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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE deference due to the Public, feems

to require an apology for committing
letters of private correfpondence to the Prefs,
while the Writer is yet living. He is fen-
fible that fending them abroad without his
name prefixed, will not of itfelf be fufficient
to obviate the charge of egotifm. The
manner of expreffion and thinking, where an
author has been repeatedly in print, will
mark him out to good judges when they fee
him again, fo as to render any farther defcrip-
tion unnecefiary.

The folicitation of friends, though a trite,
is not always an improper plea, and would
probably in the prefent cafe be admitted, if
he had not determined to conceal the names
of his correfpondents likewife, and to fup-
prefs, as far as poflible, every circumitance
which might lead to difcover them. For

A2 they




iv ADVERTISEMENT,

they certainly did recommend the publica-
tion, and return him their letters purpofely
that a {eletion might be made. But as he
does not think himfelf at liberty to declare
them, he muft forego the advantage of
{fcreening himfelf under the fanction of sheir
judgment.

Pofthumous Letters are ufually publithed
to a difadvantage. If it be fuppofed that
the Author has friends whofe regard to his
memory will make them willing to purchafe
what appears under his name, that circum-
ftance has fometimes given occafion to an
indifcriminate and injudicious publication of
Letters collected from all quarters, in which
more attention is paid to the bulk than the
value. For amongft a number of letters
written to intimate friends, fome will be too
trivial to deferve notice, and others may
be fo intermingled with details of private
or domeftic concerns, as perhaps to give
pain to thofe who are interefted in them,
when they fee them in print. The writer
of the following Letters thought himfelf

6 more
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more competent to decide at prefent, which
and how much of the papers before him,
might be not utterly unworthy of being
preferved, than a ftranger could be after his
deceafe.

Farther, he finds that between an increafe
of engagements on the one hand, and the
unavoidable effets of advancing years on the
other, he can expet but little leifure or ability
for writing letters in future, except upon ne-
ceffary bufinefs. = By this method of fending
to each of his correfpondents many letters at
once, he takes leave of them_ with the lefs
regret, perfuaded that he thus communicates
the fubftance of all he could offer, if he was
able to write to them feverally as often and as
much at large as in times paft.

Though fome attention has been paid to
variety, it was not practicable wholly to avoid
what may be thought repetition, without
deftroying the texture and conneftion of
many letters ; particularly in thofe which
treat of afflition. But where the fame fub-
ject recurs, it is ufually placed in fomething
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of a different point of view, or illuftrated in
a different manner,

Thus much to befpeak the Reader’s favor-
able and candid perufal of what is now put
into his hands. But the Writer ftands before
a higher tribunal ; and would be much to be
pitied if he were not confcious that in this
publication he has no allowed aims, but to
be fubfervient to the gracious defigns of God
by the Gofpel, and to promote the good of
his fellow creatures.

November 29, 178¢c.
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LETTER:L
My Lorbp, March — 1763.

Remember when I once had the pleafure of
waiting on you, you were pleafed to begin an
interefting converfation, which to my concern
was foon interrupted. The fubject was concerning
the caufes, nature and marks of a decline in grace;
how it happens that we lofe that warm impreflion
of divine things, which in fome favored moments
we think it almoft impoffible to forget; how far
this change of frame is confiftent with a {piritual
growth in other refpe&s; how to form a compa-
rative judgment of our proficiency upon the whole ;
and by what fteps the loffes we fuftain from our
neceflary conne®ion with a finful nature and a
{inful world may be retrieved from time to time.
I beg your Lordfhip’s permiffion to fill up the
paper with a view to thefe enquiriecs. 1 do not
B2 mean




4 LETTERS TO

mean to offer a labored eflay on them, but {uch
thoughts as fhall occur while the pen is in my
hand.

The awakened foul (efpecially when after a fea-
fon of diftrefs and terror it begins to tafte that the
Lord is gracious) finds itfelf as in a new world.
No change in outward life can be fo fenfible, fo
affeCting. No wonder then that at fuch a time little
elfe can be thought of —the tranfition from dark-
nefs to- light, from a fenfe of wrath toa hope of
glory, is the greateft that can be imagined, and is
oftentimes as fudden as wonflerful. Hence the ge-

neral chara&eriftics of young converts are zeal, and

love. Like Ifrael at the red fea, they have juft
feen the wonderful works of the Lord, and they
cannot but fing his praife ; they are deeply affected
with the dzmoer they haye lately efcaped, and with
the cafe of mu]tltu"cs around thém who are fecure
and carelefs in the fame alarming fituation ; and a
fenfe of their own mercies, and a compaflion for
the fouls of others, is fo tranfporting that they can
hardly forbear preaching to every one they meet.
‘I'bis emotion is highly juft and reafonable, with
refped to the caufes from whence it {prings, and it
is doubtlefs a proof -not conly of the imperfection,
but the depravity of -our nature, that we are not
always thus affeéted—jyet it is not entirely genuine.
If we examine this chara&er clofely, wilich feemns
at firft fight a pattern and a reproof to Chriftians
of longer ftanding, we fhall for the moft part find
it attended with cm,ﬁucmble defecls,
1. Such perfons dare very weak in faich, Their
confidence arifes rather from the lively imprefions
of
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of joy within, than from a diftinét and clear appre-
henfion of the work of God in Chrift. The cone
forts which are intended as cordials to animate them
againft the oppofition of an unbelieving world,
they miftake and reft in as the proper evidences of
their hope. And hence it comes to pafs that when
the Lord varies his difpenfations and hides his face,
they are foon troubled and at their wits end.

2. They who are in this ftate of their firft love
are feldom free from fomething of a cenforious
fpirit.  'They have not yet felt all the deceitfulnefs
of their own hearts, they are not well acquainted
with the devices or temptations of Satan, and there-
fore know not how to fympathize or make allow-
ances where allowances are neceflary and due, and
can hardly bear with any who do not difcover the
fame earneftnefs as themfelves.

3. They are likewife more or lefs under the in-
fluence of felf-righteoufnefs and felf-will. They
mean weil, but not being a: yet well acquainted
with the fpiritual meaning and proper ufe of the
law, nor eftablifhed in the life of faith, a part
(oftentimes a very confiderable part) of their zeal
fpends itfelf in externals and non-eflentials, prompts
them to pra&tice what is not commanded, to refrain
from what is lawful, and to ebferve various and
needlefs aufterities and fingularities, as their tem-
pers and circumitances differ.

However with all their faults, methinks there is
fomething very beautiful and engaging in the honeft
vehemence of  a young convert. Some cold and
rigid judges are ready to rejet thefe promifing
appearances en account of incidental blemifhes.

B3 But
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But would a'.gardener throw away a fine netarine,
becaufe it is green, and has not yet attained all that
beauty and flavour which a few more fhowers and
funs will impart ? Perhaps it will hold for the moft
part in grace as in nature (fome exceptions, there
are).  1f there is not fome fire in youth, we can
bardly expect a proper warmth in o/d age.

Jut the great and good Hufbandman watches
ovir what his own hand has planted, and carries
on his work by a variety of different and even
contrary difpenfations. - While their mountaia
ftands thus ftrong they think they fhall never be
moved, but at length they find a change. Some-
times it comes on by infenfible degrees. - T'hat part
of their affeftion which was purely natural will
abate of courfe when the power of novelty ceafes;
they will begin in fome inftances to_perceive their
own indifcretions, and an endeavor to correct the
excefles of imprudent zeal will often draw them
towards the contrary extreme of remifnefs ; the
evils of their hearts, which though overpowered
were not eradicated, will revive again—the enemy
will watch his occafions to meet them with fuitable
temptations, and as it is the Lord’s defign that
they fhould experimentally learn and feel their own
weaknefs, he will in fome inftances be permitted
to fucceed. When guilt is thus brought upon the
confcience, the heart grows hard, the hands feeble,
and the knees weak ; then confidence is fhaken, the d
fpirit of prayer interrupted, the armour gone, and
thus things grow worfe and worfe, till the Lord is
pleafed to interpofe. For though we can fall of
ourfelves, we cannot rife without his help, Indeed

every




A NOBLEMAN. 7

every fin in its own nature has a tendency towards
a final apoftacy ; but there is a provifion in the
covenant of grace, and the Lord in his own time
returns to convince, humble, pardon, comfort and
renew the foul. He touches the rock and the waters
flow. By repeated experiments and exercifes of
this fort (for this wifdom is feldom acquired by one
or a few leflons) we begin at length to learn, that
we are nothing, have nothing, can do nothing bat
fin. And thus we are gradually prepared to live
more out of ourfelves, and to derive all our fuffi-
ciency of cvery kind from Jefus the fountain of
grace. We learn to tread more warily, to truft
lefs to our own ftrength, to have lower thoughts
of ourfelves and higher thoughts of Aim; in which
two laft particulars I apprehend what the feripture
means by a growth of grace does properly confift.
Both are increafing in the lively Chriftian—every
day fhews him more of his own heart, and more
of the power, fufficiency, compaflion and grace of
his adorable Redeemer, but neither will be complete
till we get to heaven,

I apprehend therefore that though we find an
abatement of that fenfible warmth of
which we felt at firft fetting out—yet if our views
are more evan -

affeétion

gelical, our judgment more ripened,
our hearts more habitually humbled under a fenfe
of inward depravity, our tempers more foftencd
into fympathy and tendernefs, if our prevailing
defires are fpiritual, and we practically efteem the

precepts, ordinances and pecople of God

p~LUpel
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But ftill it is to be lamented that an increafe of
knowledge and experience fhould be fo generally
attended with a decline of fervor. If it was not
for what has paffed in my own heart, I fhould be
ready to think it impoffible. But this very circum-
ftance gives me a ftill more emphatical conviction '
of my own vilenefs and depravity. The want of
humiliation humbles me, and my very indifference
roufes and awakens me to earneftnefs. There are
however feafons of refrefhment, ineffable glances
of light and power upon the foul, which as they
are derived from clearer difplays of divine grace
—if not fo tumultuous as the firft joys, are more
penetrating, transforming and animating.. A glance
of thefe, when compared with our fluggifh ftupidity
when they are withheld, weans the heart from this
wretched ftate of fin and temptation, and makes 5
the thoughts of death and eternity defirable.  Then
this conflié&t fhall ceafe—I fhall fin and wander no
more, fee him as he is, and be like him for ever,

If the queftion is, how are thefe bright moments
to be prolonged, renewed or retrieved ! We are
direCted to faith and diligence—A careful ufe of
the appointed means of grace, a watchful endeavor
to avoid the occafions and appearances of evil, and
efpecially affiduity in fecret prayer, will bring us as 2
much of them as the Lord fees good for us. He
knows beft why we are not to be trufted with
them continually. Here we are to walk by faith,
to be exercifed and tried ; by and by we fhall be
crowned, and the defires he has given fhall be
abundantly fatisfied. I am,

My Lord, &c.

LET-
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My Lorp, April — 1766.

Shall embrace your permiffion to fill my paper

~—as to fubject, that which has been a frequent
theme of my heart of late, 1 fhall venture to lay
before your Lordfhip—I mean the remarkable and
humbling difference which I fuppofe all who know
themf> lvcs may obferve, between their acquired
and their experimental knowledge, or in other
words, between their judgment and their practice.
To hear a believer fpeak his apprehenfions of the
evil of fin, the vanity of the world, the love of
Chrift, the beauty of bolinefs, or the importance
of eternity, who would not fuppofe him proof
againft temptation? To hear with what ftrong ar-
guments he can recommecnd watchfulnefs, prayer,
forbearance and fubmiflion, when he is teaching
or advifing others, who would not fuppofe but he
could alfo teach himfelf and influence his own con-
du&t. Yet alas, Quam difpar fibi. 'The erfon
who rofe from his knees before he left his chamber
a poor indigent, fallible, dependent creature, who
faw and acknowledged that he was unworthy to
breathe the air or to fee the light, may meet with
many occafions before the day is clofed, to difcover
the corruptions of his heart, and to fhew how
weak and faint his beft principles and cleareft
conviftions are in their actual exercife. ﬁm" in
this view how vain is man, what a contradiction

B 5 1S
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is a believer to himfelf, He is called a Believer
emphatically, becaufe he, cordially aflents to the
word of G fm, but alas, how often unworthy of
the name! If I was to defcribe him from the
feripture ‘charaller, I fhould fay, he is one whofe
heart is athirft for God, for his glory, his image,
his prefence ; his affetions are fixed upon an
unfeen Savior, his treafures and confequently his
thoughts are on high, beyond the bounds of fenfe.
Having experiencéd much forgivenefs, ‘he is full
of bowels of mercy to all around, and having
been often deceived by his own heart; he dares truft
it no more, but lives by faith in the Son of God,
for wifdom, righteoufnefs and fanétification,  and
derives from him grace for grace, fenfible that
without him he has not fufficiency even to: think
a good thought. In fhort—He is dead to the
world, to fin, to felf, but aliverto:Geod, and lively
i;l his fervice.  Prayer is his breath, the word of
God his food, and the ordinances more precious
to him than the light of the fun. Suchisa be-
liever—in his ju.d

But was I to defcribe him from experience, efpe-
cially at fome tlmcs, how different would the
picture be. Though he knows that communion
with God is his higheft privilege, he too feldom

gment and prevailing defires.

23
=y,
O

finds it fo ; on the contrary, if duty, confcience and
neceffity did not compel, he would leave the throne
of grace unvifited from day to day. He takes up
the Bible, confcious that it is the fountain of life
and true comfort, yet perhaps while he is making
the refleCtion, he feels a fecret diftafte which

prompts him tolay it down, and give his preferenc

£ LO
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to a News-paper. He needs not to be told of the
vanity and uncertainty of all beneath the fun, and
yet is almoft as much elated or caft down by a trifle,
as thofe who have their portion in this world. He
believes that all things fhall work together for his
good, and that the moft high God appoints, ad-
jufts and over-rules all his concerns, yet he feels
the rifings of fear, anxiety and ditp;uluAc, as
though the contrary was true. He owns himfelf
ignorant and liable to be deceived by a thoufand
fallacies, yet is eafily betrayed into pofitivenefs and
felf-conceit. He feels himfelf an unprofitable un-
faithful unthankful fervant, and therefore blufhes
to harbor a thought of defiring the efteem an
commendation of men, yet he cannot fupprefs it.
Finally, (for T muft obferve fome bounds) on ac-
count of thefe and many other inconfiftencies he is
ftruck dumb before the Lord, ftripped of every hope
and plea, but what is provided in the free grace of
God, and yet his heart is continually leaning and
returning to a covenant of works.

Two queftions naturally arife from fuch a: view
of ourfelves.. Firft—How can thefe things be, or
why are they permitted ! Since the Lord hates f{in,
teaches his. people to hate it and. cry againft it, and
has promifed to hear their prayers, how is it that
they go thus burdened ? Surely if he could not or
would not over-rule evil for good, he would not
permit it tocontinue. By thefe exercifes he teache
us more truly to know and feel the utter depravity
and corruption of our whole: nature, that we are
indeed defiled in every part.. His methad of falva-
tion is likewife hereby exceedingly endeared.to

1) \_l we
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we fee that it is and muft be of grace, wholly of
grace; and that the Lord Jefus Chrift and his per-
fect righteoufnefs is and muft be our all in all.
His power likewife in maintaining his own work,

g

notwithftanding our infirmities, temptations, and .
enemies, is hereby difplayed in the cleareft light, '§
his ftrength is manifefted in our weaknefs. Satan ’
likewife is more remarkably difappointed and put |
to thame, when he finds bounds fet to his rage and Lz

policy, beyond which he cannot pafs ; and that
thofe in whom he finds fo much to work upon, and
over whom he fo often prevails for a feafon, efcape :
at laft out of his hands. He cafts them down, but \
they are raifed again, he wounds them, but they
are healed, he obtains his defire to fift them as
wheat, but the prayer of their great advocate pre-
vails for the maintenance of their faith. Farther,
by what Believers feel in themfelves they learn by
degrees, how to warn, pity, and bear with others.
A foft, patient and compaflionate fpirit, and
a readinefs and fkill in. comforting thofe who are
caft down, is not perhaps attainable in any other
way. And laftly, I believe nothing more habitually
reconciles a child of God to the thought of death,
than the wearifomnefs of this warfare. Death is
unwelcome to nature—but then and not till then 3
the confli& will ceafe. Then we fhall fin no more. ‘
The fleth with all its attendant evils will be laid
in the grave — then. the foul which has been
‘partaker of a new and heavenly birth, fhall be

-
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freed from every incumbrance, and ftand perfect !

in the Redeemer’s righteoufnefs before God in ‘

Glory. :
But
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But though thefe evils cannot be wholly removed,
it is worth while to enquire, Secondly, how they
may be mitigated. This we are encouraged to hope
for. The word of God dire&ts and animates to a
growth in grace, And though we can do nothing
fpiritually of ourfelves, yet there is a part affigned
us. We cannot conquer the obftacles in our way
by our own ftrength, yet we can give way to them,
and if we do, it is our fin, and will be our forrow,
The difputes concerning inherent power in the
creature, have been carried to inconvenient lengths ;
for my own part I think it fafe to ufe fcriptural
language—the Apoftles exhort us to give all dili-
gence, to refift the devil, to purge ourfelves from
all filthinefs of fleth and fpirit—to give ourfelves
to reading, meditation and prayer, to watch, to put
on the whole armour of God, and to abftain from
all appearance of evil. Faithfulnels to light re-
ceived, and a fincere endeavor to conform to the
means prefcribed in the word of Ged, with an
humble application to the blood of fprinkling, and
the promifed Spirit, will undoubtedly be anfwered
by increafing meafures of light, faith, ftrength,
and comfort, and we fhall know, if we follow on
to know the Lord.

I need not tell your Lordfhip that I am an ex-
tempore writer, I dropt the confideration of
whom I was addrefing from the firft paragraph ;
but 1 now return and fubfcribe myfelf, with the
greateft deference,

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &c.

LET-
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My Lornbp, April — 1770

Have a defire to fill the paper, and muft there-
fore betake myfelf to the expedient I lately
mentioned. Glorious things are fpoken of the city
of God, or (as I fuppofe) the ftate of glory, in
Rev. xxi. from verfe 10 ad finem. The defcription
is doubtlefs myftical, and perhaps nothing fhort of
a happy- experience and participation, will furnifh
an adequate expofition. One expreflion in parti-
cular, has I believe puzzled wifer heads than mine
to explain. The flreet of the city was pure gold, as
it were tranfparent glafs. ‘The conftruétion like-
wife in the Greek is difficult. Some render it pure
gold tranfparent as g/afs this is the fenfe, but then
it thould be neuter o"ta’paves to agree with Xevaiov.
If our reading is right, we muft underftand iteither
of gold pure bright and perfpicuous as the fineft
tranfparent glafs (for all glafs is not tranfparent), or
elfe, as two diftin& comparifons, fplendid and du-
rable as the pureft gold, clear and tranfparent as
the fineft glafs. In that happy world the beauties
and advantages, which here are divided and incom-
patible, will unite and agree. Qur glafs is clear
but brittle, our gold is fhining and folid, but it,is
opaque, and difcovers only a furface. And thus.it
is with our minds. The powers of the imagination
are lively and extenfive, but tranfient and uncertain.
The powers of the underftanding are more folid"
and:
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and ‘regular, but at the fame time: more {low and
limited, and confined to the outfide properties of
the few objeés around.us.  But when we arrive
within the vail, the perfe&ions of the glafs and the
gold will be combined, and the imperfections of
each-will entirely ceafe. Then we fhall 70w more
than we can now-imagine. = The glafs will be all
gold;: And then we fhall apprehend Truth in its
relations and confequences, not«(as at prefent) by
that tedious and fallible procéfs “which we «call,
Reafoning, but by a fingle. glance of thought, as
the fight pierces in an inftant through the largeft
tranfparent body. The gold will be all glafs.

I do not offer this as the fenfe of the:pafiage, but
as.a thought which once occurred to- me while
reading it.. I daily groan under a defultory un-
covernable: imagination, and a palpable darknefs
of underftanding, which greatly impede me in my
attempts tovcontemplate the truths of God. Per=
haps thefe complaints, in a greater or lefs degree,
are common to all our fallen race, and exhibit
mournful proofs that our nature is effentially de-
praved : ' the grace of God affords fome afliftance
for correting the wildnels of the fancy, and en-
larging the capacity of the mind, yet the cure at
prefent is but palliative. But ere long it fhall be
perfet, and! ‘our complaints fhall ceéafe for ever.
Now it cofts us much pains to acquire a pittance of
folid and ufeful knowledge, and the ideas we have
colle@ed are far from being at the difpofal of
judgment; and like men in a crowd, are p:r}wum”y
clathing and interfering with each other. But it
will not be fo, when we are completely freed from

1
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the effe@s of fin. Confufion and darknefs will not
follow us into the world where light and order reign.
Then, and not till then, our knowledge will be
perfect, and eur pofleffion of it uninterrupted and
fecure.

Since the radical powers of the foul are thus en-
feebled and difordered, it is notto be wondered at
that the beft of men, and under their higheft at-
tainments, have found caufe to make the acknow-
ledgment of the Apoftle, When I would do good,
evil is prefent with me. But, blefled be God, tho’
we muft feel hourly caufe for thame and humilia-
tion, for what we are in ourfelves, we have caufe
to rejoice continually in Chrift Jefus, who, as heis
revealed unto us under the various names, charac-
ters, relations and offices, which he bears in the
fcripture, holds out to our faith a balm for every
wound, a cordial for every difcouragement, and a
{ufficient anfwer to every objection which fin or Sa-
tan can fuggeft againft our peace. 1f we are guilty,
he is our righteoufnefs; if we are fick, he is our
infallible phyfician ; if we are weak, helplefs and
defencelefs, he is the compaflionate and faithful
Shepherd who has taken charge of us, and will not
fuffer any thing to difappoint our hopes, or to fe-
parate us from his love. He knows our frame, he
remembers that we are but duft, and has engaged to
guide us by his counfel, fupport us by his power,
and at length to receive us to his glory, that.we may
be with him for ever.

2 am, with the greateft deference,
My Lord,
Your Lordfbip’s, &c.
IL- E T-
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DERYTER 1V,

My Lorp, February — 1772+

HAVE been fitting perhaps a quarter of an
hour with my pen in my hand, and my finger
upon my upper lip, contriving how I thould begin
my letter—a detail of the confufed incoherent
thoughts which have fucceffively pafled through
my mind, would have more than filled the fheet,
but your Lordfhip’s patience and even your charity
for the writer,’ would have been tried to the utter-
moft, if I could have penned them all down. At
length my fufpence reminded me of the Apoftle’s
words, Gal. v. 17. Ye cannot do the things that ye
would, This is an humbling but a juft account of
a Chriftian’s attainments in the prefent life, and is
equally applicable to the ftrongeft and to the weakeft.
The weakeft need not fay /efs, the ftrongeft will
hardly venture to fay mere. The Lord has given
his people a defire and will aiming at great things,
without this they would be unworthy the name of
Chriftians, but they cannot do as they would, their
beft defires are weak and ineffeCtual, not abfolutely
fo, (for he who works in them to will, enables them
in a meafure to do likewife) but in comparifon with
the mark at which they aim. So that while they
have great caufe to be thankful for the defire he
has given them, and for the degree in which it is
anfwered, they have cqual reafon to be athamed and
abafed under a fenfe of their continual defels, and
the
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the evil mixtures which taint and debafe their beft
endeavors. It would be eafy to make out a long
lit of particulars which a believer would do if he
could, but in which from firft to laft he finds 2 mor-
tifying inability.  Permit me to mention a few,
which I need not tranferibe from books, for they
are always prefent to my mind.

He would willingly enjoy God in prayer—he
knows that prayer is his duty, but in his judgment
he confiders it likewife as his greateft honor and pri-
vilege. In this light he can recommend it to
others, and can tell them of the wonderful con-
defcenfion of the great God, who humbles himfelf
to behold the things that are in heaven, that he
fhould ftoop fo much lower, to afford his gracious
ear to the fupplications of finful worms upon earth.
He can bid them expe& a pleafure in waiting upon
the Lord, different in kind and greater in degree,
than all that the world can afford. By prayer he can
fay, you have liberty to caft all your cares upon him
that careth for you. By one hour’s intimate accefs
to the throne of grace, where the Lord caufes his
glory to pafs before the foul that feeks him, you
may acquire more true fpiritual knowledge and com-
fort, than by a day or a week’s converfe with the
beft of men, or the moft ftudious perufal of many
folios. And in this light he would confider it and
improve it for himfelf. But, alas, how feldom can
he do as he would. How often does he find this
privilege a mere tafk, which he would be glad of a
juft excufe to omit, and the chief pleafure he de-
rives from the performance is to think that his tafk
is finifhed—he has been drawing near to God with

his
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his lips, while his heart was far from him-; furely
this is not doing as he would, when (to borrow the
expreflion of an old woman here) he is dragged be-
fore God like a flave, and comes away like a thief.

The like may be faid of reading. the {cripture.
He believes it to be the word of God; he admires
the wifdom and grace of the do&rines, the beauty
of the precepts, the richnefs and fuitablenefs of the
promifes. And thereiore, with David, he accounts
it preferable to thoufands of gold and filver, and
{weeter than honey or the honeycomb, =~ Yet while
he thus thinks of it, and defires that it may dwell
in him richly, and be his meditation night and day,
he.cannot.do as he'would., = It will require fomne re-
folution to perfift in reading a portion of it every
day, and even then his heart is often lefs engaged
than when reading a pamphlet. Here again his
privilege frequently dwindles into a tatk. His
appetite is vitiated fo that he has but little relith for
the food of his foul.

He would willingly have abiding, admiring
thoughts of the perfon and love of the Lord Jefus
Chrift. Glad he is indeed of thofe occafions which
recall the Savior to his mind, and with this view,
notwithftanding all difcouragements, he perfeveres
in attempting to pray and read, and waits upon the
ordinances. = Yet he cannot do as he would.
Whatever claims he may have to the exercife of
gratitude and fenfibility towards his fellow-creatures,
he muft confefs himfelf mournfully ungrateful and
infenfible towards his beft Friend and Benefaltor.
Ah, what trifles are capable of {hutting him out of
our thoughts, of whom we fay, He is the Beloved

ol
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of our fouls, who loved us and gave himfelf for us,
and whom we have deliberately chofen as our chief
good and portion. What can make us amends for
the lofs we fuffer here ? Yet furely if we conld, we
would fet him always before us, his love fhould be
the delightful theme of our hearts

From morn to noon, from noon to dewy eve.

But though we aim at this good, evil is prefent with
us; we find we are renewed but in part, and have
ftill caufe to plead the Lord’s promife, to take away
the heart of flone, and give us a heart of fleth.

He would willingly acquiefce in all the difpen~
fations of divine providence. He believes that all
events are under the dire&ion of infinite wifdom
and goodnefs, and thall furely iffue in the glory of
God and the good of thofe who fear him. He
doubts not but the hairs of his head are all num-
bered, that the bleflings of every kind which he
poticiles, were beftowed upon him and are preferved
to him, by the bounty and fpecial favor of the Lord
whom he ferves—that afli®ions fpring not out of
the ground, but are fruits and tokens of Divine
love no lefs than his comforts—that there is a need
be, whenever for a feafon he is in heavinefs. Of
thefe principles he can no more doubt, than of what
he fees with his eyes, and there are feafons when
he thinks they will prove fufficient to reconcile him
to the fharpeft trials. But often when he aims to
2pply them in an hour of prefent diftrefs, he cannot
do what he would. He feels alaw in his members
warring againft the law in his mind, fo that in de-
fiance of the cleareft convitions, fecing as though

he
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he perceived not, he is ready to complain, murmur
and defpond. Alas, how vain is man in his beft
eftate ! How much weaknefs and inconfiftency, even
in thofe whofe hearts are right with the Lord, and
what reafon have we to conféfs that we are unwor-
thy, unprofitable fervants.

It were eafy to enlarge in this way, would papsr
and time permit ; but, blefled be God, we are not
under the law, but under grace. And even thefe
diftrefling effects of the remnants of indwelling fin,
are over-ruled for good. By thefe experiences the
believer is weaned more from felf, and taught more
highly to prize and more abfolutely to rely on him,
who is appeinted unto us of God, Wifdom, Righ-
teoufnefs, Sanéification and Redemption. The
more vile we are in our own eyes, the more pre-
cious he will be to us, and a deep repeated fenfe of
the evil of our hearts, is necefiary to preclude all
boafting, and to make us willing to give the whole
glory of our Salvation where it is due. Again, 2a
fenfe of thefe evils will (when hardly any thing elfe
can do it) reconcile us to the thoughts of death,
yea make us defirous to depart that we may {in no
niore, fince we find depravity fo deep rooted in our
nature that (like the leprous houfe) the whole
fabric muft be taken down, before we can be freed
from its defilement. Then and not till then we
fhall be able to do the thing that we would : when
we fee Jefus, we fhall be transformed into his
image, and have done with fin and forrow for ever.

I am, with great deference, '
My Lord, &c,

LET-
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My Logrbp, ; March — 1772,

THINK my laft letter turned upon the

Apoftle’s thought, Gal. v. 17. Yeé cannot do
the things that ye would. In the parallel place,
Rom. vii. 19. there is another claufe {ubjoined,
The evil which I would: not, that I do. This,
added to the former, would compleat the dark fide of
my experience. Permit me to tell your Lordthip
a little - part (for fome things muft not, cannot be
told) not of what I have read, but of what I have
felt, in illuftration of this paffage.

I would not be the fport and prey of wild, vain,
foolith and worfe imaginations; but this ‘evil is
prefent with me: my heart is like a highway, like
a city without walls or gates. Nothing fo falfe, fo
frivolous, fo abfurd, fo impoffible, or fo horrid, but
it can obtain accefs, and that at any time or in any
place : neither the ftudy, thé pulpit, or even the
Lord’s table exempt me from their intrufion. I
fometimes compare my words to the treble of an
inftrument, which my thoughts accompany with' a
kind of bafe, or rather anti-bafe, in which every
rule of harmony is broken, every poflible combina-
tion of difcord and confufion is introduced, utterly
inconfiftent with, and contraditory to, the intended
melody. Ah, what mufic would my praying and
‘ preaching often make in the ears of the Lord of
| Hofts, if he liftened to them as they are mine only.

. By
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By men, the upper part only (if I may fo fpeak)
is heard, and fmall caufe there is for felf-gratula-
tion if they thould happen to commend, when con-
fcience tells me, they would be ftruck with aftonifh-
ment and abhorrence could they hear the whole.

But if this awful effect of heart depravity, cannot
be wholly avoided in the prefent ftate of human
nature, yet at leaft I would not allow and indulge
ity yet thisI find I do. In defiance of my beft
judgment and beft withes, I find fomething within
me which cherithes and cleaves to thofe evils, from
which I ought to ftart and flee, as I fhould if a
toad or a ferpent was put in my food or in my bed.
Ah, how vile muft the heart (at leaft my heart)
be, that can hold a parley with fuch abominations,
when I fo well know their nature and their ten-
dency. Surely he who finds himfelf capable of this,
may without the leaft affetation of humility (how-
ever fair his outward condu&@ appears) fubfcribe
himfelf lefs than the leaft of all faints, and of fin-
ners the very chief.

I would not be influenced by a principle of felf
on any occafion, yet this evil I often do. I fee
the bafenefs and abfurdity of fuch a conduét, as
clearly as I fee the light of the day. I do not affe&
to be thought ten feet high : and I know that a
defire of being thought wife or good, is equally
contrary to reafon and truth. I fhould be grieved
or angry if my fellow-creatures fuppofed I had
fuch a defire, and therefore I fear the very principle
of felf, of which I complain, has a confiderable
fhare in prompting my defires to conceal it. The
pride of others often offends me, and makes me

ftudious
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ftudious to hide my own, becaufe their good opi-
nion of me depends much upon their not perceiv-
ing it. But the Lord knows how this dead fly
taints and {poils my beft fervices, and makes them
no better than {pecious fins.

I would not indulge vain reafonings concerning
the counfels, ways and providences of God. Yet
I am prone to do it. That the judge of all the
earth will do right, is to me as evident and ne-
ccflary as that two and two make four. I believe
that he has a fovereign right to do what he will
with his own, and that this fovereignty is but ano-
ther name for the unlimited exercife of = wifdom
and goodnefs. . But my reafonings are often fuch,
as if I had never heard of thefe principles, or had
formally renounced them. I feel the workings of
a prefumptuous {pirit that would account forevery
thing, and venture to difpute whatever it cannot
comprehend. What an evil is this, for a potfherd
of the earth to contend with its Maker! Ido not
a&t thus towards my fellow-creatures ; 1 do net
find fault with the decifions of a judge, or the dif-
pofitions of a general, becaufe though I know they
are fallible, yet I fuppofe they are wifer in their
refpeltive departments than myfelf. But I am
often ready to take this liberty when it is moft un-
reafopable and inexcufable.

I would not cleave to a covenant of works : it
fhould feem from the foregoing particulars and many
others which I could mention, that I have reafons
enough to deter me from this. Yet eyen this I do.
Not but that I fay, and I hope from my heart,
Enter not into judgment with thy fervant, 0

Lord,
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Lord, I embrace it as a faithful faying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Jefus Chrift came into the
world to fave finners, and it is the main pleafure
and bufinefs of my life, to fet forth the neceflity
and all-fufficiency of the Mediator between God
and Man, and to make mention of his righteouf-
nefs, even of his'only.. But here, as in every thing
elfe, I find a vaft difference between my judgment
and my experience. I am invited to take the water of
life freely, yet often difcouraged becaufe I have no-
thing wherewith to pay for it. 1f I am at times favored
with fome liberty from the above-mentioned evils,
it rather gives me a more favorable opinion of
myfelf, than increafes my admiration of the Lord’s
goodnefs to fo unworthy a creature; and when the
returning tide of my corruptions convinces me that
I am flill the f:

! an unbciir-ving legal fpirit
would urge me to conclude “"'t the Lord is
changed. At leaft I feel a wearinefs of being be-
holdén to him for fuch Cunmx.m., multi ]
givenels, and I fear that fome part of my firi
againft fin, and my defires after an increafe of
fanctification, arifes from a fecret wifh that I might
not be fo ablolutely and intirely indebted to him.
This, my Lord, is only a faint fketch of my
heart, but it is taken from the life; it would re-
quire a volume rather than a letter to fill up th
outlines, But I believe you will not re. gret that I
chufe to fay no more upon fuch a fubje
though my difeafe is grievous, it is not
I have a gracious and infallible P}

je &, But
defperate ;
byfician, 1 fhall
not die but live, and declare the works of the Lord.
I remain, my Lord, &c.

‘ C LET
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My Lorbp, April—1772.

Y two laft letters turned upon a mournful
fubjeét, the depravity of the heart, which
impedes us when we would do good, and pollutes
our beft intended fervices with evil, 'We have
caufe upon this account to go foftly all our days,
yet we need not forrow as they who have no hope.
The Lord has provided his people relief under thofe
complaints, and teaches us to draw improvement
from them. If the evils we feel weére not capable
of being over-ruled for good, he would not permit
them to remain in us; this we may infer from
his hatred to fin, and the love which he bears to
his people.

As to the remedy, neither our ftate nor his honor
are affected by the workings of indwelling fin, in
the hearts of thofe whom he has taught to wreftle,
firive and mourn on account of wh1t they feel.
Though fin wars, it fhall not reign ; and though
it brc ks our peace, it cannot fcpwrate from his
love. Nor is it inconfiftent with his holinefs and
perfeftion to manifeft his favor to fuch poor de-
filed creatures, or to admit them to communion
with himfelf. For they are not confidered as in
themfelves, but as one with Jefus, to whom they
have fled for refuge, and by whom they live a life
of faith. They are accepted in the Beloved, they

have an advocate with the Father, who once made
an
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an atonement for their fins, and ever lives to make
interceflion for their perfons. Though they cannot
fulfil the law, he has fulfilled it for them. Though
the obedience of the members is defiled and im-
perfet, the obedience of the head is fpotlefs and
complete. ‘And though there is much evil in them,
there is fomething good, the fruit of his own gra-
cious Spirit.. They a& from a principle of love,
they aim at no lefs than his glory, and their ha-
bitual defires -are fupremely fixed upon himfelf.
There is a difference in kind between the feebleft
efforts of faith in a real believer, while he is ce-
vered with fhame at the thoughts of his mifcar-
riages, and the higheft and moft {pecious attainments
of thofe who are wife in their own eyes and pru-
dent in their own fight. Nor fhall this confli&t
remain long, or the enemy finally prevail over
them. They are fupported by almighty power,
and led on to certain vi&tory. They fhall not
always be as they are now; yet a little while and
they fhall be freed from this vile body, which like
the leprous houfe is incurably contaminated, and
muft be entirely taken down. Then they fhall
fee Jefus as he'is, and be like him and with him
for ever.

The gracious purpofes to which the Lord makes
the fenfe and feeling of our depravity fubfervient,
are manifold. Hcrcby his own power, wildom,
faithfulnefs and love are more fignally difplayed,
His power in maintaining -his own work ‘in':i.‘c
midft of fo much oppofition, like a fpark burning
in the water, or a buth unconfumed in the flames,
His wifdom in d-’;detii]g and CUZ;LI’OMH'*‘ all the

a2 devi
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devices which Satan, from his knowledge of the evil
of our nature, is encouraged to practife againft us.
He has overthrown many a fair profeflor, and, like

~Goliath, he challenges the whole army of Ifrael,

yet he finds there are fome againft whom, though
he thrufts forely, he cannot prevail; notwithftand-
ing any feeming advantage he gains at fome fea-
fons, they are ftill delivered, for the Lord is on
their fide. The unchangeablenefs of the Lord’s
love, and the riches of his mercy are likewife more
illuftrated by the multiplied pardons he beftows
upon his people, than if they necded no forgive-
nefs at all,

Hereby the Lord Jefus Chrift is more endeared
to the foul ; all boafting is effectually excluded, and
the glory of a full and free falvation is afcribed to
him alone. If a mariner is furprized by a ftorm,
and after one night fpent in jeopardy is prefently
brought fafe into port, though he may rejoice in
his deliverance, it will not affe¢t him fo fenfibly as
if, after being tempeft-tofled for a long feafon, and
experiencing a great number and variety of hair-
breadth efcapes, he at laft gains the defired haven.
The rightcous are faid to be fecarcely faved, not
with refpelt to the certainty of the event, for the
purpofe of God in their favor cannot be dif-
appointed, but in refpe&t to their own apprehen-
fions and the great difficulties they are brought
through. = But when after a long experience of
their own deczitful hearts, after repeated proofs of
their weaknefs, wilfulnefs, ingratitude and infenfi-
bility, they find that none of thefe things can fe-
parate them from the Jove of God in Chrift, Jefus

becomes
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becomes more and more precious to their fouls.
They love much, becaufe much has been forgiven
them. They dare net, they will not afcribe any
thing to themfelves, but are glad to acknowledge
that they muft have perifhed (if pofiible) a thoufand
times over, if Jefus had not been their Savior, their
Shepherd and their Shield. When they were wan-
dering he brought them back, when fallen he
raifed them, when wounded he healed them, when
fainting he revived them. By him out of weak-
nefs they have been made ftrong, he has taught
their hands to war, and covered their heads in the
day of battle. In a word, fome of the cleareft
proofs they have had of his excellence, have been
occafioned by the mortifying proofs they have had
of their own vilenefs. They would not have
known fo much of him, if they had not known fo
much of themfelves.

Farther, a fpirit of humiliation, which is both
the Decus et Tutamen, the ftrength and beauty of
our profeflion, is greatly promoted by our feeling
as well as reading that when we would do good evil
is prefent with us. A broken and contrite {pirit is
pleafing to the Lord, he has promifed to dwell with
thofe who have it, and experience fthews that the
exercife of all our graces is in proportion to the
humbling fenfe we have of the depravity of our
nature. But that we are fo totally depraved is a
truth which no one ever truly learnt by being only
told it.  Indeed if we could receive and hai;tua}ly
maintain a right judgmcnt of ourfelves, by what
is plainly declared in fcripture, it would px"obabfy
fave us many a mournful hour; but experience is

G 3 the
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the Lord’s fchool, and they who are taught by him
ufually learn that they have no wifdom by the mif-
takes they make, and that they have no ftrength
by the {lips and falls they meet with. Every day
draws forth fome new corruption which before was
little obferved, or at leaft difcovers it in a ftronger
light than before. Thus by degrees they are
weaned from leaning to any fuppofed wifdom, power
or goodnefs in themfelves, they feel the truth of
our Lord’s words, without me ye can do nothing—
and the neceflity of crying with David, O lead
me and guide me for thy name’s fake. It is chiefly
by this frame of mind that one Chriftian is dif-
ferenced from another. - For though it is an inward
feeling, it hes very obfervable outward effects, which
are expreflively intimated, Ezek. xvi. 63. Thou
fhalt be dumb and not open thy mouth, in the day
when I am pacified towards thee, faith the Lord
God. The knowledge of my full and free for-
givenefs, of thy innumerable back{lidings and tran{-
greflions, fhall make thee athamed, and filence the
unruly workings of thine heart. . Thou fhalt open
thy mouth in praife, but thou fhalt no more boaft
in thyfelf, or cenfure others, or repine at my dif-
penfations. In thefe refpeéts we are exceedingly
prone to fpeak unadvifedly with our lips. Buta
fenfe of great unworthinefs and much forgivenefs
checks thefe evils.  Whoever is truly humbled will
not be eafily angry, will not be pofitive and. rafh,
will be compaffionate and tender to the 'in-
firmities of his fellow-finners, knowing that if
there be a difference it is grace that has made it,
and that he has the feeds of every evil in his own

heart.
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heart. And under all trials and aflitions he will
look to the hand of the Lord, and lay his mouth
in the duft, acknowledging that he fuffers much
lefs than his iniquities have deferved. Thefe are
fome of the advantages, and good fruits, which the
Lord enables us to obtain from that bitter root,
indwelling fin.

1 am, with great deference,

My Lord, &e

(@)
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My Lorb, September ==1772.

EAK, unfkilful and unfaithful as I am in
practice, the Lord has been pleafed to

give me fome idea of what a Chriftian ought to be,
and of what is attually attainable in the prefent
life, by thofe- whom he enables carneftly to afpire
towards the prize of their high calling. They
who are verfed in Mechanics can, from a know-
ledge of the combined powers of a complicated
machine, make an exa& calculation of what it is
able to perform, and what refiftance it can counter-
a’t; but who can compute the poffible effeits of
that combination of principles and motives reveal-
ed in the gofpel, upon a heart duly imprefled with
a fenfe of their importance and glory? When I
was lately at Mr. Cox’s Mufeum, while I was
fixing my attention upon fome curious movements,
imagining that I faw the whole of the Artift’s de-
fign, the perfon who fhewed it touched a little
fpring, and fuddenly a thoufand new and unex-
peQed motions took place, and the whele picce
feemed animated from the top to the bottom. I
fhould have formed but a very imperfect judgment
of it, had I feen no more than what I faw at firft.
1 thought it might in fome meafure illuftrate the
vaft difference that is obfervable amongft profef-
fors, even amongft thofe who are it is to be hoped
fincere. There are perfons who appear to have a
true
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true knowledge (in part) of the nature of the
gofpel religion, but feem not to be apprized of
its properties in their comprehenfion and extent. If
they have attained to fome hope of their accept-
ance, if they find at feafons fome communion with
God in the means of grace, if they are in mea-
fure delivered from the prevailing and corrupt cuf-
toms of the world, they feem to be fatisfied as if
they were poflefied of all. Thefe are indeed great
things, Sed meliora latent. The profefion of too
many, whofe fincerity Charity would be unwil-
ling to impeach, is greatly blemifhed notwith-
ftanding their hopes and their occafional comforts,
by the breakings forth of unfan&ified tempers, and
the indulgence of vain hopes, anxious cares and
felfith purfuits. Far, very far am I from that un-
feriptural fentiment of finlefs perfe@ion in fallen
man. To thofe who have a due fenfe of the {pi-
rituality and ground of the divine precepts, and of
what pafles in their own hearts, there will never
be wanting caufes of humiliation and felf-abafe-

-ment on the account of fin; yet ftill there is a

liberty and privilege attainable by the gofpel
beyond what is ordinarily thought of. Permit me
to mention two or three particulars, in which thofe
who have a holy ambition of afpiring to them fhall
not be altogether difappointed.

