methinks, the Stars beckon,

as

* Numb. xxiv. 17. Day. viii. 10. + Dan. xii, 3.
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as they twinkle. Methinks, they fhew me their
Splendors, on purpofe to infpire me with Alacrity,
in the Race fet before me 3 on purpofe to enliven
my Aéivity, in the Work that js given me to do.
—Yes; ye majeflic Monitors, I underftand your
Meaning. If Honour has any Charms ; if true
Glory, the Glory which cometh from Gop, is
any Attractive ; you difplay the moft powerful
Incitements, to exercife all Affiduity in my holy
Vocation, I will, henceforth, obferyve your In-
timation ; and, when Zeal becomes lenguid, haye
recourfe to your heavenly Lamps. If fo be; 1
may' refindle it’s Ardor, at thofe inextinguifhable

Fires.

O F the Polar Star, it is obfervable 5 that, while
other Luminaries a/ter their Situation, this feems
invariably fixed *.,  While other Luminaries,
now, mount the Battlements of Heaven, and ap-
pear upon Duty ; now, retire beneath the Hori-
zon, and refign to a frefh Sct, the Witches of
the Night ; this never departs from it’s Station,
‘This, in every Seafon, maintains an uniform Po-
fition 5 and is always to be found, in the fame

VoL, 1l Q. Tra&

* Ifpeak in Conformity to the Afpearance of the
Object. For, though this remarkable Star revolves
round the Pole, it’s Motion is fo /o2, and the Circle
it defcribes {0 fmall; as render boch the Revolution

and Change, of Situation, hardly perceivable,
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"Tyact of the Northern Sky.—How often has this
beamed bright Intelligence on the Sailor 5 and
conducted the Keel, to it’s defired Haven ! In
early Ages, thofe, who went down to the Sea in
Ships, and occupied their Bufinefs in great Wa-
ters, had fcarce any other fure Guide for their
wandering Veffel, This therefore they viewed,
with the moft folicitous Attention. By this, they
formed - their - Obfervations, and regulated their
Voyage. When this was obfcured by Clouds,
or inveloped in Mifts; the trembling Mariner
was bewildered; on the watery Wafte. His
Thoughts Auuated, as much as the floating
Surge; and he knew not, where he was advanced,
or whither he fhould fteer. But, when this au-
{picious Star broke through the Gloom it dif-
fipated the Anxiety of his Mind, and cleared up
hiis dubious Paffage. He re-aflumed, with Ala-
crity, the Management of 'the Helm; and. was
able ‘to’ fhape ‘his Courfe,” with fome tolerable
Degree of Satisfaction and Certainty.

SUC H, only much clearer in- it’s Light, and
much furer in it’s Direction, is the FHoly Word of
Gop, to thofe Myriads of intelleGtual:Beings,
who are bound for the eternal Shores: - Who,
embarked in a Veflel of feeble Flefh, are to pafs
the Waves bf .this tempeftuous and perilous
World. In all Difficulties, thofe facred Pages
fhed an encouraging Ray; in all Uncertainties,
they fuggelt the right Determination, and point

7L out
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out the proper Procedure. What is #ill a more
ineftimable - Advantage; they, like the Star
which conducted the Eaftern Sages, make plain
the Way of Accels to a Redeemer. They dif-
play his unfpeakable Merits; they difcover the
Method of being interefted in  his great Atone-
ment ; ‘and lead the weary Soul, #s/fed by Trou-
bles, and fbattered by ‘Temptations, to that only
Harbour of peaceful Repofe.—Let us, therefore,
attend to this unerring Dire&ory, with the fame
Conftancy of Regard, as the Sea-faring Man ob~
ferves his Compafs. Let us become as thorough-
ly acquainted with this facred Chart, as the Pi-
lot is with every trufty Mark, that gives Notice
of a lurking Rock; and with every open Road,
that yields a fafe Paflage into the Port. -Above
all, let'us commit ourfelves to this infallible
Guidance, with the fame implicit Refignation 3
let us conform our Condu to it’s exalted Pre-
cepts, with “the fame fedulous Care; as the
Children of #frael, when {ojourning in the track-
lefs Defert,” followed the Pillar of: Fire, and the
Motions' of ‘the miraculous Cloud.—So; will it
introduce us, not into an earthly Canaan, flow-
ing with Milk and Honey ; but into an immortal
Paradife, where is the Fulpefs of Joy, and
where are Pleafures for evermore. It will in=
troduce us into thofe happy, happy Regions,
where our Sun fhall np more go down, nor our Moon
Withdraw itfelf 5. for. the LORD fall be our

Q.2 everlafiing,
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everlafling Light, and the Days of our Mourning,
together with the Fatigues of our Pilgrimage,
Jhall be ended *.

T pERCELVE a great Variety, in the Size and
Splendor of thofe Gems of Heaven. Some, are
of the firt Magnitude; others, of an inferior
Order. Some glow, with intenfe Flames; others
glimmer, with fainter Beams. Yet, all are beau-
tiful; all have their peculiar Luftre, and diftinct
Ufe; all tend, in their different Degrees, to ena-
mel the Cope of Heaven, and embroider the
Robe of Night.—This Circumftance is remarked
by an Author, whofe Sentiments are a Source of
Wifdom, and the very Standard of Truth. € One
< Star, fays the Apoftle of the Gentiles, differeth
¢ from another Star in Glory: So alfo is the
¢¢ Refurre&ion of the Dead.” ‘

In the World above, are various Degrees of
Happinefs, various Seats of Honour. Some will
rife to more illuftrious Diftinétions, and richeE
Joys +. Some, like Veflels of ample Capacity,
will admit more copious Acceffions of Light and
Excellence. Yet, there will be no Want, no
Deficiency, in any ; but a Fulnefs both of Di-

vine
- & Ifa. Ix. 20/

+ 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. The great Mr. Mede prefers
the Senfe here given ; and the learned Dr. Hammand
adnits it, into his Paraphrafe, Whofe joint Autho-

rity, though far from excluding any other, yet is a
fufficient Warrant for #4is Application of the Words.
G
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vine Satisfattions, and perfonal Perfe@ions, Each
will enjoy a// the Good 5 and be adorned with all -
the Glory ; that his Heart can with, or his Con-
dition receive.~None will know what it is to
envy. Not the leaft Malevolence, nor the leaft
Selfithnefs, but everlafting Friendfhip prevails,
and a mutual Complacency in each other’s De-
light. Love, cordial Love, will give every parti-
cular Saint, a Participation of all the Fruitions *
which are diffufed through the whole Affembly
of the Blefled.—No one eclipfes, but each reflests
Light upon his Brother. A fweet Interchange
of Rays fubfifts; all enlightened by the great
Fountain, and all enlightening one another. By
which reciprocal Communication of Pleafure and
Amity, each will be contipually receiw'ngﬁ‘om,_
each inceflantly adding to, the general Felicity,
Harry, fupremely happy they, who are ad-
mitted into the celeftial Manfions, Better to be
a Door-keeper ‘in thofe ¢ Ivory Palaces +,”
than to fill the moft gorgeous Throne on Earth,
The very loweft Place at G op’s Right-hand,
is diftinguithed Honour, and confummate Blifs,
—O ! that wemay, in fome meafure, anticipate
that beatific State, while we remain in our Ba-
nifhment below ! May we, & rejoicing in the
{uperior Profperity of another, make it our own
Q3 And,

¢ Tolle Invidiam, € tuum ¢t quad habeo : Tolle Iy
vidiaty & meum eff quod habes. AUGUSTINE,
1 Pfal. xlv. 8,
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And, provided the general Refult.:is Harmony,
be content, be pleafed, with what{oever Part is
affigned to our Share, in the univerfal-Choir of
Affairs. jian

WaiLe I am confidering the .heavelﬂy' Bo-
dies, I muft not intirely forget thofe fundamen-
¢al Laws of our modern Aftronomy, Projection
and Attradtion. One of which is the all-com-
bining Cement, the other is the ever-operative
Spring, of the mighty Frame.—In the Begin-
ning, the all-creating Fiat imprefled a proper
Degree of Motion, on each of thofe whilling
Orbs. Which, if not controuled, would have
carried them on, in {trait Lines, and to endlefs
Lengths ; till “they were even loft, in the Abyfs
of Space. But; the gravitating Property, being
added to the projectile Force, determined their
Courfes to a circular * Form 3 and obliged the

I reluctant

% T am aware, the planetary Orbits are not firict-
1y circular, but rather elliptical. However, as they
2re but a {mall Remove fram the perfectly round
Figure ; -and partake of it incomparably more, than
the Trajeltories of the Comets ; 1 choofe to reprefent
the Thing in this View. Efpecially, becaufe ‘the
Notion of 2 Circle, is fo much more intelligible to the
Generality of Readers, than that of an Ellipfis ; and
becaufe I laid it down for 2 Rule, not to admit any
fuch abfirufe Sentiment, or dificult Expreflion, as
fhould demand a painful Attention, inftead of raifing

an
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relutant Rovers, to perform . their deftined
Rounds. — Were either of thofe Caufes to
fufpend their Aétion; all the harmonioufly mov-
ing Spheres would be difconcerted.  Would de-
generate into flugeifh inadtive Mafes; and, fall-
ing into the central Fire, be bwnt to Afhes.
Or elfe, would exorbitate into wild Confufion 3
and each, by the Rapidity of it’s Whirl, be arf-
Sipated inta Atoms. But, the impulfive and
attradlive Energy, being moft nicely attempered
to each other ;* and, under the immediate Ope-
ration of the Almighty, éxerting themfelves in
perpetual Concert ; the various Globes run:-their
radiant Races, without the lealt Interruption or’
the leaft Deviation.  So as to create the alternate
Changes of Day and Night ; and diftribute the
ufeful’ Viciflitudes of fucceeding Seafons.  So.‘as
to anfwer all the great Ends of a gracious.Pro-
vidence; and procure every .comfortable Con-
venience, for univerfal Nature,

Dokgs not this Conftitution of the material,
very naturally lead the Thoughts, to thofe grand
Principhes; of the moral and devotional World,

