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TO THE HONOURAEBLE
LADY ARABELLA DENNY.
MADAM,

T uis work, fo eminently calcula-
ted to promoete the caufe of Virtue, in
forming the minds of the Female Sex,
for whom it is more particularly de-
figned, {ubmits itfelf to your protec-
tion : as its native worth will acquire
a double value, when recommended
to their attention by one whofe di-
ftinguifhed virtues have warmed their
breafts with the noblelt emulation.
What to them can appear greater,
than to be efteemed, as You, the
comfortrefs of affli¢tion! the fupport
of feeble age! the refuge of the wi-
ow and helplefs orphan, whofe in-
fant hands are ever raifed to the Deity
Aty to




iv DEDICATION.
to implore bleflings and length of hap-
py. days for thofe who inftrutted them,
in yet imperfe& accents, 10 praife
Him ? Impute not this to flattery; he
who flatters commends not, and no-
thing can be more inconfiftent with
the fincerity with which I am,

MADAM,
Your moft obedient Servant,

The Epiror. |

.
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PREFACGCE

THE corruption of the age is a complaint
with many men who contribute to increafe
it. In like manner, the inattention of the
cople is a complaint with many preachers
who are themfelves to blame. A dull dif-
courfe naturally produces a hiftlefs audience;
there being few hearers who will attend to
that by which their hearts are not engaged,
or their imaginations entertained. To enw=
tertain the imagination principally, were a
poor, and indeed 2 vitious aim in a preachers
To engage the heart, with a view to mend
it, fhould be his grand ambition. Any far-
ther than as it may prove fome way or other
fubfervient to that, entertainment fhould ne-
ver be admitted into a fermon. There, to
fay the truth, we feldom meet with too
much of the latter. Would to God we of-

ten met there with more of the former !
The author of the following Difcourfes
was prompted to publifh them, from an un-
feigned regard for the Female Sex; from a
fervent zeal for the beft interefts of fociety,
on which he believes their difpofitions and
deportment will ever have a mighty influ-
A3 ence;




vi PREF-ACE:

ence; and, laftly, from a fecret defire, long
felt, of trying whether that ftyle of preach-
ing, which to him appears, upon the whole,
'ui,zpted to an auditory above the vulgar
rank, might fucceed on a fubject of this na-
ture; nothing in the kind, that he knows of,
havmg been endeavoured before, in any lan-
guage. That the attempt was as difficult as
it was new, and that this very difficulty was
probably the caufe of its having been hither-
to declined, he could not help confidering,
at the fame time ; and the confideration cre-
ated {uch a-diffidence of fuccefs, as made him
defirous of concealing himfelf. With refpeét
to the candour of the public, he entertained
no diftruft.. On that he cheerfully relied for.
every proper allowance, particularly as to
fome fingularities in the compofition, upon
which he would net have ventured, but for
the uncommonnefs of the occafion: Nor has
he been difappointed.—But the public has
not fhewn candour only; it has even exer- |
cifed indulgence ; perfons of both fexes, of
various denominations, and of different taftes, |
having joined in expreﬂ'mg the moft generous
approbanon the fears that attended the firlt
experiment being. thus difpelled, there was
no longer any reafon for fuppreﬁ'mg tha
writer’s
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writer’s name.. And indeed it had been 1n
vain, the majority of his readers having im-
mediately difcovered him.

Their very favourable opinion, fo far be~
vond his expeftation, affords him peculiar
§>icazfure, as it raifes his hopes, that what is
here fuggefted may, by the blefling of Hea-
ven, which he humbly implores, contribute
to the improvement of the moft agrecable
part of the creation, and be of confequence
both to their own felicity, and that of millions
with whom they are now, or may be here-
after, conne@ed. In this cafe, it will add to
his happinefs to refle, that he has readered
the plain, voice of Truth acceptable amongft
thofe who are daily tempted by the fyren-
fong of Flattery.

Befides many corretions and enlargements
in this edition, the two laft {fermons of the
former, being much too long, are here di-

* wided into four ; by which means the atten-

tion of the reader will be relieved, and the
fize of the volumes is brought to an equali-
ty. The rules relating to Devotion, which
before occupied only the fecond part.of the
eleventh {fermon, now employ the whole of it,
{0 as to follow ont, in a regular conneion,
the fubjeét of Female Piety; and the other

Acans part




viii PREFACE:
part concerning Good Works, comes after,
in its natural order.

The preacher is willing to hope, that wo-
men of moft conditions, and at all ages, may
meet with fome ufeful counfel, or fome f{a-
lutary hint, thould curiofity incite them to
look into thefe Difcourfes. Should any of
thofe young perfons in genteel life, to whom
they are chiefly addrefled, deem the repre-
henfions they contain too fevere, or too in-
difcriminate, he can only fay, that, as all
were di¢tated by friendfhip no lefs than by
convition, fo he withes to be underftood,
that many were occafioned by a partieular
obfervation of thefe charaéters and manners
which are efteemed fathionable amongft the
Young and the Gay of this metropolis. In
the country (a denomination, which, as mat-
ters are commonly conduéted, he can by no
means allow to the neighbourhood of Lon-
don) the contagion of vice and folly, it may
be prefumed, is not fo epidemical. In fhort,
he is perfuaded, that women of worth and
{enfe are to be found every where, but moft
frequently in the calm of retreat, and amidft
the coplnefs of recolleétion,

CON-
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Sermons

To YOUNG WOMEN.

SERMON 1.

On the Importance of the Female Sex,
efpecially the Younger Part.

1 Tim. ii. 9. 10.
¥ willam---that women adorn themfelves in modeff ap=
parel, with [hamefacednefs and fobriety; not awith
broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or cofily array; but

(avbich becometh women profeffing godlinefs) awith
good works.

« CAN a maid forget her ornaments, ora
“ bride her attire?” is the Almighty’s
queftion by the mouth of a prophet. Splen-
did attire, and rich ornaments, are, in many
parts of Scripture, fpoken of without cen-
fure, and in fome with approbation.—

e




_orders of bcauty, rife to the admiration of

_for. the provifion and accommodation of

14 SERMONS TO | Ser. 1.

“ The king’s daughter,” fays the Pfalmift,
“is 2ll glorlouu within;” he adds, ¢ her
“ clothing is of wrought gold; the fhall be

“ brought unto the king in raiment of

¢ needle-work.” The virtuous woman is
in the Proverbs applauded for ¢ clothing

¢ her houfehold with {carlet, and herfelf

¢ with filk and purple.” The Creator has
poured unbounded beauty over his works.
Witnefs the flowers of the field, celebrated
by our Saviour himfelf; witnefs the gems
of the mine, mentioned in the Revelation
of St John, as employed to give additional
luftre even to the New Jerufalem ; witnefs,
in fhort, all that wonderful colouring, and
thofe f"ur plOpOltlUﬂb, that pleafe the eye,
and amufe the imagination, with endlefs
variety. Who can refift, who indeed ought
to refift, the agreeable effc&’ Surely the
Author of Ne.tme does nothing in vain. He

furely meant, that by beholding her with

- delight we mxoht be led to copy her wsith

care, .and f.om contemplating the inferior
that which is fupreme. :
As he has furnifhed infinite materials for

the exercife and entertainment, no. lefs than

AR
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Ser. L. Younce WoOMEN. 1%
man ; fo has he infpired that genius, and
fupplied thofe powers by which they are
moulded into form, and heightened into
{plendor. We are warranted to fay fo'by
Revelation itfelf, where we are exprefsly
told, that ¢ the fpirit of the Loxd filled Beza-
leel, Aholiab, and others, with wifdom, and
underftanding, and knowledge to devife and
work all manner of curious and cunning
works of the carver of wood, the cutter of
ftones, the jeweller, the engraver, the weaver,
the embroiderer in blue and in purple, in
{carlet and in fine linen.” What multituds
are daily employed and comfortably {fupport-
ed by thefe and fuch like ornamental arts,
any one is ignorant.

t works of ingenuity and elegance are

S5

particulurly becoming in your fex; and that
the ftudy of them ought to eater into female
edt y as much as pollible, all, I think,

In fiue, none but the moft con-
the moft prejudiced, will deny that
women may avail themfelves of every decent
attraftion, that can lead to a ftate for which
they were manifelily formed; and that,
fhould they, by any neglect of their perfons,
rendzr themfzlves lefs amiable than God has

: made




16 SERMONS To Sero L,

made them, they would fo far difappoint the
defign of their creation.

Thefe confiderations will, I apprehend, be
thought more than fufficient to prove, that
the paffage of St Paul, which I have fele&ted
for my text, is not to be underftood firiély
and abfolutely, where it feems to condemn
female ornament in general. It was common
with the Hebrews to exprefs comparative
precepts in a pofitive manner, as might be
thewn from a number of texts. But you are
not difpofed to doubt it. What then is our
apoﬁles m»amng’ “ I would exhort and

‘ even enjoin Chriftian women always to

. ““ drefs with decency and moderation ; never
“to go beyond their circumitances, nor a-
€ fplre abpve their ftation, fo as to preclude

‘or hinder works of mercy; nor to value
“ them{elves on their drefs, or defpife others
“ more meanly habited; in fhort, never to
““ fpend too much time or thought on the
 embellifhment of the body, but always to
¢ prefer the graces of the mind, modefty,
“ meeknefs, prudencé, piety, and all virtu-

‘“ ous and charitable occupations, all beautiful -

“ and ufeful accomplifhments, fuited to their

“ rank and condition. Thefe are the chief
* ornameats of thelr fex ; thefe will render
¢ them
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Ser. 1. Youne WOMEN. 17
« them truly lovely as Women, and as Chri-
¢ fians; thefe will more peculiarly become
« them ?”- Such, I conceive, is the doétrine
of this divine writer, and of his fellow
apoftie St Peter, on the fame fubject : and
fuch, in fubftance, was the doétrine of fome
of the wifeft Heathens. Give me leave to
quote one of them: It is not gold, nor
¢ emeralds, nor purple; but modeity, gra-
« vity, and decent deportment, than can truly
« adorn a woman.” Ah, my fair friends!
how attradtive and how happy might all
of you be, were you effetually perfuaded
to form yourfelves on fuch maxims ; and
what fingular pleafure would it afford the
preacher, if, by the blefling of God, he
might {o perfuade you !

Princes, it has been faid, and young wo-
men, feldom hear truth. Itisa melancholy
confideration. Flattery you have often heard,
and fometimes, I doubt not, liftened to. May
he hope for your attention, whofe charater
forbids him to flatter, and whofe principles
are equally averfe to it: Nothing, I am con-
vinced, can be more pernicious to our beft
interefts, than the adulation with which you
are fo early and fo generally entertained.
You will not look for it here. But be not

afraid,




SERMONS TO

18 Ser. I
afraid, on the other hand, of the bitternefs of;
reproach, or the bluntlefs of incivility. If}
any thing fhould appear harfh, be aflured it} e
proceeds from real regard. We would not,
willingly offend, we are naturally folicitous’
to pleafe you: but we dare not promote your 4
_ pleafure at the expence of your improvement,
il | To tendernefs and refped you are entitled ;|
but certainly faithful and candid admonition |
is not incompatible with the latter; and of!
therformer, if 1 am not miftaken, it is the
trueft proof.

The Almighty has thrown you on the pr 0. :
te@ion of our fex. To yours we are indebt-
ed on many accounts. He that abufes you,
dithonours *his mother. Virtuous women
are the {weeteners, the charm of human life. |
“ A virtuous woman—her price is far above|
“ rubies.” This is not flattery; it is juft]
praife : and that every one of you may de-t
ferve fuch commendation, is my earneft’
prayer.- Much, Iam fure, depends on vou.‘
And thu fhall be my Firft Pomnt; to wh'chs
1 will devote the prefent dlfcourfe as a pro-E
per foundation for what is to follow: That]
1 thus addrefs you in particular, is prmmpa]n
ly owiang to the idea I have formed of your
confequence.
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Ser. I. Younc WoMEN. 10

He that depreciates your fex is as unkind
to fociety, as he is unjuft to you. Yet to do
fo in your abfence, I am forry to fay, 1s too
common with many men; with thofe very
men that footh you to your faces, and are
dupes to your fmiles. Is this either manly
or fair? Becaule there are foolith and vitious
women, does it follow that there are hardly
any other ? Were fuch an opinton to ptevail
generally, what would become of human
kind? Were fo ungracious a’ fyftem once
eftablifhed, is there not reafon to fear it
would foon grow to be too well founded?
The world, we know, is mightily influenced
by reputation. Applaufe incites and ani-
mates: contempt has a contrary effet. A
concern for charaéter is, from their confli-
tution, education, and circumitances, parti-
cularly ftrong in women; inall but thofe
who, having loft their native honours, have
with them loft their fenfe of fhame; an in-
famy to which they would have hardly
defcended, had they not firft funk in their
own eftimation:

That admired maxim of Heathen antiqui-
ty, “Reverence thyfelf;”” feems to me pecu-
liarly proper for a woman. She that does
not reverence herfelf, muft not hope to be re-

' fpeted




20 SERMONS TO

fpe@ted by others. I would, therefore, re-
mind you of your own value. By encou-

raging you to entertain a juft efteem for |
yourfelves, I would on one hand guard you |
againft every thing degrading, and on the o- |

Ser. I, |

ther awaken your ambition to aét up to the |

beft ftandard of your fex; to afpire at every |

amiable, every noble quality that is propor-
tioned to your ftate, or that can infure the
affection, and preferve the imporgance to

which you were born. Now, this import- |
ance is very gyeat, whether we confider you |
i your prefent fingle condition, or as after~ |

wards connected in wedlock.

Confidering you in your: prefent fingle
condition, I would begin where your duty
in fociety begins, by putting you in mind

how deeply your parents are interefted in |

your behaviour. For the fake of the argu-
ment, I fuppofe your parents to be alive.
Thofe that have had the misfortune to be
early deprived of theirs, are commonly left

to the care of fome friend or guardian, who

is underftood to fupply their place: and to
fuch my remarks on this head will not be
altogether inapplicable. But 1 muft like-
wife fuppofe, that your parents deferve the
mame ; that they are really concerned for

. your
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Ser. I. Younc WOMEN. 21
your virtue and welfare.—Great God ! are
there then -any of thy creatures fo unnatu-
ral, as to negle& the culture and happinefs
of the children thou haft given them ?
Yes, and worfe than to negle&t it. * Be a-
fonifhed, O ye heavens, at this!” There are
beings called Parents, and Chriftian Parents,
who are at pains to introduce their inexpe-
rienced offspring to folly, to vice, to every
practice that can plunge them into mifery !
. _\What ! Mothers too, and Mothers “ pro-
feffing godlinefs!” Is it poffible that they
can train up the fruit of their womb, their
own danghters, to difhonour and deftrultion?
Alas! it is doné every day, and paffes un»
regarded. There is not perhaps in the whole
fcience of female vanity, female luxury, or
female falfehood, a fingle article that is not
taught, and exemplified allo by thofe Ghri-
ftian Mothers, to the poor young creatures,
whom every diftate of nature, as well as
every principle of the Gofpel, fhould engage
their parents to bring up in modefty, fo-
briety, and fimplicity of manners. ‘What
words can paint the guilt of fuch a con-

duét!
Are you who now hear me bleft with pa-
rents, that even in thefe times, and in shis
metro-




21 SERMONS ToO Ser. 1.

metropolis, where all the corruption and fu-
tility of thefe times are concentred, difcover
a zeal for your improvement and falvation?
How thankful fhould you be, to God and to
them, for the mighty blefling ! Would you
fhew them that you are thankful? Do no-
thing to make them unhappy; do all in your
power to give them delight. Ah, did you
but know how much it is in your power to
give them! But who can defcribe the
tranfports of a breaft truly pavental, on be-
holding a daughter fhoot up like fome fair,
but modeft flower, and acquire, day after
day, frefh beauty and growing {weetnefs, fo
as to fill every eye with pleafure, and every
heart with admiration; while, like that fame
flower, the appears unconfcious of her open-
ing charms, and only rejoices in the fun that
cheers, and the hand that thelters her? In
this manner fhall you my lovely friend, re-
pay moft acceptably a part (you never can
repay the whole) of that immenfe debt yon
owe for all the pains and fears formerly fuf-
fered, and for all the unutterable anxicties
daily experlepced on your account.

Perhiaps you are the only daughter, per-
haps the only child of your mother, and fhe
a widow. All her cares, all her fenfations
point
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Serids . Younc WoOMEN. 23

point to you. Of the tendernefs.of a much-
foved and much lamented hufband, you are
the fole remaining pledge. On you fhe often
fixes her earneft melting eye; with watchful
attention fhe marks the progrefs of your P
fing virtues; in every foftened feature the
fondly traces your father’s fenfe, your fa-
ther’s probity. Something within her whif-
pers you fhall live to be the prop and com-
fort of her age, as you are now her com-
panion and friend. Blefled Lord, what big
emotions fwell her labouring foul! But
let, by venting them in your company, the
fhould affe@t you too much, the filently with-
graws to pour them forth in tears of rap-
ture; a rapture only angmented by the
fweetly fad remembrance that mingles with
it, while, at the fame time, it is exalted and
confecrated double by ardent vows to Hea-
ven for your prefervation and profperity.
Is there a young woman that can think
of this with indifference? Is there a young
woman that can reverfe the defcription, fup-
pofe herfelf the impious creature that could
break a widowed mother’s heart, and fup-

port the thought !
When a daughter, it may be a favourite
daughter, turns out unruly, foolifb, wanton;
when




24 SERMONS TO Ser. 1.

when fhe difobeys her parents, difgraces her
education, difhonours her fex, difappoints the
hopes fhe had raifed; when fhe throws her-
folf away on a man unworthy of her, or if
difpofed, yet, by his or her fituation, unqua-
lified to make her happy; what her parents
in any of thofe cafes muft neceflarily fuffer
we may conjeture, they alone can feel.
The world, I know not how, overlooks in
our fex a thoufand irregularities, which it
never forgives in yours; fo that the honour
and peace of a family are, in this view, much
more dependent on the conduét of daughters
than of fons: and one young lady going a-
ftray, thall fubje& her relations to fuch dif-:
credit and diftrefs, as the united good con-
dué of all her brothers and fifters, fuppoling
them numerous, fhall fcarce ever be able to
repair. But I prefs not any farther an ar-
gument fo exceedingly plain. We can prog-
nofticate nothing virtuous, nothing happy,
concerning thofe wretched creatures of either

fex, that do not feel for the fatisfation, eafe,

or honour of their parents.
Another, and a principal fource of your|
importance, is the very great and extenfive

-influence, which you in general have with "

our fex. There is in female youth an at-}
traétion, |
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Ser. 1. Youne WOMEN. 25
traftion, which every man of the leaft {enfi-
bility muft perceive. If affifted by beauty,
it becomes irrefiftible in the firft 11~1pruhom
Your power thus far we do not affe& to
conceal. He that made both youn and us, ma~
nifeftly meant it fhould be fo. from having
attempered our hearts to fuch emotions.
Would to God you knew how to improve
this power to its nobleft purpofes! "Then
{hould we rejoice to fee it increafed. Indeed,
it would then be increafed of courfe. Youth
and beauty fet off with fwestnels and virtue,
capacity and difcretion, what have not
they accomplifhed ?

Far be it from me, my fair hearers, to
damp your fpirits, or to with to abridge your
trinmphs ! On the contrary, by afiifting you
to diret, we would contribute to exalt ‘and
extend them. We are all forry when we fee
them mifplaced or abufed; and 1 was
mmg to add, nothing is more common. To
give them their jufl direction, is truly a nice
point. Power, from v'}ntgvu fource deri-

ved, s always in danger of turping the head.
It has ruined many an old one. What then
thall become of a young woman placed on
fuch a precipice? Can :maht preferve or ba-
Vol I. B lance
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26 Ser. I,
lance her, but fobriety and caution, a good
provxdmcc, and good advice?

There are few young women who are not
plr -afing in the eyes of fome men. And what

might ot the greater part of you do to fe- |

cure folid efteem, and to promote gemral re-
formation, among our fex? Are fuch objels
unworthy of your purfuit? If men difcover,

indeed, that you ftudy to ceptivate them Hy
an outfide only, or by little frivolous arts,
there are many of them who will rejoice at
the difcovery; and, while they themfelves
feem taken by the lure, they will endeavour

in fa& to make you their prey. Some more |
fentimental {pirits, who might be dazzled in |

the beginning, will foon be difabufed ; and a
few more honourable charaéters will {corn to
take advantage of your folly. Folly moft
undoubtedly it is, by a wrong apphcanon of

your foice, to lofe the fubftance for the ﬂu- i

dow.
Now and then a giddy youth may be
caught. But what is the {hallow admiration

" of an hundred fuch, or the fmooth addrefs of

artful deftroyers, to the heart- felt refpect of |

men of worth and difcernment, or the well-

earned praife of reclaiming, were it but one |

offender ! I believe, indeed, you might re-
slaim
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Ser. L. Younc WOMEN. 2%
claim 2 multitude. I can hardly conceive
what man would be able to withftand the {oft
pux-ﬁmﬁon of your words, but chiefly of your
looks and a&ions, fweetly exerted on the fide
of goodnefs. :

« Were Virtue,” faid an ancient philofo-
pher, «to appear amongft men in vifible
¢ (hape, what vehement defires would fhe en-
« kindle !”” Virtue exhibited without affec-
tation by a lovely young perfon, of improved
underftanding and gentle manners, may be
faid to appear in the moft alluring form, fur-
tounded by the Graces : and that breaft muft
be cold indeed that does not take fire at the
fight !

The influence of the fexes is no doubt re-
ciprocal ; but, I muft be of opinion, that
yours is the greateft. How often have I feen
a company of men, who weze difpofed to be
riotous, checlyed all at once into decency by
the accidental entrance of an amiable wo-

"man; while her good fenfe and obliging de-

portment charmed them into at leaft a tem-
porary conviétion, that there is nothing fo
beautiful as female excellence, nothing fo de-
lightful as female converfation in its beft
form ! Were fuch counviétion frequently re-

peated (and it would be frequently repeated
B2 if

Uni Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt

'
i
f
!
'
£




28 SERMONS TO Ser. I,

if fuch excellence and fuch converfaticn were
more general) what might we not expect
from it at laft? In the mean time, it were
eafy to point out inftances of the moft evi-
dent reformation wrought ot particular men,
by their having happily conceived a paflion
for virtuous women : but, of the leaft valu-
able of your fex, when have you known any
that were amended by the fociety or example
of the better part of ours?

To form the manners of men, various
caufes contribute; but nothing, I apprehend,
fo much as the turn of the women they con-
verfe with. Thofe who are moft conver{ant
with ‘women of virtue and underftanding,
will be always found the moft amiable cha-
radters, other cirqumitances being fuppofed
alike. Such fociety, beyond every thing elfe,
rubs off the corners that give many of our
fex an ungracious roughnefs. "It produces a
polith more perfeét and more pleafing, than
that which is received from 2 general com-
merce with the world. This laft is often
{pecious, but commonly fuperficial. The
other is the refult of gentler feelings, and a
more elegant humanity ; the heart itfelf is
moulded ; habits of undiffembled courtefy
are formed; a certain {flowing urbanity is
acquired ;
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Ser. L. Youxc WoMEN. - 29
acquired; violent paffions, rafh oaths, coarfe
jefts, indelicate language of every kind, are
precluded and difrelithed.  Underftending
and virtue, by being often contemplated in
the moft engaging lights, have a fort of affi-
milating power. I do not mean that the men
I fpeak of will become feminine ; but their
fentiments and deportment will contratt a
grace. Their principles will have nothing
ferocious or forbidding ; their affeftions will
be chafte and {oothing at the fame inftant.
In their caufe the gentleman, the man of
worth, the Chriftian, will all melt infenfibly
and fweetly into one another. How agree-
able the compofition ! In the fame way tco,
honourable love is infpired and cherifhed.—
Honourable love! that great prefervative of
purity, that powerful foftner of the fierceft
fpirit, that mighty improver of the rudeft
carriage, that all-fubduing, yet all-exalting
principle of the human breait, which hum-
bles the proud, and bends the ftubborn, yet
fills with lofty conceptions, and animates
with a fortitude that nothing can conquer—
What fhall I {fay more? which converts
the favage into a man, and lifts the man in-
to a hero ! What a happy change thould we
behold in the minds, the morals, and the di-

522 meanour
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20 SERMONS To Ser. L.
meanour of our youth, were this charming
paflion to take place of that falfe and vitious
gallantry which gains ground amongft us e-
very day, to the difgrace of our country; to
the difcouragement of holy wedlock, to the
deftruction of health, fortune, decency, re-
finement, re@itude of mind, and dignity’ of
manners ! For my part, defpair of [zeing
the effeminate, trifling, and diffolute charac.
ter of the age reformed, {o long as this kind
of gallantry is the mode. But it will be the

- mode, {o long as the prefent fafhionable (y-

ftem of female education continues.
Parents now-a-days, almoft univerfally

‘down to the loweit tradefman, or mechanic,

who to ape his fuperiors ftrains himfelf
beyond his circumftances, fend their daugh-
ters to boarding-fchools. And what do they
moftly learn there? 1 fay, mofily ; for there

_are exceptions, and fuch as do the miftrefs

real honour. Need I mention that, making
allowance for thole exceptions, they learn
principally to drefs, to dance, to ipeak bad
French, to prattle much nonfenfe, to prac-
tife I know not how many pert conceited
airs, and in confequence.of 2ll, to conclude
themielves accomplifhed women '—1 fay nc-
thing here of the alarming fuggeltions I have

heard
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Ser. I Younce WoOMEN. 3i

heard as to the corruption of their morals.
Thus prepared, they come forth into the
world. Their parents, naturally partial,
fancy them to be every thing that is fine,
and are impatient to fhew them, or, accord-
ing to the fafhionable phrafe, to let them fee
company ; by which is chiefly meant exhi-
biting them in public places. Thither at
leaft many of them are condu&ted. They
have youth, and perhaps beauty. The effect
of both is heightened by every poflible means,
at an expence frequently felt for a long time
after, They are intoxicated by fo many
things concurring to deprive them of their
little fenfes. Guazers and flatterers they meet
with every where. All is romance and di-
ftraltion, the extravagance of vanity, and
the rage of conqueft. Nothing domeftic or
rational is thought of.  Alas! they were
_never taught it. How to appear abroad
with the greateft advantage, is the main con-
“cern. In fubferviency to that; as well as
from the general love of amufement, parties
of pleafure, as they are called, become the
prevailing demand.. The fame difpofitions
on the fide of the men, fometimes {timulated
by the worft defigns, often feconded by good
natare, and not feldom perhaps pufhed on 7}3y

the
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32 SERMONS TO Ser. 1.

the fear of appearing lefs generous or lefs
gallant, prompt them to keep pace with all
this folly. They are foon fired in the chace;
every thing is gay and ghttermg prudence
appears too cold a monitor; gravity is deem-
ed {evere; the ladies muft be pleafed; mirth
and diverﬁon is all in all. The phantoms
pals ; the female adventurers muft return
home: it is needlefs to fay with what im-
preflions.. The young gentlemen are not
always under equal reftraint; their blood
boils; the tavern, the ftrects, the ftews, cke
out the evening; riot and madnefs conclude
the {cene: or, i’ this fould be prevented, it

15 not too difficult to imagine the diffipation
that muft naturally grow out of thefe idle gal-
lantries often repeated. Nor fhall we be fur-
prifed to find the majority of our youth fo
infignificant, and fo profligate; when to thefe
we join the influence of bad or giddy women
grown up, the infection of the moft peflilent
booLs, and the pattern of veterans in fin,
ever zealous to difplay the fuperiority of
their talents by the number of their dif-
ciples.

cefsful in corrupting the women, cannct be
denied. But do women, on the other fide,
never
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never corrupt the men? I fpeak not at pre-
fent of thofe abandoned creatures that are
the vifible ruin of fo many of our unhappy
youth: but, I muft take the liberty to fay,
that, amongft a number of your fex who
are not funk fo low, there is a forwardnefs, a
levity of look, converfation, and deineanour,
unfpeakably hurtful to young men. Their
reverence for female virtue in general, it
deftroys in a great meafure; it even tempts
them to {ufpeét that the whole is a pretence,
that the fex are all of a piece. = The confe-
quence of this, with regard to their beha-
viour while they remain fingle, the preju-
dices it muft neceflarily produce againft
marriage, and the wild work it is likely to
make 1f they ever enter into that ftate, 1
leave you to guefs.

Hitherto I have fpoken only of the inte-
reft young women have with our fex. Let
me now fay fomething of that which they
have with their own. It is not perhaps fo
extenfive as the other: but for obvious rea-
fous it cannot be inconfiderable. Do they
always ufe it to good purpofes? Do they
never corrupt one another? Do none of them
afiift the common enemy ? thofe wicked and
defigning men that are combined agzinit the

fex,
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34 SErMONS Te Ser. L. |

fex; and efpecially againft the innocent and
unwary? Do the old never initiate the
wyoung in thofe low arts of diffimulation and
cunning, which a wife woman cannot want,
and which a worthy woman will not prac-
tife? Do the young But I haften from
fo painful a topic, to confider the import-
ance of your fex in another light. As you
have certainly great influence at prefent, fo,

In the next place, it may be probably in
your power to communicate much happi-
nefs, or to occafion much mifery hereafter.
I think now of the chances you have to be
connefted in wedlock. Thefe it is impof-
fible to calculate : but there are not, I fup-
pofe, many young women who, at one time
or another, unlefs they themfelves are in the
fault, may not form that conneétion with the
tfual profpeéts; and I fay, that the men you
marry, the children you bring, and the com-
munity at large; will be all deeply interefted
in your cenduct.

As to the firft, T am not ignorant that
there are fome men f{o grofsly infenfible; as
to be for the moft part little or nothing af-
fefted by the temper or behaviour of their
wives; provided only they do not ruin their
affairs. And, indeed, if thofe wives are 1ll-

tempered,
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tempered, or ill-behaved, fuch want of feel-
ing is fo far well for their hufbands. If
otherwife, how much are they themfelves
objetts of compaffion, thus condemned to drag
a wretched life with beings, on whom all
their endeavours to delight are loft! How
fenfibly muft fuch a fituation pain a delicate
and ingenuous mind! What can reconcile
her to 1t, but the ftrongeft principles of re-
ligion?

Some fordid or {faturnine fpirits of either
fex there may be who can fupport a connec-
tion of this kind with a ftupid infipidity,
plodding along through a taftelefs exiftence,
without attachment or gratitude, defire or
hope. Whether the cafe is very common,
I leave others to decide. Of both fexes,
there are certainly many who are not made
of fuch dull materials. With refpe&t to
them But furely it cannot be neceflary
to difplay the felicity or the woe which muit
unavoidably arife to them from their part-
ners. Here, however, as in moft inftances
where the modes of life happen to influence,
it muft be allowed the men have the advan-
tage. If they are unequally yoked, they are
generally furnifhed with various meauns of
beguiling their wretchednefs at a diftance

3 fiom
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from lhome; whereas, if fuch is the fate of
the poor women, they are commonly left
to pine away in 1oht'1ry mifery.  For them
{carce any allewance is made ; to them little
or no pity 1s fhewn : while the former make
themfelves judges in their own caufe, and
the partial world is ready to fide with them,
But yet, if the ufages of that leave them often
more room to elude the ideas of domeftic di-
firefs, the feclings of nature will never {uffer
them fairly to efcape it. A woman, itis
certain, if fhe is {fo minded, has ftill the
power of plaguing her partner out of every
real enjoyment ; a power, indeed, of which
nothing can juftify the exercife.