A delight in the Lord’s all-fufficiency. To be
fatistied in him as our prefent and eternal portion.
‘This, in the fenfe in which I underftand it, is not
the effe& of a prefent warm frame, but of a deeply
rooted and abiding principle. The habitual ex-
eicife of which is to be eftimated by the comp

Cs rati e
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rative ‘indifference with which other things are
regarded. 'The foul thus principled is not at lei-
{ure to take or to feek fatisfaCtion, in any thing but
what has a known fubferviency to this leading
tafte. Either the Lord is prefent, and then heis
to be rejoiced in, or elfe he is abfent, and then he
is to be fought and waited for. They are to be
pitied who, if they are at fome times happy in the
Lord, can at other times be happy without him,
and rejoice in broken cifterns when their fpirits are
at a diftance from the fountain of living waters. I
do not plead for an abfolute. indifference to tempo-
ral bleffings, he gives us all things richly to enjoy,
and a capacity of relithing them is his gift likewife 3
but then the confideration of his love in beftowing
{hould exceedingly enhance the value, and a regard
to his will thould regulate their ufe. Nor can they
all fupply the want of that which we can only re-
ceive immediately from himfelf. This principle
likewife moderates that inordinate fear and forrow
to which we are liable upon the profpect or the
occurrence of great trials, for which there is a fure
fupport and refource provided in the all-fufficiency
of infinite goodnefs and grace. What a privilege
is this to poflefs God in all things while we have
them, and all things in God, when they are taken
from us.

An acquiefcence in the Lord’s will, founded in a
perfuafion of his wifdom, holinefs, fovereignty
and goodnefs. This is one of the greateft privi-
leges and brightoﬁ ornaments of our profeﬁion.
So far as we attain to this we are fecure from
difappointment. Qur own limited views and fhort-

fighted
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fighted purpofes and defires' may be and will_be
often over-ruled, but then our main and leading
defire, that the will of the Lord may be: done,
muft be accomplifhed, How highly does:it bcc.omc
us, both as creatures and as finners, to fubmit to
the appointments of our Maker, and how ne?cﬂ‘ary
is it .to our peace! This great attainment is too
often unthought of and overlooked ; we are prone
to fix our attention upon the fecond caufes and
immediate inftruments of events, 'forgetting that
whatever befalls us is according to his purpofe, and
therefore muft be right and feafonable in itfelf,
and fhall in the iffue be produétive of good. From
hence arife impatience, refentment and  fecret
repinings, which are not only finful but torment-
ing. Whereas if all things are in his hand, if
the very hairs of our head are numbered, if every
event great and {mall is under the diretion of his
providence and purpofe; and if he has a wife,
holy and gracious end in view, to which every
thing that happens is fubordinate and fubfervient—
then we have nothing to do but with patience and
humility to follow as he leads, and chearfully to
expe& a happy iffue. The path of prefent duty
is marked out, and the concerns of the next and
every fucceeding hour are in his hands. How
happy are they who can refign all to him, fee his
hand in every difpenfation, and believe that he
chufes better for them than they poflibly could for
themfelves.

A fingle eye to his glory as the ultimate fcope of
all our undertakings. The Lord can defi ign no-
thing fhort of his own glory, nor thould we. The

C6 con-
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conftraining love of Chrift has a dire& and mar-
vellous tendency, in ‘proportion to .the meafure of
faith, to mortify the corrupt principle, Self, which
for a feafon is the grand fpring of our conduét,
and by which we are too much biafled after we
know the Lord. = But as grace prevails, felf is
rcnounced.  We feel that we are not our own, that
we are bought with a price, and that it is our duty,
our honour and our happinefs, to be the fervants
of God and of the Lord Jefus Chrift. To devote
foul and body, every talent, power and faculty,
to the fervice of his caufe and will; to let our light
thine. (in our feveral fituations) to the praife of his
grace ; to place our higheft joy in the contemplation
of his adorable perfections ; to rejoice even in tri-
bulations and diftrefles, in reproaches and infir-
mities, if thereby the power of Chrift may reft
upon us and be magnified in us; to be content, yea
¢lad to be nothing, that he may be all in all ;—
to obey him, in oppofition to the threats or foli-
citations of men ; to truft him, though all outward
appearances feem ragainft us; to rejoice in hbim,
though we fhould (as will fooner or later be the
cafe) havg nothing elfe to rejoice in—to live above
the world, and to have our converfation in heaven,
to be like the Angels, finding our own pleafure in
performing his: This, my Lord, is the prize—the
mark of our high' calling, to which we are en-
couraged with a holy ambition continually to afpire,
It is true we fhall ftill fall fhort, we fhall find that
when we would do good, evil will be prefent with
us. But the attempt is glorious, and fhall not be
wholly in vain, He that gives us thus #o will, will

enable

——
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enable us to perform with growing fuccefs, and
teach us to profit even by our’miftakes and imper-
fections.

O blefled man! that thus fears the Lord, that
delights in his word, and derives his principles,
motives, maxims and confolations, from that um-
failing fource of light and ftrength. He fhall be
like a tree'planted by the rivers of water, whole
leaf is always green and fruit abundant., The
wifdom that is above fhall direct his plans, infpire
his counfels, and the power of God fhall guard
him on every fide, and prepare his way through
every difficulty ; he fhall fee mountains fink into
plains, and ftreams fpring up in the dry wildernefs.
The Lerd’s enemies will be his, and they may be
permitted to fight againft him, but they fhall not
prevail, for the Lord is with him to deliver him.
The condutt of fuch a one, though in a narrow
and retired {phere of life, is of more real excellence
and importance, than the moft fplendid a&ions of
kings and conquerors, which fill the annals of
hiftory. Prov. xvi. 32. And if the God whom he
ferves is pleafed to place him in a more public light,
his labors and cares will be amply compenfated, by
the fuperior opportunities afforded him, of mani-
fefting the power and reality of true religion, and
promoting the good of mankind.

I hope I may fay that I defire to be thus intirely
given up to the Lord; I am fure I mu/? fay, that
what I have written, is far from being my actual
experience. Alas, I might be condemncd out of
my own mouth, were the Lord {tri¢t to mark what
is amifs. But O the comfort, we are not under

5 the
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the law but under grace. The gofpel is a difpenfa-
tion for finners, and we have an advocate with the
Father. There is the unfhaken ground of hope.
A reconciled Father, a prevailing Advocate, a
powerful Shepherd, a compaffionate Friend ; a Sa-
vior who is able and willing to fave to the uttermoft,
He knows our frame, he remembers that we are
but duft, and has opened for us a new and blood- “
befprinkled way of accefs to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help
n every time of need, I am,

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &e,

LET-
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LE LLER. YL

My Lorp, April—1773.

OR five or fix weeks paft I have been a good
deal indifpofcd. The ground of my com=-
plaint was a cold, attended with:a flight fever, and
for fome time with a cough, which made me feel
fome inconvenience in preaching ; to this fucceeded
a deafnefs, fa great as to cut me off from converfa-
tion, for I could not hear the found of a voice
unlefs it was fpoken loud: in my ear. But the Lord
has mercifully removed the fever and cough, opened
my ears, and I am now nearly as well as ufual.
I had caufe to be thankful efpecially for two things
under this difpenfation ; firft, that I was enabled,
though fometimes with a little difficulty, to go on
with my public work. It is a fingular faver I
have to acknowledge, that for the fpace of almoft
nine years, fince I have been in the Miniftry, our
fabbath and weekly opportunities have not been
once fufpended: whereas 1 have feen many of
the Lord’s fervants laid by for a confiderable fpace,
within that time. My other great mercy was,
that the Lord was pleafed to preferve me in a peace-
ful refigned frame, fo that when I was deaf, and
could not be certain that I fthould recover my hear-
ing any more, I was in general as chearful and
ealy as at other times. ‘This was the effect of his
goodnefs—for though I know enough of his fo-
vereignty, wifdom and faithfulnefs, of his right
to
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to do what he pleafes, and the certainty that he
does all things well, to furnith me with arguments
enough to prove that fubmiffion to his will is our
abfolute duty, yet I am fenfible that when the
trial attually comes, notwithftanding all the advice
I may have offered to others, I fhould myfelf tofs
like a wild bull in a net, rebel and repine, forget
that I am a finner and that he is fovereign; this I
fay would always and invariably be the cafe, unlefs
he was gracioufly pleafed to fulfil his word, that
ftrength fhall be according to the day. I hope my
deafnefs has been inftrutive to me. The exercife
of our fenfes is fo eafily and conftantly performed,
that it feems a thing of courfe; but I was then
reminded how precarious the tenure is by which
we hold thofe bleffings which feem moft our own,
and which are moft immediately neceflfary to the
comfortable enjoyment of life. Outward fenfes,
mental faculties, health of body and peace of mind,
are extremely valuable, but the continuance of
them for a fingle moment depends upon him who
if he opens none can fhut, and when he fhuts
none can open. A minute is more than fufficient
to deprive us of what we hold moft dear, or to
prevent us from deriving the leaft comfort from it
if it is not taken away. I am not prefuming to
give your Lordfhip information, but enly mention-
ing the thoughts that were much wpon my mind,
while I was incapable of converfation. Thefe are
indeed plain and obvious truths, which I have
long acknowledged as indifputable; but I have
reafon to be thankful when the Lord imprefles
them with frefh power upon my heart, even though

he
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he fees fit to do it by the medium of afflictions.
I have feen of late fomething of the weight and
importance of that admonition, Fer, ix. 23, 24.
A paflage which, though addrefled to the wife, the
mighty and the rich, is of univerfal application—
for felf, unmlefs corre¢ted and mortificd by grace,
will find fomething whereof to glory, in the
meaneft chara&ers and the loweft fituation. And
indeed when things come to be weighed in the
balance of the fanctuary, the Lunatics in Bedlam,
fome of whom glory in their ftraw or their chains,
as marks of fplendor, or enfigns of royalty, have
as much reafon on their fide, as any perfons upon
earth who glory in themfelves. This alone is the
proper ground of glory and joy, if we know the
Lord—then all is fafe at prefent, and all will be
happy for ever. Then, whatever changes may
affe&t our temporal concernments, our beft interefts
and hopes are fecured beyond the reach of change.
And whatever we may lofe or fuffer during this
little fpan of time, will be abundantly compenfated
in that glorious ftate of eternity, which is juft at
hand, I am, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s, &c.

1LET-
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LETTER:ZLX

My Lornp, Dec. — 1772,

Lately employed fome of my leifure hours,
(which when I am not indolent are but few)

in reading the Memoirs of the Duke of Sully,
which occafionally came in my way. It afforded
me matter for variety of reflelions. I pity the
Duke of Sully, whofe attachment to the name of
a Proteftant feems to have been little more than a
point of honor, who drew all his refources from
himfelf, and whofe chief aim feems to have been
to approve himfelf faithful to an earthly Mafter,
He aéted as well as could be expeéted from- natural
principles ; and the Lord, who employed him as an
inftrument of his providence, rewarded his fidelity
with fuccefs, honor and riches. A reward which
though in itfelf a poor one, is fuited to the defires
of men who place their happinefs in worldly things,
and is fo far a compenfation of their fervices. It
is given to your Lordfhip to aét from nobler prin-
ciples, and with more enlarged views. You fervea
Mafter of whofe favor, protection and affiftance
you cannot be deprived, who will not overlook or
mifconftrue the {malleft fervice you attempt for
him, who will liften to no infinuations againft you,
who is always near to comfort, direct and ftrengthen
you, and who is preparing for you fuch honors and
bleflings as he only can give, an inheritance (the
reverfe
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reverfe of all earthly good) aplaprev xat auiavrov
xas apapayroy *.  Thus animated and thus f{up-
ported, aflifted likewife by the prayers of thoufands,
may we not warrantably hope that your Lordhip
will be an inftrument of great good, and that
both church and ftate will be benefited by your
example, counfels and care.

In another view the Duke of Sully’s Hiftory
exhibits a comment upon the Pfalmift’s words,
Surely man in his beft eftate is altogether vanity.
View him in one light he feems to have pofefled
all that the moft alpiring mind could aim at—The
favor and confidence of his prince, accumulated
wealth, great honors, and fuch power by his offices
and influence with the king, that he could almoft
do what he pleafed. Yet he had fo much to fuffer
from the fatigues and. difficulties of his ftation, and
the cabals and malice of his enemies, that in the
midft of all his grandeur a difpaflionate mind
would rather pity than envy him. And how fud-
dcnly were his fchemes broken by the death of the
king. Then he loft his friend, his protector, his
influence. The remainder of his days were im-
bittered by many inquietudes; he lived indeed (if
that could afford any confolation) in much {ftate
and pageantry afterwards, but after having toiled
through. more than fourfcore years, died at laft
almoft of a broken heart from domeftic uneafinefles,
And is this all that the world can do for thofe who
are accounted moft fuccefsful ! Alas,

Too low they build who build below the fkies.

* Incorruptible, undefiled, unfading.

And
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And what a piQure of the inftability of human
things have we in his Mafter Henry ! Admired,
beloved, dreaded. Full of vaft defigns, fondly
fuppofing himfelf born to be the arbitor of Europe,
in an awful moment, and in the midft of his
friends, fuddenly ftruck from the height of his
grandeur, and fnatched into the invifible, unchange-
able world. In that moment all his thoughts
perifhed.

How unfpeakably awful fuch a tranfition | How
remarkable were his own forebodings of the ap-
proaching hour! O Lord, how doft thou pour
contempt upon princes, and teach us that the great
and the mean are equally in thy hands and at thy
difpofal, as clay in the hands of the Potter. Poor
king! while he expected obedience to his own
commands, he lived in habitual defiance of the
commands of God. Men may refpect his memory,
for his fincerity, benevolence and other amiable
qualities ; but befides that he was engroffed by a
round of fenfual pleafure, (when bufinefs of ftate
did not interfere) his life was ftained with adultery.
Happy, if in the hours he fpent in retirement,
when the preintimation of his death hung heavy
upon his mind, the Lord humbled and foftened
his heart, and gave him repentance untolife. I wifh
the hiftory afforded a proof of this. However, in
his death, we fee an affeéting proof, that no human
dignity or power can ward off the ftroke of the
Almighty, who by fuch fudden and unexpected dif-
penfations often fhews himfelf terrible to the
princes and great men of the earth, O that they

could
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could fee his hand, and wifely confider his doing
in them,

But happy is the man who fears the Lord and
delights in his commandments; who fets God
always before him, and a&s under the conftraining
influence of redeeming love, H: is the real friend
and the beft champion of his country, who makes,
not the vague notions of human wifdom and honor,
but the precepts and example of the blefled Jefus,
the model and the motive of his condu&. He in-
culcates (as occafion offers) the great truths of
religion in his converfation, and demonftrates them
by his praltice; yet the beft part of his life is
known only to God and himfelf. His time is di-
vided between ferving his country in public, and
wreftling for it in private. Nor fhall his labors
or his prayers be loft. IEither he fhall have the
defire of his heart, and fhall fee the religion and
the liberty he fo highly values tranfmitted to
pofterity ; or, if he fhould live when wrath is
decreed and there is no remedy, the promife and
the providence of God fhall feal him as the pe-
culiar charge of Angels, in the midt of public
calamity. And when all things are involved in
confufion, when the hearts of the wicked fhall
thake like the leaves of the foreft, he fhall be kept
in perfect peace trufting in the Lord. I am,

With the greateft deference,
My Lord, &c.

LET-
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LET TR __X.

My Lorb, March—1773.

SUALLY for fome days before 1 purpofe

writing to your Lordfhip, my thoughts are
upon the ftretch for a fubje¢t; I do not mean all
day long, but it is fo more or lefs ; but I might as
- well fpare my enquiries, I can come to no deter-
mination, and for the moft part begin to write at
an abfolute uncertainty how I am to proceed.
Since I cannot premeditate, my heart prays that
it may be given me in the fame hour what I fhall
offer. A fimple dependance upen the teaching and
influence of the good Spirit of God, fo as not to
fuperfede the ufe of appointed means, would, if
it could be uniformly maintained, make every part
of duty eafy and fuccefsful. It would free us from
much folicitude, and prevent many miftakes.—Me-
thinks I have a fubjeét in view already, a fubjet
of great importance to myfelf, and which perhaps
will not be difpleafing to your Lordfhip : How to
walk with God in the daily occurrences of life,
fo as to do every thing for his fake, and by his
ftrength.

When we are juftified by faith and accepted in
the Beloved, we become heirs of everlafting life,
but we cannot know the full value of our privileges
ill we enter upon the ftate of glory. For this,
molt who are converted have to wait fome time
af.er they are pariak:rs of gace. Though the

Lord
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Lord loves them, hates fin, and teaches them to
hate it, he appoints them to remain a while in a
finful world, and to groan under the burden of a
depraved nature. He could put them in immediate
pofleflion of the heaven for which he has given
them a meetnefs, but he does not. He has a fer-
vice for them here, an honor which is worth all
they can fuffer, and for which eternity will not
afford an opportunity, namely, to be inftruments
of promoting his defigns, and manifefting his grace
in the world. Striétly fpeaking, this is the whole
of our bufinefs here, the only reafon why life is
prolonged, or for which it is truly defirable, that
we may fill up our conne&ions and fituations,
improve our comforts and our crofles in fuch a
manner, as that God may be glorified in us and by
us. As he is a bountiful Mafter and a kind Father,
he is pleafed to afford a variety of temporal bleflings,
which {weeten our fervice, and as coming from his
hand are very valuable, but are by no means worth
living for confidered in themfelves, as they can
neither fatisfy our defires, preferve us from trouble,
or fupport us under it. That light of God’s coun-
tenance which can pervade the walls and diflipate
the gloom of a dungeon, is unfpeakably preferable
to all that can be enjoyed in a palace without it.
The true end of life is to live not to ourfelves but
to him who died for us, and while we devote our-
felves to his fervice upon earth, to rejoice in the
profpeét of being happy with him for ever in
heaven. Thefe things are generally known and
acknowledged by Profeflors, but they are a favered
Jew who act confiftently with their avowed prin-

ciples,
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ciples, who honettly, diligently and without referve
endeavor to make the moit of their talents and
ftrength in prometing the Lord’s fervice, and allow
themfelves in no views or defigns but what are
plainly fubordinate and fubfervient to it. Yea, I
believe the belt of the Lord’s fervants fee caufe
enough to confefs, that they are not only unprofit-
able in comparifon of what they with to be, but
in many inftances unfaithful likewife. They find
fo many fnares, hindrances and temptations arifing
from without, and fo much embarraffment from
fin which dwells within, that they have more caufe
for humiliation than felf-complacence, when they
feem moft earneft and moft ufeful. However, we
have no fcriptural evidence that we ferve the Lord
at all, any farther than we find an habitual defire
and aim to ferve him wholly. He is gracious to
1 our imperfections and weaknefs, yet he requires all
the heart, and will not be ferved by halves, nor
accept what is performed by a divided fpirit. I
lately met with fome profane fcoffs of Voltaire upon
the fentiment of doing all to the glory of God ;
(fuch as might be expected from fuch a man) how-
ever, this is the true alchimy which turns every
thing to gold, and ennobles the common a&ions of
life into alts of religion. 1 Cor. x. 31. Nor is
there a grain of real goodnefs in the moft fpecious

altions which are performed without a reference to
B God’s glory. This the world cannot underftand,
but it will appear highly rcafonable to thofe who
take their idezs of God from the fcripture, and who
have fclt the neceflity and found the benefits of
redemption —we arc debtors many ways., The

Lord

——
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Lord has a right to us by ‘creation, by redemption,
by conqueft, when he freed us from Satan’s power,
and took pofleflion of our hearts by’ his grace ; and
laftly, by our own voluntary furrender in the day
when he enabled us to fix our choice on himfelf
as our Lord and our portion. Then we felt the
force of our obligations, we faw the beauty and
honour of his fervice, and that nothing was worthy
to ftand in the leaft degree of competition with " it.
This is always equally true, though our perceptions
of itare not always equally ftrong. ~ But where it
has been once really known, it cannot ‘be wholly
forgotten, or ceafe to be the governing principle
of life; and the Lord has promifed to revive the
impreffion in thofe who wait upon him, and thereby
to renew their ftrength. For in proportion as we
feel by what ties we are his, we thall embrace his
fervice as perfect freedom.

Again, when the eye is thus fingle the whole
body will be full of light. The principle of
acting fimply for God, will in general make the
path of duty plain, folve a thoufand otherwife du-
bious queftions, lead to the moft proper and obvious
means, and preclude that painful anxiety about
events, which upon no other plan can be avoided.
The love of God is the beft cafuift, efpecially as
it leads us to a careful attendance to his precepts, a
reliance on his promifes, and a fubmiffion to his
will.  Moft of our perplexities arife from an undue,
though perhaps unperceived attachment to felf,
Either we have fome fcheme of our own too clofel
connected with our general view of ferving the
Lord, qr lay fome ftrefs upon our own manage-

Vor, I, D
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ment, which, though we fufpe& it may poffibly
fail us, we cannot entirely help trufting to. In
thefe refpects the Lord permits his fervants occa-
fionally to feel their own weaknefs ; but if they
are fincerely devoted to him, he will teach them to
profit by it, and bring them by degrees to a {im-
plicity of dependance, as well as of intention.
Then all things are eafy. Ad&ing from love and
walking by faith, they can neither be difappointed
or difcouraged. Duty is their part, care is his,
and they are enabled to caft it upon him. They
know that when their expedients feem to fail, He
is ftill all-fufficient. They know that being en-
gaged in his caufe they cannot mifcarry, and that
though in fome things they may feem to fall fhort
of fuccefs, they are fure of meeting acceptance,
and that he will eftimate their fervices not by their
actual effes, but according to the gracious prin-
ciple and defire he has put into their hearts, 2

Chron. vi. 7, 8.

I am, with the greateft refpect,

My Lord, &c.

LET-
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 LETTER XIL
My LoRrb, Fune —=1773.

'Y old caft-off acquaintance, Horace, oc-
cafionally came in my way this morning.

I opened it upon lib. 3. od.29. Did I not know
the propofal to be utterly impratticable, how’'gladly
fhould I imitate it, and fend your Lordfhip in‘honeft -
profe, if not in elegant verfe, an invitation. But
I muft content myfelf with the idea of the pleafure
it would give me to fit with you half a day under
my favorite great tree, and converfe with you, not
concerning the comparatively petty affairs of human
governments, but of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God. How many delightful fubjects
would fuggeft themfelves in a free and retired con-
verfation, The excellency of our King, the per-
tanency and glory of his kingdom, the beauty of
his adminiftration, the privileges of his fubjeéls,
the review of what he has done for us, and the
profpect of what he has prepared for us in future;
~——and if while we were converfing, he thould be
pleafed to join us (as he did the Difgiples when
walking to Emmaus) how would our hearts burn
within us. Indeed, whether we are alone or in
company, the moft interefting topics ftrike us but
faintly, unlefs he is pleafed to afford his gracious
influence ; but when he is prefent, light, love, li-
berty and joy fpring up in the hearts that know
D2 him,
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him,—=This reminds me (as I have mentioned Ho-
race) to reftore fome beautiful lines to their proper
application. They are impious and idolatrous as
he ufes them, but have an expreflive propricty in the
mouth of a believere——

Lucem redde tue, Dux bone, patrie,
Inflar weris enim vultus ubi tuus
Afulfit populo, gratior it Dies

Et Soles melius nitent.

But we cannot meet. All that is left for me, is
to ufe the liberty you allow me of offering a few
hints upon thefe fubjels by letter, not becaufe you
know them not, but becaufe you love them. The
hour is coming, when all impediments fhall be re-
moved—aAll diftin&ions fhall ceafe that are founded
upon fublunary things, and the earth and all its
works fhall be burnt up. Glorious day! May
our fouls be filled with the thought, and learn to
eftimate all things around us n#ew, by the view in
which they will appear to us then. Then it will be
of fmall moment who was the Prince and who was
the Beggar in this life—~but who in their feveral
fituations .fought, and loved, and feared, and ho-
nored the Lord. Alas! how many of the kings of
.the earth, and . the rich men, and the chief cap-
tains, and the mighty men, will then fay (in vain)
to the mountains and the rocks, fall on us and hide
us ] In this world they are for the moft part too
bufy to regard the commands of God, or too happy
to feek his favor ; they have their good things here ;
they pleafe themfelves for a while, and in 2 moment
they go down to the grave: in that moment their

: thoughts
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thoughts perifh, their fchemes are ‘left unfinifhed,
they are torn from their pofleffions, and enter upon
anew, an untried, an unchangeable, a never ending
ftate of exiftence. Alas,-is this all the world can
afford 1 I congratulate you, my Lord, not becaufe
God has 19pomted you to appear in an elevated
rank (this, abftralted from the opportunity it af-
fords you of greater ufefulnefs, would perhaps be
a more proper {ubjeét for condolance) but that he
has admitted you to thofe honors and’ privileges
which come ﬁ(lz him only, and which fo few in
the fuperior ranks of life think worthy of their at-
tention. 1 doubt not but you dre often affeted
with a fenfe of this diftinguifhing mercy. ‘ Bat
though we know that we are debtors, great debtors
to the grace of God, which alone has made us to
difter, we know it but imperfeétly at prefent. It
doth not yet appear what we fhall be, nor can we
ferma juft conception of the mifery from which®
we are redeemed ; much lefs of the price paid for
our redemption. How little do ‘we know of the
Redeemer’s dignity, and of the unutterable diftrefs
he endured when his foul was' made an offering for
fin, and it pleafed the Father to bruife him, that by
his ftripes we ‘might be healed. Thefe tl.mgs will
ftrike us quite in another manner when we view
them in the li ght of‘eternity.  Then, to return to
the thought from which I have mmbled, then an
there I uuff we fhall meet to the highe ﬁ advantage,
and fpend an everlafting d: ay together in hapmnc!:
and praife. With this thou'rht I endeavor to com-
tort myfelf under the regret I fometimes feel that
I can have fo little intercourfe with you in this life
1) _) Axl.l_\
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May the chearing contemplation of the hope fet
before us, fupport and animate us to improve the
interval, and fill us with an holy ambition of fhin-
ing as lights in the world, to the praife and glory
of his grace who has called us out of darknefs,
Encompafled as we are with fnares, temptations
and infirmities, it is poffible (by his promifed af-
fiftance) to live in fome good meafure above the
world while we are in it; above the influence of
its cares, its fmiles, or its frowns. Qur converfa-
tion woNiTeupa, our citizenthip is in heaven, We
are not at home, but only refident here for a feafon,
to fulfil an appointed fervice. And the Lord, whom
we ferve, has encouraged us to hope that he will
guide us by his wifdom, ftrengthen us by his power,
and comfort us with the light of his countenance,
which is better than life, Every blefling we receive
from him is a token of his favor, and a pledge of that
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,
which he has referved for us. O, to hear him fay
at laft, Well done good and faithful fervant, enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord! will be a rich
amends for all that we can lofe, fuffer or forbear,
for his fake.

1 fubfcribe myfelf, with great fincerity,
My Lord, &c.

LET-
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LEST TER:XIL
My Lorp, February — 1774,

HE firft line of Horace’s epiftle to Auguftus,

when rightly applied, fuggefts a grand and
chearing idea,  As addreffed by the Poet, nothing
can be more blafphemous, idolatrous and abfurd ;
but with what comfort and propriety may a Chrif-
tian look up to him, to whom all power is com-
mitted in heaven and earth, and fay, Cum 2ot
Juflineas et tanta megotia Solus! Surely a more’
weighty and comprehenfive fentence never dropped
from an uninfpired pen. And how beautifully
expreflively is it clofed by the word Sofus ! The

government is upon his fhoulders, and though he
is concealed by a veil of fecond caufes, from com-
mon eyes, fo that they can perceive only the means,
inftruments and contingencies by which he works,
and therefore think he does nothing, yet in rcahty
he does all, according to his own counfel and plea
fure, in the armies of hcwen and among the mha-
bitants of the earth.

Who can enumerate the Tot of tanta negotia,
which are mceﬂ'ant]y before his eye, adjufted by his
wifdom, dcpcndcnt on his will, and regulated by
his power in his kingdoms of providence al.d grace !
If we confider the heavens, the work of his fin: gers,
the moon and the ftars which he has ord: uncd—lf
we call in the affiftance of Aftronomers and olafles,
to help usin forming a conception of the number,

D 4 diftances,
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diftances, magnitudes and motions of the heavenly
bodies ; the more we fearch, the more we fhall be
confirmed, that thefe are but a portion of his
ways — But- he calls them all by their names,
upholds them by his power, and without his con-
tinial energy” they would rufh into confufion, or
ik nto nothing. If we fpeak of intelligences,
he 1s the life, the joy, the fun of all that are ca.
pable of happinefs. Whatever may be fignified by
the thrones, principalities and powers in the world
of light, they are all dependant upon his power
and obedient to his command ; it is equally true of
angels as of men, that without him they cando
aothing.  The powers of darknefs are likewife un-
der his fubjection and control. Though but little
is faid of them in fcripture, we read enough to af-
fure us that their number muft be immenfely great,
and that their {trength, fubtlety and malice are
fuch, as we may tremble to think of them as our
enemies, and probably fhould, but for our ftrange
in{enfibility to whatever does not fall under the cog-
nizance of our outward fenfes. But he holds them
all in a chain, fo that they can do or attempt no-
thing but by his permiffion, and whatever he per-
mits them to do (though they mean nothing lefs)
has its appointed fubferviency in accomplifhing his
defigns,

But to comeg nearer home, and to fpeak of what
feems more fuited to our {canty apprehenfions—
ftill we may be loft in wonder—Before this blef-
fed and only Potentate, all the nations of the earth
are but as the duft upon the ballance and the fmall
drop of a bucket~and might be thought (if com=

pared
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pared with the immenfity of his works) fcarccly
worthy of his notice.” Yet here he prefides, per-
vades, provides, protects and rules. In him his
creatures live, move, and have their being—=from
him is their food and prefervation. = The eyes of all
are upon him ; what he gives they gather, and can
gather no more ;! and at his word they: fink into the
duft—There is not 2 worm that crawls' upon the
ground, ~or a flower that grows in - the = pathlefs
wildernefs, or a fhell upon the fea fhore, but bears
the imprefs of his wifdom, power and goodnefs.
With refpect to men he reigns with ‘uncontrolled
dominion over every kingdom, family ‘and indi-
vidual. Here we may be aftonifhed at his wifdom,
in employing Free Agents, the: greater part of
whom are his enemies, to accomplifhy his purpofes.
But, however reluctant, they all ferve him. © His
patience likewife is wondérful. -« Multitudes, yea
nearly our whole fpecies, fpend the life and ftrength
which he affords them, and abufe all the bounties
he heaps upon them, in the ways of fin. His com-
mands are difregarded, his mame blafphemed, his
mercy difdained, his power defied, yet ftill he fpares.
It is an eminent part of his government to reftrain
the depravity of human nature, and in various ways
to check its effets, which if left to itfelf without
his providential - .control, ' would prefently make
earth the very image of hell. For the vileft men
are not fuffered to perpetrate a thoufandth part of
the evil which their hearts would prompt them to.
The earth, though lying in the wicked-oné, is filled
with the goodnefs of the Lord—He preferveth man
and beait, {uftains the young lion in the foreft; feeds

D s the
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the birds of the air which have neither ftore-houfe
or barn, and adorns the infe&s and the flowers of the
field with a beauty and elegance beyond all that can
be found in the courts of kings.

Still more wonderful is his adminiftration in his
kingdom of grace. He is prefent with all his creatures,
but in a peculiar manner with his own people.
Each of thefe are monuments of a more illuftrious
difplay of ‘power than that which fpread abroad
the heavens like a curtain and laid the foundations
of the earth. For he finds them all in a ftate of
rebellion and enmity, and makes them a willing
people. And from the moment he reveals his love
to them, hé efpoufes their caufe and takes all their
concerns into his own hands. He is near and at-
tentive to every one of them, as if there was only
that one. 'This high and lofty One who inhabits
eternity, before whom the angels veil their faces,
condefcerids to hold communion with thofe whom
men defpife, He fees not as man feeth e

Rides on . a cloud:difdainful by a Sultan or 2
Czar, to manifeft-him{elf to an humble foul in a
mud-walled cottage. " He comforts them when in
trouble, ftrengthens them when weak, makes their
beds in ficknefs, revives them when fainting, up-
holds ‘them when falling, and fo feafonably and
effeCtually manages for them, that though they are
perfecuted and tempted, though their enemies are
many znd mighty, nothing that they feel or fear is
able to feparate them from his love.

And all this He does Solus. All the abilities, pow=-
ers and inftin&s that are found amongft creatures,
afe emanations from his fulnefs, All changes,
: 5 fuccefles,




A NOBLEMAN. 59

fucceffes, difappointments—all that is memorable in
the annals of hiftory, all the rifings and falls of
empires, all the turns in human life, take place ac-
cording to his plan. In vain men contrive and
combine to accomplith their own counfels, unlefs
they are parts of his counfel likewife—the efforts
of théir utmoft ftrength and wifdom are crofled and
reverfed by the feebleft and moft unthought of
circumftances. But when he has a work to accom-
plith, and his time is come, however inadequate
and weak the means he employs may feem to a
carnal eye, the fuccefs is infallibly fecured. For
all things ferve him, and are in his hands as clay
in the hands of the potter. Great and marvel-
lous are thy works, Lord God Almighty, juft and
true are thy ways, thou King of Saints.

This is the God whom we adore. This is he
who invites us to lean upon his almighty arm, and
promifes to guide us with his unerring eye. He
fays to you, My Lord, and even to me, Fear not,
Iam with thee; be not difmayed, I am thy God 5 I
will ftrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea I
will uphold thee, with the richt-hand of my righ-
teoufnefs. Therefore while in the path ef duty,
and following his call, we may chearfully pafs on
regardlefs of apparent difficulties, for the Lord,
whofe we are, and who has taught us to make his
glory our higheft end, will go before us, and at
his word crooked things become ftraight, light
fhines out of darknefs, and mountains fink into
plains. Faith may and muft be exercifed, expe-
rience muft and will confirm what his word de-
clares, that the heart is deceitful, and that man in

D6 his
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his beft eftate is vanity. But his promifes to them
that fear him fhall be confirmed likewife, and they
fhall find him, in all fituations, a fun, a fhield, and
an exceeding great reward,

I have loft another of my people. A Mother in
our Ifrael. A perfon of much experience, emi-
nent grace, wifdom, and ufefulnefs. She walked
with God forty years. She was one of the Lord’s
poor, but her poverty was decent, fanétified and
honorable. She lived refpeted, and her death is
confidered as a public lofs. It is a great lofs to
me ; I fhall mifs her advice and example, by which
I have been often edified and animated, But Jefus
ftill lives. Almoft her laft words were, The Lord
}s my portion, faith my foul.

1 am, my Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &c.

LET-
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L'EETE R" XIII.

My Lornb, March 10, 1774

O R about fix weeks paft I have had occafion

to fpend feveral hours of  almoft every day,
with the fick and the dying.. Thefe fcenes are to
a Minifter like walking the Hofpitalsite .a young
Surgeon. The various cafes. which occur ex+
emplify, illuftrate and explain, with a commanding
energy, many truths which may be/ learnt indeed
at home,  but cannot be fo well underftood, or their
force fo.fenfibly felt, without: the advantage of
experience and obfervation. As Phyficians, befides
that competent general knowledge of their profef-
fion which fhould be common to them all, have
ufually their feveral favorite branches of ftudy; fome
applying  themfelves more to Botany, iethers to
Chemiftry, others to Anatomy. So Minifters, as
their inclinations and gifts differ, are led more clofely
to confider fome particular branch of the fyftem
of Divine Truth. Some are dire&ed to ftate and
defend . the do&rines of the Gofpel, fome have a
talent for elucidating difficult texcs ;of. feripture 3
fome have a turn for explaining the prophetical
parts, and fo of the reft.: For myfelf, if it be
lawful to fpeak of myfelf, and fo far as I can
judge, Anatomy is my favorite branch, I mean
the ftudy of the human heart, with its workings
and counter-workings, as it is differently affefted in
a ftate of nature or of grace, in the different
feafons
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feafons of profperity, adverfity, convition, tempta-
tion, ficknefs, and the approach of death. The
Lord, by fending me hither, provided me a good
fchool for thefe purpofes. I know not where I could
have had a better, or affording a greater variety of
charallers in proportion to the number of people ;
and as they are moftly a poor people, ‘and ftrangers
to that addrefs which is the refult of education and
converfe with the world, there is a fimplicity in what
they fay or do, which gives me a peculiar advantage
in judging of their cafes.

But I was about to fpeak of death. Though
the grand evidence of thofe truths upon which our
hopes are built arifes from the authority of God
fpeaking them in his word, and revealing them by
his Spirit, to the awakened heart (for till the heart
s awakened it is incapable of receiving this evi-
dence) yet fome of thefe truths are fo myfterious,
fo utterly repugnant to the judgment of depraved
nature, that through the remaining influence of
unbelief and vain reafoning, the temptations of
Satan, and the fubtle arguments with which fome
men reputed wife attack the foundations of our
faith, the minds even of believers are fometimes
capable of being fhaken. I know no better cor-
roborating evidence for the relief of the mind un-
der fuch affaults than the teftimony of dying per-
fons, efpecially of fuch as have lived out of the
noife of controver{y, and who perhaps never heard
a fyllable of what has been flarted in thefe evil
days, againft the Deity of Chrift, his atonement,
and other important articles. Permit me, my Lord,
to relate, upon'this occafion, fome things which

exceedingly
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exceedingly firuck me in the converfation I had
with a young woman whom I vifited in her laft
illnefs about two years ago, She was a fober pru-
dent perfon, of plain fenfe, could read her bible,
but had read little befide ; her knowledge of the
world was nearly confined to the parifh, for I fup-
pofe the was feldom if ever twelve miles from home
in her life.  She had known the gofpel about feven
years before the Lord vifited her with a lingering
confumption, which at length removed her to a
better world., A few days before her death, I had
been praying by her bedfide, and in my prayer 1
thanked the Lord, that he gave her now to fee
that fhe had not followed cunningly devifed fables !
When I had finithed fhe repeated that word, ¢ No,
fhe faid, not cunningly devifed fables, thefe are
realities indeed, I feel their truth, I feel their com-
fort. O tell my friends, tell my acquaintance, telt
enquiring fouls, tell poor finners, tell all the
daughters. of Jerufalem (alluding to Solom. Song,
v. 16, from which fhe had juit before' defired me
to preach at her funeral) what Jefus has done for
my foul. Tell them that new in the time of need,
I find him my beloved and my friend, and as fuch
I commend him to them.” She then fixed her
eyes {tedfaftly upon me, and proceeded as well as I
can recollect as follows: ¢ Sir, you are highly
favored in being called to preach the Gofpel. I
have often heard you with pleafure, but give me
leave totell you, that I now fee all you have faid,
or can fay, is comparatively but little, Nor till
you come into my fituation, and have death and
eternity full in your view, will it be poffible for

you
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you to conceive the vaft weight and importance of
the truths you declare. Oh Sir, it is a ferious
thing to die, no words can exprefs what: is needful
to fupport the foul, in the folemnity of a dying
hour.”

I believe it was- the next day when I vifited her
again ; after fome difcourfe asiufual, the faid, with
a remarkable vehemence of fpecch, aré you fure 1
cannot be miftaken ! I anfwered without hefitation,
yes, [ am fure—1I am not afraid to fay, .my foul for
your’s that you are right. She paufed a little and
then replied, ¢ You fay true, I know I am.right.
I feel that my hope is fixed upon the rock of ages,
I know in whom I have believed. Yet if you could
fee with my eyes you.would not wonder at my
queftion. . But the! approach of death prefents a
profpe&t, which is till then hidden from us, and
which cannot be defcribed.” She faid much more
to the fame purpofe, and in all the {fpoke there was.
a dignity, weight, and evidence, which. I fuppofe
few profeflors. of divinity when leCturing from the
chair, have at any time equalled. We may well
fay withs Elihu, Who teacheth like him? Many
inftances of the like kind I have met with here. I
have a poor girl near me who looks like an Ideot,
and her natural capacity is indeed very fmall; but
the Lord has been pleafed to make her acquainted
alternately with great temptations, and. proportion=
ably great difcoveries of his love and truth ; fome-
times when her heart is enlarged, I liften to her
with aftonithment. I think no books or minifters
I ever met with, have given me fuch an impreffion

and




and underftanding of what the Apoftle ftiles ra
BaSn rou Oeov, as I have upon fome occafions
received from her converfation,

But 1 am rambling again. My attendance upon
the fick is not always equally comfortable, but
could I learn aright it might be equally inftructive.
Some confirm the precioufnefs of a Savior to me,
by the chearfulnefs with which, through faith in
his name, they meet the king of terrors. Others
no lefs confirm it, by the terror and relu&tance
they difcover when they find they muft die. For
though there are too many who fadly flight the
blefled Gofpel while they are in health, yet in this
place moft are too far enlightened to be quite
thoughtlefs about. their fouls, if they retain their
fenfes in their laft illnefs. Then, like the foolith
virgins, they fay, Give us of your oil : Then they
are willing that minifters and profeffors thould pray
with them and fpeak to them. Through the Lord’s
goodnefs feveral whom I have vifited in thefe cir-
cumftances, have afforded me good hope; they
have been favingly changed by his blefling -upon
what bas pafled at the eleventh hour. I have feen
a marvellous and blefled change take place in their
language, views and:tempers, in a few days. I
now vifit a young perfon who is cut fhort in her
1gth year ‘by a confumption, and I think cannot
live many days. I found her very ignorant and
infenfible, and fhe remained fo a good while, but
of late I hope her heart is touched—She feels her
loft ftate, fhe feems to have fome right defires, fhe
begins to pray, and in fuch a manneras I cannot
but hope the Lord is teaching her, and will reveal

himfelf
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himfelf to her before fhe departs—but it is fome-
times otherwife. I faw a young woman die laft
week ; 1 had been often with her, but the night fhe
was removed fhe could only fay, O, I cannot live,
I cannot live! She repeated this mournful complaint
as long as fhe could fpeak, for as the vital powers
were more opprefled, her voice was changed into
groans ; her groans grew fainter and fainter, and in
about a quarter of an hour after fhe had done fpeak-
ing fhe expired. Poor thing, I thought, as I ftood
by her bedfide, if you were a Duchefs, in this fitu-
ation, what could the world do for you now ! I
thought likewife, how many things are there, that
now give us pleafure or pain, and affume a mighty
importance in our view, which, ina dying hour,
will be no more to us than the clouds which fly un-
noticed over our heads. Then the truth of our
Lord’s aphorifm will be feen, felt and acknowledged,
One thing is needful. And we fhall be ready to ap=
ply Grotius’s dying confeflion to (alas!) a great
part of our lives—— Ab vitam perdidi, nibil agendo
laboriafe.

Your Lordfhip allows me to fend unpremeditated
letters—1I need not affure you this is one,

I am, my Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &c.