Q. 4 Fath

an agreeable Tdea.s For which Reafon, I have avoid-
ed technical Terms ; have taken no Notice of Fupi-
zer’s Satellites, or Saturn’s Ring ;" have not {fo much
as mentioned the Names of the Planets, nor attempt-
ed to wade into any Depths of the Science. Left to
thofe who have no Opportunity of ufing the Tele-
fcope, or of acquainting themf{cives with a Syftem of
Aftronomy, I fhould propound Riddles, rather than
difplay entértaining and edifjing Truthg,
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Jaith and Love >—Thefe are often celebrated by,
the infpired Apoftle, as a comprehenfiveé Sum~
mary of the Gofpel ¥. Thefe infpirit the Breaft,
and regulate the Progrefs, of each private Chrif-
tian. Thefe unite the whole Congregation of
the Faithful to Gop, and one another. To
GOD, the great Centre, in the Bonds of Grati-
tude and Devotion ; to one another, by a recipro=~
cal Intercourfe of hrotherly Affe&ions, and friend-
ly Offices,—If you afk; Why is it impoffible for
the true Believer, to live at all Adventures? to
flagnate in Sloth, or habitually to deviate from
Duty ?—We anfwer ; It is owing to ¢ his Faith,
s¢ working by Love 1.” He afluredly trufts, that
CHuRr1sT has fuftained the Infamy, and en-
dured the Torment, due to his Sins. He firmly
relies on that Divine Propitiation, for the Par-
don of all his Guilt; and humbly expeéts ever-
Jafting Salvation, asthe Purchafe of his Saviour’s
Merits, This produces fuch a Spirit of Grar
titude, as refines his Inclinations, and ‘animates
his whole Behaviour, He cannot, he cannat
run to Excefs of Riot ; becaufe Love to his ado-
rable Redeemer, like a ftrong, but filken Curé,
fweetly reftrains him. He cannot, he cannot
lie Julled in a lethargic Indolence ; becaufe Love
to the fame infinite Benefadtor, like a pungent,

. but

# Cal. 1. 4. Philem, ver. 5. + Gal. v. 6.
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but endearing Spur, pleafingly excites him.—In
a Word ; Faith fupplies the powerful Impulfe,
while Love gives the determining Biafs; and
leads the willing Feet, through the whole: Circle
of Gop’s Commandments. By the united Ef-
ficacy. of thefe heavenly Graces, the Chriftian
Condué& is preferved, in the Uniformity and
Beauty of Holinefs; as by the blended Power
of thofe Newtonian Principles, the folar Syftem
revolves, in a fteady and magnificent Regularity.

H o w admirable, how extenfive, how diverfi-
fied, is the Force of this fingle Principle, 4-
traéiion * !~—This penetrates the very Eflence
of all Bodies, and diffufes itfelf to the remoteft
Limits of the mundane Syftem.—By this, the
Worlds imprefled with Motion, hang fe/f-balanced
on their Centres 1 ; and, though Orbs of immenfe
Magnitude, require nothing, but this amaziag
Property for their Support.—To this we afcribe
a Phznomenon, of a very different Kind, the
Preffure of the Atmofphere. Which, thougha
yielding and expanfive Fluid; yet conflipated by
an attractive Energy ; furrounds the whole Globe,
and inclofes every Creature, as it were with 2
tight Bandage. An Expedient this, abfolutely
neceflary to preferve the Texture of our Bodies ;

; and

* I mean the AttraQion both of Grawitation"and
Cobefion,
"+ Ponderibus librata Juis.
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and indeed, to maintain every Species of Animal
Exiftence.—AttraQion ! Urged by this wonder-
ful Impetus, the Rivers circulate, copious and
unintermitted, among all the Nations of. the
Earth : fweeping with Rapidity down the Steeps,
or foftly ebbing through the Plains. Impelled
by -the fame: myflerious Force, the sutritious
Fuices are detached from the Soil ; and, afcending
the Trrees, find their. Way ithrough Millions of
the fineft Meanders; in order totransfafe vegeta-
tive Life into all the Branches.—This confines
the Ocean, within proper Bounds, Though the
Waves thereof roar ; though they tofs them-
felves, with 2ll the Madnefs of indignant Rage ;
yet, checked “by this potent, “this inevitable
Curb, they are unable to pafs ‘even the flight
Barrier of Sand. To this the Mountains owe
that unfhaken Firmnefs, which laughs at the
Shock of careering Winds ; and bids the Tempeft
with all it’s mingled Horrors; impotently rave.
—By virtue of ‘this invifible Mechanilm; with-
out the Aid of Crane or Pulley, or any Infiru-
ment of human Device; many Thoufand Tons
of Water are raifed; every. Moment, into the
Regions of the Firmament, By this, they con-
tinue fufpended in thin Air, without any capa-
cious Ciftern,  to contain their Subftance; or
any maflv Pillars; to fuftain their Weight. By
this fame varioufly alting Power, they return to the

Place
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Place of their native Re_ﬁdéncc; diflilled in gentle
Falls of Dew, or precipitated in impetuous Show-
ers of Rain. They fiide into the Fields in fleecy
Flights of .Snow, or are darted upon the Houfes
in clattering Storms of Hail.—This occafions
the ftrong Cobefion of folid Bodies. Without
which, our Jarge Machines could exert them-
felves with no Vigour; and the nicer Utenfils of
Life, would elude our Expe&ations of Service.
This afords 2 Foundation, for all thofe delicate
or noble mechanic Arts; which furnith. Man-
kind with numberlefs Conveniencies, both of
Ornament and Delight.—In fhort 3, this is the
prodigious Ballafl, which compofes the Equili-
brium, and conftitutes the Stability of Things:
this, the great Chain, which forms the Connexi-
‘ons of univerfal Nature; and the mighty En-
gine, which prompts, facilitates, and, in good
meafure, accomplithes all her Operations.—
What complicated Effeéts, from a fingle Caufe * !
What Profufion, amidft Frugality ! An unknown
Profufion of Benefits, with the utmoft Frugality
of Expence ! :

AND what 75 this Attra@ion? Is it a Qua-
lity, in it’s Exiftence, infeparable:from Matter 3
and,

* Gee another remarkable Inflance of this Kind,
in the Rifletions on a Flower-Garden, page 171.—
together with a fine Obfervation, quoted in the cor-
refponding Note.
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and, in it's Afing, independent on the DEITY I
—Quite the Reverfe. It is the very Finger of
Gon: the conftant Impreflion of Diyine Power:
a Principle, neither innate in Matter, nor intel-
ligible by Mortals.—Does it not, however, bear
2 confiderable Analogy to the Agency of the
HOLY GHOST, in the Chriftian Qecono-
my? Are not the gracious Operations of the Blef-
fed Spirit, thus extenfive, thus admirable, thus
various #—That Almighty Being  tranfmits his
Gifts, through every Age ; and communicates his
Graces, to every Adherent on the Redeemer.
All, either of illuftrious Memory, or of beneficial
Tendency ; in a Word, “ all the Good that
“ is done upon Earth, He doth it himfelf.”
Strong in Ais Aid, and in the Power of ks
Might, the Saints of all Times, have trod Vice
under their Feet ; have triumphed over this ab-
je&t World; and converfed in Heaven, while
they dwelt on Earth. Not I, but the Grace of
G O D which was with me *, is the unanimous
Acknowledgment of them All.—By the fame
kindly Succours, the whole Church is #ii] en-
lightened, quickened, and governed. Through
bis benign Influences, the Scales of Ignorance,
fall from the Underftanding ; the Leprofy of evil
Concupifcence, is purged from the Will ; and

the

* 1 Cor, xv. 10;
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the Fetters, the more than adamantine Fetters
of habitual Iniquity, drop off.from the Conver-
fation.  He breathes even upon dry Bones ¥,
and they live: they are animated with Faith;
they pant with ardent and heavenly Defire ; they
exercife themfelves in all the Duties of Godlinefs.
—His real, though fecret, Infpiration, diffolves
the Flint in the impenitent Breaft; and binds up
the Sorrows, of the broken Heart. Raifes the
" Thoughts high, in the Elevations of holy Hope §
yet lays them low, in the Humiliations of inward
Abafement. Stee/s the Soul with impenetrable
Refolution, and perfevering Fortitude; at the
fame time, foftens it into a Dove-like Meeknefs,
and melts it in penitential Sorrow.

W uEN I contemplate thofe ample and mag-
nificent Stru&tures, erefted over all the =thereal
Plains :—When [ look upon them as fo many
fplendid Repofitories of Light, or fruitful Abodes
of Life :—When I remember, that there may be
other Orbs, vaftly more remote, than thofe
which appear to our unaided Sight ; Orbs, whofe
FEulgence, though travelling ever fince the Cre-

ation, is not yet arrived upon our Coafts+:—
When

_ *® See that beautiful Piece of facred and allegorical
Imagery difplayed, Ezef. xxxvii.
1. If this Conjecture (which has no lefs a Perfon

than the celebrated Mr. Huygens for it’s Aunthor) con-
cer nmg




238 CONTEMPLATIONS oN

When I firetch my Thoughts to the innumerable
Orders of Being, which inhabit all thofe fpacious
Syftems; from the lofiiefl Seraph, to the lowelk
Reptile ; from the Armies of Angels, which
furround the Throne of Jen OVAH; to the
puny Nations, which tinge with Blue the Surface
of the Plum *; or mantle the ftanding Pool with
; : ; Green @

cerning unfeen Stars, be true—If, to this Obferva-
tion, be added, what is affirmed by our tkilful Afro-
nomers ; that the Motion of the Rays of Light is {o
Jurprifingly fwift, as to pafs through ten Millions of
Miles in a fingle Minute—How vaft! beyond Ima-
gination vaft and unmeafurable, are the Spaces of the
Univerfe |—While the Mind is diftended with the
grand ldea 5 or sather, while fhe is difpatching her
ableft Powers of piercing Judgment, and excurfive
Fancy; and finds them all dropt fbort ; all bafiled by
the amazing Subjeit: Permit me to apply that {pi-
rited Exclamation, and noble Remark—-

— — Say, proud Arch,
Built with divine Ambition ; in Difdain
Of Limit built; bailc in the Tafte of Heav'n!
Vaft Concave I' Ample Dome! Waft thou defign’d
A meet Apariment for the DerTy ?
Not fo: That Thought alone thy State impairs : -
Thy Lofty finks; and fhallows thy Profound ;
And ftreightens thy Diffufive. —

Night-Thoughts, N° IX.

* BEv'n the &/ue Down the purple Plum furrounds, s
A liwing IVorld, thy failing Sight confounds.
To
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Green :—How various appear the Links, in this
immenfe Chain! How vaft the Gradations, in
this univerfal Scale of Exiftence! Yet all thefe,
though every fo vaft and various, are the Zork of
G op’s Hand, and are full of his Prefence.

HE rounded in his Palm thofe dreadfully large
Globes, which are pendulous in the Vault of
Heaven. He kindled thofe aftonithingly bright
Fires, which fill the Firmament with a Flood of
Glory. By Him they are fufpended in fuid
Ather, and cannotbe fhaken : By Him they dif-
penfe a perpetual Tide of Beams, and are ne-
ver exhaufted.—He formed, with inexprefiible
Nicety, that delicately fine Colleétion of Tubes 3
that unknown Multiplicity of fubtle Springs;
which organize, and atuate, the Frame of the
minuteft Infe@. He bids the crimfon Current
roll ; the vital Movements play ; and aflociates a
World of Wonders, even in an animated Point *.