It is natural for me to with well to my

Ser. L :

own fex ; and, therefore, you will not won- |
der, if I am folicitous for your po‘lu.mg;

every quality that can render you agreeable |

companions, in a relation which of all others
is the moft intimate, fhould be the moft en-
dearing, and muft be the happieft or the
worft. . But to this {olicitude my friendfhip

for you is at leaft an equal motive. In truth,
were the lower {prings of felf-love to have
no effet on your conduét here, I muft yet
think, that the moft refined principles of ge-

nerafity and goodnefs ought to prompt it. |
Ah,
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.
Ah, my young friends ! what pleafure can
be compared to that of conferring felicity ?
What honour can be enjoyed by your fex,
equal to that of fhewing yourfelves cvery
way virtuous of a worthy tendernefs from
ours? What can be conceived fo properly
fersile as the infpiring, improving, and con-
tinuing fuch a tendernefs, in all its charmin g
extent? Contrafted with this, how unami-
able, and how miferable, muft we pronounce
the paflion for ungentle command, for petu-
lent dominion, fo fhamefully indulged by
fome women, as foon as they find 2 man in
their power. 2
But, laftly, let us fuppofe you mothers ;
a charaéter, which, in due time, many of
you will fuftain. How does your 1mport-
ance rife ! A few years elapfed, and I pleafe
myfelf with the profpect of feeing you, my
honoured auditrefs, furrounded with a fa-
mily of your own, dividing, with the part-
ner of your heart, the anxious, yet delight-
ful labour, of training your common off-
fpring to virtue and fociety, to religion and
immortality ; while, by thus dividing it,
you leave him more at leifure to plan and
provide for you all: a tafk, which he pro-
fecutes with  tenfold alacrity, when he re-
#ol, G fleéts -
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38 SERMONS TO Ser. 1.

fle&s on the beloved obje@s of it, and finds
all his toils foothed and rewarded at once,
by the wifdom and {weetnefs of your de-
portment to him and to his children.

1 think, I behold you, while he is ather-

wife neceflarily engaged, cafting your fond |

maternal regard round and round throfigh
the pretty fmiling circle ; not barely to
fupply their bodily wants, but chiefly to

watch the gradual openings of their minds,

and to ftudy the turns of their various tem-
pers, that you may “ teach the young idea
“ how to fhoot,” and lcad their paflions by
taking hold of their hearts. I admire the
happy mixture of affeGion and fkill which
you difplay in affifting nature, not forcing
her; in direing the underftanding, not
burrying it; in exercifing, without wea-
rying the memory, and in moulding the

behaviour, without confiraint. I ob- |

ferve you prudently overlook a thoufand
énildith follies.  You forgive any thing but
falfehood or obftinacy ; you commend as of-
ten as you can; you reprove only when

you muft ; and then you do it to purpofe, |

with temper, but with folemnity and firm-
nefs, till you have carried your point. You
are at pains o excite honeft emulation:

“You
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You take care to avoid every appearance
of partiality ; to convince your dear charge
that they are all dear to you, that fuperior
merit alone can entitle to fuperior favour ;
that you will deny to none of them what is
proper, but that the kindeft and moft fub-
miflive will be always preferred. At times,
you even partake in their innocent amufe-
ments, as if one of them; that they may
love you as their friend, while they revere
you as their parent. In graver hours, you
mfinuate knowledge and piety by your con-
verfation and example, rather than by for-
mal leGures and awful admonitions. And,
finally, to fecure, as far as poffible, the fuc-
ccfs of all, you dedicate them daily to Gad,
with the moft fervent fupplications for his
blefling —Thus you fhew yourfelves a con-
{cientions and a judicious mother at the
fame moment ; and in that light I view you
with veneration: I honour you as fuftain-
ing a truly glorious character on the great
tazatre of humanity, OF the part you have

"afed Ilook forward to the confequences,

dive® and collateral, future and remote.
Thofe lovely plants which you have raifed
a1d cultivated, I fee fpreading, and fill
fpreading, from houfe to houfe, from family

G2 : t®
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to family, with a rich increafe of frmit. [ |

fee you diffufing virtue and happinefs thre’
the human race; I fee generations yet un-
born rifing up- to call you bleffed ! I wor-
fhip that Providence which has deflined you

for fuch ufefulnefs, for fuch felicity. I pity |

the man that is not charmed with the image
of fo much excellence ; an image which 1n

one degree or another, has been realized by |

many women of worth and underftanding
in every age: I will add, an image, which,
when realized, cannot fzil of being contem-
plated with peculiar delight by all the bene-
volent {pirits of heaven, with the Father
and Saviour of the world at their head!
And are there amongft the fons cf men any
that will prefume to depreciate fuch women,
Yor to {peak of them with an air of fuperi-
ority, or to fuggeft that your fex are not
capable of filling up the more important
{pheres of life?
To quote the words of an cld writer:
¢ All mankind is the pupil and difciple of
¢ female inftitution; the daughters, il

< they write awomen, and the fons till the |

s¢firft feven years be paft; the time when
# the mind 15 moft duétile, and prepared to
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« receive impreffion, being wholly in the
« care and condu& of the mother.”

Alas, my fair country-women ! why are
not more of you firuck with fuch confider-
ations ? Why, ye daughters of Britain ! are
fo many of you infenfible to thofe brighteft
glories of your fex? Where is your love
for your native country, which by thus ex-
celling, you might fo nobly ferve ? Where
your emulation of thofe heroic women, that
in ancient days have graced this happy land ?
How long fhall you be ambitious in flaunting
in French attire, of fluttering about with
the levity of that fantaftic people? When
will you be fatisfied with the fimplicity of
elegance, and the gracefulnefs of modefty,
{o becoming in a nation like this, fupported
by trade, polithed by tafte, and enlightened
by true religion? Say, when ' will you re-
linquifh - delufive purfuits and dangerous
pleafures, the gaze of fools, the flattery of
libertines, for the peaceful and folid ftudy of
whatever can adorn your nature, do honour
to your country, refleé credit on your pro-
feflion of Chriftianity, give joy to all your
connections, and confer dignity ‘on woman-
kind ?

C3 SER-
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SERMON II.

On Modefty of Apparel.

1 Tim. ii. 8, g.

I awilleeme- that women adorn themfelves in modeft Apa
parel.

LET me recal the attention of my female
“friends to a fubjeét that concerns them high-
ly. 1hope that hitherto I have faid nothing
unkind. I would not rob your fex of a
fingle advantage they poflefls from nature,

providence, or legitimate cuftom. I would |
not diveft you of the fmalleft ornament that
Judgment has put on, that Prudence allows,
or that Decency warrants. On the con-
trary, I would willingly add to your allure-
ments : I want to {ee you 'yet more enga-
ging, to fee you ftill more completely adorn-
ed.
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ed. Superfludus, unbecoming, and un
availing decorations, I would indeed per-
fuade you to renounce; but it fhould be .
only in order to make room for fuch as will

improve beauty where found, or fupply its °

jace where wanting.
Your confequence in the creation I fear

pot to acknowledge: I feel it all. You'

have already heard me affert it. I wiil

aflert it ever, by pleading your caufe againit

ignorance, prejudice, and malice. Only take

care, my dear clients ! not to hurt it youar-

felves. Remember how tender a thing a wo-
man’s reputation is; how hard to preferve;
and when loft, how impoilible to recover ;

how frail many, and how dangerous moft,
of the gifts you have received ; what mifery
and what fhame have been often occafioned
byabufing them! I tremble for your fituation.
Suffer me again to put you upon your guard.
My text, you have feen, has nothing in it
really fevers: St Paul is, in fac, a better
friend to women than has. been commonly:
fuppofed : he feems to have underftood per-
fectly what became of them, and to have
confulted their intereft more truly than the
moft paffionate of their admirers. While
thefe, by. corrupting or mifleading you,
‘ G 4 '~ whether
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" 44 SERMONS TO Ser. I1,

whether with or without defign, would leflen
your influence, and obftru& your felicity ;
lie would effectually contribute to both, by
inculcating every thing that can make you

at once more amiable and more happy.
What I am now to offer will turn on the
ornament he firft mentions, I will, that
“ women adorn themfelves in modeft ap-
¢ parel ”—as oppofed to that which is in-
decent, and to that which is vain; diftinc-
tions, whofe theory, I muft confefs, in ma-
ny cafes is not eafy, and in fome perhaps
not praticable, to fettle with precifion;
fuch a powerful influence in thofe matters
have cuftom and the opinion of the world.
But in this inftance, as in others where the
paflions are concerned, the ftricteft cafuift
will, 1 prefume, be generally the fafeft.
The zeal of the Ancient Fathers on fuch
fubjects, carried fome of them far ; farther,
I doubt, than the relaxation of modern
manners would well bear. Were a young
woman now-a-days, from a peculiar fenfe of
the facrednefs and refinement of female vir-
tue, to appear with any very fingular feve-
rity in her drefs, fhe would hardly, I fear,
efcape the charge of affetation; a charge
which every prudent woman will avoid as
much

Universitéts- und Landesbibli
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much as poifible. But, let the licence of the
age be what it will, I muft needs think, that,
according to every rule of duty and deco-
rum, there ought never to be a manifeft dif-
ference between the attire of a virtuous
woman, and that of one who has renounced
every title to the honourable name. It
were indelicate, it is unneceffary to explain
this difference. In fome refpeds, it is fuf-
ficiently difcerned by the eye of the public;
though I am forry to fay, not fufficiently at-
tended to by the generality of women them-
felves. If, in other refpels, it is not feen,
or does not firike ; the caufe, I apprehend,
muft be that declenfion from the ftri¢tnefs
of morals, which was hinted at a moment
before. : :

But to enter a little more particularly in-
to this firft point of Modeft Apparel, as op-
pofed to that which a Chriftian woman
{hould hold indecent.

Figure to yourfelves a circle compofed
only of people who are not athamed of the
gefpel of .Chrift, nor in any circumftance
afraid to act on that great maxim of our
apoftle, “ Be not conformed to this world :
“ but be ye transformed by the renewing of
“ your minds.” At the fame time let them

Cs have
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have all the candour and charity, which the
moft charitable religion that was ever known
can infpire. And, now, fuppofe, that a
young lady drefled up to the height of the
prefentfafhion, butaftranger tomoft of them,
drops into their company, in what light do
you imagine the manner of her drefs would
probably appear? The laws of Chriftian

-candour would naturally prevent them from

feeing her character in a bad light on that
account, and would unqueftionably incline
them to hope the beft. But, can you believe
that they would approve or juftify the ex-
treme gaiety and loofenefs of her attive?
Suppofe, however, that her converfation dif-
covered a very good underftanding, and that
her behaviour had not the lealt tinéture of
that levity with which fhe feemed decked
out; that, on the contrary, every part of
both was wholly unlike it (a conjunétion
by no means hnpofTble :) could they for-

bear, in that cafe, to lament the tyranny of |

the mode, or to regret, that a daughter of

Wifdom fhould, notwithftanding her fupe- |

* rior, decent, and noble pretenfiozs, be deco=

rate lhk(‘: tlu. danghters of Folly? But whofe

judgment, I belcech you, wounld a young

‘VU]}]&AI, ambmp us of regulating her ap-
pearance,
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pearance, as well as her difpofitions and de-
portment, on the pureft ftandard, prefer 2
that of fuch perfons as T have juft deferib-
ed; or of thofe who either never regarded
the precepts and {pirit of Chriftianity at
all, or who, profefling fome faint refpeét for
them, yet fcruple not to fink them. in the
fpirit and maxims of the world?-

Let us put another cafe, and fuppofe‘a
young lady educated by a mother, who to
the beft fenfe and trueft breeding, joined the
utmoft revercnce of religion, and the ten-
dereft concern for the foul of her child;
qualities which, for the honour of your fex,
1 hope you will not pronounce incornpati-
ble. Let this accomplithed parent beitow
upon her daughter a culture worthy of her-
{elf ; inftruéting her in every thing that can
become the female and the Chriftian cha-
ratter ; amongft the reft, recommending an
amiable modclty and graceful fimplicity of
apparel, and enforcing all by an xample
equally unexceptionable and pleafing. Sup-
pofe the daughter to improve thefe un-
common advantages (for uncommon I fear
they are) with the ftricteft care and atten-
tiza. In what light do you' conceive the
“very free modz of d.rsl‘sé fo generally affe-

P
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ed by the fex at prefent, would appear to
her? I am far from thinking fhe would af-
{fume the airs of fanctimonious prudery, or
indulge the ftyle of fupercilious cenfure;
things totally different from the form of
education we have figured her to receive,
But would fhe admire that mode in others?
Would the copy it herfelf? or would fhe
wifth her companions to copy it? Would
the choofe to be intimate with thofe young
ladies that feize every opportunity of ex-
hibiting their charms to the public, and vie
with one another who fhall moft liberally
difplay to every eye, what her honoured
mother taught her more decently to veil?
Is the mode then in queftion to be con-
fidered as inconfiftent with the charadter of
a virtuous woman? By no means. May
not the moft unchafte difpofitions often hide
under the mafk of an attire the moft mo-
deft? Who can doubt it? Rut what fol-

Jows? Does it follow that fuch attire is not

the propereit covering of virtue, and what,
if left to purfue undifturbed the diftates
of delicacy and prudence, the would really
fly to in a flate of civilized fociety ? Will
any one {ay, that they who decline it do
beft confult either their fafcty, or their re-

putaticit
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Ser. 11, Youxe WoOMEN. 49
putation amongft the wife? that they who
indulge into all the latitudes allowed by the
wantonnefs of fathion, may yet be fuffici-
ently watchful againft temptation them-

felves, or are fufficiently careful not to

throw it in the way of others; that beauty

.may be as fecure when moft expofed, as

when leaft fo; or, finally, that inflead of
% gbftaining from all appearance of evil,”
according to the dodtrine of a religion
which requires the fevereft vigilance, every
appearance of evil may be admitted, in
compliance with the praltice of a world,
where vice fteals upon unwary mortals,
by perfuading them to part with their out-
guards.

Thus far have we argued for modefty of
apparel, in oppofition to its contrary, upon
the general principles of propriety and re-
putation, of morality and religion. She to
whom thefe principles are familiar, and in
whom the feelings that arife out of them
are not blunted by too frequent intercourfe
with the fathionable and the gay, will, on
this article, carry about with her a kind of
living ftandard, which fhe will be enabled
to apply to particular occafions, with a de-
gree of difcretion that no rules of ours

can
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can teach ; and fuch a one will perceive in
our apoftle’s precept a juftnefs and folidity,
of which I do not expe&t that any {pecula-
tion fthould thoroughly convince you, with-
out the concurrence of a virtuous fenfibili-
ty on your part.

To what has been faid in favour of mo-
deft apparel under this head, I muft not for-
get to add, that it is a powerful attrattive
to 10’10[114])1(3 love. The male heart is a
ftudy, in which your fex are fuppafed to be
a good deal converfant.  Yet, in this ftudy,
you muft give me leave to fay, many of
them feem to be but indifferent proficients.
To get into men’s affections, women in ge-
neral are naturally defirous. They need
not deny, they cannot conceal it. The fexes
were made for each other. We wifh for a
place in your hearts: why fhould not yon
wifh for one in ours? But how much are
you deceived, my fair friends, if you dream
of taking that fort by ftorm? When you
thew a fweet folicitude to pleafe by every
decent, gentle, unaffeted attration ; we are
foothed, we are fubdued, we yield ourfelves
your willing captives. But if at any time
by a forward appearance, you betray 4 con-
fidence in your charms, and by throwmng

them
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them out upon us all at once, you feem re-
folved as it were to force our admiration ;
that moment we are upon our guard, and
your affaults are van, provided at leait we
have any fpirit or fentiment. In reality,
they who have very little of either, I might
have faid, they who have none, even the
fillieft, even the loofelt men fhall, in a fober
mood be pleafed, be touched with the bafh-~
ful air, and referved drefs, of dn amiable
. young woman, infinitely more than they
ever were with all the open blaze of la-
boured beauty, and arrogant claims of un-
difguifed allurement: the human heart in
its better fenfations, being ftill attempered
to the love of virtue.

Let me add, that the human imagination
hates to be confined. We are never high-
ly delighted where fomething is not left us
to fancy. This laft obfervation holds true
throughout all nature, and all art. But
when I fpeak of thefe, I muft fubjoin, that
art being agreeable no farther than as it
is conformed to nature, the one will not be
wanted in the cafe before us, if the other
?-S allowed its full influence. What T mean
is this ; that, if 2 young lady is deeply pof-
feffed with a regard for * whatfoever things
: EIqre
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¢ are pure, venerable, and of good report,”
it will lead to decorum fpontaneouily, and
flow with unftudied propriety through eve-
ry part of her attire and demeanour. Let
it be likewife added, that fimplicity, the in-

feparable companion both of genuine grace, |

and of real modefty, if it does not always
firike at firft (of which I think it feldom
fails), ts fure however, when it does ftrike,
to produce the deepeft and moft permanent

o A

impreflions: which brings me by an eafy

tranfition to

The fecond part of the prefent confider- |
ation, that of MODEST APPAREL as oppofed |
to what may be ftyled vain. Of this [ can |

never think, without recollefting in general
(for who can remember the particulars) of
the catalogue given by the Prophet Ifaiah
of the various implements and inftruments
of drefs, ufed by the daughters of Zion in
his time. Ifaiah is by all acknowledged the
Prince of the Prophets, in an evangelical
view : yet he did not deem it beneath the
dignity of his commiflion, to defcend into
the moft minute detail on fuch a fubjett; 2
circumitance which, it is to be hoped, may
foften the feverity of cenfure againft the
preacher of tlits hour, if the {pirit of criti-

cifm, |
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cifm, or the {pirit of ferupulofity, thould be

' difpofed to condemn his well-meant endea-

your. The paflage I now refer to, is to be
found in the third chapter of Ifaiah, to-
wards the end, where the prophet having,
in the name of God, complained of the pride
and wantonnefs of thofe Eaftern females, and
threatened them with difedfe and infamy om
that account, goes on to mention “ the bra-
«very of their tinkling ornaments about
« their feet, and their cauls, and their round
« tires like the moon ; the chains, and the
¢ bracelets, and the mufflers ; the bonnets
“and the ornaments of the legs; and the
“ head-bands, and the tablets, and the
“ ear-rings ; the rings and nofe jewels;
“the changeable fuits of apparel, and
¢ the mantles, and the wimples, and the
“ crifping-pins, the glafles, and the fine
“linen, and the hoods and the veils.”
On the firft reading of this catalogue; it
muft be owned, one can {fcarce torbear

.to fmile. But, to thofe unhappy women

who gave occafion for it, nothing, alas!
could be more- ferious, if you attend to
the denunciations which both precede and
follow it: I leave you to perufe them at
your leifure. They are in the ftyle of the

country

Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt
wurninbnide:igbv:3:3-13641/fragment/page=0057




|
bl
!

!

|

54 SERMCNS TO Ser. I,
country and age in which they were utter.
ed. 1 am fure they convey a loud leflon to
this. Whether the daughters of our Zion, in
the p.(’f(.nt vely pollt” "Pfxcrc*mn, and e.
{pecally in this moft p’n te city, do cr do
not outftrip thofe Jewiih ladies of old, we
cannot take upon us to determine. But
were we inclined to indulge a veia of ridi-
cule on fer folly, here methinks we
might have ample fcope. We are not in-
clined to indulge it. We refleét on thefe
things with real concern; and with the ut-
moft ferioufnels conjure our country-wo-
men to reform whatever is indecent, and to
retrench whatever is exorbitant in theu
attire.

That there are ftations and circumftances |
in which fplendour of drefs is perfeétly al- |
lowable, nayv, exceedingly proper; none 1|

think, but tH, narroweit minds, will deny.
For my own part, I free lv acknowledge, that
I love to {ee a woman g’tutull/ habi te.l if
her fituation admits of it. In truth, fplen-
dour, without gentility, as well in this as in
every other article where ornament is con*
cerned, will ever feem poor and infipid to
all but untaught and vulaar fpmts ;5 where-
as, on the other fide, it 1s certain, that the

latter
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latter may very well fubfift without the
former ; nor is its efe@ ever felt more
ftrongly, or more happily, than when it re-
ceives no alfiftance from the other, but re-
fults folely from our perceptions of elegant
fimplicity. I fav, elegant fimplicity; an
objet which appears to me deferving of
more atteation than is commonly paid to it
by your fex.

Tn aifairs of this kind, {t'is but juft to al-
low to women a degree of curiofity and.
care, which the laws of good fenfe, found
philofophy, and mafculine virtue, refufe to
men! A diftin@ion fo true, fo univerfal,
and fo palpable, that thofz of the laft, who
betray a particular folicitude in adorning
their perfons beyond cleanlinefs and a cer-
tain graceful eafe, feldom fail to make them-
felves little, in that inftance at leaft, to the
judgment of every man who is not himfelf
efferninate, and to every woman too who is
not a flave to fathion. How infignificant,
indeed, and defpicable, many of our young
men muft appear to fuch, I am not able to
exprefs. But, in feeing them become tru-
ly men in this inftance, any more than in
others that might be named, I defpair;
while fo many of our young women give fo

: vifible
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vifible a preference to embroidery, finery,
and foppith manners, above a plain coat, a

cultivated undezftanding, and a manly de- |
portment. It will be always fo, till they |

acquire a tafte for plainnefs, fobriety, ?nd
wifdom, in what relates to them{=lves
that muft begin by refl:
poflible means, the £ pernicious
p’lﬂlO'l I am ip(‘dl&h. g of, for a foolith and
pernicious paflion I muft pronounce it.

Is there any probability,-that thofe who
are entirely under its power will take de-
light in domeftic, intellectual, or fpiritual
1mprovwements> Isnot a conﬁant purfnit of
trivial ornament an indubitable proof of a
trivial mind? Will fhe that is always look-
ing into her glafs, be much difpofed to look
into her charafter? Is the fpending of
whole Lours every morning at the toilet, a
likely method of marking the reft of the
day down for wifdem? Is vanity favour-
able to devotion, or felf-conceit the parent
of felf-correction? Will that young wo-
man who hopes to captivate by her drefs,

or by appearance alone, be very anxious

about any better recommendation? If to
fparkle here for a few years be the fupreme
ambition, hereafter will be hardly though;'_

g
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of.. The flattery of every fool will be pre-
ferred to the approbation of angels; and a
connetion with fome wretched creature
wretched indeed muft he be who is caught
by fhew merely) will be ardently fought,
while the friendthip of God is neglected.
What fhall T fay more? For a mortal and -
immortal being, who has many an error to
corredt, many a paffion to mortify, many a
virtue to practife, and who, if {he lives, may
probably have important fervice to render
fociety—for fuch a being to lavith the prin-
cipal portion of her time and ftudy on the de-
coration of 2 body that will foon, that may
faddenly become the prey of creeping things
—Gracious God! what folly, what madnefs !
Are there no allowances then to be
made? Allowances for what? For the va-
nity of a young mind. Moft certainly, if
by this plea you mean to extenuate the
guilt of fuch a condu@&. But would you
offer to excufe it? Would you pretend to
juftify 2 reafonable creature in acting, habi-
tually and wilfully, a moft unreafonable
part; in facrificing her improvement, her
falvation, her profpets of ufefulnefs and
dignity in life, the beft interefts of this
world, ‘as ‘well as the everlalting concern-
ments
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ments of the next, to the idol Drels ? For
fo I ftate it. I fuppofe, (and would to God

it were not too commeon a cafe !} that this i
miferable idol is fuffered to fwallow up the

confideration of all that is folid, rational,

and praife-worthy ; to confume mo{e pre-
cious hours that were allotted for the moft
valuable purpofes ; and, in place of fecur-
ing the great ends of exiftence, both prefent
and future, to pervert the capacities of na-
ture, the acquirements of education, and
the bounties of Providence to pervert
them to the low defign of being admired for
embellifhments that imply no merit in the

wearer, and can confer no honour in the |

eye of any but the worthlefs and the vain.
Can fuch a condud, I fay, be thougit in-
nocent, or in any rcfpe& confiftent with the

rules of Chriftianity, or of confcience ?
That the idol I {peak of renders its vo-
taries unhappy even in this ‘world, is a fac
daily experienced. But who can defcribe
the profufion of expence, with the painful
and pitiful thifts that are often neceffary to
fupport it; the encroachments cn health,
the hurry of {pirits; the travail of fancy;
the degradation of being frequently, for
whole hours, under the confident hands of
the
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the meaneft of mankind ; together with all
the anxieties of heart, the agonies of rival-
fhip, the deep-felt difgrace on being difap-
pointed of conqueft, or of fame: the diftrac-
tion and defpair of being outfhone by——a
finer gown ; in a word, all the ridiculous
and all the deferved diftrefs, +o which they
are perpetually expofed ?

1 have juft mentioned encroachments on
health. Thefe, indeed, as well as the reft,
are little confidered by a young lady, keen
in the purfuit of fhew and admiration. But
if the is not apprehenfive of their confe-
quences, in relation to life, and comfort,
and eafe, T wonder fhe is not immediately
alermed at their effefts, with regard to that
very appearance which is her favourite ob-
je&. T wonder fhe does not perceive at
once, how much her bloom and fprightli-
nefs, the luftre of her eyes, and the frefh-

ofs of her form, are impaired by fuch end-
lefs, fuch enormous fatigue, agitation,. and
irregularity. 1 am aftonithed {he does not
refled, that {he is taking the moft effettual
methods to fhorten that period of youth, on
which her triumphs depend. Miftaken
creature! thou art cruelly haftening on the

time, when thou fhalt be frightened to look
: at
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at thyfclf: when not only thy mind, but
thy face, fhall be ¢ ficklied over with the
¢ pale ca Lﬁ of thought :” when langour, dif.
eafe, and’ del)reﬂlon thall undermme and
deftroy every rcmaming allurement, and
leave thee to lament too late the jfxd§ng
courfe thou haft run. You forget alfo, that
drefling up beauty continually wears it out,
that like ftrength, or ftudy, or b.ﬂmda, 1t
requires the frequent intermiffion of i

toils; but that, more than any of them_. it
is enfeecbled by conftant exertion; and that
the arts commonly made ufe of to heighten

and repair it, only accelerate and increafe |
its decay, while the complexion, the fkin, |
and the hair, are all unnaturally difguifed |

and tortured. ;

Did not this fhameful paffion deftroy, or
deaden in a great meafure, the worthier {en,
fibilities of good nature, I fhould alfo mea-
tion here, the more ferious and important
diftrefles in which they involve others—But
the Ttretches of credit to parents, the incon-

wveniences to many families, the ruin to not |
- ]

a few, the lofles to tradefmen, who are of-
ten not paid the hardfhips to a vaft variety

of pe_ple, whofe fufferings are little thought |

of amidft the larz of oftentation, and the

trinmpl
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triumph of fancy, it were impoflible fully

to paint. Who does not know, that the pa-"
rads of one gaudy evening fhall fometimes

fubjett a fcore of honeft citizens to diffical-

ties for 2 whole month ? Is this Chriftian?

Is this' humane? But where the fury of
drefs tyrannizes, how can the gentle plead-

ings of Charity hope to be heard! And as

to Charity’s eldeft daughter, Beneficence,

what chance has fhe, in general, to contend

with that mighty forcerefs, the Mode ?

Thofe ftreams which Heaven has commit-

ted to the direction of ‘the former, for the

refrefhment of induftry, and the comfert of

allition, how often are they diverted with

facrilegious violence, ‘to the feeding of

pride ! :

But the prefent age, it will be faid, is di-
ftinguithed by the moft diffufive, the moft
illuftrious works of humanity, both private
aud public. We own it, and rejoice in the
effect. Far from denying the people of this
country any of their juft honours, we are
almoft tempted to fpeak of them with exul-
tation. But—T with the works in queftion
may not be frequently performed by way -
of atonement for certajn fa.hionable vices,
which it is too eafy to reconcile with them.

Lol 1. D — Glazity
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—< Charity hopeth all things.”—I know
it, and do verily believe that evep now, ad-
difed as the world is to oftentdtion, there
are miany, very many characters, who no-
bly deny themfelves for the fake of others;
or rather, who find the higheft indulgence
in confecrating to objects of benevolence and
picty a large fhare of their fortunes, withs
out feeking by fuch means to purchafe a

difpenfation for criminal purfuits. But for- -

give me, if I fay, with regard to numbers,
that the flagrant affe@ation of fhining in
public, and the dreadful paffions arifing
from thence in private life, are not eafily
reconciled with real principles of religious
munificence. Thefe, I am fenfible, are un-
popular ideas. I am forry for it. But their
peing fo, is no reafon why we fhould fup-
prefs them. Itis the very reverfe.

To the arguments already urged feveral
may be added. It may deferve your con-
fideration. ; :

In the firft place, That to cultivate clean-
linefs and finery at the fame time, is rathey
perhaps a difficult attainment. Your fex 15
much belied, if it is a very common one.
This, I think, is certain, that to attend with
exactnefs to one fubject at once, is ordina-

rily
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Ser. 1L
rily fufficient employment for the mind.
Bat can any degree of finery compenfate
the want of cl inefs? A dlrty woman
But I turn from the fhocking ides; to
mention,

In the next phce, that engaging thing
hinted at before; simprLICITY of DRESS. In
all the fciences, in every valuable profef-
fion, in the common intercourfes of life,
and, let me add, even in the {fublimeft fub-
jetts, fimplicity is that which above every
thing elfe touches and delights. Without

i mdeed all elfe is feeble and unaffeting.

Where fimplicity is wanting, men may be
dazzled for a moment. Mere {plendour
will firike them at firft; but, on refleétion,
they will foon dlfcover, that {plendour of
idfelf, like every other idol, is nothing. On
the other hand, where Simplicity, the fifter
of Truth, appears, the attraftion is eter-
nal. Hence the never failing entertainment
and inftrution derived from the works of
dntiquity in all the fine arts? of which I
fuppofe for that reafon chiefly they remain to
this day, and will ever remain the fovereign
ftandards. Thofe, indeed, amongft the mo-
derns, who have copied them moit happily,
have bccﬁ always moft admired. To in-
B2 ftance
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ftance in the art of painting, with a more
immediate reference to our fubjedt : what
honour has been acquired by fuch of its
pm,( {Tors as have ar"m'lch(d neareft to the
nchl f'mn]'utv of ancient workmanthip?
Its bufinefs, we know, :s moft particularly
with Bea ur_s in all her fineft forms. That,
I prefume, was never ftudied more fuccefs-
fully by any, than by the great Raphael.

But who, that has an" e_)cfcr fuch objeéts,
can avoid being ftruck with the chafte, fo-
ber and tmaffected graces of his females?

And, as to his manner of clothing them,
what remarkable plainnefs, what de]lghtfvl .
modefty, even where the coleurs and ftufls
are intended to be richeft! How different
from thofe painters of the Gothic ftyle,
wha, net underftanding the diftin&ion be-
tween ornament and finery, which is excefs
—hetween beauty and thew, which is the
aifeation of it load their women with
jewels, trappings, and other embellifhments,
magnificent mde-:d, but tawdry.

But the grand principle of Simplicity is
not confined to the imitative arts; it ruvs
through all. Hence, in a great mezfure,
the peculiar fatisfaétion derived from the
company of a truly fenfible and well-bred

man.
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man. He looks, he fpeaks, he moves, with
a modeft eafe; there is nothing artificial or
ftudied in his converfation or deportment.
Hence too the fuperior pleafure from the
profpett of a garden laid out with real tafle,
in which the views are natural, ample, and
unfarced, above that of feeing one cut into
& thoufand little parterres, and incumbered
with a crowd of laboured conceits. Let
me fubjoin, hence the inexpreflible power
and majefty of Holy Writ itfelf, even ab-
ftralted from its divine original. And, to
come to the cafe dire@ly before us, hence
the refiftlefs charm which attends a virtu-
ous woman attired with plainnefs and judg-
ment ; two things, which, making allow-
ance for the mutability and caprice of fa-
{hion in circumftances of lefler moment, will

always give me moft genuine and lafting

content.
The reat appearance of many females
belenging to 2 fedt well known, has been

~frequently remarked, and greatly admired.