LET-
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LETTER NIV,

My Lorbp,

HAT .a mercy is it to be feparated in

fpirit, converfation and intereft from the

world that knows not God! where all are alike
by nature. Grace makes a happy and unfpeakable
difference.  Believers were once under the fame
influence of that fpirit who ftill worketh in the
children of difobedience, purfuing different paths,
but all equally remote from truth and peace. Some
hatching cockatrice eggs, others weaving fpiders
webs, Thefe two general heads of mifchief and
vanity, include all the fchemes, aims and atchiev-
ments of which man is capable, till God is pleafed
to vifit the heart with his grace. The bufy part of
mankind are employed in multiplying evils and mi-
feries ; the more retired, fpeculative and curious are
amufing themfelves with what will hereafter appear
as unfubftantial, unftable and ufelefs as a cobweb.
Death will foon fweep away all that the philofo-
phers, the virtuofi, the mathematicians, the anti-
quarians and other learned triflers are now weaving
with fo much felf-applauded addrefs. Nor will the
fine fpun drefles, in which the moralift and the felf-
righteous clothe themfelves, be of more advantage
to them either for ornament or defence than the
produce of a fpider. But it is given to a few to
know their prefent ftate and future deftination——
Thefe build upon the immoveable rock of ages,
for
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for eternity. Thefe are trees fpringing from a liv-
ing root, and bear the fruits of righteoufnefs, which
are by Jefus Chrift to the glory and praife of God.
‘Thefe only are awake while the reft of the world
are in a fleep, indulging in vain dreams from which
likewife they will fhortly awake ; but O, with what
confternation, when they fhall find themfelves irre-
coverably divorced from all their delufive attach-
ments, and compelled to appear before that God”
to whom they have lived ftrangers, and to whom
they muft give an account. O for a thoufand
tongues to proclaim in the ears of thoughtlefs mor-
tals, that important ' aphorifm of our Lord, One
thing is needful.  Yet a thoufand tongues would
be and are employed in vain,’ unlefs fo far as the
Lord is pleafed to fend the watchman’s warning,
by the pewer and agency of his own Spirit. I think
the Poet tells us that Caffandra had the gift of truly
foretelling future events, but fhe was afterwards
laid under a painful embarrafiment, that nobody
fhould believe her words. Such, with refpe& to
the bulk of their auditories, is the lot of Gofpel
Minifters ; they are enlightened to fee, and fent
forth to declare, the awful confequences of fin, but
alas, how few believe their report. To illuftrate
aur grief and difappointment, I fometimes fuppofe
there was a dangerous water in the way of travellers,
over which there is a bridge, which thofe who can
be prevailed upon may pafs with fafety. By the
fide of this bridge watchmen are placed, to warn
pafiengers of the danger of the waters, to aflure
them that all who attempt to go through them in-
evitably perifh, to invite, intreat and befeech them,

if
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(f they value their lives, to crofs the bridge. Me-
.thinks this thould be an eafy tafk. Yet if we fhould
fee in fack the greater part ftopping their ears to the
friendly importunity, many fo much offended by it,
as to account the watchman’s care impertinent, and
only deferving of fcorn and ill-treatment, hardly
one in fifty betaking themfclves to the friendly
bridge, the.reft eagerly plunging into the waters,
from which none return, as if they were determined
to try who fhould be drowned firft. This fpetacle
would be no unfit emblem of the reception the
gofpel meets with from a blinded world. The
Minifters are rejected, oppofed, vilified; they are
accounted troublers of the world, becaufe they dare
not, cannot ftand filent, while finners are perifhing
before their eyes ; and if in the courfe of many fer-
mons they can prevail but on one foul to take
timely warning, and to feek to Jefus, who is the
way, the truth and the life, they may account it a
mercy and an honor, fufficient to overballance all
the labor and reproaches they are called to endure,
From the moft they muft expect no better recep-
tion than the Jews gave to Jeremiah, who told the
Prophet to his face, As to the word thou hait fpoken
to us in the name of the Lord, we will not hearken
‘to thee at all, but we will certainly do whatfoever
thing goeth forth out of our own mouth. Surely,
if the Lord has given us any fenfe of the worth of
our fouls, any compaffion towards-them, this muft
be a painful exercife, and experience muft teach us
fomething of the meaning of Jeremiah’s pathetic
exclamation, O that my head were watersy, and

mine
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mine eyes fountains of tears, that T might weep
day and night for the flain of the daughters of my
people. It is our duty to be thus affeted. Our
relief lies in the wifdom and fovereignty of God.
He reveals his falvation to whom he pleafes, for
the moft part to babes ; from the bulk of the wife
and the prudent it is hidden. Thus it hath pleafed
him, and therefore it muft be right.  Yea, he
will one day condefcend to juftify the propriety and
equity of his proceedings to his creatures ; then
every mouth will be ftopped, and none will be
able to reply againft their judge. Light is come
into the world, but men prefer darknefs. They
hate the light, refit it, and rebel againft it. It
is true all do fo, and therefore if all were to perifh
under the condemnation, their ruin would be their
own alt. It is of grace that any are faved, and
in the diftribution of that grace, he does what he
will with his own. A right which moft are ready
enough to claim in their own concerns, though
they are fo unwilling to allow it to the Lord of
all.  Many perplexing and acrimonious difputes
have been ftarted upon this fubjeét; but the re-
deemed of the Lord are called not to difpute, but
to admire and rejoice; to love, adore and obey,
To know that he loved us, and gave himfelf for
us, is the conftraining argument and motive to
love him, and furrender ourfelves to him, to con-
fider ourfelves as no longer our own, but to devote
ourfelves, with every faculty, power and talent, to
his fervice and glory. He: deferves our all, for he

parted with all for us. He made himfelf poor—
He
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He endured fhame, torture, death and the curfe
for us, that we through him might inherit ever-
lafting life. Ah, the hardnefs of my heart, that I
am no more affe&ted, aftonithed, overpowered with
this thought.

I am, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient,

and obliged Servant,
May 24th, 1774,

LET-
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LE skl R Ay,

My Lorb,

Have been pondering a good while, for a fub-

je&t, and at laft I begin without one, hoping
that (as it has often- happened) while I am writing
one line, fomething will occur to fill up another.
Indeed I have an inexhauftible fund at hand, but
it is to me often like a prize in the hand of a fool,
I want fkill to improve it. O for a warm, a fuit-
able, a feafonable train of thought, that might
enliven my own heart, and not be unworthy your
Lordfhip’s perufal. Methinks the Poets can have
but cold comfort, when they invocate a fabled
mufe; but we have a warrant, a right to look up
for the influence of the Holy Spirit, who ordains
ftrength for us, and has promifed to work in us.
What a comfort, what an honor is this, that worms
have liberty to look up to God, and that He, the
high and holy One who inhabiteth eternity, is
pleafed to look down upon us, to maintain our
peace, to fupply our wants, to guide us with his
eye, and to infpirc us with wifdom and grace,
fuitable to our occafions. They who profefs to
know fomething of this intercourfe, and to depend
upon it, are by the world accounted enthufiafts,
who know not what they mean, or perhaps hypo-
crites, who pretend to what they have not, in order
to cover fome bafe defigns—~But we have reafon to
¢ ' 2 bear
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bear their reproaches with patience. Could the
mifer fay

73

Populus me fibilat, at mihi plaudo

Ipfe domi, fimul ac nummos contemplor in arca.

Well then, may the believer fay, Let them Jaugh,
let them rage, let them, if they pleafe, point at me
for a fool as I walk the ftreets, if I do but take up
the Bible, or run over in my mind the inventory of
the bleflings with which the Lord has enriched me,
I have fufficient amends. Jefus is mine; in him I
have wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanification and re-
demption, an intereft in all the promifes and in all
the perfetions of God; he will guide me by his
counfel, fupport me by his power, comfort me
with his prefence, while I am here, and afterwards,
when fleth and heart fail, he will receive me to
his glory.

Let them fay what they will, they fhall not
difpute or laugh us out of our fpiritual fenfes. If
all the blind men in the kingdom fhould endeavor
to bear me down, that the Sun is not bright, or
that the Rainbow has no colors, I would ftill be-
lieve my own eyes. I have feen them both, they
have not ; I cannot prove to their fatisfaltion what
I affert, becaufe they are deftitute of fight the ne-
ceflary medium ; yet their exceptions produce no
uncertainty in my mind ; they would not, they
could not hefitate 2 moment if they were not blind.
Juft fo, they who have been taught of God, who
have tafted that the Lord is gracious, have an ex-
perimental perception of the truth, which renders

them proof againft all the fophiftry of Infidels. I
gL, 1, E am
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am perfuaded we have many plain people here, who
if a wife man of the world was to fuggeft that the
Bible is a human invention, would be quite at a
lofs how to anfwer him, by arguments drawn from
external evidences ; yet they have found fuch effets
from this blefled book, that they would be no more
moved by the infinuation, than if they were told
that a cunning-man, or fet of men, invented the
Sun and placed it in the firmament. So if a wife
Socinian was to tell them that the Savior was only
a man like themfelves, they would conceive juft
fuch an opinion of his fkill in divinity, as a philo-
fopher would do of a clown’s fkill in aftronomy,
who fhould affirm that the Sun was no bigger than
a cart wheel.

It remains therefore a truth, in defiance of all
the cavils of the ignorant, that the holy Spirit does
influence the hearts of all the children of God, or
in other words, they are infpired, not with new
revelations, but with grace and wifdom to under-
ftand, apply and feed upon the great things al-
ready revealed in the fcriptures, without which the
fcriptures are as ufelefs as fpectacles to the blind.
Were it not fo, when we become acquainted with
the poverty, ignorance and wickednefs of our
hearts, we muft fit down in utter defpair of being
ever able to think a good thought, to offer a fingle
petition aright in prayer, or to take one fafe ftep in
the path of life. But now we may be content
with our proper weaknefs, fince the power and
fpirit of Chrift are engaged to reft upon us; and
while we are preferved in a fimple dependance upon
this help, though unable of ourfelves to do any

thing,
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“thing, we fhall find an ability to do every thing
that our circumftances and duty call for. What is
weaker than a worm ? Yet the Lord’s worms fhall,
in his ftrength, threfh the mountains, and make the
hills as chaff. But this life of faith, this living
and acting by a power above our own, is an inex-
plicable myftery, till experience makes it plain. I
have often wondered that St. Paul has obtained fo
much quarter at the hands of fome people, as to
pafs with them for a man of fenfe. For furely the
greateft part of his writings, muft be to the laft
degree abfurd and unintelligible upon their prin-
ciples. How many contradiétions muft they find,
for inftance, if they give any attention to what
they read, in that one paflage, Gal. ii.26. Iam
crucified with Chrift, neverthelefs I live ; yet not I,
but Chrift liveth in me; and the life which I now
live in the flefh, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himfelf for me.

And as believers are thus infpired by the holy
Spirit, who furnifhes them with defires, motives
and abilities, to perform what is agreeable to his
will—fo I apprehend, that they who live without
God in the world, whom the Apoftle ftiles [fenfual,
not having the fpirit, are in a greater or lefs degree,
ad captum recipientis, under what I may call a
black infpiration. After making the beft allowances
I can, both for the extent of human genius, and
the deplorable evil of the human heart, I cannot
fuppofe that one half of the wicked wit, of which
fome perfons are fo proud, is properly their own.

Perhaps fuch a one as Voltaire, would neither have

A
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written, or have been read or admired fo much, if
he had not been the Amanuenfis of an abler hand
in his own way. Satan is always near, when the
heart is difpofed to receive him, and the Lord
withdraws his reftraints, to heighten the finners
ability of finning with an ec/at, and aflifting him_
with fuch ftrokes of blafphemy, malice and falfe-
hood, as perhaps he could not otherwife have
attained. Therefore, I do not wonder that they
are clever and fmart, that they raife a laugh, and
are received with applaufe among thofe who are
like minded with themfelves. But unlefs the Lord
1s pleafed to grant them repentance, (though it is
rather to be feared fome of them are given up to
judicial hardnefs of heart) how much better would
it have been for them, had they been born Idiots
or Lunatics, than to be diftinguithed as the willing,
induftrious and fuccefsful inftruments of the
powers of darknefs, in beguiling, perverting and
ruining the fouls of men. Alas, what are parts
and talents, or any diftinctions which give pre-
eminence in life, unlefs they are fanified by the
grace of God, and dire&ed to the accomplifhment
of his will and glory. From the expreffion, Bind
them in bundles and burn them, 1 have been led to
think, that the dececivers and the deceived, they
who have proftituted their gifts or influence to en-
courage others in fin, and they who have perifthed
by their means, may in another world have fome
peculiar and infeparable conneétion, and fpend an
cternity in fruitlefs lamentations, that ever they
were connected here,

% Your
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Your Lordfhip, I doubt not, feels the force of
that line,

O to grace how great a debtor———

Had not the Lord feparated you for himfelf—
Your rank, your abilities, your influence, which
now you chiefly value, as enlarging your opportu-
nities of ufefulnefs, might, nay certainly would
have been diverted into the oppofite channel.

I am, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s,
April 20, 17744

Moft obedient and obliged Servant,
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LB T Bl Reed XV,

My Lornbp,

H AV E not very lately had recourfe to the ex-

pedient of defcanting upon a text, but I believe
it the beft method I can take to avoid ringing
changes upon a few obvious topics, which I fuppofe
uniformly prefent themfelves to my mind, when I
am about to write to your Lordfhip. Juft now that
{weet expreflion of David occurred to my thoughts,
The Lord is my Shepherd! Permit me, without plan
or premeditation, to make a few cbfervations upon
it; and may your Lordfhip feel the peace, the con-
fidence, the bleflednefs, which a believing applica-
tion of the words is fuited to infpire.

The Socinians and others, in their unhappy la-
bored attempts to darken the principal glory and
foundation comfort of the Gofpel, employ their
critical fophiftry againft thofe texts which exprefsly
and do@rinally declare the Redecmer’s character,
and affe& to triumph, if in any manufcript or an-
cient verfion they can find a variation from the re-
ceived copies, which feems to favor their caufe,
But we may venture to wave the authority of every
difputed or difputable text, and maintain the truth
againft their cavils, from the current language and
tenor of the whole fcripture. David’s words, in
Pfal. xxiii. are alone a decifive proof that Jefus is
Jehovah. If they will but allow two things, which
I think they cannot deny—1. That our Savior

affumes
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affumes to himfelf the charalter of the Shepherd of
his people—and 2. That he did not come into the
world to abridge thofe advantages which the fer-
vants of God enjoyed before his incarnation. Upon
thefe premifles, which cannot be gainfaid without
fetting afide the whole New Teftament, the con-
clufion is undeniable: for if Jehovah was David’s
Shepherd, unlefs Jefus be Jchovah, we who live
under the gofpel have an unfpeakable difadvantage,
in being entrulted to the care of one, who, accord-
ing to the Socinians, is a mere man ; and upon the
Arian fcheme, is at the moft a creature, and infi-
nitely fhort of poflefling thofe perfeftions which
David contemplated in his Shepherd. He had a
Shepherd whofe wifdom and power were infinite,
and might therefore warrantably conclude he fhould
not want, and need not fear. And we alfo may
conclude the fame, if our Shepherd be the Lorbp
or Jehovah, but not otherwife. Befides, the very
nature of the Shepherd’s office refpeéting the ftate
of fuch frail creatures as we are, requires thofe at-
tributes for the due difcharge of it, which are in-
communicably divine. He muft intimately know
every individual of the lock—His eye muft be upon
them every one, and his ear open to their prayers,
and his arm ftretched out for their relief, in all

places and in all ages—Every thought of every hear

muft be open to his view, and his wifdom muft pe
netrate and his arm control and over-rule all

-~

hidden and complicated machinati

el

of darknefs—He muft the

nave fti

the powers

iminiftration of
univerfal providence over all the nations, families

and perfons uponearth, or he could not effe@ually

n
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manage for thofe who put their truft in him, in

that immenfe variety of cafes and circumftances in

which they are found. Reafon as well as fcripture

;' may convince us, that he who gathereth the out-
calts of Ifrael, who healeth the broken in heart,
who upholdeth all that fall, raifeth up all that are
bowed down, and upon whom the eyes of all wait
for their fupport, can be no other than he who tell-
eth the number of the ftars and calleth them all
by their names, who is great in power, and whofe
underftanding is infinite. To this purpofe, like-
wife, the prophet Ifaiah defcribes this mighty Shep-
herd, ch. xl, g—17. both as to his perfon and office,
But is not this indeed the great myftery of God-
linefs ! How juft is the Apoftle’s obfervation, that
no man can fay Jefus Chrift is Lord but by the Holy
Ghoft! How aftonifhing the. thought—that the
Maker of heaven and earth, the Holy One of Ifrael,
before whofe prefence the earth fhook, the heavens
dropped, when he difplayed a faint emblem of his
majefty upon Sinai, fhould afterwards appear in
the form of a fervant, and hang upon a crofs, the
fport and fcorn of wicked men. I cannot wonder
that to the wife men of the world this appears
abfurd, unreafonable and impoffible! Yet to right
reafon, to reafon enlightened and fan&ified, how-
ever amazing the propofition be, yet it appears true
and neceflary—upon a fuppofition that a holy God
is pleafed to pardon finners, in a way fuited to difplay
the awful glories of his juftice, - The fame argu-
ments which prove the blood of bulls and goats in-
fufficient to take away fin, will conclude againft the
utmoft doings or {ufferings of men or angels. The
Redeemer




A NOBLEMAN. 81

Redeemer of finners muft' be mighty—He muft
have a perfonal dignity to ftamp fuch-a value upon
his undertakings as that thereby God may appear
juft as well as merciful, in juftifying the ungodly
for his fake. And he muft be all-fufhicient to blefs,
and almighty to prote& thofe who come unto him
for fafety and life.

Such a one is our Shepherd. This is he of whom
we through grace are enabled to fay, we are his
people, and the fheep of Ais pafture. We are his
by every tie and right; he made us, he redeemed
us, he reclaimed us from the hand of our enemies,
and we are his by our own voluntary furrender of
ourfelves ; for though we once flighted, defpifed and
oppofed him, he made us willing in the day of his
power, He knocked at the door of our hearts,
but we (at leaft I) barred and faftened it againft
him as much and as long as poflible. But when he
revealed his Jove, we could ftand out no longer.
Like fheep we are weak, deftitute, defencelefs, prone
to wander, unable to return, and always furrounded
with wolves.  But all is made up in the fulnefs, abi-
lity, wifdom, compaflion, care and faithfulnefs of
our great Shepherd. He guides, protefs, feeds,
heals and reftores, and will be our guide and our
God even until death. Then he will meet
us, receive us and prefent us unto himfelf, and we
fhall be near him, and like him, and with him for
ever, ‘

Ah, my Lord, what a fubjet is this! T truft it
is the joy of your heart. Placed as you are by his
hand in a fuperior rank, you fee and feel that the
highelt honors, and the moft important concern<

1
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ments that terminate with the prefent life, are trivial
as the fports of children, in comparifon with the
views and the privileges you derive from the glo-
rious gofpel.  And your fituation in life renders the
grace beftowed upon you the more confpicuous and
diftinguifhing. I have fomewhere met with a fi-
milar refleCtion of Henry the Fourth of France to
this purpofe, that though many came into the world
the fame day with him, he was probably the only
one among them that was born to be a King.
Your Lordfhip is acquainted with many, who if.
not born on the fame day with you, were born to.
titles, eftates and honors. But how few of them
were born to the honor of making a public and
confiftent profeflion of the glorious gofpel. The.
hour is coming, when all honors and pofleflions
but this which cometh of God only, will be eclipfed
and vanifhy and like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion
Jeave not a wreck behind. How mifesable will
they then be, who muit leave their a// What a
mortifying thought does Horace put in the way of
thofe who difdain to read the fcripture—

Linquenda tellus, et domus et placens
Uxor : neque harum, quas colis, arborum
Te, prater invifas cupreffos,

Ulla brewem dominum fequetur.

But grace and faith can make the loweft ftate of:
life fupportable, and make a difmiflion from the .
higheft defirable. Of the former I have many liv-
ing proofs and witnefles around me. Your Lord-
‘fhip I trult will have fweet experience of the latter,
when, after having falfilled the will of God in your

gene-
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generation, you fhall be called (I hope in fome yet
diftant day) to enter into your Mafter’s joy. In
the mean time, how valuable are life, talents, in-
fluence and opportunities of every kind, if we are
enabled to improve and lay out all for him, who
has thus loved us, thus provided for us. As to
myfelf, I would hope there are few who have fo
clear a fenfe of their obligations to him, who make
fuch unfuitable and languid returns as I do. I
think I have a defire to ferve him better ; but alas,
evil is prefent with me. Surely I fhall feel fome-
thing like fhame and regret for my coldnefs, even
in heaven—for I find I am never happier than when
1. am moft athamed of myfelf upon this account,
here,
I am, my Lord, &c,

Nov. 5, 1774.
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My Lorbp,
l l O W wonderful is the patience of God to-

wards finful men! In him they live and
move and have their being ; and if he were to with-
draw his fupport for a fingle moment, they muft
perith.  He maintains their lives, guards their per-
fons, fupplies their wants, while they employ the
powers and faculties they receive from him, in 2
fettled courfe of oppofition to his will. They
trample upon his laws, affront his government and
defpife his grace ; yet ftilt he fpares. To filence all
his adverfarics in 2 moment, would require no ex-
traordinary exertion of his power; but his for-
bearance towards them manifefts his glory, and gives
us caufe to fay, Who is a God like unto thee !
Sometimes, however, there are ftriking inftances
of his difpleafure againft fin. When fuch events
take place immediately upon a public and pre=-
meditated contempt, offered to Him that fitteth
in the heavens; 1 own they remind me of the dan-
ger of ftanding, if I may fo fpeak, in the Lord’s
way 4 for though his long-fuffering is aftonifhing,
and many dare him to his face daily with fceming
impunity, yet he fometimes ftrikes an awful and
unexpected blow, and gives an illuftration of that
folemn word, Who ever hardened himfelf againft
the Lord and profpered ? But who am I to make
this
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this obfervation ? I ought to do it with. the deepeft
humiliation, remembering that I once ftood (ac-
cording to my years and ability) in the foremoft
rank of his avowed oppofers, and with a determined
and unwearied enmity renounced, defied and blaf-
phemed him. But he wiil have mercy on whom he
will have mercy, and therefore I was {pared and re~
ferved to fpeak of his goodnefs.

Jofephus, when fpeaking of the death of Herod
Agrippa, afcribes. it to a natural caufe, and fays, he
was feized with excruciating pains in his bowels;
but Luke informs us of the true caufe. An Angel
of the Lord fimote him. Had we a modern hiftory,
written by an infpired pen, we (hould probably often
be reminded of fuch an interpofition where we are
not ordinarily aware of it. For though the fprings
of a&ions and events are concealed from us for
the moft part, and vain men carry on their {chemes
with confidence, as though the Lord had forfaken
the earth, yet they are under his eye and control,
and faith in fome meafure, inftruéted by the {peci=
mens of his. government, recorded in the {eripture,
can trace and admire his hand, and can fee how he
takes the wife in their own craftinefs, ftains the
pride of human glory, and that when finners fpeak
proudly he is above them, and makes every thing
bend or break before him.

While we lament the growth and pernicious
cffe@s of Infidelity, and fee how wicked men and
feducers wax worfe and worfe, deceiving, and being
deceived ; what gratitude fhould fill our hearts to
him, whe has been pleafed to call us out of the
horrid darknefs in which multitudes are bewildered

and
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and loft, into the glorious light of his gofpel ?
Faint are our warmeft conceptions of this mercy,
In order to underftand it fully, we fhould have a
full and adequate fenfe of the evil from which we
are delivered, the glory to which we are called,
and efpecially of the aftonithing means to which
we owe our life and hope, the humiliation, fuffer-
ings and death of the Son of God. But our views
of thefe points, while in our prefent ftate, are and
muft be exceedingly weak and difproportionate. We
know them but in part, we fee them o’ toon’lps
by reflection, rather the images than the things
themfelves, and though they are faithfully repre-
fented in the mirror of God’s word, to us they ap-
pear indiftinét, becaufe we fee them through a grofs
medium of ignorance and unbelief. Hereafter every
vail fhall be removed ; we fhall know, in another
manner than we do now, the unfpeakable evil of
fin, and the infupportable dreadfulnefs of God’s
difpleafure againft it, when we fee the world in
flames, and hear the final fentence denounced upon
the ungodly.. We fhall have far other thoughts of
Jefus when we fee him as he is, and fhall then be
able to make a more affecting eftimate of the love
which moved him to be made a fubftitute and a
curfe for us, and we fhall then know what great
things God has prepared for them that love him.
Then with tranfport we fhall adopt the Queen of
Sheba’s language, It was a true report we heard in
yonder dark world, but behold the half, the thou-
fandth part, was not told us! In the mean time
may fuch conceptions as we are enabled to form of
thefe great truths fill our hearts, and be mingled

with
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with all our thoughts and all our concerns. May
the Lord, by faith, give us an abiding evidence of
the reality and importance of the things which can-
not yet be feen ; fo fhall we be enabled to live above
the world while we are in it, uninfluenced either by
its blandifhments or its frowns, and with a noble
fimplicity and fingularity, avow and maintain the
caufe of God in truth, in the midft of a crooked
and perverfe generation. He whom we ferve is able
to fupport and protect us, and he well deferves at
our hands that we fhould be willing to endure, for
* his fake, much more than he will ever permit us to
be exercifed with. The believers call, duty and pri-
vilege, is beautifully and forcibly fet forth in Mil-
ton’s charalter of Abdiel, at the end of the fifth
Book—

e———— Faithful found
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he:
Among innumerable falfe, unmov’d,
Unthaken, unfeduc’d, unterrify’d,
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ;
Nor number, nor example, with him wrought
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind
Tho’ fingle

Methinks your Lordfhip’s fituation, particularly
refembles that in which the Poet has placed Abdiel.
You are not indeed called to ferve God quite alone.
But amongft thofe of your own rank, and with
whom the ftation in which he has placed you ne-
ceffitates you to converfe, how few are there, who
can underftand, fecond, or approve, the principles
upon which you alt, or cafily bear a condu&t which

5 muft
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muft imprefs conviétion, or refle& difhonour upon
themfelves ! But you are not alone; the Lord’s
people (many of whom you will not knew till you
meet them in glory) are helping you here with:
their prayers, his angels are commiffioned to guard
and guide your fteps—Yea, the Lord himfelf fixes
his eye of mercy upon your private and your pub-
lic path, and is near you at your right hand, that
you may not be moved ! That he may comfort you
with the light of his countenance, and uphold you
with the arm of his power, is my frequent prayer..

I am, my Lord, &c.
Dec. 8. 17744

LET:
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LETTE R -XVI

My Lorb, Fan. 20, 1775,

E have entered upon another year !—So

have thoufands, perhaps millions, who

will not. fee it clofe! an alarming thought to the
worldling, at leaft it thould be fo. I have an im-
perfe& remembrance of an acceunt I read when I
was a boy, of an ice palace, built one winter at
Peterfburg ; -the walls, the roof, the floors, - the
furniture, were all of ice, but finifhed with tafte,
and every thing -that might be expeéted in a royal
palace was to be found there ; the ice while in ths
ftate of water being previoufly coloured, fo that to
the eye all feemed formed of proper materials, but
all was cold, ufelefs, and tranfient. Had the
froft continued till now, the palace might have
been ftanding, but with the returning {pring it
melted away like the bafelefs fabrick of a vifion,
Methinks there fhould have been one flone in the
building, to have retained the infcription Sic tranfit
gloria mundi, for no contrivance could exhibit a
fitter illuftration of the vanity of human life. Men
build and plan as if their work were to endure for
ever, but the wind pafles over them and they are
gone. In the midft of all their preparations, or at
fartheft, when they think they have juft compleated
their defigns, their breath goeth forth, they return
to their earth, inthat very day thcir thoughts perith,

How many fleep who kept the world awake !

Yet
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Yet this ice-houfe had fomething of a leifurely
diffolution, though when it began to decay all the
art of man was unable to prop it; but often death
" comes haftily, and like the fpringing of a mine,
it deftroys to the very foundations without previous
J notice. Then all we have been concerned in here,
(all but the confequences of our condu&, which
will abide to eternity) will be no more to us than
the remembrance of a dream. This truth is too
plain to be denied, but the greater part of mankind -
i aét as if they were convinced it was falfe; they
i fpend their days in vanity, and in a moment they
go down to the grave. 'What caufe of thankfulnefs
have they who are delivered from this delufion, and
who by the knowledge of the glorious gofpel, have
fearned their true ftate and end, are faved from the
love of the prefent world, from the heart-diftreffing
fear of death, and know that if their earthly houfe
were diffolved, like the ice - palace, they have a
houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Yet even thefe are much concerned to realize the
brevity and uncertainty of their prefent ftate, that
they may be flimulated to make the moft and the
beft of it, to redeem their time, and manage their
precarious opportunities fo, as may moft tend to
the praife and glory of him, who has called them
out of darknefs into marvellous light.  'Why fhould
any that have tafted that the Lord is gracious, with
to live another day, but that they may have the
honor to be fellow-workers with him, inftrumental
in promoting his defigns, and of laying themfelves
out to the utmoft of their abilities and influence
in his fervice | To enjoy a fenfe of his loving kind-
nefs,
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nefs, and to have the light of his countenance lifted
up upon our fouls, is indeed, refpecting ourfelves,
the beft part of life, yea better than life itfelf ; but
this we thall have to unfpeakably greater advantage,
when we have finithed our courfe, and fhall be
wholly freed from the body of fin. And therefore,
the great defirable while bere, feems to be Grace,
that we may ferve him and fuffer for him in the
world. Though our firft with immediately upon
our own accounts might be, to depart and be with
Jefus, which is zohA@w palhov zpeicooy, yet a
lively thought of our immenfe obligations to his
redeeming love, may reconcile us to a much longer
continuance here, if we may by any means be
fubfervient to diffufe the glory of his name, and
the blefiings of his falvation, which is God’s great
and principal end in preferving the world itfelf.
When hiftorians and politicians defcant upon the
rife and fall of empires, with all their profefled
fagacity, in tracing the connetion between caufes
and effects, they are totally unacquainted with the
great mafter wheel which manages the whole move-
ment ; that is, the Lord’s defign in favor of his
church and kingdom ; to this every event is fubor=
dinate, to this every interfering intereft muft ftoop.
How eafily might this pofition be proved, by re-
viewing the hiftory of the period about the Refor-
mation. Whether Dr. Robertfon confiders things
in this light, in his hiftory of Charles the Vth, I
know not, as I have not feen his books, but if not,
however elaborate his performance may be in other
refpects, I muft venture to fay, it is eflentially
defective, and cannot give that light and pleafure

to
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| to a fpiritual reader of which the fubjeét is capable.
Ll And I doubt not but fome who are yet unborn,
it will hereafter clearly fee and remark, that the pre-
| fent unhappy difputes between Great Britain and
il America, with their confequences, whatever they may
L be, are part of a feries of events, of which the ex-
tention and interefts of the church of Chrift, were
the principal final caufes. In a word, that Jefus
may be known, trufted and adored, and finners
by the power of his gofpel be refcued from fin and
Satan, is comparatively the To ¢y—the one great
bufinefs for the fake of which the fuccefion of day
and night, fummer and winter is ftill maintained
and when the plan of redemption is confummated,
fin, which now almoft fills the earth, will then fet
it- on fire, and the united intereft of all the reft of
mankind, when detached from that of the people
of God, will not plead for its prefervation a fingle
day., In thisview I congratulate your Lordfhip,
that however your beft endeavors to ferve the tem=
poral interefts of the nation may fall fhort- of your
wifhes, yet fo far as your fituation gives you op=
portunity of fupporting the gofpel caufe, and faci-
litating its progrefs, you have a profpe&t both of a
more certain, and more important fuccefls. For
inftance, it was, under God, your Lordthip’s favor
and influence, that brought me into the miniftry,
And though I be nothing, yet He who put it inte
your heart to patronize me, has been pleafed not to
futfer, what you then did for his fake, to be wholly
in vain, He has been pleafed in a courfe of years,
by fo unworthy an inftrument as I am, to awaken
a numper of perfons, who were at that time dead

in
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in trefpafles and fins; but now fome of them are
prefling on to the prize of their high calling in
Chrift Jefus, and fome of them are already before
the throne. Should I fuggeft in fome companies,
that the converfion of a2 hundred finners (more or
lefs) to God, is an event of more real importance,
than -the temporal profperity of the greateft nation
upon earth; I fhould be charged with ignorance
and arrogance; but your Lordfhip is fkilled in
feriptural arithmetic, which alone can teach us to
eftimate the value of fouls, and will agree with me
that one foul is worth more than the whole world,
on account of its redemption price, its vaft capa-
cities and its duration. Should we fuppofe a nation
to confift of forty millions, the whole and each in-
dividual to enjoy as much good as this life can
afford, without abatement, for a term of 50 years
each—all this good, or an equal quantity, might
be exhaufted by a fingle perfon in two thoufand
million of years; which would be but a moment,
in comparifon of the eternity which would {till
follow—And if this good were merely temperal
good, the whole aggregate of it would be evil and
mifery, if compared with that happinefs in God,
of which only they who are made partakers of a
divine life are capable. On the other hand, were
2 whole nation to be deftroyed by fuch accumu-
lated miferies as attended the fiege of Jerufalem,
the fum total of thefe calamities would be but
trifling, if fet in competition with what every
fingle perfon that dies in fin, has to expect, when
the fentence of everlafting deftrution from the

prefence
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prefence of the Lord and the glory of his power
thall be executed.

What an unexpeéted round have my thoughts
taken fince I fet out from the ice-palace. It is
i time to relieve your Lordfhip, and to fubfcribe
-‘ myfelf,

My Lord, &c,
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My Lorp, February 23d. 1775.
I ASSENT to our Lord’s declaration, Without

me ye can do nothing ; not only upon the au-
thority of the fpeaker, but from the fame irrefiftible
and experimental evidence, as if he had told me,
that I cannot make the fun to fhine, or change the
courfe of the feafons. Though my pen and my
tongue fometimes move freely, yet the total inca-
pacity and f{tagnation of thought I labor under at
other times, convinces me, that in myfelf I have not
fufficiency to think a good thought, and I believe
the cafe would be the fame, if that little meafure of
knowledge and abilities, which Iam too prone to
look upon as my own, were a thoufand times
greater than it is, For cvery new fervice I ftand in
need of a new fupply, and can bring forth nothing
of my fuppofed ftore into aftual exercife, but by
his immediate afliftance. ~His gracious influence is
that to thofe who are beft furmfhed with' gifts,
which the water is to the mill, or the wind to the
thip, without which the whole apparatus is motion-
lefs and ufclefs. I apprehend that we lofe much
of the comfort which might arife from a fenfe of
our continual dependance upon him, and of courfe
fall thort of acknowledging, as we ought, what we
receive from him, by mlihkmrr the manner of his
operation. Ierhqps we take it too much for grant-
ed, that communications from himfelf, muﬁ bear
fome




96 LETTERS TO

fome kind of fenfible impreflion that they are Ais,
and therefore are ready to give our own induftry
or ingenuity credit, for thofe performanees in which
we can perceive no fuch impreflion ; yet it is very
poflible that we may be under his ipfluence when
we are leaft aware ; and though what we fay, or
write, or do, may feem no way extraordinary, yet
that we fthould be led to fuch a particular turn of
thought at one time rather than at another, has, in
my own concerns, often appeared to me remark-
able, from the circumftances which have attended,
or the confequences which have followed. How
often in the choice of a text, or in the courfe of a
fermon, or in a letter to a friend, have 1 been led
to fpeak a word in feafon ; and what I have ex-
prefled at large, and in general, has been fo exaélly
fuited to fome cafe which I was utterly unacquainted
with, that I could hardly have hit it fo well, had I
been previoufly informed of it. Some inftances of
this kind have been fo ftriking as hardly to admita
doubt of fuperior agency. And, indeed, if be-
lievers in Jefus, however unworthy in themfelves,
are the temples of the Holy Ghoft ; if the Lord
lives, dwells and walks in them ; if he is their life
and their light ; if he has promifed to guide them
with his eye, and to work in them to will and to do
of his own good pleafure ; methinks what I have
mentioned, and more, may be reafonably expected.
That line in the hymn,

Help I ev’ry moment need,

is not an hyperbolical expreflion, but ftritly and
literally true, not only in great emergencies, but
in
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in our fmoother hours, and moft familiar paths.
This gracious affiftance is afforded in a way im-
perceptible to ourfelves, to hide pride from us, and
to prevent us from being indolent and carelefs with
refpect to the ufe of appointed means. And it would
be likewife more abundantly, and perhaps more fen-
fibly afforded, were our fpirits more fimple in waiting
upon the Lord. But, alas, a divided heart, an un-
due attachment to fome. temporal objedt, fadly
deadens our fpirits (I fpeak for myfelf) and grieves
the Lord’s Spirit; fo that we walk in darknefs
and at a diftance, and though called to great pri-
~vileges live far below them. " But methinks the
thought of him who is always near, and upon whom
we do and muft inceflantly depend, fhould fuggeft
a powerful motive for the clofeft attention to his
revealed will, and the moft pun&ual compliance
with it. For fo far as the Lord withdraws we be-
come as blind men, and with the cleareft light, and
upon the plaineft ground, we are liable, or rather
fure, to ftumble at every flep.

Though there is a principle of confcioufnefs]
and a determination of the will, fufficient to de-
nominate our thoughts and performances our own,
yet I believe mankind in general, are more under an
invifible agency than they apprehend. The Lord,
immediately from himfelf, and perhaps by the mi-
niftry of his holy Angels, guides, prompts, reftrains
or warns his people. So there undoubtedly is what
I may call a black infpiration, the influence of the
evil fpirits who work in the hearts of the difobedient,
and not only excite their wills, but affift their fa-

culties, and qualify as well as incline them to be
Vour. I E . mare
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more affiduoufly wicked, and more extenfively mif
chievous, than they could be of themfelves. I
confider Voltaire, for inftance, and many writers
of the fame ftamp, to be little more than fecretaries
and amanuenfes of one who has unfpeakably more
wit and adroitnefs in promoting infidelity and im-
morality, than they of themfelves can juftly pre-
tend to. They have, for a while, the credit (if I
may fo call it) of the fund from whence they draw ;
but the world little imagines who is the real and
original author of that philofophy and peetry, of
thofe fine turns and fprightly inventions, which are
fo generally admired. Perhaps many, now ap-
plauded for their genius, would have been compa-
ratively dolts, had they not been engaged in a caufe
which Satan has fo much intereft in fupporting.
But to return to the more pleafing fubject.—
How great and honorable is the privilege of a true
believer | That he has neither wifdom or ftrength
in himfelf is no difadvantage, for he is connected
with infinite wifdom, and almighty power. Though
weak as 2 worm, his arms are ftrengthened by the
mighty God of Jacob, and all things become
poflible, yea ealy to him, that occur within the
compafs of his proper duty and calling. The Lord
whom he ferves, engages to proportion his ftrength
to his day, whether it be a day of fervice or of
fuffering. And though he be fallible and fhort-
fighted, exceeding liable to miftake and impofition,
yet, while he retains a fenfe that he is fo, and with
the fimplicity of a child afks counfel and direc-
tion of the Lord, he feldom takes a wrong ftep, at
leaft not in matters of confequence; and even his
: inadver-
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inadvertencies are over-ruled for good. 'If he for-
gets his true ftate, and. thinks himfelf to be fome-
thihg, 'he prefently finds he is indeed nothing.  But
if he is content to be nothing, and to have nothing,
he is fure to find a feafonable and abundant com-
munication’ of all" that he wants. Thus he lives
like Ifrael in the wildernefs, upon mere bounty ; but
then it is a bounty’ unchangeable, unwearied, inex-

hauftible and all-fufficient.” Mofes, when fpeaking

of the methods the Lord took to humble Ifrael,
mentions his feeding them with manna, as one me-
thod. I could not underftand this for a time, I
thought they were rather in danger of being proud,
when they faw themfelves provided for in fuch an
extraordinary way—DBut the manna would not keep ;
they could not hoard it up, and were therefore in a
ftate of abfolute dependance from day to day : this
appointment was well fuited to humble them.—
Thus it is with us in fpirituals, We fhould be
better pleafed, perhaps, to be fet up with a flock,
or {ufficiency at once—Such an inherent portion of
wifdom and power, as we might depend upon, at
lealt for common occafions, without being con-
ftrained by a fenfe of indigence, to have continual
recourfe to the Lord for every thing we want, But
his way is beft. His own glory is moft difplayed,
and our fafety beft fecured, by keeping us quite
poor and empty in ourfelves, and fupplying us from
one minute to another, according to our need. This,
if any thing, will prevent boafting, and keep a
fenfe of gratitude awake in our hearts. This is
well adapted to quicken us to prayer, and furnifhes

3t us
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us with a thoufand occafions for praife, which would
otherwife efcape our notice.

But who or what are we, that the Moft High
fhould thus notice us ! Should vifit us every morn-
ing, and water us every moment. Itisan aftonith-
ing thought, that God fhould thus dwell with men !
That he, before whom the mightieft earthly poten-
tates are lefs than nothing and vanity, fhould thus
ftoop and accommodate himfelf to the fituation,
wants and capacities of the weakeft, meaneft and
pooreft of his children ! But fo it hath pleafed him.
He feeth not as man feeth.

I am, my Lord, &e.

ILE T-
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LE T B B GEX

My Lorbp,

HAVE no apt preface or introdu&ion at hand,

and as I have made it almoft a rule not to ftudy
for what I thould offer your Lordfhip ; I therefore
beg leave to begin abruptly. It is the future pro-
mifed privilege of believers in Jefus, that they fhall
be as the Angels; and there is a fenfe in which
we fhould endeavor to be as the Angels now. This
Is intimated to us where we are taught to pray, Thy
will be done on earth, as itis in heaven: I have fome-
times amufed myfelf with fuppofing an Angel thould
be appointed to refide awhile vpon earth, in a hu-
man body; not in finful fleth like ours, butin a
body free from infirmity, and ftill preferving an
unabated fenfe of his own happinefs in the favor of
God, and of his unfpeakable obligation to his
goodnefs—And then I have tried to judge, as well
as I could, how fuch an Angel would comport
himfelf in fuch a fituation. 1 know not that I
ever enlarged upon the thought, either in preaching
or writing. Permit me to follow it a little in this
paper.

Were I acquainted with this heavenly viftant,
I'am willing to hope 1 fhould greatly reverence
him ; ‘and, if permitted, be glad, in fome cafes, to
confult him. * In fome, but not in all, for I think
my fear would be equal to my love. Methinks I
could never venture to open my heart frecly to him,

F 3 and
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and unfold to him my numberlefs complaints and
infirmities ; for, as he could have no experience of
the like things himfelf, I fhould fuppofe he would
not know how fully to pity me, indeed hardly how
to bear with me, if I told him all. Alas, what a
prepofterous, ftrange, vile creature fhould I appear
to an Angel, if he knew me as I am. It is well for
me that Jefus was made lower than the Angels, and
that the human nature he affumed was not diftin&
from the. common nature of mankind, though fe-
cured from the common depravity ; and becaufe he
{ubmitted to be under the law in our name and
{tead, though he was free from fin himfelf, yet fin,and
its confequences, being (for our fakes) charged upon
him, he acquired, in the:days of his humiliation,
an experimental {ympathy, with ‘his poor: people.
He knows the effe@s of fin and temptation upon
us, by that knowledge whereby he knows all things;
but he knows them likewife in a,way more fuitable
for our. comfort and relief, by the fufferings and
exercifes he. pafled through for.us. 1 Hence arifes
encouragement.. . We have not an High Prieft who

¢annot bu touched, with a feeling of -our mﬁrmmes,
but was inall points tempted evenas we are. ‘When
[ add to this, the confideration: of his power, pro=
mifes and grace, and that he is exalted on purpofe

to pity, relieve and fave, I gather courage; with
him I dare be free, and am not forry, but glad, that
he knows me perfectly ; that not a:thought: of my
heart is hidden from him. For without this infinite
and exa& knowlege of my -difeafe, how could he
effeltually aJmmlﬁcr to my cure? But whither am
I rambling ? 1 feem to have loft fight of the Angel
already.
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already. Iam now coming back, that if he cannot
effeGually pity me, he may at leaft animate and
teach me.