—In

To Him a peopled Habitation fhews,

Where Millions tafte the Bounty Gobp beftows,

See a beautiful and inflructive Poem, fliled
—DErTY.

* There are living Creatures, abundantly fmaller
than the Mite. Mr. Bradley, inhis Treatife on Gar-
dening, mentions an lInfect, which, after accurate
Examination, he found to be a Thoufund times //s
than the /eaft vifible Grain of Sand. Yet fuch an

Infect,
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—In all thefe, is a fignal Exhibition of creating
Power; to all thefe, are extended, the {pecial
Regards of preferving Goodnefs. From hence,
let me learn to rely on the Providence, and to

revere the Prefence, of the Supreme Majefty.

To rely on his Providence. — For, amidft
that inconceivable Number and Variety of Be-
ings, which fwarm through the Regions of Crea-
tion, not one is overlooked, not one is negle&ted,
by the great omnipotent Caufe of all. However
‘inconfiderable in it’s Charaler, or diminutive in
“it’s Size, it is ftill the Produ&@ion of the univerfal
‘Maker, and belongs to the Family of the Al-
mighty Father? — What? Though inthroned

' ; . “*Arch-

Infe&t, though quite imperceptible to the  naked
Eye, is an Elephant, is a Wkale, compared. with
other Animalcules almoft infinitely more, minute,
difcovered by Mr. Lewenboechi—If we confider the
feveral Limbs, which compofe fuch an organized
Particle : The different Mufcles, which actuate fuch
a Set of Limbs: The Flow of Spirits, incomparably
more attenuated, which pat thofe Mulcles in Motjon :
_The various Fluids, which circulate : The different
Secretions, which are performed: Together with
the peculiar Minutenefs of the Solids, before they
arrive at their full Growth: Not to mention other
‘more aflonifbing Modes of Diminution :—Sure, we
thall have the utmoft Reafon to acknowledge, that
the adored Makeris—Maximus 1n MINIMIS ;'great-
& glorious even in his' Jmallei Worls.
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Archangels, enjoy the Smiles of his Countenancs 1
Yet, the low Inhabitants of Earth, the moft de-
fpicable Worms of the Ground, are not ex-
cluded from his providential Care, Though the
Manifeffation of his Perfections, is vouchfufed
to holy and intelleGual Effences; his Ear is
open, to the Cries of the young Raven. His
Eye is attentive to the Wants, and to the Wel-
fare, of the very meaneft Births of Nature,
—How much lefs then, are his own People dif-
regarded? Thofe, for whom he has delivered his
beloved Son to Death, and for whom He has
prepared Habitations of eternal Joy. They dif-
regarded! No., THEY are < kept as the Apple
¢ of an Eye.” The very Hairs of their Head are
all numbered. The fondeft Mother may forges
the Infant, that is ¢ dandled upon her Knees,”
and fucks at her Breaft *; much fooner than the
Father of everlafting Compaflions can difcontinue,

or

* Ya. xlix. 1 5. Can a Woman Jorget Jer Sucking
Child, that fbe Jhould not hawe Compalfion, on the Sou
of ber Womb 2 Vea, they may forgets yer aill T mor
Jorget thee.—How delicate and expreflive are the
Images, in this charming Scripture | How fall of
Beauty, if beheld in a critical, how rich with Coz-
Jolation, if confidered in a believing, View I—Can
a Woman! One of the {ofter Sex; whofe Nature is
molt impreflible, and whofe Pafions are remarkably

- tender—Can fuch a one, not barely difregard, but
intirely Jorget ; not fufpend her Care foria while,

VoL, II, R but
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or remit, his watchful Tendernefs to his Peeple
~—his Children—his Heirs. o

LT

but utterly erafe the very Memory—Of her Child;
her own Child, not another’s ; a Child, that was
formed in her Ponb, and is a Part of herfelf :—
Her Son; the more important, and therefore more
defirable Species ; to whom it peculiarly belongs, to
referve the Name, and build ‘up the Family—
Her only Son; for the Word is fingular; and refers
10 a Cafe, where the Offspring, not being numerous,
but centred in a fingle Birth, muft be productive of
the fondeft Endearment—Can fhe diveft herfelf of
211 Cancern for fuch a Child ; not when he is grown
up to Maturity, or gone abroad from her Houfe ;
but, while he contintes in an infantile State, and
muft owe his whole Safety to her kind Attendance ;
while he lies in her Bofom, reils on her Arm, and
even fucks at her Breaft i—DB{pecially, if the poor
Tnuocent be racked with Pain, or feized by fome
{evere Afiliction ; and fo become an Obje& of Com-~
paffion, as well as of Love. Can fhe hear it's pierc-
ing Cries; can fhe fee it all reftlefs,: all helplefs un-
der its Mifery ; and feel no Emotions of parental
Pity |—If ome fuch Monfter of Inhumanity migit be
found; could a// (here the Prophet, to give hi: Com-
parifon the utmoft Energy, changes the fingular Num-
ber into the plural. It is not X' ), or NN 533,
but by =) could a// Mothers be fo degenerate?
This, fure, cannot be fufpe@ed, need not be feared.
Mach lefs need the true Believer be apprehenfive of
the Failure of my Kindnefs. An univerfal Bxtinc-
tion of thofe firongefi AffeQions of Nature, is a
more foppofeable Cafe ; than that 1 fhould ever be
unmindful of my People, or regardlefs of their In-
terefts. :
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L = this teach me alfo 2 more lively Senfe of
the Divine Prefonce.—All  the rolling Worlds
above ; all the living Atoms below ; together
with all the Beings that intervene, betwixt thefe
wide Extremes; are Vouchers for an_ever pre-
fent Deity. ¢ G o b has not lefc Himfelf with-
¢ out Witnefs.,” The Marks of his Footfteps are
evident in every Place, and the Touches of his
Finger diftinguithable in every Creature, << Thy
¢ Name is fo nigh, O. Thoy all-fupporting, all-
¢¢ informing L oRrRD; and that do thy wondrous
¢ Works declare *, “Thy Goodnefs warms in the
€< Moming Sun, and refrefhes in the Evening
¢ Breeze. Thy Glory fhines in the Lamps of
¢ Midnight, and {miles in the Blofloms of Spring.
“ We fee a Trace of thy incomprehenfible Gran-
¢ deur, in the boundlefs Extent of Things; and
¢ a Stetch of thy exquifite Skill, in thofe almoft
¢ evansfient Sparks of Life, the Infeét Race.”—
How ftupid is this Heart of mine, that, amidft
fuch a Multitude of Remembrancers, throng-
ing on every Side, I fhould forget Thee a fingle
Moment! Grant me, Thoy great I AM ; Thoy
Source, and Suppart, of univerfa] Exiftence—
O! grant me 2n enlightened Eye, to difcern Thee
in every Objeét; and a devout Heare, to adsre
Thee qn every Occafion,  Inftead of living
without Gop in the World ; may I be ever with
Him, and fee all Things full of Him ! :

R 2 —The

* Pfal, Ixxv. 2.
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—— — The glitt'ring Stars,

By the deep Ear of Meditation beard,

“ 1l in their Midnight Watches fing of HIM.
Fe nods a Calm.  The Tempeft blows his Wrath,
The Thunder is bis Voices - and the red Flafb

- His [peedy Sword of Fuflice. At bis Touch

- The Mountains flame.  He- fbakes the folid Earth,
And vocks the-Nations. Nor in thefe alone,

In ev’ry common Inftance GO D is feen.
THoMSO0Ns Spring,

Ir the beautiful Spangles, which a clear Night
pours on the Beholder's Eye: if thofe other Fires,
which beam in remoter Skies ; and are difcover-
able only by, that Revelation to the Sight, the
Telefcope: if all thofe bright Millions, are {fo ma-
ny Fountains of Day ; enriched with native and
independent Luftre ; illuminating Planets, and
enlivening Syftems of their own * : What Pomp,
how majeftic and fplendid, is difclofed in the
Midnight Scene ! What Riches are difleminated,
through all thofe numberlefs Provinces of the

great

# Confult with Reafon, Reafon will reply,
Each Jucid Point, Which glows in yonder Sky,
Informs a Syffem in the boundlefs Space,
And fills, with Glory, it’s appeinted Place :
77ith Beams unborrow’d, brightens other Skies;
And Worlds, to Thee unknown, with Heat and
Life fupplies. . The Univezfes
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great JEHOVAH’s Empire | — Grandeur be-
yond Expreffion !—Yet, there is not the mean-
eft Slave, but carries greater Wealth in his own
Bofom, poflefles fuperior Dignity in his own
Perfon. ‘The Soul, that informs his Clay ;—
the Soul, that teaches him to think, and enables
him to choofe; that qualifies him to relith rational

Pleafure, and to breathe fublime Defire ¥ ;—
_the Soul, that is endowed with fuch noble Fa-
culties, and, above all, is diftinguithed with the
dreadful, the glorious Capacity, of being pained,
or blefled, for ever—this Soul furpafles in Worth,
whatever the Eye can fee; whatever, of material,
the Fancy can imagine. Before one fuch intel-
le¢tual Being, all thu Treafure and all the Mag-
nificence of unintelligent Creation, becomes poor
and contemptible +. For this Soul, Omnipo-

R 3 . tence

* In this refpe, as vefted with fuch Capacities,
the Soul even of fallen Men, bas an unqueftionable
Greatnefs and Dignity ; is zajeftic, ths in Ruin.

T I beg Leave to tranfcribe a pertinent Paffage,
from that. celcbr:ted Mafter of Reafon, and umver(al
Literature, Dr. Bent/ey ; whom no one can be rempt-
ed to fufpe, either tintturéd with Enchufia{m, or
warped to Bigotry.—¢ If we confider, fays he, the
¢ Dignity of an intelligent Being, and put thatin the

.+¢¢ Scale againft brute and inanimate Matter, we may
¢ affirm, without overvaluing human Nature, that
“ the Soul of one virtuous znd religions Man is of
¢ greater Worth and Excellency, than the Sun, and
¢ his Planers, and all the Stars in the World

Sce his Sermons at Boyle’s Lett. N° 8.
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tence itfelf has waked, and worked, through
every Age. To convince this Soul, the funda-
mental Laws of Nature have been controuled ;
and the moit amazing Miracles, have ‘alarmed
all the Ends of the Earth.” To in/frué? this Soul,
the Wifdom of Heaven has been transfufed into
“the facred Page; and Miffionaries have been
fent from the Great King, who refides in Light
nnapproachable To /Zmﬁtfy this Soul, the Al-
'mnghty Comforter takes the Wings of a Dove ;

and, with a {weet transformmg]nﬂuence, broods
on thc human Heart. And O! to redeem this

Soul from Guilt; to refcue it from Hell; the
Heaven of Heavens was bowed, and G op him-

{elf came down to dwell in Duit.
LeT me paufe, a while, upon this impor-
tant Subjeét.—What are the Schemes, which
engage the Attention of eminent Statefmen, and
mighty Monarchs, compared with the grand In-
_terefts of an immortal Soul? The Support of
Commerce, and the Succefs of Armies, though
extremely weighty Affairs ; yet, if laid in the Ba-
lance againft the Salvation of a Soul, are lighter
than the downy Feather, poifed againit Talents
of Gold. To fave a Navy from Skipwreck, or a
Kingdom from S/avery, are Deliverances of the
moft momentous Nature, which the Tranfa&ions
of Mortality can admit. But O! how they
fhrink into an inconfiderable Trifle, (if their
- Alpect

7
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Afpect upon Immortality forgot) they are fet in
Competition with the Delivery of a fingle Soul,
from the Anguith and Horrors of a di _/}reﬂed
Eternity# !