It would be much @mdre agreeable, could it
be disjoined from the ftiffnefs that accompa-
nies it; a defe@ utterly inconfiffent with

- the rules of tafte. But thofe people are

taught to defpife every thing of tlis kind,
Bs ~ and
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and to underftand literally fuch pm lages of
Scripture ‘as feem to prohibit fumptuous
a'*ﬂur'fl, and, in [holx, to plead religious
principle for the form' of their attire. We
fhould believe them, but for the richnefs of
the materials, and the finenefs of the tex-
ture. Many of that fe@ are very intelhi-
gent.  Can they perfuade themfelve >s, that
thronsh all their aﬂ'cﬂat!rm of plainnefs,
the world does not perceive the utmoft pride
of expence?

On this article your jnudgment will be
feen in joining frugality and 1"1*'1‘1cAtV to-
gether; in be inw never fond of finery; in |
carefully (IIVU')”‘ulillxh‘T between what 1s
_Lzlarmg, and tht 1s pjt:ntes}, n p*‘c nm«r
elegance  with the pla; neft habit; in wear-
ing.-coltly array, but feldom, end always
with eafe; a point that may be attai 1ed L)y
who h.m lea=ned not to think more
v of herfelf for the ncn:‘it raiment
the ein put oy,

Lis kind to prevail, I
that the effects would

morea “val: at fams wou ’1
d,;erd to "h"«t'l !

Ou‘l‘ |
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our moft dangerous rivals! French gew-
gaws would give place to Britith manufac-
tures. The ladies of this ifland, inferior to
none in beauty, would be the apes of none

_in drefs.  They would practife that {pecies

of patriotifm, which is the moft proper for
their fex ; they would ferve their country
in their own way. How many evils to the
community, ta private families, and to in-
dividuals, would be prevented ! If in fome
of the moft expenfive parts of female de-
cotation fewer hands were employed, a
much greater; number on the other fide
would find exercife in cultivating an elegant
propriety, and a beautiful diverfity, in all
the reft. The public tafte would be im-
proved in a thoufand articles. And is there

- not reafon to hepe, that the appearance, the

manners, and the minds of the Fair, would

gain by the change? : :
They would be lefs fhowy indeed ; but
they would be more engaging. Our gay
aflemblies, for gay afemblies there will al-
ways be, would glitter lefs in the gaze of
foolifh wonder; but they would fhine more
in the eye of juft difcernment. And then,
what honour would it reflect on yonr un-
derftandings, when in company, to fee you
: " f{uperior
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fuperior to your drefs, entirely forgettmo
that, and every other advantage you may
poflefs, in an obhgmg attention to all pr efent,
and lending luftre to each ornament, nﬁead
of borrowing it merely from thence? Or,
will any of you fay, that a woman on the
contrary 1s llkely to be more efteemed, for\«
appearmg attentive to herfelf alone, or by |

trying to catch by fo poor a bait, as a little §
gay clothing? She who does either, piques |
our pride, and offends our judgment, at the |
fame inftant. We are hurt by our bad!
breeding, in the one cafe; and in the other, |
we are provoked to think {he fhould pay us
fuch a forry compliment, as to fancy we
can be entangled in a cobweb.

When fhall women, in general, under.
ftand thoroughly the effeét of a comely ha-
bit, that, independent of pomp and defpifing
extravagance, is worn as the fober, yet tran-
{parent veil of.a more comely mind?. Be-
lieve me, my young friends, it is by -this
means that you will captivate moft, and
pleafe longeft. By purfuirg this, plan, you
will preferve an equality in that great in- |
difpenfible article of neatnefs. You will be |
clean, and you will be ealy; nor will you be ‘,
in d:mgu of appearing butterﬂu.s one daag'é,l
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12 | .nd flatterns the next. You will be al-
y | ways ready to receive your friends, with-
L, | gut feeming to be caught, or being at all
ad | difconcerted on account of your drefs.
T, | How feldom is that the cafe amongft the
_hel fluttereis of the age; I wifth we could fay,
OI,; amongft them only. For. young ladies of
7| more fobriety to be found fo often {loven-
le | ly, I might have faid downright fqualid
& and nafty, when no vifitors are expetted,
he | js moft peculiarly fhameful. I cannot ex-
| prefs the contempt and the difguft I feel
T, when I think of ir. I will not think of it.
us I proceed to obferve, that what you take
¢l from tinfel trappings you will gain in time,
i faving, and in real lovelinefs. § The lefs
vanity you betray, the more merit we thall
41 be always diipofed to allow you. We fhall
g1 be doubly charmed, firft with finding young
women that are not flaves to thew, and next

¢ | with your putting fo much refpe& on our
S heads and hearts, as to fuppofe we are only
nd | to be gained by better qualities.

DL Moreover, men of ordinary fortunes and
B- [ proper fentiments, will not be afraid of con-
be | nedting themfelves with perfons tco prudent
be | to be profufe, and too wife, as well as too
LYy

r{d % worthy,
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I worthy, when married, to court the admi. | of
fiii ration of all but their hufbands. >

The wnbounded and undiftinguithing love
of admiration, has been thought the moft
common, the rankeft, and the moft noxious| €0
weed, that grows in the heart of a female, | ce
H It is nourifhed by nothing’ more than by| P
di the love of finery. Indeed they depend on| ¢k
| each other. But if you will begin by crufh.|
: ing the latter; the former, T am perfuaded,|
i will quickly decay, and at laft fall to the| @2
il ground. The love of finery naturally di
prompts the paffion to be feen, that 1s, to|
be admired :” for between thefe two a con| V!

ceited young, creature makes no diftin&ion. | Pt
ji! Alas! what woman is there at any age| th
"- who, if devoted to drefs, burns not with| t’](
[ili impatience to difplay in public a new fa-|
filg fthion, or a new any-thing, which fhe hask
i :been Fold by thefe about her, or by her own a‘}?
|t imagination, looks e}:'ceedmg fine? And of; ;b
| 113 this impatience what 1s the fource, but that fo
[11 very paflion, which I juft now calléd, The “0‘
T ] unbounded and undiftinguithing love of ad: ;’C‘
i miration? The mifchiefs flowing from thence ‘?
‘ have been touched upon in part. They will :‘lc
j be farther traced hereafter. At prefent ] i‘
i thall only add, what ought to alarm womet
i ol
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7
of decency, that an immoderate fondnefs for
external embellithments is a ftrong tempta-
tion to a light and lafcivious mind.

From the paflfage of Ifaiah before quoted,
compared with the verfe immediately pre-
ceding, it appears, that in the cafe there
pointed to, an indecent deportment was
clofely connected with ap exceilive vanity
in apparel.—And from the whole of that
difcourfe it is manifeft, the behaviour of the
daugliters of Zion at that time was highly
difpleafing to the Almighty; which could
only proceed from the infinence their beha-
viour had upon their difpofitions, or reci-
procally from the latter as giving birth to
the former. How applicable the obferva-
tion is to the cafe of many females at this
day, who can be ignorant?

But has it not been too much the manner
amongft preachers of every age to deciy
that in which they lived, as having remark-
sbly degencrated from thofe that went be-
fore, and to denounce peculiar judgments
sccordingly? It often has, no doubt. And
f? far certainly they have forgotten the caus
ton of Solomon; “ Say not thou, What ig
“the caufe that the former days were bet-
ter than thefe? For thou doft not inquire -
“ wifely

,

Universitéts- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt
urnint :3-13641/fragment/page=0075




e R e S

72 SERMONS TO Ser. I1,
“ wifcly concerning this.” A miftake we
would willingly avoid. Such complaints,
when indulged indifcriminately, are either
he ditates of a gloomy and querelous tem-
per, or the trite and unmeaning declamation
of mere popular preaching. I truft, we
thall be charged with neither in faying, that
to this nation there can accrue no good from
the fpirit of luxury, of levity, and of vice,
{o prevalent, and fo fpreading, in a fex that

# lcads the world.
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SERMON III.

On Female Referve.

]

1 Tim. i, 8, o.

T willeeaes that avomen adorn themfelves with Shame-

facednefs.

Maxy of you, my honoured hearers, have
been addrefled in the ftyle of love and ad-
miration. I have taken the liberty to ad-
drefs you in that of zeal and friendfhip; a
ftyle not the lefs fincere, or the lefs worthy
of your attention, for being fober and im-
partial. 'Will you permit me to proceed in
the fame manner ? Suppofe me {peaking to
you as a brother. It will be more than a
fuppofition. Have we not all one father by
creation, even the great God ! and by re-
ligion, is not the new Jerufalem the mother
of us all> With a brother’s affe@ion then
WillT go.on to lay before you fome better or-
haments than wealth can purchafe, in which
Twifh my beloved fifters to fhine, that they

Pl 1. E may
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may appear a5 becomes their high birth, and
the nob)e.expe&ations they are encouraged
to entertain.

After modeft apparel our Apoftle men-
tions SEAMEFACEDNEss. I will that
< ywomen adorn themfelves in modeft ap.
« parel, with Shamefacednefs.” This love-
ly quality, in its largeft extent, and in its
moft pleafing effets on female manners,
{hall be the fubje& of our prefent medita-
‘tion. It is an ornament equally neceffary
and wifle.

Firft, It is a neceflary ornament, confider- |
ed, I mean, in a moral and religions light,
I would only premife, that the amiable re-
ferve, termed by St Paul fhamefaceduefs, is
fomething widely diftant from thofe airs of |
difdain, thofe pretenfions of averfion to men, |
which we now and then meet with in your
fex, 1faid pretences: Forno degree of can-
dour can perfuade us to believe that fuch wo-
men, ia general, do not play a part, and un-
der the mafk of this feeming feverity, this
violent affeGation of virtue, harbour paf-
‘ions of a very diiferent kind. ' Who does not
know, that the greateft prudes have often |
drepped their difgnife at laft ; and betrayed |
fuch difpofitions as many a young womar} ‘

0
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of good nature and courteous-behaviour, is
incapable of indulging ! Every thing over-
done is liable to fufpicion. Innocence in
women wants not the aid of oftentations
like integrity in men, it refts in its own
confcioufnefs.—Not fo, however, as to ne-
gleck the rules of prudence and circumf{pec-
tion. To fay the truth, prudery is not the
prevailing evil of the times. Female mo-
defty, even where it is moft real, is in lit-
tle danger, as the world goes, of being car-
ried to an extreme. In the gayer part of
the world, how feldom, alas! does it arife
to the fhamefacednefs expre{sly enjoined
in our text, and which on the very firft
hearing fuggeits the idea of a virtuous bafh-~
fulnefs.—This beautiful grace,

e L S P Clear Chaftity-----
With bluthes redd’ning as fhe moves along,
Diforder'd at the deep regard fhe draws--—-

whither is fhe retired? Where is the charm-
ing original, from which the poet drew  fo
fweet a picture? Has Virtue then for-
faken the fex ! God forbid ! But I am bold
to {ay, her favburite walks are not in thofe
places of public entertainment, now fo fond-
ly frequented by fo many women. She loves

Fge the
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the thade. There the finds herfelf moft fe-
cure from the blights of Calumny, and from
the heats of Temptation. Ah, ye mothers
of this land ! how can you expofe fo rafhly
thofe tender blofloms committed to your
care? Have you forgotten, that every un-
kindly breath is ready to blaft them? Are
you ignorant how foon the whiteft innocence
may be {ullied? that it is poflible even for
the ftriéteft principles to be corrupted? Is
there nothing in your own minds that whifs
pers the frailty of your fex?

But you plead the neceflity of allowing
to youth a little amufement,—of thewing
your daughters g little of the world,—of
preventing, or rubbing off the awkwardnefs,
that is apt tq adhere to young perfons who
are confined at home. You urge the pro~
priety of conyincing them by comparifon,
how much the calm and rational pleafures
of that home are preferable to the noily and
giddy diverfions ufually found abroad; that
in the latter there is nothing fo wonderfully
fine, {o irrefiftibly alidring, as their youthful
fancies, or the information of others, might
lead them to fuppofe. s

We admit your argument, fo far as they
go. ‘Keep within thefe bounds, and be

; blames
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blamelefs.  But—do the parents of the pre-
fent generation commonly keep within them?
Are not many of thofe parents as fond of

aiety and thew, as the mereft girl can pof-
fibly be? Is it furprifing to {ee the daugh-
ters of fuch become very éarly the votarics
of Folly, when every other day or night
they are conduéed in triumph to her tem~
ples, without any precaution, any previous
pains taken to inftruct them in the emptinefs,
and worthlefinefs of the object worfhipped
there ;—worfhipped with every  circum-
ftance that can ferve to propagate the ido=
latry, while the poor innocents: are inflamed
by the coneurrence of company, drefs, flat-
tery, example—the example of thofe whom,
by nature and education, they are difpofed
to refpect moft highly, and to imitate moft

. implicitly ? It were indeed ftrange, if in

this fituation their too fufceptible hearts
thould efcape the fafhionable contagion. But
what can be faid for thofe who thus direét-
ly, and with their eyes open, lead theix
childreninto a fnare >—Ceafe ! thou reftlefs
and raging {pirit of hell, who art “ going
“ about fecking whom thou mayeft devour’”
—ceafe thy cruel toil. - The parents of Bri-
tain render it needlefs. The mothers of the

E3 church
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church haften to bring thee their little
lambs, as if impatient for the pleafure of
prefenting them.—Excufe, ye better cha.
ratters, this tranfport of indignation, kindled
by an impiety which you are not capable of
committing. I think with honour of all
who truly merit the parental name. May
the Fathert of the world increafe their num-
ber, and multiply their joys ! But for thofe
wicked I turn from them to you, ye
pretty helplefs creatures, who bhave. loft
=it may be, happily. merciful Hea-
ven! muft I fay, Happily loft your parents! |
or whofe parents yet live, but loft to them-
felves and to their offspring, have in the
blindnefs of indulgence, or the barbarity of
negleét, abandoned you to your own untu-
tored condu&? Let me warn you of your
danger. If there is no other friend to thew |
a folicitude for your welfare, allow me at
leaft to have that fatisfaétion. ,
Refle&t, my fifters, on all I have faid con-
eerning your importance in life: and look
beyond life’s narrow boundary. - Confider
everlafting confequences: Contemplate ap-
proaching judgment. You have received
from the Almighty your bodies, and yout
fouls, unftained by difhonour. You will
: foon
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foon be required to reftore them ismacnlate.
You belong to a fociety, for which your
Saviour ¢ gave himﬁ%lf, that he might
« fanéify and cleanfe it with the wafhing of
« water by the Word, that he might prefent
« it to himfelf a glorious church, not having
«{pot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing.”
Think of this, ¢ Watch and pray, that ye
& enter not into temptation.”

The love of promifcuous amufement, how
fnnocent foever it may often feem, and fome-
times be, infnares multitudes of your fex.
Their earlieft deys arve marked by a mix-
ture of fprightlinefs and fimplicity. They
run, they laugh, they prattle: and then they
often blufh, for fear of having offended. As
they grow up, their fenfibilities become
more enlightened, and more awake. They
blufh oftener. It is the precious colouring
of virtue, as one has happily phrafed it.
They contraét a quicker perception of what
is decent, and of what is wife. A fweet ti-
midity was given them to guard their in-
nocence, by inclining them to fhrink from
whatever might threaten to injure it. ‘Their

* paffions, as they rife, are reftrained from

exorbitance, by a fecret fentiment of {hame
and honpur. - In this ftate of mind, they
E 4 come
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“'; come %0 hear much concerning public di-
! verfions. The defcription is frequently re-
peated, and always exaggerated. Their cu-
riofity takes fire; they are eager to partici-
i pate. They are indulged once—a fecond—

i a third time—often without controul. B
little and little their natural fearfulnefs be-
gins to abate. For a while they are fhocked
atfigns of rudenefs. Their ears are wound-
ed by the language of vice: Oaths, impre-
cations, double meanings, every thing ob-
{cene fills them with difguft and horror.
But cuftom foon begets familiarity ; and fa-
miliarity produces indifference. ~The emo-
tions of delicacy are lefs frequent, lefs
ftrong.” And now they feldom blufh, altho®
perhaps they often affe it. At the image
| of fin they tremble no longer: their minds
i aré glready debauched. All the internal
3 fences of modefty are broken down. Can
you wender, if it is then eafily affailed from
without? But what if it is not? What if
appearances are ftill preferved, if open
feandal 1s not incurred, or if fecret enormity
thould be always avoided? Is it not enough
for a young woman to be free from infamy,
from crimes? Between the ftate of virgin
purity and adtual proftitution, are there no
inter=
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intermediate degrees: Is it nothing to have
the foul deflowered, the fancy polluted, the
paffions flung into a ferment? Say, is it
nothing to forfeit inward freedom, and felf-
pofleflion? The beauty, the dignity, the
tranquillity of confcious virtue are 41l
thefe of no account? Such indeed one would
think were the opinion of thofe who ima-
gine there can be no harm in a paffion for
places of entertainment : Becaufe, fay they,
all attacks on the honour of perfons who
refort to them, are precluded. Be that as
it may, I muft ever maintain that young
women of principle will be cautious of fre-
quenting fcénes where fhamefacednefs, at
once the companion and the guardian of fe-
male innocence, is in danger of being loft.
But, I add, that every prudent young wo-
man alfo will be extremely wary in this
particular; becaufe,

Secondly, The ornament we now recom-
mend is as wi/e as it is neceffary. There is
nothing fo engaging as bafhful beauty. The
beauty that obtrudes itfelf, how confidera-
bly foever, will either difguft, or at moft
excite but inferior defires. Men are fo
made, they refufe their admiration, where
it is courted: where it feems rather thun-

E;s ned,
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ned, they love to beftow it. The retiring
graces have been always the moft attractive,

You remember the reprefentation which
Milton puts into Adam’s mouth on his firft
meeting with our general mother. How
beautiful, and how delicate !—

~ She heard me thus; and tho’ divinely brought,
~ Yet innocence and virgin modefty,
Her virtue, and the confcience of her worth,
*Fhat would be weo’d, and not unfought be won,
. Not obvious, not obtrufive, but regir'd
‘T'he more defirable ; or to fay all,
Nature herfclf; tho’ pure of finful thought,
Wrought in her fo, that fecing me fhe turn'd.
1 followed her, fhe what was honour knew,
And with obfequious majelly approv’d
My pleaded reafon. To the nuptial bow’r
« 1 led her blufhing like the morn.

But this was only the poet’s fancy. True,
Yet the poet knew the fexes well, and {eems
to have ftudied yours particularly. He
painted from the completeft ftandards he
could find. His piQture of Eve, in her ftate
of innocence, may be confidered as the mo-
del of a woman moft amiably feminine:

in whom his imagination, alike exalted and

corred, could figure nothing fo alluring—

—--.As thafe praceful aéts,
Thole thoufand decencies that daily flow
From all her words and ations,
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What mind, indeed of any worth, can for-
bear to be charmed with the defcription you
have juft heard?

To fay the truth, there is not, I verily be-
lieve, a man living, who in his fober fenfes
would not prefer a modeft to animmorleft
woman. An impudent woman !—Who can
tgll which is greater—the difgrace thrown
upon humanity by fuch a character, or the
honour refleted on our natures by that ab~
horrence, which is raifed by the bare idea
in every breaft not totally degenerate !

Surely it deferves your notice, what pains
the All-prefiding Power has gracioully ta-
ken to fhew his care of female virtue, not
only by imprefling the minds of your {ex
with that deep and lively fenfe of reputa-
tion, which is one of its moft powerful pre-
fervatives, but alfo by forming the minds of
ours with fo high an efteem for every indi-
cation of chaftity in women, and with fo
ftrong a difapprobation of the contrary.
That, efteem, and this difapprobation, it is
certain, are felt by the men, whenfoever rea-
fon is permitted to take place of appetite:
and thefe indications arve perfedly and uni-
verfally intelligible. I fay not, indeed, that
thofe of the laft kind are alivays apparent,

Ee¢ where
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where women have given themfelves up to
vice ; but, I apprehend, they are fo for the
greater part. This breach of her moft fa-
cred law, the juftice of Nature has generally
branded with a look and manner peculiarly
characteriftic and fignificant; as, on the
other fide, fhe has always (I think always)
marked the genuine feelings of modefty with
a look and manner no lefs correfpondent and
expreflive.

In the latter cafe, the feems to fay to us
men, pointing to her yet uncorrupted daugh-
ters, ¢ Behold thefe fmiling innocents whom
“I have graced with my faireft gifts, and
“ committed to your protefion !—Behold
“ them with love and refpe@. Treat them
“ with tendernefs and honour. They are
“ timid, and want to. be defended. They
¢ are frail O do not take advantage of
“ their weaknefs ! Let their fears and blufh-
“es endear them. Let their confidence in
“ you never be abufed.—Rut, is it poffible,
“ that any of you can be fuch barbarians,
“fo fupremely wicked, as to abufe it? Can
“ you find in your hearts to defpoil the gen-
“tle trufting creatures of their treafure, or
“ do any thiag to ftrip them of their pative
“ robe of: virtuc? Curfed be the impious

¢ hand
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¢ hand that would dare to violate the un-
«Dblemithed form of chaftity ! Thou wretch!
¢ thou ruffian ! forbear; nor wventure to
« provoke Heaven’s fierceft vengeance.” .
In the other cafe the {fame Parental Pow-
er, equally watchful for all her children,
feems to caft an eye of awful reproach on
fuch of her daughters as are unhappily a-
bandoned, and, raifing her voice to addrefs
our fex to this purpofe ;—* Fly, my {ons !
“fly thefe deftruéive Syrens. They fmile
“ only to tempt: and they tempt in order
“to devour. Once indeed they tfhone in
“ many of my fweeteft charms: Thefe are
“ no more ! They have forgotten to bluth ;
“ their foreheads are hardened into fhame=
“ leflnefs. Their eyes, formerly foft, vir-
“ tuous, and downcaft thofe very eyes
¢ that diffufed the foul of innocence, have
“ Jearned to ftare and rqll with unbounded
“ wantonnefs ; to dart nothing but unholy
“fire: Their hands are the hands of Har-
“ pies. Their feet go down to death, and
“ their fteps take hold on hell.”—This ac-
count of thefe wretched beings will be al-
ways true in part. The profligate and the

foolifh, that are taken in their toils, thall

fome time or other be {ure to repent it.
Never.
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Neverthelefs it muft be owned, there are
thofe of them who, with hearts of adamant
to the beft impreffions, and without any re-
mzins of natural modefty, yet pra&ife the
art of feigning its decent demeanour; one

-of the ftrongeft arguments that can be cén-

ceived 1n its favour?

Yes, thofe more accomplithed enfnarers
are {ufliciently aware, that there is no al-
lurement equal to that of maiden virtue;
and, therefore, having loft the reality, they
ftudy to retain the appearance. In this in-
ftance, no doubt, as in numberlefs others,
the operations of Nature may be counter-
atted by violence, and her moft fpeaking
features filenced by diffimulation. But, ah'!
how much more eafy, pleafant, noble, and
happy, to be virtuous, than only to feent {o!
That vicegerent of God within us, Con-
fcience, will not bear the abufe calmly. All
effential tranfgreffions of order, how fvc-
cefsful foever they may outwardly appear,
fhall certainly be punithed by inward dif-
quietude, and home-felt meannefs. But, the
truth is, that the grt of diffembling in the
cafe before us, feldom fucceeds fo far, as not
to be feen through on many occafions ; and,
when it is, the contempt and averfion pro-

duced
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duced by it, are only heightened by thofe
attempts to impofe. Of this be aflured,
that, to the fenfe of decency, there is no-
thing more difgufting, than the thoughts of
-a young woman who cannot be put out of
countenance. In our f{ex, the charaéter of be-
ing loft to thame 1s fcandalous; butin yours
~—who can defcribe the deteftation it ex-
cites !
- Next to this, is the diflike we feel to her
wha has contra&ed a certain brifknefs of air
and levity of deportment, which, thotugh by
goed nature, or the courtefy of cuftom, di-
ftinguithed from the brazen front and bold
atrack of the proftitute, does yet, I cannot
help faying, approach too near them, and
can never, 1 am fure, be pleafing to men of
fentiment. Such an air of deportment, I well
know, are by many efteemed marks of {pirit.
It may be fo. I am willing at leaft to be-
lieve, that no real harm is meant by num-
bers who affec them. But furely they are
the worft kind of affeCtation. I had rather
a thoufand times fee a young lady carry her
bafhifulnefs too far, than pique herfelf on the
freedom of her manners.
A mafculine woman muft be naturally an’

unamiable creature. I comtls myfelf thock- -
ed

Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt
urninbnideigbv:3:3-13641/fr nt/page=0091




£8 SERMONS TO Ser. 11T,

ed whenever I fee the fexes confounded.
An effeminate fellow that, deftitute of every
manly fentiment, copies with inverted am-
bition from your fex, is an obje& of con-
tempt and averfion at once. On the other.
hand, a young woman of better rank, that
throws off all the lovely foftnefs of her na-
ture, and emulates the daring intrepid tem-
per of a man—how terrible! The transfor-
mation on either fide muft ever be mon-
firous.” Is not this fhadowed out to us in
that particular prohibition of the Jewifh law,
which fays, “ The woman fhall not wear
¢ that which pertaineth unto the man: nei-
“ ther fhall a man put on a woman’s gar-
“ment. For all that do {fo are an abomina- .
“ tion unto the Lord !” Such confufion of
apparel was to be confidered as a renoun-
cing, in effe, the diftin&ion of form, which
the Almighty had eftablithed in the crea-
tion. To this unnarural mode do we not
fometimes obferve a vifible tendency in our
days? But what though the drefs be kept
ever fo diftin&, if the behaviour is not; in
thofe points, I mean, where the chara&er
peculiar to each fex feems to require a dif-
ference ? There, a metamorphofis in either
will always offer+: an eye that is not greatly

vitiated.
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vitiated. Tt wilt do fo particularly in your
fex. . By dint of affiduity, fattery, fortune,
and thew, a_femals man thall fometimes fuc-
ceed ftrangely with the women: but to the
men, an Amazor, I think, never fails to be
forbidding. Are none of you, my fifters,
in danger of roughening into this ungtraci-
ous figure? EHow readily is it affumed, in
thofe icenes where the ignorance of youth
co-operates with the magic of fathion, many
of you perhaps will not {ufpeét.

Men, I prefume, are in general better
judges than women, of the deportment of
women. ~Whatever affe@s them from your
quarter they feel more immediately. You
{lide infenfibly 1ato 2 certain caft of manners:
you perceive not the gradations. You do
not fee yourfelves at a proper diftance. If
the effect produced be upon the whole dif-
agreeable, felf-love will not bhe the firft to
difcover it. Men, it is true, are often daz-
zled by youth, vivacity, and beauty; but
yet at times they will look at you with a
cooler eye, and a clofer infpection, than you
apprehend : at leaft, when they have oppor-
tunities of feeing you in private company.

In fplendid crowds all is diffipated, be-
caufe all is gairifh. “The multiplicity of

objeéts
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objetts flatters and diftracts; nothing is felt
or thought of in the way either of ferious
refleftion, or ferious paflion. How much
misjudged is an exceflive fondnefs for fuch
fchemes! Believe me, they are not the
places, where the heart is moft apt to be
touched.

At any rate, the majefly of the fex is fure
to fuffer by being {fcen too frequently, and
too familiarly. Difcreet referve in a wo-
man, like the diftance kept by royal perfons
ages, contributes to maintain the proper re-
verence. Moft of our pleafures are prized
in proportion to the difficulty with which
they are obtained. The fight of beauty may
be juftly reckoned in that number. Nos
thing can be more impolitic in young ladies
than to make it cheap. “ So long,” fays 2
lively author, ¢ as they govern themfelves
“ by the exaét rules of prudence and me-
‘ defty, their luftre is like the meridian fun
“in its clearnefs, which, though lefs ap-
“ proachable, is counted more glorious; but
““ when they decline from thofe they are
“like the fun in a cloud, which, though
“ fafelier gazed on, is not half fo bright.”

Even the worft men are ftruck by the fo-
vereignty of female worth, unambitious of

appearing.
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appearing. But if a young perfon (fuppo-
fing her difpofition in other refpects ever fo
good) will be always breaking loofe through
each domeftic inclofure, and ranging at large
the wide common of the world, thofe de-
firoyers will fee her in a very different point
of light. They will confider her as lawful
game, to be hunted down without any hefita-
tion. And if her virtue, or (which to a2 wo-
man is nearly the fame in effett) her repu-
tation, Thould be loft, what will it avail the
poor wanderer, to plead that fhe meant on-
Iy a little harmle{s amufement, and never
tiought of ftraying into the abhorred paths
of vice?

- With regard to the opinion of the better
fort of men, I will tell you a fecret. - If in
the flutter of too public a life, you fhould at
any time fo far forget youtfelves, as to drop
that nice decorum of appearance and man-
ner which is expefed from your fex, parti-
cularly from the younger part of it, they
will be tempted to harbour fufpicions, which
Idare not name; that is, many of them will.
The reft, who know you better, or have
more charity, will be hurt to think you
thould expofe yourfelves to a degree of cen-
fure, which, in reality, you do not deferve.

By-6f
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Yet none of them hardly will be kind enough
to offer you a friendly hint of what {6 much
concerns you ; not even where it might be

.done with the moft perfe¢t propriety. Their

general inclination to good nature, their love
of amufement inv their turn, and their find-
ing it moft readily in the fociety of your

fex, will difpofe them to laugh with you

very freely. Intimacy will lead on to a

‘kind of attachment. They will often enter~

tdin you with ne little gallantry: {fometimes
perhaps at an expence, which they can ilk
afford. In a word, they will be mightily
pleafed with you—as the companions of an
hour. Companions for life, if they ever
think of fuch, they will look out for elfe~
where. They will then make the neceflary:
diferimination; I mean, if they are wife
and honeft enough to marry from choice.
They will then try if they can find women
well-bred and {ober-minded, at the {ame
time, of a cheerful temper, with fedate man<
ners; women, of whom they may hope that
they will love home, be attached to their
huibands, attentive to their families, reafon=
able in their wifhes, moderate in their ex-
pences, and not devoted to external {hew.
Having found them, whether with or with=

out
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out fortune (that will never be their prime .
confideration) they will endeavour to gain
them by another fort of ftyle and behaviour
than they ufed towards you. Far other fen-
timents, far other emotions, will then poflefs
them. In fhort, their hearts will be then
engaged; and if they are happy enough to
obtain the much withed-for objeéts, then,
with 2 joy unfelt before, they will form the
tendereft of all connetions, leaving you
where they found you, as widely removed
as ever, from the trueft pleafures and the
faireft profpects that humanity knows ; the
pleafures which are enjoyed at home, and
the profpeéts which include a family.

But many of you, I fear, will fmile at all
this, trufting to the flatterer Beauty, that,
when ever you fhall pleafe, you cannot fail
to fix your men; and fo, in the gaiety of
your {pirits, you continue to exhibit that
beauty as ufual, and to dance along through
the giddy maze. Not to infift at prefent
how precarious and how tranfient an atten-
dant this fame arch flatterer has always pro-
ved, I muft remind you, that a face hack-
neyed in the public eye, how ftriking fo-
¢ver when firft feen, or how handfome fo-

! ever
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ever it may yet remain, lofes much of its
power to pleafe. Every new appearance
takes fomething from its charms ; and for

_one inftance wherein this kind of exhibition

fucceeds, how many might be named in
which young women, once extolled and run
after every where, have lived to tread the
beaten round, unpraifed, negletted, for-
lorn!