In the firft place, I take it for granted this Angel
would think himfelf a ftranger and pilgrim upon
earth. He would not forget that his wohirevpa
was in heaven. Surely he would look upon all the
buftle of human life (farther than the defign of his
miffion might conneé him with it) with more in-
difference than we look upon the fports of children,
or the amufements of idiots and lunatics, which
give us an uneafinefs, rather than excite 2 defire
of joining in them. He would judge of every thing
around him, by the reference and tendency it had
to promote the will of him that fent him ; and the
moft fpecious or fplendid appearances, confidered in
any other view, would make no impreffion upon him.

Confequently, as to his own concernment, all his
aim and defire would be to fulfil the will of God.
All fituations would be alike to him ; whether he
was commanded, as in the cafe of Sennacherib, to
deftroy a mighty army with a'ftroke; or, as in the
cafe of Hagar, to attend upén a 'woman, a fervant,
a flave ; both fervices would be to him equally ho-
norable and ‘important, becaufe he was in boeth
equally pleafing’ his Lord; which would be his
element and his joy, whether he was appointed to
guide the reins of empire, or to {weep the ftreets.

Again, the Angel would “doubtlefs exhibit a
ftriking example of benevolence, for being free
from felfith biafs, filled with a fenfe of the love of
zod, and a knowledge ‘of “his adorable perfections ;

~

o

is 'whole heart, and foul, and ftrength would be
F 4 engaged
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engaged and exerted, both from duty and inclina-
tion, to relieve the miferies and advance the hap-
pinefs of all around him. And in this he would
follow the pattern of him, who doth good to all,
commanding his fun to rife and his rain to fall
upon the juft and the unjuft.—Though from the
fame pattern, he would fhew an efpecial regard to
the houthold of faith. An Angel would take but
little part in the controverfies, contentions, and
broils, which might happen in the time of his fo-
journing here, but would be a friend to 2ll, fo far
as confiftent with the general good.

The will and glory of God being the Angel’s
great view, and having a more lively fenfe of the
realities of an unfeen world, than we can at prefent
conceive, he would certainly, in the firft and chicef
place, have the fuccefs and fpread of the glorious
gofpel at heart. Angels, though not redeemed with
blood, yet feel themfelves nearly concerned in the
work of redemption. T'hey admire its myftcries,
We may fuppofe them well informed in the works
of creation and providence. But (unlike too many
men, who are fatisfied with the knowledge of aftro-
nomy, mathematics or hiftory) they fearch and
pry into the counfels of redeeming love, rejoice at
the converfion of a finner, and think themfclves
well employed to be minifiring fpirits, to minifter
to the heirs of falvation. It would therefore b: his

chief delight to efpoufe and promote their caufe, -

and to employ all his talents and influence in fpread-
ing the favor and knowledge of the name of Jefus,
which is the only and effectual means of bringing

finners
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finners out of bondage and darknefs, into the glo-
rious liberty of the fons of God.

Laftly, though his zeal for the glory of his
Lord, would make him willing to continue here,
till he had finithed the work given him to do; he
would, I am perfuaded, look forward with defire to
the ‘appointed moment of his recall, that he might
be freed from beholding and mixing with the fin
and vanity of thofe who know not God, render his
account with joy, and be welcomed to heaven,
with 2 Well done good and faithful fervant. Surely
he would long for this, as a laborer for the fetting
fun, and would not form any conne@®ion with the
things of time, which fhould prompt him to with
his removal protrated for a fingle hour beyond
the period of his prefcribed fervice.

Alas, why am not I more like an angel ! My
views in my better judgment are-the fame. My
motives and obligations are even ftronger ; an angel
is not fo deeply indebted to the grace of God, as a
believing finner, who was once upon the brink of
deftrution, has been redeemed with blood, and
might juftly have been, before now, fhut up with
the powers of darknefs without hope! Yet the
meereft trifles are fufficient to debafe my views,
damp my adlivity, and impede my endeavors in
the Lord’s fervice, though I profefs to have no
other end or defire, which can make a continuance
in life worthy my with.

I am, &c.

Aug. = 1775,
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LETTER XXI.

My Lorb,
UM loquimur tempus fugit. In the midft of

the hurries and changes of this unfettled ftatey
we glide along fwiftly towards an unchangeable
world, and fhall foon have as little conneétion with
the fcenes we are now pafling through, as we have
with what happened before the flood. _All that ap-
pears great and interefting in, the prefent life, ab-
firaQed from its.influence upon our internal cha-
ralter, and our everlafting allotment, will foon be
as unreal as the vifions of the night. This we know
and confefs, but though our judgments are con-
vinced, it is feldom our hearts are duly affeted by
the thought. And while I find it ealy to write in
this moralizing ftrain, I feel myfelf difpofed to be
erioufly engaged about trifles, and trifling in the
moft ferious concerns, as if I believed the very con-
trary. It is with good reafon the Lord challenges,
as his own prerogative, the full knowledge of the de-
ceitfulnefs, defperate wickednefs and latent.depths
of the human heart, which is capable of making
even his own people fo fhamefully inconfiftent with
themfelves, and with their acknowledged , prin-
ciples.

[ find that when I have fomething agreeable
in expeGation ({uppofe for inftance it were a few
hours converfation with your Lordfhip) my imagi-
nation paints and prepares the fcene before-hand ;

hurries
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hurries me over: the intervening fpace of time, as
though it were a ufeléfs blank, and anticipates the
pleafure I propofe. Many of .my thoughts of this
kind are mere waking dreams, for'perhaps the op-
portunity I aunr eagerly waiting for never happens,
but is {wallewed up by fome unforefeen difappoint-
ment s or:if not, fomething from within or without
prevents its anfwering the idea 'l had formed of
ite- Nor does my fancy confine dtfelf within ‘the
narrow limits of probabilitiesy it can bufy itfelf as
eagerly in ranging after chimaras and impoffibili-
ties, and engage my' attention to the ideal purfuit
of things which are never likely>to happen. In
thefe refpects my imagination travels: with wings,
fo' ‘that "if the wildnefs, ' the multiplicity, the va-
riety of the phantoms which pafs through my mind
in the fpace of a winter’s day, were known to my
feliow-creatures, they would probably deem me,
as I am often ready to deem myfelf, but a more
fober and harmlefs kind ‘of lunatic. Butif I en-
deavor to put this altive roving power in a right
track, and to reprefent to myfelf thofe fcenes,
which though not yet prefent, I know will foon be
realized, and have a greatnefs; which the moften=z
larged exercife of my powers cannot comprehend :
if I would fix my thoughts upon the hour of death,
the end of the world, the coming of the Judge, or
fimilar {ubjects ; then my imagination is: prefently
tame, cold, and jaded, travels very flowly, and is
foon wearied in the road of truth, though in the
fairy fields of uncertainty and folly it can fkip from
mountain to mountain, Mr. Addifon fuppofes that
the imagination alone, as it can be differently af-

F o fedted,
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fected, is capable of making us either inconceivably
happy or miferable. 1 am fure it is capable of
making us miflerable, though I believe it feldom
gives us much pleafure, but fuch as is to be found
in a fool’s paradife. But ] am fure, were my out-
ward life and conduét perfeétly free from blame,
the diforders and defilement of my imagination, are
fufficient to conftitute me a chief {inner, in the fight
of him to whom the thoughts and intents of the
heart are continually open, and who is of purer eyes
than to behold iniquity.

Upon this head 1 cannot but lament how univer=
fally almoft,- education is fuited, and as it were de~
figned, to add to the ftimulus of depraved nature.
A cultivated imagination is commended and fought
after as a very defirable talent, though it feldom
means more than the pofleflion of a large ftock of
other people’s dreams and fables, with a certain
quicknefs in eompounding them, enlarging upon
them, and exceeding them by inventions of our
own. Poets, painters and even hiftorians, are em=
ployed to affift us from our early years, in form~
ing an habitual relith for fhadows and colorings,
which both indifpofe for the fearch of truth, and
even unfit us for its reception, unlefs propofed juft
in our own way. The beft effe@ of the Belles
Lettres upon the imagination feems generally ex-
prefled by the word Tafte.  And what is this tafte,
but a certain difpofition which loves to be humored,
foothed and flattered, and which can hardly receive
or bear'the moft important truths, if they be not
decorated and fet off with fuch a delicacy and ad-
drefs as tafte requires, 1 fay the mo/? important truths:

becaufe
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becaufe truths of a fecular importance ftrike fo
clofely upon the fenfes, that the decifion of tafte
perhaps is not waited for. Thus, if a man be in-
formed of the birth of his child, or that his houfe
is on fire, the meflage takes up his thoughts, and
he is feldom much difgufted with the manner in
which it is delivered. But what an infuperable bar
is the refined tafte of many, to their profiting by
the preaching of the gofpel, or even to their hear-
ing it. Though the fubjet of a difcourfe be
weighty, and fome juft reprefentation given of the
evil of fin, the worth of the foul, and the love of
Chrift ; yet, if there be fomething amifs in the
elocution, language or manner of the preacher, peo-

* ple of tafte muft be poffefled, in a good meafure, of

grace likewife, if they can hear him with tolerable
patience, And perhaps three fourths of thofe who
are accounted the moft fenfible and judicious in the
auditory, will remember little about the fermon,
but the tone of the voice, the awkwardnefs of the
attitude, the obfolete expreflions and the like ; while
the poor and fimple, not being encumbered with this
hurtful accomplithment, receive the meflenger as
the Lord’s fervant, and the truth as the Lord’s word,
and are comforted and edified. But I ftop. Some
people would fay, that I muft fuppofe your Lord-
thip te have but little tafte, or elfe much grace, or I
fhould not venture to trouble you with {uch letters
as mine. I am,
With the greateft fincerity and deference,
My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &c.

LETs
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LETTER. XXI
MY LoRrnp,
T HE Apoftle fpeaks of a dleffednefs, which it

is the defign of the gofpel to impart to thofe
who  receive it. The Galatians once had it, and
fpoke of it. - 'The Apoftle reminds them of their
lofs, which is left upon record as a warning to us.
His expreflion ‘has led: me fometimes to. confider,
wherein 2 Chriftian’s prefent bleflednefs confifts.——
1.mean that which is attainable in this ftate of trial,
and. the fenfe and exercife of which may be, and
too oftenis, fufpended and taken from us. Itisa
bleflednefs which, if we fpeak of man in a natural
fate, his eye hath not feen, nor his ear heard fo
as to underftand it, nor can the idea of it arife in
his heart. It is no way dependant upon’ outward
circumftances, Profperity cannot impart it, pre-
ferve or fupply ‘the want of it. Nor can adverfity
put it out of our reach. The wife cannot acquire
it by dint of fuperior abilities, nor thall the fimple
mifs it for want of capacity.

The ftate of true believers, compared with that
of others, is always élefed. 1f they are born from
above and united to Jefus, they are delivered from
condemnation, and are heirs of eternal life, and
may therefore well be accounted happy. But I
confider now, not their harveft but their firft fruits,
not their portion in reverfion, but the éarnefl attain-
able in this life ; not what they ' /al/ be in heaven,

but
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but what, in an humble atteindance upon the Lord,
they may be whilc upon earth. There: is éven at
prefent.a, prize.of our thigh calling fet before us.
It is. much to bé defired that we had fuch a fenfe
of its vulue; as:might prompt us fo to run; that
we might obtain.”) I have thought this bleflcdnefs
may. be. comprifed in five particulars, though in
order to take 4 fuccinét view of the fubjeét, fome
of thefe might be branched out into feveral others ;
but I would not by toe many {ub-divifions give:my
letter the air of a ferinon.

In the firfk place, a clear, well-grounded, habitual
perfuafion "of. our deccptance in: the Beloved, is
attainable ; and though 'we may be fafe,” we cannot
be faid to enjoy bleflednefs without it.  To be in
a ftate of fufpence and uncertainty, in a point ‘of
fo great importance, is' painful 5 and the Lord has
accordingly - provided, that his people may -have
ftrong ¢onfolation on'this head. ' They are bleffed,
therefore, ‘who have fuch views of the power;
grace and fuitablenefs of -Jefus, and the certainty
and fecurity -of redemption in him, together with
fuch a confcioufnefs that they have anchored their
hopes, and ventured their all upon his perfon,
work and promife; -as furnifhes them with a ready
anfwer to all the cavils of unbelief and Satan in
the- Apoftle’s, manner, Rom. viii. 38==37. ' That
Paul could thus challenge and triumph over all
charges and enemies, was not an appendage of his
office as an Apoftle, but a part of his experience
as a believer, and it lies equally open to us. For
we have the fame gofpel and the fame promifes as
he had ; nor is the efficacy of the holy Spirit’s teach<

ing,




112 LETTERS T O

ing, a whit weakened by length of time. But
many ftop thort of this.  They have a hope, but
it rather fprings from their frames and feelings, than
from a fpiritual apprehenfion of the Redeemer’s
engagements and fulnefs, and therefore fluCtuates
and changes like the weather. - Could they be per=
fuaded to pray with earneftnefs and importunity,
as the Apoftle prays for them, Ephef. i. 17, 18. and
iii. 16, 19; they would find a bleffednefs which
they have not yet known, for it is faid, Afk and ye
fhall receive—And it is faid likewife, Ye receive
not becaufe ye afk not.

Could this privilege be enjoyed fingly, the na=
tural man would have no objection to it. He would
(as he thinks) be pleafed to know he fhould be
faved at laft, provided that while here he might
live in his fins. -~ But the believer will not, cannot
think himfelf blefled, unlefs he has likewife a con-
fcience void of offence. - This was the Apoftle’s
daily exercife, though no one was farther from a
legal fpirit, or more dependant upon Jefus for ac-
ceptance. But if we live in any known fin, or
allow ourfelves in the cuftomary omiffion of any
known duty, fuppofing it poflible in fuch a cafe to
preferve a fenfe of our acceptance, (which can
hardly be fuppofed, for if the Spirit be grieved, our
evidences decline of courfe), yet we could not be
eafy. If a traveller was abfolutely fure of reaching
his journey’s end in fafety, yet if he walked with a
thorn in his foot, he muft take every ftep in pain.
Such a thorn will be felt in the confcience, till we
are favored with a fimplicity of heart, and made
wilting in all things;'great or fmall, to yield obe-

dienee
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dience to the authority of the Lord’s precepts, and
make them the ftanding rule of our conduct, with-
out wilfully admitting a fingle exception. At the
beft, we fhall be confcious of innumerable fhort-
comings, and fhameful defilement, but thefe things
will not break our peace, if our hearts are upright.
But if we trifle with light, and connive at what
we know to be wrong, we fhall be weak, reftlefs
and uncomfortable. How many, who we would
hope are the children of the King, are lean from
day to day, becaufe fome right-hand or right-cye
evil, which they cannot perfuade themfelves to part
with, keeps them halting between two opinions,
and they are as diftant from happinefs, as they are
from the poflibility of reconciling the incompatible
fervices of God and the world. But happy indeed
is he, who condemneth not himfelf in that thing
which he alloweth.

Real communion with the Lord, in his appointed
means of grace, is likewife an impertant branch of
this bleflednefs. 'They were inftituted for this end,
and are fufficient, by virtue of his power and Spirit,
to anfwer it. 1 do not believe this enjoyment will
be always equal. But I believe a comfortable fenfe
of it in fome meafure, is generally attainable. To
read the fcripture, not as an attorncy may read a
will, merely to know the fenfe, but as the heir
reads it, as a defcripdon and proof of his intereft.
To hear the gofpel, as the voice of our Beloved,
fo as to have little leifure either for admiring the
abilities, or cenfuring the defects of the preacher;
and in prayer to feel a liberty of pouring out our
hearts before the Lord, to behold fome glances of

. his
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his goodnefs pafling before us, and to breathe forth
before him the tempers of a child, the fpirit of
adoption : And thus, by beholding his glory, to
be conformed more and more to his image, and to
renew our f{trength, by drawing water out of the
wells of falvation: Herein is bleffednefs. They
who have tafted it can fay, itis good for me to
draw nigh to God. The foul thus refrefhed by the
water of life, is preferved from thirfting after the
vanities of the world ; thus inftruéted in the fanc-
tuary, comes down from the mount filled with
heavenly wifdom, anointed with a holy untion,
and thereby qualified to judge, fpeak and aét in
charaéter, in all the relations and occafions of fe-
cular life. In this way, befides the pleafure, a
fpiritual tafte is acquired, fomething analagous to
the meaning of the word tafte, when applied to
mufic or good breeding, by which difcords and im-
propricties are obferved and avoided, as it were by
inftin&, and what is right is felt and followed, not
fo much by the force of rules, as by a habit in-
fenfibly acquired, and in which the fubftance of all
neceflary rulesare, if I may fo fay, digefted. O
that I knew more of this bleflednefs, and more of
its effects.

Another branch of bleflednefs, is a power of re-
pofing ourfelves and our concerns upon the Lord’s
faithfulnefs and care. And may be confidered in
two refpects. A reliance upon him that he will
furely ‘provide for us, guide us, protect us, be our
help in trouble, ‘our fhield in danger ; {o that how-
ever poor, weak and defencelefs in ourfelves, we
may rejoice in his all-fufliciency as our own—and

farther,
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farther, in confequence of this, a peaceful, humble
fubmiffion to his will, under all events, which
upon their. firft impreflion are contrary to our own
views and defires. Surely in a world like this,
where every thing is uncertain, where we are ex-
pofed to trials on every hand, and know not but a
fingle hour. may bring forth fomething painful, yea
dreadful to our natural fenfations, there can be no
bleflednefs, but fo far as we are thus enabled to
entruft and refign all to the dire&ion and faithful-
nefs of the Lord our fhepherd. For want of more
of this fpirit, multitudes of profefling Chriftians,
perplex and wound themfelves, and difhonor their
high calling, by continual anxieties, alarms and
complaints. They think nothing fafe under the
Lord’s keeping, ~unlefs .their own eye is likewife
upon .it, .and are. feldom fatisfied with any of his
difpenfations. For though he gratify their defires
in nine inftances, a refufal in the tenth, fpoils the
relith of all, and they fhew the truths of the gofpel
can afford them little comfort, if felf is crofled.
But blefled .is the man who trufteth in the Lord,
and whofe hope the Lord is. .He fhall not be afraid
of evil-tidings, he fhall be kept in perfeét peace,
though the earth be moved, and the mountains caft
into the midft of the fea.

The paper admonifhes me it is time to relieve
your Lordthip—And I have not room to detain
you long upon the fifth particular. It belongs to a
believer’s bleflednefs, to feel his fpirit chearful and
active for the Lord’s fervice, in the world. For to
what other end thould he wifh to live ? If he thought
of himfelf only, it would be better to depart and

be
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be with Jefus immediately, But he is a debtor to
his grace and love ; and though ftriétly he can make
no returns—yet he longs to fhew his thankfulnefs ;
and if the Lord give him a heart to redeem his time,
to devote his ftrength and influence, and lay him-
felf out for his fervice—that he may be inftru-
mental in promoting his caufe, in comforting his
people~—or enable him to let his light fhine before
men, that his God and Father may be honored —
he will account it bleflednefs. This is indeed the
great end of life, and 'he knows it will evidently
appear fo at the approach of death. And there-
fore while others are cumbered about many things,
he efteems this the one thing needful.

I remain, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s, &c.

L ET-
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CEIT LER Z30UT
My LoRrb,

HAT I may not weary you by a preamble,
I oblige myfelf to take the turn of my letter
from fome paffage of fcripture, and I fix upon that
which juft now occurred to my thoughts, a claufe
in that pattern of prayer, which he who beft knows
our ftate, has been pleafed to leave for the inftruc-
tion of his people, in their great concern of waiting
at his throne of grace, Matt. vi. 13.—And lead us
not into temptation. This petition is feafonable at
all times, and to all perfons, who have any right
knowledge of themfelves or their fpiritual calling.
The word temptation, taken at large, includes
every kind of trial. To tempt is to try or prove.
In this fenfe, it is faid, the Lord tempted Abraham ;
that is, he tried him, for God cannot tempt to evil.
He propofed fuch an a& of obedience to him, as
was a teft of his faith, love, dependance and inte-
grity. Thus all our affli¢tions under his gracious
management are appointed to prove, manifeft, ex-
ercife and purify the graces of his children. And
not afflictions only, profperity likewife is a ftate of
temptation, and many who have endured fharp fuf-
ferings and came off honorably, have been after-
wards greatly hurt and enfnared by profperity. To
this purpofe the hiftories of David and Hezcekiah
are in point. But by temptation we more fre-
quently underftand the wiles and force which Satan
employs
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employs in affaulting our peace, or fpreading fnares
for our feet, He is always practifing againft us,
either direCtly and from himfelf, by the accefs he
has to our hearts, or immediately by the influence
he has over the men and the things of this world.
The words which follow confirm this fenfe=—Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from eyil,
amo Tou wovneou from the evil ome, as it might be
properly rendered here, ‘and in 1 obn, v. 1§. The
fubtilty and power of this adverfary are very great;
he is ai over-match for us, and we have no hope of
fafety but in the Lord’s prote&ion. Satan’s altion
-upon the heart may be illuftrated by ‘the a&ion of
the wind upon the fea. - The fea fometimes ap-
pears {mooth, but it is always difpofed to {well and
rage, and to obey the impulfe of every ftorm. Thus
the heart may be fometimes quiet, but the wind of
temptation will awaken and roufe it in a moment ;
for it is eflential to our depraved nature to be un-
ftable and yielding as the water; and when it is
under the impreflion of the enemy, its violence can
only be ‘controlled by him who fays to the raging
fea, Be ftill, and here fhall thy proud waves be
ftayed. 'The branches of temptation are almoft
innumerable, but the principal may be reduced to
the.feveral faculties of the foul (as-we commonly
fpeak )’ to which they are more dire&ly fuited.

He has temptations for the-underftanding. "He
can blind the mind with prejudices and falle' rea-
fonings, and ply it with arguments for infidelity,
till the ‘moft obvious ‘truths become queftionable.
Even where the gofpel has been receivedy he can
infinuate error, which for the fuddenefs'and malig-

nity
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nity of its effe¢ts may be properly compared to
poifon. "A healthy man may be poifoned in a mo-
ment, and if he be, the baneful drug is ufually mixed
with his food. Many who for a while feemed to be
found in the faith, have had their judgments
ftrongly and ftrangely perverted, and prevailed upon
to renounce and oppofe the truths they once prized
and defended. Such inftances are ftriking proofs
of human weaknefs, and loud calls to watchful-
nefs and dependance, and to beware of leaning to
our own underftandings. For thefe purpofes he
employs both preachers and authors, who by fine
words and fair fpeeches beguile the hearts of the
unwary. And by his immediate influence upon the
mind, he is able, (if the Lord permits him) to en-
tangle thofe who are providentially placed out of the
reach of corrupt and defigning men.

He tempts the conicience, By working upon
the unbelief of our hearts, and darkening the glory
of the gofpel, he can hold down the foul to the
number, weight and aggravation of its fins, fo that
it fhall not be able to look up to Jefus, nor draw
any comfort from his blood, promifes and grace.
How many go burdened in this manner, feeking
relief from duties, and perhaps fpending their
ftrength in things not commanded, though they
hear, and perhaps acknowledge the gofpel ? Nor are
the wifeft and moft eftablifhed able to withftand his
affaults, if the Lord withdraw and give him leave
to employ his power and fubtilty unreftrained.
The gofpel affords {ufficient ground for an abiding
affurance of hope, nor thould we reft fatisfied with-
out it. However, the poffefion and prefervation

of
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of this privilege depends upon the Lord’s prefence
with the foul, and his fhielding us from Satan’s
attacks, for I am perfuaded he is able to fift and thake
the ftrongeft believer upon earth.

He has likewife temptations fuited to the will.
Jefus makes his people willing in the day of his
power ; yet there is a contrary principle remaining
within them, of which Satan knows how to avail
himfelf. There are occafions in which he almoft
prevails to fet felf again upon the throne, as Dagon
was raifed after he had fallen before the ark. How
elfe thould any, who have tafted that the Lord is
gracious, give way to a repining fpirit, account his
difpenfations hard, or his precepts too ftrict, fo as to
fhrink from their obfervance through the fear of men,
or a regard to their worldly intereft.

Farther, he has fnares for the affeGtions. In
managing thefe he gains a great advantage from our
fituation in a world that knows not God. The
fcripture gives Satan the title of God of this world ;
and believers learn, by painful experience, how
great his power is in and over the perfons and things
of it. So that to be ftedfaft in wifdom’s ways, re-
quires unremitted efforts, like prefling through a
crowd, or fwimming againft a ftream. How hard is
it to live in the midft of pitch and not be defiled.
The air of the world is infe¢tious. Our bufinefs
and unavoidable conne&ions are fo interwoven with
occafions of fin, and there is fo much in our hearts
fuited to them, that unlefs we are inceflantly up-
held by almighty ftrength, we cannot ftand a day
or an hour. Paft viories afford us no greater fe-
curity than they did Samfon, who was fhamefully

furprized
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furprized by enemies whom he had formerly con-
quered. Nor are we only tempted by compliances
that are evil in themfelves. . With refpect to thefe,
perhaps, confcience may be awake, and we ftand
upon our guard. But we are ftill upon Satan’s
ground, and while he may feem to allow himfelf
defeated, he can dexteroully change his method,
and come upon us where we do not fufpect him.
¥or Perimus in licitis. Perhaps our greateft danger
arifes from things in themfelves lawful. He can
tempt us by our neareft and deareft friend, and per-
vert every blefling of a kind Providence into an oc-
cafion of drawing our hearts from- the Giver; yea,
fpiritual bleffings, gifts, comforts, and even graces
are fometimes the engines by which he praltifes
againft us, to fill us with vain confidence and felf-
fufficiency, or to lull us into formality and in-
dolence.

That wonderful power, which we call the ima-
gination, is, I fuppofe, rather the medium of the
foul’s perceptions during its prefent ftate of union
with the body, than a fpiritual faculty, ftriitly
fpeaking; but it partakes largely of that depravity
which fin has brought upon our whole frame, and
affords Satan an avenue for affaulting us with the
moft terrifying, if not the moft dangerous of his
temptations. At the beft we have but an indifferent
command over it. We cannot, by an act of our
own will, exclude a thoufand painful, wild, incon-
{iftent and hurtful ideas, which are ever ready to
obtrude themfelves upon our minds; and a flicht
alteration in the animal {yftem, in the motion of the
blood or nervous fpirits, is {ufficient to withdraw it

Vour. I, G wholly
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wholly from our dominion, and to leave us like a
city without walls or gates, expofed to the incur-
fion of our enemy. We are fearfully and wonder-
fully made, and with all our boafted knowledge of
other things can form no conception of what is fo
vaftly interefting to us, the myfterious connection
between foul and body, and the manner in which
they are mutually affected by each other. The ef-
felts we too fenfibly feel. The wifeft of men would
be accounted fools or mad, were they to exprefs in
words a fmall part of what paffes within them ; and
it would appear that much of the fobereft life, is
little better than a waking dream: but how dread-
ful are the confequences when the Lord permits
fome hidden pin in the human machine to be al-
tered. Immediately a door flies open, which no
hand but his can fhut, and the enemy pours in like
a flood ; falfhood and horror and the blacknefs of
darknefs, the judgment is borne down and difabled,
and the moft diftrefling illufions feize us with all
the apparent force of evidence and demonftration.
When this is the cafe in a certain degree, we call
it diftra&ion ; but there are various degrees of it,
which leave a perfon in the pofleflion of his fenfes,
as to the things of common lifc, and yet are fufh-
cient, with refpe& to his {piritual concerns, to fhake
the very foundations of his hope, and deprive him
of all peace and comfort, and make him a terror to
himfelf. All the Lord’s -people are not called to
navigate in thefe deep waters of foul diftrefs, but
all are liable. Ah, if we knew what fome fuffer,
the Horribilia de Deo, et Terribilia de Fide, which
excruciate the minds of thofe over whom Satan

is




A NOBLEMAN, 123

is permitted to tyrannize in this way; furely we
fhould be more earneft and frequent in praying,
Lead us not into temptation. From fome little
fenfe I have of the malice and 'fubtilty of our fpiri-
tual enemies, and the weaknefs of thofe barriers
which we have to prevent their aflaults, I am fully
perfuaded that nothing lefs than the continual ex~
ertion of that almighty power which preferves the
ftars in their orbits, can maintain our: peace of mind
for an hour or a minute. In this view, all com-
parative difference in external fituation feems to be
annihilated ; for as the Lord’s prefence can make
his people happy in a.dungeon, fo ‘there are temp-
tations which, if we felt .them, would inftantly
render us incapable of receiving a moment’s fatis-
faction from an affemblage of all earthly bleflings,
and make the company of our deareft friends taftelefs,
if not infupportable.

Ah, how little do the gay and the bufy think of
thefe things | How little indeed do they think of
them who profefs to believe them ! How faint is
the fenfe of our obligations to bim, who freely fub-
mitted to the fierceft onfets of the powers of dark-
nefs, to free us from the punithment due to our
fins ; otherwife we muft have been for ever fhut up
with thofe miferable and mercilefs fpirits, who de-
light in our torment, and who, even in the prefent
ftate, if they get accefs to our minds,-can make our
exiftence a burden !

But our Lord, who knows and confiders our
weaknefs, of which we are fo little aware, allows
and direts us to pray, Lead us not into tempta-
tion. We are not to expe& an abfolute freedom

G2 from
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from temptation ; ‘we are called to 'be foldiers, and
muft fometimes meet with ‘enemies, and 'perhaps
with wounds.  Yet confidering this prayer as pro-
vided' by Him who 'kfews what we are, and where
we are, it may afford us both inftruction and con- :
folation, £ i

It ‘calls to a ‘conftant refleCtion upon our ewn.
weaknefs, * Believers, efpecially young ' ones, are
prone to reft too much in grace received. They
feel their hearts warm, and like Peter are ready to
pleafe themfelves with thinking how they would
act in fuch or fuch a ftate of trial. It is as if
the Lord had faid, Poor worms, be not high-mind-
ed, but fear and pray that, if it may be, you may be
kept from learning, by bitter experience, how weak
your fuppofed ftrength is. It fweetly intimates that
all our ways, and all our enemies are in the hands
of our great Shepherd. He knows our path. We
are fhort-fighted, and cannot tell what an hour may
bring forth ; ‘but we are under his protection, and
if we depend upon him weé need not be anxiouily
afraid. He will be faithful té the truft 'we repofe in f:
him, and will fuffer no temptation to overtake us,
but what he will fupport us under and bring us
through.  But it becomes us to beware of fecu- '
rity and’prefumption, to keep our eyes upon him,
and not to think ourfelves fafe a-moment longer than
our fpirits feel and breathe the meaning of" this
petition.

It implies, likewife, the duty of watchfulnefs
on our part. As our Lord joins themy elfewhere,
Watch and pray. If we defire ‘not to’ be led into
temptation, furely we are not'to-run intorit. If we

V'v'i{h
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with to be preferved from error, we are to guard
againft a curious and reafoning fpirit. If we
would preferve peace of confcience, we muft be-
ware of trifling with the light and motions of the
Holy Spirit, for -without his afliffance we cannot
maintain faith in exercife.  If we would not be
enfnared by the men of the world, we are to keep
ata proper diftance from them. - The lefs we have
to do with them the better, excepting fo far as
the providence of God makes. it our duty in the
difcharge of our callings.and relations, and taking
-opportunities of doing: them good. ~And though
we cannot  wholly thut: Satan out of,our imagina-
tions, we. fhould be cautious, that we.do not wil-
fully provide (fuel for ‘his flame, but intreat the
Lord to fet a-watch upon our eyes and our ears,
and to.teach us to rejeck the firfk motions and. the
Amalleft appearances of gvile- | 1}

I-have been fo intent upon:my fubjeét, that I
have once and again forgot I was writing to your
Lordfhip, - -Otherwife I thould .not. have let my
lucubration run to fo great a length, which I cer-
tainly did not intend 'when I began; . I fhall notadd
1o this fault by making an apology. - I have touch-
ed upona topic (of great importance to myfelf. I
am one amobg many who have {uffered; greatly for
want of paying more attention to my need of this
prayer. ‘O thatT could be wifer bereafter, and al-
ways act and fpeak as knowing that I am always upon
a field of battley and befet by legions.

I am, with great refped,
My . Lord, - &¢.

G 3 a1 -
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LETTER XXIV,
Vhe Ginistian 0 W aghtot thle e !
My LoRrbp, Higiony b 99 /t}.’v‘f::‘::z,w'
I'THOU T any preamble, I purpofe now
to wait on your Lordfhip, with a fow
thoughts on the meaning of that name which firft
obtained at Antioch, in other words;, what it is to
be a Chriftian ?* Wehat'are the effedts, which (mak-
ing allowance for the undvoidable infirmities ‘at-
tending upon the prefent ftate of mortality ) may
be expeéted from a real experimental knowledge of
the gofpel. » I would not infinuate ‘that none are
Chriftians, ‘who do- not come up to: the charadter 1
would defcribe, for then' I fear I fhould unchriftian
myfelf, but enly to confider what the fcripture-en-
courages 'us to aim at, as the prize of our high
calling in this life,  It-is generally allowed and la-
mented, that we are too apt to live below our pri-
vileges, 'and to ftop fhort of what the {pirit-and the
promifes of the gofpel point out to us as attainable.
Mr. Pope’s admired line, An honeft man’s the
nobleft work of God, may be admitted as a truth,
when rightly explained. A Chriflian is the nobleft
work of ‘God in this vifible world, and bears a
much brighter impreffion of his glory and goodnefs,
than the fun in the firmament ; and none but 2
Chriftian ‘can be ftriétly and properly honeft ; all
others are too much under the power of felf, to do

univerfally to others, as they would others fhould
do

———————————
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do unto them, and nothing but an uniform conduct
upon this principle deferves the name of honefty.
The Chriftian is a new creature, born and
taught from above. He has been convinced of his
guilt and mifery as a finner, has fled for refuge to
the hope fet before him, has feen the Son and be-
lieved on him. His natural prejudices againit the
glory and grace of God’s falvation, have been
fubdued and filenced by almighty power, he has
accepted the Beloved, and is made acceptable in
him. He now knows the Lord, has renounced the
confufed, diftant, uncomfortable notions, he once
formed of God ; and beholds him in Chrift, who
is the way, the truth and the life; the only door
by which we can enter toany true, fatisfying know-
ledge of God, or communion with him. But he
fees God in Chrift, reconciled, = Father, a Savior
and a Friend, who has freely forgiven him all his
fins, and given him the fpirit of adoption; he is
now no longer a fervant, much lefs a ftranger, but
a fon; and becaufe a fon, an heir already in-
terefted in all the promifes, admitted to thé throne
of grace, and an aflured expe&tant of eternal
glory. The gofpel is defigned to give us not only
a peradventure or a probability, but a certainty
both of our acceptance and our perfeverance, till
death fhall be fwaliowed up in life. And thouch
many are fadly fluCtuating and perplexed upon this
head, and perhaps all are fo for a feafon, yet there
are thofe who can fay, we know that we are of God,
and therefore they are ftedfaft and unmoveable in
his way ; becaufe they are confident that their labor
fhall not be in vain, but that when they fhall be

G 4 abfent
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abftnt from the body,  they fhall be prefent with
their Lord. This is the ftate of the advanced,
experienced Chriftian, who being enabled to make
his profeflion the chief bufinefs of his life, is ftrong
in the Lord and in the power of his might. Every
one who has this hope in Chrift, purifieth himfelf A
even as he is pure. I would now attempt a fketch
of the Chriftian’s temper, formed upon thefe prin-
ciples and hopes, under the leading branches of
its exercife, refpecting God, himfelf and his fellow- !‘
Creatures. |
Thé Chriftian’s temper Godward, is evidenced 1
by Humility. He has received from Gethfemane |
and. Golgotha, fuch a fenfe of the evil of fin I
1

and of the holinefs of God, combined with his
matchlefs love to finners, as has deeply pene-
trated his hicart; he has an effedting remember- ]
ance of the ftate of rebellion and cnmity, in '
which he once lived againft this holy amd good \
God; and he has a quick perception of the de- ‘
filements and defe&s which ftill debafe his beft \
fervices. His mouth is therefore ftopped as to
boafting, he is vile in his own eyes, and is filled |
with wonder, that the Lord fhould vifit fuch a
finner with fuch a falvation. He fees fo vaft a .
difproportion between the obligations he is under
to grace, and the returns he makes,  that he is
difpofed, yea, conftrained, to adopt the Apoftle’s
words without affeGation, and to account him-
feIf lefs than the leaft of all faints; and knowing
his own beart, while he fees only the outfide of
others, he is not eafily perfuaded there can be a
believer upon earth fo faint, fo unfruitful, fo un-
worthy as himfelf. = Yet, though abafed, he is not
difcouraged,
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difcouraged, for he enjoys peace. ;. .The dignity,
offices, blood, righteoulnefs, faithfulnefs and com-
paflion of the Redeemer, in whom he. refts, trufts
and lives, for wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanéification
and redemption, are adequate to all his wants and
wifhes, provide him with an anfwer to every ob-
jeition, .and .give him no lefs confidence in God,
than if he were finlefs as,an angel. For he fees
that though fin has abounded in him, grace has
much more abounded in Jefus. With refpect to the
pait, all things are become new ; with refpet to the
prefent, and future, he leans upon an Almighty
arm, and relies upon-the word and power, which
made: and upholds ‘the heavens and the earth.
Though he feels himfelf unworthy of the fmalleft
mercies, he claims and expelts the greateit bleflings
that God can beftow. And being rooted and
grounded in the knowledge and love of Chrift; his
peace abides, and is not greatly affeted, either by
the variation: of his own frames, or the changes of
God’s difpenfations towards him while here. With
fuch a fenfe of himfelf, fuch a heart-felt peace and
heavenly hope, how can his fpirit but breathe Love
to his God and Savior. It is indeed the perfection
of his charalter and happinefs, that his foul is
united by love to the chief good. The love of
Chrift is the joy of his heart, and the fpring of
his obedience. With his Savior’s prefence, he
finds a heaven begun upon earth, and without it,
all the other glories of the heavenly ftate would
not content him. The excellence of Chrift, his
love to finners, efpecially his dying love, his love
to himfelf in fecking and faving him when loft,

G ;s faving
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faving him to the uttermoft—but I muft ftop—
Your Lordfhip can better conceive than I can def-
cribe, how and why Jefus is dear to the heart that
knows him., That part of the Chriftian’s life
which is not employed in the a&ive fervice of his
Lord, is chiefly fpent in fecking and maintaining
communion with him ; for this he plies the throne,
and ftudies the weord of grace, and frequents the
ordinances where the Lord has promifed to meet
with his people. Thefe are his golden hours ; and
when thus employed—how poor and trivial does
all that the world calls great and important appear
in hiseyes ! Yea he is folicitous to keep up an
intercourfe of heart with his Beloved, in his bufieft
fcenes, and fo far as he can fucceed, it alleviates |
all his labors, and fweetens all his troubles. And \
when he is neither communing with his Lord, nor
alting for him, he accounts his time loft, and is
afthamed and grieved. ~ The truth of his love is
manifefted by Submiffion : this is two-fold, and ab-
folute, and without referve in each—He fubmits to |
his revealed wiil, as made known to him by precept
and by his own example. He aims to tread in his
Savior’s footfteps, and makes confcience of all his
commandments, without exception and without
hefitation. Again, he fubmits to his providential
will. He yields to his fovereignty, acquiefces in
his wifdom ; he knows he has no right to complain y
of any thing, becaufe he is a finner ; and he bas no |
reafon, becaufe he is fure the Lord does all things
well. Therefore this fubmiffion is not forced, but
is an a& of Truff. He knows he is not more un-
worthy than he is unable to chufe for himfelf, and
therefore

-
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therefore rejoices that the Lord has undertaken to
manage for him ; and were he compelled to make
his own choice, he could only chufe, that all his
concerns fhould remain in that hand to which he
has already committed them. And thus he judges
of public as well as of his perfonal affairs. He
cannot be an unaffeGed fpectator of national fins,
nor without apprehenfion of their deferved confe-
quences, he feels, and almoft trembles, for others,
but he himfelf dwells under the thadow of the Al-
mighty, in a fanctuary that cannot be forced, and
therefore fhould he fee the earth fhaken, and the
mountains caft into the midft of the fea, his heart
would not be greatly moved, for God is his refuge.
The Lord reigns. He fees his Savior’s hands di-
recting every dark appearance, and over-ruling all,
to -the accomplithment of his own great purpofes ;
this fatisfies him ; and though the winds and waves
fhould be high, he can venture his own little bark
in the ftorm, for he has an infallible and almighty
pilot on board with him. And indeed why fhould
he fear, when he has nothing to lofe? His beft
concerns are fafe, and other things he holds as
gifts from his Lord, to whofe call he is ready to
refign them, in whatever way he pleafes, well know-
ing that creatures and inftruments cannot, of them-
felves, touch a hair of his head without the Lord’s
permiflion, and that if he.does permit them, it
mutft be for the beft. :

I might enlarge farther—but I fhall proceed to
confider the Chriftian’s temper refpeing himfelf.
He lives godly and foberly.. By fobriety we mean
more than that he is not a drunkard; His tempers

G 6 toward
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toward God of courfe form him to a moderation
in all temporal things. He is not {crupulous or {u-
perftitious; he underftands the liberty of the gofpel,
that every creature of God is good, if it be re-
ceived with thankf{giving : he does notaim at being
needlefsly fingular, nor. pradlice felf-devifed aufte-
rities, The Chriftian is neither a Stoic nor a Cynic,
yet he finds daily caufe for watchfulnefs and re-
ftraint,  Satan will ot often tempt a believer to
grofs crimes ; our greateft fnares, and foreft con-
flits are ufually found in ‘things lawful in them~
felves, but hurtful to us by their abufe, engrofling
t0o. much of our time, or of our hearts, or fomehow
indifpofing us for communion with the Lord,—
The Chriftian will be jealous of any thing that
might entangle his affections, damp his zeal, or
firaiten him in his opportunities of ferving his
Savior. He is likewife content with his fituation,
becaufe the Lord chufes it for him; his fpirit is
not eager for additions and alterations in his cir-
cumftances. If divine providence points out and
leads to a change, he is ready to follow, though it
thould be what the world would call from a better to.
a worfe. For he is a pilgrim and a ftranger here,
and a citizen of heaven. As people of fortune
fometimes, in travelling, fubmit chearfully to in-
convenient accommodations, very different from their
homes, and comfort themfclves with thinking they
re not always to live fo; fo the Chriftian is not
reatly folicitous about externals. If he has them,
e will ufe them moderately—If he has but little
of them, he can make a good fhift without them,
he is but upon 2 journey, and will foon be at home.
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If he be rich, experience confirms our Lord’s words,
Luke xii. 15. and fatisfies him that a large room, a
crowd of fervants, and twenty difhes upon his table,
add nothing to the real happinefs of life. There-
fore he will not have his heart fet upon fuch things.
If he be in -a_humbler fate, he is more difpofed to
pity than to envy thofe above him, for he judges
they muft have many incumbrances from which he
is freed : however the will of God and the light of
his countenance, are the chief things the Chriftian
whether rich or poor regards, and therefore his mo-
deration is made known unto all men.