Is fuch the Importance of the Soul! What
Vigilance then can be 20 much; or rather what
holy Solicitude can be fufficient 5 for the Over~
feers of . the Saviour’s Flock, dnd the Guardians
of this great, this venerable, this invaluable
Charge !—S8ince, fuch jis the Importance of the
Soul; wilt thou not, o) Man, be watchful for
the Pre(crvation of thy awn? Shall every cafual
Incident, awaken thy Concern; every tranfitory
Toy, command thy Regard? And fhall the
Welfare of thy Soul, a V\’ork of continual Oc-
currence; a Work of endlefs Confequence ; fue,
in vain, for thy ferious Care !—Thy Soul, thy
Soul, is thy All. If this be fecured, thou art
greatly rich, and wilt be uafpeakably happy. If
this be //, a whole World acquired, will leave
thee in Poverty ; and all it's Delights enjoyed,
will abandon thee t&6 Mifery.

T HAVE often been charmed, and awed, at the
Sight of the nocturnal Heavens; even before I
R 4 knew

# Not all yon Luminaries quench’d at once

Were half {o fad, as one benighted Mind,
Which gropes for Happinefs, and meets Defpair.
Night-Thoughts, N© IX,
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knew how to confider them, in their proper Cir-
cumftances of Majefty and Beauty.” Something,
like Magic, has ftruck my-Mind, on a tranfient
and unthinking Survey of the aethereal Vaules
tuwed tnrounhout with "the pureft Azure, and
dccomted thh innumerable ftarry Lamps. I
have felt, T know not what, powerful and ag-
grandizing Impulfe ; which feemed to fnatch me
fom the low Intanglements of - Vanity, and
prompted an ardent Slgh for Sublimer- Objects.
Methought, I heard, even from the filent
Spheres, a commanding Call, to fpurn the ab-
ject Earth, and pant after unfeen Delights.—
Flenceforward, I hope to imbibe more copioufly,
this moral Emanation of the Skies'; when, in
fome" fuch ‘Manner as the preceding,: they are
rationally feen, and the Sight is duly improved.
The Stars, ‘I truft, will tmc/) as well as fhine 5
and help to difpel, both Nature’s Gloom, and
my intefleGtual Darknefs. To fome People,
they difcharge no better a Service, than that of
holding a Flambeau to their Feet, and foftening
the Horrors of their Night. To me and my
Friends, may they aét as Minifters of a fuperior
Order ; as Counfellors of Wifdom, and Guides
to Happinels I Nor will they fail to execute this

obler Office, if they gently light our Way, into
thc Knowle .dge of their adored Ilaker ; if they
point out, with their filver Rays, our Path to his
b" atific Prefence.

oy = I
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IcazE, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; and
think ineffable Things.—I roll an Eye of Awe
and Admiration. Again and again I repeat my
ravithed Views ; and can never fatiate either my
Curiofity, or my Inquiry. Ifpring my Thoughts
into this immenfe Field, till even Fancy tires
upon her Wing. I find Wonders, cver news
Wonders, more and more amazing.—Yet, after
all my prefent Inquiries, what a mere Nothing
do I know; by all my future Searches, how
little fhall I be able to learn ; of thofe vaftly dif-
tant Suns, and their circling Retinue of Worlds !
Could I pry with Newtor’s piercing Sagacity, or
launch into his extenfive Surveys: even then,
my Apprehenfions would be little better, than
thofe dim and f{canty Images, which the Ao/,
juft emerged from her Cavern, receives on her
feeble Optic. — This, fure, fhould reprefs- all
impatient or immoderate Ardor to pry into
the Secrets of the ftarry Structures; and make
me more particularly careful, to cultivate my
Heart. To fathom the Depths of the Divine
Effence ; or to fcan univerfal Nature, with a
critical Exadtnefs 5 is an Attempt, which fets the
acuteft Philofopher, very nearly on a Level with
the Idiot. Since it isalmoft, if not altogether, as
impraicable by the former, as by the latter.

BE it, then, my chief Study, not to purfue,
what is abfolutely unattainable; but rather to
feek, what is obvious to find ; eafy to be ac-

quired ;
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:fllxiregi;'ain_d of ineftimable Advantage, when
poflefled. O let me feck #hat Charity, which
edifieth *; that Faith, which purifieths’ Love,
‘himble Love, not conceited Science, keeps: the
“Door of Heaven. Faith, a child-like Faith in
JEsus; not the haughty felf-fufficient Spirit,
;which fcorns to be ignorant of any Thing ; "pre-
fents ‘a Key + to thofe Abodes of Blifs.—This
‘prefent State, ‘is the Scene deftined ‘to the Exer-
ife' of Dewstion 5 the “invifible World, 'is the
"Place appointed for ‘the Zujoyment of Knowledge.
“There, the Dawn of our infantile Minds, will be
‘advanced to the Maturity of perfeét Day 5 or ra-
ther,

% 1 Cor.viii. 1. I need not inform my Reader,
thatin this Text; in that admirable Chapter, 1 Cor
xiii. ;.and in various other Paffages of Scripture ; the
Woid. Charity, thould by no means be confined to
the particular A& of Alms-giwing, or external Bene-
ficence. Itis of a much more exalted and extenfive
Nature. It fignifies that divinely precious Grace,
which warms: the Soul with fupreme Love to G op,
and inlarges it with difiuterefied Affeiion for Men.
Which renders it the reigning Care of the Life, and
chief Delight of the Heart, to promote the Happinefs
of the One, and the Glory of the Other.—%kis,
this, is that Charity of which fo many excellent
Things are every where fpoken. Which can never
be too highly extolled, or too earneftly coveted, fince
it is the Image of Gop, and the very Spirit of
Heaven.

+ The Righteoufne(s of CurisT. This is what
MivrTon beautifully files;

— — The golden Key,
That opes the Palace of Eternity.




cag STARRY HEAVENS., 25y
ther, there our midnightShades, will be brightened
into all the Luftre of Noon. = There, the Souls
which come from the Scheol of Faith, and bring
with them' the Principles of Love, will dwell'in
Light:itlelf; will be obfcured with no Darknefs
at-all ; will know, even as they are known*.—
Such an: Acquainrance, therefore, do I'defire to
form, and to carry on fuch a Correfpondence,
with the heavenly Bodies ; as may fhed a benign
Influence on the Seeds of Grace, implanted in my
Breaft. Let the exalted Tradls of the Firma-
ment, fink my Soul into deep Humiliation, Let
thole eternal Fires, kindle in my Heart an adoring
Gratitude, to their Almighty Sovereign. Let
yonder ponderous and enormous Globes, which
reft on his fupporting Arm; teach me an un-
Jbaken Affiance, in their incarnate Maker. Then
thall T be—if not wife as the Aftronomical Adept,
yet WISE UNTO SALVATION.

Having now walked and worfhipped, in
this univerfal Temple, that is arched with Skies ;
emblazed with Stars ; and extended even to Im-
menfity—Having calt an Eye, like the inrap-
tured Patriarch +3 an Eye of Reafon and Devo-
tion, through the magnificent Scene. With the
former, having difcovered an Infinitude of Worlds;
and with the latter, having met the Deity in
every View—Having beheld, as Jdofes in the

faming

2 1 Cor. xili. 12, + Gen. zv..5.




252 CONTEMPILATIONS on
flaming Buth, a Glimpfe of J £ tiovan’s Excel-
lencies | refleted from the feveral Planets,  and
ftreaming from Myriads of celeftial Luminaries—
Having read various Leflons in that ftupendous
Book of /7ifdom *, where unmeafurable Sheets of
“Azure compofe the Page; and Orbs of Radi-

‘ance write, in everlafting Chara&ers, a Comment
on our Creed—What remains, but that I clofe

‘the'midnight Solemnity, as our'l;o &> concluded

‘his grand Sacramental Inftitution, with 2 Song of

“Praife >—And behold a Hymn, fuited to the fib-

“lime Occafion ; indited by + Infpiration itfelf;
transferred into our Language, by { one of the

“happieft Efforts of human-Ingenuity, -

- The fpacious Firshament on high,
With all.the blue ethereal Sky,

. And fpangled Heav'ns, a fhining Frame,
Their great Original proclaim :
Th unweary'd Sun from Day to Day,
Daes bis Creator’s Pow'r difplay ;
And publifbes to ev’'ry Land,
The Work of an Almighty Hand.

Soon

* — — For Heaven - :
Is as the Book of G 0 before thee fet,
‘Wherein to read his wondrous Works.—MizLT.
+ Pfal. xix.
T Appison, Spe. 'Vol, VI, N° 465.
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Soon as the Ev'ning Shades prevail,
The Moon takes up the wondrous Tales
And nightly, tothe liftning Earth,
Repeats the Story of ber Birth :

WWhile all the Stars, that round her buri,
And all the Planats in their Turn,
Confirm the Tidings as they roll,

And [pread the Truth from Pole to Pole.

TWhat though, in folemn Silence, all
Move round the dark terrefirial Ball?
7 hat though, nor real Voice nor Sound
Amid their radiant Orbs be found 2
In Reafor’s Ear they all rejoice,

And utter forth a glorious Voice,
For ever finging, as they [bine,
The Hand that made Us, is divine.
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WINTER-PIECE.

Storms and Tempefts may calm the Soul
—Snow and Ice be taught to warm the
Heart, and praife the Creator.

Anonym. Lett. to the Author. Seep. z60.
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WINTER-PIECE.