No, thofe large promifcuous circles are not
the {cenes where the heart is commonly in-
terefted. Virtuous love, like true devotion,
flies from noife, feeks retreat, and delights
to indulge itfelf unobferved by all, fave the
objet of its veneration. That refpetful
modefty, which attends it on the part of
man, is maintained and exalted by nothing
fo much as an unaffeéted bafhfulnefs on the
woman’s fide. But this laft, which, proper-
ly {peaking, is the flower of female chaftity,
is of a mature fo delicate and tender, as al-
ways to thrive beft in places the leaft fre.
quented. What pity, when, inftead of be-
ing fheltered and cherithed with care, it is
heedlefsly expofed to the wanton gaze of e-
very wandering eye, to' the cruel hand of
every rude, or of every fly invader! Can
any entertainment, or any admiration, the

public
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public has power to offer, compenfate the
lofs of this enchanting quality ?

Say not that it is incompatible with po-
litenefs, or with affability. We have feen it
accompanied with the fweeteft affability, and
with the moft perfe& politenefs. Be affured,
my fifters, that the beft breeding is not learn-
ed by rambling from one aflembly and one
diverfion to another; but by living amongft
the beft bred people, by cultivating a fund
of goodnefs in the heart, and poffefling the
advantage of a well-educated mind.

After what you have heard, I hope you
will not imagine, that the bathfulnefs I plead
for tends to obftruét any one view, which it
becomes a wife and worthy woman to enter-
tain. Some men, I confefs, may be flatter~
ed by forward advances from thofe of your
fex, whom the ingenious Mr Richardfon
ufed to term feeders. But is there not rea-
fon to apprehend, that when they come te
reflet coolly, their efteem will not be lafi-
ing, where the foundation of it is not natu-
ral? There are other men, it is but fair to
tell you, who will appear delighted with
this kind of courtfbip, pretend the higheft
Tegard, pay you a world of compliments, by
which they mean nothing, and fwear to t};;

’ fi
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“firft worthlefs companion they meet, that

you have a defign upon them. Can you bear
the thought of expofing yourfelves to fuch
imputation? How mortifying, on fuch oc-
cafions, to hear a girl {ferioufly boaft of her
imaginary conquefts ! How weak in her to
fancy that every man who flatters her, not
to fay every man who treats her with the
attention to which your fex are entitled, is
a lover!

I {fpeak not of thofe more deferving fe.
males whofe peace of mmd has been cruelly
fported with by a fpecies of poltroons, the
difgrace of their fex, the reverfe of all that
is brave or humane; whofe bufinefs and
whofe boaft it is, to inveigle the affections
of virtuous women by endlefs obfequiouf-
nefs, and folemn profeflions, that feem to im-
ply every thing juft and kind, till they have
undone the credulous fair ones, whom they
then barbaroufly confign te infamy and woe!
or elfe, finding that they have gone too far
in the purfuit of thofe who will not yield
but on honourable terms, to which ‘they
have not the {pirit of integrity to agree,
they poorly and bafely relinquith them, af-
ter having ftolen their hearts. Happy crea-
tures, to be fo relinquifhed! though not

1 happy
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happy to be fo inveigled.  What an efcape
have you made from wretches that never
deferved you ! if your honeft pride i hurt
at firft, as it may unavoidably be, that very
pride will foon infpire you with a generous
contempt ; the only fenfation fit to be re~
tained on fuch a fubjeft.

To return to thofe of your fex, whom a
rage for amufement and admiration has rob-~
bed of one of the fineft ornaments that can
adorn them, the thamefacednefs I have been
endeavouring to inculcate. After having
{aid fo much to thew howt highly they are to
blame 3 what fhall I fay to thofe, whofe duty
it is to advife them better, but who have
always neglefted it? Surely it might be
thought, that fuch of their female acquaint~
ance, and fuch efpecially of their female re=
lations as were advanced in life, would from
their fuperior ftore of judgment and obfer-
vation, be friendly enough to communicate
to thofe ignorant and unexperienced young
creatures, fome falutary counfel on this and
other important articles. I know they will
excufe themfelves, by pleading the difficulty
of the talk. I owa it difficult. To advife
well was always o ; and who can be fure of
advifing fuccefsfully? Is it, therefore, never

Fol. 1. F ¥ to
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to be attempted? In the prefent cafe, I
cannot doubt, but that good counfel, offer~
ed with prudence and affection, might often
fucceed. :

St Paul, who held it not unworthy of an
apoftie to enter with the greateft particula.
rity into the concerns of common life, direéts
Titus to remind the ancient women of their
duty on this very head. His words are re-
markable : ¢ Speak thou the things that be-
<« come found do&rine;’—among the reft
« that the aged women may teach the
¢ young women to be fober, to love their
« hinfbands, to love their children.”—~What
follows? ¢ to be difcreet, chafte, keep-
« ¢rs at home.”* The precept indeed points
to young women in the ftate of wed-
fock. But will any fuppofe the apoftle
meant to exclude women yet unmarried
from that part of it, which, on his princi-
ples, muft neceflarily be applicable to them?
That women who, having families of thein
own, muit go abroad, and affeét to fhine any
where but in their proper {phere, are pecu-
liarly to blame, muft, I think, be acknow-
ledged. But will you thence infer, that
they who have none are at liberty to ftroll
about perpetually, to prefer every place at

' " home,
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Home, and fink the moft refpectable virtues;
the moft valuable accomplithments, in the
parade of drefs, the difplay of beauty; and
the tricks of affectation?

Itis truly fad to fee fo many young la-
dies; fhewing themfelves every day in the
markets of Vanity, who by a proper de-
portment elfewhere might render themfelves
agreeable and happy-—to fee them throw=
ing away the opportunities of deing both.
But it is no lefs furprifing than fad, to find
amongft women of age and experience fo
few, comparatively {peaking; who have the
confcience or the humanity to contribute to
their reformation and welfare. S,
. Imagine a fet of chalte matrons; ancient-
ly mothers in this metropolis, who lived
and died in fdcred obfcurity, were feldom
found from their own houles, but placed
their humble glory in fhining there, parti-
cularly in breeding their children to every
thing prudent and praife-worthy—imagine
them for a little to return to life, and to ob-
ferve unknown the manners of the prefent
age: When, amongft other things, they faw
the daughters of many a citizen, glittering
I gorgeous apparel not paid for, rolling
their eyes on every fide through a large af-

Fo fembly,
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iembly, ftudying by every childith art to
draw the notice of the men, contending with
one another who fhould be moft the objett
of attention, catching with a kind of tri-
umph each tranfient glance, nor thewing the
fmalleft uneafinefs even to be ftared at by
the moft licentious eye; or to be blown up
by the moft corrupted breath of every vile
betrayer.—I purfue the defcription no far-
ther—what would our venerable {peétators
think of their pofterity 2 What grief would
fill their hearts on the occafion? But, ah!
how great would be their aftonifhment and
horror, when informed, that numbers of
thofe young perfons, whofe behaviour was
{o unbecoming, had not been taught by their
mothers, their grand-mothers, or any female
friend in the world, one folid leflon of wif-
dom or frugality, of female.decorum or ami-
able referve.

SER-
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On Female Virtue,

1 Tim. ii. 8, g.

L will--~-that women adotn themfelues with Sebriety.

A Prary <drefs you have often found ex-
tremely pleafing.  What fuch a drefs s to
the perfon, that, and much more, i fobriety
to the mind. Sobriety is a fort of fpiritual
velture entirely void of fhew, fubitantial,
home-fpun, and hardy; calculated to defend
againft the injuries of the world, as well as
to cover the nakednefs of the foul; proper
to be worn every day, and not unfit for any
place where a reafonable being ought to ap-
pear; perfettly decent, and to a judicious
eye, exceedingly beautiful ; in a word, fo in-
difpenfible, and fo becoming, that the who
1s without it has been ever deemed, by the
virtuous and wifé, an objeét of deformity,
loathing, and wretchednefs. Like “every

: Fg3 thing




102 SErRMONS TO Ser. 1V,

thing of greateft value, its worth is baft
known by 1ts lofs. That this quality, which
like your daily clothing, anfwers fo many
ufeful neceflary ends, fhould like that tap
not ftrike the generality of beholders, does,
in my opinion, refleét honour to your fex.
It would be more efteemed, were it lefs
common. And here I muft complain of
thofe men who will allow little or no merit
to a woman for being fober, when, if fhe
were not, they would condemn her loudly.
If the vice be fcandalous, can the virtue fail
of being honourable ?

To argue from an inftance fomewhat fi-
milar. Becaufe difobedience to parents is
unnatural and vile, does it follow that filial
piety deferves little or no praife ? But, in
faét, the temptations to this crime are ufual-
ly inconfiderable, frequently mone at all;
whereas, to indecorum, intemperance, and
incontinence, it is certain many women are
under ftrong temptations ; it is alfo certain,
that many have givcn way to them: it 1s
probable there are but few, whofe virtue in
thofe particulars has not been expofed to
very dangerous fnares; yet the far greater
part preferve it entire: And (hall we deny

them
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them our tribute of approbation? Forbid it,
Generofity and Juftice !

The {peaking with contempt of what is
commonly called zegative virtue, is often the
mere rant of an affefted philofophy. To
make fome allowance for the condition of
humanity, were furely more modeft and
candid. Where does he live, and what is
his name, who dares be confident, that in
any given circumftance 6f critical trial, his
own refolutions would remain unfhaken ?
“For vice and immorality, though there may
be alleviations, there can be no excufe,
But yet, on the other hand, fituated as mor-
tals are, a moral or innoffenfive conduét is
fairly entitled to commendation from mor-
tals. Your fituation, my young friends, de-
mands much candour from us, and mwhty
caution in you.

The ornament of soBRrRIETY, which comeg
next to be confidered, is by no means a cheap,
one. But though it 1s purchafed with dif-
ficulty, it is loft with eafe. To preferve it,
will require the unremitted exercife of pru.,
dence, vigilance, and fevere circum{peétion ;
or to {perk more properly, thefe are parts
of this quality, which in effect is of a mixa
ed and comprehenfive nature. To defcribe

1t
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it at large, is not my defign. The attempg
would lead into a difcuffion much too dry
and uninterefting. If poflible, I would en
gage your attention to truth, dnd your
hearts to goodnefs, in a different way ; by
fentiment, perfuafion, and the native influ-
ence of fraternal counfeli Come then, my
fifters, and hearken to a brother, while he
endeavours to fhew you, on one fide, thofe
things which you ought principally to thun,
in order to the maintaining the fobriety of
your minds and manners; and to point out,
on the other, that pofitive difcipline, which
muft co-operate for this purpofe. At pre-
fent we can only undertake the former of
thefe points. But, before we proceed to
that, let me defire you to take notice with
what propriety the apoftle’s ideas feem to
rife one above another. He begins with that
which is moft direétly obvious, and the very
firft precaution to be obferved, « Modefty of
“ apparel.” Then he mentions, “ Shamefa-
“ cednefs;” which, though fometimes lefs

apparent, yet when feen cannot fail of re-
commending itfelf to every eye, and without
which decency of garb is mere affeation.
Shamefacednefs, as he has ranked it, appears
like a kind of finer covering, the virgin veil

of
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of Chalftity, to be thrown over all the reft.
But that it may be a veil in the beft fenfe,
a holy veil and no mafk, he fubjoins * So-
« briety,” as the more inward habit (fo to
fpeak) which muft fupport and give value
to the whole; or, to drop the metaphor, as
that internal and prevailing charaler, by
which every part of a woman’s drefs and
demeanour muft be ever regulated. Now,
to cultivate 'this charaéter, it is of infinite
confequence,

In the firft place, to avoid DANGEROUS
CONNEXIONS. If that is not done, what is
there on earth, or heaven, that can fave you?
Of miraculous interpofition, I think not at
prefent. She can have no right to expeét it,
who throws herfelf into the broad way of
temptation. = What thofe dangerous con+
nexions are, it may not be always eafy to.
explain, when it becomes a queftion in real
life. Unhappily for young women, it is a
queftion fometimes of very nice decifion,
Cafes there are, in which nothing can be
clearer. The man that behaves with open
rudenefs, the man that avowedly laughs at
virtue, the man that impudently pleads for

" vice; fuch a man is to be fhunned like a
ratdefhake. In this cale, ¢ The woman that
¢« deliberates
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¢ deliberates is loft.” What! would you
patley with the deftroyer, when he gives
you warning ? Then you are not enfnared;
you knowingly and wilfully expofe yours
felves. If you are poifoned, if you are loft;
your folly is without excufe, and your de:
ftrution without alleviation.

But; in this mhanner, none will proceed,
fave -wretches alike licentious and impru-
dent. Of artful men the approaches will be
filent and flow; all will be foft infinuation;
or elfe they will put on a blunt face of {feem-
ing good humour, the appearances of honeft
franknefs, drawing you to every fcene of
diffipation with a kind of obliging violence;
thould violence of any kind be neceffary. If;
withal, they are agreeable in their perfons;
or lively in their converfation; above all, if
they wear the air of gentlemen, which, un-
fortunately for your fex; is too often the
cafe; then indeed your danger is extreme:
Thus far the trap is concealed. You appre-
hend nothing : your unfufpeéting hearts be=
gin toflide; they are gone—gone before you
are aware. The men I am fpeaking of per-
ceive their advantage the moment it appears:
I have fuppofed them deftitute of worth. If
they are alfo uncheeked by fear, what can

prefervé
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preferve you? A fenfe of reputation? the
dread of ruin? Perhaps they may. But per-
haps they may not. They have often, ne
doubt, come in to prevent the laft excefs.
And but for fuch reftraints, what would be-
come of many 2 woman who is not under
that beft one, Religious Principle? The ex-
periment, however, you will own is hazard-
ous. Multitudes have trufted to it, and
have been undone.

But do thofe, who in the world’s {enfe are
not undone, efcape, think ye, unhurt? un-
hurt in their health and {pirits, in their fe~
renity and felf-enjoyment, in their fobriety
of mind and habits of {elf-controul? You
cannot think it. Very feldom at leaft can
you fuppofe, that, where there is much fen-
fibility of temper, an ill-placed pafiion fhall
not leave behind it,-in a youthful breaft,
great diforder and deep difquietude.

- But how, will you afk, iy the fnare to be
¢luded, hidden as it frequently is? Not {o
hidden throughout, as to be invifible, unlels
indeed you will fhut your eyes. Is it not
your bufinefs tq enquire intp the character
of the man that pofiefles an attachment? Or
is charaer nothing? Is there no eflential
difference hetween a man of decency and ho-

nour,
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nour, or who has all along paffed for fuch,
and 2 man who is known to lead an irregu-
lar life, or who is fufpeéted, however, to be
the fmiling foe of female virtue? May you
not learn, if you pleafe, with whom the
perfon in queftion aflociates? Or, is g
man’s choice of company nothing ! If you
are not refolved to be blind, you may fure-
ly difcover whether fuch a perfon begins
by little and little to take off the vizard,
and appear what he is, by loofe fentiments,
indecent advances, an ambiguous ftyle, an
alarming affurance, ¢ foolith talking and
“ jefting, which is not convenient.”’—I biuth
for numbers of your fex, who not only ex-
prefs no difpleafure at thefe things, but by a
loud laugh, or childith titter, or foolifth fim-
per, or fome other indication of a light
mind, fhew real fatisfaction, perhaps high
complaifance.

Another thing no lefs abominable, I can-
not forbear to mention. How common is it
to fee young ladies, who pafs for women of
reputation, admitting into their company in
public places, and that with vifible' tokens
of civility and pleafure, men whom the mo-
ment before they faw herding with creatures
of infamous name?—Gracious God! what

a defiance
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a defiance to the laws of piety, prudence,
character, decorum! What an infult in ef.
fet, to every man and woman of virtue in
the world! What a palpable encouragement
to vice and dithonour! What a defperate
pulling down, in appearance, and with their
own hands, of the only partition that divides
them from the moft profligate of their fex!
Between the bold and the abandoned woman
there may {till remain, notwit‘uﬁanding fuch
behaviour, a diftinétion in the world’s eye;
but we fcruple not to declare, that religion,
purity, delicacy make none.

To return from this digreffion, if it be
one, we will allow it poflible to put cafes
wherein no particular rules of diicovery, no
determinate modes of judgment, will enable
a young woman, by her own unaffifted fkill,
to difcern the dangers that lie in her way.
But, can a young woman be juftly excufed,
or can the fairly excufe herfelf, if, where all
is at ftake, the calls not in the joint aid of
wife Sufpicion, friendly Counfel, and grave
Experience, together with prayers for God’s
protettion more than ordinarily fervent !

But, methinks, I hear fome of you afk,
with an air of earnet: curicity, Do net re-
formed rakes then mauke tie beft hufba:

Yor T G g
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Iam forry for the queftion, I am dnubly
forry, whenever it is ftarted by a virtuous
woman. 1 will not wound the ear of mo-
defty by drawing minutely the charaéer of
a rake ; but, give xe leave to anfwer your
enquiry, by aﬂhmrr a queftion or two in my
own turn. In the firft place, we will {up-
pofe a man of this charaéter really reformed,
{o far as to treat the woman he marries with
every mark of tenderne;s, efteem, fidelity;
and that he gives up for ever his old
companions, at leaft as to any chofen inti-
macy, or pref-rcnce of their company to
hers. We- grant it poffitle: We rejoice
when it happens. It is certainly the beft
atonement that can be made for his former
conduct. But now let me afk you, or ra-
ther let me defire you to afk your own
hearts, without any regald to the opinions
of the world, Which is moft defirable on the
{core of ient.mevt on the {core of that re-
{peé which you owe to yourfclve;, to your
friends, to your fex, to order, reétitude, and
honour, the pure unexhaufted affeétion of
a man who has not by intemperance a and de-
bauchery corrupted his principles, nnpan'ed
his conftitution, enflaved himfelf to appetite

fubmitted to ﬂ‘are with the vileft and mcan;
elt
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eft of mankind, the mercenary embraces of
harlots, contributed to embolden guilt, to
harden vice, to render the retreat from a life
of fcaudal and mifery more hopelefs; who
never laid fnares for beauty, never betray-
ed the innocent that trufted him, never a-
bandoned any fond creature to want and de-
fpair, never hurt the reputation of a woman,
neyer difturbed the peace of families, or de-

ed the laws of his country, or fet at nought
the prohibition of his God ;—which, I fay,
is moft delirable, the affe@ation of fuch a
man, or that of him who has probably done
all this, who has certainly done a great part
of it, and who has nothing now to offer you,
but the fhattered remains of his health, and
of his heart? How any of you may feel on
this fubject, 1 cannot fay. But if, judging
as 2 man, | believed, what I had often heard,
that the generality of women would prefer
the latter, T know not any thing that could

fink them fo low in my efteem.

That he who has been formerly a rake
may after all prove a very tolerable huf-
band, as the world goes, I have faid already
that I do not difpute. But, I would alk,
in the nest place, is this commonly to be ex-

‘pedted? Is there no danger that fuch a man

G 2 will
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will be tempted by the power of long habit
to return to his old ways; or that the in.
{atiable love of variety, which he has in-
dulped fo freely, will fome time or other
lead him aftray from the fineft woman in the
world? Will not the very idea of a reftraint,
which he could never brook while fingle,
make him only the more impatient of it
when married? Will he have a better opi-
nion of his wife’s virtue, that he has con-
verfed chiefly with women who had none,
and with men amongft whom it was a fa-
vourite fyftem, that the fex were all alike?
—But it is a painful topic. Let the women
who are fo connefted make the beft of their
condition ; and let us go on to fomething
elfe. If you, my honoured hearers, would
preferve your fobriety, I would warn you,

In the fecond place, againit a DISSIPATED
LIFE ; into which many, who I verily be-
lieve have no ill intentions, are unhappily
drawn by one engagement or another.
Youth, fprightlinefs, the love of fociety, the
love of {hining (the laft particularly ftrong
in minds where imagination predominates)
joined with a tafte for ‘amufement, which
the circumfcribed fituation of the fex ferves
perhaps only to increale—all thefe put to-
gether
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ether lead them very readily into fuch 2
track ; moft efpecially if their education has
lain in that line, or if their connexions, whe-
ther natural or accidental, have concurred
to ftrengthen the bias. But, how innocent
foever it may be in the firft inftance, who
does not know, that in its after confequences
it is often to the laft degree hurtful ?

Does it not manifeftly breed an impa-
tience of home, and fuch a propenfity to
fhew, as, rather than not be gratified, {hall
baulk the moft important duties, and court
the moft improper company? Does it not
tend diretly to expence and profufion?
Does it not unavoidably cherifh the paflion
for idlenefs and fauntering, fo inconfiftent
with every thing folid, ufeful; and impro-
ving? Not to fpeak now of the prejudice
done by it to the health and conftitution, is
fuch a temper and fuch a condué agreeable
to the great rules of moderation ! ‘Will that
mind be acquainted with wifdom, which is
averfe to thought? Will Self-government
be her ftudy, who flies from Self-infpeétion?
Can religion or virtue hope to make any
lafting impreflion on a fpirit, that by per-
petual agitation is wrought up into mere
iroth?  'What imaginable folly 1s there that

G3 may
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may not find its way into a heart, like the
garden of the luggard, thrown open to every
incurfion? If your mornings are fpent in
rambling and drefling, your evenings in vi-
fits and cards, or public entertainmen ts:3%iL
this is the g;e.lcml tenor of your tranfactions,
on which fide, I befecch yon, can the ba-
lance be expeéted to lic at the bottom of the
account?

But that perhaps is not yonr care,

“ What have the youngand the gay to do,
“but to divert themfelves?” Indu“d !
Were you fent then into the world for no
other purpofe? Do you defign to apply to
nothing ferious? “ Yes, ccrtnnly, Lien we
¢ are fettled, and have fan‘mes.” But may,
tell me—to a& your parts properly then.
Is there no preparation necefiary now? Is
rovmg about continually, the way to grow
either fond of domeftic employments, or fit
you for them? Will negletting the lefler af-
fairs committed to you at prefent, difpofe or
qualify you for a larger fphere of alivity
hereafter ?

But have we not often fcen young women
that were thoughtlefs and: profufe, turn out
very prudent and economical wives? We
have; and what then? Would you build a
{yltem
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{vftem of ation on events fo precarious and
unlikely ? Becaufe by the force of genius,
or felicity of circumftances, boys who were
good for little or nothing at {chool, have not
unfrequently, in procefs of time, thot up in-
to men of ability or {pirit, would you from
thence infer, that youths may fafely trifle
away their early years?

But is it certain, after all, that you are to
change your ftate, as well as your charalier?
Will the train of life we are confidering re-
commend you much to young men? I have
tilked with many of them on this {ubject.
Shall I tell you their opinions ? Some 1 find,
would like ‘a {prightly compaiion in mar-
riage, but none a diflipated one; and all of
them to a man, dread 2 woman of expeuce.
I fay not, that it is right in this cafe to count
the coft too nicelyy but men that are not
very violent lovers, or very great fools, will
not overlook, it. Our fex, of late years,
have by many been thought more backward
than formerly to enter into the holy bands
of wedlock ; and what I hint at has been
affigned as a principal caufe.

It is too common indeed to hear thofe
who have been addi®ted to vagrant plea-
fures, and vain profufion, plead the {mall-

Gg nefs
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nefs of their fortunes as an excufe for not
marrying; when if they did marry women
of {obriety and difcretion, it is perhaps de-
monftrable that they would live cheaper.
“ But what,” fay they, «if hoping tc find
“a help-mate, we thould wed our ruin?” I
anfwer them, Choofe the better. Shall I
give you their reply? « The ladies of the
“ prefent age are fo immoderately expen-
« five, that”—You may guefs the reft.

But it is not fuch men alone that {peak
this language. There are thofe of a differ-
ent charaler, not a few, who ftrongly at-
tached to the worthier part of the fex, with
for nothing fo much as an honourable con-
netion with them, but are reftrained by
the very confideration in queftion. We
would willingly convince them, that they
carry it too far. They appeal to fals, and
perfift in the argument. We are weary of
the difpute. It is inconceivable what fri-
volous articles of parade are infifted on by
fome women, of whom better things might
be expetted. But rivallhip in fhew is the
ruling paflion of the times; and how much
it is nourifhed by diffipation !

I cannot leave this point without obfer-
ving, that one of the wortt coufequences at-
tending
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tending fuch a courfe is, its throwing many
young ladies into the company of women,
who, with the general reputation of virtue,
or under the particular fhelter of matri-
mony, are often the very quinteffence of
vice; a fet of fmooth pernicious tempters,
like Satan to Eve, winding themielves by
flattery into the hearts of thofe her heedlefs
daughters, defcanting on their beauty, per-
feftions, profpe&s, and I know not what;
firft exciting, and then gratifying their
youthful curiofity, with fuch fuggeftions,
and {uch tales as {et their fancies all on fire;
by which any little ftruéture of modetty,
that Nature and education may have raifed,
is confumed in an inftant. Which contri-
bute moft to their fall from innocence, thofe
the-ferpents, or the male ones mentioned be-
fore, I will not determine: but remember I
have warned you againft both.

Permit me farther, on this occafion, juft
to remind you of poor Dinah. Secure as
you may thihk yourfelves, none of you, I
fuppole, have been trained more virtuouily
thaa it is poflible the was under the eye of 2
pious father. But, alas! the {pirit of wan-
dering feized her. ¢ She went forth to fee
“ the daughters of the land.” She met

G with
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with a betrayer, and loft her honour.—But
I proceed,

In the third place, to caution you againft
that fatal poifon to virtue, which is convey-
ed by PROFLIGATE and IMPROPER BOOXS.

When entertainment is made the vehicle
of inftruétion, nothing furely can be more
harmlefs, agreeable, or ufeful. To prohibit
young minds the perufal of any, writings,
where Wifdom addrefics the affeStions in

he langnage of the imagination, may be

fometimes well-meant, but muil be always
injudicious. Some fuch writings undoubt-
edly there are; the offspring of real genius,
enlightened by knowledge of the world,
and prompted, it is to be hoped, by zeal for
the improvement of youth.

Happy indeed beyond the vulgar ftory-
telling tribe, and highly to be praifed is he,
who, to fine fenfibilities and a lively fancy,
fuper-adding clear and comprehenfive views
of men and manners, writes to the hear
with fimplicity and chaflenefs, through a fe-
ries of adventures well conduéted, and rela-
ting chiefly to fcenes in ordinary life; where
the folid joys of Virtue, and her {acred for~
rows, are ftrongly contrafled with the hol-
lownefs and the horrors of Vice ; where, by
Little
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little unexpeted, yet natural incidents of
the tender and domeftic kind, fo peculiarly
fitted toitouch the foul, the moft important
leflons are imprefled, and the moft generous
fentiments ~awakened ; where, to fay no
more, diftrefs, occafioned often by indifere-
tions, confiftent with m"my chrces of worth,
yet clouding it for the time, is worked up
into a ﬁorm, fuch as to call forth the prm-
uples of fortitude and wifdom, confirming
and brlg]ncnmrr them by that exertion ; txll :
at length the burfting tempeil is totally, or
in a great meafure dllpehcd fo that the hi-
therto iu\p:fxded and agitated reader is ei-
ther relieved entirely, and delighted even to
tra.':fp;)rt or has left upon his mind, at the
conclufion, a mixture of virtuous fadnefs,
which ferves to faften the moral deeper,
and to produce 2n unufual fobriety in all his
paffions. :
Amongft the few works of this kind
which I have feen, I caanot but logk on
thoie of Mr Richardfon as well entitled to
the firft rank: An -author of whom aa in-
difputable judge has with equal truth and
cau';:y pronounced, ¢ that he taught the
« paflions to move at the command “of rea-
“ fon;” I will venture to add,—an author,
Go te

Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt
-13641/fragment/page=0123




120 SERMONS TO Ser IV,

to whom your fex are under fingular obli-
gations for his uncommon attention to their
beft interefts ; but particularly for prefent-
ing, in a chara@®er fuftained throughout
with inexpreflible pathos and delicacy, the
moft exalted fandard of female excellence
that was ever held up to their imitation. I
would be underftood to except that part of
Clariffa’s condué, which the author meant
to exhibit as exceptionable. Setting this
afide, we find in her chara@er a beauty, 2
fweetnefs, an artleffnefs what thall T fay
more—a fanflity of fentiment and manner,
which, I own, for my part, I have never
feen equalled in any book of that fort 5 yet
fuch, at the fame time, as appears no way
impraticable for any woman who is ani-
bitious of excelling. :

Befides the beautiful produéions of thet
incomparable pen, there feem to me to be
very few, in the ftyle of Novel, that you
can read with fafety, and yet fewer that yoa
can read with advantage. What thali we
fay of certain bogks, which we are affured
{for we have not read them) are in their na-
ture {o thameful, in their tendency fo pefti-
ferous, and which contain fuch rank treafon
againft the royalty of Virtue, fuch horrible
; violation
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violation of all decorum, that the who can
pear to perufe them muft in her foul be a
proftitute, let her reputation in life be what
it will. But, can it be true—{ay, ye chafte
ftars ! that with innumerable eyes infpeét
the midnight behaviour of mortals can
it be true, that any young woman, pretend-
ing decency, thould endure for a moment to
look on this infernal brood of futility and
lewdnefs ?

Nor do we condemn thofe writings only,
that, with an effrontery which defies the
laws of God and men, carry on their very
forehead the mark of the beaft. We con-
fider the general run of novels as utterly
unfit for you. Inftruétion they convey
none : They paint fcenes of pleafure and pai~
fion altogether improper for you to behold,
even with the Mind’s eye: Their deferip-
tions are often loofe and lufcious in a high
degree : their reprefentaiions of love be-
tween the fexes are almoft univerfally over-
ftrained : All is dotage, or defpairs; or elfe
ranting fwelled into burlefque. In thort,
the majority of their lovers are either mere
lunatics, or mock-heroes. A fweet fenfibi-
lity, a charming tendernefs, a delightful an-
guilh, exalted generofity, heroic worth, and

refine-
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refinement of thought; how feldom are thefe
beft ingredients of virtuous love mixed with
any judgment or care in the compofition of
their principal chara@ers !