A third branch of the Chriftian’s temper refpeéts
his fellow-creatures.- And here, methinks, if I had
not filled a fheet already, 1 could enlarge with plea-
fure.  We have in this degenerate day, among thofe
who claim and are allowed the name of Chriftian,
too many of a narrow, felfith, mercenary {pirit,
but in the beginning it was not fo. The gofpel is
defigned to cure fuch a fpirit, but gives no in=
dulgence toit. A Chriftian has the mind of Chrift,
who went about doing good, who makes his fun to
thine upon the good and the evil, and fendeth rain
on the juft and the unjuft. His Lord’s example
forms him to the habit of diffufive Benevalence;
he breathes a fpirit of good-will to mankind, and
rejoices in every opportunity of being ufeful to the
fouls and bodies of others, without refpelt to parties
or interefts. He commiferates, and would if poffible
alleviate the miferies of all around him: and if his
actual fervices are reftrained by want of ability, yet
all fhare in his fympathy and prayers. A&ing in
the fpirit of his mafter, he frequently meets with a

meafure
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meafure of the like treatment; but if his good is
requited with evil, he labors to overcome evil with
good. He feels himfelf a finner, and needs much
forgivenefs ; this makes him ready to forgive. He is
not haughty, captious, eafily offended, or hard to
be reconciled, for at the feet of Jefus he has learned
Meeknefs; and when he meets with unkindnefs or
injuftice, he confiders that though he has not de-
ferved fuch things from men, they are inftruments
employed by his Heavenly Father, (from whom he
has deferved to fuffer much more) for his humilia-
tion and chaflifement ; and is therefore more con-
cerned for their fins than for his own fufferirgs,
and prays, after the pattern of his Savior, Father
forgive them, for they know not what they do.

He knows he is fallible, therefore cannot be pofitive. -

He ksows he is frail, and therefore dares not be
cenforious. As a member of fociety he is Juit,
pun@ual in the difcharge of every relative duty,
faithful to his engagements and promifes, rendering
to all their dues, obedient to lawful authority, and
a&ing to all men according to the golden rule of
doing as he would be done by. His condu&t is
Simple, devoid of artifice and confiftent, attending
to every branch of duty; and in the clofet, the
family, the church, and in the tranfactions of com-
mon life he is the fame man, for-in every circum-
ftance he ferves the Lord, and aims to maintain a
confcience void of offence in his fight. No fmall
part of the beauty of his profeffion in the fight of
men, confifts in the due government of his tongue.
The law of truth and kindnefs and purity is upon
his lips. He abhors lying, and is fo far from in-

venting
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venting a flander, that he will not repeat a report
to the difadvantage of his neighbor, however true,
without a proper call. His converfe is chearful,
but inoffenfive, and he will no more wound another
with his wit (if he has a talent that way) than with
a knife. His fpeech is with grace, feafoned with
falt, and fuited to promote the peace and edifica-
tion of all around him.

Such is the Chriftian in civil life, but though he
loves all mankind, he ftands in a nearer relation,
and bears an efpecial Brotherly Love, to all who
are partakers of the faith and hope of the gopfel.
This regard is not confined within the pale of a
denomination, but extended to all who love the
Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity. He calls no man
Mafter himfelf; nor does he wifth to impofe a
Shibboleth of his own upon others. He rejoices
in the image of God wherever he fees it, and in
the work of God wherever it is carried on. Though
tenacious of the truths which the Lord has taught
him, his heart is open to thofe who differ from him
in lefs eflential points, and allows to others that
right of private judgment which he claims for
himfelf, and is difpofed to hold communion in love,
with all who hold the head. He cannot indeed
countenance thofe, who fet afide the one founda-
tion which God has laid in Zion, and maintain
errors derogatory to the honor of his Savior, or
fubverfive of the faith and experience of his people 3
yet he withes well to their perfons, pities and prays
for them, and is ready in meeknefs to inftruct them
that oppofe ; but there is no bitternefs in his zeal,

being
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being fenfible that raillery and inveive are dif;
honorable to the caufe of truth, and quite unfuit-
able in the mouth of a finner, who owes all that
diftinguithes him from the vileft of men, to the
free grace of God. Ina word, he is influenced by
the wildom from above, which as it is pure, is
likewile peaceable, gentle and eafy to be intreated,
full of mercy and good works, without ' partiality
and without hypocrify.

I muft juft recur to my firft head, and obferve
that with this {pirit and deportment, the Chriftian,
while he is enabled to maintain a confcience void
of offence towards God and man, is {lill fenfible
and mindful of indwelling fin, he has his eye more
upon his rule than upon his attainments, ‘and there-
fore finds and confefles that in every thing he comes
exceedingly fhort, and that his beft fervices are not
only defective but defiled. He accounts himfelf an
unprofitable fervant, is abafed in his own eyes,
and derives all his hope and comfort, as well as
his ftrength from Jefus, whom he has known,
received and trufted, to whom he has committed
his foul, in whom he rejoices, and worfhips God in
the fpirit, renouncing all confidence in the flefh,
and efteeming all things as lofs, for the excellency
of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus his Lord.

If I have lately been rather tardy in making
my payments to your Lordfhip, 1 have propor-
tionably increaled the quantity. It is high time I
fhould now relieve your patience. I hope I long
to be a Chriftian indeed. And I hope this hafty
cxemplification of my wifhes, will anfwer to your

Lordthip’s
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Lordfhip’s experience better than I fear it does to
my own. May I beg a remembrance in your
prayers, that he who has given me to will and
defire, may work in me to be and to do according
to his own good pleafure,

I am,
§ept, == 1776,
.J.\Jy Lord, &e,
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LE T T ER XXY,
My Lorp,

Y London journey, which prevented my
writing in O&ober, made me amends by an
opportunity of waiting upon your Lordfhip in per-
fon ; fuch feafons are not only pleafant at the time,
but afford me pleafure in the review—I could have
wifhed the half hour we were together by ourfelves
prolonged to half a day. 'The fubje& your Lord-
fhip was pleafed to fuggeft has been often upon my
mind, and glad fhould I be were I able to offer
you any thing fatisfaltory upon it. ‘There is no
doubt but firft religious impreflions are ufually
mingled with much of a legal fpirit, and that con-
fcience at fuch a time is not only tender but mif-
informed and fcrupulous: and I believe, as your
Lordfhip intimated, that when the mind is more
enlightened, and we feel a liberty from many fet-
ters we had impofed upon ourfelves, we are in dan-
ger of verging too far towards the other extreme.
It feems to me that no one perfon can adjuft the
medium, and draw the line exaltly for another,
There are fo many particulars in every fituation, of
which a ftranger cannot be a competent judge, and
the beft human advices and models are mixed with
fuch defects, that it is not right to expet others to
be abfolutely guided by our rules, nor is it fafe
for us implicitly to adopt the decifions or practices
of others.  But the fcripture undoubtedly furnifhes
fufficient
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fufficient and infallible rules for every perfon, how-
ever circumftanced ; and the throne of grace is ap-
pointed for us to wait upon the Lord for the beft
expofition of his ‘ precepts. “ Thus David often
prays to be led in the right way, in the path of
judgment. By frequent prayer and clofe acquaint-
ance with the feripture, and an habitual attention
to the frame of our hearts; there is a certain de-
licacy of fpiritual tafte and difcernment to be ac-
quired, which renders a nice difquifition concerning
the nature and limits of the Adiaphora .as they are
called, or how near we may go to the utmoft bounds
of what is right, without being' wrong, quite un-
neceffary., ' 'Love is the cléareft and moft perfuafive
cafuift, and when our love to the Lord is in lively
‘exercife, and the rule of his word is in our eye, we
feldom make great miftakes. And 1 believe the
overdoings of a young convert, proceeding from an
honeft fimplicity of heart, and a defire of pleafiing
the Lord, are moreacceptable in his fight, thana
certain coolnefs of conduct which frequently takes
place afterward, when we are apt to look back with
pity ‘upon our former weaknefs, and fecretly to ap-
plaud ourfelves for our prefent greater’ attainments
in knowledge, though perhaps (alas that it thould
ever be fo) we may have loft as much in warmth as
we have gained in light.

From the time we know the Lord, and are bound
to him by the cords of love and gratitude, the two
chief points we fhould have in our view, I apprehend
are to maintain communion with him in our own
fouls, and to glorify him in the fight of men.
Agreeable to thefe views, though the fcripture

does
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does. not enumerate or decide,  tatidem wverbis, for
or againft many things which fome plead for and
others condemn; yet it furnifhes us. with fome ge-
neral canons, which, if rightly applied, will perhaps
go a good way towards fettling the debate, at leaft
to the fatisfatlion of thofe who would rather pleafe
God than man. Some of thefe canons I wxll_]u{’c
mark to your Lordfhip——Rom. xii. 1, 2. 1 Cor: viii.
13, and x. 31. 2 Cor. vi. 17. Epbef. iv. go. Epbef.
V. 11,15, 16. 1 Thef. v. 22. Ephef; vi. 18,. To
which I may add, as fuitable to, the; prefent times,
dfa. xxiis 12.. Luke xxi. 34. 1.apprehend the fpirit
of thefe and fimilar paflages of fcripture (for it

would be eafy to adduce a larger number) will bring -

a Chriftian.under fuch reftri¢tions as follow.

To avoid and forbear, for his.own fake, whatever
has a tendengy to damp_and indifpofe his fpiritin at=
tendance upon the means of grace, for fuch:things,
if they be not condemned as finful per fe, if they
be not abfolutely unlawful, yea though they be,
when duly regulated, lawful and right (for often
our chief fnares are entwined with our bleflings) ;
yet if they have a repeated and evident tendency
to deaden our hearts to divine things, of which
each perfon’s experience muft determine ; there muft
be fomething in them, either in feafon, meafure or
circumftance, wrong to us, and let them promife
what they will, they do but rob us of our gold to
pay us with counters, For the light of God’s coupn-
ing with him in private is our chief joy; and -we
muit be already. greatly, hurt, if any. thing can be

purfued,
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purfued, allowed or refted in as a tolerable fub-
ttitute for it.

For the fake of the church, and the influence
example may have upon his fellow-chriftians, the
law of charity and prudence will often require a
believer to abftain from fome things not becaufe
they are unlawful, but inexpedient.” Thus the
Apoftle, though ftrenuous for the right of his chrif~
tian liberty, would have abridged himfelf of the
ufe, fo as to eat no meat, rather than offend a weak
brother, rather than miflead him to a& againft the
prefent light of his confcience. Upon this prin-
ciple, if I could, without hurt to myfelf, attend
fome public amufements, as a concert or oratorio,
and return from thence with a warm heart to my
clofet (the poflibility of which in my own cafe [
greatly queftion) yet I fhould think it my duty to
forbear, left fome weaker than myfelf fhould be
encouraged by me to make the like experiment,
though in their own minds they might fear it was
wrong, and have no other reafon to think it Jawful
but becgufe I did it: in which cafe T fhould fufpe&
that though I received no harm they would, And
I have known and converfed with fome who I
fear have made fhipwreck of their profeffion ; who
have dated their firft decline from imitating others,
whom they thought wifer and better than themfelves,
in fuch kind of compliances.- And it feems that
an obligation to this fort of felf-denial rifes and is
ftrengthened in proportion to the weight and influ-
ence of our characters, Were I in private life, 1
do not know that I thould think it finful to kill
a partridge or a hare ; but as a Minifter I no meore

1
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dare do it than I dare join in a drunken frolic, be-
caufe I know it would give offence to fome, and be
pleaded for as a licence by others.

There is a duty and a charity likewife which we
owe to the world at large, as well as a faithfulnefs
to God and his grace, in our neceflary converfe
among them. This feems to require, that though
we fhould not be needlefsly fingular, yet for their
inftru&ion, and for the honor of our Lord and
Mafter, we fhould keep up a certain kind of fingu-
larity, and fhew ourfelves called to be a feparated
people. That though the providence of God has
given us callings and relations to fill up (in which
we cannot be too exa) yet we are not of the world,
but belong to another community, and aét from
other principles, by other rules and to other ends
than the generality of thofe about us. I have ob-
ferved that the world will often leave profeffors in
quiet poffeflion of their notions and fentiments and
places of worfhip, provided they will not be too
ftiff in the matter of conformity with their more
general cuftoms and amufements —But I fear many
of them have had their prejudices ftrengthened againft
our holy religion by fuch compliances, and have
thought that if there were fuch joy and comfort to
be found in the ways of God, as they hear from
our pulpits, profeflors would not, in fuch numbers
and fo often, run amongft them to bega relief from
the burden of time hanging upon their hands. As
our Lord Jefus is the great reprefentative of his
people in heaven, he does them the honor to con~
tinue a fucceflion of them as his reprefentatives
upon earth, Happy are they who are favored with

moft
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moit of the holy un&ion, and beft enabled to ma-
nifeft to all around them, by their fpirit, tempers
and converfation, what is the proper defign and
genuine effet of his gofpel upon the hearts of
finners,

In our way of little life in the country, ferious
people often complain of the fnares they meet with
from worldly people, and yet they muft mix with
them to get a livelihood. I advife them, if they
can, to do their bufinefs with the world, as they do
it in the rain, If their bufinefs calls them abroad,
they will not leave it undone for fear of being a
little wet ; but then; when it is done, they prefently
feck fhelter, and will not ftand in the rain for plea«
fure, So providential and neceffary calls of duty,
that lead us into the world, will not hurt us if we
find the fpirit of the world unpleafant, and are glad
to retire from it, and keep out of it as much as our
relative duties will permit. That which is our crofs
is not fo likely to be our fnare; but if that fpirit
which we fhould always watch and pray againtt, in-
fe&ts and aflimilates our minds to itfelf, then we are
fure to fuffer lofs, and a& below the dignity of our
profeffion,

The value of time is likewife to be taken into the
account.—It is a precious talent, and our Chrif-
tian profeflion opens a wide field for the due im-
provement of it. Much of it has been already
loft, and therefore we are exhorted to redeemit. I
think many things which cuftom pleads for will
be excluded from a fuitablenefs to a Chriftian, for
this one reafon, that they are not confiftent with
the fimpleft notion of the redemption of time. It

3
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is generally faid we need relaxation, I allow itina
fenfe ; the Lord himfelf has provided it; and be-
caufe our fpirits are too weak to be always upon the
wing in meditation and prayer, he has appointed
to all men, from the king downwards, fomething to
do in a fecular way. The poor are to labor, the
rich are not exempted from fomething equivalent.
And when every thing of this fort in each perfon’s
fituation is properly attended to, I apprehend, if the
heart be alive and in a right ftate, fpiritual con-
cernments will prefent themfelves, as affording the
nobleft, f{weeteft and moft interefting relaxation
from the cares and bufinefs of life; as, on the other
hand, that bufinefs will be the beft relaxation, and
unbending of the mind from religious exercifes ;
and between the two, perhaps there ought to be
but little mere leifure time. A life in this fenfe,
divided between God and the world, is defirable—
When one part of it is {pent in retirement, feeking
after and converfing with him whom our fouls love,
and the other part of it employed in active fervices
for the good of our family, friends, the church
and fociety, for his fake. Every hour which does
not fall in with one or other of thefe views, I ap-
prehend is loft time.

The day in which we live, feems likewife to call
for fomething of a peculiar {pirit in the Lord’s
people. [t is a day of abounding fin, and I fear
aday of impending judgment. The world, as it
was in the days of Noah and Lot, is fecure. We
are foon to have a day of apparent humiliation,
But the juft caufes for it are not confined to onc

day,
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day, but will fubfift and too probably increafe every
day. If I am not miftaken in the figns of the
times, there never was, within the annals of the
Englith hiftory, a period in which the fpirit and
employment defcribed Eze. ix. 4. could be more
fuitable than the prefent. The Lord calls for
mourning and weeping, but the words of many are
ftout againft him ; new fpecies of diffipation are in-
vented almoft daily, and the language of thofe who
bear the greateft fway in what is called the polite
circle, I mean the interpretative language of their
hearts, is like that of the rebellious Jews, Fer.
xliv. 16, 17, &c. As for the word which thou haft
fpoken, we will not hearken unto thee at all.—In
fhort, things are coming to a point, and it feems
to be almoft putting to the vote whether the Lord
or Baal be God. In this ftate of affairs, methinks,
we cannot be too explicit in avowing our attach-
ment to the Lord, nor too careful in avoiding an
improper correfpondence with thofe who are in con-
federacy againft him. We know not how foon we
may greatly need that mark of providential protec-
tion which is reftrained to thofe who figh and cry
for our abominations. Upon the whole, it appears
to me, that it is more honorable, comfortable and
fafe (if we cannot exactly hit the golden mean)
to be thought by fome too fcrupulous and pre-
cife, than actually to be found too compliant with
thofe things, which, if not abfolutely contrary to a
divine commandment, are hardly compatible with
the genius of the gofpel, or conformable to the
mind that was in Chrift Jefus, which ought alfo
to be in his people. The places and amufements
which the world frequent and admire, where occa-

Vo, L. H fions
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fions and temptations to fin are cultivated, where
the law of what is called good-breeding, is the only
law which may not be violated with impunity,
where {inful paflions are provoked and indulged,
where the fear of God is fo little known or re-
garded, that thofe who do fear him muft hold
their tongues though they fhould hear his name
blafphemed, can hardly be a Chriftian’s voluntary
chofen ground. Yet I fear thefe characters will
apply to every kind of polite amufement or aflembly
in the kingdom,

As to family conne&ions, I cannet think we
are bound to break or flight them. But as belie-
vers and their friends often live as it were in two
elements, there is a mutual awkwardnefs which
makes their interviews rather dry and tedious.—
But upon that account they are lefs frequent than
tliey would otherwife be, which feems an advantage.
Both fides keep up returns of civility and affection,
but as they cannot unite in fentiment and leading
inclination, they will not contrive to be very often
together, except there is fomething confiderable
given up by one or the other. And I think Chrif-
tians ought to be very cautious what conceflions
they make upon this account. But, as [ faid at
the beginning, no general pofitive rules can be
laid down.

I have fimply given your Lordfhip fuch thoughts
as have occurred to me while writing, without
ftudy and without coherence. I dare not be dog-
matical, but I think what I have written is agree-
able both to particular texts and to the general tenor
of fcripture. 1 fubmit it to your judgment.

Nov., = 1776, I am, my Lord, &c.

LET-
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L ETTE®R: XXVI

My Logrnp,

OWE your Lordfhip a quire of letters, for
the favor and pleafure of your late vifit—and
therefore [ muft begin and write away.

I have lately read Robertfon’s Hiftory of Charles
V. which, like moft other hiftories, I confider as
a comment upon thofe paflages of fcripture, which
teach us, the depravity of man, the deceitfulnefs
of the heart, the ruinous effe®s of fin, and the
powerful though fecret ryle of Divine Providence,
moving, diretting, controlling the defigns and
actions of men, with an unerring hand, to the ac-
complithment of his own purpofes, both of mercy
and judgment. Without the clue and the light
which the word of God affords, the hiftory of
mankind, of any, of every age, only prefents to
view a labyrinth ‘and a chaos; a detail of wicked-
nefs and mifery to make us tremble, and a confufed
jumble of interfering incidents, as deftitute of fta-
bility, conneftion or order, as the clouds which
fly over our heads. In this view, Delirant re-
gesy plefluntur Achivi, may ferve as a motto to
all the hiftories I have feen. But with the ferip-
ture key, all is plain, all #s inftru®ive. Then I
fce, verily there is 2 God who governs the earth,
who pours contempt upon princes, takes the wife
in their own craftinefs, over-rules the wrath and
pride of man, to bring his own defigns to pafs;

H 2 and
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and reftrains all that is not neceflary to that end,
blafting the beft concerted enterprizes at one time,
by means apparently flight, and altogether un-
expeed, and at other times producing the moft
important events; from inftruments and circum-
ftances, which are at firft thought too. feeble and
trivial to deferve notice. I fhould like to fee a
writer of Dr. Robertfon’s abilities give us a hiftory
upon this plan, but I think his reflections of this
fort, are too general, too cold and too few ——
'What an empty Phantom, do the great men of the
world purfue—while they wage war with the peace
of mankind, and butcher (in the courfe of their
lives) perhaps hundreds of thoufands, to maintain
the thadow of authority over diftant nations, whom
they can reach with no other influence than that
of oppreffion and devaftation. But when we con-
fider thofe, who are facrificed to their ambition, as
juitly fuffering for their fins, then Heroes and Con-
querors appear in their proper light, and worthy
to be claffed with earthquakes and peftilences, as
inftruments of Divine Vengeance. So many cares,
fo much pains, fo many mifchiefs—merely to fup-
port the idea a worm has formed of his own gran-
deur, is a proof that man by nature is not only
depraved, but infatuated. Permit me to prefent
my thoughts to more advantage in the words of M.
Nicole :
¢ Un Grand dans fon idée n’eft pas un feul
homme ; c’eft un homme environné€ de tous ceux
qui font a lui, & qui s’imagine avoir autant de bras
qu’ils en ont tous enfemble, parce qu’il en difpofe
& quil les remue. Un General d’armée fe re-
prefente
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prefente toujours 3 lui-méme, au milieu de tous fes
foldats. Ainfi chacun tiche d’occuper le plus de
place qu’il peut dans fon imagination, & T’on ne fe
poufle, & ne s’agrandit dans le monde, que pour
augmentir 1’idée que chacun fe forme de foi-méme.
Voila le but de tous les defleins ambitieux des
hommes ! Alexandre & Cefar n’ont pointeu d’autre
viie dans toutes leurs batailles que celle-ld. Et fi
Pon demande pourquoi le Grand Seigneur a fait
depuis peu perir cent mille hommes devant Candie,
on peut repondre furement, que ce n’eft que pour
attacher - encore a cette image interieure qu’il a de
lui-méme, le titre de Conquerant,” *

How awful is the cafe of thofe who live and die
in fuch a fpirit, and who have multiplied miferies
upon their fellow-creatures jn order to fupport and
feed it. Perhaps they may, upon their entrance
on another ftate, be accofted by multitudes, to the
purport of that farcaftical language in the Prophet’s
fublime ode of triumph over the King of Babylen,
Ifa. xiv. 5—17.

Hic eff, quem Fuga, quem Pavor
Preaceflit ? hic, quem terricolis gravem
Strages fecuta eff, Vaftitas que? bic

Attoniti [poliator orbis ?

But though the effe&ts of this principle of felf,
are more extenfive and calamitous, in proportion as
thofe who are governed by it are more elevated ;
the principle itfelf is deep-rooted in every heart,
and is the fpring of every action, till grace infufes

* Effais de Morale, Vol. I,
g3 a new
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a new principle, and felf, like Dagon, falls before
the Lord of Hofts. Great and {mall are but rela-
tive terms, and the paflions of difcontent, pride and
envy, which, in the breaft of a Potentate, are fe-
verely felt by one half of Europe, exert themfelves
with equal ftrength in the heart of a peafant, though
for want of materials and opportunities, their ope-
rations are confined within narrow bounds, We
are fallen into a ftate of grofs idolatry, and felf is
the 1dol we worfhip.

I am, &c.

EIGHT
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DeAr SiR,,

HAVE met with interruptions till now, or
you would have heard from me fooner. My
thoughts have run’much upon the fubjeé of
your laft, becaufe I perceive it has a near connection
with your peace, Your integrity greatly pleafes
me ; far be it from me to thake the principle of your
conduct. Yet, in the application, I think there is

a poffibility of carrying-your exceptions too far.
From the account you give me of your fentiments,
1'cannot but wonder you find it fo difficult to accede
to the Athanafian Creed, when it feems to me you
believe and avow what that creed chiefly fets forth.
The doltrine of the Trinity, fome explication of the
terms being fubjoined, is the Catholic Faith, with=
out the belief of which a man cannot be faved.
T'his damnatory claufe feems-to me proved by Mark
xvi. 16. He that believeth fhall be faved, &c.. The
object of faith muft be truth. The doétrine of the
Deity of Chrift and of the Holy Spirit in union
H 5 with
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with the Father, fo that they are not three Gods
but one God, is not merely a propofition exprefled
in words to which our aflent is required, but is ab-
folutely neceffary to be known, fince without it no
one truth refpeéting falvation can be rightly under-
ftood'; no one promife duly helieved ; no one duty
fpiritually performed. I take it for granted, that
this do&trine muft appear irrational and abfurd in
the eye of reafon, if by reafon we mean the reafon
of man in his fallen flate, before it is corre&ted and
enlightened by an heavenly Teacher. No man can
fay Jefus is Lord, but by the Holy'Ghoft. Ibelicve
with you that a man may be faved who never heard
of the Creed, who never read any book but the New
Teftament, or perhaps a fingle Evangelift; but he
muft be taught of God the things that accompany
falvation, or I do not think bhe can be faved. The
mercies of God in Chriff will not fave any (as I
zpprchcx;d) but according to ‘the method revealed
in his word, that is, thofe whe.are truly partakers.
of faith and holinefs. For as the religion of the
New Teftament afcribes alt power to God, and
confiders all goodn<fs in us as the effe&t of his

communication, we being by nature deftitute of
fpiritual life or light; fe thofe wvhom God himfelf
is plealed to teach, will infallibly atiain the know=
ledge of all that they are concerned to know. This
teaching you are waiting for, and it fhall be; given,
you, yea the Lord, I truft, has begun to teach you
already ; but if you confider youclelf as a learner,
and that it is poffible, under the Spirit’s increafing
illumination, you may hereafter adopt fome things
which at prefent you cannot spprove; I fhould

think
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think it too early, as yet, to prefcribe to yourfelf
rules and determinations for the government of
your future life. Should the will of God appoint
you a new path for fervice, he may, fooner than you
are aware, quiet your mind, and enablé you to fub-
fcribe with as full a perfuafion of mind, as you now
obje&t to fubfcription. If it depended upon me, I
could be coritent that the Creed fhould reft at the
bottom of the fea, rather than embarras a fingle
perfon of your difpofition. Nor.am I a warm ftick-
ler for fubfeription -in itfelf, but fomething of this
kind feems neceflary upon the fuppofition of an
eftablithment.

When I think of an inclofure, fome hedge, wall,
bank, ditch, &c. is of courfe included in my idea;
for who can conceive of an inclofure without a
boundary ! So in a National Church, there muft-
be I apprehend fomething marked out, the appro-
bation or refufal of which will determine who do or-
do not belong toit.. And for this purpofe articles
of: fome kind feem not improper. You think it
would be better to have thefe articles in fcriptural
expreflions. But if it be lawful to endeavor to ex-
clude from our pulpits men who hold fentiments
the moft repugnant to the truth, 1 wifh you to con-
fider, whether this can be in any meafure fecured
by articles in which the fcripture doctrines are not
explained and ftated as well as expreffed. 'T'his.
propofal is ftrenuoufly pleaded for by many in our
day, upon views very different from yours.  The
Socinians, for inftance, would readily fubfcribe a
feriptural declaration of the high priefthood, atone-
ment and interceflion of Chrift, (while they are

H 6 allowed
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allowed to put their own fenfe upon the terms)
though the fenfe they maintain be utterly incon-
fiftent with what thofe who are enlightened by the
Holy Spirit learn from the fame expreflions,

I acknowledge, indeed, that the end is *not
anf{wered by the prefent method ; fince there are'too
many like the perfon you mention, who would eafily
fubfcribe goo articles, rather than baulk his pre-
ferment : yet the profligacy of fome feems to be
no juft reafon why the Church, why any Church,
fhould not be at liberty to define the terms upon
which they will accept members or teachers, or
why confcientious perfons thould object to thefeterms
(if they think them agreeable to the truth) merely
becaufe they are not exprefled in the precife words
of fcripture, If allowance may be made for human
infirmity in the Liturgy, I {ee not why the Articles
may not be intitled to the fame priviledge. For it
feems requifite, that we fhould be as well fatisfied
with the expreflions we ufe with our lips, in frequent
folemn prayer to God, as in what we fubfcribe with
our hands. I am perfuaded that the leaders of the
Affociation at the Feathers Tavern, fome of them
at leaft, though they begin with the affair of fub-
{cription, would not (if they might have their with)
ftop there, but would go on with their projected
reform, till they had overturned the Liturgy alfo,
or at Jeafl weeded it from every expreffion that bears
teftimony to the Deity of the Savior, and the effica-
cious influence of the Holy Spirit. I blefs God that
you are far otherwife minded.

I hope however, though you fhould not think

yourfelf at liberty to repeat your fubfcription, the
Lord
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Lord will make you comfortable and ufeful in
your prefent rank as a Curate. Preferment is not
neceflary either to our peace or ufefulnefs. We
may live and die contentedly, without the honors
and emoluments, which afpiring men thirft after,
if he be pleafed to honor us with a difpenfation to
preach his gofpel, and to crown our endeavours
with a blefling. He that winneth fouls is wife.
Wife in the choice of the higheft end he can pro-
pofe to himfelf in this life, wife in the improve-
ment of the only means, by which this defirable
end can be attained. Wherever we caft our eyes,
the bulk of the people are ignorant, immoral, care-
lefs. They live without God in the world. They
are neither awed by his authority, or affected by his
goodnefs, or enabled to truft to his promifes, or
difpofed to aim at his glory. If perhaps they have
a ferious interval, or fome comparative fobriety of
character, they ground their hopes upon their own
doings, endeavors or purpofes, and treat the inex-
preflible Jove of God revealed in Chrift, and the
gofpel method of falvation by faith- in his name,
with neglect, often with contempt. They have
preachers whom perhaps they hear with fome plea-
fure, becaufe they neither alarm their confciences
by infifting on the fpirituality and fan&ion of the
Divine Law, nor offend their pride by publithing
the humiliating dotrines of that gofpel, which is
the power of God through faith. unto falvation.
‘T'herefore what they do fpeak, they fpeak in vain;
the world grows worfe and worfe under their in-
ftructions,  infidelity and profligacy abound more
and more, for God will own no other do&rine but

what
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what the Apoftle calls the truth as it is in Jefus.
That do&rine which. drives the finner from all his
vain pleas, and points out the Lord Jefus Chrift as
the only ground of hope, the fupreme objett of
defire, as appointed of God, to be wifdom, righte-
oufnefs, fan&ification and redemption, to all who
believe in his name. When minifters themfelves
are convinced of fin, and feel the neceflity of an
Almighty Savior, they prefently account their for-
mer gain but lofs, and determine, with the Apoftle,
to know nothing but Jefus Chrift, and him crucified.
In proportion as they do this,. they are fure to be
wondered at, laughed at, and railed at, if the pro-
vidence of God and the conftitution of their
country fecure them from feverer treatment.— But
they have this invaluable compenfation, that they
no longer fpeak without effect. In a greater or lefs
degree a change takes place in their auditories—
the blind receive their fight, the deaf hear, the
lepers -are cleanfed—finners are turned from dark-
nefs to light, and from the power of Satan to God.
Sinful pra&ices are forfaken, and a new courfe of
life in the converts, evidences that they have not
followed cunningly devifed fables, or taken up with
uncertain, notions, but that God has indeed quick-
ened them by his Spirit, and given them an under-

ftanding to know him that is true. ‘The preachers.
likewife, while they attempt to teach others, are:
taught themfelves. A blefling defcends upon their:

ftudies and labors, upon their perufal of the fcrip-
ture, upon their attention to what paffes within
them and around them. The events of every day
contribute to throw light upon the word of God,

their
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their views of divine truth grow more enlarged,
connefted and comprehenfive. Many difficulties,
which. perplexed them at their firft fetting out,
trouble them no more. 'The God whom they ferve,
and on whom they wait, reveals to them thofe
great things, which, though plainly exprefled in
the letter of the feripture, cannot be underttood
and realized without divine teaching, 1 Cor. ii.
V. g—15. Thus they go on from ftrength to
ftrength, hard things become eafy, and.a divine
light fhines upon their paths. Oppofition from
men perhaps may increafe, they may expe&t to be
reprefented as thofe who turn the world upfide
down. ‘The cry peyarn Apreuas * will be raifed
againft them, the gates of the temple of preferment
will be feldom open to them, but they will have
the unfpeakable confolation of applyin

r

to.- them-
fclves thole lively words. of the Apoftle, ws du=
wELevol, el o' XaipovTes’ ws W'-imxcz, TONNES
d'e w)\srlgcws;‘ ws pand'ey  eyovTES, Xab TaAVTR
RATEYOVTES. t

It 1s the ftrain of evident fincerity which runs
through your letters, that gives me a pleafing con-
fidence the Lord is with you. A difinterefted defire
of knowing the truth, with.a willingnefs to follow
it through all difadvantages,, is a preparation of the
heart which oply God can give. He has dire&ted
you to the right method, fearching the feripture
with prayer. Go on, and may his bleffing attend
you ; you may fee from what [ have written above,
what is the defire of my heart for you. But 1 am

* Great 1s Diana, + 2 Cor. vi. 10.
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not impatient. Follow your heavenly leader, and
in his own time and manner he will make your
way plain. I have travelled the path before you,
I fee what you yet want, I cannotimpart it to you,
but he can and‘I truft he will. It will rejoice my-
foul to be any way afliftant to you, but I am afraid
1 fhould not afford you much, either profit or
fatisfation, by entering upon a dry defence of
Creeds and Articles.

The truths of fcripture are not like mathematical
theorems, which prefent exaltly the fame ideas to:
every perfon who underftands the terms. The word:
of God is compared to a mirror, 2 Cor. iii. 18.
But it is a mirror in which the longer we look the

] more we fee ; the view will be ftill growing upon us,
§ and ftill we fhall fee but in part, while on this fide
eternity, When our Lord pronounced Peter blefled,
declaring he had learnt that which flefh and biood
could not have taught him, yet Peter was at that
time much in the dark. The fufferings and death'
of Jefus, though the only and neceffary means of
his falvation, were an offence to him. But helived
to glory in what he once could not bear to hear of.
Peter had received grace to lovg the Lord Jefus, to
follow him, to venture all, and to forfake all for
him : thefe firft good difpofitions were of God, and
they led to further advances. So it is ftill. By
nature Self rules in the heart; when this idol is
brought low, and we are truly willing to be the
Lord’s, and to apply to him for ftrength and di-
re&ion, that we may ferve him, the good work is
begun ; for it is a truth that holds univerfally and
, without exception, a man can receive nothing ex-
i cept
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cept it be given him from heaven. The Lord firft
finds us when we are thinking of fomething elfe,
Ifaiab 1xv. 1. And then we begin to feck him i
good earneft, and he has promifed to be found of
us, People may, by induftry and natural abilities,
make themfelves maflters of the external evidences
of Chriftianity, and have much to fay for and
againft different fchemes and fyftems of fentiments;
but all this while the heart remains untouched.
‘T'rue religion is not a fcience of the head, {fo much
as an inward and heart-felt perception, which cafts
down imaginations, and every u"lwua that exalteth
itfelf in the mind, and brings every thought into
a fweet and willing fubjection to Chrift by faith.
Here the learned have no real advantage above the
ignorant, both fee when the eyes of the underftand-
ing are enlightened, till then both are equally
blind. And the firft leflon in the fchool of Chrift,
is to become a little child, fitting fimply at his
feet, that we may be made wife unto falvation.

I was not only prevented beginning my letter
fo foon as I wifhed, but have been unufually in-
terrupted fince I began it. Often as foon as I
could well take the pen in hand, I have been called
away to attend company and intervening bufinefs,
Though I perfuade myfelf, after what I have for-
merly faid, you will put a favorable conftruction
upon my delay, yetit has given me fome pain, Ifet
a great value upon your offer of friendfhip, which
I truft will not be interrupted on either fide, by the
freedom with which we mutually exprefs our differ-
ence of fentiments, when we are conftrained to
differ. You pleale me with entrufting me with

the
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the firft rough draught of your thoughts, and you
may cafily perceive by my manner of writing, that
I place equal confidence in your candor. 1 fhall
be glad to exchange letters as often as it fuits us,
without conftraint, ceremony or apology ; and may
he who is always prefent with our hearts make our
. correfpondence ufeful. I pray God to be your
fun and fhield, your light and ftrength, to guide
you with his eye, to comfort you with his gracious
prefence in your own foul, and to make you an
happy inftrument of comforting many.

I am, with great fincerity,

Dear Sir, &c.
Fune 23. 1775,

LET.
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LETFPTER-IK

My peAR Frienp,

Gladly adopt your addrefs, and can aflure you
that the interchange of every letter unites my
heart more clofely to you. I am glad to find that
your views of Articles and Creeds are not likely to
hinder you from going forward in your prefent fi=
tuation ; and if, without contracting your ufefulnefs,
they only prove a bar to your preferment, Iam fure
it will be no grief of mind to you at the hour of
death or the day of judgment, that you were en~
abled to follow the dictates of confcience, in oppo-
fition to all the pleas of cuftom or intereft, Since,
therefore, I have no defire of thaking your refolves,
may we not drop this fubjeét entirely ? For indeed
I act but an aukward part in it, being by no means
myfelf an admirer of Articles and Creeds, or difpofed
to be a warm .advocate for Church Power. The
propriety of our national eftablithment; or of any
other, is what I"have not much to do with ; I found
it as it is, nor have I influence to alter it, were L
willing.  The queftion in which I was concerned,
was f{imply, Whether I, 2ebus fic flantibus, could
fubmit to it, fo as confcientioufly to take a defigna-
tion to the miniftry under it? I thought I could, I
accordingly did, and 1 am thankful that 1 never
have feen caufe to repent it. :
You feem gently to charge me with a want of
candor in what I obferved or apprehended, concern

xng
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ing the Gentlemen of the Feathers Tavern. IfI
miftake not (for I retain no copies of my letters) 1
exprefled myfelf with a double reftriion, by firft
faying the leaders of that fociety, and then adding,
or fome of them at leaft. 1 apprehend your candor
will hardly lead you to fuppofe that there are none
amongft them who would pull down the whole
fabric (that is I mean fo far as it croffes the Socinian
fcheme) if it was left to their choice. I apprehend
I may, without the leaft breach of candor, fuppofe
that the exceptions which Mr. Lindfay has made to
the Liturgy, are not peculiar to himfelf. It feents
plain in his cafe, and from his own writings, that
the mere removal of fubfcriptions, which is the im-
mediate and oftenfible object of the clerical petition,
could not have fatisfied bim. “And it is paft a doubt
with me, that there are others of the clergy like-
minded with him. Indéed T could with to" be
thought candid by you. Though I confefs I am nota
friend to that lukewarmnefs and indifference for truth,
which bears the name of candor among many in
the prefent day. 1 defire to maintain a fpirit of
candor and benevolence to all ‘men, to wifh them
well, to do them every good office in my power,
and to commend what appears to me commendable
in a Socinian, as readily as in a Calvinift. But with
fome people I can only po ufgue ad aras. 1 muft
judge of principles by the word of God, ‘and of the
tree by its fruit. 1 meddle with no ‘man’s final
flate, becaufe I know that he who is exalted to give
repentance and remiffion of fins, can do it whenever
and to whomfoever he is pleafed. Yet 1 firmly be-
licve, and 1 make no fcruple of proclaiming it, that

{wearers,
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{wearers, drunkards, adulterers, continuing fuch, can-
not inherit the kingdom of God. And I look with
no lefs compaffion upon fome perfons whofe cha-
ra&ers in common life may be refpectable, when I
fee them unhappily blinded by their own wifdom,
and while they account themfelves, and are account-
ed by many others mafter-builders in Zion, rejecting
the only foundation upon which a finner’s hope can
be fafely built.

I am far from thinking the Socinians all hypo-
crites, but I think they are all in a moft dangerous
error ; nor do their principles exhibit to my view,
a whit more of the genuine fruits of Chriftianity
than Deifm itfelf. You-fay, ¢¢ If they be fin-
cere, and fail not for want of diligence in fearching,
I cannot help thinking that God will not condemn
them for an inevitable defe¢t in their underftand-
ings.” Indeed, my friend, 1 have fuch a low opi-
nion of man in his depraved ftate, that I believe no
one has real fincerity in religious matters till God
beftows it. And when be makes a perfon fincere
in his defires after truth, he will affuredly guide him
to the pofleffion of it in due time, as our Lord {peaks,
Fobn vi. 44, 45. To fuppofe that any perfons can
fincerely feck the way of falvation, and yet mifs it
through an inevitable defect of their underftandings,
would contradic the plain promifes of the gofpel,
fuch as Matt. vii. 7, 8. Fobn vii. 16, 17. But to
fuppofe that nothing is neceffary to be known, which
fome perfons who_profefs fincerity cannot reccive,
would be in effe&t to make the fcripture a nofe of
wax, and open a wide door for fcepticifm. I am not
a judge of the heart, but I may be fure that who-

ever
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ever makes the foundation ftone a rock of offence,
cannot be fincere in his enquiries, He may ftudy
the {cripture accurately, but he brings his own pre-
conceived fentiments with him, and inftead of fub-
mitting them to the touchftone of truth, he makes
them a rule by which he interprets. That they
who lean to their own underftandings fhould ftumble
and mifcarry I cannot wonder, for the fame God who
has promifed to fill the hungry with good things,
has threatened to fend the rich empty away. So
Matt. xi. 25. Itis not through defe& of under-
ftanding, but a want of fimplicity and humility, that

fo many ftumble like the blind at noon-day, and can -

fee nothing of thofe great truths which are written
in the gofpel as with a fun beam.

You with me to explain myfelf concerning the
doétrine of the Trinity. I will try, yet I know
I cannot, any farther than as he who taught me,
fhall be pleafed to bear witnefs in your heart to
what [ fay. My firft principle in Religion is what
the fcripture teaches me of the utter depravity of
human nature, in connection with the fpirituality
and fan&ion of the law of God. 1 believe we are
by naturc f{inners, by pradlice univerfally tranfgref-
fors ; that we are dead in trefpafles and fins, and
that the bent of our natural fpirit is enmity againft
the holinefs, government and grace of God. Upon
this ground, 1 fee, feel and acknowledge the necef-
fity of fuch a falvation as the gofpel propofes, which
at the fame time that it precludesoafting, and ftains
the pride of all human glery, affords encouragement
to thofe who may be thought, or who may think them=
fclves, the weakeft or the vileft of mankind. I

2 believe
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believe that whatever notions a perfon may take up
from education or fyftem, no one éver did or ever
will feel bimfelf and own himfelf to be fuch a loft,
miferable, hateful finner, unlefs he be powerfully and
fupernaturally convinced by the Spirit of God.—
There is, when God pleafes, a certain light thrown
into the foul, which differs not merely in degree,
but in kind, #st0 genere, from any thing that can be
effeted or produced by moral fuafion or argu-
ment, But (to take in another of your queries)
the Holy Spirit teaches or reveals no new truths
either of doctrine or precept, but only enables us to
underftand what is already revealed in the fcripture.
Here a change takes place, the perfon that was fpi-
ritually blind begins to fee,  The finner’s chara&er,
as defcribed in the word of God, he finds to be a
defcription of himfelf, that he is afar off, a ftranger,
a rebel, that he has hitherto lived in vain. Now he
begins to fee the neceflity of an atonement, an ad-
vocate, a fhepherd, a comforter: he can no more
truft to his own wifdom, ftrength and goodnefs ; but,
accounting all his former gain but lofs, for the ex-
cellency of the knowledge of Chrift, he renounces
every other refuge, and ventures his all upon the
perfon, work and promife of the Redeemer, In this
way, Ifay, he will find the do&rine of the Trinity
not only a propofition, but a principle; that is,
from his own wants and fituation he will have an
abiding conviétion, that the Son and Holy Spirit
are God, and muft be poficfled of the attributes and
powers of Deity, to fupport the offices the fcrip-
tures aflign them, and to deferve the confidence
and worfhip, the f{criptures require to be placed in

them,
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them, and paid to them. Without this awakened
ftate of mind, a Divine, reputed orthodox, will
blunder wretchedly even in defending his own opi-
nions. 1 have feen labored defences of the Trinity,
which have given me net much more fatisfaction,
than I fhould probably receive from a differtation
upon the rainbow, compofed by a man blind from
his birth. In effe&, the knowledge of God can-
not be attained by ftudious difcuffion on our parts;
it muft be by a revelation on-his part, Aatt. xi. 27.
and ch, xvi. 17. A revelation, not objetively of
new truth, but fubjeively of new light in us.
Then he that runs may read. Perhaps you may
not quite underftand my meaning, er not accede
to my fentiment at prefent ; I have little doubt how-
ever but the time is coming when you will. I be-
lieve the Lord God bas given you that fincerity,
which he never difappoints.