é&@@\@:’%)ls true, in the delightful Seafons,

ol HIS Tendernefs and HIS Love,
’\EFE;;] are moft eminently difplayed,—
R 6{%&" In the vernal Months, allis Beauty
\ to the Eye, and Mufic to the Ear,
The Clouds drop Fatnefs ; the Air foftens into
Balm ; and Flowers in rich Abundance, fpring
where-ever we tread, bloom where ever we look.
—Amidft the burning Heats of Summer, HE ex-
pands the Leaves, and thickens the Shades. He
fpreads the cooling Arbor, to receive Us; and
awzkes the gentle Breeze, to fan Us. The
Mofs fwells into a Couch, for the Repofe of
our Bodies ; while the Rivulet (oftly rolls, and
fweetly murmurs, to footh our lmagination.
—In Autumn, HIS Bounty covers the Fields,
with a Profufion of neutrimental Trealure; and
bends the Boughs, with Loads of delicious
Fruit. He furnifhcs his hofpitable Board with
S 2 prefent
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prefent Plenty, and prepares a copious Magazine
for future Wants.—But, is it en/y in thefe fmiling
Periods of the Year, that Gop, the all-gracious
G ob, is feen? Has Winter, ftern Winter, no
Tokens of his Prefence; Yes: All Things are
eloquent of his Praife. ¢ His Way is in the
«¢ Whirlwind.” Storms and Tempefts fulfil his
Word, and extol his Power. Even piercing
Frofts, bear Witnefs to his Goodnefs ; while
they bid the fhivering Nations, tremble at his
Wrath.—Be Winter then, for a while, our
Theme *. Perhaps, thofe barren Scenes, may be
fruitful of intellectual Improvement. Perhaps,
that rigorous Cold, which binds the Earth in icy
Chains; may ferve to inlarge our Hearts, and
warm them with holy Love.

SEE! how the Day is fhortened! — The
Sun, detained in fairer Climes, or engaged in more
agrecable

* A Sketch of this Nature, I muft acknowledge,
is quite different from the Subject of the Book ; and
I cannot but declare, was as far diftant from the
Thoughts of the Author. But, the Defire of feweral
Acquaintarce, together with an Intimation of it’s Ufe-
falnefs, by avery polite Letter from an anknown Hand
(which has wndsfignedly furnifhed me with the beft
Motto, I could recolleé), prevailed with me to add a
few defcriptive Touches, and improving Hints, on
what is fo often experienced in thefe Northern Re-
gions. I hope, the Attempt [ have made to oblige
thefe Gentlemen, will obtain the Approbation, or at
lealt, the Excufe, of my other Readers. '
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agreeable Services, rifes, like an unwilling Vifitant,
with tardy and relutant Steps. He walks, with a
fhy Indifference, along the Edges of the Southern
Sky ; cafting an oblique Glance, he juft looks
upon our dejected World ; and fcarcely featters
Light, through the thick Air. Dim is his Ap-
pearance, languid are his Gleams, while He con-
tinues. Or, if He chance to wear a brighter
Afpe&t,and acloudlefs Brow ; yet, like the Young
and Gay in the Houfe of Mourning, He feems
uneafy, till He is gone; is in Hafte to depart.
—And let Him depart. . Why fhould we wifh
for his longer Stay ; fince he can fhew us no-
thing but the Creation in Diftrefs? The flowery
Families lic dead, and the tuneful Tribes are
firuck dumb. The Trees, ftript of their Ver-
dure, and lafhed by Stormrs, fpread their naked
Arms to the enraged and relentlefs Heavens.
Fragrance nolonger ftoats in the Air but chill-
ing Damps hover, or cutting Gales blow. Na-
ture, divefted of all her beautiful Robes, fits,
like a forlorn difconfolate Widow, in her Weeds.
While Winds, in doleful Accents, howl; and
Rains, in repeated Showers, weep.

W E regret not, therefore, the fpeedy Depar-
ture of the Day. When the Room is hung
with funeral Black, and difmal Objeds are all
around 3 who would defire to have the glimmer-
ing Taper kept alive? Which can only difcover
Speacles of Sorrow ; can only make the Hor-

S 3 ('S
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ror vifible.—And, fince this mortal Life is little
better than a continual Confliét with Sin, or an
unremitted Struggle with Mifery ; is it nota gra-
cious Ordination, which has reduced our Age to
a Span? Fourfcore Years of Trial, for the Vir-
tuous, are fufficiently long ; and more than fuch
a Term, allowed to the Wicked, would render
them beyond all Meafure vile. Our Way to
the Kingdom of Heaven, lies through Tribula-
tions. Shall we then aecufe, fhall we not rather
blefs, the Proyidence, which has made the Paf-
fage fhort? Soon, foon we crofs the Vale of
Tears; and then arrive on the happy Hills,
where Light for ever fhines, where Joy for ever
fmiles.

SoMETIMES, the Day is rendered fhorter
ftill ; is almoft blotted out from the Year *. The
Vapours gather; they thicken into an impene-
trable Gloom; and obfcure the Face of the Sky.
At length, the Rains defcend. The Sluices of
the Firmament are opened ; and the low-hung
Clouds pour their congregated Stores. Copious
and unintermitted, ftill they pour; and #ill are

« unexhaufted. The Waters drop inceflantly

from the Eaves, and rufh in rapid Streams from
the Spouts. They roar along the chanelled
Pavements, and ftand in foul Shallows amidft
the Village-Streets. Now, if the inattentive
: Eye,

# Involvere Diem Nimbi & Nox bumida Ccelum
Abftulit— Virs.
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Eye, or negligent Hand, has left the Roof but
{cantily covered ; the infinuating Element finds
i's Way into every Flaw, and oozing through
the Cieling, at once upbraids and chaftifes the
carele(s Inhabitant. The Ploughman, foaked to
the Skin, leaves his half-tilled Acre. The poor
Poultry, dripping with Wet, croud into Shelter.
The Tenants of the Bough fold up their Wings,
afraid to flaunch into the ftreaming Air. The
Reafts, joylefs and difpirited, ruminate under
their Sheds. ‘The Roads fwim, and the Brooks
fwell.—The River, amidft 2ll this watry Fer-
ment, long contained itfelf within it’s appointed
Bounds. But, fwollen by innumerable Cur-
rents; and roufed, at laft, into uncontroulable
Rage ; burfts over i’s Banks; fhoots into the
Plain ; bears down all Oppofition ; fpreads itfelf
far and wide ; and buries the Meadow under a
brown, fluggifh, foaking Deluge.

How happy for Man, that this Inundaticn
comes, when there are no flowery Crops in the
Valley, to be overwhelmed ; no Fields ftand~
ing thick with Corn, to be laid wafte! At fuch
a Jun&ure, it would have been Ruiz to the
Hufbandinan and his Family : but, zhus timed, it
yields Manure for his Ground, and promifes
Him Riches in Reverfion. — How often, and
how long, has the Divine Majefty bore with
the moft injurious Affronts from Sinners | His
Goodnefs triumphed over their Perverfenefs, and

S 4 : gra-
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gracioufly réfufed to be exafperated. But, O pre-
fumptuoiis Creatures, multiply no longer your
Provocations. Urge not, by repeated Iniquities,
the Almighty Arm to ftrike; left hjs Long-fuf-
fering ceafe, and his fierce Anger break forth 3
break forth, like a Flood of Waters *, and {weep

you away, into irrecoverable and everlafting
Perdition.

How mighty ! How majefbic! 4nd O ! how
myfterious are thy Works, Thou G OD of Hea-
ven; and LOR D of Nature ! When the Air is
calm,  where fleep the Srormy Winds 2 In what
Chambers are they repofed, or in what Dun-
geons confined ! Till Thou art pleafed to awaken
their Rage, and throw open their Prifon-Doors,
Then, with irrefiftible Impetuofity they fly forth,
fcattering Dread, and menacing Deftru&ion,

THE Atmofphere is hurled into the moft tu-
multuous Confufion. The aereal Torrent burfts
i’s Way over Mountains, Seas, and Continents,
All ‘Things feel the dreadful Shock. All Things
tremble before the furious Blaft. The Foref?,
vexed and tore, groatis under the Scourge,
Her fturdy Sons are frained to the very Root,
and almoft fweep the Soil, they were wont to
fhade. The ftubborn Oak, that difdains to
bend, is dafhed headlong to the Ground; and

with
* Hof. v. 10,
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with fhattered Arms, with proftrate Trunk,
blocks the Road.— W hile the flexile Reed, that

fprings up in the Marfh, yiclding to the Guft (as

the meek and pliant Temper, to Injuries; or the
refigned and patient Spirit, to Misfortunes) 3
cludes the Force of the Storm, and furvives amidft
the wide fpread Havock.

For a Moment, the turbulent and outrageous
Sky, feems to be aflwaged : but, it intermits it’s
Wrath, only to increafe it’s Strength. Soon,
the founding Squadrons of the Air return to the
Attack, and renew their Ravages with redou-
bled Fury. The ftately Dome rocks, amidft the
wheeling Clouds. The impregnable Tower tot-
ters on it’s Bafis; and threatens to overwhelm,
whom it was intended to prote&. The ragoed
Rock is rent in Pieces *; and even the Hills,
the perpetual Hills, on their deep Foundations,
are fcarcely fecure.—Where, now, is the Place
of Safety ? When the City reels, and Houfes be-
come Heaps! Sleep affrighted flies. Diverfion
is turned into Horror. All is Uproar in the
Element; all is Confternation among Mortals ;
and nothing, but one wide Scene of ruefu] De-
vaftation, through the Land —Yet, this is’ only
an inferior Minifter of divine Difpleafure. The

<

Executioner of milder Indignation. How then,— |

O how will the lofty Locks of Man be bumbled,
and

* 1 Kings xix. 11,




266 A WINTER-PIECE,

and the Haughtinefs of Men be bowed down * 3
when the LORD G OD Omnipotent fhall 7e-
ditate Terror—when He fhall fet a// his Terrors
in Array—when He arifes, to judge the Nations,
and to fbake terribly the Earth ?