In the old Romance the paffion appeared
vith all its enthufiafm of honour ; for love
and honour were there the fame. The men
were fincere, magnanimous, and noble : The
women were patterns of chaflity, dignity,
and affeltion ; they were only to be won by
real heroes; and this title was founded in
prote@ing, mnot in betraying, the fex, The
proper merit with them confifted in the dif-
play of difinterefted goodnefs, undaunted for-
titude, and unalterable fidelity. The turs
of thofe books was influenced by the ge-
nius of the times in which they were com-
pofed; as that, on the other hand, was
rourifhed by them. The charaders they
drew were, no doubt, often heightened be-
yond nature ; and the incidents they related,
it 1s certain, were commonly blesded with
the moft ridiculous extravagance. At pre-
fent, however, I believe they may be read
with perfe@ fafety, if indeed there are any
whio choole to look into them.,

The times in which we live are in no dan-
ger of adopting a fyfiem of romantic virtue.
The
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The parents of the prefent generation, what
with felling their fons and daughters in mar-
riage, and what with teaching them by eve-
ry poflible means the glorious principle of
Avarice, have contrived pretty effettually
to bring down from its former flights, that
idle, youthful, unprofitable paffion, which
has for its objeft perfonal attradtions, in pre-
ference to all the wealth of the world.
With the fuccefsful endeavours of thofe pro-
foundly politic parents, the levity of diflipa-
tion, the vanity of parade, and the fury of
gaming, now fo prevalent, have concurred to
cure completely, in the fafhionable of both

fexes, any tendency to mutual fondnefs.
What has a modith young gentleman to
do with thofe antiquated notions of gallan-
try, that were conmected with a veneration
for female excellence, invincible honour, and
unfpotted fame? Is it not*®lough for him,
if he intends to ftrike the mairimonial bar-
gain, that by himf{elf, or an old cunning fa-
ther, he can drive a good one, to get poflef-
fion of fome woman, whofe fortune joined to
his own; if any he h1s, fhallenable him to glit-
ter in public, and in private to gratify other
favourite inclinations more freely? ~ Pro-
vided thefe graud points are gained in the
perfon
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perfon he thus traffics for to be the partner
of his life, what fignifies her appearance, her
underftanding, or her charaéter? And thofe
FINE LADIES, who feek conqueft only for
fhew, too well inftruéted in the fuperior con-
fequence of that to put any value on fo fim-
ple a thing as a heart, merely for its own
fake ; what elfe have they to mind but fe-
curing, by whatever arts, fuch fettlements
as {hall place them, when married, on 2 level
with their companions, or if poflible above
them, in all the important articles of gaiety
and fplendor? As to men’s hazarding any
thing in the defence of girls who may take
it into their heads to think of reputation,
delicacy, fentiment, and other fuch exploded
ideas ; what can be fo foolith ? although to
hazard their lives in a drunken quarrel for
a proftitute might perhaps be brave!
That in o/ fblite an age the elevation
of love, the {anftity of truth, and the ma-
jefty of virtue, thould pafs for knight-er-
rantry, cannot be furprifing ; nor is it any
wonder, that the very beit things, in the
productions laft mentioned, fhould be no
way interefting to a modern reader, whofe
tafte and manners are formed on ftandards
far different. Seme however may not be
dif-
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difpleafed to hear the opinion of no lefs a
judge than Milton concerning them, It
feems they were one of his early ftudies,
and that on a moral account. As his words
to this purpofe are remarkable, and not
much known, I fhall take the liberty to
quote part of them. I betook me among
¢ thofe lofty fables and romances, which re-
« count, in folemn cantos, the deeds of
« knighthood founded by our viétorious
“kings, and from hence had in renown over
¢« a]] Chriftendom. There I read it in the
« oath of every knight, that he fhould de-
«fend to the expence of his blood, or of
« his life, if it fo befell him, the honour and
¢ chaftity of wvirgin or matron. From
<« whence even then I learnt what a noble
« virtue chaftity fure muft be, to the de-
« fence of which fo many worthies, by fuch
“ga dear advantage of themfelves, had
“ fworn. And if I found in the ftory af-
“ terwards any of them, by word or deed,
“breaking that oath, I judged it the fame
“ fault of the poet, as that which is attri-
“ huted to Homer, to have written inde-
“cent things of the gods. Ounly this
“my mind gave me, that every free and
* gentle fpirit, without that oath, ought to

“« be
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“ be born a knight, nor needed to exped
¢ the gilt fpur, or the laying of a fword up-
“on his fhoulder, to {lir him up, both by
“his counfel and his arm, to fecure and
“ protect the weaknefs of any attempted
“ chaftity.”

To come back to the fpecies of writing
which fo many young women are apt to dote
upon, the offspring of our prefent novelifts,
I mean the greater part; with whom we
may join the common herd of play-writers,
Befides the remarks already made on the
farmer, is it not manifeft, with refpeét to
both, that fuch books lead to a falfe tafte of
life and happinefs ? that they reprefent vices
as frailties, and frailties as virtues? that
they engender notions of love unfpeakably
perverting and inflammatory ? that they
overlook, in a great meafure, the fineft part
of the paflion, which one would fufpe& the
authors had never experienced ? that they
turn it moft commonly into an affair of
wicked or frivolous gallantry ? that, on ma-
ny occafions, they take off from the worft
crimes committed in the profecution of it,
the horror which ought ever to follow
them? on fome occafions altually reward
thofe very crimes, and almoft on all leave

the

]




Ser. IV Youne WoMEN. 127
the female reader with this perfuafion at
beft, that it is their bufinefs to get hulbands
at any rate, and by whatever means? Add
to the account, that repentance for the foul-
eft injuries which can be doue the fex, is
generally reprefented as the pang, or ra-
ther the flart of 2 moment ; and holy wed-
lock converted into a fponge, to wipe out at
a fingle ftroke every fiain of guilt and dif-
honour, which it was poffible for the hero
of the piece to contrafi.—Is this 2 kind of
reading calculated to improve the principles
or preferve the fobriéty of female minds?
How much are thofe young women to be
pitied, that have no wife parents or faithful
tutors to dire® them in relation to the books
which are, or which are not, fit for them'to
read ! How much are thofe pareats and tu-
tors to be commended, who with particular
folicitnde watch over them in fo important
a concern !

I conclude with faying, that the fubject
of this difcourfe has unavoidably fuggeited
fome ideas, which had we not undertaken
to addrefs young women at large, we fhonld
have certainty fupprefled for the fake of
more modeft natures, whom we would not
willingly pain, no not for a moment. But

fuch,
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fuch, we hope, will be candid enough to ex-
cufé us, if by throwing out to others what
to them would have been uzmcccffary, we
may be happily inftrumental in refcning,
were it but one of their fex from the {lave.
ry of Vice, or defending 2 fingle innocent
from its fnares.

128 SERMONS TO Ser. IV, ‘
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SERMON V.

On Female Virtue, Friendfhip,
and Converfation.

1 Tim. ii. 8, 9.

I qvill-—---that avomen adorn themfelves with Sobricty.

Col. iv. 6. \

Let your Speech be always with Grace, feafoned awith
Salt.

SHE, my fifters, that would keep her gar-
ments clean, muft be careful to avoid what-
ever might defile them. This is true in a
moral no lefs than in a natural fenfe. But
as there are parts of your apparel, which,
without having received any fouler ftain,
do yet require frequent walhing; in like
manner, fuppofing you ever fo cautious to
“ efcape the pollutions of the world,” there
is yet an actual purification requifite to pre-

ferve the whitenefs and luftre of your minds
and
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and manners, or that CHRISTIAN SOBRIETY
enjoine:’; by our apoftle. In other words,
there is a pofitive difeipline to be pradtifed,
as well as the negative part aiready ex-
plained.

Be not alarmed at the name of Disc.
PLINE. In what we are going to propofe,
you will find nothing forbidding or harth.
We do not, you may believe, with to fee
you cut ofi” from the fiiendly intercourfe
and innocent delights of fociety, confined in
convents, as millions of your fex moft un-
naturally are in Popith countries, and there
condemned to the idle, yet fatiguing tafk of
a devotion unreafonable in many refpeds,
nninterefting in moft, feeble for want of
temptation, vifionary and dry at the fame
time. The genuine intention of Piety, was
certainly to make its difciples amiable, ufe-
ful, and happy ; to give folidity to every
virtue, and grace to every relation of hu-
man life. Is it poflible to refleft on the pro-
digious multitudes of women fhut up in
thole dens of fuperftition, without feeling
horror at religion, which, under the guife of
fuperior fanity, facrifices to hopelefs Soli-
tude, frequently in all the flower of youth
and beauty, fuch {warms of helplefs béings ;
who,
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who, had they remained in the world, might
have been the ornament of their own fex,
the delight of -ours, the mothers of 2 nu-
merous race, and bleffings to every country
where they dw ell ?

Of the colours with which this cruel prac-
tice is difguifed by the Church of Rome, we
are not ignorant : and we can even conceive,
that the prcv)oﬁ ffions of art, and the foften-
ings of habit, théir commerce with one an-
other, their employments in their prifon,
and oﬂeu, T doubt not, the ardour of a well-
meaning, though much miftaken zeal ; that
all thefe have the power to reconcile many
of them to a ftate, otherwife gloomy be-
yond expreflion. But what (hall be {aid for
the fituation of the reft? and what can
juftify the flagrant oppofition of fuch a fy-
ftem to the chrcd laws of focial duty and
the truly benevolent, ]o"ful and adive fpi-
rit of the religion of Jefus, as taught and
exemplified by himfelf and his apofties.

But to proceed in our plan. From dan-
gerous colme&tons, from a diffipated life,
and from books of a corrupting tendency,
we attempted to put you upon your guard
in our laft difcourfe. In the prefent we wilt
endewvour to point out that Society or Con-
verfation,
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verfation, and in fome following ones, thofe
Talents or Accomplithments, which will
contribute at once to fortify you againft
fuch fnares, if they fhould fall in your way ;
to fubdue any propenfities that might ex-
pofe you too rafhly to their influence ; to
ftrengthen all your virtuous refolves ; and
to fupply inexhaufted fources of folid, ra-
tional, and refined entertainment.

As to the converfation which you ought
with thefe views to cultivate, it may be
proper,

Firft of &ll, to fay fomewhat on thofe
Early Friendthips with one another, that
ufually lead you to the moft intimate com-
munications. I take it for granted, there is
no young woman who has not, or withes
not to have, a companion of her own fex,
to whom fhe may unbofom herfelf on every
occafion. That there are women capable of
friendihip with women, I cannot, for my
part, queftion in the Jeaft. T have feen 'in-
dubitable inftances of it, and thofe carried
as far as feemed compatible with the imper-
fections of our common nature. I know it
is queftioned by many men; while others

-~ believe that it happens exceedingly feldom.

Between married and unmarried women, I
3 hope
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hope it happens very often. Whether it
does {o between thofe that are fingle, I con-
fefs I am a little doubtful. The preacher
will probably be charged with partiality to
his own fex, when he adds, that, fo far as
he has been able to obferve, young men have
appeared more frequently fufceptible of a
generous and fteady friendthip for each
other, than females as yet unconne&ed ; e-
fpecially if the latter have had, or been fup-
pofed to have, pretenfions to beauty not yet
adjufted by the public voice.

As he has profefled himfelf, what (when-
ever truth will let him) he really is, an ad-
vocate for the fex, and as this is the feature
in their chara&er which feems to him the
moft unfavourable, he is willing to find out
whether in their frame and condition, com-
pared with thofe of the men, there are any
circumftances which may help towards gn
apology ; and, he argues, in this manner.
The ftate of matrimony is neceflary to the
{upport, order, and comfort of fociety. But,
it is a flate that fubjefs the women to a
great variety of folicitude and pain. No-
thing could carry them through it with any
tolerable fatisfaction®or fpirit, but very
firong and almoft unconquerable attach-

Vol. L. el ments.
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ments. To produce thefe, is it not fit they
fhould be peculiarly fenfible to the attention
and regards of the men? Upon the fame
ground, does it not feem agreeable to the
purpofes of Providence, that the fecurin
this attention, and thofe regards, fhould be
a principal aim ? But can fuch an aim he
purfued without frequent competition?
And will not that too readily occafion jea-
loufy, envy, and all the unamiable effeéis of
mutnal rivalfhip? I mean without the re-
firatnts of fuperior worth and fentiment,
Jut can thefe be ordinarily expeéted from
the prevailing turn of female education, or
from the little pains that women, as well as
other human,‘aeings, conm’mnly take to con-
troul themizlves, and to a& nobly ? In this
Inft refpedt, the fexes appear pretty much
on the fame footing : in others, it is mani-
feft, that the nature and fitnation of the
men are very different. Their conititntion
of mind, no lefs than of body, is for the
moft part hardy and rough. By means of
both, by the demands of life, and by the
impulfe of pafiion, they are engaged in a
vaft diverfity of purfuits, from which your
{ex are precluded by decorum, by foftnefs,
and by fear. This diverfity of daily pur-
{uits,
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fnits, joined with the multiplicity of female
objects, that freer modes of living prefent
to their imagination, and the power they
have of unlimited choice whenever they are
difpofed to make it (a power which Nature
probably, and Cuftom certainly, have de-
nied to the others); all this put together
muft, in the cafe of our fex, be produttive
of very different effels.

Do I mean by this reafoning to juftify in
yours the indulgence of thofe little, and, I
muft needs fay, in many inftances, bafe paf-
fions towards one another, with which they
have been fo generally charged? God for-
bid! I only mean to reprefent fuch paflicns
in the firft approach, and while not enter-
tained, as lefs criminal than the men are apt
to ftate them, and to prove, that in their at-
tachments to each other, the latter have not
always that merit above the poor women,
which they are apt to claim. In the mean
time, it will be your bufinefs, by emulating
them where they appear good-natured and
difinterefted, to difprove their imputation,
and to fhew a temper open to fricndfhip,
as well as to love.

To talk much of the latter, is natural fof
both; to talk much of the former, is con-

H2 fidered
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fidered as one way of doing themfelves ho.
nour. Friendfhip, they well know, is that
dignified form, which in fpeculation at leaft
every heart muft refpe@. But in friend-
fhip, as in religion, which on many accounts
it refembles, {peculation is often fubftituted
in the place of pra&tice. People fancy them-
felves poffefled of the thing, and hope that
others will fancy fo too, becaufe they are
fond of the name, and have learned to talk
about it with plaufibility. Such talk in-
deed impofes, till experience gives it the lie.
To fay the truth, there {feems in either
fex but little of what would be reckoned
friendfhip by a fond imagination, unac-
quainted with the falfehood of the world,
and warmed by affections which its felfith-
nefs has not yet chilled. In theory the
ftandard is raifed too high; yet methinks,
I would not have you fet it much lower.
I would not, by any means, have the honeft
{enfibilities of ingenuous Nature checked
by the over cautious documents of political
Prudence. No advantage, obtained by fuch
frigidity, can compenfate the want of thofe
warm effufions of the heart into the bofom of
a friend, which are umloubtedly among the
moft exquifite pleafures; at-the fame time,
it
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it muft be owned, they frequently, by the
inevitable lot of humanity, make way for
the bittereft pains which the breaft can ex-
perience. Happy, beyond the common con-~
dition of her fex, is fhe, who has found a
Friend indeed : open hearted, yet difcreet;
generally fervent, yet fteady; thoroughly
virtuous, but not fevere; wife and cheerful
st the fame time! Can fuch a friend be
loved too much, or cherifhed too tenderly?
If to excellence, as well as happinefs, there
be any other way more compendious thsn
another, next to friendfhip with the great
Almighty, it is this.

But when a mixture of minds {o beavti-
ful and fo blefled takes place, it is general-
ly, or rather always, the refult of carly
prepoffeffion, cafual intercourfe, fecret fym-
pathy, inexplicable attralion ; or, in fhort,
a combination of fuch caufes as are nct to
be brought together by management or de-
fign. This noble plant may be cultivated;
but it muft grow {pontaneoufly. I can ouly,
therefore, with to each of you, my fair hear-
ers; the felicity of finding fuch a friend: and,
having found her, the wif{dom to ufe her well.

For the more general commerce of fecial
life, a few advices may not be improper.

ot That,
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That, like the ordinary duties of religion,
may be direted with tolerable advantage
by human precepts. The harmonies of holy
friendfhip, like the fublimer contemplations
of the Divinity, muft depend more imme.
diately on that hand, which can alone attune
the finer movements, and exalt the beft con-
ceptions of the foul. Let us go on then,

In the fecond place, to what we may term
the COMMQN TENOR OF YOUR COMPANY;
which, for the fake of our fubjed, we muft
fuppofe left in fome meafure to your own
choice. ~That it ought to be fuch as {hall
not corrupt your good manner, is a prin-
ciple already eftablithed. It will be like-
wife underftood, that in the fociety you
choofe to frequent, you will feek for that
ftyle of virtue which is moft adapted to the
turn’ of your own minds. But this laft pro-
penfity thould not, I apprehend, be indulged
too far. I will explain myfelf.

The more intimate reciprocations of a
clofe. friendfhip are now, as you know, out
of the queftion. That, at your time of life,
vou thould be fond of fprightly converfa-
tion, where all is enlivened nnd joyful, and
where Wifdom, when allowed to enter,
wears her gayeft garb, is extremely natu-
ral.
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ral. To advife you againtt it were as weak,
as it would be unfriendly. This {pright-
linefs, when fupported by fenfe, and chaiten-
ed by decency, has always, I freely acknow-
ledge; appeared to me particularly pleafing.
Dulnefs ‘and infipidity are dead weights on
every kind of focial intercourfe; nor will
1 conceal it from you, that I wifh, as much
as any of you can do, to make my efcape
from them on all occafions. But, tell me,
my lively friends! when the heart over-
flows with gaiety, is there no danger of its
burfting the proper bounds? Is not extreme
Vivacity a near borderer on Folly? To pre-
vent its breaking loofe and throwing itfelf
into very ferious inconveniences, into a very
hurtful condu@, will furely require the
check of Self-command. Buthow is that
to be attained? By aflociating only with
the fanciful, the wvivacious, or the witty?
Is hazard to be fhunned by rufbing into the
field of battle? Or, to reprefent things at

.the beft, is familiarity with Wifdom to be

contrated moft readily, where Wifdom ap-
pears moft feldom? Would you form habits
of {obriety, a fpirit of fedatenefs no way in-
confiftent with innocent mirth, you muft
frequently refort to the company of the fo-

ber
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ber and the fedate. But will not thefe he
found chiefly among fuch as are farther ad,
vanced in years than yourfelves? Should
you not be ambitious of profiting by their
experience and knowledge? And will not
a rcf veét for fuperior age, when poflefled of
fupcrior difcretion, often prove a feafonable
reftraint on the wildnefs of more youthful
fallies? “ He that walketh with wife men
< fhall be wife,” faid the wifeft of mortals,
Is not the maxim equally applicable to wo-
men ?

Will you give me leave on this occafion,
to mention what is fo much to the honour
of our fex, that all the moft fenfible and
worthy of yours have ever profeffed a par-
ticular relith for the converfation of men of
fenfe and worth? Such men, I prefume, are
attached to the focicty of fuch women be-
yond every thing elfe in the world. And
when circumftances favour, this mutual ten-
dency cannot fail to be a rich fource of mu-
tual improvement. Was not {uch recipro-
cal aid a great part of Nature’s intention
in that mcntal and moral difference of fex, |
which fhe has marked by charadters no lefs
diftinguithable than thofe that diverfify
their outward forms ?

'I‘O




Ser V.

To adopt the language of an amiable wri-
ter, who has ftudied the human heart with
fuccefs: ¢ We believe that it is proper for
“ perfons of the fame age, of the {fame fex,
« of fimilar difpofitions and purfuits, to af-
“ fociate together. But here we feem to be
“deceived by words. If we confult nature
“ and common fenfe, we thall find, that the
“ true propriety and harmony of focial life
« depends upon the conneétion of people of
“ different difpofitions and charaters judi-
“ cioufly blended together. Nature hath
“made no individual, nor no clafs of people
“independent of the reft of their fpecies,
“ or fufficient for their own happinefs. Each
“fex, each charafter, each period of life,
“have their feveral advantages and difad-
“ vantages ; and that union is the happieft
“and moft proper, where wants are mu-
“tually fupplied. The fair fex fhould na-
“rrally expe& to gain from our converfa-
“tion, knowledge, wifdom, fedatenefs, and
“they fhould give us in exchange, huma-
“nity, politenefs, cheerfulnefs, tafte, and
“fentiment.” He adds, “ the levity, the
“ rafhnefs, and folly of carly life, are tem-
“pered with the gravity, the caution, and
“the wifdom of age; while the timidity,
¢ coldnefs

Younc WoMEN. 141
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{ ¢ coldnefs of heart, and langour incident to I
“ declining years, are fupported and aflifted v
“ by the courage, the warmth, and the vi. C

¢ vacity of youth.” I

The converfation of people older than |

yourfelves will be often accompanied with e

lefs joy at the moment; but afterwards it k

I will make abundant componfqtlon. It will | §
i produce more recolleftion : and, be aflured, a
| my fifters, thofe are the tlueﬂ },lefliuus \
which are talted by a mind compofed and | 2

ferious. In that fituation, every mmg is tl

felt more ftrongly. A diflipated {pirit is too | e
fuperficial to be capable of deep or perma- |
nent delight: Beﬁdes, as it has been already v
hinted, the experience and maturity of more

It years w1ll enlarge your underftandings, at a
i the fame time that they will reprefs your | f
vanity and prefumption; while the {por- a

tivenefs peculiar to youth will, on your part, g

j enliven the ferioufnefs of age. And if thofe d

J whom you thus 1pre&fully cultivate, have | d
any good nature, they will certaml) treat v

! you with conddcnnﬁou and forbearance. I a
{f faid good nature; for whatever excludes f:
i that, 1s fure to lofe all the influence, as well i
it as praife, of wifdom. ¢

On this priaciple, I would parncuhrly d
recom-
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recommend to you the company of thofe,
whofe piety is of the moft cheerful and moft
charitable ftrain. They are ftrangers to hu-
man nature, who would affright the young
by the frown of aufterity. True religion
ever was, and ever will be, of the friendly
kind. It is not zeal, but bigotry, that re-
fufes to make allowance for juvenal {pirits
and gayer tempers. Could the old be con-
vinced by us, there is nothing we fhould be
at greater pains to imprefs upon them than
this. That cheerfulnefs is the moft natural
effect of real goodnefs, it is alfo its moit
powerful recommendation. Wifdom is ne-
ver {o attractive as when fhe fmiles.

But do not, my dear hearers, conceive
any unfavourable opinion of that venerable
form, if, in t»2 virtue of your mothers and
aunts, you fhould happen to find a defe of
good humour. Confider the confequence of
declining health, difagrecable accidents, the
death of their beft friends, frequent ina&i-
vity and depreflion after a life of action
and enjoyment. If you can look forward {o
far as a few years at moft, it will be right
for you to think what you may probably
feel at their age. And, pray remember,
that if you require and expeét allowances to

be
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be made for ftarts of ill-humour in your.
felves, at a feafon when all thould be naty.
rally foft and gentle, it is but fair, at leaft,
that you thould excufe the fame in thoie
who, not to infift now on their other claimg,
are objelts of tender fympathy, as being in.
vaded by langour, infirmity, and afli¢tion.
I cannot, however, omit to caution them
againft giving way too eafily to the peevith.
nefs, which is apt to grow upon them from
thefe circumftances; and to remind them,
that in fuch as have furvived the lively tafte
of delight themfelves, there is nothing fo
noble or pleafing, as not to difcourage others
who ftill retain it. But on the contrary, to
thew a generous fatisfaction in fecing and
making young people happy. Ah, my re-
{pected friends! why would »>u forfeit the
higheft honour of an excellent temper?
Why would you ever render your company
forbidding, or affift in the ravage which Na-
ture is unavoidably making on your young
attractions? Why rob Rehglon of that en-
gaging appeéarance, which is not only her
native appearance, but fo peculiarly necefs
fary to promote her intereft with unexpe-
rienced minds, in oppofition to the wiles of
her laug‘lmg anmgomﬁ’ You will hardly
believe,
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believe, how much harm is done by this
means to the beft of caufes.

The world will judge of piety by its pro-
feflors. The proceeding is often unfair
becaufe they are often unlike that which
they profefs. But there is no pofhibility of
preventing it. The young have heard re-
ligion reprefented us an enemy to joy and
affability. Nothing can be more unjuft.
Inftead, therefore, of confirming thofe pre-
judices, it becomes you to confute them by
the only argument that will thoroughly
convinee, the cheerfulnefs of your difcourfe,
and the mildnefs of your demeanour. In
this way you may hope to do great good.
When “ Wifdom is thus juftified of her
“children;” they who are yet ftrangers to
her will be induced to venerate an authori-
ty that appears fo cendefcending, and to
ftudy precepts that are produive of fuch
happinefs. But, to return to my young
hearers, allow me, ;

In the #hird place, to offer you a few hints
on the sPIRIT and MANNER in which I con-
teive your coNVERsATION fhould be con-
dufted. And now perhaps you imagine we
want to preclude every degree of . that
which paffes under the name of: #r¢fling.

Vel I. I You
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You are miftaken. We do not expeét that
women fhould always utter grave fentences,
nor men neither. It were inconfiftent with
the ftate of mankind. It cannot be expe&-
ed from philofophers of the firft rank ; nor,
if it could, do I know that it would be de-
firable. I am even inclined to believe, that
they who underftand the art of what has
been termed trifling agreeably, have gained
a very confiderable point. The frailty of
human nature, and the infelicity of human
life, required to be relieved and foothed.
* There are many oecafions on which this is
not to be done by fage admonitions, or fo-
lemn refle@ions. Thefe, to well-difpofed
minds, arz often highly folacing; but to
dwell cn them always were to ftrain the
Machine beyond its powers. Befides that a
{eafonable diverfion to anxiety, a temporary
torgetfulnefs of grief, is frequently a far
better method to remove it, than any direct
application or laboured remedy. To change
the metaphor ; when the road proves rug-
ged, or is in danger of growing tedious, one
fuccefsful means of beguiling it, is for the
travellers to cheer and amufe one another
by the play of fancy, and the facetioufnefs
oi mirth: But then the end of the journey

~muft
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muft not be forgotten. Becaufe we are
weak, there is no reafon why we thould be
flly! The brow of Care may furely be
fmoothed without converting it into the
Jaugh of Folly. While we indulge the re-
creation neceflary for mortal, let us main-
tain the temper requifite in immortal be-
ings. To reconcile thefe two things, and
to blend them happily, feems the proper
fience of creatures on their progrefs
trough time to eternity. From you, my
gentle friends! we look for every thing
that, next to the divine influence of Reli-
gion, can foften the inequality, and animate
the dulnefs of the way.

We with to fee you fmile often ; but we
would not have you {mile always, if it were
poffible. There are many feenes that de-
mand a grave deportment ; there are not a
few that call for a mournful one.  She that
cnnot diftinguifh between laughter and
happinefs, never knew w at the latter
means. She that cannot ¢ weep with them
that weep,” as well as “ rejoice with them
that rejoice,” is a ftranger to one of the
fweeteft fources of enjoyment, no lefs than
©one of the nobleft leflons of Chriftianity.
Thofe are the happieft difpofitions which

12 : are
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are the beft. Benevolence is the fupreme
perfection of the ever bleffed Deity. He js
mfinitely removed from every painful im.
preflion. Yet Scripture, in the ftyle of ac.
commodation, afcribes to him all the guilt.
lefs emotions of humanity : and we know
that our Saviour was formerly on edrth,
and is now in heawen ¢ touched with the
¢ fecling of our infirmities !”

With the charaer of a Chriftian woman,
nothing, methinks, can better correfpond,
than a propenfity to melt into affeftionate
forrow. It becomes like her religion and
her fex. Never, my fair auditory, no, ne-
ver do your eyes thine with a more delight-
ful effuigence, than when fuffufed with all
the trembling foftne{s of grief for virtue in
diftrefs, or of folicitude for friendfhip in dan-
ger. Believe me, if the gaiety of converfa-
tion gave place fomewhat oftener to- the
tender tale of Wo, you would not to fuch,
at leaft, of you* male acquaintance as have
hearts, appear at all the lefs lovely. The
figh of compaflion ftealing from a female
breaft, on the mention of calamity, would
be rather more mufical in their ears, than
the loud burfts of unmeaning laughter, with
which they are often entertained. Let ﬂ}d
ad
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2dd here, that the charms of innocence and
fympathy appearing in your difcourfe will,
to every difcerning man, fpread around you
a luftre which all the jewel$ in the world

lt- | cannot beftow.

2 The diamond’s and the ruby’s blaze

th, Difpute the palm with Beauty’s Queen:
he Not. Beauty’s Queen commands {uch praife,

Devoid of virtue if {he’s feen.
But the foft tear in Pity’s eye

an, Outfhines the diamond’s brighteft beams:

nd, But the {weet blufh of Modefty

e More beauteous than the ruby feems.

nd | If we fpeak of improvement, merciful

e- | Redeemer ! how edifying to the foul is this
ht- | generous fenfibility ? “ It is better to go to
all | “the houfe of Mourning toan the houfe of
in [ «Feaftiug: for that is the end of 21l men,
n- | “and the Living will lay it to heart. Sor-
f2- | “row is better than Laughter: for by the
he | “fadnefs of the countenance the heart is
h, [ “made better. The heart of the wifeis in
ve| the houfe of Mourning ; but the heart of
he| “fools is in the houfe of Mirth. As the
le| “cracklings of thorns under a pot, fo is the
ld | “laughter of a fool. This is' alfo vanity.”
an| You know who faid fo? The man who
th ( had fpent many a day and many a night in
ne| the bower of Veluptuoufuefs, far from the
3 cries
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cries of Mifery, and the moans of Com,
plaint ; who gat him, ¢ men-fingers and
< women-ﬁngcrs, and the delights of the
¥ fons of men;” who had, times without
number, faid in his heait, “ Go to now, |
“ will prove thee with mirth, therefore en.
“ joy pleaiure;” who fought by a prudent
ufe of wine to exalt his own {pirits, and
to promote the hilarity of thofe about him;
i1 a word, who keep not from his eyes
whatfoever they defired, nor withheld his
heart from any joy. This, I fay, was the
man whom experience, as well as infpira-
tion, prompted to give the preference you
have juft now heard. There is—jyes, there
is attendant on virtuous fadnefs, a fenfa-
tion, whick, in point of indulgence and ele-
vation, at once, is fuperior to all that was
ever felt by a light mind, in the fluth of fe-
ftivity, or amidft the triumph of wit.

Having mentioned w1T, let me proceed to
warn you againft the affeCtation and the
abufe of it. Here our text from the Col-
loflians comes in with propriety, ¢ Let|
“ your sPEECH be always with GRACE, fea-
“foned with sarLtT.” Thefz remarkable
words were addrefled to Chriftians in gene-
ral. They are confidered by the beft com-

mentax
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mentators, as an exhortation to that kind
of converfe, which, both for matter and
manner, fhall appear moft graceful, and
prove moft acceptable; being tempered by
courteoufnefs and modefty, and feafoned
with wifdom and difcretion, that like falt
will ferve, at the fame inftant, to prevent
jts corruption, and heighten its flavour.
How beautiful this precept in itfelf! How
ufeful and pleafing in the praétice! How
peculiarly fit to be pradtifed by you, my fe-
male friends ! on the turn of whofe conver-
fation and deportment fo much depends to
yourfelves, and all about you ! From what
1 have now to offer, it will be found like-
wife to come, with advantage, in aid of our
leading doétrine; fince there are not per-
haps many worfe foes to that fobriety of
{pirit, which we would ftill inculcate, than
the abufe and affe@ation already mentioned.

It is not my defign to gather up if I could,
the profufion of flowers that have been {cat-
tered by innumerable hands on this tempting
theme ; and by which thofe very hands have,
in their own cafe, thown how difficult it is
to refift the temptation. I would only ob-
{erve, that the dangerous talent in queftion,
has been well compared to the dancing of a
14 meteor,
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meteor, that blazes, allures, and mifleads,
Mot certainiy it alone can never be a fteady
light; and too probably it is oftén a faig
one. Of thofe who have refigiied themfelves
to fts guidance, how few has it not betray.
ed into great indifcretious at leaft—by in.
flaming their thirit of applaule ; by render-
tog them little nice in their choice of com-
pany ; by feducing them into firokes of fa-
tire, too offenlive to the perfon againft whom
they levelled, not to be repelled upon the
authors with full vengeance ; and finally, by
making them in confequence of that heat
which produces, and that vanity which fo-
flers it, forgetful of thofe cool and moderate
rules that ought to regulate their conduét!
A very few there may have been, endow-
ed with judgment and ter:per fuflicient to
reftrain them from indulging ¢ the rath dex-
“ terity of wit,” and to dire& it to purpoles
equally agreeable and beneficial. But one
thing is ,certain, ‘that witty mien, for the
moft part, have had few friends, though
many admirers | Their converfation, has
been courted, while their abilities have been
feared, or their chara@ers hated, or both.
The laft, indeed, have feldom merited afiec-
tion, even when the firft have excited
efteem.
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efteem. Sometimes their hearts have been
fo bad, as at laft to bring their heads into
d\fgjrace. At any rate, thc faculty termed
sz, 1s commonly Iaokgd upon with a fuf-
plcmus eye, as a two-edged fword, from
which not even the facrednefs of friendfhip
can fecure. Itis efpecially, I think, dxcadcd
in women. In a Mrs. Rowe, I dare fay,
was not. To great brilliancy of irnagiz'.ation,
that female angel joined yet greater good-
nefs of difpofition ; and never wrote, nor, as
I have been told, was ever fuppofed to have
faid, in her whole life, an ill-natured, ,or
even an indelicate thing. Of fuch a woman,
with all her taknta, none could be afraid.
In her company, it muft have been impof-
fible not to feel refpeét; but then it muft be
dike that, which the pious man entertains
for a minifiring {pirit from heaven, a re-
fpect—full of confidence and joy. If aught
on earth can prcwnt the image of celeftial
excellence in its fofteft array, it is furely an
ACCOMPLISHED TJOMAN, in whom purity and
meekaefs, intelligence and modelty, mingle
their charms. Dut, when I fpeak on this
fubje&, need I tell you, that the moft fenfi-
ble men have been ufually averfe to the
thought of marrying a witty female?