Far be it from me to arrogate infallibility to
myfelf, or to any writer or preacher. Yet, bleffed
be God, 1 am not left to float up and down the
uncertain tide of opinion, in thofe points wherein
the peace of my foul is nearly concerned. I know,
yea I infallibly know whom 1 have believed. 1 am
under no more doubt about the way of falvation
than of the way to London. I eannot be deceived,
becaufe the word of God cannot deceiveme. It is
impoflible however for me to give you or any
perfon full fatisfaction concerning my evidence, be-~
caufe it is of an experimental nature. Rev. ii. 17.
In general, it arifes from the views I have received
of the power, compaffion and grace of Jefus, and
a confcioufnefs, that I, from a conviction of my fin

2 and
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and mifery, have fled to him for refuge, entrufted
and devoted myfelf and my all to him. Since my
mind has been enlightened, every thing within me,
and every thing around me, confirms and explains
to me what I read in feripture ; and though I have
reafon enough to diftruft my own judgment every
hour, yet' T have no reafon to queftion the great
effentials, which the Lord himfelf hath taught me.

Befides 2 long letter, 1 fend you a great book.
A part of it (for I do not tafk you to read the
whole) may perhaps explain my meaning better
than I have leifure to do myfelf. I fet a high value
upon this book of Mr, Halyburton’s, fo that unlefs
I could replace it with another, I know not if I
would part with it for its weight in gold. The
firft and longeft treatife is, in my judgment, a mafter-
piece. But I would chiefly with you to perufe
the Effay concerning Faith, towards the clofe of
the book. I need not beg you to read it carefully,
and to read it all. The importance of the fubje&t,
its immediate conne&ion with your enquiries, and
the accuracy of the reafoning, will render the
motive of my requeft unneceflary. 1 cannot ftile
him a very elegant writer, and being a Scotfman,
he abounds with the Scottith idiom. But you will
prefer truth to ornament. 1 long to hear your opi-
nion of it. It feems to me, fo adapted to fome
things that have pafled between us, as if written on
purpofe,

The Enquiry concerning Regeneration and Jufti-
fication,. which ftands laft in the book, I d
defire or even wifh you to re
fhould, and then think that

Vou, I, I

0 not
ad. But if you
you have read a fpecu-
lation
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lation more curious than ufeful, I fhall not con-
tradi& you. I think it muft appear to you in that
light—Dbut it was bound up with the reft, and there-
fore could not ftay behind ; but I hope the Effay
on Faith will pleafe you.

I take great pleafure in your correfpondence, 4till
more in the thought of your friendthip, which I
hope to cultivate to the utmoft, and to approve
myfelf, fincerely and affeCtionately yours.

Juby 14, 1775,

LET-
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LET TR R L
My peEArR FRIEND,

EXT week I goto London, where T pur-

pofe (if nothing unforefeen prevents) to ftay
amonth. Many things, which muft neceflarily be
attended to before my departure, abridge me of that
leifure which I could with to employ in anfwering
your laft. However 1 will fpare you what I can,
I thank you for yours.  Your objettions ‘neither
difpleafe nor weary me.——While truth is the object
of your enquiry, the more freedom you ufe with
me the better. Nor do they furprife me, for I
have formerly made the like objeltions myfelf. 1
have ftood upon your ground, and 1 continue to
hope you will ene day ftand upon mire. As I have
told you more than once I do not mean to ditate
to you, or to wilh you to receive any thing upon.my
ipfe dixit, but in the fimplicity of. friendfhip, I
will give you my thoughts from time to time upon
the points you propofe, and leave the event to the
divine blefling.

I am glad you do not account the Socinians maf-
ter-builders. However they eftcem themfelves fo, and
are fo efteemed, not only by a few (as you think)
but by many. 1 fear Socinianifm fpreads rapidly
amongft us, and bids fair to be the prevailing fcheme
in this land, efpecially with thefe who profefs to be
the thinking part. 'The term Arminian, as at pre-
fent applied, is very indifcriminate, and takes in a
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great variety of perfons and fentiments, amongft
whom, [ believe, there are many who hold the
fundamental truths of the gofpel, and live a life of
faith in the Son of God. I am far from fuppofing
that God will guide every fincere perfon exaltly to
adopt @/l my fentiments. But there are fome fen-
timents which I believe eflential to the very ftate
and chara&er of a true Chriftian—And thefe make
him a Chriftian, not merely by being his acknow-
ledged fentiments, but by a certain peculiar manner
in which he poflefles them. There is a certain
important change takes place in the heart, by the
operation of the Spirit of God, before the foundeit
and moft orthodox fentiments can have their proper
influence upon us. This work, or change, the
fcripture defcribes by various names, each of which
is defigned to teach us the marvellous effets it
produces; and the almighty power by which it is
produced. It is fometimes called a new-birth, Fobn
iii.; 3. Sometimes a new-creature or new creation,
as 2 Cor.v. 17. Sometimes the caufing light to
{hine out of darknefs, 2 Cor.iv. 6. Sometimes the
opening the eyes of the blind, Aéts xxvi. 18,
Sometimes the raifing the dead to life, Ephef. ii. 5.
Till a perfon has experienced this change, he will
be at a lofs to form aright conception of _it. But
it means, not being profelyted to an opinion, but
receiving a principle of divine life and light in the
foul. And till this is reccived, the things of God,
the truths of the gofpel cannot be rightly difcerned
or underftood by the utmoft powers of fallen man,
who with all his wifdom, reafon and talents, s {till
but what thie.Apoftle calls the natural man, till the

2 power




THE REV. MR! Se———. 173

power of God vifits his heart, ¥ Cor.ii. 14, "T'his
work is fometimes wrought fuddenly, as in the cafe
of Lydia, Als xvi. 14. At other times very”gra-
dually. A perfon who before was a ftranger even
to the form of godlinefs, or atbeft content with a
mere form—finds new thoughts arifing in his mind,
feels fome concern about his fins, fome defire to
pleafe God, fome fufpicions that all is not right.—
He examines his views of religion, ‘hopes the beit
of them, and yet cannot reft fatisfied in them. To-
day, ‘perhaps, he thinks himfelf fixed ; to-morrow
he will be all uncertainty. He enquires of others,
weighs, meafures, confiders, meets with fentiments
which he had not attended to, thinks them plau-
fible, but is prefently fhocked with objeétions or
fuppofed confequences, which he finds himfelf un-
able to remove. As he goes on in his enquiry, his
difficulties increafe. New doubts arife in his mind,
even the fcriptures perplex him, and appear to affert
contrary things. He would found the depths of
truth by the plummet of his reafon, but he finds
his line is too fhort. Yet even now the man is
under a guidance, which will at length lead him
right.  The importance of the fubject takes up his
thoughts, and takes off the relith he once had for
the things of the world. He reads, he prays, he
ftrives, he refolves; fometimes inward embarafl-
ments and outward temrptations bring him to his
wit’s-end. He almoft wifhes to ftand where he is,
and enquire no more. But he cannot {top—At
length he begins to fee/ the inward d;prwity,AWhich
he had before owned as an opinion; a fenfe of
fin and guilt cut him out new. work, Here rea-

I3 foning
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foning will ftand him in no ftead. This is a painfu}
il change of mind, but it prepares the way for a
| blefling. It filences fome objections better than a
i thoufand arguments, it cuts the comb of his own
i wildom and attainments, it makes him weary of
it working for life, and teaches him, in God’s due '
time, the meaning of that text, To him that work=
eth not, but belicveth in him who juftifieth the un-
godly, his faith is counted for righteoufnefs. Then
he learns, that fcriptural faith is a very different
thing from a rational affent to the gofpel—that it is
the immediate gift of God, Ephef. ii. 8. The
operation of God, Col. ii. 12. That Chrift is not
only the objeét, but the author and finitber of faith,
Heb. xii. 2. And that faith is not fo properly a 3
part of that obedience we ewe to God, as an inefti- ]
mable benefit we receive from bim for Chrift’s fake, (’
Phil. i. 2g. which is the medium of our juftifi- ;
cation, Rom. v. 1. and the principle by which we
are united to Chrift (as the branch to the vine)
Fobn xvii, 21, 1 am well aware of the pains taken
to put a different fenfe upon thefe and other feem-
ingly myfterious paflages of fcripture. But thus
far we fpeak that which we know, and teftify that
which we have feen. 1 have defcribed a path in
which I have known many led, and in which I have
walked myfelf.

The gofpel, my dear fir, is a falvation appointed
for thofe who are ready to perifth, and is not de-
ficned to put them in a way to fave themfelves
by their own works. It fpeaks to us as condemned
already, and calls upon us to believe in a crucified
Savior, that we may receive redemption through

bis
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his blood, even the forgivenefs of our fins. And
the Spirit of God, by the gofpel, firft convinces us
of unbelief, fin and mifery, and then by revealing
the things of Jefus to our minds, enables us, as
helplefs finners, to come to Chrift, to receive him,

to behold him, or in other words to believe in him,

and expe pardon, life and grace from bhim; re-
nouncing every hope and aim in which we once
refted, and accounting all things lofs and dung for
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift, Fobz
vi. 35. Ifa. xlv. 22. with Fobn vi. 40. Col. ii. 6.
In fome of Omicron’s letters you will find my
thouglits more at large upon thefe fubjects, than I
have now time to write them. For a farther il-
luftration I refer you to the MSS. fent herewith.
The firft part, written in fhort-hand, does not fo
immediately concern our prefent point as the fecond,
which you may read without a key. It relates to a
matter of indifputable fa&t, concerning a perfon with
whom (as you will perceive) 1 was well acquainted.
You may depend upon the truth of every tittle.
I intruft it to youin the confidence of friendfhip,
and beg that it may not go out of your hands, and
that when you have perufed it, you would return it,
fealed up, by a fafe conveyance to my houfe. You
will fee in it the fentiments of a man of great learn-
ing, found reafening, an amiable and irreproach-
able charalter, and how little he accounted of all
thefe advantages, when the Lord was pleafed to en-
lighten his mind.

Though we have not exaltly the fame view of
human depravity, yet as we both agree to take our
meafure of it from the word of God, I truff we

14 fhall
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fhall not always differ about it. Adam was created in
the image of God, in righteoufnefs and true holinefs,,
Ephef. iv. 24. ‘This moral image, L believe, was
totally loft by fin. In that fenfe he died the day,
the moment he eat the forbidden fruit. God was no
longer his joy and delight, he was averfe from the
thoughts of his prefence, and would (if poflible)
have hid himfelf from him. His natural powers,
though doubtlefs impaired, were not deftroyed.
Man by nature is {tll capable of great things. His
underftanding, reafon, memory, imagination, &c,
fufficiently proclaim that the hand that made him
is divine. He is, as Milton fays of Beelzebub,
majeftic though in ruins. He can reafon, invent,
and by application attain a confiderable knowledge
in natural things, The exertions of human genius,
as fpecified in the chara&ers of fome philofophers,
poets, orators, &c. are wonderful. But man can-
not know, love, truft or ferve his Maker, unlefs he
be renewed in the fpirit of his mind. God has pre-
ferved in him likewife fome feclings of benevolence,
pity, fome fenfe of natural jultice and truth, &c.

without which there could be no fociety ; but thefe

I apprehend are little more than inftinéts, by which
the world is kept in fome finall degree of order ;
but being under the diretion of pride and felf,
do not deferve the name of virtue and goodnefs,
becaufe the exercife of them does not {pring from a
principle of love to God, nor is directed to his
glory, or regulated by the rule of his word, till a
principle of grace .is fuperadded. You think, I
will not fay, ¢ that God judicially in punifhment
of onc man’s fin, added thefe corruptions to all his

pofterity,”
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pofterity.”” Let us fuppofe, that the punifhment
annexed to eating the forbidden fruit, had been'the
lofs of Adam’s rational powers, and that he fhould
be degraded to the ftate and capacity of a brute.
In this condition, had he begotten children after
the fall in his own likenefs, his nature being pre-
vioufly changed, they muft have been of courfe brutes
like himfe!f ; for he could not convey to them thofe
original powers which he had loft. Will this il-
luftrate my meaning ? Sin did not deprive him .of
rationality but of fpirituality. His nature became
earthly, fenfual, yea devilith ; and this fallen nature,
this carnal mind, which is enmity againlt God,
which is not fubjeét to his law, neither indeed can
be, «Rom. viii. 7.- we univerfally derive from him.
Look upon children, they prefently fhew themfclves
averfe from good, but exceedingly propenfe to evil.
This they can learn even without a mafter, but ‘ten
thoufand inftrutors and inftrutions cannot ‘inftil
good into them, fo as to ‘teach them to love their
Creator, unlefs a divine power co-operates.  Juft as
it is with the earth, which produces weeds fpon-
tancoufly 3 but if you only fee a cabbzige or an
apple-tree, . you are fure it was plahtéd”“or fown
there, and did not {pring from the foil. I know
many ~hard queftions may’ be flarted upon this
fubje&t, but the Lord in due time will clear his own
caufe, and vindicate his own ways. I leave all
difficulties with him. It is fufficient for me that
fcripture afferts and experience proves that it is thus
in fact, Rom. iii. g—21. Fob xiv. 4. Thus we
bave not only forfeited our happinefs by tranfgrefl-
fion, but are by our depravity incapable of it, and

Igs have
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have no more defire or tafte for fuch a ftate as the
fcripture deferibes heaven to be, than a man born

deaf can have for a concert of mufic. And there-

fore our Lord declares, that except a man be born ‘
again, he not only /all not, but cannst fee the king- :
dom of God. Hence a two-fold neceflity of a Sa-
vior—his blood for the pardon of our fins—his life,
{pirit and grace to quicken our fouls, and form us
anew for himfelf, that we may feel his love and fhew
forth his praife.

St. Paul, before his converfion, was not fincere
in the fenfe I hope you to be : he thought himfelf
in the right, without doubt, as many have done
when they killed God’s fervants, Fohn xvi. 2.. He
was blindly and obftinately zealous : I think he did
not enter into the merits of the caufe, or enquire
into fa&s with that attention which fincerity would i
have put him upon. You think that his fincerity
and zeal were the very things that made him a
chofen inftrument ; he himfelf fpeaks of them as 5
the very things that made him peculiarly unworthy ‘
of that henor, 1 Cor. xv.q. And he tells us that
he was fet forth as a pattern of the Lord’s long-
fuffering and mercy, that the very chief of finners
might be encouraged, 1 Zim. i. 15, 16. Had he
been fincerely defirous to know whether Jefus was
the Mefiiah, there .-was enough in his charaler,
doétrines, miracles, and the prophecies concern-
ing him, to have cleared up the point. But he w
took it for granted he was right in his opinion,
and hurried blindly on, and was (as he faid him-
felf ) exceedingly mad againft them. Such a kind
of fincerity is common enoughs People believe .

themfelves
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themfelves right, and therefore treat others with
fcorn or rage; appeal to the fcriptures, but firft
lay down cheir own pre-conceived fentiments for
truths, and then examine what fcriptures they can
find to countenance them. Surely a perfon’s think-
ing himfelf right, will not give a fan&ion to all that
he does under that perfuafion.

Ignorance and obftinacy are in themfelves finful,
and no plea of fincerity will exempt from the danger
of being under their influence, I/a. xxvil. 11. Luke
vi. 39. It appears to me, that though you will
not_follow any man implicitly, you are defirous
of difcovering your miftakes, fuppofing you are
miftaken in any point of importance. You read and
examine the word of ‘God, not to find arms where-
with to defend your fentiments at all events, but to>
know whether they are defenfible or not. You
pray for God’s light and teaching, and in this fearch
you are willing to rifque what men are cémmonly
much afraid of hazarding—chara&er, intereft, pre-
ferment, fdvor, &c. A fincerity of this kind I too
feldom meet with'; when I do I account it a token
for good, and am ready to fay, *“ No man can do
this, except God be with him.”” However, fincerity
is not converfion. But I believe it is always a fore-
runner of it

I would not be uncharitable’and cenforious, hafty
and peremptory in judging my fellow-creatures.
But if I acknowledge the word of God, I cannot
avoid forming my judgment upon it. It is true, I
cannot look into people’s hearts ; but hearts and
principles are delineated to my hand in the fcrip-
ture. I read that no murderer has eternal life in

16 bim ;
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him ; I read, likewife, if any man love not the Lord
Jefus Chrift, let him be anathema—And therefore
I conclude, that there are fpeculative errors as
heinous in their guilt, as deftrutive in their effects
as murder; and that the moft moral regular man,
as to focial life, if he loves not the Lord Jefus
Chrift, isin the fight of God, the Judge of all, as
difpleafing as a murderer. It has pleafed God, for
the peace and fupport of fociety, to put a black
mark upon thofe fins which affet the peace and
welfare of our neighbor, fuch as adultery and
murder. But undoubtedly the fins committed im-
mediately againft himfelf, muft be more heinous
than any which offend our fellow-creatures, The
fecond commandment, Matt. xxii. 39. is like the
firft, but it depends upon it, and is therefore in-
ferior to it~—Men ordinarily judge otherwife. T'o
live regardlefs of God and the gofpel, is looked
upon as a peccadillo in comparifon with offences
againft fociety. But fooner or later it will appear
otherwife to all. A parcel of robbers may pique
themfelves upon the juftice, honor and truth they
obferve towards one another ; but becaufe they fet
up a petty intereft, which is inconfiftent with the
public good, they are defervedly accounted vil-
lains and treated as fuch, notwithftanding their petty
morality among themfelves. Now fuch a company
of robbers bears a much: greater proportion to a
whole natien, than a nation or all the nations of
the earth bears to the great Gad,. Our dependange
upon him is abfolute, our obligations to him infi-
nite. In vain fhall men plead their moral difcharge
of relative duties to_each other, if they fail in the

unfpeakable
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unfpeakable greater relation, under which they
ftand to God. And therefore, when 1 fee peo-
ple living without God in the werld, as all do
till they are converted; I cannot but judge them
in a dangerous ftate—not becaufe I take pleafure
in cenfuring, or think myfelf authorized to pafs
fentence upon my fellow-creature, but becaufe the
feripture decides exprefsly on the cafe, and I am
bound to take my fentiments from thence.

The jailor was certainly a Chriftian when bap-
tized, as you obferve. He trembled; he cried
out, What muft I do to be faved? Paul did
not bid him amend his life, but believe in the
Lord Jefus—He believed and rejoiced. But the
Lord blefled the Apoftle’s words to produce in him
that faving faith, which filled him with joy and
peace. It was, as I obferved before, fomething
more than an aflent- to the propofition that Jefus
is the Chrift ; a refting in him for fbrgivenefs and
acceptance, and a cleaving to him in love. No
other faith will purify the heart, work by love and
overcome the world.

I need not have pleaded want of leifure as an
excufe for a fhort letter, for I have written a long
one. I feel myfelf much intercfted in your con-
cerns——And your unexpeéted frank “application
to me (though you well know the light in which
I appear to fome people) I confider as a provi-
dential call, which binds me to your fervice, I
hope our correfpondence will be productive of
happy effe€ts, and that we fhall both one day re-
joice in it, I am, Dear Sir,

Aug. 13,3775, Your fincere friend and fervant.

I E T-
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LETTER  IV..

My: pEAR FRIEND,

Begin to fear I fhall fall under a-fufpicion of
U unkindnefs and forgetfulnefs towards you—and
therefore, I am willing to write a-line by way of
prevention; though I have not leifure to attempt
any think like an anfwer to the letter you put into
my hand, the evening before I left O- Muft
therefore content myfelf with a tender of affection
and refpe&t, and an enquiry after your welfare.
Your letter will give me an opportunity of faying
fomething farther when time fhall admit. Butan
endeavor to anfwer all the objections, that'may be
ftarted between us, in a way of reafoning, would
require a volume, and would likewife interfere with’
the leading principle, upon which™ my hope of giv-
ing you fatisfa&ion in due time is grounded. You
feem to expect that 7 fhould remove your difficui-
ties, but it is my part only to throw in a word oc-
cafionally, as a witnefs of what the Lord has been
pleafed to teach me from the fcriptures, and to
wait for the reft, till he, (who alone is able) fhall
be pleafed to communicate the fame views to you
—For till we fee and judge by the fame medium,
and are agreed in the fundamental point, that faith".
is not the effe& of reafoning, buta fpecial gift of
God, which he beftows when, and to whom he
pleafes, it will not be poffible for me to convince:
you by dint of argument. I believe, as I have ob-
2 ferved..
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ferved before, that he has already given you a dcfire
to know his will, and therefore I truft he will not
difappoint your fearch. At prefent I think you
want one thing, which it is not in my power to
impart. I mean fuch a fenfe of the depravity of
human nature, and the ftate of all mankind con-
fidered as finners, as may make you feel-the utter
impoflibility of attaining to the peace and hope of
the gofpel, in any other way, than by renouncing
all hope of fucceeding by any endeavors of your
own, farther than by humbly waiting at the throne
of grace, for power to cait yourfelf, without terms
and conditions, upon him who is able to fave to
the uttermoft. We mutft feel ourfelves fick, before
we can duly prize the great phyfician, and feel a
fentence of death in ourfelves, before we can ef-
fetually truft in God who raifeth the dead.
I have not brought your fermons with me, for
I thought I fhould not have time to read them at-
tentively, whilein this hurrying place. I purpofe
to confider them with care, and to give you my
thoughts with franknefs, when I return. How-
ever, if they are upon the plan intimated in your
letter, I will venture to fay one thing beforehand,.
that they will not anfwer your defired end. Iam
perfuaded you with to be ufeful—to reclaim finners
from their evil ways, to infpire them with a love to
God, and a fincere aim to walk in obedience to his
will. May I not venture to appeal to yourfelf,
that you meet with little fuccefs? That the people
to whom you preach, though they perhaps give
you a patient hearing, yet remain as they were,
unchanged and unholy. It muft be fo——there is
but

3 83
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but one fort:of preaching, which God blefles to
thefe purpofes—that which makes all the world
guilty before God, and fets forth Jefus Chrift, (as
the brazen ferpent was propofed by Mofes) that
guilty and condemned finners, by looking to him
and believing on his name, may be healed and faved.
The moft prefling exhortations to repentance and:
amendment of life, unlefs they are enforced in a
certain way, which only God can teach, will leave
our hearers much as they find them.. When we
meet, or when I have leifure to write from home,.
I will trouble you with my thoughts more at large.
Till then, permit me to aflure you of my fincere
regard and beft withes, and that I am,

Dear Sir,

Your affe&ionate friend, &c,

Sept. 6, 1775,
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My pear Friexp,

HE calls and engagements, which I told you

engrofled and anticipated my time, when I
wrote laft, have continued without any intermiffion
hitherto, and I am ftill far behind-hand with my
bufinefs. I am willing to hope, that the cafe has
been much the fame with you, and that want of
leifure has been the only caufe of my not having
been pleafured with fo much as a note from you,
fince my return from London.

I am loath, for my own fake, to charge your
filence, to any unwillingnefs of continuing that
intercourfe which I have been, and ftill find myfelf,
defirous to improve on my parrt.  For though we
are not agreed in our views, .yet while our preli-
mirary agreement, to allow mutual freedom, and
to exercife mutual candor, in exprefling our fenti-
ments, fubfifts, we may amd I hope fhall be glad
to hear from each other. It may feem to intimate
I have a better opinion of myfelf, than of you,
that while I feem confident your freedom will not
offend me; I feel now and then a fear, left mine
thould prove difpleafing to you. But friendfhip is
a little fufpicious when exercifed with long filence,
and a plain declaration of my fentiments has more
than once put amiable and refpectable perfons to
the full trial of their patience.

I now
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I now return your Sermons ; I thank you for the
perufal; I fee much in them that I approve, and
nothing in them but what L formerly efpoufed. But
in a courfe of years, a confiderable alteration has
taken place in my judgment and experience. I
hope, yea, I may boldly fay, I am fure, not for
the worfe, Then I was feeking, and now through
mercy I have found, the pearl of great price. It
is both' the prayer and the-hope of my heart, that
a day is coming when your thall make the fame ac-
knowledgment ; from your  Letters and Sermons, I
am encouraged to addrefs “you" in our Lord’s words,
“ Thout art not far from the kingdom of God.” 1 am
perfuaded the views you.have received, will not
fuffer you to remain where you are. But fidelity
obliges me to add, ““ Xet ome thing thou lackefd.”
¢ That one thing” 1 truft the Lord will both fhew
you, and beftow upon you, in his due time.” You
fpeak fomewhere of ¢ Atoming for difobedience by re-
pentance.’—Ah, my dear Sir, when we are brought
to eftimate our difobedience, by comparing it with
fuch a fenfe of the majefty, holinefs and authority
of God, and the fpirituality, extent and fan&ion of
his holy law; as he and he only can imprefs upon
the heart of a finner, we fhall be convinced that
nothing but the blood of the Son of God can atone
for the fmalleft inftance of difobedience.

I intimated in my Letter from London, one de-
fect of your fcheme, which will probably be the
firft to engage your notice. I am fure you have a
defire to be ufeful to the fouls of men, to be an
inftrument of reclaiming them from that courfe of
open wickednefs, or lifelefs formality, in which you

fee
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fee them enflaved ; and in a word, to prevail with
them, to live foberly, righteoufly and godly, ac-
cording to the juft and comprehenfive fenfe you
have given of thofe words, in your Sermon on
Tit. ii. 11, 12. Now inward experience, and 2
pretty extenfive obfervation of what pafles abroad,
have fo perfeétly convinced me there is but one
mode of preaching, which the Holy. Spirit owns to
the producing thefe effelts; that I am not afraid
to pronounce confidently, you will. not have the
defires. of your heart gratified upon yous prefent
plan ; the people will give you a hearing and remain
juit as they are, till the Lord leads you to fpeak to
them as criminals condemned already, and whofe
firft effential ftep it is to feek forgivenefs by the
blood of Jefus, and a change of heart and ftate,
by his grace, before they can bring forth any fruit
acceptable to God.

As I have little time for writing, and little hope
of fucceeding in a way of argumentation, I have
fubftituted, inftead of a longer letter, the heads of
fome Sermons I preached nine or ten years ago, on
our Lord’s difcourfe with Nicodemus. However,
when I have heard that you are well, and that you
are ftill difpofed to correfpond with me, I fhall be
ready to give a more particular anfwer to. the fub-
je&ts you pointed out to me; in the Letter you
favored me with the day before I left London. I
pray God to blefs you in all your ways, and beg
you to believe, that I am, with fincerity, &c.

Oltober 23, 1775

LET-
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My praR Frienp,

T never entered my pericranium, that you €x-

pected 1 fhould fully and directly anfwer your
Letter, while I was in London, and yet you rea-
fonably might, as you knew nothing of my engage-
ments; but indeed it was impraéticable, I could
only fend you a hafty line, as a token that I “re-
membered you; I informed you when I returned
that | was juft going out again ; fince I came home
the fecond time,. I have been engrofled by things
that would admit. of: no delay, and at length, not
having fo much as a note from you, I thought I
would wait till I heard farther. But from firft to
laft it was my intention, and I think my promife,
to anfwer in the manner you propofed, as foon as
Lcould. And even now I muft beg a little longer
time.—Believe me, that as the wife and good pro=-
vidence of God brought us together, without any
expectation of mine, I will do all in my power to
preicrve the connection, and particularly by giving
my thoughts on {uch queftions as you propofe.
And though to confider your queftions in the
manner you with, and to point out the agreement
of detached texts (as they occur) with my views,
feems in profpeé to require a volume rather than a
theet, yet 1 am not difcouraged ; only I beg you to
make allowances for other things, and to be affured
’ that
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that before 1 had the pleafure of correfponding with
you, I had very little fpare time. Expect then
the beft fatisfation 1 am able to give you, as foon
as poffible. 'To prepare the way I will try hard
for a little leifure, to give you a few thoughts upon
yours, which came laft night.

You complain, that I have hitherto difappointed
your expe&ations—If you have preferved my firft
papers, I believe you will find, that I apprifed you
this might -probably be the event, and certainly
muft, unlefs it fhould pleafe God to make what
I fhould write a means of giving you the fame
views with myfelf. I only propofed as a witnefs,
to bear a fimple teftimony to what I had feen and
known, So faras you believed me fincere and un-
willing to impofe upon you, I thought you might
admit, there was perhaps fome weight in what I
advanced, though for the prefent you could not
fee things in the fame light, ~And if you allowed
a poflibility, that my changing the fentiments
which I once held in common with yourfelf, might
be apon fufficient grounds; you would, as I truft
you do, wait upon the great Teacher for his in-
ftrution, otherwife I did not expect to convince
you, nor do I yet, only I am glad to put myfelf
in his hands as an inftrument.

You quite mifunderftood what I fpoke of the
light and influence of the Spirit of God. Hereveals
to me no new truths, but has only thewn me the
meaning of his own written word ; nor is this light
a particular revelation, it is common to all who are
born again, And thus though you and I cannot

fully
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fully agree about it, yet I almoft daily meet with
perfons from the Eaft, Weft, North and South,
whom, though I never faw them before, I find we
underftand each other at once. This (as you bid
me be explicitj is the one thing which I think you
at prefent lack. And I limited my expreflion #o one
thing, becaufe it is our Lord’s expreflion, and be;
caufe that one thing includes many. As 1 faid be-
fore, 1 cannot give it you, but the Lord can; and
from the defire he has raifed in your heart, T have
a warm hope that he will. You place the whole
ftrefs of your enquiries wpon reafon; I am far
from difcarding reafon, when it is enlightened and
fan&tified, but fpiritual things muft be [piritually dif-
cerned, and can be received and difcerned no other
way, for to our natural reafon they are foolithnefs.
1 Cor. il. 14, 15. ZMatt, xi. 25. This certain
fomething, I can no more defcribe to thofe who
have not experienced it, than I could defcribe the
tafte of a Pine Apple to a perfon who had never
feen one. But fcriptural proofs might be adduced
in abundance, yet not fo as to give a folid convic-
tion of it, ’till we altually experience it. Thus it
was with my friend—whofe cafe I fent you. When
God gave him the key (as he exprefled it) then the
feriptures were unlocked. His withing himfelf a
Deift fome time before, was not from any libertine
exceptions he made to the precepts of the gofpel—
but from the perplexing embarraflments he had
found, by endeavouring to underftand the doétrines,
by dint of reafon, though reafon in him was as
ftrong and penetrating, as in moft men I ever met

with.
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with. Upon your prefent plan, how can I hope
to fatisfy you, though even St. Paul aflerts it, that
the .carnal mind is enmity againft God ; you will
readily agree with me to the propofition as it
ftands in St. Paul’s words, but I think will not fo
readily affent to what I have no more doubt than
of my own exiftence, is the fenfe of it. 'That
the heart of man, of any man, every man, however
apparently amiable in his outward condu&t, how-
ever benevclent to his fellow-creatures, however
abundant and zealous in his devotions, is by nature
enmity againft God. Not indeed againft the
idea he himfelf forms of God, but againft the
chara&ter which God has revealed of himfelf in
the fcripture. Man is an enemy to the juftice,
fovereignty and law of God, and to the alone me-
thod of falvation he has appointed in the gofpel by
faith only ; by fuch a faith, as it is no more in his
power to contribute to the produion of in him-
felf, than he can contribute to raifing the dead,
or making a world. Whatever is of the fleth is
fleth, and can rife no higher than its principle;
but the Lord could convince you of this by a
glance of thought.

But I muft break off for want both of room
and time. Let me remind you of our agreement,
to ufe and to allow the greateft freedom, and not
to be offended with what is meant well on either
fide. Something in your laft letter made me ap-
prehenfive you were a little difpleafed with me. He
that knows my heart, knows that I wifh you well as
my own foul,

The
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The expreflion of atoning for difobedience by
repentance, was in one of your fermons. I
confidered it as wnguarded; but on my view of
things, it were in a manner impoffible I could ufe
that expreffion, though perhaps too often unguarded
myfelf.

I am fincerely your’s,

Ofiober 28,

LET-
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LB -F i8RV,

My pear FRrIEND,

. 1 - 273 i
T length I take up your favor of Auguft 14,
with ‘defizn ‘to give a more explicit an«
fwer. " My delaying hitherto has been unavoidable 3
I'am fo.‘v fo have your patxcncc put to fo long a
trial,. and fhould be more forry, but that I confider
that in my farmer papers, fermons, Omicron’s
letters, &c. you already poflefs the whole (in fub.
> y S
ftance) of what I have to offer. - My prefent part
is but aéfum agere, to'repeat what I have elfewhere
exprefled, only with fome varicty and enlas

—You vyourfelf well ftate the fituation of our
debate when you fay, ¢ Nor in truth do you offer
any arguments to convince me, nor does it feem very
confiftent on your gro unds fo to do. And if this ima
portant change s to be breught about by the in-
tervention of fome C‘tnoxdnmrv impu ilfe of the
Holy Spirit, and cannet be bxuurrht about"without
it, I do not fee any thing farther that T Haw to do

than to keep my mind as much unbiaffed as I can,
and to wait and pray for it.” I think my letter

from-London was to the purport of thefe your own
words, though you feemed diffatisfied tWith it.—
While we fee through a different medium, it will
be eafy for you to anfwer every text I might ad-
duce in fupport of my fentiments, as you have
thofe I have already brought, ¢ That you un-

,

derftand them otherwife,” In order to fupport my
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fenfe of one text, I fhould perhaps quote and argue
from twenty more, and ftill ¢ You would under-
ftand them otherwife.” The life of man, yea, of
Methufelahy, would hardly fuffice to prove, object
and defend all that might be alledged on both fides
in this way ; and at laft we fhould leave off as we
began, more fully confirmed in our own opinions,
unlefs the Lord, by his Holy Spirit, fhould be
pleafed to fhew the perfon who maintained the
wrong fide of the argument where his miftake lay.
However, I mean to take fome notice of your querics
as they offer themfelves. .

The firft which occurs is complicated—The
fubftance I think is, whether fuch belief and aims
as you poflefs, will ftand you in no ftead unlefs
you likewife believe grace irrefiftible, predeftination
abfolute, faith in fupernatural impulfes, &c. ! You
may have obferved, I have feveral times waved
fpeaking about predeflination or election, not that
1 am afthamed of the dotrine ; becaufe if it be in-
deed abfurd, fhocking and unjuft, the blame will
not defervedly fall upon me, for I did not invent
it, butsupon the fcriptures, where, I am fure, itis
Jaid down in as plain terms, as that God created
the heavens and the earth. I own, I cannot but
wonder, that perfons profefling any reverence for
the Bible, fhould fo openly and ftrongly declare
their abhorrence of what the Bible fo exprefsly
teaches—Namely, that there is a difcrimination of
perfons, by the grace and good pleafure of God,
where by nature there is no difference, and that all
things refpeing the falvation of thefe perfons is
infallibly fecured by a divine predeftination.

Ido
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I do not offer this as a rational doétrine (though
it be highly fo to me) but it is fcriptural, or elfe
the fcripture is a mere nofe of wax, and without
a determinate meaning. What ingenuity is needful
to interpret many paffages, in a fenfe more favor-
able to our natural prejudices againft God’s fove-
reignty | Matt. xi. 25,26. and xiii. 10~=17. Mark
xiil. 20, 22. Fobn xvii. paffim, Fobhn x. 26. Rom. viii.
28—30, and ix. 13—24, and xi. 7. Eph. i. 4, §.
1 Peter i. 2. Were I fond of difputing, as I am
not, I think I could put a clofe reafoner hard to it,
to maintain the truth of fcripture prophecies, or
the belief of a particular Providence, unlefs he
would admit a Divine Predeftination of caufes and
events as the ground of his arguments. However,
as I faid, I have chofen to wave the point ; becaufe,
however true and neceffary in itfelf, the knowledge
and comprehenfion of it, is not neceflary to the
being of a true Chriftian, though I can hardly
conceive he can be an eftablithed confiftent believer
withogt it. ‘This doltrine, is not the turning point
between you and me; the nature of juftification,
and the method of a finner’s acceptance with God,
are of much more immediate importance; and
therefore, if I am to fpeak plainly, I muft fay, that
I look upon your prefent fentiments, attainments
and advances, as you defcribe them, to conftitute
that kind of gain the Apoftle fpeaks of, and con-
cerning which I hope you will one day be of his
mind, and be glad to account it all lofs, that you
may sin Chrifl, and be found in him, not having
your own righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but

% the
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“the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith, Phi/. iii.
4, 7, 8, 9, 10. Fory as you tell me, you never
remember a time, when you were not confcious be-
fore God of great unworthinefs—=and intervals of
earneft endeavors to ferve him, though not with the
fame fuccefs, yet fomething in the fame way as at
prefent ; - this is but faying in other words, you
never remember a time when old things pafled
away, and all things became new; and yet, the
Apoftle infifts much upon this, 2 Cor. iv. 6. and v.
17. The convittions of natural confcience, and
thofe which are wrought in the heart by the Holy
Spirit, are different, not only in degree, butinkind ;
the light of a glow-worm and of the fun do not
more eflentially differ. ‘The former are partial and
fuperficial, leave us in pofleflion of a fuppofed power
of our own, are pacified by fome appearances of an
outward change, and make us no further fenfible of
the neceflity of a Savior, than to make our doings
and duties (if I may fo exprefs myfeif) full weight,
which perhaps might otherwife be a little deficient,
when brought to the balances of the fanctuary,
But truly [piritual conviltions give us far other
views of fin; they lead us to a deep and awful
confideration of the roof, our total abfolute depra-
vity, and our utter apoftacy from God, by which
we are incapable of doing good, as a dead man is
of performing the functions of lifes . They lead us
to the rule and fandardy the ftrit, holy, inflexible
iaw of God, which reaches to the thoughts and
intents of -the heart; requires perfect, univerfal,
perfevering obedience, denounces a curfe upon ev'y

failure,
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failure, (Gal. iii. 10.) and affords neither place, or
firength for repentance. Thus they fweep away
every hope and refuge we had before, and fix upon
us a fenfe of guilt and condemnation, from which
there is no relief, till we canlook to Jefus, as the
wounded Ifraelites did to the brazen ferpent, which
was not to give efficacy to medicines and plaifters
of their own application, but to heal them com-
pleatly of itfelf by looking atit. Fobn iii. 14, 15.
and vi. 40. Jfaiah xliii. 22.

You with me to explain my diftin&tion between
faith and rational aflent. And though I know no
two things in the world more clearly diftiné in
themfelves, or more exprefsly diftinguithed in fcrip-
ture, yet I fear I may not eafily make it appear to
you : you allow faith, in your fenfe, to be the gift
of God ; butin my fenfe, it is likewife wrought by
the operation of God, Csl. ii. 12. 7o vrepCaNhoy
peyelos Tns Mwapiws auTov—nara TRV sveysiay
TOU 2p&TOVS THS LTy V0s aUTow; * that fame energy
of the power of his flrength, by which the dead
body of Jefus was raifed from the dead ; can thefe
ftrong expreflions intend no more than a rational
aflent, fuch as we give to a ‘propofition in Euclid ?
I believe fallen reafon is, of itfelf, utterly incapable
even of aflenting to the great truths of revelation ;
it may aflent to the terms in which they are pro-
pofed, but it muft put its own interpretation upon
them, or it would defpife them. The natural man
can neither receive, or difcern the things of God ;
and if any one would be wife, the Apoftle’s firfk

* Ephef. i. 19.
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advice to him is, Let him become a fool, that he
may be wife, for the wifdom of the world is foolifh-
mefs with God.

Indeed when the heart is changed and the mind
enlightened, then reafon is fanétified, and if I may
fo fay, baptized, renounces its curious difquifitions,
and is content humbly to tread in the path of re-
velation, This is one difference, aflent may be
the a&t of our natural reafon ; faith is the effect of
immediate almighty power. Another difference is,
faith is always efficacious, ¢ it worketh by love ;
whereas affent is often given where it has little or
no influence upon the condu&. Thus for inftance,
every one will affent to this truth, all men are
mortal.  Yet the greateft part of mankind, though
they readily affent to the propofition, and it
would be highly irMtional to do otherwife, yet live
as they might do, if the reverfe were true. = But
they who have divine faith feel as well as fay, they
are pilgrims and fojourners upon earth. Again,
faith gives peace of confcience, accefs to God, and
a fure evidence and {ubfiftence of things not feen,
Rom. v. 1, 2. Heb.xi. 1. Whereas a calm dif-
paffionate reafoner may be compelled to aflent to
the external arguments in favor of Chriftianity, and
yet remain a total ftranger to that communion with
God, that fpirit of adoption, that foretafte of glory
which is the privilege and portion of believers.
So likewife faith overcomes the world, which ra-
tional affent will not do—Witnefs the lives and
tempers of thoufands, who yet would be affronted
if their affent to the gofpel fhould be quedtioned.
To fum up all in a word, ¢ He that believes fhall

be
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be faved.” But furely many who give a rational
affent to the gofpel, live and die in thofe fins which
exclude from the kingdom of God, Gal. v. 19—21.
Faith is the effe¢t of a principle of new life im-
planted in the foul, that was before dead in tref-
pafles and fins; and it qualifies not only for obeying
the Savior’s precepts, but chiefly and primarily for
receiving from and rejoicing in his fulnefs, admir-
ing his love, his work, his perfon, his glory, his
advocacy. It makes Chrift precious, enthrones
him in the heart, prefents him as the moft delight-
ful object to our meditations, as our wifdom,
righteoufnefs, fan&ification and ftrength ; our root,
head, life, thepherd and hufband. Thefe are all
fcriptural expreflions and images fetting forth, fo
far as words can declare, what Jefus is in himfelf
and to his believing people. But how cold is the
comment which rational affent puts upon very many
paffages wherein the Apoftle Paul endeavors (but
in vain) to exprefs the fulnefs of his heart upon
this fubjet. A moft valued friend of mine, a
clergyman now living, had for many years given
a rational aflent to the gofpel. He labored with
much earneftnefs upon your plan, was very exem-
plary in his whole conduét, preached almoft incef-
fantly (two or three times every day in the week
for years) having a parifh in the remote parts of
Yorkfbire of great extent, and containing five or {ix
different hamlets at fome diftance from each other,
He fucceeded likewife with his people, fo far as to
break them off from outward irregularities, and
was mentioned in a letter to the Society for pro-
pagating the Gofpel (which I have feen in print)

K 4 2s
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as the moft perfect example of a parifh-prieft; which
this nation, or perhaps this age has produced. Thus
he went on' for imany. years teaching his people
what he knew, for he could teach them no more,
He lived in fuch retirement and recefs,that he was
nacquainted with the perfons and principles of any
who are now branded as enthufiafts and methodifts.
One day reading Ephe/. iii. in his Greek teftament;
his thoughts were ftopped by the word ave§iyviagToy
in verfe 8, He was ftruck, and led to think with
himfelf to this purpofe, .- ¢¢.Lhe Apoftle, when
fpeaking of the love and riches. of .Chrift, .ufes
remarkable expreflions ; he fpeaks of heights, depths,
and lengths, and breadths, and unfearchables, where
I feem to find every thing plain, ealy and rational,
He finds myiteries where I can perceive none;
Surely, though I ufe the words gofpel, faith and
grace with him, my ideas of them muft be different
from his.” This led him to a clofe examination
of. all his epiftles, ‘and, by the blefling of God,
brought on a total change in his views and preach-
ing. He no longer fet his people to keep a lawof
faith, totruft in their fincerity and endeavors, upon
fome general hope that Chrift would help them oug
where they came fhort—but he preached Chrift
himfelf as the end of the law for righteoufnefs, to
every one that believeth. = He felt himfelf, and las
bored to convince others, that there is no hope for
a finner, but merely in the blood of Jefus, and na
poffibility of his doing any works acceptable to
God, till he himfelf be firft made acceptedi in’ the
Beloved, Nor" did he labor in vain, Now his
preaching effefted not only an outward reformation,
bug
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but a real change of heart in very many of his
hearers.  The word was received, as Paul expre

it, not with a rational affent only, but with demon-
ftration and power, in the Holy!Ghoft, and in much
aflurance, and their endeavors to obferve the gofpel
precepts, were abundantly more extenfive, uniform
and fuccefsful, when they were brought to fay
with the Apoﬂlc-—] am crucified with Chrift, ne-
verthelefs I live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in
me, and the life I live in the fleth, I live by faith in
the Sen of God.