THE Ocan fwells with tremendous Commo-
tions. The ponderous Waves are heaved from
their capacious Bed; and almoft lay bare the un-
fathomable Deep. Flung into the moft rapid
Agitation, they fweep over the Rocks; they
lath the lofty Cliffs; and tofs themfelves into
the Clouds.- Navies are rent from their An-
chors ;3 and, with all their enormous Load,
are whirled, fwift as the Arrow, wild as the
Winds, along the vaft Abyfs.—Now, they climb
the rolling Mountain ; they plow the frightful

Ridge;

Mortalia Corda
Per Gentes humilis firavit Pavor.—

One would almoft imagine, that Z7rgi/ had read Jfaiab,
and borrowed his Ideas from Chap. ii. Ver. r1. The
bumilis and firawit of the one, {o exadtly correfpond
with the—/bumbled— bowed down—of the other. But,
in one Circumftance, the Prophet is very much fupe-
rior to the Poet. The Prophet, by giving a ftriking
Contrafi to his Sentiments, reprefents them with incom-
parably greater Energy. He fays not, Men in the
grofs, or the buman Heart in general: but Men of the
moft elated Looks ; Hearts big with the moft arrogant
Imaginations. Even t4z/z fhall ftoop from their fuper-
cilious Heights ; even rhgfe thall grovel in the Duft of
Abafement, and (hudder with all the Extremes of an
abje& Pufillanimity.
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Ridge ; and feem to {kim the Skies, Anon, they
plunge into the opening Gulf; they lofe the
Sight of Day; and are loft themfelves to every
Eye. How vain is the Pilot’s Art! How im-
potent the Mariner’s Strength! They reel to
and fro, and ftagger in the jarring Hold ; or
cling to the Cordage, while burfting Seas foam
over the Deck. Defpair is in every Face, and
Death fits threatening on every Surge.—DBut
why, O ye aftonithed Mariners, why fhould
youj -abandon yourfelves to Defpair? Is the
L OR D’s, Hand fhortened, becaufe the Waves
of the Sea rage horribly? Is his Ear deafencd,
by the roaring Thunders, and the bellowing
Tempeft? Cry, Cry unto HI M, who ¢ hold-
¢¢ eth the Winds in his Fift, and the Waters in
¢¢ the Hollow of his Hand.” HE is all gracious,
to hear; and almighty, to fave. If HE com-
mand, the Storm fhall be huthed to Silence : the
Billows fhall fubfide into a Calm: the Lightnings
fhall lay their fiery Bolts afide : and, infiead of
finking in a watry Grave, you fhall find Your-
felves brought to the defired Haven.

SoMETIMES, after a joylefs Day, a more
difmal Night fucceeds.—The lazy, louring Va-
pours had wove fo thick. a Veil, as the meri-
dian Sun could fcarcely penetrate. What Gloom
then ‘muft overwhelm the nocturnal Hours !
The Moon withdraws her Shining. Not a

- fingle
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fingle Star, is able to ftruggle through the deep
Arrangement of Shades. All is pitchy Darknefs,
without one enlivening Ray. How folémn !
How awful ! °Tis like the Shroud of Nature, or-
the Return of Chaos. I don’t wonder, that itis
the Parent of Terrors, and fo apt to ingender
Melancholy.—Lately, the Tempeft marked it’s
rapid Way with Aifchief ; now, the Nxohtdreﬁ'es
her filent Pavilion with Horror. :
I BAVE fometimes left the beaming Tapers,
withdrawn from the ruddy Fire, and plunged into
the thickeft of thefe footy Shades ; without re-
gretting the Change, rather exulting in it as
a welcome Deliverance. The very Gloom was
pleafing, was exhilarating, compared with the
Converfation, I quitted. The Speech of my
Companions (how does it grieve me, that I
fhould even once have Occafion to call them by
that Name!) was the Language of Darknefs :
was Horror to the Soul, and Torture to the Ear.
—Their Teeth were Spears and Arrows, and their
Tongue a fharp Sword, to {tab and aflaflinate
their Neighbour’s Chara&er. Their Throat was
an open Sepulchre, gaping to devour the Repu-
tation of the Innacent, ar taintingthe Air with
their virulent and polluted Breath. — Some-
times, their licentioys and ungovernable Dif-
courfe, thot Arrows of Profancnefs againft Hea-
ven itfelf 5 and, in proud Defiance; challenged
7 the
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the Refentment of Omnipotence,—Sometimes,
as if it was the Glory of human Nature, to che-
rifh the groffi/? Appetites of the Brute ; or the
Mark of 2 Gentleman, to have ferved an Appren-
ticefhip in a Brothel; the filthieft Jefts of the
Stews (if low Obfcenity can be a Jeft) were nau-
feoufly obtruded on the Company. All the modeft
Part were offended and grieved ; while the other
befotted Creatures laughed aloud, though the Le-
profy of Uncleannc(s appeared on their Lips.—
. Are not thefe Perfons Prifoners of Darknefss
though blazing Sconces, pour. artificial Day,
through their Rooms { Are not their Souls im-
mured in the moft baleful Shades; though the
Noon-tide Sun is brightened, by flaming on their
gilded Chariots?—They difcern not that great
and, adorable Being, who fills the Univerfe with
his infinite and glorious Prefence 5 who is all Eye,
to obferve their A&ions; all Ear, to examine
their Words. They know not the all fuflicient
Redeemer, nor the unfpeakable Bleffednefs of his
heavenly Kingdom. They are groping for the
Prize of Happinefs ; but will certainly grafp the
Thorn of Anxiety. They are wantonly fport-
ing on the Brink of 2 Precipice ; and are every
Moment in Danger of falling headlong, into ir=
retricvable Ruin, and endlefs Defpair.

THEY
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T HEY have forced me out, and are, per-
haps, deriding me in my Abfence : are charging
my Reverence for the ever-prefent G O D, and
my Concern for the Dignity of our rational Na-
ture, to the Account of Humour and Singularity 3
to Narrownefs of Thought, or- Sournefs of
Temper.—Be it fo.—I will indulge no Indig-
nation againft them. - If any Thing like it /hould
arife, I will convert it into Prayer—s: Pity them,
¢ O Thou Father of Mercies '—Shew them the
¢ Madnefs of their Profanenefs —Shew them
¢¢ the Bafenefs of their vile Ribaldry I—Let their
< diflolute Rant be turned into filent Sorrow and
¢¢ Confufion. Till they open their Lips, to adore
<< thine infulted Majefty, and to implore thy gra-
¢ cious Pardon. Tl they devote to thy Service,
¢¢ thofe focial Hours, and thofe fuperior Faculties,
¢ which they are now abufing—to the Dithonour
‘¢ ofthy Name—to the Contamination of their
¢ own Souls—and (unlefs timely Repentancein-
¢ tervene) to their everlafting Infamy and Per-
< dition.,,

I R1pE home amidft the gloomy Void. All
darkling and- folitary, I can fcarce difcern my
Horfe’s Head ; and only gpefs out my blind
Road. MNo Gompanion, but Danger; or, per-
haps, ¢ Deftru&tion ready at my Side *.”—But,
why do I fanfy myfelf falitary? Ts not the Fa-

ther

o

* Job xviii. 12,
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thet of Lights ; the Gop of my Life; the great
-and everlatting Friend ; always at my Right-
hand? Becaufe the Day is excluded, is his Om-
niprefence vacated ? Though I have no earthly
- Acquaintance near, to affift in cafe of a Misfor-
tune ; or to beguile the Time, and divert uneafy
Sufpicions, by entertaining Conferences; may I
‘not lay my Help upon the Almighty, and con-
verfe with Gop by humble Supplication? For
this Exercife, no Place is improper ; no Hour un-
“feafonable; and no Pofture incommodious. This
is Socicty, the beft of Society, even in Solitude.
This is a Fund of Delights, eafily portable, and
quite inexhauftible. A Zreafure this, of unknown
Value ; liable to no Hazard, from Wrong or Rob-
bery ; but perfecly fecure, to the lonely Wan-
derer, in the moft darkfome Paths.

Anp why fhould I diftrefs myfelf with Ap-
prehenfions of Peril This Accefs to Gop, isnot
only an indefeafible Privilege, but a kind of am-
bulatory Garrifm. ‘Thofe, who make known
their Requefts unto Gop, and rely upon his
prote&ing Care; he gives his Angels Charge
over their Welfare. His Angels are commif-
fioned, to efcort themin their Travelling; and to
hold up their Goings, that they dath not their
Foot againft a Stone*. Nay, He Himfelf conde-
{cends to be their Guardian, and ¢ keeps all

¢ their

¥ P alEXclNIT, 12,
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-¢¢ their Bones, {o that not one of them is broken.>

—Between thefe Perfons, and the moft mifchiey-
ous Objscls, a Treaty of Peace is concluded,
The Articles of this grand Alliance, are recorded
in the Book of Revelation ; and will, when it is
-for the real Benefit of Believers, affuredly be made
.good, in the Adminiftrations of Providence., J/x
that Day, faith the L O R D, will ] make a Cove-
nant for them with the Beafis.of the Field, and with
the Fowls of Heaven, and with the creeping Things of
the Ground; and they fhall be in League with the
Stones of the Field*.  Though they fall headlong
on the Flints; even the Flints, fitted to fra®ure
the Skull, fhall receive them as into the Arms of
Friendfhip; and not offer to hurt, whom the
Lorp is pleafed to preferve.

May I then enjoy the Prefence of this gra-
cious G oDb, and Darknefs and Light fhall be
both alike. Let HIM whifper Peace to my
Confcience ; and this dread Silence fhall be more
charming, than the Voice of Eloguence, or the
Strains of Mufic. Let HIM reveal bis ravith-
ing Perfe&tions in my Soul ; and I {hall not want
the faffron Beauties of the Morn, the golden
Glories of Noon, or the impurpled Evening Sky.
T fhall figh only for thofe moft defirable and di-

flinguifhed Realms ; where, the Light of HIS
Coun-

* Jobv.23. Hof. ii. 18,
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Countenance perpetually fhines, and confequently
—<¢ there is * no Night there,”

How furprifing are the Alterations of Nature !
I left her, the preceding Evening, plain and un-
adorned. But, now, a thick Rhime has fhed it’s
hoary Honours over all. It has fhagged the
Fleeces of the Sheep, and crifped the Traveller’s
Locks. The Hedges are richly fringed, and all
the Ground is profufely powdered. The down-
ward Branches are tafleled with Silver, and the
upright are feathered with the plumy Wave.

THE Fine, are not always the Faluable.
The Air, amidft all thefe gaudy Decorations,
is charged with chilling and wuzwholfome Damps.
The raw hazy Influence fpreads wide; fits deep;
hangs heavy and oppreflive on the Springs of
Life. A liftlefs Languor clogs the.animal Func-
tions; and the purple Stream glides but faintly
through it’s Chanels. In vain, the Ruler of the
Day exerts his beaming Powers : In vain, He at-
tempts to difperfe this Infurrection of Vapours.
The fullen, malignant Cloud refufes to depart.
It envelops the World, and intercepts the Prof~
pect. 1 look abroad for the neighbouring Vil-
lage; I fend my Eye in queft of the rifing
Turret; but am {carce able to difcern the very
next Houfe. Where are the blue Arches of

VOL, II 18 Heaven ?

RV e e




274 A WINTER-PIECE.
Heaven ? Where is the radiant Countenance of
the Sun? Where the boundlefs Scenes of Crea-
tion ? Loft; loft are their Beauties ; quenched
their Glories. The thronged Theatre of the
Univerfe feems an empty Void ; and all it’s ele-
gant Pictures; an undiftinguithed Blank.~—Thus
would it have been with our intelle€tual Views,
if the Gofpel had not come in to our Relief. We
fhould have known, neither our true Good, nor
real Evil. We had been a Riddle to ourfelves 3
the prefent State all Confufion, and the futere im-
penetrable Darknefs. But, the Sun of Righte-
oufnefs, arifing with potent and triumphant
Beams, has diflipated the interpofing Cloud: Has
opened a Profpe&, more beautiful, than the Blof-
foms of Spring ; more chearing, than the Trea-
fures of Autumn ; and far more inlarged, than the
Extent of the vifible Syftem. Which, having
led the Eye of the Mind, through Fields of
Grace, over Rivers of Righteoufnefs, and Hills
crowned with Knowledge ; terminates, atlength,
in the Heavens ; fweetly lofing itfelf, in Regions
of infinite Blifs, and endlefs Glory.