Is % You
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You will probably tell me, they were
afraid of being out-fhone ; and fome of them
perhaps might be fo. But I am apt to be.
lieve, that many of them a&ed on different
motives. Men who underftand the {cience of
domeftic happinefs, know that its very firft
principle is eafe. Of that indeed we grow
fonder, in whatever condition, as we ad-
vance in life, and as the heat of youth a-
bates. But we cannot be ealy, when we are
not fafe. We are never fafe in the company
of a critic; and almeft every witis a cri-
tic by profeflion. In fuch company ‘we are
not at liberty to unbend ourfelves. All muft
be the {training of ftudy, or the anxiety of
apprehenfion. How painful ! where the
heart may not expaad and open itfelf with
freedom, farewel to real friendfhip ! fare-
wel to convivial delight !
reftraint at home, what mifery !—From the
brandifhings of Wit, in the hand of ill-na-
ture, of imperious Paflior, or of unbounded
Vanity, who would not {7 ? But when that
wcmxm is pointed at a hufbana, is it to be
wWoi dureu, if, from his own houfe, he takes
fheiter in the tavern? He fought a foft
friead ; he expeéted to be happy-in'a rea-
fonable companion. He bas found a perpe-

tual
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tual fatirit, or a felf-{ufficient prattler.
How have I pitied fuch a man, wien I have
feen him in continual fear on his own ac-
count and that of his friends, and for the
poor lady herfelf, left, in the run of her dif-
courfe, the fhould be guilty of fome petu-

lance, or fome indifcretion, that would ex-

pofe her, and hurt them all ! But take the
matter at the beft, there is ftill all the dif-
forence in the world between the entertain-
er of an evening, and a partner for life. Of
the latter, a {fober mind, fteady attachment,
and gentle manners, joined to a good under~
ftanding, will ever be the chief recommen-
dations ; whereas the qualities that {parkle
will be often fufficient for the former.

As to the affeftation of wit, one can
hardly fay, whether it is moft ridiculous or
hurtful. The abufe of it, which we have
been juft confidering, we are fometimes per-
haps too often, inclined to forgive, for the
fake of that amufement which, in {pite
of all the improprieties mentioned, it yet
affords, The other is univerfally contemp-
tible and odious. Who is not fhocked by
the flippant impertinence of a felf-conceited
woman, that wants to dazzle by the fuppo-
fed fuperiority of her powers? If you, my
fair ones, have knowledge and capacity, let

1 it
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it ‘be feen, by your not affeCing to fhew
them, that you have {fomething much more
\'faluable-.hummaity and wildom.

Nakes

But veil her wit with modefty.,

Let man difcover, let her nos difplay,

But yield her charms of mind with fweet delay.

Muit women then keep filence in the
houfe, as well as in the church? by no
means. There may indeed be many cafes
in which it will particularly become a young
lady to obferve the apoftolic rule, “ Be fywift
“to hear, and flow to fpeak :” but there
are many t0o, wherein it will be no lefs pro-
per, that with an unafluming air, fhe could
endeavour to fupport and enliven the con-
verfation, It is the opinion of fome, that
gitls thould never {peak before company,
when their parents are prefent ; and parents
there are {o deficient in underftanding, as
to make this a rnle. How then thall thofe
girls learn to acquit themfelves properly in
their abfence? It is hard if you cannot di-
ftinguith, and teach your daughters to diftin-
guifh, between good-breeding and pertnefs ;
between an obliging ftudy to pleafe, and an
indecent defire to put themfelv,
between a lauda

in nothing fhould 4« woman be,

es forward ;
ble inquifitivenefs, and an
Improper cariofity. But this, T confefs, is

not
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not the common miftake in the education of
young women; and they muft permit me .
to {ay, that it were well if the generality of
mothers were careful, by prudent inftruc-
tion in private, to reprefls that talkative hu-
mour, which runs away with {o many of
them, and never quits them all their life af-
ter, for want of being curbed in their early
years. But what words can exprefs the im-
pertinence of a female tongue let loofe into
boundlefs loguacity ? Nothing can be more
ftunning, except where a nurcber of fine la-
dies open at once Proteét us, ye Powers
of Gentlenels and Decorum, proteét us from
the difzuft of fuch a fcene l—Ah, my dear

- hearers ! if you knew how terrible it ap-
pears to a male ear, of the leaft delicacy, 1
think you would take care never to prattife’
1t.

For endlefs prattling, and lewd difcourfe,
no degree of capacity can atone. I join
them together, becaufe, in effett, they are
{e}dom {cparate. But the noify, empty, tri-
vial chatter of everlafting folly-—it is too
much for human patience to {uftain. How
different from that playful fpirit in conver-
fation fpoken of before ; which, blended
with good fenfe, and kept within reafonable
beunds, contributes, like the lighter and

more
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more carelefs touches in a picture, to give |
| an air of eafe and freedom to the whole! | |
' l This freedom and eafe, when accompanied 4
kit with decency and variety, a certain native '
i prettinefs and unftudied correénefs, are a-
| mong the moft pleafing charafteriftics of fe-
' male fociety in its beft (hape. |
Your talking fo much about drefs, and
fafhions, and fafhionable amufements, as the
far greater part of you are ever doing, in
preference to better fubjeéts, is, to fay the
fofteft thing of it, a weaknefs which cannot
be juitified, but which perhaps muft be, in
fome meafure, forgiven to your fex. As to
the love of fcandal and difpute, which may
be called the acid of fpecch, in contradition
to the falt recommended by our apoftle, it
mutft be referved for a future confideration.
The men, indeed, are ready to triumph at
the very mention of it. Whether they
have reafon to triumph on the whole, may
be a difficult queftion ! The agreeable quali-
i ties named a moment ago, they muft fairly
| give up to the women. How few of them
| in comparifon poflefs, or at leaft exercife,
| the power of keeping difcourfe alive, with-
1
|
1

out affiftance from wine, from politics, from
bufinefs, from the news of the day, and
from another theme, for which their unre-

| ftyained
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firained and inextinguifhable paffion, in
male-company, argues a defcent of foul, a
degradation of thought, whereof men of the
leaft underftanding ought to be afhamed !

I juft mentioned UNSTUDIED GORRECT-
NESS, as appropriated to the converfation of
cultivated women. I mean that eafy ele-

ce of fpeech, which refults from clear
and lively 1deas, exprefled with the fimpli-
city of Nature, fomewhat aided by the
knowledge of books. To this the beft {fcho-
lars amongft the men muft feldom or ever
lay claim. Itisneceffarily precluded by their
profounder ftudies, and that fcrupulous at-
tention to the minuteft rules of grammar,
which is induced by the turn of their edu-
cation ; and which, though by pradtice it
may become in a great degree habitual and
mechanical, will yet always appear deficient
in the happy felicity, wherewith fo many
females clothe their feutiments. That they,
who are naturally fond of ornament in eve-
ry thing elfe, fhould fhew a certain honeft
negle® of it where it is leaft requifite,
where it is generally hurtful by embarraf-
fing and fettering that which ought to be
free and unaffected, furely entitles them to
fome praife.

How often have we {een very ingenious
men
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men perplexed, when they have withed to
explain themfelves, on fome topic by no
means abftrufe, and which they perfedly
underftood ! With how little grace have
we heard them tell a flory ! In thefe, and
fuch like points, women of any capacity

xcel. To what can the difference be ow-
mg? I.fancy to this, that the former, in
their words and ideas, attend too feduloufly
to precifion and embellithment ; while the
atter are content to {peak juft what they
mean, and to relate fimply what they have
read or heard, as it rifes to their minds,
without the labour of dccuracy, which of
ten hampers the faculties in their operatien,
and difturbs the train of nature.

On this principle, I prefume, is founded
that maxim, which makes the perfetion of
art to lie in concealing it ; an attainment ex-
tremely uncommon, and which, where it
has taken place, has been always confidercd
as the moft difficult, and the moft beautiful
of any that can diftinguifh the productions
of tafte. From hence it is, that the cecle-
brated works of ancient genius have been
judged to derive a large thare of the fupe-
riority ufually afcribed to them. From the
fame fource chiefly, to compare fmall things

with
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with great, has probably arifen that pecu-
liar happinefs in letter-writing, which the
men, I think, are willing to allow to your
fex. Here, indeed, they comfort themfelves
with their fuperior ftrength, and depth, and
learned elegance, in that and other matters
where intellet is concerned. Pretenfions to
thefe, with a few exceptions, I believe, to
fay the truth, you had better refign.

For my part, I could heartily with to fee
the female world more accomplithed than it
is; but I do not wifh to fee it abound with
metaphyficians, hiftorians, {peculative phi-
lofophers, or Zearned ladies of any kind. I
fhould be afraid, left the fex fhould lofe in
foftnefs, what they gained in force, and
leaft the purfuit of {fuch elevation thould in-
terfere a little with the plain duties and
humble virtues of life. Amiable inftances
of the contrary I know there are. I think,
at this moment, of one lady, in particular,
who, to an extenfive knowledge in philofo-
phy, and languages ancient and modern,
with fome portion of poetical genius, and a
coufiderable degree of literary fame, has
the fenfe and worth to join every domeftic
qu_ality that can adorn a woman in her fitu-
ation.

To
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To inculecate fuch qualities, together with
thofe elegant and intelle@ual improvements,
which young ladies would do well to ac-
quire, with a view to fobriety, ufefulnefs,
felf-enjoyment, and the powers of pleafing,
will be the bufinefs of fome {ubfequent ad-
drefles. 'What place religion ought to have
in female difcourfe, muft be likewife a fub-
ject of enquiry under another head. In the
mean while, let me intreat you to recolled,
that on cultivating a proper {pirit of con-
verfation, will depend a great part of your
proficiency and ours ; of your prefent ac-
ceptance amongft the wife and deferving;
of your future confequence and merit in
{fociety ; of your entertainment, fatisfaction,
and, I may add, fafety, through the fuccef-
five ftages of life. Much of that life is
{pent in fcenes of focial intercourfe. Im-
portant occafions arife but feldom. A large
proportion muft be configned to trifles.
Little things belong to little mortals. The

‘virtue and happinefs of the fex are princi-

pally affeted by the daily indifcriminate
tenor of their commerce. What fe11c1ty,
and what glory may not you, my friends '

derive from thofe talents by which that is
regulated and fweetened, refined and raifed.

SER-
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On Female Virtue, with Do-
meftic and Elegant Accom-
plithments.

1 Tim. ii. 8, 9.

I Willewm--that awomen adorn themfelves awith Sobriety.

Prov. xxxi. 19, 31.

Who can find a virtuous woman 2 For her price is far
above rubies---Give her of the fruit of ber hands, and
let ber aworks praife ber in the gates.

TO divert fancy, to gratify defire, and, in
general, to be a fort of better fervants, are
all the purpofes for which fome fuppofe
your fex defigned. A moft illiberal fuppo-
fition. The leaft degree of refinement or
candour will difpofe us to regard them in a
far higher point of light, They were ma-

nifeftly
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nifeftly intended to be the mothers and for-
mers of a rational and immortal offspring ;
to be 2 kind of fofter companions ; who, by
namelefs delightful {ympathies and endear-
ments, might improve our pleafures, and
footh our pains; to lighten the load of do-
meftic cares, and by ‘that means leave us
more at leifure for rougher lahours or fe-
verer ftudies; and finally, to fpread a cer-
tain grace and embellifhment over human
life. . To with to degrade them from fo ho-
nourable a ftation, indicates a mixture of
ignorance, groflnefs, and barbarity. But,
indeed, the men who think in this manner,
do themfelves, irreparable wrong, by put-
ting it out of their power, ever to enjoy the
tendereft and moft delicious feelings of the
heart. He that has a true tafte of happi-
nefs will choofe, for his own fake, to che-
rith the kindeft opinion of thefemale defti-
nation.

Yet, what fhall we fay? Are there not
many women who feem to have entirely for-
gotten it themfelves—to have relinquifhed
at leaft the moit valuable part of their claim
and to have confpired with thofe male
tyrants in finking their own importance?
How often do we fee them disfigured by af-

fectation
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feftation and caprice ! How often difgraced
and ruined by imprudence ! What thameful
inattention to the culture of their minds,
in numberlefs inftances ! What perverfion,
in not a few, of excellent mnderftandings,
through a levity that pafles for innocent,
becaufe not polluted by vice; nay, for
agreeable, becaufe accompanied with youth !
Who, that is a well-wilher to the fex, can
forbear to be mortified on finding fuch mul-
titudes fo ungainly in their manners, {o un-
entertaining 1in their dlicourle, fo deftitute
of i folid and ufeful improvement ; in
a word,. {o totally devoid of all that can con-
fer fignificance, or beget efteem, not to fpeak
of downright worthleflnefs, proceeding from
bad principles or wicked company !

With refpect to thefe, indeed, as well as
the reft, I am willing to believe, that they
are frequently occafioned by vacancy of
thought, and want of occupation, which ex-.
pofe the mind to every fnare; and that in
many cafes, all this evil might, through
God’s blefling, be happily prevented by an
early and diligent application to female ac-
complithments. Such, thercfore, I will pro-
ceed to recommend, as a farther means of
mamtamna the fobucty cujoined by our

apoftle.
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apoftle. Not that I propofe to confine my-
felf to this fingle view. Every other laud-
able and beneficial purpofe, which thofe ac-
complifhments are calculated to ferve, will
concur to enforce them. They may be di-
vided into three clafles, DOMESTIC, ELE-
GANT, and MENTAL.

As to the firft, I muft remind you that,
how much foever they may be now negleét-
ed by many women as below their notice,
no height of rank or affluence can juitify
fuch negle&. The care of an houfehold, all
ages and nations have agreed to confider as
an indifpenfible part of female employment,
in every fituation that admits of it. The
paflage from which I have taken one of my
texts deferves, on this occafion, your parti-
cular attention. As it exhibits, perhaps, the
moft beautiful piGure that was ever drawn
of the Virtuous Woman in a {phere of ac-
tivity, which you all hope to fill, and for
which you ought to qualify yourfelves as
much as poflible in your prefent condition ;
I will read the whole, together with a thort
paraphrafe, which I have borrowed chiefly
from the pious and learned Bithop Patrick,
but without adhering to his diétion.

Ver. 10. “ Who can find 2 virtuous wo-

“ man?
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“man? for her price is far above rubies.”
—Such a perfon, fays the mother of Lemuel,
(a young prince for whofe welfare the was
moft tenderly folicitous) fuch a perfon as I
would recommend for a wife is hard to be
found ; one endowed with true worth and
piety, who deems nothing beneath her that
can any way become her ftation: one, in
thort, pofleffed of thofe various and excel-
lent qualities that fit her for adorning it,
and render her infinitely more valuable than
all the pearls or precious ftones, with which
fo many women are fond of being decked.

Ver. 11. ¢ The heart of her hufband doth
“ fafely truft in her; fo that he fhall have
“no need of {poil.”——1In her perfonal ho-
nour and fidelity, and alfo in her economy
and prudence, with regard to all affairs
at home, her hufband repofes fuch per-
fet confidence, that he can go abroad, and
attend to public bufinefs, without the fmall-
eft anxiety about his domeftic concerns, or
the leaft temptation to enrich himfelf at the
expence of other men.

Ver. 12. “ She will do him good, and
“not evil, all the days of her life.”
She will not only return his love with e-
qual affetion, but endeavour ta enfure and

heighten
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heighten his efteem by every engaging and
refpectable virtue. She will not only avoid
whatever might provoke or difpleafe, but
ftudy to deferve well of him by promoting
his intereft, and raifing his reputation; and
that not merely by ftarts, or tranfient fits
of good humour, but unifermly and con-
ftantly every day of her life.

Ver. 13. #* She fecketh wool and flax,
¢ and worketh willingly with her hands.”
To her idlenefs is fo hateful, that her
hufband has no occafion to excite her to in-
duftry. Of her own accord fhe fets up
a linen and woollen manufadture, to which
fhe applies her hands fo readily, as well as
fo dexteroully, that it is apparent fhe de-
ghts in work.

Ver. 14. % She is like the merchant-
¢¢ fhips: fhe bringeth her food from afar.”
—Her application and ingenuity enable her
to maintain her family without expence, by
exchanging the produé for foreign commo-
dities, when neceflary, on terms no lefs ad-
vantageous, than if her hufband fitted out a
flect of merchant thips to fetch them direét-
iy from diftant countriés.

Ver. 15. ¢ She rifeth alfo while it is yet
% night, and giveth meat to her houfeholdd

2 &6 any
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¢« and a portion to her maidens.” With
fuch {pirit and vigour does fhe proceed, that,
inftead of indulging herfelf in over much
{leep, the rifes before breal: of day, to make
prowﬁou for thofe who are to go abroad to
work in the fields, and to fet her maidens
their {everal tatks at home.

Ver. 16. ¢ She confidereth a field, and
® buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands the
« planteth a vineyard.”—So far is the from
wafting her bufb sand’s eftate, that by her
gality and capacity the is continually im-
proving it; firft purchafing a field fit for
corn, '.vhe1 {he meets with one that on due
infpe@ion, fhe finds worth the price, and
then, from the fruit of her own labour add-
ing to it a vineyard, which fhe takes care to
have well planted.

Ver. 17. * She girdeth her loins with
“ ftrength, and {trengtheneth her arms.”
As the 1s quick in her orders to thofe about
Ler, {o the beftirs herfelf with the utmoft
aftivity, declining no pains or exertion pro-
portioned te her ftrength, which is increafed
by conftant exercife, and which, with the
cheerfulnefs, expedition, and utility that
attend it, {he prefers to all the decorations
and delicacy of indolent beauty.

I”o/. 1. . ; IS VQL.
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Ver. 18, ¢ She perceiveth that her mer.
dife 1s ;Mod, her candle goeth not
“ out by night.”—Her labour, mc’cer fhe
finds fo wholefome, and her traﬂ:c fo pro.
fitable, that fhe does not always cnnc}ndp
her work with the day, but often cont tinues
it thmvm‘) as much of the "Uf]‘f as can be
fpared from neceflary repoie
Veri 16, 5he ]avf‘t" her hands to rhe
< fpindle, and her hands hold the diftaff,”—
Such manual operations as are fuited to her
fex, the reckons not any d;f'\"'rq'funenr to
her quality.” Her fing, ;lqu dexterity
that is alike pleafing in the pcnorm:‘mce,
and beneficial in the el
Ver. 20. ¢ She ftretcheth out her hand
¢ to the poor: yea, fhe reacheth forth her
¢¢ hands to ”w needy.” Thofe hands,
which fhe employs with fo much u,hy'nrv’
for the adv RI!I’ZL:-(’. of her family, fhe fails
not to firetch sout with equal (113(31 ity for
e She is not fo en-
‘:?rr\’vb:.d by the cares of her own houfehold,
o' get the claims of thofe who have
« In frugality the never
erates into parfimony; hut a]w1
nifters to munificence. ruc poor, whethe
nuarcr

(14 C

"S mi-

Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt

he




Ser . V1. Youne WoMEN. 17x.
pearer or more remote, fhare liberally in
her bounty. :
Ver. 21. ¢ She is not afraid of the fnow
« for hier houfehold ; for ail her:houfchold
«are clothed with fcarlet.””—Her bounty
in the mean while is accompanied with fuch
difcretion, that her own iamuy and {ervants
are 11 no danger of fuffering D_/ it.: <« They
are provided :amit the hardeft winter ;
the) have changes of raiment for the feve-
ral feafons; aud when they are to wailt up-
on her, or to appear on any part ular oc-
cafion that requires it, the 1s carefol to have
them clothed with a degree of {plendor.
Ver. 22. ¢ She maketh herfelf coverings
fGof tdpnﬁry her clothing 1s filk and pur-
¢ ple.” The furniture of her houfe is
noble. Her own apparel correfpouds with
it. She 15 not ignorant of what belongs to
her rank; and fhe fupports it with a mag-
nificence {fo much the more confpicuous for
being principally her own handiwork.
Ver. 23. ¢ Her hufband is known in the
“ gates, when he fitteth among the elders of
“the land.”—-Her attention to the appear-
ance of her hufband i3 not lefs than to her
own, When he comes into the courts of
judicature, and takes his place among the
K2 fenators
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fenators of his country, he is diftinguithed
by the richnefs and elegance of the robeg
which fhe has prepared for him. The be-
holders pronounce him a happy man, in
having fuch a wife, as does him honour in
public as well as private; and who, by
eafing him of all lefler cares, leaves him at
full liberty to devote himfelf to the moft
important tranfactions.

Ver. 24. ¢ She maketh fine linen, and
€ {elleth it, and delivereth girdles unto the
¢ merchant.”—Her induftry to provide for
her family is fuch, that ¢he follows more
arts than one or two; making, for exam-
ple, befides other articles alrcady named,
fine linen, embroidered belts, and girdles of
different kinds curioufly wrought, which
fhe fells at a confiderable price to the Phee-
nician merchant.

Ver. 25. * Strength and honour are her
¢ clothing; and fhe fhall rejoice in time to
€ come.” Although in every thing fhe
makes, whether for fale or for ufe, fhe dif-
plays a juft tafte of what is moft beautiful
and fplendid, ftill it muift be remembered,
that her chief ornaments are a firm and con-
ftant mind, a modeft and becoming deport-
ment, a manner of dealing, with all that is

honourable,
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honourable, uniform, and generous ; which,
joined to her other qualities gum“-mcn—
tioned, free her from all fear about future
events, and prepare her to meet afiiiCtion,
decay, and even death itfelf, with ferenity
and hope.

Ver. 26. ¢ She openeth her mouth with
« wifdom, and in her mouth is the law of -
¢ Kindnefs.”—Add to the reft, this parti-
cular praife, that, as the preferves the due
mean between taciturnity and 10(1A.1ﬂ10ui--

efs, fo the loves not to [ul]\ on foolifh and

frivolous fubjeéts, but on {uch as are ferious
and ufeful; on which, when {he can introduce
them with mopuetv the 1is fure to deliver
herfelf pertinently and 81 racefully. Her lan-
;, on all oc,mfo'la, 1s {oft and pleafing,
reflive of a gmuc mind zad a tender
From the f{ame fund, the is led to
embrace every opportunity of inculcating
on all around her, kind affe@tions and mu-
tual concord.

Ver. 27. ¢ She looketh well to the ways
 of her Loufchold and eateth not the bread
$0f ulccm,lj ——-——-111 her own ll()tll\,, moft

efpecially, the is ftudious of conveying edi-

fication. She obferves thie motions, and in-

fpects the manners of every one there, whom
K3 ihe
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fhe  neither fuffers to go abroad at their
pleafure, nor to labour at home without
proper inftruétions: a concern, which alone
might be thought fufficient to employ her;
infomuch, that if fhe did nothing elfe, fhe
wonld yet deferve the bread fhe eats.

Ver. 28. ¢« Her children arife up, and
¢ call her bleffed ; her hufband alfo, and he
¢ praifeth her.”. Happy the children of
fuch a mother, whofe maternal care for
their provifion, but much more for their e-
ducation, cannot fail of exciting their love
and gratitude very early, and of difpofing
them, when grown up, to honour her per-
fon, and venerate her virtues? Happy be-
yond expreflion the hufhand of fuch a wife!
He can never commend her fufficiently.
While he attempts the favourite fubjeét, he
is fo ftruck with her furpaffing worth, that
he cannot reftrain himfelf from crying out.

Ver. 29. © Many daughters have done
« virtnouily; but thou excelleft them all,”
—The number of thofe women who have
afted worthily, who have mightily advan-
ced their families, and nobly ferved the ge-
nerations in which they lived, is not {mall,
Tirey are well entitled to applaufe, and I
gave it them with pleafure; but there was

never
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pever any comparable to thee. Thy me-
rits, thou beft of women, and moft beloved,
thy merits far, far tranfcend them all!

Ver. 30. « Favour is deceitful, and beau-
« ty is vain: but a woman that feareth the
« Lord, the fhall be praifed.” A good
complexion and fine fhape are, no doubt,
engagiug. A gracetul mein and lovely fea-
tures are yet more fo. But as the greateft
beauty foon fades, and at laft vanifhes, fo
alas! many ill qualities may lic conceal-
ed under all thefe fair appearances; fuch,
indeed, as utterly to difappoint every hope
of happinefs raifed from thence. A truly
pious woman, one who is governed through-
out by a fenfe of duty, and who to all her
other excellent qualitics, adds that reve-
rence for God, which gives them at once
elevation and ftability—ihe, and fhe alone,
is the completely amiable objeét, who will
always impart delight, and always deferve,
approbation.

Ver. 31. < Give her of the fruit of her
¢ hands, and 1ét her own works praife her
¢ in the gates.”—Let all confpire to extol
her charafer; for I cannot do it enough,
Lzt her never want her juft tribute of com-:
mendation. While fome are magnified fox

theiy.
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their high birth, fome praifed for their ¢ great
Iommu, others 'ldlnll“"l for tHCJr finouigr
be 'wtv, and others cried up for attainments
of no intrinfic, or of no confiderable value;
let her perfonal c\n.dx'cL, and her fuperior
qu'd!tlcq be celebrated with’ })Jtlllml ho-
nours 1 the largeft affemblies; where, in-
deed, if all men fhould be filent, that con-
dut and thofe qualities would refound her
praife.

What a defcription is here ! Can you at-
tend to it without emotion? Or have mo-
dern manners fo warped your minds, that
the imnphut\' of ancient vi 1Lue, inftead of
ap]:ulmq to J\)u an OOJCLL of vene mtlm
looks romantic and ridiculous? Tell mnie
then, in good earneft, were the women of
thofe days the lefs eftimable, or the lefs at-
traﬂfv‘:, that they did not wafte t’xe;r lives
n a round of difl nﬂanoa a:.d npertinence,
but employed them in works of ingennity
and ufefulnefs, of piety and mercy; that
even women of the firft rank amouoi’c them,
as we are informed by the oldeft d.lld beft
authors, held it no diminution to apply
their hands to different kinds of manufac-
ture; that they took great delight in fuch
occupations ; and, ﬁna]”, that good houf:-

wifery,
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wifery, in all its extent, was reckoned an
effential qualification of every matron?

1 am {ufliciently fenfible of the influence
that the cuftoms of different ages and na-
tions have on the modes of thinking that
fucceflively obtain: nor, do 1 expett, that
in this land called Chrifficr, which ought
to be unequalled on account of its attain-
ments, as much as it is on that of its advan-
tages, our mothess or our daughters, in ge-
neral, will be perfuaded by any thing which
preachers can fay, to emulate the humble
grandeur of many a noble lady, of many a
fair princefs, in former generations. Yet
1 am not without hope, that fome of them
may be induced to copy, though at a di-
ftance, thofe modeft but exalted originals.

I mentioned our daughters, as well as
mothers ; becaufe I would not have them
think that they have nothing to learn from
the picture we have juft furveyed. Would
the virtuous womaun, fo fweetly portrayed
by Lemuel’s mother, and {o particularly
marked by the charadters of married and
maternal excellence, have been what fhe
was, if in her fingle ftate, fhe had not ftu-
died the neceflary principles?

After looking at fo fublime a ftandard, T

am
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am well aware, that any thing I can now
offer on this part of my fubject, will appear
to fink. I am forcy for it. . But, fiuce it
muft be fo, let the mortifying fentiment be
felt by all, as a juft fatire on the declenfion
of this age. To {ay the truth, the zeal of
the preachier is too much deprefled by that
confideration, to bear him out in urging our
young women to a clofe imitation. of what
however he muft always admire. In fhort,
when we fpeak of good houfewifery now-
a-days, we muft {ubmit to {peak in a lower
key. Would to heaven, that of this {cience
many mothers would teach their daughters
but the common rudiments; that they were
unfafhionable enough to educate them to be
fit for any thing beyond mere thew.

What do not great families fuffer daily
from the incapacity, or inattention of thofe
miftrefles - that leave all to houfe-keepers
and other fervaunts! How many large e-
ftates might be faved from ruin by a wiler
condu& ! I muft fay it once more, that no
woman in the world ought to think it be-
neatii her to be an economift. An econo-
mift is a charater truly refpectable, in
whatever ftation. To fee that time which
thould be laid out in. examining the ac-
counts,
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counts, regulating the operations, and watch-
ing over the interefts of perhaps a nume-
rous family-—to fee it loft, worfe than loft,
in - vifiting and O'aming, “in chambering
and wantonnefs.” is fhocking. It is fo,
let the incomes be as (,u‘tam, as confider-
able, or as immenfe as you wall; thoughj
by the way, they are har (‘lv ever fo immenfe
in reality as they often appear. But where,
on the contrary, they are both moderate
and precarious, a conduét of this kind we
have ‘no words to ftigmatize as it deferves.
Merchants and tradefmen that marry
fuch women are furely objeéts of fingular
compafiion, if, indeed, they were deceived
into an opinion, that the women they kave
chofen for their partners, were taught this
neceflary piece of knowlcd;ve.‘ But very
feldom, as matters are manag d at pr Lfeut
have they fuch. deception to p‘eﬂ(‘ for their
choice. Is it poflible they can be ignorant
in what manner young ladies are bred at
moft of our bomdmg-ie hools? Anq do they
not fee in what manner they generally be-
Tm ve in coming home? Some of them, T
owledged Lr*fore, when placed in houfes
their ow n, appear to much more advan-
tage than could be reafonably cAl)-u,d.
uf
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But I repeat the queftion I then afked, is
fo great a chance, in an affair of fuch con.
fequence, to be relied on?

It muﬁ be owned alfo, that in this age
the order or figure of a table is pretty
well underftood, as far as relates to {plen-
dor and parade. But would it not be worth
your while to improve upon the art, by
lcarning to conne frugality with elegance;
to produce a genteel, or however, a good
appearance from things of lefs c_\pcnce? I
know 1t is difficult, efpecially in great ci-
ties: But, I am fure, it is landable, and de-
ferves to be attempted. * This you may de-
pend upon, that moft men are highly plea-
{fed to obfetve fuch economical talents in a
young woman; and thofe talents in one that
is married will {carce ever iail to animate
the application, excite the generofity, and
heighten the confidence of a hufband. The
ContRIy sl tcourages and difgufts beyond
expreifion; I mean, where the hufband has
any f{obriety or any prudence. ‘The follies
infeparable from profufion, and the miferies
daily produced by it, I do not pretend to
enumeraiz. A moment’s confideration will
convince von, that it is always unwife, and
muit be generally dellru&tive.

Next

3
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Next to dire& profufion is that indifpofi-
tion to family-affairs, which too commonly
follows on habits of diflipation contra@ed
early. A young woman who has turned
her thoughts to thofe matters in her fa-
ther’s houfe, or any other where Provi-
dence may have difpofed her lot, and who
has been accuftomed to acquit herfelf well
in any lefler department entrufted to her
care, will afterwards, when her province is
enlarged, {lide into the duties of it with
readinefs and pleafure. The particulars
have already pafled through her mind.
The different {cenes, as they rife, will not
difconcert her, Being acquainted with the
leading rules, and having had fome oppor-
tunities of applying them, or of feeing them
applied, her own good fenfe will dictate the
reft, and render eafy and agreeable to her

+ that which, to a modi{h lady, is all ftrange,

perplexing, and irkfome. How ftrong the
contraft! Who does not perceive where the
preference is dué?