Such a change of views and fentiments I pray
God my friend may experience. Thefe things may
appear uncouth to you at prefent, as they have
done to many, who now blefs God for fthewing
them what their reafon could never have taught
them, My divinity is unfafhionable enough at
prefent, but it was not fo always; you will .find
few books written from the @ra of the reformation
till a little before Laud’s time that fet forth any
other. There were few pulpits till after the refto-
ration from which any other was heard. A la-
mentable change has indeed fince taken place; but
God has not left himfelf without witnefles. You:
think, though I difclaim infallibility, 1 qrrogarc
too much in fpeaking with fo much certainty. I

=
2iles

am fallible indeed—=but I am fure of the ‘main
points of dodrine I hold. I am not in the leaft
doubt whether falvation be of faith or of works.

Wh LthCl faith be of our own power, or of God’s
operation. Whether Chrift’s obedience, or ouro wny

be .‘_W ?uil ground of our hope. Whether 2 man
can truly call Jefus Lord, but by the teaching of
K 5 the
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the Holy Ghoft. 1 have no more hefitation about
thefe points, than I fhould have were I afked,
Whether it was God or man who created the
heavens and the earth? Befides, as 1 have more
than once obferved, your fentiments were once my
own. So that I, who have travelled both roads,
may have perhaps fome ftronger reafons to determine
me which is the right, than you can have who have
only travelled one,

Your two fheets may lead me to write as many
quires, if I do not check myfelf. I now come to
the two queries you propofe, the folution of which
you think will clearly mark the difference of our
fentiments. The fubftance of them is—3ft. Whe-
ther I think any finner ever perithed in his fins
(to whom the gofpel has been preached) becaunfe
Geod refufed to fupply him with fuch a proportion
of his afliftance as was abfolutely neceffary to his
believing and repenting, or without his having pre-
vioufly rejected the incitements of his Holy Spirit ?
A full anfwer to this would require a theet—But
briefly, I believe that all mankind being corrupt and
guilty before God, he might, without impeachment
to his juftice, have left them all to perifh, as we
are aflured he did the fallen angels. But he has
pleafed to fhew mercy, and mercy muft be free,
If the finner has any claim to it, fo far it is juftice,
not mercy. HE, who is to be our judge, aflures

us that few find the gate that leadeth to life, while.

many throng the road to deftruction. Your quef-
tion feems to imply, that you think God either did
make falvation equally open 70 @/l, or that it would

3 have
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have been more becoming his goodnefs to have
done fo.

But he is the potter, we are the clay : his ways
and thoughts are above ours, as the heavens are
higher than the earth. The Judge of all the earth
will do right. He has appointed a day, when he
will manifeft, to the convi&ion of all, that HE
bas dome right. ‘Till then, I held it beft to take
things upon his word, and not too harfhly deter-
mine what it becomes Jchovah to do. Inftead of
faying what 7 think, let it fuffice to remind you of
what St. Paul thought, Rom. ix. 15—21. But
farther, I fay, that unlefs mercy were afforded to
thofe who are faved, in a way peculiar to themfelves,
and which is not afforded to thofe who perifh, I
believe no one foul could be faved. For I belicve
fallen man, univerfally confidered as fuch, is as in-
capable of doing the leaft thing towards his falva-
tion, till prevented by the grace of God (as our
article fpeaks) as a dead body is of reftoring itfelf
to life. Whatever difference takes place between
men in this refpe@ is of Grace, that is of God,
undeferved. Yea, his firft approaches to our hearts
are undefired too ; for till he feeks us, we cannot,
we will not feek him, Pfalm cx. 3. It is in the
day of his power, and not before, his people are
made willing. But I believe where the gofpel is
preached, they who do perifh, do wilfully refift the
light, and chufe and cleave to darknefs, and ftifle
the conviions which the truths of God, when kis
true gofpel is indeed preached, will in one degree
or other force upon their minds. The cares of this
world, the deceitfulnefs of riches, the love of other

K é things,
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things, the violence of finful appetites, their pre=
judices, pride and felf-righteoufnefs, either prevent
the reception, or choak the growth of the good
feed : thus their own fin and obftinacy is the pro-
per caufe of their deftruction ; they will not come
to Chrift that they may have life, At the fame
time it is true that they cannot, unlefs they are
fupernaturally drawn of Ged, Tz v. 40. vi. 44«
They will not, and they cannot come, both are
equally true, and they are confiftent. For a man’s
cannot is not a natural but a moral inability. Not
an impoflibility in the nature of things, as it is for
me to walk upon the water, or to fly in the air;
but fuch an inability «as inftead of extenuating, does
exceedingly inhance and aggravate his guilt.  Heis
fo blinded by Satan, fo aliecnated from God by na-
ture and wicked works, fo given up to fin,. fo averfe
from that way of falvation, which is contrary to
his pride and natural wifdem, that he will not
embrace it or feek after it. And ‘therefore he can-
not, till the grace of God powerfully enlightens his
mind and overcomes his obitacles=—But this brings
me to your fecond query.

II. De I think that God, in the ordmary courfe
of his providence, grants this affiftance in an irre-
fiftible manner, or effes faith and converfion with-
out the finners own hearty confent and concurrence?
1 rather chofe to term grace invincible than irrefifiible.
Forit is too often refifted even by thofe who believe ;
but becaufe it is invincible it triumphs over all re-
fiftance, when he is pleafed to beftow it. For the
reft, 1 believe no finner is converted without his.
own hearty will and concurrence. But he is not

5 willing
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willing till he is' made fo. Why does he at all
refufe ? Becaufe be is infenfible of his ftate, becaufe
he  knows not the evil of fin, the firiétnéfs of the
Jaw, the majefty of God whom he bas offended,
nor the total apoftacy of his heart. Becaufe he is
blind to eternity, and ignorant of the excellency
of Chrift, ‘Becaufe he is comparatively whole, and
fees not his need of this great phyfician, - Becaufe
he relies upon his own wifdom, power and fuppofed
righteoufnefs. Now in this flate of things, when
God comes with a purpofe of merey, he begins by
convincing the perfon of fin, judgment and righte-
oufnefs, caufes him fo feel and know that heis a
lofk, condemned, helplefs créature; and then difco-
vers to him the neceflity, fufficiency and willing-
nefs of Chrift to fave them that are ready to perifh,
without money or price, without doings or deferv-
ings.— Then he fees faith to be very different from
a rdtional affent, finds that nothing but the power
of God can produce a well-grounded ‘hope in the
heart of a convinced finner ; therefore looks to Jefus,,
who is the author and finifher of faith, to enable
him to believe. Far this he waits in what we call
the means of grace, he prays, he reads the word,
He thirfts for God, as the hart pants for the water-
brooks ; and though perhaps for a while he is
diftrefled with many doubts and fears, he is en=
couraged to wait on, becaufe Jefus has faid, ¢ Him
that cometh unto me, ¥ will in no wife caft out.” T'he
obftinacy of the will remains, while the underftand-
ing is dark, and ceafes when that is enlightened.
Suppofe a2 man walking in the dark, where there
ate pits and precipices of which he is net aware 3

A 0%
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You are fenfible of his danger, and call after him,
but he thinks he knows better than you, refufes
your advice, and is perhaps angry with you for
your importunity, He fees no danger, therefore
will not be perfuaded there is any.  But if you go
with a light, get before him and fhew him plainly,
that if he takes another ftep, he falls beyond the
power of recovery—then he will ftop of his own
accord, blame himfelf for not minding you before,
and be ready to comply with your farther directions.
In either cafe man’s will aéts with equal freedom,
the difference of his conduét arifes from convi&tion.
Something like this is the cafe of our fpiritual con-
cerns. Sinners are called and warned by the word,
but they are wife in their own eyes, and take but
little notice till the Lord gives them light, which
he is not bound to give to any, and therefore cannot
be bound to give to a/l. They who have it have
reafon to be thankful, and fubfcribe to the Apoftle’s
words : By grace are ye faved, through faith, and
that not of yourfelves, it is the gift of God.

I have not yet half done with the firft fheet:
fhall confider the reft at leifure, but fend this asa
fpecimen of my willingnefs to clear my fentiments.
to you as far as I can.  Unlefs it thould pleafe God
to make what I offer fatisfaltory, 1 well know be-
forehand what objetions and anfwers will occur
to you, for thefe points have been often debated ;
and after a courfe of twenty-feven years, in which
religion has been the chief object of my thoughts
and enquiries, I am not entirely a ftranger to what
can be offered on either fide. What I write, I write
fimply and in love, befecching him, who alone can

fet
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fet a feal to his own truth, to guide you and blefs
you. This letter has been more than a week in
hand; I have been called from it I fuppofe ten
times, frequently in the middle of a period or a line.
My leifure, which before was {mall, is now reduced
almoft to a nothing. But I am defirous to keep up
my correfpondence with you, becaufe 1 feel an af-
fe&ionate intereft in you, and becaufe it pleafed God
to put it into your heart to apply tome. You can-
not think how your firft letter ftruck me: it was
fo unexpe@ed, and feemed fo improbable that you
fhould open your mind to me, I immediately con-
ceived a hope that it would prove for good. Nor am:
I yet difcouraged.

When you have leifure and inclination, write; I
fhall always be glad to hear from you, and I will
proceed in anfwering what I have already by me, as
faft as I can—but I have many letters now waiting
for anfwers which muft be attended to.

I recommend you to the blefling and care of the
great Shepherd ; and remain

Your fincere friend and fervant,

November 17, 1775.

LET-
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LETTER VI

My peAR Frienp,

' R/E you willing I fhould fill call you fo, or

are you quite weary of me. Your llence
makes me fufpect the latter. However, it is my
part to fulfil my promife, and then leave the event
to God. As I have but an imperfeét remembrance
of what I have already written, T may be liable to
fome repetitions ; I cannot flay to comment upon
every line in your Letter, but I proceed to notice
fuch paflages as feem moft to affe& the fubjeét in
debate. When you fpeak of the fcripture’s main-
taining one confiftent fenfe, which, if the word of
God, it certainly muft do, you fay, you read and
underftand it in this one confiftent fenfe, nay,
you cannot remember the time when you did not.
It is otherwife with me and with multitudes; we
remember when it was a fealed book, and we are
fure it would have been fo ftill,; had not the Holy
Spirit opened our underftandings. But when you
add, though I pretend not to underftand the whole,
yet what 1 do underftand appears perfeétly con-
fiftent ; I know not how far this exception may
extend, for perhaps the reafon why you allow you
do not underftand fome parts, is becaufe you cannot
make them confiftent with the fenfe you put upon
other parts. You quote my words, ¢ That when
we are confcious of our depravity, reafoning ftands
us in no ftead ;” undoubtedly reafon always will

ftand
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ftand- rational creatures: in . fome ftead; but my
meaning ‘is,, that when we are deeply eonvinced of
fin, all our former reafonings upon the ways of
God, while we made our conceptions the ftandard
by which we judge what is, befitting him to doj as
if he were altogether fuch-an one as ourfelves—all
thofe cobweb reafonings are fwept away, and we
{ubmit to his aures ¢Pn without reafoning, though
not without reafon. For we have the ftrongeft rea-
fon imaginable to.acknowledge. ourfelves vile and
loft, without righteoufnefs and ftrength, when we
atually feel ourfelves to be fo.—You {peak of the
gofpel terms of juftification.—This. tesm is Saith,
Mark xvis 16, Aés xiii.. 39. The gofpel propounds,
admits no other term. . But this faith, .as 1 endea=
vored to fhew in my former Letter, is very different
from rational affent. You fpeak likewife of the
law of faith; by which, if you mean what fome
call the remedial law, which we are to obey as
well as we can, and fuch obedience together with
our faith, will entitle us to acceptance with God,
I am,.perfuaded the {cripture fpeaks of no fuch
thing,. Grace and works of any kind, in the point
of acceptance with God, are mentioned, by the
Apoftie, not only as oppofites, or contraries,,but
as abfolutely contradi¢tory to each other, like fire
and water, light and darknefs—fo that the affirma-
tion of one, is, the denial of the other, . Rom.iv. 5,
and xi. 6. God juftifies freely, juftifies the un-
godly and him- that werketh not.  Though jufti=
fying faith be indeed an active principle, it worketh
by love, yet not for acceptance, ‘I'hofe whom the
Apoftle exhorts ¢ to work out their own falvation

with
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with fear and trembling,” he confiders as juftified
already, for he confiders them as believers, in whom
he fuppofed God had already begun a good work,
and if fo was confident he would accomplifh it.
Phil. i. 6. To them, the confideration that God
(who dwells in the hearts of believers) wrought in
them to will and to do, was a powerful motive and
encouragement to them to work ; that is, to give
all diligence in his appointed means; as a right
fenfe of the fin that dwelleth in us, and the fnares
and temptations around us, will teach us fill to
work with fear and trembling.  You fuppofe a dif-
ference between Chriftians (fo called) who are de-
voted to God in baptifm, and thofe who in the
firft ages were converted from abominable fuperfti-
tions and idolatrous vices.—Itis true, in Chriftian
countrics we do not worfhip heathen divinities Eo
nomine. And this is the principal difference I can
find, Neither reafon or obfervation will allow me
to think, that human nature is a whit better now,
than it was in the Apoftle’s time. Iknow no kinds
or degrees of wickednefs which prevailed among
heathens, which are not prevalent among nominal
Chriftians, who have perhaps been baptized in
their infancy ; and therefore, as the ftreams in the
life are equally worldly, fenfual, devilith, I doubt
not but the fountain in the heart is equally polluted
and poifonous., And that it is as true, as in the
days of Chrift and his Apoftles, that unlefs a man
be born again he cannot fee the kingdom of God.
You fent me a Sermon upon the new birth, ‘or re-
generation, and you have feveral of mine on the
fame fubject, I wifh you to compare them with

each
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cach other, and with the feripture, and I pray
God to fhew you wherein the difference confifts,
and on which fide the truth lies.

When you defire me to reconcile God’s being
the author of fin, with his juftice ; you fhew that
you mifunderftand the whole ftrain of my fenti-
ments, for I am perfuaded you would not mifre-
prefent them. It is eafy to charge harfh confe-
quences, which I neither allow, nor indeed do they
follow from my fentiments. God cannot be the
author of fin, in that fenfe you would fix upon
me ; butis it poflible that upon your plan, you find
no difficulty in what the fcripture teaches us upon
this fubject ? I conceive that thofe who were con-
cerned in the death of Chrift, were very great fin-
ners, and that in nailing him to the crofs they
committed atrocious wickednefs. Yetif the Apoftle
may be believed, all this was according to the de-
terminate council and foreknowledge of God, Aés
ii. 23. and they did no more than what his hand
and purpofe had determined fhould be done, chap.
iv. 28. And you will obferve, that this wicked act
(wicked with refpect to the perpetrators) was not
only permitted, but fore-ordained in the ftrongeft
and moft abfolute fenfe of the word ; the glory of
God and the falvation of men depended upon its
being done, and juft in that manner, and with all
thofe circumftances which alually took place. And
yet Judas and the reft alted freely, and their
wickednefs was properly their own. Now, my friend,
the arguments which fatisfy you, that the fcripture
does not reprefent God as the author of this fin, in
this appointment, will plead for me at the fame

time ;
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time ; and when you think you eafily overcome me
by alking “ can God be the author of fin?” your
imputation falls as dire@ly upon the word of God
himfelf. - Ged is no more the author of fin, than
the fun is the caufe of ice—But it is in the na-
ture of water to congeal into ice, when the fun’s
influence is fufpended to a certain degree. So there
is fin enough in the hearts of men, to make the
earth the very image of hell, and to prove that men
are no better than incarnate devils, were he to
fufpend his- influence and reftraint. Sometimes,
and in fome inftances, he is pleafed to fufpend it
confiderably, and fo far as 42 does, human nature
quickly appears in its true colors, bjeitions of
this kind have been repeated and refuted, before
either you or I were born, and the Apoftle evidently
fuppofes they would be urged againft his doétrine,
when he obviates the queftion. 'Why doth he yet
find fault, who hath refifted his will ? To which he
gives no other anfwer than by referring it to God’s
fovereignty, and the power which a petter has over
the clay. I think I have ina former Letter made
fome reply to the charge of pofitivenefs in my own
opinion. I acknowledge that 1 am fallible, yet L
muft again lay claim to a certainty about the way
of falvation. I am as fure of fome things as of my
own exiftence; I fhould be fo if there was no
human creature upon earth but myfelf, However,
my fentiments are confirmed by the fuffrages - of
thoufands, who have lived before me, of many
with whom I have perfonally converfed in different
places and circumftances, unknown to each other ;
yet all have reccived the fame views, becaufe taught

by
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by the fame Spirit. And I have likewife been
greatly confirmed by the teftimony of many, with
whom T have converfed in their dying hours, 1
have feen them rejoicing in the profpect of death,
free from fears, breathing the air of immortality;
heartily difclaiming their duties and performances,
acknowledging that their beft ations were attended
with evil fufficient to condemn them, renouncing
every fhadow of hope, but what they derived from
the blood of Chrift, as the fole caufe of their ac-
ceptance, yet triumphing in him over every enemy
and fear, and as fure of heaven as if they were
already there. And fuch were the Apoftle’s hopes,
wholly founded on knowing whom he had believed,
and his perfuafion of his ability to keep that which
he had «committed unto him. This is faith, a re-
nouncing of every thing we are apt to call eur
own, and relying wholly upon the blood, righteouf=
nefs and interceffion of Jefus. However, I can-
not communicate this my certainty to you, I only
tell you there is fuch a thing, in hopes, if you do
not. think I wilfully lie both to God and man, you
will be earneft to feek it from him, who beftowed
it on me, and who will beftow it upon all who
will fincerely apply to him, and patiently wait
upon him for it. :

I cannot but wonder, that while you profefs to
believe the depravity of human nature, you fhould
fpeak: of good qualities inherent in it. The wotd
of God defcribes it as evil, only evil, and that con-

. 7 r n ¥y e, %
tinually.  'That there are fuch qualities as Stoics
and infidels call virtue, I allow. God has noet left
man deftitute of fuch difpofitions as are neceflary
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to the peace of fociety, but I deny there is any
moral goodnefs in them, unlefs they are founded in
a fupreme love to God, have his glory for their aim,
and are produced by faith in Jefus Chrit. A man
may give all his goods to feed the poor, and his
body to be burned in zeal for the truth, and* yet be
a mere nothing, a tinkling cymbal in the fight of
him who feeth not as man feeth, but judgeth the
heart. Many infidels and avowed enemies to the
grace and gofpel of Chrift, have made a fair thew
of what the world call virtue, but Chriftian wvirtue
is grace, the effe¢t of a new nature, and new life;
and works thus wrought in God, are as different
from the faint partial imitations of them which
fallen nature is capable of producing, as a living
man is from a ftatue. A ftatue may exprefs the
features and lineaments of the perfon whom it re-
prefents, but there is no life.

Your comment on the feventh to the Romans,
latter part, contradi€ts my feelings. Youare either
of a different make and nature from me, or elfe you
are not rightly apprized of your own ftate, if you
do not find the Apoltle’s complaints very fuitable
to yourfelf. I believe it applicable to the moft holy
- Chriftian upon earth.. But controverfies of this
kind are worn thread-bare. When you fpeak of
the fpiritual part of a natural man, it founds to me
like the living part of a dead man, or the feeing
part of a blind man. Paul tells me, that the na-
tural man (whatever his fpiritual part may be) can
neither receive or difcern the things of God. What
the Apoftle {peaks of himfelf, Rom. vii. is no more,
when rightly underftood, than what he affirms of all

who
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who are partakers of a fpiritual life, or who are
true believers, Gal. v. 17. The carnal natural mind
is enmity againft God, not fubject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be—When you fubjoin,
till it be [et at liberty from the law of fin, you do not
comment upon the text, but make an addition of
your own, which the text will by no means bear.
The carnal mind is enmity. An enemy may be
reconciled, but enmity itfelf is incurable. This
carnal mind, natural man, old man, fleth, for the
expreflions are all equivalent, and denote and include
the heart of man as heis)by nature, may be crucified,
muf? be mortified, but cannot be fanétified. Al that
is good or gracious is the effect of a new creation, a
[fupernatural principle, wrought in the heart by the
gofpel of Chrift, and the agency of his Spirit; and
till that is effected, the 1o u~bnhov, the higheft at-
tainment, the fineft qualifications in man, however
they may exalt him in his own eyes, or reccommend
him to the notice of his fellow worms, are but
abomination in the fight of God, Luke xvi. 15.
The gofpel is calculated and defigned to ftain the
pride of human glory. It is provided, not for the
wife and the righteous, for thofe who think they
have good difpofitions and good works to plead,
but for the guilty, the helplefs, the wretched, for
thofe, who are ready to perifh ; it fills the hungry
with good things, but it fends the rich empty away.
See Rew. iii. 17, 18.

You afk, if man can do nothing without an
extraordinary impulfe from on high, is he to fit
ftill and carelefs? By no means—I am far from
faying man can do nothing—"Though I believe he

cannot
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cannot open his own eyes, or give himfelf faithsk
I with every man to abftain carefully from finful
company, and finful altions, "to read the Biblé; to
pray to God for his heavenly teaching—For this
waiting upon God he has a moral“ability ; and if
he perfevere thus in feeking, the promife i$ fure,
that he thall “not feek in vain.” But I would not
have him miftake the .means for the end,  think
himfelf* good becaufe’ he is preferved from grofs
vices and ‘follies—or truft to hi§ religious courfe of
duties for acceptance, nor be fatisfied till Chrift be
revealed in-him, formed“within“Him, dwell inhis
heart by faith, and till he can fay upon good grounds,
d am crucified with Chriff, neverthelefs, I' live, yet
not I, but Chrift liveth in me—1I need not tell you
thefe are fcriptural expreflions, I ‘am perfuaded, if
they were not, they would be exploded by many
as unintelligible jargon. True faith, my dear Sir,
unites the foul to Chrift, and thereby gives accefs
to God, and fills it with a peace pafling underftand-
ing, a hope, a joy unfpeakable and full of glory;
teaches us that we are weak in ourfelves, but enables
us to' be ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might. To thofe who thus believe Chrift is
precious, their beloved, they hear and know his
voice; the very found of his name gladdens their
hearts, and be manifefls bimfelf to them as he does
‘ot tothe world. Thus the fcriptures fpeak, thus
the firft Chriftians experienced, and this is precifely
“the ldnguage which in our days is defpifed as enthu-
fiafm and folly. For it is now as it was then,
though ‘thefe things are revealed to babes, and they
are as fure of them as: that they fee the noon-day

fun
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{fun ; they are hidden from the wife and prudent, till
the Lord makes them willing to renounce their own
wifdom, and to become fools that they may be truly
wife, 1 Cor, i. 18, 19. chap. iii. 8. chap. viii. 2.
Attention to the education of children is an un-
doubted duty, and it is a mercy when it fo far fuc-
ceeds as to preferve them from grofs wickednsfs,
but will ot change the heart. They who receive
Chrift are born not of blood, nor of the will
of the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
Fobn i, 13.

If a man profefles to love the Lord Jefus, I am
willing to believe him, if he does not give me proof
to the contrary. But I am fure, at the fame time,
_no one can love him in the fcriptural fenfe who
does not know the need and the worth of a Savior:
in other words, who is not brought, as a ruined
helplefs finner, to live upon him for wifdom, righ-
teoufnels, fanctification, and redemption. They
who love him thus will fpeak highly of him, and
acknowledge that he is their allin all. And they
who thus love him and fpeak of him, will get little
thanks for their pains in fuch a world as this—
¢ All that live godly in Chrift Fefus muft fuffer per~
fecution 3 the world that bated him, will hate them.”
And though it is poffible by his grace to put to
filence, in fome meafure, the ignorance of foolith
men ; and though his providence can prote& his
people, fo that not a hair of their heads can be
hurt without his permiffion, yet the world will /bew
their teeth, if they are not fuffered to bite, ‘The
Apoftles were accounted bablers, wg T;F;xag-m-

b&r
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not point out to you the force'of thefe expreflions.
We are no better than the Apoftles, nor have we.
reafon to expe& much better treatment, fo far as
we walk in their fteps.  On the other hand, there’
is a fober, decent way of fpeaking of God, and
goodnefs, and benevolence and fobriety, ‘which the
world will bear well enough—nay, we may fay a
little about Jefus Chrift, as ready to make up the
deficiencies of our honeft and good endeavors, and
this will not difpleafe them. But if we preach
him as the only foundatic:n—lay open the horrid
evils of the human heart, tell‘our hearers that they
are dead in trefpaffes and fins, and have no better
ground of hope in themfelves than the vileft male-
faltors, in order to exalt the glory of Jefus, as fav-
ing thofe who are faved, wholly and freely for his
own name’s fake ; if we tell the virtuousand decent,
as well as the profligate, that unlels they are born
again, and made partakers of living faith, and count
all things lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of
Chrijl, they cannot be faved, this the world cannot
bear. We fhall be called knaves or fools, uncha-
ritable bigots, and twenty hard names. If_vou have
met with nothing like this I wifh it may lead you
to fufpeét whether you have yet received the right
key to the doétrines of Chrift, for depend upon it,
t‘n:“ offence of the crofs is not ceafed.

ITam gi'icv(d and furprized that you feem to take
Jittle notice of any thing in the account of my
deceafed friend, but his withing himfelf to be a
Deift, and his having play books about him in his
illnefs. - As to the plays, they were Shakefpeare’s,
which, as aman  of tafte, it is no great wonder he

thould
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thould fometimes look in. Your remark on the
other point fliews that you are not much acquainted
with the exercifes of the human mind under certain
circumftances. I believe 1 obferved formerly that
it was not a libertine with. Had you known him,
you would have known one of the moft amiable ;md
unblemithed charaQers. Few were more beloved

and admired for an uniform courfe of integrity, mo-
deration and benevolence : but he was di 1;\,Jf'a;_ch.
He ftudied the bible, believed it in general to be the

word of God, but his wifdom, his firong turn for
reafoning, {tcod fo in his way that he could get no
l'olzai u,-..:f\;x't from it. He felt the vanity of the
{chemes propofed by many men admired in the
world as teachers of divinity ; and he felt the
vanity likewife of his own. He was allo a mi-
nifter, and had a fincere defign of doing good. He
wifhed to reform the profligate, and comfort
icted by his- preaching ; but as he was not
qv;;-.intc'd with that one kind of preaching which

God owns to the edification of the hearers, he found

he could do neither. A fenfe of difappointments

of this kind diftrefled him. Finding in himfelf

none of that peace which the (unp.‘r" tpu.m c.,

and none of the influence he hoped
|

ca A\., attencn 4
&

his ll]lnlih\, he was led fomectimes to (1uc&10n the
truth of the fcripture.—We have a {piri

1tual enanv

1

always ncar, to prefs upon a mf.x: in this det=
ponding fituation : nor am I furprifcd that he {hould
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then with himfelf a Deift—{ince, if there were

7 hope for a finner, but by faith in the bloud of
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he had as much of his own goodnefs to
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1 have known. As for the
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reft, if you could fee nothing admirable and won-
derful in the clearnefs, the dignity, the fpirituality
of his expreffions, after the Lord revealed the gofpel
to him ; I can only fay, I am forry for it. This I
know, that fome perfons of fenfe, tafte, learning
and reafon, and far enough from my fentiments, have
been greatly ftruck with them. You fay, a death-bed
repentance is what you would be forry to give any-
hope of. My dear friend, it is well for poor finners
that God’s thoughts and ways are as much above
men’s as the heavens are higher than the earth.
We agreed to communicate our fentiments freely,
and promifed not to be offended with each other’s
freedom if we could help it. I am afraid of offend-
ing you by a thought juft now upon my mind, and
yet I dare not in confcience fupprefs it~—I muft
therefore venture to fay, that I hope they who de-
pend upon fuch a repentance as your fcheme points
out, will repent of their repentance itfelf upon their
death-bed at leaft, if not fooner. You and I, per-
haps, thould have encouraged the fair-fpoken young
man, who faid he had kept all the commandments
from his youth, and rather bave left the thief upon
the crofs to perifh like a villain, as he lived. But
Jefus thought differently, I do not encourage fin-
ners to defer their repentance to their death-beds—
I prefs the neceflity of a repentance this moment.
But, then I take care to tell them that repentance
is the gift of God, that Jefus is exalted to beftow
it, and that all their endeavors that way, unlefs
they feek to him for grace, will be vain as wafhing
a Blackmoor, and tranfient as wafhing a fwine,
which will foon return to the mire again, I know

the
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the evil heart will abufe the grace of God; the
Apoftle knew this likewife, Rom, iii. 8. and vi. 3.
But this did not tempt him to fupprefs the glorious
grace of the gofpel, the power of Jefus to fave to the
uttermoft, and his merciful promife, that whofoever
cometh unto him he will in no wife caft out. The
repentance of a natural heart, proceeding wholly
from fear, like that of fome malefalors, who are
forry, not that they have committed robbery or
murder, but that they muft be hanged for it; thi
undoubtedly is n \"m\“ worth, \7‘1mn in time o
health, or in a dying hour. But that usravora,
that gracious change of heart, views and difpofiti-
ons which always takes place, when Jefus is made
known to the foul as baving died that the finner
might live, and been wounded that he might be
healed. This, at whatever period God is pleafed
to afford and effe& it by his ‘Spirit, brings a fure
and everlafting falvation with it.

Still I find I have not done : you afk my expofi-
tion of the parables of the Talents and Pounds :
but at prefent I can write no more. I have only
juft time to tell you, that when I begged your ac-
ceptance of Omicren, nothing was farther from
my expu&atxon than a corre {pondgncc with you.
The frank and kind manner in which you wrote
prefently won upon my heart. In the courfe of
our letters upon Sabfcription, I obferved an integ-
rity and difintereftednefs in you, which ende ared
you to me ftill more.” " Since that, our debates have
taken a much more interefting turn ; I have con-
fidered it as a call, and an opportunity put in my
hand, by the clpu.ml providence of him who ruleth

L 2 aver
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over all. I have embraced the occafion to lay be~
fore you fimply, and rather in a way of teftimony
than argumentation, what {in the main) I am fure
is truth. I have done enough todifcharge my con-
fcience, but fhall never think I do encugh to anfwer
the affection I bear you. I have done enough like-
wife to make you weary of my correfpondence, un-
lefs it fhould pleafe God to fix the fubject deeply
upon your mind, and make you attentive to the
poflibility and vaft importance of a miftake in mat-
ters of everlafting concernment. [ pray that the
good Spirit of God may guide you into all truths.
He only is the effeual teacher. I ftill retain a
chearful hope that fome things you cannot at pre-
fent receive, will hereafter be the joy and comfort
of your heart: but I know it cannot be till the
Lord’s own time. 1 cannot promife to give fuch
long anfwers as your letters require, to clear up
every text that may be propofed, and to anfwer
every objection that may be ftarted. Yet I fhall
be glad to change a letter now and then. At
prefent it remains with you, whether our corref-
pondence continues or not, as this is the third let-
ter I have written fince I heard from you, and
therefore muft be the laft till 1do. 1 fhould think
what remains might be better fettled viva voce, for
which purpofe I fhall be glad to fee you, or ready
to wait on you when leifure will permit, and when
1 know it will be agreecable. But if (as life and
all its affairs are precarious) we fhould never meet
in this world, I pray God we may meet at the
right hand of Jefus, in the great day, when he
thall come to gather up his jewels and to judge

the
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the world. There is an endlefs diverfity of opi-
nions in matters of religion, which of them are right
and fafe, and will lead to eternal glory, Dies ifle
indicabir. 1am ftill in a manner loft amidft more
engagements than I have time to comply with ; but
I feel and know that 1 am,

Dear Sir,

Your affe@ionate friend and fervant.

December 8, 1775,
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My DEAREST SIR, Sept. 28, 1774.

{F47

S E E the neceflity of having, if poflible, my

principles at my fingers ends, that I may apply

them as occafions arife every hour. Certainly
if my ability was equal to my inclination, I would
remove your tumor with a word or a touch, I
would exempt you inftantly and conftantly, from
every inconvenience and pain. But you are in the
hands of One who could do all this and more, and
who loves you infinitely better than I can do, and
yet he is pleafed to permit you to fuffer. What is
the plain inference? Certainly, that at the prefent
jun&ure, he to whom all the concatenations and
confequences of events are prefent in one view, fees
it better for you to have this tumor than to be with-
out it. For I have no more idea of a tumer rifing
(or any.other incidental trial befalling you) without

L 6 a caufe,
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a taufe, without a need be, without a defigned ad-
vantage to refult from it, than I have of a moun-
tain or pyramid rifing up of its own accord, in the
middle of Salifbury-Plain. The promife is exprefs
and literally true, that all things univerfally and
without exception, fhall work together for good to
them that love God. But they work together—
the fmalleft as well as the greateft events, have
their place and ufe—Ilike the feveral ftones in the
arch of a bridge, where no one would fingly be
ufeful, but every one in its place is neceffary to the
firu@ure and fupport of the arch—or. rather like
the movement of a watch, where though there is
an evident fubordination of parts, and fome pieces
have a greater comparative importance than others,
yet the {malleft pieces have their place and ufe, and
are fo far equally important,  that the whole defign
of the machine would be obftru&ed for want of
them. Some difpenfations and turns of Divine
Providence, may be compared to the main {pring
or capital wheels, which have a more vifible, fen-
fible, and determining influence upon the whole
tenor of our lives ; but the more ordinary occurrences
of every day, are at leaft pins and pivots adjufted,
timed and fuited, with equal accuracy, by the hand
of the fame great Artift, who planned and executes
the whole ; and we are fometimes furprized to fee
how much more depends and turns upon them, than
we were aware ‘of., 'T'hen we admire his fkill, and
fay he has done all things well. Indeed, with ref-
pect to his works of providence, as well as of crea-
tion, he well deferves the title of Maximus in
ddinimis.  Such thoughts as thefe, when I am en-
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abled to realize them, in fome meafure reconcile me
to what he allots for myfelf or my friends, and
convince me of the propriety of that expoftulation,
which fpeaks the language of love as well as au-
thority, Be ftill, and know that Iam God. I fym-
pathize with you in your trial, and pray and truft
that your Shepherd will be your Phyfician ; will
fuperintend and blefs the ufe of means ; will give
you in his good time health and cure, and at all
times reveal unto you abundance of peace. His
promifes and power are neceflary for. our prefer-
vation in the fmoother fcenes he has allotted for us,
and they are likewife fufficient for the rougheft. We
are always equally in danger in ourfelves, and al-
ways equally fafe under the fhadow of his wings.
No ftorms, aflaults, fieges, or peftilences can hurtus
till we have filled up his appointed meafure of fer-
vice; and when our work is done, and he has ripened
us for glory, it is no great matter by what means he
is pleafed to call us home to himfelf.

I have only room to prefent our joint and f{ina
cereft refpeéts, The Lord blefs you all.

I am your much obliged,
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LETTER: I

My DEAREST Sig, 0za. 13, 1974.

I THIN K the greatnefs of trials is to be efti-
mated, rather by the impreffion they make upon
our fpirits, than by their outward appearance. The
fmalleft will be too heavy for us’ if we are left to
grapple with it in our own ftrength, or rather weak-
nefs, and if the Lord is pleafed to put forth his
power in us, he can make the heavieft light. - A
lively impreflion of his love, or of his fufferings for
us, or of the glories within the vail, accompanied
with a due fenfe of the mifery from which we are
redeemed 5 thefe thoughts will enable us to be not
only fubmiffive, but even joyful in tribulations,
When faith is in exercife, though the fleth will have
its feelings, the fpirit will triumph over them. But
it is needful we fhould know that we have no fuffi-
ciency in ourfelves, and in. order to know it we
muft feel it. And therefore the Lord fometimes
withdraws his fenfible influence, and then the buz-
zing of a fly will be an overmatch for our patience.
At other times he will fhew us what he can do in
us and for us; then we can adopt the Apoftle’s
words, and fay, I can do or fuffer all things through
Chrift ftrengthening me. He has faid, My grace
is fufficient for thee. It is obfervable, that the chil-
dren of God feldom difappoint . our expetations
under great trials ; if they fhew a wrongnefs of
fpirit, it is ufually in fuch little incidents that we

are




are ready to wonder at them. For which, two rea-
fons may be principally affigned : when great trials
are in view, we run fimply and immediately to
our all-fufficient friend, feel our dependance, and cry
in good earneft for help. But if the occafion feems
fmall, we are too apt fecretly to lean to our own
wifdom and ftrength, as if in fuch flight matters we
could make fhift without him. Therefore in thefe
we often fail. Again, the Lord deals with us as we
fometimes fee mothers with their children—when a
child begins to walk, he is often very felf-important;
he thinks he needs no help, and can hardly bear to
be fupported by the finger of another. Now in fuch
a cafe, if there is no danger of harm from a fall, as
if he is on 4 plain carpet, the mother will let him
alone to try how he can walk., Heis pleafed at firft,
but prefently down he comes, and a few experiments
of this kind convince him be is not fo ftrong and
able as he thought, and make him willing to be led.
But was he upon the brink of a river or a precipice,
from whence a fall might be fatal, the tender mother
would not truft him to himfelf, no not for a mo-
ment. I have not room to make the application,
nor is it needful. It requires the fame grace to bear
with a right {pirit a crofs word, as a grofs injury ;
or the breaking of a china-plate, as the death of an
only fon.
n

I am, deareft Sir,

Yours, &c.

LET-
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CEETTER TIT

My DEAR Sir, Nov. 23, 1774«

I HOPE to be informed in due time, that the
Lord has given you full health and cure. He
has preferved me hitherto from the hands of fur-
geons, but I feel as if my fleth would prove, as you
fay, avery coward, were it needful to fubmit to a
painful operation. Yet I obferve, when fuch ope-
rations- are neceflary, if people are fatisfied of a
furgeon’s fkill and prudence, they will not only
yield to be cut at his pleafure, without pretending
to dire€t him where, or how long he fhall make
_the incifion ; but will thank and pay him for put-
ting them to pain, becaufe they believe it for their
advantage. I wifh I could be more like them in
my concerns. My body, as I faid, is, through.
mercy, free from confiderable ailments, but I have
a foul that requires furgeon’s work continually—
there is fome tumor to be difcuffed or laid open,
fome diflocation to be reduced, fome fraure to be
healed almoft daily. It is my great mercy, that
One who is infallible in fkill, who exercifes inceffant
care and boundlefs compaffion towards all his pa-
tients, has undertaken my cafe ; and complicated as
it is, I dare not doubt his making a perfeét cure,
Yet, alas! 1 too often difcover fuch impatience,
diftruft and complaining, when under his hand, am

fo
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{o apt to find fault with the in/firuments he is pleafed
to make ufe of, fo ready to think the falutary
wounds he makes unneceflary, or too large; in a
word, I fhew fuch a promptnefs to centrol, were I
able, or to dire& his gperations, that were not his
patience beyond expreffien, he would before now
have given me up. 1 am perfuaded, no money
would induce Mr, ——, to attend upon 2 patient
whe fhould a& towards him, as 1 have towards
my beft pbyfician. Sometimes I indulge a hope
that I am growing wifer, and think furely, after
{fuch innumerable proofs as Ihave had, that he does
all things well, 1 fhall now be fatisfied to leave
myfclf quietly and without referve to his difpofal.
A thoufand fuch furrenders I have made, and a
thoufand times 1 have interpretatively retracted them.
Yet @ill he is gracious. O, how fhall I praife him
at laft !

1 thank you for your letter; I never receive one
from you without pleafure, and 1 believe, feldom
without profit, at leaft, for the time. 1 believe
with you, that there is much of the proper and
defigned efficacy of the gofpel myftery which I have
not yet experienced—And I f uppofe, they who are
advanced far beyond me in the divine life, judge
the fame of their utmoft prefent attainments. = Yet
I have no idea of any permanent fate in this life,
that thall make my experience ceafe to be a ftate of
warfare and humiliation. At my firft fetting out,
indeed, I thought to be better, and to feel myfelf

etter from year to year; 1 expelted by degrees to
attain every thing, which I hen comprized
my
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my idea of a faint. I thought my grain of grace,
by much diligence and careful improvement, would
in time amount to a pound, that pound in a farther
fpace of time to a talent, and then I hoped to
increafe from one talent to many, fo that fuppofing
the Lord fhould fpare me a competent number of
years, I pleafed myfelf with the thought of dying
rich—But alas, thefe my golden expe&ations have
been like South-Sea dreams, I have lived hitherto
a poor finner, and I believe I fhall die one. Have
T then gained nothing by waiting upon the Lord ?
Yes, I have gained that, which I once would ra-
ther have been without, fuch accumulated proofs
of the deceitfulnefs and defperate wickednefs of my
heart, as I hope, by the Lord’s blefing, has in
fome meafure taught me to know what I mean,
when I fay, Behold, I am vile! And in conne&ion
with this, I have gained fuch experience of the
wifdom, power and compaffion of my Redeemer,
the need, the worth of his blood, righteoufnefs, at-
tention and intercefion—the glory that he difplays,
in pardoning iniquity and fin, and paffing by the
tranfgreflion of the remnant of his heritage, that
my foul cannot but cry out, Who is a God like
unto thee !—"Thus if 1 have any meaner thoughts
of myfelf, Ezek. xvi. 63. and any higher thoughts
of him than I had twenty years ago, I have reafon
to be thankful ; every grain of this experience is
worth mountains of gold. And if, by his mercy, 1
fhall yet fink more in my own cfteem, and he will
be pleafed to rife ftill more glorious to my eyes,

and more precious to my heart; I expeét it will
be
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be much in the fame way—I was afhamed when I
began to feek him, I am more afhamed now, and
I expe& to be molt of all athamed, when he fhall
appear to deftroy my laft encmy. But O, I may
rejoice in him, to think that he will not be athamed
of me.

I am, dear Sir,

Yours, &c.