As I walk along the Fog, it feems, at fome
little Diftance, to be almoft folid Gloom 5 fuch
as would thut out every Glimpfe of Light, and
totally imprifon me in Obfcurity. But, when I
approach, and enter it I find myfelf agreeably
miftaken, and the Miflt much tbianer, than it ap=

peareds
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peared—Such is the Cafe, with regard to the Suf-
ferings of the prefent Life ; they are not, when ex-
perienced, fo dreadful, as a timorous Imagination
furmifed. Such alfo is the Cafe, with reference
to the Gratifications of Senfe; they prove not,
when enjoyed, fo fubftantial, as a fanguine Ex-
pectation reprefented. In both Inftances, we are
gracioufly difappointed. The keen Edge of the
Calamity is blunted, that it may not wound us
with incurable Anguith: the exquifite Relifh of
the Profperity is palled, that it may not captivate
our Affeétions, and enflave them to inferior De-
lights.

SOoMETIMES, the Face of Things wears a
more pleafing Form; the very Reverfe of the
foregoing. The fober Evening advances, ta
clofe the fhort-lived Day. The Firmament,
clear and unfullied, puts on it’s brighteft Blue.
The Stars, in thronging Multitudes, and with a
peculiar Brilliancy, glitter thro’ the fair Expanfe.
While the Zro/? pours it’s fubtle and penetrating
Influence, all around. Sharp and intenfely fevere,
all the long Night, the rigid Ather continues it’s
Operations. When, late and flow, the Morn-
ing opens her pale Eye; in what a curious and
amufing Difguife is Nature drefled ! The Icicles,
jagged and uneven, are pendent on the Houfes.
A whitith Film incrufts the Windows, where
mimic Landfcapes rife, and fanfied Figures

Pl fwell,
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fwell. The fruitful Fields are hardened to Iron
the moiftened NMeadows are congealed to Mar-
ble; and both refound (an Effe€t unknown be-
}'ore) with the Peafant’s hafty Tread. The
S¢ream is arrefted in it’s Career, and it’s ever-
flowing Surface chained to the Banks.. The
fluid Paths become a folid Road ; where the fin-
ny Shoals were wont to rove, the fportive Youth
flide, or the rattling Chariots roll *.  And (what
would f{eem, to an Inhabitant of the Southern
World,?as unaccountable as the deepeft Myfteries
of our Religion) that very fame Breath of Hea-
ven, which cements the Lakes into a cryftal Pave-
ment; cleaves the Oaks, as it were with invifible
Wedges : ¢ breaks in Pieces the Northern Iron,
<« and the Steel;” even while it builds a Bridge

¢ of Icy Rock, over the Seas .
TuE Air is all Serenity. Refined by the ni-
trous Particles, it affords the moft diftin& Views,
and

* Uridaque jam tergo ferratos [uflinet orbes,
Puppibus illa prius patulis, uunc hofpita planfiris.
raque diffiliunt vulgo. Virc.
+ Fob xxxviii. 30. The Waters are bid, locked
vp from the Cattle’s Lips, and fecured from the
Fifher’s Net, as Wells were wont to be clofed with
a ponderous and impenetrable Stoze. And not only
Lakes and Rivers, but zbe Surface of the great Deep,
with it’s reftlefs and uncontroulable Surges, s taken
Captive Y7257 by the Froft, and bound in fhining
Fetters.
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and extenfive Profpe&ts. The Seeds of lnfetion
are killed; and the Peffilence deftroyed, even
in Embryo. So, the Cold of Affliition tends to
mortify our Corruptions, and fubdue our vi-
cious Habits.—The crouding Atmofphere con-
ftringes our Bodies,‘ and braces our Nerves. The
Spirits are buoyant, and fally brifkly on the Exe-
cution of their Office. In the Summer-Months,
fuch an unclouded Sky, and fo bright a Sun,
would have melted us with Heat, and foftened
us into Supinenefs. We fhould have been ready
to throw our Limbs under the fpreading Beach,
and to lie at Eafe by the murmuring Brook.
But, now, none loiters in his Path ; none is feen
with folded Arms. Allis in Motion; al}is Ac-
tivity. Choice, prompted by the Weather, fup-
plies the Spur of Neceflity. Thus, the rugged
School of Misfortune, often trains up the Mind,
to a vigorous Exertion of it’s Faculties. The
bleak Climate of Adver/ity, often infpirits us with
2 manly Refolution. When a foft and downy
Affluence, perhaps, would have relaxed all the
generous Spring of the Soul; and have left it
enervated with Pleafure,. or diffolved in Indo-
lence.

<€ COL D cometh out of the North.” The
Winds, having fwept thofe Defarts of Snow,
arm themfelves with Millions of frozen Particles,

and make a fierce Defcent upon our Ifle.  Under
At black




278 A WINTER-PIECE,

black and fcowling Clouds, they drive, dreadfu]ly
whxzzmg, through the darkened Air. They
growl around our Houfes ; affault our Doors 5
and, cager for Entrance, faffen on ouf Windows.
Walls can fcarce reftrain them ; H Bars are unable
to exclude them ; throuOh every Cranny they
force their Way. Ice is on their Wings; they
fcatter Agues, through the Land 3 and Wmter,
all Winter, rages as they go. Their Breath is as
2 fearing * Iron to the little Verdure, left in the
Plains. Vaftly more pernicious to the tender
Plants, than the fharpeft Knife; they kill their
Branches, and wound the very Root. Let not
the Corn venture to pecp too frec]y from the En-
trenchment of the Furrow let not the fruit-
- bearing Bloffoms dare to come abroad, from their
Lodgment in the Bark; left thefe murderous
Blafts intercept and felze the unwary btranoers,

and deﬁroy the Hopes of the advancmg Year.
O, ’tis feverely ‘cold ! Who is fo hardy, as
not to (hrmk at this ex::ﬂ vely pzmbzng Weather 2
See !

* This, I fuppo{e, is the Meaning of that ﬁgu-
rative Expreflion, ufed by the Prophet Habakkuk';
who, fpeaking of the Chaldzans invading ju(l’rta,
fays — Their Faces, or the Incurfions they make,
JSeall fup up, fhall {wallow greedily, fhall devour ut-
terly, the Inhabitants of the Country, and their va-
luable Effe@s ; as the keen, corroding Blafts of the
Eaft-Wind, deﬂroy every green Thmg in t.ze Flcld
Hab. 1. 9
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See! Every Face is pale. Even the blooming
Cheeks contra¢t a gelid Hue; and the Teeth

. hardly forbear chattering.—Ye that fit eafy and

joyous, amidft your commodious Apartments,
folacing yourfelves in the diffufive Warmth of
your Fire ; be mindful of your Brethren, in the
chearlefs Tenement of Poverty. Their fhattered
Panes are open to the piercing Winds; a tat-
tered Garment, f{carcely covers their fhivering
Fleth ; while a few faint and dying Embers on
the fqualid Hearth, rather mock their Wifhes,
than warm their Limbs.—While the generous
Juices of Oporto, fparkle in your Glaflis; or
the Streams, beautifully tinged and delicioufly
flavoured with the Chinefe Leaf, {fmoak in the ele-
gant Porcelain: O remember, that many of
your Fellow-Creatures, amidft all the Rigour
of thefe inclement Skies, are emaciated with
Sicknefs; benumbed with Age; and pining with
Hunger. Let ¢ their Loins blefs you,” for
comfortable Cloathing. Reftore them with Me-
dicine; regale them with Food ; and baffle the
raging Year. So, mayyou never know any of their
Diftrefles, but only by the Hearing of the Ear ;
the Seeing of the Eye; or the Feeling of a tender
Commiferation !—Methinks, the bitter blufter-
ing Winds plead for the poor Indigents. May
they breathe Pity into your Breafts ; while they
blow Hardfhips into #heir Huts |—Obferve thofe

T 4 blye
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blue Flames, and ruddy Coals, in your Chim-
ney: quickened by the Cold, they look more
lively, and glow more ftrongly. Silent, but fea-
fonable Admonition to the gay Circle, that chat
and fnile around them? Thus, may your Hearts;
at fuch a Junéture of Need, kindle into a pecu-
liar Benevolence | Detain not your fuperﬂtious
Piles of Wood. : Let them haften to the Relief
of the ftarving Family.  Bid them: expire.in many
a. willing Blaze, to mitigate the Scverity. of the
Seafon, and chear the bleak Abodes of Want.
-So fhall they afcend, mingled with Thankfgivings
to Gop, and ardent Prayers for your Welfare—
afcend, more grateful to Heaven, than Columns
of the moft ceftly Incenfe.

Now the Winds ceafe. Having brought their
Load, they are difmifled from Service. They
have wafted an immenfe Cargo of Clouds,
which empty themfelves in Sww. At firft, a
few {cattered Shreds come wandering down the
faddened Sky. This flight Skirmijfh is fucceeded
by a general Onfet. The Flakes, large, and
numerous, and. thick-wavering defcend. They
_ dim the Air, and haften the Approach of Night.
Through all the Night, in fotteft Silence, and
with a continual Flow, this fleecy Shower falls.
Tn the Morning, when we awake, what a fur-
prifing Change appears | — Is this the fame
World? Here is no Diverfity of Colour! I can
hardly diftinguith the Trees, from the Hills on

6 which
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_which they grow. Which are the Meadows,
and which the Plains? Where are the green
Paftures, and where the fallow Lands ? Al
Things lie blended in bright Confufion. S
bright, that it heightens the Splendor of Day,
and even dazles the Organs of Sight.—The Lawn
is not f{o fair, as this fnowy Maantle, which in--
velts the Fields ; and even the Lil);, was the Lily
to appear, would look tarnifhed in it’s Prefence.
I can think of but ene Thing, which excels or
equals the glittering Robe of Winter. Is any Per-
fon defirous to know my Meaning? He may find
it explained in that admirable Hymn *, compofed
by the Royal Penitent. Is any defirous to poflefs
this matchlefs Ornament? He will find it offered
to his Acceptance, in every Page of the Gofpel.

SeE! (for the Eye cannot fatisfy itfelf, with-
out viewing again and again the curious, the
delicate Scene) See ! how the Hedges are habit-
ed, like fpotlefs Veftals ! The Houfes are roofed
with Uniformity and Luftre. The Meadows
are covered with a Carpet of the finet Ermine 1.