Hear what a mafterly writer, who feems
to have been well acousinted with the
world, and particularly with the commer-
cial part of it, has advanced on this head in
his advice to a fon, where he is dire@ing

Vol. I, d Him
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him as to the choice of a wife: ¢ This bear
< alvmvs in mind, that, if the is not frugal,
¢ if the is not what is called a good 7a.
6 ﬂ(1g677 if fhe does not picue herfelf on
¢ her knowledge of family-affeirs, and lay-
¢ ing out her money to the beft advantage;
¢ Jet her ever be fo fweetly tempered,
¢ gracefi ully made, or elegantly accomplith-
¢ ed, the is no wife for a tradefman: and,”
he even adds, ¢ all thofe otherwife amxable
¢¢ talents will but open juit fo many ways
¢ to ruin.’”” After relating a little flory,
full of inflrwiion, he thus goes on, *“In
¢« fhort, remember your mother, who was
« fo e\:thte]y verfed in this art, that her
¢ drefs, her table, and every othex particu-
< lar, appeared rather {plendid than other«
¢t wife; and yet good houfewxfcr} was the
¢ foundation of all; and her bills, to my
s certain know ledrre, were a fourth lefs
¢ than moft of her nelghbours, who had
¢ hardly cleanlinefs to boaft, in return for
< their awkward prodigality.”

But, perhaps, you will tell me, that you
may never have occafion to exert fuch qua-
lities in any {phere of confequence. The
anfwer s obvious. As the future is un-
certain, you sught to acquire them in cale

-~
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| of need; befides that, in fa&, there is no

fitnation, where the general principles of
frugality' are not neceffary, on the fcore
both of difcretion and charity. In the
mean while, the acquifition will be honour-
able, and the ftudy ufeful. It not only
becomes your fex, but will employ your
minds innocently, and virtuoufly, at hours
which you might be tempted to fpend in a
very different manner. The fubjeé is not
intricate ; yet it admits of a confiderable
detail, and will take up fome time. The
learning to write a fair hand, and to caft
accounts with facility ; the looking into
the difpofitions and praftices of fervants ;
the informing yourfelves about the prices
of every thing needful for a family, toge-
ther with the beft methods, and proper-
elt feafons for providing it; the obferving
whatever relates to cleanlinefs and neatnefs
in the furniture and apartments of a houfe;
the underftanding how to deal with dome-
ftics, tradefmen, and others; above all, the
obtaining every poflible light with relation
to the nurfing, management, and education
of children thefe and f{uch like articles
will, if I miftake not, furnith ample fcope
for the exercife of your faculties in the

=l purfuit
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purfuit of what I have termed domeflic ac.
complifhments. Nor would 1 have you def.
pife any one of them as trivial or dull. Jf
they thould feem either, you muft give me
leave to fay, the fault is in you. If, on any
pretence whatever, you fhould aH'eEt to call
them fo, I fhould deem it a mark of—but
I forbear ; and, for your encouragement to
fuch application, would take notice, that
from what is thus neceflary and beneficial,
you may, time after time, pafs, with a
tranfition often 1mpercept1b1e, to what is
alfo pretty and entertaining. Which leads
me to fpeak,

In the fecond place, of the ELEGANT Ac-
compLISHMENTS I propofed to recommend.
Of thefe, all will be found confiftent with
Chriftian Sobriety, and feverally conducive
to it. Where morals are not in fome mea-
fare concern% the peculiar modes of an
age can occafion no material difference.
Some particulars, I am now to touch upon,
might not fuit that unfettled and pelfbcrted
ftate which the firft profeflors of Chuiftia-
nity were in, nor that diftinguifhed { evcmty
of manners which would naturally arife out
of fuch a condition, as well as out of their
late feparation from Paganifm; and yet,
’ : tho[g
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things may be no way improper in a Chri-
ftian Woman of thefr times, when religion
is eftabliflied, when property is fecured, and
when the prevalence of a 1y{’um fuprcme]y
benevolent has nothing to fear from a jea-
lous policy, or a bigotted priefthood.

To begin with that exercife which wo~
men appear almoft univerfally fond of, but
which fcrupulous mindshave ufually thought
exceptionable. For my own part, I muft
acknowledgé, I can fee no reafon againft
the moderate and difcreet ufe of DANCING.
“To every thing,” fays Solomon, * there
“is a feafon, and a time to every purpofe
¢ under Heaven :”———amongft the reft
— a time to dance.”” Even thofe purfuits
which all approve,® and approve moft high-
ly, may be abufed. Nothing is exempt
from fnares; but one of the wortt is a dif-
pofition to be peevifh, illiberal, and unfoci-
able. In the Jewifh inftitution, itis well
known, the exercife in queftion was adopt-
ed into religious worthip itfelf. It is yet
more remarkable, that, in the parable of
the prodigal fon, our Saviour mentions
dancing, as making a part of the friendly
and honeft feflivity indulged on his return.
The fingle inftance recorded in the New

L 3 Teftaw

Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt
:3-13641/fragment/page=0189




186 SErMoONS To Ser. V7,

Teftament, where it was perverted to a
pernicious purpofe, has been weakly urged
againft a pratice, that, ufed with temper-
ance and prudence, is certainly adapted to
promote health and good humour, a focial
ipirit, and kind affeions between the fexes,
with that eafy graceful carriage, to which
Nature has annexed very pleafing percep-~
tions in the beholders.

With refpeét to this laft, it feems to me,
that there can be no impropriety in it, any
more than in modulating the voice into the
molt agrecable tones in finging ; which none,
I think, will objett to. What is dancing,
in the beft fenfe, but the harmony of me-
tion rendered more palpable? Awkward-
nefs, rufticity, ungraceful geftures, can ne-
ver, {urelyv, be meritorious? It is the obfer-
vation of a celebrated philofopher, who was
deeply fkilled on"moft fubjes, that; « the
¢ principal part of beauty is a decent and
“ gracious motion.” Here, indeed, one can-
not help regretting, that this, which may be
confidered in fome meafure as the virtue of
the body, is not oftener feen in our coun-
try, as if the {ole defign of dancing was to
fupply the amufement of the hour. A mo-
deft but animated mein, an air at once un-

affected
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affected and noble, are doubtlefs circum-~
ftances of great attraGtion and delight.

I faid a Modeft Mein; for that muft ne-
ver be given up: And, on this account, I
own, I cannot much approve of a young
lady’s dancing often in public affemblies,
which, without a fingular guard, muft gra-
dually wear off that lovely bafhfulnefs fo
largely inculcated in a former difcourfe.
Private circles, confifting chiefly of friends
and relations, and where perfons of more
years than the younger performers are pre-
fent, I fhould efteem in every refpe& the
moft eligible, Where fuch precautions are
obferved, and this diverfion is not fuffered
to interfere with health, regularity, modeft
apparel, and prudent expence; I freely con~
fefs that I am one of thofe who can look on
with a very fenfible fatisfaction, well plea-
fed to fee a company of young people joy-
ful with innocence, and happy in each o-
ther. If an exercife fo fociable, and fo
enlivening, was to occupy fome part of that
time which is lavifhed on cards, wpuld the
youth of either fex be lofers by it? I think
not.

Having mentioned CARDS, I will ufe the
freedom, unpleafing as it may prove, or illy

Lg bred
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bred as it may feem, to offer a few plain re-
marks on the paflion for them, which is now
become fo firangely predominant, as to take
the lead of every thing elfe in almoft every
company of every rank. With many, in.
deed, it feems to be a calling, and, as a witty
author has obferved, ¢ a laborious one too,
“fuch as they toil night and day at; nay,
““do mnot allow themfelves that remiffion
¢ which the laws both of God and man
‘¢ have provided for the meaneft mechanic.
¢ The Sabbath is to them no day of reft;
““ but this trade goes on when all thops are
¢ fhut. I know not,” continues he, “ how
¢ they fatisfy thewfelves in fuch an habi-
 tual wafte of their time; but, I much
¢ doubt, that plea, whatfoever it is, which
¢ pafleth with them, will fcarée hold weight
““at his tribunal who hath commanded us
‘¢ to redeem, not to fling away our time.”
To the fame occupation, what numbers
facrifice their health and {pirits, with every
natural pleafure that depends on thefe,
not excepting even the comforts of frefh
air ; purfuing it in the country with the
fame unazbating ardour as in town, and to
all the beauty and {wectnefs of rural fcencs,
in the fineft feafon, pre erring the fuffoca-
ting
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ting atmofphere of perhaps a {mall apart-
ment, where they regularly every day, if
poffible, crowd round the card-table for
hours together. What negleé of bufinefs
and ftudy, what ruin of credit, of fortune, of
families, of connexions, of all that is valu-
able in this world, often follows the frenzy
I fpeak of, who can exprefs?

I will fuppofe, my fair hearers ! nay, I
do hope, that the demon of Avarice has not
yet taken pofleflion of your hearts. But, do
you know any thing fo likely to introduce
him, as the {pirit of Gaming? Is not this
laft a kindred fiend? and does not he, like
moft other tempters, advance by flow fteps,
and with a {miling afpect? Tell me, in fo-
ber fadnefs, what fecurity can you have,
that the love of play will not lead you to
the love of gnnmlo'

Between tucu,, I know, there is a diftinc-
tion. But,1s itnot a du”tmdlon, at beft, re-
fembling that between twilight and dark-
nels; and does not one fucceed the other al-
roft as naturally? The former at firft is
cheerful and ferene, retaining fome rays of
pleafantry and good humour? but, by little
and little, thefe difappear. A deq,e 1ng,
thalde ;J\”s place; till, at laft, every ema-

5 nation
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nation of mirth and good nature dying a-
way, all is involved in the gloom of anxi-
ety, fufpicion, envy, difguft, and every
dreadful paflion that lowrs in the train of
Covetoufnefs. I fay not, that this always
happens ; but, I afk again, What fecurity is
there, that it will not happen to you? Did
not every gamefter in the world, whether
male or female, begin jult where you do?
And, is it not probable, that many of that
infamous tribe had once as little zpprehen-
fion as you can have, of proceeding\to thofe
lengths to which they have fince run, thro’
the natural progrefs of vice, no where more
infatuating or more rapid than in this exe~
crable one ?

But, let us fuppofe the defire of winning
thould, in you, never rife to that rage which
agitates the breaft of many a fine lady, dif-
compofes thofe features, and inflames thofe
eyes, where nothing fhould be feen but foft
illumination. Are there not lower degrees
in the thirft of gain, which a liberal mind
would ever cavefully avoid? And, pray,
confider, when, either by fuperior fkill, or
What is called Jetier luck, you happen to
Rtrip her of money, of that money which it
is very poffible the can ill fpare, an acquaint-
ance,

198
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ance, a companion, a friend, one whom you
profefs at leaft to love and honour, perhaps
at the very moment to entertain with all
the {acred rites of hofpitality—1Is there no-
thing unkind, nothing fordid, in giving way
to that which draws after it fuch- confe-
quences > Is this the {pirit of friendlhip or
humanity Blefled God! how does the
paffion I condemn deprave the worthieft af-
fe@tions of nature; and how does that be-
witching power, the Fafhion of the times,
pervert even the beft underftandings, when
refigned to its impoftures !

Nor is it the laws of humanity and friend-
fhip only, that are tranfgreffed by the luft
of gaming. The fweet emotions of love and
tendernefs between the {exes are often fwal-
lowed up by this all-devouring appetite; an
appetite, which, perhaps, beyond any- thing
elfe, tends to harden and contract the heart,
at the fame time that the immoderate in-
dulgence of it excludes a thoufand little re-
ciprocations of fentiment and joy, which
would ferve to kindle and feed the flame of
virtuous affe@ions—How much converfa-
tion fuffers from it, who does not perceive?

Here, indeed, you will tell me with an
air of triumph, that it prevents a great dezi

L6 €
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of feandal. What then ! are your minds fo
unfurnithed, fo vacant, that without cards
you muft neceffarily fly to that wretched
refource? Creation, Providence, religion,
books, obfervation, fancy; do thefe prefent
fo narrow a field of entertainment, as to
force you on the alternative of preying ei-
ther on the reputation or on the property
of others ! But now, I recollett, while
you poflefs an art of fuch utility as this laft,
for filling up the blanks of difcourfe, as
well as for repairing the waftes of extra-
vagance, why fhould you give yourfelves
any trouble to read or think, to enlarge
your ideas, or improve your faculties, be-
yond the ufual ftandard? Surely the know-
ledge of the moft fafhionable game, of the
moft remarkable charatters; of the reign-
ing modes and amufements of the feafon,
with a few common-place compliments, re-
marks, and matters of fa&, but efpecially
fome paflages of private hiftory, told by way
of fecret to all the world, is quite fufficient,
by the help of a little vivacity which Na-
ture will fupply, to accomplith you for
every purpofe of modern fociety: Alas,
how poor is all this! How unworthy the
principal gttention of beings, made « but s
Isttle
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little lower than the angels,” and profefling
to believe in the communion of faints !

But are there not many general compa«
nies, in which it were impoflible to {pend a
long evening with any tolerable eafe or pro-
priety, but by borrowing afliftance from the
card-table? I grant it, as things are now;
and, when you are {o fituated, your comply-
ing with the occafion may be both allowable
and proper, provided the {ftakes are but tri-
fling, your tempers are not ruffled, and
what you win or lofe is agreed to be given
away in charity. By this means, perhaps,
you may « make to yourfelves friends of
“ the mammon of unrighteoufnefs.”

But tell me, I befeech you, where is the
neceflity of heing very often in general com-
penies ? Are thefe the feenes of true enjoy-
ment? What! where he heart cannot be
unfolded ; where the underftanding has lit-
tle or no play; where all is referve, cere-
mony, fhew; where the fmile of complai-
fance is frequently put on to deceive, and
even the warmeft profeflions of regard are
fometimes made the “ cloke of maliciouf-
semefsin

There is not, methinks, any thing more
contemptible, or more to be pitied, than

that
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that turn of mind, which, finding no enter-
tainment in itfelf, none at home, none in
books, none in a rational converfation, nor
in the intercourfes of real friendfhip, nor
in ingenious works of any kind, is continu-
w'ly fecking to ftifle refletion in a tumult
of pleafures, and to divert weasinefs in a
crowd. :

“But can it be fuppofed that, even in
“ more private meetings, people fhould be
“always able to pafs the time without
“cards ?” You ought to fpeak more plain,
and fay, to Kill the time; for that is com-
monly the cafe. By the moft favourable
reckoning, the greateft part of thofe hours
that are devoted to play is loft. That
which was begun for amufement is length-
ened out to fatigue. No one improving or
generous idea is circulated; no one happy
or folacing recolleQion is fecured. The
whole is to be {et down as a large portion of
the {pan of life cut off without advantage,
and without fatisfaltion, as far as virtue or
reafon is concerned.

¢ What then thall we do when together?”
Do! Why, converfe, or hold your tongucs,
as good fenfe and unaffe@ed nature prompt
to either, Do! Why, work, read, fing,
dance
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dance, laugh, and look grave by turns, as
occafion ferves ; any thing in the world that
is innocent, rather than eternal play. For
perfons in 2ll the gaiety of health, and
fprightlinefs of youth; perfons not relaxed
by infirmity, or exhaufted by bufinefs? per-
fons with numberlefs fources of delight laid
open to them, and every natural relifh live-
ly and firong—for them to be at a lofs how
to fpend a fingle evening without cards,
what a degradation of the human mind !
Willing to corrcborate an argument,
which to me appears of fuch importance, I
will avail myfelf of the words of a writer
now living, who is not lefs refpeétable for
the force, than for the morality of his pen.
Complaining of the fatal paffion for play,
e mentions, among other mifchiefs to which
it leads, its tendency “ to deftroy all diftine-
« tions both of rank and fex; to crufh all
¢ emulation but that of fraud ; to confound
¢ the world in a chaos of folly; to with=
¢ hold you from its natural pleafures, de-
« prive wit of its influence; and beauty of
& its charms; to extinguiin the flames of
¢ the lover, as well as of the patriot; to
¢ fink life into a tedious uniformity, and to
& allow it no other hopes or fears but thofe
¢ 0
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““ of robbing and being robbed.” He adds,
in the fame animated ftyle, ¢ That if thofe
¢ of your fex who have minds capable of
“ nobler fentiments, will unite in vindica-
‘¢ tion of their pleafures and their preroga-
“ tives, they may fix a time at which cards
¢¢ fhall ceafe to be in fafhion, or be left onl
¢ to thofe who have necither beauty to he
““loved, nor fpirit to be feared ; neither
“ knowledge to teach, nor modefty to learn;
¢ and who, having paffed their youth in
“ vice, are juftly condemned to pend their
¢ age in folly.”

But I préceed to a more agreeable tafk,
that of recommending, in the next place,
thofe ingenious works mentioned 2 little
while ago.

As to NEEDLE-WORK in particular, we
find it fpoken of in Scripture with commen-
dation. Its beauty and advantages are uni-
verfally apparent. It was praétifed by la-
dies formerly, and ladies of the firlk rank,
much more than it is at prefent. They, in-
deed, had much more leifure than moft of

their pofterity. They were fimple enough, -

I fuppofe, to be in love with home, and to
feek their happinefs in their duty. Of that
duty, they confidered diligence as a part;

nor
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nor does it appear to have in the leaft eramp-
ed their imaginations. Of their fkill, in
this way, we have feen very laudable mo-
suments. They only wanted inftruétion in
the principles of the fine arts, to give their
performances a jufter tafte. At any rate,
their time would, by fach means, pafs away
more pleafantly. They would be under lit-
tle temptation of wandering abroad; conie-
quendy they would efcape infinite {nares and
inconveniencies. Then, too, private convex-
fation would be cultivated on a much more
rational footing; and many a pleafing dil-
cuffion would arife on the fubjeé of their
various produ@ions. Their fancies, called
forth by a thoufand prettinefles, and kept
up by the fpirit of elegant emulation, would,
of courfe, be polithed and exalted. -This,
I believe, will be found true, that thofe fe-
males of the prefent age, who have refo-
lution enough to copy fo antiquated an ex-
ample, feldom fail to prove the moft enter-
taining companions.

I once knew a lady, noble by birth, but
more noble by her virtues, who never fat
idle in company, unlefs when compelled to
it by the punctilio of ceremony, which the
took care thould happea as tarcly as pofli-

le.
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ble. Being a perfe& miftrefs of her needle,
and having an excellent tafte in that, as in
many other things, her manner, whether
.at home, or abroad with her friends, (for
friends {he had, though a lady of fafhion
and bred at court,) was to be conftantly en-
gaged in working fomething ufeful, or fome-
thing beautiful ; at the fame time that fhe

- affifted in fupporting the converfation, with
an attention and capacity which I have ne-
ver {een exceeded. For the fake of variety
and improvement, when in her own houfe,
fome one of the company would often read
aloud, while the and her female vifitauts
were thus employed. I muft add, that du-
ring an intimate acquaintance of feveral
years, I do not remember to have feen her
once driven to the polite neceflity of either
winning or lofing money at play, and ma-
king her guefts defray the expence of the
entertainment,

Permit me, before I difmifs this article,
to offer a hint or two, that may not be un-
worthy your obfervation. Inftead of that
minute and laborious kind of work, which
is often prattifed by young ladies, I fhould
think that {lighter and freer patterns would,
for the moit part, be greatly preferable.

The
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The fight would be in no danger of being
firained ; much lefs time would be required
to finifh them; and, when finithed, they
would produce a much better effect. They
would give, beyond comparifon, more fcope
to the imagination ; they would exhibit an
eafe, a.gracefulnefs, and a flow that ought
to enter, as much as poffible, into all works
of tafte; and as they would admit a far
greater multiplicity of ornament, fo like-
wife the purpofe of utility would be pro-
moted in a higher degree.

The bufinefs of suapING with the needle
is now, comparatively, {feldom thought of
but at {chool, where it is frequently taught
in a paultry, and always ina gefe&ive man-
ner, though certainly deferving a particular
attention. The difpofition, harmony, and
mixing of colours in this way, afford one
of the fineft exercifes to female genius, and
one of the moft amufing that can be ima-
gined; befides that fuch produtions are the
moft permanent. :

But the truth is, nothing complete or di~
ftinguifhing in thofe attempts can be expect-
ed, while the proper foundation 1s fo gene-
rally omitted to be laid; I mean DRAWING,
which is, A

: The
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The third accomplithment I would take
the liberty to inculcate. That many more
young ladies would be found qualified for
fuch a ftudy than is ufually apprehended, I
cannot doubt. Several, I am certair, have
applied to it with the greateft fuccefs and
pleafure, who, before they began, did not
promife themfelves the leaft. It is truly
furprifing, that fo few of our more intelii-
gent females thould fhew a defire of being
mftrutted in fo pleafing an art, at a time
too when it is to be learned with fuch ad-
vantage and encouragement.

None can be ignorant, that the principles
and practice of drawing were never under-
ftood amongft us to the height they are at
prefent; owing chiefly to the patronage of
a fociety, that reflefts the greateft credit on
this country, and on this age. But here ju-
ftice to your fex demands an acknowledge-
ment, which we joyfully make, that feveral
honorary rewards have been moft deferved-
ly gained by young ladies of rank and cha-
racter for {pecimens of ingenuity, which, it
is to be hoped, their grand-children will one
day mention and emulate with honeft pride.

If fuch of you, my amiable hearers, as
are in a fituation to try, whether Nature has
given
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given you talents for this beautiful accom-
plifhment, would fairly make the effay, you
might very probably open to yourfelves and
to your friends, a {pring of entertainment
that would never run dry ; that would con-
tribute to improve while it delighted you,
by adding to your ideas of elegance and
grace; that would prevent many 2 folly,
and many a fin which proceed from idlenefs
and, be no hurt, if I add, that would! prove
the means of future fupport, fhould it pleafe
the fupreme Wifdom to reduce you to 2
ftate of dependence.

There are other pretty works extremely
proper for female hands, which I need not
{pecify here, fince {overal of the remarks
already made, will, 1 prefume, be applicable
to them. Let it fuffice to fay, in general,
that whatever is genteel, and whatever is
ufeful, fuch occupations fhould always claim
your regard, when you have leifure and ca-
pacity. The former you will feldom want,
if you have learnt to portion out your time
with judgment; and, in the latter, you
ought never to pronounce yourfclves defec-
tive, before you have honeftly tried.

The laft accomplifhment of the elegant
kind, which I {hall mention, is MUsic. Lhis,

’ 1 con-
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I conceive, is to be recommended with more
difcrimination than the reft, how much fo-
ever fuch a notion may contradiét the pre-
vailing opinion. There are young ladies,
indeed, who, without any particular advan-
tage of a natural ear or good voice, have,
by means of circumiftances peculiarly fa-
vourable, made great proficiency in mufic;
but then, they have made it at a vaft ex-
pence of time and application; fuch as no
woman ought to beftow upon an objed, to
which fhe is not carried by the irrefiftible
impulfe of genius.

In many other arts, it is poffible for ori-
ginal talents to lie dormant, till called up by
afliduity or accident; but where there is a
ftrong propenfion to thls, it will, I imagine,
hardly forbear to burft out, by means of the
tranfcendent pleafure derived from it on all
occafions. If it does not, if even the beft
mufic can be heard without a degree of de-
light bordering on tranfport; either the
praétice will never rewar(fpthe pains necef-
fary for acquiring it; or, there being no na-
tive vein of e\{cellence in that way, it will,
as it has been commonly obferved, be d1fcon-
tinued on a change of condition ; in which
erfe, you lofe the lsbour of years, thag
might
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might have been direfted with lafting be-
nefit unto fome other channel.

Be this as it may, you will readily allow,
that for a young lady who has no turn for
the ftudy I am {peaking of, to be condemned
both to mortify herfelf, and to punifh her
acquaintance, by murdering every leffon put
irito her hands, is a very awkward fituation,
however much her mafter may, for the fake
of his craft, flatter her and her friends; af-
furing them, perhaps, with an air of great
folemnity, that he never had a better {cho-
lar in all his life. If fhe whofe attainments
in this kind are but indifferent, could be
contented to amufe herfelf, and thofe of her
own family, now and then, with an air that
happencd to pleafe them, it were well ; but,
how does a judicious hearer blufh for the
poor beginner, when fet down by the com-
mand of a fond parent, to entertain perhaps
a large company, as we have often feen,
with performing that, of which fhe fcarce
knows the very rudiments ; while all is dif-
appointment on their part, and, if the has
any underftanding, eonfufion on hers ;

Is the preacher then any enemy to mufic?
Much the reverfe, Where there is a real
genius for it, improved by art, and regula~

ted
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ted by fentiment, nothing furely can be
more charming, or more aﬁ‘e’&mg Its im-
portance. in the ancient Jewith worthip is
well known. Of its beauty and ufefulnefs
in our churches, when conduéed in a man-
ner fuitable to its facred purpofe, and not
proftituted to levity, or perverted by often-
tation, I am not infenfible. TIts influence in
all ages and nations ftands univerfally cen-
fefled. It is founded, indeed, in fome of the

ftrongeft perceptions of Nature, wherever:

fhe has feen fit to confer a lively fenfibility
to the melody of founds.

But how much is it to be regretted, that
this wonderfnl charm of melody, properly
fo called, together with the whole merit of

expreflion, fhould be facrificed, as we fre--

quently find, to the proud but poor affecta-
tion of mere trick and execution; that, in-
ftead of rendering the various comLiuatious
of founds a powerful inftrument of touch-
ing the heart, exciting agreeable emotions,
or allayi ing uncafy fenfdnons, as in the days
of old, it fhould be generally degraded into
an idle amufement, devoid of dignity, de-
void of meaning, aLialutely devoid oi any
one ingredient that can infpire deli ;,xxtful
ideas, or engage unaffefted applaufe! What

lover
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Ser. V1. Younc WoMEN. 20§
lover of this enchanting art. but muft la-
ment, that the moit infipid fong which can
difgrace it, is no fooner heard in places of
public entertainment, than every young lady
who has learned the common notes, 1s im=~
mediately taught to repeat it in a manner
ftill more infipid: while the moft fublime
and interefting compofitions, where fimpli-
city and greatnefs unite, are feldom or ne-
ver thought of in her cafe; as if the female
mind were incapable of relifhing any thing
grave, pathetic, or exalted ! St

Let me here call on every mufical {pirit
of your fex, to aflert the rights of good
fenfe ; and to infift, that thofe -who are en-
trufted with this branch of their education,
fhzll pot fail to introduce them, as early
as poffible, into an acquaintance with what-
ever is moft beautiful and noble in fhe ag-
ticle of melody. The more thorough know-
ledge of harmony may come afterwards, if
you are ambitious of advancing fo far. In
the mean time, you will have the fatisfac-
tion of pleafing the beft judges, and of en-
tertaining yourfelves with fuch pieces as,
while the words to which they are {et, con-
vey no fentiments but what are elevated cr
virtuous, fhall ferve to refine and enliven

Vol. I, M your
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your thoughts, to raife your fpirits into
joy, or compofe them into fweetnefs; and,
on chofen occafions, by the diviner ftrains
of folemn mufic, to lift your hearts to Hea-
ven, prove a kind of prelude to the airs
of Paradife, and prepare you for joining
the choir of angels, :

ats- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt
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SERMON VII.

On Female Virtue, with Intel-
le¢tual Accomplifhments.

1 Tim. ii. 8, 0.

I willewmem-that avomen adorn themfelves with Sobrietys

Prov. iv. 3, 6, 8, 9.

Get Wifdom, get Underftanding.-------- Forfake her not,
and fhe fball preferve thee i----love bers and fhe fhakl
keep theei—-- alt her, and [he fball promote thees
------ She fball give to thy head an ornament of grace :
a crown of glory fhall fle deliver to thee.

INa country like this, where there is cer~
tainly a native fund of good fenfe, where
fciences and arts are widely cultivated,
where works of genius and tafte in every
kind are allowed to abound ; is it not fome-
what ftrange, that the common ftyle of con~
verfation fhould be fo little infiruéive or
entertaining ? How feldom do we fall into
a cempany, in which we learn any thing

M2 ufeful,
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tfeful, or hear any thing whatever above
the rate of the multitude; fuch as low jefts;
vulgar conceits, incoherent difputation; or
impertinent tattle? How very feldom does
2 fenfible man cori¢ away from the vifit of
an evening, delighted with his manner of
fpending it? One who has converfed only
with a fmall circle of ingeénious friends, will
hardly conceive what a frivolous, what a
piteous thing, the ordinary run of company
appears to an intelligent byftander.

‘The favourite tommunications of men of
pleafure are beyond defcription corrupt and
grovelling, with fcarce any diverfity. Thofe
of gay aflemblies are the quintéffence of dul-
nefs and diffimulation ; except only that the
firt is fometimes tinctured with a few
{prinklings of fmartnefs; and the laft always
concealed under the {pecious colours of ci-
vility. As to the bufy, and learned, and
the grave; the greater part are no fooner
releafed from their refpe@ive purfuits, than
they throw themfelves loofe into a liftlefs-
nefs of difpofition, that wanders with impa-
tience in queft of public diverfion, or dif-
fifes itfelf in private through the vacuity
of idle talk; as if there were no medium
between ferioufnefs and folly, or as if peo-

y ; plé
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ple could not find relief from the ftretch of
application, in the agreeable unbendings of
moderate amufement and rational difcourfe.
In fhort, if we want to find a converfation
enlivened with a variety and fpirit, enlight-
ened by intelligence, and tempered by po-
litenefls, we muft feek for it amongft a few
men, who join fentiment to knowledge, and
a few women, who join knowledge to vi-
vacity.

That the number of thefe fhould be fo
{mall, compared with the untaught and the
ungoverned Many, is furf;]y matter of la-
mentation. To what {hall we chiefly im-
pute it? To what elfe, but to that whirl of
diflipation, which, like fome mighty vortex,
has {wallowed up in 2 manner all conditions
andcharatters? That the young indeed fhould
be often carried down the ftream, till they
fink into infignificance, is not much to be
wondered at, how much foever it is to be
regretted. But, alas! they do not always
flop there: From what is trivial, how eafy
the tranfition to what is mean! How quick
the defcent from thoughtleffuefs to vice?
Nothing, perhaps, requires better fenfe, or
a {triter guard than to trifle without be-
ing foolith, ar to be frolicfome without fin,

M 3 They
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They that would hold faft their righteouf-
nefs, and not depart from the decorum gof
their charader, cannot be too careful to re-
gulate their converfation; as well as their
condudt, by the gredt law of refleétion,-and
in the hour of gaity itfelf, not to lofe fight
of wildom. But how fhould this be ex-
pected, where the mind is wholly unimpro-
ved, where no internal refources are {ecured
in the days of youth; but all is left to Na-
ture neglected by education, and warped hy
Fafhion; or to the feanty fupplies which
comnany, news, and accidents afford !

What T wouldnow therefore labour is,
with the help of God, to perfuade you, my
fair auditory, to enrich and adorn your un-
deritandings with fuch attainments, as thall
render you not only lefs dependent on ex-
ternal amufements and empty gratifications;
but more fuperior to every thing corrupt-
ing and dangerous: fuch as fhail entertain
and edify you at the fame tinie, enable you
to enjoy folitude; and qualify you to fhine
in converfation, even without defigning it,
to infpire a mixture of complacence and re-
ipect; in fine, to unite decency and fenfe
with mirth and joy. Thus would T ftill
€adeavour to promote that fpirit of Chri-
{tianx
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ftian Sobriety which our Apoftle inculcates,
and by the fame means centribute to the fe-
licity and dignity ef your fex.

The paflage from the Proverbs, which I
have read to you, by way of a fecond text,
requires no commentary ; and indeed I know
none that could do it juftice. As it s, it
muft ftrike you at once with its fimpli-
city, tendernefs, and fublimity. The wif=
dom or underftanding, fo beantifully per-
{onified by Solomon, is no deubt to be
vonfidered chiefly as reprefenting religion,
which is certainly the higheft exercife of
our rational powers. But I fee no reafon
for conceiving it to reprefent that only. In
inany. parts of his writings it is manifeftly
ufed to fignify MENTAL IMPROVEMENTS, in
the proper fenfe of the phrafe; noris there
any thing faid of it here, which will not in
one degree or another hold trite of thefe;
when under right diretion; befides thet,
in faf, the cultivation of thofe powers to
every valuable purpofe, is unqueftionably a
duty which we bwe to their Author. That
the exhortation is addrefled by our infpired
writer to a male fcholar, whom in the man=-
per of Eaftern teachers he calls his fom,
makes no effential difference in the fpirit of

: his
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his dottrine, as I hope will appear from the
fequel.

The degree of thofe Intelle®tual Accom-
plifhments which your fex thould aim at, I
pretend not to determine. That muft de-
pend on the capacities, opportunities, and
encouragements, which you feverally en-
joy. With regard to all thefe, however,
this may be faid in general, that they are
better, and more than many of you feem
folicitous to improve.

As to the firft, indeed, I feruple not to
declare my opinion, that Nature appears
to have formed the faculties of your fex
for the moft part with lefs vigour than
thofe of ours; obferving the fame diftine-
tion here, as in the more delicate frame of
your bodies. Exceptions we readily ad-
mit, and fuch as do the individuals great
honour in thofe particular walks of excel-
lence, wherein they have been diftinguifhed.
But you yourfelves, I think, will allow,
that war, commerce, politics, exercifes of
ftrength and dexterity, abitra& philofophy,
and all the abftrufer {ciences, are moft pro-
perly the province of men. I am fure thole
mafculine women that would plead for your
fharing any part of this province equally
- with
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with us, do not underftand your true in-
terefts. There is an influence; there is ah
empire which belongs to you, and which I
wifh you ever to poflefs: I mean that which
has the heart for its object; and which is fe=
cured by meeknefs and modefty, by foft at=
traction and virtuous love.

But now I muft add; that your power in
this way will receive a large acceflion from
the culture of your minds, in the more ele-
gant and polifhed branches of knowledge.
When I fay fo, I would by no means infi-
nuate, that you are not capable of the ju-
dicious and the folid, in {uch proportion as
is fuited to your deftination in life. This,
T apprehend, does not require reafoning or
accuracy, fo much as obfervation and dif-
cernment. Your bufinefs; chiefly, is to
read men, in order to make yourfelves as
greeable and wufeful. Tt is not the argu-
tnentative but the fentimental talents, which
give you that infight and thofe openings into
the human heart, that lead to your principal
ends as women. Neverthelefs, in this ftudy,

ou may derive great affiftance from books.
ithout them, indeed, your progrefs in it
will be partial and confined. Neither are
Fou to attach yourfelves wholly to this
ftudy,
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fludy important as it is, and grateful as you

may find it. Whatever kinds of reading
may contribute to your general improve-
ment and fatisfaétion, as reafonable beings
defigned for fociety, virtue, and religion, will
deferve your attentive regard. Suffer me
to enter a little into the detail. And,

Firft, I would obierve, that HisTORY, in
which I include BrocrRAPHY and MEMOIRS,
ought to employ a confiderable fhare of your
leifure. Thofe piftures which it exhibits, of
the paflions operating in real life and genu-
ine charaers; of virtues to be imitated,
and of vices to be thunned ; of the effe@s of
both on fociety and individuals ; of the mu-
tability of human affairs ; of the condué of
divine providence; of the great confequences
that often arife from little events; of the
weaknefs of power, and the wanderings of
prudence in mortal men ; with the {fudden,
unexpeéted, frequently unaccountable revo-
lutions, that dafh triumphant wickednefs, or
difappoint prefumptuous hope ;—the pic-
ture, I fay, which hiftory exhibits of all
thefe, have been ever reckoned by the beft
judges amongft the richeft fources of in-
{truction and entertainment.

On both accounts, we would alfo recom-
mend
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mend books' of VOYAGEs and TRAVELS; 2
favourite ftudy of the celebrated Mr Locke.
How amazing to curiofity ! How enlarging
to our profpe&ts of mankind! How condu-
cive to cure the contratted prepofleflions of
national pride, and withal to infpire grati~
tude for the peculiar bleflings beftowed upon
our country ; to excite on one fide pity to-
wards the many millions of human beings
left by myfterioug Heaven in ignorance and
barbarity, and to beget on the other admira-
tion of the virtues and abilities difplayed by
numbers of thefe under all the difadvanta-
ges that tend to darken and overwhelm them.
Here too we may mentidbn GEOGRAPHY;
as clofely connefted with both the former ;
as often ufeful in converfation ; and in which
a competent fkill may be acquired with lit-

tle application, but much amufement.
Thefe feveral ftudies, to which may be
added the principal facts, or great outlines of
ASTRONOMY, are beautiful; and they are im-
proving. Some of them prefent the moft in-
terefting fcenes ; all contain the moft pleafing
difcoveries. They open and enlarge the
mind ; they dilate and humanize the heart ;
they remind us that we are citizens of the
yniverfe ; they thew us how {mall the part
: thag
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that we fill in the immenfe orb of being,
Amidft the amplitude of fuch contempla-
tions, fuperfluous trifles fhrink away;
wealth and grandeur hide their diminifh-
“ ed heads ;”” a generous ambition rifes in
the thoughtful mind, to improve itfelf to
the all-infpedting eye of Him to whom none
of his works are indifferent, but to whom
thofe only can be acceptable, that_, under the
uncertainty and imperfeétion of {ublunary
things feek their fecurity, happinefs, and
glory, in doing well.

Permit mg to afk, whence it proceeds that
ftudies like thefe are neglected by the gene-
rality of your fex? Is it becaule they are
not circulated to enflame the fancy, or flat-
ter the paffions; or becaufe to relifh them to
purpofe, requires fome degree of folidity and
judgment ?—But did not I fay, that there
were thofe amongft you who are no way de-
ficient in thefe latter qualities ? I did; and
therefore pleafe myfelf with the hope, that
the hints now offered may imprint conviction
onfuch, where there has been an omiffion, and
encourage perfeverance where there is notéi

As to works of imagination, it 1s allowe
on all hands, that the female mind is difpofed
to he peculiarly fond of them; and furely
where
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where blended with inftru&ion, fo as to be
rendered more immediately fubfervient to it,
they haveaparticularclaimto yourattention,

In this view, we muft not forget to recom-
mend FABLES, VISIONS, ALLEGORIES, and
fuch like compofitions, where F ancy f{pouts
under the controul of Reafon; prRAMATIG
wrITINGS alfo, where truth of cha-aers
and purity of thought are preferved ; (of
thefe laft how inconfiderable the number 9
poETRY of all kinds, where a ftriék regard is
paid to decorum, but chiefly of the fubli-
mer forms, where Nature, Virtue, Religicn,
are painted and embellithed with all the
beauty of a chafte yet elevated imagination,
What a field is here opened within the
reach, and adapted to the turn of female fa-
cultiecs ! What a profufion of intelleGtual
ornament is {pread before you, for memory
to colle@t, and for reflettion to work upon!
How many fprightly, delightful, and lofty
ideas do here pafs before the mental eye, all
drefled in the brighteft colours! How
firangely inexcufable muft thofe be, whe
cemplain at any time of want of amufement,
when the genius and iinvention of every illu-
minated age have taken {uch happy pains
to fupply the ncbleft !

¥ol. L. N I fay
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I {ay nothing now of novels and romances,
having had occafion to fpeak of them fo large-
Iyin a former difcourfe. But I muifl not
omit to recommend thofe admirable produc-
tions of the prefent century, which turn
principally on the two great hinges of fenti-
ment and charafer: joining deleription to
precept, and prefenting in particular the
moft animated ‘ketches of modern manners,
where the likenefs is caught warm from
life ; while the powers of fancy, wit, and
judgment combine to expofe vice and folly,
to enforce reformation, and, in fhort, but
fpirited, effays, to convey the rules of do-
meftic wifdom and daily condué. I need
not here name the Spefator, or thofe who
have followed him with various fuccefs in
the fame attack ; many of them ingenious,
fome of them mafterly writers. How much
are both fex indebted to their elegant pens,
for a fpecies of inftruction better fitted per-
haps than moft others of -human device, to
delight and improve at the fame moment ;
fuch is its extent, its diverfity, its familiari-
ty, its eafe, its playful manner, its immedi-
ate reference to fcenes and circumitance,
with which we are every day converfant !

Works of this kind are peculiarly calcu-
lated
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lated to allure the lively and the gay, who
are mot yet delivered over to. licentiouf-
nefs.  Hardly indeed will girls, for inftance,
whe mean no ill, but whofe fancies are all a-
five and reftlefs, fubmit to have their un-
derflandings attired at Wifdom’s glafs ; if
lovely forms and fmiling images are not of-
ten reflefied from thence, to detain the eye,
and captivate the heart, in fad, none of you,
my dear hearers, can be too well acquainted
with thofe approved maiters of life, thofe
able teachers of decorum, thofe fingularly
fuccefsful painters of truth and morality.
Let me advife you to dwell on their picures,
to imbibe their fentiments, to replenifh your
minds with that inexhaufted fund of ftories
and examples which they have furnifthed.
You cannot fail of improving under fuch

‘tators. They too will provide you with a

touchftone, by which to judge of other
writings, and while you are fearching « for
“ knowledge as for hidden treafures,” to fe-
parate between the pure ore and the alloy.

I thould not on this occafion do juftice to
your fex, if I did not fay, that fuch books
as thofe lait mentioned are, in a particular
degree, proportioned to the fcope of your
eapacitics. Of this I am certain, that 4-

N2 mong
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mong fenfible women I have difcovered an
uncomron penetration in what relates to
charallers, an uncommon dexterity in hit-
ting them off thro’ their feveral fpecific di-
{tintions, and even nicer difcriminations, to-
gether with a race of fancy, and a fund of
what may be ftriitly termed fentiment, or
a pathetic manner of thinking, which I have
not fo frequently met with in men. It{hould
feem, that Nature, by her liberality to the
female mind, in thefe refpeés, has feen fit
to compenfate what has been judged a de-
fet in the point of depth and force ; and a
real defect I believe it is, if eftimated abfo-
lutely. If eftimated with a due regard to
the defign and formation of the fex, it onght
to be confidered as no defect at all.

I have already hinted, that to men and
women the Almighty has alloted very dif-
ferent provinces, on the filling of which
with fuitable kinds of ability and excellence
depends, under his conduét, the proper per-
feftion and welfare of each. In all I have
faid, therefore, or may yet fay, concerning
Female Accomplifhments, I would be 1till
underftood by you as recommending what
is refined 1n ftudy, and ufeful in the milder
modeg of life; not what is profound in the
former
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former, or of no meterial advantage in the
latter. This hinders not, however, but that
thofe ladies, whom Nature not confining
herfelf to her cuftomary operations, has en-
dowed with any fingle firength of genius,
may, if favoured alfo by their fituation, give
way to that original bent, by profecuting
{evere ftudies to every prudent length: I
fay to every prudent length. For fhould
they puth their application fo far as to hurt
their more tender health, to hinder thofe fa-
mily duties for which the fex are chiefly in-
tended, or to impare thofe fofter graces that
give them their higheft luftre ; nothing, I
think, can be more apparent than that, in
fuch cafes, they would relinquifh their juft
fphere, for one much lefs amiable, and much
lefs beneficial. But neither from this, nor
from what was advanced immediately before,
does it follow, that in what relates to the
requifitions of the mind, women in general
may not purfue ftudies that are folid, as
well as entertaining; which leads me to add,
In the next place, that the moft obvious
branches both of NATURAL and MORAL PHI-
rosopHY fhould engage fome portion of your
time. That they are {o feldom, and fo {light-
ly thought of, you muft allow me to fay, is
N3 ? me-
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@ melancholy refleétion: Does Creation,
thro’ her infinitely extended, and infinitely
diverfified feenery, difplay innumerable
wonders ? Have thefe been traced with fkill
and accuracy, by many learned, and many
laborious hands ! Are they laid open to you,
and almoft preffed upon you from every
quarter? For of natural philofophy I con-
fider natural hiftory as a part. And can
you with a giddy eye turn away from this
glorious {pectacle, to gaze on the meaneft
crnament of beauty, or the fillieft pageant
of vanity ; thus poorly, not to fay impi-
oully, proftituting that admiration which
ought to be confecrated chiefly to the works
of your all-perfe@ Creator?

Are the great and eternal obligations of
Confcience, the maxims of a wife and wor-
thy behaviour, the duties you owe to the
Supreme of Beings, to your fellow-crea-
tures, and yourfelves, the rules neceflary for
the government of your own minds in par-
ticular, or for the management of thofe
that may be hereafter committed to your
care ; are thefe mighty confiderations, uns
folded and enforced as they have been with
equal clearnefs and eloquence by various
writers.—Are thefe, I fay, matters of fo lit-
tle
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tle concern with you, that the adjufting fome
petty circumftance of drefs, ov the fettling
fome foolith party of plealure, fhall be pre-
ferred in almoft cvery cafe of competition,

Here, I muft confefs, it is difficult to re-
prefs the rifings of indignation. Here I can«
not deny, but the feelings of contempt, mix-
ed with thofe of compaflion, are in fome
danger of banithing the favourable ideas we
entertain of your fex, when feen in happier
points of light.—For fhame, ladies ! let not
this reproach reft on you any longer. Haft-
en to vindicate your reputation from the in-
famy of impestinence and norfenfe. Be
ambitious to demonftrate, by the moft fub-
ftantial proofs, that you are capable of bet-
ter things than the placing of a riband, or
adjufting an head-drefs : than the glittering
into an aflembly-room, or prattling at a tea-.
table. Be all ardonr to emulate thofe excel-
lent ones of your {ex, who, without affeting
to defpife any thing that is innocently fe- -
male, difcover in their converfation among .
their friends, a mind devoted to wifdom, .
and enobled by knowledge.

The duty and advantage of reading the
Scriptures, with a few bocks of the moft fe-
rious and devotional ftrain, I will take an-

N4 other
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other occafion to confider.—But, T think, I
hear you exclaiming, that, though God has
given you the capacities of intellectual im-
provement, men have denied you the oppor-
tunities of it. Let us therefore proceed to
examine how this matter ftands, which was
our fecond point. If your complaint is well
founded, you are certainly objeéts of pity,
inftead of blame. If the men, jealous cf
dominion, do really feek to deprefs the wo-
men, by keeping them in a ftate of igno-
rance, they are furely guilty of equal cruelty
and meannefs. But though the complaint
be a very common one, and very popular
with your fex, I muft take the liberty of
faying, that it appcars to me without any
foundation adequate to the bitternefs with
which it has been made, or to the keennefs
with which it has been propagated.

That your minds are often much neglect-
ed at home, that they are neglected perhaps
syet more at many boarding-fchools, we
readily admit, and heartily regret. But are
you neverthelefs defirous of knowledge?
Then, what fhould hinder you from attawing
it? Is there any law or-ftatute prohibiting
you, under fevere pains and penalties, to read
or to think, if you are fo minded? Books
“you
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you have, or may have, one very fubjeé that
15 proper for you. This is not a country
where thefe are fcarce; where Friendihip,
if permitted, will not fupply, or where Be-
nevolence, if afked, will not lend them.
You will be pleafed to remember too, that
the price of one expenfive gown, or of one
fhining toy, will at any time furnifh a little
Library ot the beft authors. Nor does it ap~
pear, that you are at a lofs to find as many
plays and novels as the moft infatiable avi-
dity can devour. But in fad, there are few
young ladies, who are not tolerably provi-
ded with books ufefnl as well as amufing ;
and in thofe, who are not under the necef-
fity of earning their bread, it is both an
1dle and unthankful pretence, to plead that
they want either opportunity or leifure for
any one ftudy befitting their fex.

Not to fpeak of the time that, with fo
much propriety, they might, and’that for fo
many reafons, they ought to redeem from
endiefs vifitings and other follies ; what is
there to prevent their reading alternately to
one another, when cuftom or conveniency
engages them at work together ? Such an
exercife would not only enlarge the ftock of
ideas in each individual, but alfo prefent

N materials
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materials on which their minds might ope-
rate, with an energy quickened by mutual’
exertion. “ As iron fharpereth iron, fo
¢« doth the face of 2 woman her friend.”
You cannot, my fair pupils, be offended,
that to {uit the quotation to the argument,
I fhould here read Woman for Man. - How
fmoothly have I feen thofe houss fleel away,
which were thus employed in a little ring
of intelligent femaics, all fweetly folicitons
to improve and be improved by each other!
By this means too ay Le acquired a very
valuable and pleafing accomplifiment, that
of READING WELL ; and to this caufe I pre-
fume, it is to be afcribed, in part at leaft,
that there are not a few women who pof-
fels it in no contemptible degrec; and that
there are fome who read delightfully.’ It is
likewife, in fome nieafure, probably owing
to that fine feeling of nature and of fenti-
ment, which may be {fuppofed to refult from
the delicacy of their organs. If in the ex.
ercife I fpeak of, they are often deficient
where force and vehemence are requifite, to
that very delicacy it is obvious to impute
it; and alfo perhaps to their running too
commonly into a monotony, which their
teachers
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teachers have not taken fufficient pains to
correct.

Having touched on this head, T will take
leave to remark by the way, that nothing,
as L apprehend, can be more erroneous than
to begin the ftudy of what may be termed
the ART of READING, with poetry chiefly.
For by the flow and harmony of the num-
bers, a learner is carried infenfibly into the
repetition of thofe mufical tones, that chance
"to feize the ear with particular delight;
from which the voice, once got into the fame
frain, cannot, without a ftruggle, perfuade
itfelf to break away: a principal fource of
the evil of monotony, where it has not
been contracted by bad example, and where
the fenfe of an author is underftocd or at-
tended to. Where it is not, the proper em-
phafis cannot be expeéted.

Now, to prevent or remedy this prevail-
ing evil, the moft likely method, I conec ive,
would be to begin with frequently reading
aloud thofe produdtions in profe of which
the ftyle is plain and eafy, fuch 2 unadorn-
ed Narrative, thort Stories, familiar Xpi-
ftles ; but principally thofe that approach
neareft to the language of converfation, fucl
as Dialogues, and the beft Dramatic Wrie

N6 tings%
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tings ; mixing for a confiderable time no-
thing that is verfified, and endeavouring to
fupport the voice with firmnefs and fimpli-
city, till you have formed a habit of fo do-
ing. Then by flow and almoft impercepti-
ble progreflion, you fhould advance to what
is more varied, rhetorical, and raifed: fuch
as Allegories, Orations, Moral and Religi-
ous Difcourfes, and Effays of the pathetic
kind, together with the moft beautiful and
elevated parts of Holy Writ; keeping to
thefe, till your voice has acquired flexibi-
lity, expreffion, and energy. After repeated
and patient efforts in this way, you may
proceed with fuccefs to reading and reciting
pieces of poetry, in different ftyles; fetting
out with thofe where there is leaft, and ri-
fing gradually to thofe where there is moft
of the tender, the impaffionated, and the fu-
blime. Need I add, that all this fhould be
prattifed in the frequent hearing, and un-
der the kind animadverfion, of an experi-
enced judge?

But, perhaps, you think the pra&ice too
laborious and troublefome. Do ye? Go,
thou trifler! and be afhamed of thy folly.
—To negle& the fiudy of thy native Eng-
lifh, the fkilful ufe of which, joined to fen~

: timent
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timent and knowledge, would render thy
converfation charming ; and yet contentedly
to puzzle thy filly head with learning a lit-
tle imperfeét French, which is a hundred to
one if ever thou fhalt have occafion to ufe.
—How prepofterous and futile! To the lan-
guage laft named I am no enemy: I only
blame its occupying fo large a place in the
female education of this country. For la-
dies of rank the fathion has made it necef-
fary; But what can be more ridiculous than
to fee our city girls, not excepting the daugh-
ters of plain tradefmen and honeft mecha-
nics, taught for years together, at great ex-
pence a fmattering of that, which, foon af-
ter they leaye the boardlng-f@hoo], is gene-
rally forgotten ; while they are left igno-
rant of the fuperior beauties and juft pro-
nunciation of their mother-tongue?

1 mention the exercife of RECITING VERSES.
With relation to this, I would only fay, that
I do not with a young woman to indulge it
in any company, that is not very private
and chofen indeed ; how much foever it is
to be defired, that fhe thould ftore her me-~
mory with fome of the moft feleét fenti-
ments, and ftriking defcriptions, from the
beft writers both in verfe and profe. |

On
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On this laft particular I am led to obferve,
that, for a difengaged hour, there can be few
occupations of greater entertainment or uti-
lity, than that of imprinting on the mind
thofe paffages from any good author, which
happen to pleafe and affeét more than ordi-

nary ; either by repeating them often at the
time, till they are got by heart, or by wri-
ting them down, or fometimes by doing both.
The advantagvs of fuch a prattice are fufli~
ciently apparent. Would it be one of the
leaft, think ye, that the attention of her
who was thus employed, would be often
turned from Vlewmg and admiring her per-
fon or drefs in the mirror, to the contempla-
tion of Truth and Virtue, and fixing their
fair and venerable image in her foul?

Belides the little opportunities of mental
culture now enumerated, I muit not forget
to add that in all proba.blhty there are few
young ladies who are not, or who may not
be, acquainted with fome perfons of both
fexes, endowed alike with worth and capa-
city, that would take the higheft plmfurc
by their converfation and counfel, to aid
them in the purfuit of knowkdge, which
brings me to confider,

Iu the lafl place, your complaints of want
of
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of encouragement to that purfuit. Whe
are they then that feek to difcourage you?
I have read of foolith mothers, that would
not fuffer their daughters to read leaft they
thould dim the luftre of their eyes, or fpoil
the bloom of their complexions. But I have
never-met with one that ferioufly carried
her folly fo far. On the other hand, I have
known parents, not a few, who though they
had little or no tafte for knowledge them-
felves, would yet fpeak with the utmoft fa-
tisfattion of a girl that was fond of her
books.

But, perhaps, my little friend is afraid,
left the men fhould fufpe&t her of being
what the world ftyles, in detifion, a learned
lady. Indeed! Is this then a charater fo
very eafily acquired, that you are in danger
of it the moment you imerge from the depth
of ignorance, and begin to think and fpeak
like a reafonable being? You are over hafty
in your apprehenfion: A learned lady is by
no means a creature that we run the ritk of
being often fhocked with. For my own
part I have never, firiétly fpeaking, feen
fuch a one; and when at any time I have
met what approached to that charader, I
muft profefs, I found nothing to excite ter-

ror.
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ror, But poflibly you mean a fmatterer in
learning. There, indeed, I join with you
in withing you may never incur the impu-
tation.

That men are frightened at female pedan-
try, is very certain. A woman that affe@s
to difpute, to decide, to dictate on every
fnbject; that watches or makes oppertuni-
ties of throwing out feraps of literature,
or fhreds of philofophy, in every company
that engrofles the converfation, as if fhe a~
lone was qualified to entertain; that be-
trays, in (hort, a boundlefs intemperance of
tongue, together with an inextinguifhable
pafiion for fhining by the fplendor of her
fuppofed talents; fuch a woman is truly in-
fufferable.—At firft, perhaps, the may be
confidered merely as an obje& of ridicule;
but fhe foon grows into an obje of averfion.
Be affured, however, that where a charaer
fo unnatural appears, it is not the effeé of
too much knowledge, but of too little. The
deep river flows on with a noble ftillnefs,
while the fhallow flream runs babbling a-
long. Sufpicious of her own deficiency, the
pedant we deferibe, fufpects Ieft you fhould
difcover it; but inftead of learning caution
from that confcioufnefs, the fhrives to dazzle

you
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you with the little the does know: Or elfe,
what 1s more probable, elated with that
which to her circumferibed view appears
great, her vanity cannot reftrain itfelf from
difplaying it on all occafions; when farther
progrefs and higher ground, would have
taught her modeity, by fhewing her im-
menfe regions of truth yet untravelled, of
which fhe had no conception before.

In fa&, we find that the beft {cholars of
either fex are the leaft oftentatious. It will
ever be fo, where erudition is accompanied
with judgment, and matured by refleftion.
Take care to preferve fober fenfe, and un-
affuming manners; far from giving difguft
by literary attainments to any perfon whofe
regard is of moment, you will give pleafure
to every thinking man and woman of your
acquaintance. I am even inclined to believe,
that, when in converfation, you claim no
kind of pre-eminence, but inftead of pre-
tendiug to teach, are willing to learn——in-
ftead of courting applaufe, are ready to con-
fer it—inftead of proudly dire&ing, are con-
tent quietly to'follow the current of dif-
courfe, every creature living will be delight-
ed with your deportment, will liften with
attention, and even deference, to one who

has
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has thus learned, that the nobleft improve-
ment of fuperior knowledge, is {uperior
humility.

Now and then, indeed, there may be an
inviduous female, who cannot bear to fee
herfelf outdone. But that is a circumftance,
which will only add to your exaltation ;
while every one elfe will be tempted, for
the fake of mortifying her, to pay the more
refpect to you. Be this as it may, the no-
tidn that letters are apt to generate felf-
conceit, becaufe it cannot be denied that the
abufe of them has often done fo, will in
thofe of the leaft candour or difcernment
{erve to heighten efteem for her, who cori-
fiders an excellent underftanding ‘as only
next in value to an excellent temper. If,
on any occafion, it fhould happen that the’
foolith or the worthlefs of one fex, or of the
other, are prejudiced againft a young wo- -
man for difcovering, though without parade,
a cultivated mind—what then? Is not the
fingle plaudit of a real judge fufficient to
outweigh a whole theatre of others?

But you will alk, Do we not often fee
handfome idiots complimented and careffed
by thofe men from whom better things
might be expeéted ; while the moft accom-
plifhed
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plithed women in the fame company fhall be
overlooked, if deftitute of perfonal charms?
The faét cannot be diffembled, and far be it
from me to juftify fuch partiality. Thereis
in beauty a magic, which certainly does en-
chant for a time the generality of behold-
: But this will by no means excufe the
m]ufhce of negle@ting merit in thofe who
want that advantage. Let it be remember-
ed, however, t that the triumph of their ri-
vals is commonly like that of the wicked,
fhort. The fpell on which it is founded is
foon broke. Men, at leaft of any fignifi-
cance, are feldom long in recovering their
fenfes. The admiration raifed by “ a fet
¢ of features, or the tin&ure of a fkin,” is
often, by the w1tleﬁncfs of the poﬁeffor,
thrown down in an inftant. The witch-
craft of a fair outfide is always difpelled by
familiarity. Nothing can detain affection
or fix efteem, but that kind of beauty which
depends not on fleth and blood. The leaft’
degree of undexﬂ:andmg will be dlfgu{ted at
petualence, caprice, or nonfenfe, even in the
faireft form. External allurements are con-
tinually loﬁng ; internal attractions are con-
tlnuallv gumng A beautiful charater
¢ is as the morning light, that fhineth mor::l
an
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¢ and more unto the perfeét day.” Senfey
{pirit, {weetnefs, are immortal. All befides,
¢ withers like the grafs.” The power of
a face to pleafe, or indeed to difpleafe, is
diminifhed every time it is feen. When ap-
petite does not predominate—and appetite
cannot predominate always—the foul will
feek a foul; it will refufe to be fatisfied
with any thing lefs. If it finds none, in
vain fhall the brighteft eye fparkle, in vain
ihall the fofteft fmile entice. But if a mind
appears, and, wherever it refides, a mind
will appear, it is recognized, admired, and
embraced ; even though the eye thould pof-
{efs no luftre, and fmiles fhould at the mo-
ment be banithed by forrow.

Mind, mind alone, bear witnefs earth and heaven,

The living fountain in itfelf contains

Of beauteous and fublime? Here hand in hand

Sit paramount the Graces-----

I cannot conclude this difcourfe, without
taking {o fair an opportunity of addrefling
myfelf to fuch of the men, as by direlting
their praifes to young women wholly or
chiefly to an outward appearance, turn the
attention and folicitude of the little idols fo
ftrongly that way, as often to occafion the
neglet of thofe inward perfections which
can
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can alone give them value. Have you for-
gotten, Sirs, that what they fee you admire,
and hear you applaud, they will be induced
to think moft worthy of admiration and
applaufe; and that on it of courfe they will
beftow their whole or their chief care? If
you, who ought to aflift their judgment,
and animate their refolutions, in what re-
lates to the condu& of life, are accuftomed
to pay your main homage to their perfons,
their perfons they likewife will adore.
Beanty with them will conftitute merit ;
and every other endowment will be em-
ployed as a handmaid to drefs that, if not
as a pandar to fell it. Accordingly I fear,
that to your {core muft be charged many
errors of the fex, often lefs juftly imputed
to them. Thofe errors, I am fure, it would
become you to prevent, or to correét at the
fource, by peinting out to them what, in
your wifer hours, you want and with them
to be; and what, when they are, will not
fail to captivate love, to command venera-
tion, and to add permanence to both.
Confider, I befeech you, how honourable
it will be for you, initead of corrupting the
fair, to mend them; inftead of perverting
their ideas, to lead their tafte to knowledge
and
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and elegance, to worth and delicacy, to hu-
mility and meeknefs: Things which in your
inmoft fouls you cannot but prize, when-
ever, you meet with them in:. an amiable
woman, and of which you are fecretly con-
~vinced the abfence cannot be compenfated
by any advantages of form or feature, any
decorations of fafhion or thow. How much
nobler the power to fave, than the power
to deftroy ! How much fweeter the praife
of being efteemed men of virtne and fen-
timent, the friends and patrons of the fex,
advocates for their true intereft, and zea-
lous to promate it, than that of being look-
ed. upon as {mooth-tongued courtiers, or
good-natured triflers ! To flatter a gid-
dy girl into good humour, or even tender~
nefs, by telling her perpetually how hand-
fome or how fine fhe is, requires no capa-
city. Every empty fellow, every friveclous
dangler, every wretch of a parafite, can do
the fame. But to engage the efteem of 2
woman of principle and difcernment, to
preferve that efteem, and even to infure in
her breaft a filent teftimony, that you have
contributed to eftablith this principle, and
to improve this difcernment—is trinmph in-
deed! Thofe cogcombs that ia truth make
e
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diftin@ion, but yet would perfuade every
young thing they {ee, that her face, her
thape, her drefs, her air furpafs all thofe of
her fex; and after throwing her into ecfta-
cies of felf-complacence, go away and laugh
to their companions—are a deteftable race!
Concerning many of you, my friends, I
hope better things. Nor do I mean by anght
I have faid, rigidly to preclude every de-
gree of compliment in converfation with
the ladies. I am for commending with mo-
deration, what is commendable; for ac-
knowledging with prudence, what is plea-
fing. Young minds ought to be encouraged.
In every young mind there is fomething
good. An agreeable appearance is certain-
ly engaging. 'Truth will never deny it:
Courtefy will readily own. But then, un-
der the fhelter of kind approbation, falu-
tary counfel may be admitted. Wildom
may be found a welcome gueft, when intro-
duced by Affe&tion 1 was going to fay,
that vanity may be fuccefsfully turned a-
gaintt itfelf. But why fhould the love of
honeft praife be deemed vanity? Even tell
your female friends, that you do efteem them
for whatever in their charaéter is eftimable.
Tell them without exaggeration, but gene-
zoully
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roully at the fame time, what that is. De-
feribe with complacence the qualities and
accomplithments, which you have ever held
moft truly attralive, which it is in their
power to acquire, and which it will be their
glory to poflefs, If they have beauty, be
not afraid to add how alluring it appears,
when illuminated by fenfe, and arrayed by
virtue. If they have none, remind them
freely that fenfe and virtue have oftentimes
borne away the palm from the fineft figure
that ever Flattery deified, if deftitute of
thofe living and lafting graces.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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Farbkarte #13

0 a jociety for which your Saviour * gave

, that he might fanétify and cleanfe it with

¢ the wafhing of water by the worp’; that he might

“ prefent it to himfelf a glorious cnurcx, not having
*“ {pot, or wrinkle, or any fuch thing.”
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