The

% Can any Thing be whiter than Snow ? Yes, faith
Dawid; if Gop be pleafid to wafh me from my Sins
in the Blood of CHRIST, I fball be even avhiter than
Snow. Pfal. li. 7. See Page 145, 146.

+ This Animal is Milk-white. As for thofe black
Spots, which We generally fee, in Linings of Ermine,
they are added by the Furrier. In order to diverfify
the Appearance, F heighten the Beauty, of the native

o
Colour.
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The Groves bow, beneath the lovely Burdens
and all, all below, is one wide, immenfe, thining
Wafte of White.—By deep Snows, and heavy
Rains, GO D fealeth up the Hand of every Man.
And for this Purpofe, adds our facred Philofo-
pher, that all Men may know bis Work*, He con-
fines them within their Doors, and puts a Stop to
their fecular Bufinefs; that they may confider the
Things, which belong to their fpiritual Welfare,
T'hat, having a Vacation from their ordinary Em-
ploy, they may obferve the Works of his Power,
and become acquainted with the Myfteries of his
Grace. :

AN D worthy, worthy of all Obfervation, are
the Works of the great Creator. They ate
prodigioufly various, and perfedly amazing.
How pliant and du&ile is Nature, under his
forming Hand! At his Command, the felf-fame
Subftance aflumes the moft different Shapes; and

is transformed into an endlcfs Multiplicity of

Figures. 1f HE ordains, the Water is monlded
into Hail, and difcharzed upon the Earth like a
Volley of Shot; or, it is confolidated into Ice,
and defends the Rivers, ¢ as it were with a
¢ Breaft-plate.” At the bare Intimation of his
Will, the very fame Element is fcattered in
Hoar-Froft, like a Sprinkling of the moft atte-
auated Afhes; or, is fpread over the Surface of

5 the

* Job xxxvii. 7,
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the Ground, in thefe Couches of fwelling and
flaky Down.
¥ T ug Snow,; however it may carry the Ap-
pearance of Cold, affords a warm Garment for
the Corn ; fcreens it from nipping Frofts, and
cherifhes it’s infant Growth. It will sbide for
a while, to exerta proteéting Care, and exercife
%41 foftering Influence, Then, touched by the
Sun, or thawed by a foftening Gale; the furry
Vefture, melts into genial Moitture ; finks deep
into the Soil, and faturates it’s Pores with the dif-

. folving Nitre: replenifhing the Glebe with thofe
Principles of vegetative Life, which wiil open
into the Bloom of Spring, and ripen into the
Fruits of Autumn.—Beautiful Emblem this, and
comfortable Reprefentation of the Divine #ord;
both in the fuccefsful, and advantageous lffue of
its Operation ! As the Rain cometh dotwn, and the
Snow from Heaven, and returncth not thither, but
svatereth the Earth, and maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give Seed to,the Scwer, and Bread to
the Eater : So fball my IV ord be, that goeth forth out
of my Mouth : it fhall not relurn unto me woidy but
Jhall accomplifb that which I pleafe, andit jhall prof-
per in the Thing whereunto I fent it ¥,

N aTURE, atlength, puts off her lucid Veil.
She dropsit, in a trickling Zbaw. The loofened

Snow,

* Ifa. lv. 10, 11.
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Snow, rolls in Sheets from the Houfes, Various
Openings fpot the Hills ; which, even while we
look, become larger, and more numerous. - The
Trees rid themielves, by Degrees, of the hoary
Incumbrance. Shook from the fpringing Boughs,
<Part falls heavy to the Ground, Part fijes abroad
in fhining Atoms. Our Fields and Gardens,
dately buried beneath the drifted Heaps, rife plain
and diftinét to View.—Since we fee Nature onc
2gzin, has the no verdant Traces, no beautiful
Features, left ! They are, like real Friends, very
rare; and therefore the more particularly to be
regarded, the more highly to be valued.—Here
and there, the /Zz/ly hangs out her glowing Ber-
vies 3 the Lauruftinus {preads her graceful Tufts ;
and both, under a Covert of unfading Foliage.
—The plain, but bardy 7oy, cloathes the de-
crepit, crazy Wall; nor fhrinks from the friendly
Ofiice, tho’ the Skies frown, and the Storm roars:
—The Laurel, firm, ere®, and bold, expands
it’s Leaf of vivid Green. In fpite of the unit-
ed, the repeated Attacks of Wind, and Rain, and
Froft, it preferves an undifmayed lively Look;
and maintainsit’s Poft, while withering Millions
fall around. Worthy, by vanquiﬂling the rug-
ged Force of Winter, worthy to adorn the tri-
umphant Conqueror’s Brow.—Nor muft I for-
get the Bay-tree 5 which fcorns to be a mean
Penfioner, on afew tranfient funny Gleams ; or,
with
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with a fervile Obfequioufnefs, to vary it’s Ap-
pearance, in Conformity to the changing Sea-
fons. By fuch Indications of fterling Worth,
and {taunch Refolution, reading a Lecture to the
Poet’s Genius ;3 while it weaves the Chaplet for
his Temples.—Thefe, and a few other Plants,
clad with native Verdure, retain their comely Af-
pe&, in the bleakeft Climes, and in the coldeft
Months.

SucH, and fo durable, are the Accomplifh-
ments of a r¢fined Underftanding, and an amiable
Temper. The tawdry Ornaments of Drefs,
which catch the unthinking Vulgar, {foon become
infipid and defpicable. The rubied Lip, and, the
rofy Cheek fade. Even the fparkling Wit *,

as

# « How little does God efleem the Things that
¢ Ment count great; the Endowments of #i¢ and
« Eloquence, that Mez admire in fome! Alas! how
« poor are they to Him ! He refpecteth not any
« who are wife in Heart: they are nothing, and
« lefs than nothing, in his Eyes. Even «ai/e Men
« admire, how litcle it is that Men know ; how
¢ fmall a Matter lies under the Sound of thefe
« popular Wonders, a learned Man, a great Scholar,
« a great Statefman. How much more doth the
« all.wife Gop meanly account of Thefe ! He often
difcovers, even to the World, their Meannels.
¢ He befools them. So Valour, or Birth, or worldly
Greatnefs, thefe He gives, and gives as Things
He makes no great Reckoning of, to fuch as fhall
never fee his Face ; and calls to the Inheritance of

. ¢ Glory




286 A WINTER-PIECE;

as well as the fparkling Eye, pleale but for 4
Moment. But the virtuous Mind has Charms;
which furvive the Decay of every inferior Ems
bellithment: Charms, which add to the Fra-
grancy of the Flower, the Permanency of the
SUerz prel SR -

SucH, likewife; is the Happinefs of the fin-
cerely Religious; like a Tree, fays the infpired
Moralift, ¢ whofe Leaf fhall not fall.” He bor-
rows not his Peace from external Circumftances ;
but hasa Fund within, and is ¢ fatisfied froni
¢¢ himfelf *.” Even though impoverifhed by ca-
lamitous Accidents; He is rich in the Poffeffion
of Grace, and richer in the Hope of Glory. His
Joys are infinitely fuperior to, as well as nobly
independent on, the tranfitory Glow of fenfual
Deliglhit, or the capricious Favours of, what the

World calls, Fortune.
Ir

¢ Glory poor defpifed Credtures, that are looked on
& as the Of feonrings, and Refufe of the World.”

—T HU S fays an excellent Autlior ; who writes
with the moft amiable Spirit of Benevolence; with
the moft unaffedted Air of Humility ; and like the
facred Originals, from which He copies, with a ma-
jeftic Simplicity of Stile.—Whofe fele? Works 1 may
venture to recommend, not only as a Treafure, but
asa Ming of genuine, flerling, evangelical Piety. —
See Page 520, of Archbithop LE1G HT G Ns feled?
Werks, the Edinburgh Edition, O&avo  Which it is
neceflary to fpecify, becaufe the Lozdon Edition does
not contain that Part of his \Uritings, which has fuP“,
plied me with the preceding Quoration,

*® Proyv. xiv. 14,
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1f the Smow compofes the light armed Troops
of the Sky ; methinks; the Hail conflitutes it’s
heavy Artillery ¥.  When driven by a vehement
Wind, with what dreadful Impetuofity, does that
ftony Shower fall ! How it rebounds from the
frozen Ground, and rattles on the refounding
Dome ! It attenuates the Rivers into Smoke, or
fcourges them into Foam. It crufthes the infant
Flowers; cuts in Pieces the Gardener’s early
Plants; and batters the feeble Fortification of his
Glaffes into Shivers. - It darts into the Travel-
ler’s Face: He turns, with Hafte, from the
Stroke ; or feels, on his Cheek, for the gufhing
Blood: If he would retreat into the Houfe, it
follows him even thither; and, like a determined
Enemy, that pufhes the Purfuit, dafhes through
the crackling Panes.—But, the fierce Attack is
quickly over. The Clouds have foon fpent their
Shafts; foon unftrung their Bow. Happy for the
Tnhabitants of the Earth, that a Sally fo dread-
fully furious; fhould be fo remarkably fhort/ 'What
elfe could endure the Shock, or efcape De-

ftruction ?
Burt

* He cafleth forth bis Ice like Morfels; Pfal. cexlviic
17. Which, in modern Language, might be thus ex-
prefled : He poureth bis Hail like a Volley of Shot. ‘The
Word D, inadequately tranflated Mor/e/s, alludes
I think, tothofe Fragments of the Rock, or thofe /maoth
Stones from the Brook, which, in the Day of Batile,
the Warriors hurled from their Slings.
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B u T, behold a Bow, of no hoftile Intention !
A Bow, painted in variegated Colours, on the dif-
burdened Cloud. How vaft is the Extent, how
delicate the Texture, of that fbowery Arch! It
compafleth the Heavens, with a glorious Circle ;
and teaches us to forget the Horrors of the Storm.
Elegant it’s Form, and rich it’s Tincture; but,
more delightful it’s facred Significancy. While
the Violet z}nd the Rofe, bluth in it’s beautiful
Afpe&t; the Olive-branch fmiles in it’s gracious
Import. It writes, in radiant Dyes, what the
Angels fung in harmonious Strains ; ¢ Peace on
¢t Earth, and Good-will towards Men,” It is
the Stamp of Jufurance, for the Continuance of
Seed-Time, and Harveft; for the Prefervation
and Security of the vifible World #. Tt is the
comfortable Zoken t, of a better State, and a hap-
pier Kingdom—a Kingdom, where Sin fhall
ceafe, and Mifery be abolithed; where Storms
thall beat, and Winter pierce no more; but Ho-
linefs, Happinefs, and Joy, like one unbounded
Spring, for ever, ever bloom.

* Gen. ix, 12—16, 1 Rev. iv. 3.
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