A s
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LET.TER IV

My pEAR Sir, May 19, 1775.
I HOPE you will find the Lord prefent at all

times, and in all places. When it is fo, we are
at home every where, when it is otherwife, home is
a prifon and abroad a wildernefs. I know what I
ought to defire, and what I do defire. 1 point him
out to others as the all in all ; I efteem him as fuch
in my own judgement—but alas ! my experience
abounds with complaints. He is my fun, but
clouds, and fometimes walls, intercept him from my
view.—He is my ftrength, yet I am prone to lean
upon reeds. He is my friend, but on my part there
is fuch coldnefs and ingratitude, as no other friend
could bear. But fill he is gracious, and fhames
me with his repeated multiplied goodnefs. O, for
a warmer heart, a more fimple dependance, a more
altive zeal! a more fenfible deliverance from the
effets of this body of fin and death., He helps me
in my endeavors, to keep the vineyards of others ;
but alas, my own does not feem to flourith as fome
do around me. However, though I cannot fay I
labor more abundantly than they all, I have reafon
to fay with thankfulnefs, by the grace of God I
am what I am. My poor ftory would foon be
much worfe, did not he fupport, reftrain and watch
over me every minute. Let me intreat your praifes
and prayers, on the behalf of me and mine; and
may the Lord blefs you and yours with an increafe
in cvery good. I am, deareft Sir,
Your moft affe@ionate,
and obliged fervant,
EE T
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LETTER V.

My DEAR SIR, September 2, 1776,

HE young woman I fpoke of is ftill living,

and not much weaker than when I left her.

The Lord was pleafed to relieve her on Tuefday
evening, and fthe was comfortable the remainder of
the week. But yefterday her conflilts returned, and
fhe was in great diftrefs. The enemy, who always
fights againft the peace of the Lord’s children, finds
great advantage againft them when their fpirits are
weakened and worn down by long illnefs, and is
often permitted to affault them. The reafons are
hidden from us, but they are doubtlefs worthy of
his wifdom and love, and they terminate in victory
to the praife of his glorious grace, which is more
fignally manifeffed by his leading them fafely
through fire and water, than if their path was al-
ways fmooth. He is fovereign in his difpenfations,
and appoints fome of his people to trials and exer-
cifes, to which others, perhaps, are ftrangers all their
days. Believers are foldiers ; all foldiers by their
profeflion are engaged to fight, if called upon; but
who fhall be called to fuftain the hotteft fervice,
and be moft frequently expofed upon the field
of battle, depends upon the will of the general or
king. Some of our foldiers are now upon hard
fervice in America, while others are {tationed round
the palace, fee the king’s face daily, and have no
dangers or hardfhips to encounter. Thefe, how-
ever,
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ever, are as liable to a call as the others; but if
not called upon, they may enjoy with thankfulnefs
the more eafy poft affigned them. Thus, the Cap-
tain of our Salvation allots to his foldiers fuch
ftations as he thinks proper. He has a right to
employ whom he will, and where he will. Some
are comparatively at eafe. They are not expofed
to the fierceft onfets, but live near his prefence ;
others are, to appearance, prefled above meafure,
beyond {trength, fo that they defpair even of life;
yet they are fupported, and in the end made more
than conquerors through him who hath loved them.
Long obfervation convinces me, that the tempta-
tions which fome endure, are not chaftifements
brought upon them by unfaithfulnefs, or for any
t}mw remarkably wrong in their fpmt or walk ; I
often rather confider that in bss. warfare, as in
worldly wars, the poft of danger and difficulty is
the poft of honm, and as fuch affigned to thofe
whom he has favored with a peculiar meafure of-
his grace. This young woman, in particular, was
always from her firft aw.lkemng remarkably humble
and fpiritual, and pofle fled of a broken and contrite
fpirit. I never faw her in a wrong fpirit, or heard
her fpeak an unadvifed word. Yet I believe it is
impoffible to exprefs the agonies fhe has endured.
The effe of them is vifible. Her animal frame
was unable to fuftain the burden. I belicve they
were the immediate caufe of that. illnefs which is
now bringing her down to the grave. I doubt not
but thefe cn{es depend, in a great meafure, upon
conftitution ; but thcn the temperament of our
bodies depends upon his pleafure ; for if the very
hairs

e ——
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hairs of our head are numbered, it is impoflible that
thofe circumftances of our frame, which, by the
near connefion between body and foul, have a
powerful influence upon the ftate of our minds,
can efcape his notice. = He could cure fuch
bodily diforders as -affect the peace of his people
in a moment, yet he does not, though he loves
them. There muft be, therefore, wife reafons why
he does not, and though we know them not now,
we fhall know them hereafter. Poflibly fome fuf-
fer for the inftru&ion of the reft, that we may
learn to be more thankful to him for the peace we
enjoy, and to be more humbly dependant upon him
for the continuance of it. The Lord’s way is in
the deep, and his path in the great waters, untrace-
able by our feeble reafonings, but faith brings in a
good report. We need not doubt bm he does all
things well, and in duc time we fhall fee it. In
the mean while he checks our vain enquiries, and
calls upon us to be ftill and know that he is God.

I brought home with me a thankful fenfe of th
kindnefs and friendfhip I am favored with from you
and all yours.. I account this conneétion oné of
ths great comforts of my life, and I hope it has
bncn and will be, not onl} pleafant but profitable
to me. Though I am but an unapt {cholar, 1 hope
I am not unwilling to learn, and the Lord in his
merciful providence appoints me many teachers.
There is little praife due to us, if we either com-
municate or receive benefit in our intercourfe with
our fellow-difciples. In both we are but inftru-
ments under the influence of a higher hand. Were
Chriftians to meet together without their Lord, they

would
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would either trifle or quarrel their time away. But
as he has faid, where two or three are met, there
am I in the midft of them, we may well be glad of
opportunities of coming together. And though, for
my own part, I am fo poor an improver of {uch
feafons, that the recolle&ion of them, when paft,
is generally’ accompanied with fhame and regret';
yet he is gracious and merciful, and feldom leaves
me to complain that they were wholly in vain.

I am, deareft Sir,

Your’s, &c.

LET-
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LETTER: VL

My DEAR Sig, Fuly 22, 1777.

THE complaints you make of what pafles witlin,
encourage me under what I fecl myfelf. Indeed, if
thofe whom I have reafon to believe are more fpi-
ritual and humble than I am, did not give fome
teftimony that they find their hearts made of the
fame materials as mine is, I fhould be fometimes
hard put to it to believe that I have any part or lot
in the matter, or any real knowledge of the life of
faith.  But this concurrent teftimony of many wit-
nefles, confirms me in what I think the feripture
plainly teaches, that the foil of human nature,
though many fpots are certainly better weeded,
planted and manured than others, is every where
the fame, univerfally bad ; fo bad that it cannot be
worle, and of itfelf is only capable of producing
noxious weeds, and nourifhing venomous creatures,
We often fee the effects of culture, fkill and expence
will make a garden where all was defart before.
When Jefus the good hufbandman enclofes a foil,
and feparates it from the wafte of the world, to make
it a refidence for himfelf, a change prefently takes
place; itis planted and watered from above, and
vifited with beams infinitely more chearing and
fertilizing than thofe of the material fun~But its
natural propenfity to bring forth weeds ftill con-

X, 1. M tinues,
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tinues, and one half of his difpenfations may be
compared to a company of weeders, whom he fends
forth into his garden to pluck up all which he has
not planted with his own hand, and which, if left
to grow, would quickly overpower and overtop the
reft. But,alas ! the ground is fo impregnated with
evil feeds, and they fhoot in fuch quick fucceffion,
that if this weeding work were not conftantly re-
peated, all former labor would be loft, binc ille

dachryme, Hence arifes the neceflity of daily croffes

and difappointments, daily changes of frame, and
fuch multiplied convitions, that we are nothing and
can do nothing of ourfelves; all are needful and
barely fufficient to prevent our hearts from being
over-run with pride, felf-dependance and fecurity.

Your much-indebted

And affe&tionate fervant,
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My DEAR SIR, Nov. 6,1777.

OU fay you are more difpofed to cry miferere

than hballelujah—Why not both ‘together ?
When the treble is praife, and heart-humiliation
for the bafe, the melody is pleafant, and the har-
mony good. ‘However, if not both together, we
muit have them alternately ; not all finging, not
all fighing, but an interchange and balance, that
we may be neither lifted too high, nor caft down
too low, which would be the cafe if we were
very comfortable or very forrowful for a long con-
tinuance. But though we change, the Savior
changes not. All our concerns are in his hands,
and therefore fafe. His path is in the deep waters,
his thoughts and methods of conduét are as high
above ours, as the heavens are high above the
earth, and he often takes a courfe for accomplifh-
ing his purpofes, diretly contrary to what our
marrow views would prefcribe. He wounds in
order to heal, kills that he may make alive, cafts
down when he defigns to raife, brings a death
upon our -feelings, wifhes and profpeéts, when he
is about to give us the defire of our hearts—thefe
things he does to prove us, but he himfelf knows
and has determined before-hand what he will do!
The proof indeed ufually turns out to our fhame;
impatience and unbelief fhew their heads, and
prompt us to fuppofc this and the other thing, yea,
M2 perhaps

%
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perhaps all things are againft us, to queftion whe-
ther he be with us and for us, or not. But it
iffues likewife in the praife of his goodnefs, when
we find that, maugre all our unkind complaints and
fufpicions, he is ftill working wonderfully for us,
caufing light to fhine out of darknefs, and doing us
good in defiance of ourfelves.

Iam, my dear Sir,

Moft affeCtionately your’s.

LET-
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L ETT ER: VL

To Mz. Be——e, JuN.

DEar Sir, Aug. 24, 1774

H E lownefs of your voice, and a blameable
abfence of mind on my part, prevented me
from underftanding what you faid when you took
your leave of me; nor did I juft at that inflant
recollect that you were fo foon going away. I could
not otherwife have parted with you, without a par-
ticular expreflion of my warmeft wifhes for your
welfare, and commending you with an emotion,
which my heart always feels for you, to our God,
and the word of his grace. Permit me therefore,
by writing to aflure you, fo far as I can anfwer for
myfelf, that the requeft you were pleafed to make
for my remembrance, will not be forgotten by me.
You are going abroad ; you will carry with you,
I doubt not, the beft advice, ftrengthened by the
authority - and affeftion of parents, whom you
greatly love and greatly reverence. This may feem
to make any thing a ftranger can offer unneceflary,
if not impertinent. Yet confiding in your candor,
and in your good opinion of my intention, [ fhall
venture to let my pen run on a little longer. Not
only my wifthes, but my hopes are ftrong in your
behalf. Perhaps there is hardly a young man in
the kingdom, born to a fortune, who is fetting out
in life upon equal advantages with yourfelf. How
M 3 many
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many at your years, who have been brought up
in affluence, are unprincipled, uninftruéted, and
have already entered upon a courfe of diffipation
and folly, in which it is impoffible they themfelves:
can find fatisfaCion, and which (unlefs they are
reclaimed from it by an Almighty arm) will infal-
libly preclude them from ufefulnefs or efteem !
Whereas your. early. years have been fuccefsfully
employed in the purfuit of knowledge, and your
education formed under the moft animating and en-
dearing influence ;. and the Lord has furnifhed you
with every natural ability of body and mind, which
may qualify you to ferve him in that fituation of
life,, which his-providence has allotted you,

What may I not then further hope from thefe
beginnings, efpecially as it is ealy to obferve that
he has given you an amiable and promifing difpofi-
tion of fpirit, and has not only preferved you from
being hurried down the:ftream of a giddy world,
but enabled you to account the tender reftraint
under which you have been educated, not a yoke,
but a privilege.

1 fympaihize with you at what you will feel;
when you are firft feparated from your happy fa-
mily : But the Lord God, whois the fun and fhield
of thofe who fear him, will be always near you r
His favor is the one thing needful, which no out-
ward advantages can compenfate the want of ; and:
the right knowledge of him is the one thing need-
ful, which no human teaching can communicate.

Were I more intimate with you, I could have
afked the queftion, and perhaps-received. the fatis-
faction to. know. that. you. have already begun to

confider
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confider him in this light ; that you feel a vanity
in fcience, an emptinefs in creatures, and find that
you have defires, which only He who gave them
can fatisfy. I truft it either is, or will be thus.
As to learning, though it is ufeful when we know
how to make a right ufe of it, yet confidered as in
our own power, and to thofe who truft to it, with-
out feeking a fuperior guidance, it is ufually the
fource of perplexity, ftrife, fcepticifm and infide-
lity. It is indeed like a fword ina madman’s hands,
which gives him the more opportunity of hurting
himfelf and others. As to what the world calls
pleafure, . there is fo little in it, that even the philo-
fophers of old, or many of them, though they had
little of value to fubftitute in its room, could de-
fpife it. You will perhaps meet with fome, who
will talk another language, who will pretend to be
too wife to fubmit to-the Bible, and too happy in
worldly things, to expeft or defire any happinefs
befide. But I truft you have feen enough to enable
you to treat fuch perfons with the pity, and fuch
pretenfions with the contempt they deferve.

Should we fet our con¢érns with an eternal world
afide for 2 moment, it would be eafy to demonftrate
that religion is neceffary, in order to make the moft
of this life, and to enjoy temporal good with the
higheft relith. In fuch a world as this, where we
are every moment liable to fo many unforefeen and
unavoidable contingencies, a man without religion,
may be compared to a fhip in a ftorm, without either
rudder, anchor, or pilot. But then, the religion
which only deferves the name, muft come from
above ; it muft be fuited to the ftate and wants of a

M 4 finner,
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finner, it muft be capable of comforting the heart,
it muft take away the fting and dread of death, and
fix our confidence upon one who is always able to
help us.  Such is the religion of Jefus, fuch are
its effects, and fuch are the criteria, whereby we are
to judge of the various forms and fchemes under
which it is propofed to us. ButI forbear; I am
only reminding you of what you know, and what
you have known to be verified by /lwing and dying
examples. 'This happinefs, my dear Sir, is open
to you, to all who feek. He is enthroned in heaven,
but prayer will bring him down to the heart. In-
dced he is always beforehand with us, and if we
fecl one defire towards him, we may accept it as a
token that he gave it us, to encourage usto afk
for more.

May he be your guide and guard, be with you at
all times, and in all places, and bring you back to
your father’s houfe in peace. - Should I live to fee
that day, you have few friends whofe congratula-
tions would be warmer or more fincere than mine.
And if when you are fettled and at leifure, you will
afford me a letter, it will be both a pleafure and a
favor to, dear Sir,

Your affetionate friend and fervant.

LET-
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L E . L Rl TX,
To Miss M—— B———o,

My pearR Miss M——, Nov. 11, 1775,

UR late vifit to was very pleafant to

myfelf ; if any thing that pafled was of fer-
vice to you, we know to whom the thanks are due.
For we can neither communicate or receive any
thing, but fo far as he is pleafed to enable us.
One reafon why he often difappoints us is, that we
may learn to depend on him alone. We are prone,
as you obferve, to reft too much upon fenfible com-
forts, yet they are very defirable; only as to the
meafure and feafons, it is well to be fubmiffive to
his will, to be thankful for them when we have
them, and humbly waiting for them when we have
them not. They are not, however, the proper
ground of our hope; a good hope fprings from
fuch a fenfe of our wants, and fuch a perfuafion of
his power and grace, as engages the heart to venture
upon the warrant of his promifes, to truft in him
for falvation. In a fenfe, we are often hindering
him by our impatience and unbelief; but ftrictly
fpeaking, when he really begins the good work,
and gives us a defire which will be fatisfied with
nothing fhort of himfelf, be will not be hindered
from carrying it on, for he has faid, I will work and
none fhall let it. Ah, had it depended upon my-
felf, upon my wifdom or faithfulnefs, I thould have

hindered him to purpofe, and ruined myfelf long
M ;s ago.
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ago. How often have 1 grieved and refifted his
Spirit ! But kereby 1 have learned more of his pa-
tience and tendernefs than I could otherwife have
known. He knows our frame, and what effeéls our
evil nature fomented by the artifices of Satan will
have ; he fees us from: firft to'laft, A thoufand evils.
arife in our hearts,.a thoufand 'wrongnefles in our
condu&, which as-they do arife are new to our-
felves, and perhaps at fometimes we were ready ta-
think we were incapable of fuch things; but none
of them are: new to him,.to whom paft, prefent.
and future are the fame. The forefight of them-
did not prevent his calling us by his: grace.—
Though he knew we were vile, and fhould prove
ungrateful and unfaithful, yet he would be found of*
us, he would knock at the door of our hcarts and"
cain himfelf anentrance. Nor fhall they prevent
hxs aaomp]xﬂm*g his gracious purpefe. It is our:
part to Be. abafed before him, and quietly to hope:
and wait for his falvation in. the ufe of his ap-
pointed means. The power, fuccefs and blefling:
are wholly from himfelf. To make us more fen-
fible of this, he often withdraws from our percep--
tions, and as in the abfence of-the fun the wild.
beafts of the foreft roam abroad ; fo when Jefus
hides himfelf, we prefently perceive what is in our
hearts, and what a poor fhift we can make without;
him. When he returns, his light chafes the evils.
away, and we are well again. However, they are
not dead when moft controlled by his prefence.

It is your great and fingular mercy,.my; dear.
Mifs, that he bas taught you to feek him fo early,
in life.  You are entercd in the way of falvation,
but you muft not expe&t all at once. The work

of
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of grace is compared to the corn and to a building ;
the growth of the one, and the carrying forward of
the other, are gradual. In a building, for inftance,
if it be large, there is much to be done in preparing
and laying the foundation, before the walls appear
above ground; much is doing within when the
work does not feem perhaps to advance without,
and when it is confiderably forward, yet being en-
cumbered with fcaffolds and rubbifh, a bye-ftander
fees it at a great difadvantage, and can form but
an imperfe& judgment of it. But all this while
the archite& himfelf, even from the laying of the
firft ftone, conceives of it according to the plan
and defign he has formed ; he prepares and adjufts
the materials, difpofing each in its proper time and
place, and views it in idea as already finithed. In
due feafon it is compleated, but not ina day.. The
top-ftone is fixed, and then the fcaffolds and rub--
bith being remeved, it appears to others as he
intended it fhould be. Men, indeed, often plan:
what for want of fkill or ability, or from unfore-
feen difappointments, they are unable to execute,
But nothing can difappoint the heavenly Builder,,
nor will he ever be reproached with forfaking the
work of his own hands, or beginning that which
he could not, or would not accomplith, Phil. i.
6. Let us therefore be thankful for beginnings,.
and patiently wait the event. His enemies flrive
to retard the work, as they did when the Jews, by
his order, fet about re-building the temple. Yet it:
was finifhed in defiance of them all,.
Believe me to be
Your affetionate and obliged fervant.

M:6 L E T-




252 LETTERS T QO

LETTER.X.

My pearR Miss Me——, April 29, 1776.

THANK you for your laft : and I rejoice in
the Lord’s goodnefs to you. To be drawn by
love, exempted from thofe diftrefling terrors and
temptations which fome are befet with; to be fa-
vored with the ordinances and means of grace, and
connefled with thofe, and with thofe enly, who are
difpofed and qualified to allilt and encourage you in
feeking the Savior; thefe are pcculiar privileges,
which all concur in your cafe ; he loves you, he
deals gently with you, he provides well for you,
and accompanies every outward privilege with his
fpecial blefling. And I truft he will lead you on
from ftrength to ftrength, and fhew you flill greater
things than you have yet feen. ‘They whom he
teaches, are always increafing in knowledge both of
themfelves and of him. The heart is deep, and
like Ezekiel's vifion, prefents fo many chambers of
imagery one within another, that it requires tine
to get a confiderable acquaintance with it, and we
fhall never know it thoroughly. It is now more
than 28 years fince the Lord began to open mine
to my own view, and from that time to this, almoft
every day has difcovered to me fomething, which
till then was unobferved ; and the farther I go, the
more 1 feem convinced that 1 have entered but a
little way. A perfon that travels in fome parts of
Derbyfhire, may eafily be fatisfied that the country
1s
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is cavernous—but how large, how deep, how nu-
merous the caverns may be, which are hidden from
us by the furface of the ground, and what is con-
tained in them, are queftions, which our niceft en-
quirers cannot fully anfwer—Thus I judge of my
heart, that it is very deep and dark, and full of
evil, but as to particulars, I know not one of a
thoufand.

And if our own hearts are beyond our compre-
henfion, how much more incomprehenfible is the
heart of Jefus. If fin abounds in us, grace and
love fuperabound in him ; his ways and thoughts are
higher than ours, as the heavens are higher than the
earth. His love has a height, and depth, and Jength,
and breadth, that pafleth all knowledge, and his
riches of grace are unfearchable riches, Epbe/. iii. 8,
18, 19. All that we have received, or can receive
from him, or know of him in this life, compared
with what he 75 in himfelf, or what he bas for us,
is but as the drop of a bucket compared with the
ocean, or a fingle ray of light in refpect of the
fun. The waters of the fantuary flow to us at
firft almott upon a level, ankle deep, fo graciouily
does the Lord condefcend to our weaknefs; but
they rife as we advance, and conftrain us to cry out
with the Apoftle, O the depth! We find before us,
as Dr. Watts beautifully expreffes it,

A fea of love and grace unknown,
Without a bottom or a fhore.

O the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift. It
will be growing upon us through time, yea, 1 be-
lieve through eternity. What an aftonifhing and

3 what
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what a chearing thought, that this high and lofty
One fhould unite himfelf to our nature, that fo in
a way worthy of his adorable perfe&tions, he might
by his Spirit unite us to himfelf. Could fuch a
thought have arifen in our hearts, without the
warrant of his word, (but it is a thought which
no created mind was capable of conceiving, till he
revealed it), it would have been prefumption and
blafphemy ; but now he has made it known, it is
the foundation of our hope, and an inexhauftible
fpring of life and joy. Well may we fay, Lord
what is man, that thou fhouldft thus vifit him !

Lam, fincerely,

Your obliged and affe@ionate fervant.

EE T
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E faw no danger upon the road homeward,.

but my judgment tells me we are always
upon the brink ef danger, though we fee it not,
and that without the immediate proteftion and care
of him who preferveth the ftars in their courfes,
there could be no travelling fafely a few miles, nor
even fitting in fafety by the fire-fide. But with him
we are fafe in all places and circamftances, till our
race is done, and his gracious purpofes concerning
us, in the prefent life, are complearly anfwered—
then he will call us home that we may fee his face,
and be with him for ever, and then it will not
much fignify what meflenger he fhall: be pleafed to-
fend for us.

While he took care of us abroad, he watched
over our concerns at home likéwife, fo that we
feund all well upon our return, and met with no-
thing to grieve us. Many go out and return home
no more,.and many find diftrefling things have
happened in their abfence ; but we have to fet up
our Ebenezar, and to fay, Hitherto he has helped
us, . Affift me to praife him.—The Lord is leading
you in the good old way,.in which:you may per-
ceive the footfteps of his flock whe have gone be-
fore you. ‘They had in their day the fame diffi-
culties, . fears and complaints as we have, and
through mercy:.we partake of the fame confolation

vwhich

= Sept. 3, 17-6.
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which fupported and refrefhed them. And the
promifes which they trufted and found faithful,
are equally fure to us. It is fill true that they
who believe fhall never be confounded. If left to
ourfelves we fhould have built upon fand, but he
has provided and revealed a fure foundation, re-
moved our natural prejudices againtt it, and now,
though rains and floods and ftorms affault our
building, it cannot fall, for it is founded upon a
rock. The fufpicions and fears which arife in an
awakened mind, proceed, in a good meafure, from
remaining unbelief, but not wholly fo; for there
is a jealoufy and diffidence of ourfelves, a warinefs
owing to a fenfe of the deceitfulnefs of our hearts,
which is a grace and a gift of the Lord. Some
people who have much zeal, but are deftitute of
this jealous fear, may be compared to a fhip that
fpreads a great deal of fail, but is not properly bal-
lafted, and is therefore in danger of being overfet
whenever a florm comes. A fincere perfon has
many reafons for dif’truﬂing his own judgment;
is fenfible of the vaft importance of the cafe, and
afraid of too haftily concluding in his own favor,
and therefore not eafily fatisfied. However, this
fear, though ufeful, efpecially to young beginners,
is not comfortable ; and they who fimply wait upon
Jefus, are gradually freed from it, in proportion as
their knowledge of him, and their experience of
his goodnefs, increafes, He has a time for fettling.
and eftablithing them in himfelf, and his time is
beft. We are hafty, and weuld be fatisfied at once,
but his word is, Tarry thou the Lord’s leifure.
"The work of grace is not like Jonah’s gourd, which

fprang
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fprang up and flourifhed in a night, and as quickly
withered, but rather like the oak, which, from a
little acorn and a tender plant, advances with an
almoft imperceptible growth from year to year, till
it becomes a broad, fpreading and deep-rooted tree,
and then it ftands for ages. The Chriftian oak
thall grow and flourith for ever. When I fee any
foon after they appear to be awakened, making a
fpeedy profeflion of great joy, before they have a
due acquaintance with their own hearts, I am in
pain for them. I am not forry to hear them after-
wards complain that their joys are gone, and they
are almoft at their wit’s end, for without fome fuch
check, to make them feel their weaknefs and de-
pendance, I feldom find them turn out well—either
their fervor infenfibly abates, till they become quite
cold, and fink into the world again (of which I
have feen many inftances) or, if they do not give
up all, their walk is uneven, and their {pirit has not
that favor of brokennefs and true humility which
is a chief ornament of our holy profefion. 1If they
do not feel the plague of their hearts at firft, they
find it out afterwards, and too often manifeft it to
others. Therefore, though I know the Spirit of
the Lord is free, and will not be confined to our
rules, and there may be excepted cafes, yet, in ge-
neral, I believe the old proverb, Soft and fair goes
fary will hold good in Chriftian experience. Let
us be thankful for the beginnings of grace, and
wait upon our Savior patiently for the increafe.
And as we have chofen him for our phyfician, let
us commit ourfelves to his management, and not
prefcribe
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prefcribe to him what he fhall prefcribe for us. He
knows us, and he loves us better than we do our-
felves, and will do all things well.

You fay, ¢ It never came with power and life to
my foul, that he died for me.” If you mean, you
never had any extraordinary fudden manifeftation,
fomething like a vifion or a voice from heaven,
confirming it to you, I can fay the fame. Butl
know he died for finners; I know I am a finner:
I know he invites them that are ready to perith ; L
am fuch a one : I know, upon his own invitation,
I have committed myfelf to him ; and I know, by
the effets, that he has been with me hitherto,.
otherwife I fhould have been an apoftate long ago.
And therefore I know that he died. for me ; for had:
he been pleafed to kill me (as he juftly might have
done) he would not have thewn me fuch things.
as thefe.

If T muft perifh,. would the Lord:

Have taught my heart to love his word ?°
Would he have giv’n me eyes to fee

My danger and my remedy ?

Reveal’d his name, and bid me pray,
Had he refolv’d to fay me nay ?

T’ know that I am a child, becaufe he teaches me-
to fay Abba, Father. I know that I am Ais, be-
caufe he has enabled me to chufe him for mizne.
For fuch a choice and defire could never have taken
place in my heart, if he had not placed it there-
himfelf. By nature I was too blind to know him,
too proud to truft him, too obftinate to ferve him,.

too
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too bafe-minded to love him. The enmity I was
‘filled with againft his government, righteoufnefs
and grace, was too ftrong to be fubdued by any
power but his own. The love I bear him is but
a faint and feeble fpark, but it is an emanationfrom
himfelf. He kindled it, and he keeps it alive ; and
becaufe it is his work, I truft many waters fhall
not quench it,
I have only room to affure you, that Iam

Your obliged,

And affe@ionate friend.
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TO THE

Rev. Mr., R—m—,

Sy ey I P
My DEAR SIRr, April 15, 1776

I OF T EN-rejoice on your behalf. Your call
.out of the world, was a fingular comfortable in-
ftance of the power of grace. And when I con-
fider the difficulties and fnares of your fituation,
and that you have been kept in the middle path,
preferved from undue compliances on the one hand,
and unneceflary fingularities on the other, I cannot
doubt but the Lord has hitherto helped and guided
you. Indeed you have need of his guidance, At
‘your years, and with your expeCtations in life,
your health firm, and your natural fpirits lively,
you are expofed to many fnares. Yet if the Lord
keeps you fenfible of your danger, and dependant
upen him, you will walk fafely. Your fecurity,
fuccefs and comfort, depend upon him; and in

the
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the way of means, chiefly upon your being pre-
ferved in an humble fenfe of your own weaknefs,
It is written, Fear not, I am with thee. Itis writ-
ten again, Blefled is the man who feareth always.
There is a perfet harmony in thofe feemingly dif-
ferent texts, May the wifdom that cometh from
above, teach you and me to keep them both united
in our view. If the Lord be with us, we have
no caufe of fear, His eye is upon us, his arm over
us, his ear open to our prayer. His grace fufficient,
his promife unchangeable. Under his proteion,
though the path of duty fhould lie through fire and
water, we may chearfully and confidently purfue it.
On the other hand, our hearts are fo deceitful,
fallible and frail, our fpiritual enemies fo fubtle,
watchful and powerful, and they derive fo many
advantages from the occafions of every day, in
which we are unavoidably and unexpectedly con-
cerned ; there is fo much combuftible within, and
fo many temptations arifing from without, capable
of fetting all in a flame; that we cannot be too
jealous of ourfelves and our circumftances. The
Duke of Devonthire’s motto (if I miftake not) well
fuits the Chriftian, Cavendo tutus. 'When we can
fay in the Pfalmift’s fpirit, Hold thou me up, we
may warrantably draw his conclufion; and I fhall
be fafe ; but the moment we lean to our own un-
derftanding, we are in imminent danger of falling.
The enemy who wars againft our fouls, is a con~
fummate mafter in his way, fertile in ftratagems,
and equally fkilful in carrying on his aflaults by
fap, or by ftorm. He ftudies us, if I may fo fay,
all round, to difcover our weak fides, and he is a

very
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very Proteus for changing his appearances, and can
appearas a {ly ferpent, a roaring lion, or an Angel
of light, as beft fuits his purpofe. It is a great
mercy, to be in fome meafure acquainted with his
devices, and aware of them. T hey who wait
humbly upon the Lord, and COH(H'E carefully
his word and throne of grace, arc made wifer 'lm
their enemy, and enabled to c( ape and withftand
his wiles. [ know you will not expe&t me to apo-
logize for putting you in mind of thefe things,
though you know them. I have a double warrant,
the love I bear you, and the Lord’s command, Feb.
iii. 13. Ufe the like freedom with me, I need it,
and hope to be thankful for it, and accept it as on
of the beft proofs of friendthip.

The Lord blefs and keep you. Pray for us, and
1€ {0 L‘

‘:.".,v-, m Cy

Sinccrc?y yours,

NorL I, N | A 2 2N
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My DEAR SIR, Fuly 13, 1776.

HE Lord, who mercifully called you out of

a ftate of thoughtlefs diflipation, and has
hitherto been with you, will I truft fweeten all your
trials, and caufe his light to fhine upon your paths.
It feems probable, that if you pay a juft regard to
your father’s negative, which I really think he has
a right to expet from you, and at the fame time
make a fteady and confcientious ufe of that ne=
gative, which he generoufly allows you to put upon
his propofals, to which I think you have an equal
right; 1 fay, while things remain in this fituation,
and you continue to think differently, it feems
probable, that the hour of your exchanging a fingle
for the marriage ftate, is yet at fome diftance. But
let not this grieve you. The Lord is all-fufficient
—a lively fenfe of his love, a deep impreflion of
eternity, a heart filled with zeal for his caufe, and
a thirft for the good of fouls, will I hope enable
you to make a chearful facrifice, of whatever has
no neceflary connexion with your peace and his
fervice. And youmay reft affured, that whenever
he, who loves you better than you do yourfelf, fees
it belt for you upon the whole to change your con-
dition, he will bring it about, he will point out
the perfon, prepare the means, and fecure the fuc-
cefs, by his providence and the power he has over
every heart. And you fhall fee that all previous
difficul-
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difficulties were either gracious preventions which
he threw in the way, to prevent )our taking a
wrong ftep, or temporary bars, which, by his re-
moving them afterwards, thould give you oppor-
tunity of more clearly perceiving his care and in-
terpofition in your favour. In the mean time re-
member yoar ‘high calling—You are a minifter
and ambaflador of Chrift, your are imrvf'tcd with
the moft honorable and important employment, that
can engage and animate the heart of m:

(“"\

9
/

p.’) \eTar, ¢v TsTors 1o, sTimeve adrels. ¥

Filled and fired with a conflraining fenfe of the
love of Jefus, and the worth of fouls, imprefled
with ‘an ardor to carry war into Satan’s kingdom,
to ftorm his ftrongholds, and refcue his captives
you will have little leifure to think of ?n}‘ thin
elfe. How does the love of glory ftimulate the
foldier, make him forget and forego a thoufand
perfonal tenderneffes, and prompt him to crofs
oceans, to traverfe defarts, to fcale mountains, and
plunge

o

into the g.cat(ﬁ* hardfhips and the thickeft

dangers. They do it for a corruptible crown, a
puft’ of breath, an empty fame ; their higheft prof-
pect is the applaufe and favor of their prince. We
likewife are foldiers, we have a prince and captain
who deferves our all.  They who know him, and
have hearts to conceive of his excel llence, and to
feel their obligations to him, cannot indeed feck
their own glor\, but his glor', 1s dearer to them
than a thoufand lives. T hey owe him their fouls,
for he redeemed them with blood » his own blood ;

* 1 Tim.iv. e,

N » ,
4 -~ iR d

)




268 LET.TE RS ,TQ,

and by his grace he fubdued and pardoned them
when they were rebels, and in arms againft him.
Therefore they are not their own, they would not

c their own. When his ftandard is raifed, when
his enemies are in motion, when his people are to
be refcued—they go forth clothed with his panoply,
they fight under his eye, they are fure of his fup-
port, and he fhews them the conqueror’s crown,
O when they think of that tv d'she ayale, * with
which he has promifed to welcome them home,
when the campaign is over, hard things feem eafy,
and bitter things {weet, they count nothing, not
even their own lives dear, fo that they may finifth
their courfe with joy. May the Lord make us thus
minded. Give us a hearty concern for bis bufinefs,
and he has engaged to take care of ours, and no-
thing that can conduce to our real comfort and
ulefulnefs, fhall be with-held. 3

Believe me to be fincerely your’s.

# Well done good fervant.

LET-
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LB Tk 1,

My pear Friexp, Dec. 21,177

OUR lettér brought me tidings of joy, and

then furnifhed me with materials for a bon-
fire upon the occafion. It was an a& of paffive
obedience to burn it, but T did obey. I congratu-
late you upon the happy iflue to which the Lord
has brought your affairs. I fee that his good Spirit
and good providence have been and are with you.
I doubt not but your union with Mifs ———, will
be a mutual blefling, and, on your part, heightened
by being connefted with fuch a family. 1 could
enlarge upon this head, if my letter likewife was to
be burnt as foon as you have read it, 1 look upon
the friendfhip the Lord has given me there, as
one of my prime privileges, and I hope I fthall al-
ways be thankful that it proved a means of intro-
ducing you into it. '

I congratulate you likewife upon your acceflion
to » not becaufe it is a good living, in a
genteel neighbourhood, and a fine country ; but be-
caufe 1 believe the Lord fends you there for ful-
filling the defires he has given you, of being ufeful
to fouls. Church preferment, in any other view, is
dreadful, and I would as foon congratulate a man
upon feeing a mill-flone tied about his neck, to
fink him into the depths of the fea, as upon his
obtaining what is called a good living, except I
thought him determined to fpend and be fpent in

N 3 the
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the caufe of the gofpel. A parith is an awful
mill- ftone indeed, to thofe who fee nothing valuable
in the flock, but the fleece. But the Lord has im-
prefied your heart with a fenfe of the glory and
importance of his truth, and the worth of fouls,
and animated your zeal by the moft powerful mo-
tive, the knowledge of his conftraining love. Your
cafe is extraordinary. Perhaps, when you review
in your mind the circle of your former gay ac-
quaintance,. you may fay with Job’s fervant, I only
am efcaped alive—The reft are either removcd into
an eternal ftate, or are {till hurrying down the ftream
of diffipation, and living without God in the world.

Yet 'H re was a time when there feemed no more
probability on your f{ide than on theirs, that you
{liould obtain mercy, and be called to the honor of
preaching the glorious gofpel. You are fetting out
with every poffible advantage—In early life, with
a chearful flow of fpirits, affluent circumftances,
and now, to crown all, the Lord gives you the very
choice of your heart in a partner ; one, who befides

deferving and meeting your affetion, will, I am

erfuaded, be a real belpmeet to you in your fpi=
itual walk. How much is here to be thankful for.

I truft the Lord has given you, and will maintain
in you a right fpirit, fo as not to reft in his gifts,
but to hold them in conne&ion with the love and
favor of the giver. Itis a low time with us, when
the greateft 1ﬂcmmnge of earthly bleflings, can
feem to fatisfy us without 2 real communion with
him. His grace is fufficient for you ; but undoubt-
edly fuch a fcene of profperity as feems to lie before
you, is full of fnares, and calls for a double effort

B
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of watchfulnefs and prayer. Your fituation will
fix many eyes upon you, and Satan will doubtlefs
watch you, and examine every corner of the hedge
around' you, to fee if he can find a gap by which
to enter. We have but few rich gofpel xAl'xw.;\cAw;
but it is too evident that he has found a way todamp
the zeal and hurt the fpirits of fome of thofe few, who
for a time acted nobly, and feemed to walk out of
the reach of the allurements of the world. I am not
jealous of you. I feel a comfortable perfuafion,
that the Lord has taken a faft hold of your heart,
and- given you a falt hold of his almighty arm.
Yet [ believe you will not be d.fplmfcd with me
for dropping a hint of this kind, and at this time.
You have heard of the trial with which the Lord

has been pleafed to vifit us; it ftill continues,

though confiderably alleviated. It is tem;
many mercies, and I hope he difpofes usima mea-
fure to {ubmiflion. I truft it wilkbe for good. My
dear friend, you are now coming into my {chool,
where you will learn, as occafions offer, to feel
more in the perfon of another than in vour own.
But be not difcouraged ; the Lord only affli&ts for
our good. It is neceflary that our fharpeft trials
fhould fometimes {pring from our deareft comforts,
elfe we fhould be in danger of forgetting ourfelves,
and fetting up our reft here. In mch a woxld, .‘nd
with fuch hearts as we have, we fhall often neccd
fomething to prevent our cleaving to the duft,
to qumken us to prayer, and to make us fecl
that our dependance for one hour’s peace, is
upon the Lord alone. I am ready to think I have
known as much of the good and happinefs which

N 4 this
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this world can afford, as moft people who live in
it. I never faw the perfon with whom I wifhed to
exchange in temporals. And for many years paft
I bave thought my trials have been light and few,
compared with what many, or moft of the Lord’s
people have endured. And yet, though in the
main poflefled of my own withes, when I look back
upon the twenty-feven years paft, I am ready to
{tile them, with Jacob, few and evil ; and to give
the fum total of their contents in Solomon’s words
~—all is vanity. If I take thefe years to pieces, I
fee a great part of them was filled up with fins, for-
rows and inquietudes, The pleafures too are gone,
and have no more real exiftence than the bafelefs
fabric of a dream. The fhadows of the evening
will foon begin to come over us, and if our lives are
prolonged, a thoufand pains and infirmities, from
which the Lord has in a remarkable meafure ex-
empted us hitherto, will probably overtake us; and
at laft we mult feel the parting pang. Sic tranfit
gloria Mundi. Sin has fo envenomed the foil of this
earth, that the Amaranth will not grow upon it.
But we are hafting to a better world, and bright
unclouded fkies, where our fun will go down no
more, and all tears {ball be wiped from our eyes.

I am, very fincerely and affetionately,

Your’s, &c,

LET-
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BT T ER IV.

My pear Frienp, Sept. 27, 1777.

R/E —— called on us Thurfday evening,

and from that hour my thoughts, when
awake, have feldom been abfent from me——e—,
Few people are better qualified to feel for you,
youifclf and the family excepted ; perhaps there is
na perfon living more nearly interefted in what
concerns Mrs. —— than myfelf. I could not,
therefore, at fuch a time as this, refrain from wi iting.
And glad fhould I be, if the Lord may help me to
drop a fuitable word, and accompany it with a blef-
fing to you in the re “d‘nrr

Iam glad to be aflured (though I expeted no

lefs) that Mrs, —— happily feels herfelf fafe in
the Lord’s | nm, and under the care of the Good
Shepherd and Savior, to whom fhe has often com-
mitted herfelf, and finds him faithful to his pro-
mife, giving her ftrength in her foul according to
her day, and enabling her quietly to fubmit to his
holy, wife and gracious will, And itis my prayer,
that he may ﬁrungt‘)cn you likewife, and reveal his
own all-fufficiency fo clearly and pow erfully to your
heart, that you may not be afraid of any event, but
chearfully rely upon him, to be all that to you
in every circumftance and change, which his promife
warrants you. to expect,

N « ILam
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I am willing to hope, that this is but a fhort fea-
fon of anxiety, appointed for the exercife of your
faith and patience, and to give you, in his good
time, a fignal proof of his power and goodnefs in
anfwering prayer. He fometimes brings us into
uch a fituation that the help of creatures is utterly
unavailing, that we may afterwards be more clearly
fenfible of his interpofition. Then we experi-
mentally learn the vanity of all things here below,
and are brought to a more immediate and abfolute
dependance upon himfelf. 'We have need of having
thefe leflons frequently inculcated upon us; but
when his end is anfwered, how often after he has
caufed grief, does he fhew his great compaffions,
and fave us from our fears by an outftretched arm,
and fuch a feafonable and almoft unexpected relief,
as conflrains us to cry out, What has God
wrought ! and who is 2 God like unto thee ? Such,
I hope, will be the iflue of your prefent trial. And
that he who gave her to you at firft, will reftore
her to you again. [ fee you in the furnace, but
the Lord is fitting by it as a refiner of filver, to
moderate the fire, and manage the procefs,, fo that
you fhall lofe nothing but drofs, and be brought
forth refined’ as gold to praife his name. Apparent
difficulties, however gieat, are nothing to him. If
he fpeaks it is done, for to God the Lord beleng
the iffues from death. Should his pleafure be other-
wife, and fhould he call your dear partner to a ftate
of glory before you—{till I know he is able to fup-
port you. What he does, however painful to the
flefh, muft be right, becaufe he does it. Having

bought
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bought us with his blood, and faved our fouls from
hell, he has every kind of right to difpofe of us
and ours as he pleafes, and this we are fure of, he
will not lay fo much upon us as he freely en-
dured for us; and he can make us amends for all
we fuffer, and for all we lofe, by the light of his
countenance. A few years will fet all to rights,
and they who love him and are beloved by him,
though they may fuffer as others, fhall not forrow as
others, for the Lord will be with them here, and he
will foon have them with him : there all tears fhall
be wiped from their eyes.

Perhaps 1 know as well how to calculate the
pain of fuch a feparation, as any one who has not
atually experienced it. Many a time the defire of
my eyes has been threatened, many a time my heart
has been brought low, but from what I have
known at fuch feafons, I have reafon to hope, that
had it been his pleafure to bring upon me the thing
that I feared, his everlafting arm would have up-
held me from finking under the ftroke. As mini=
fters, we are called to comfort the Lord’s aflilted
people, and to tell them the knowledge of his love
is a cordial able to keep the foul alive under the
fharpeft trials ; we muft not wonder that he fome-
times puts us in a way of fhewing, that we do
not deal in unfelt truths, but that we find ourfelves
that folid confolation in the gofpel, which we en-
courage others to expect from it.. You have now
fuch an occafion of glorifying the Lord ; I pray he
may enable you to improve it, and that all around
you may fee that he is with you, and that his good

N. 6 word
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.word is the {upport and anchor of your foul. Thea

I am fure, if it upon the whole is beft for you,
he will give you the defire of your heart, and you
fhall yet live to praife him together.

I am your obliged,

and- affe&ionate fervant,

A LET-
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Rev. Mr., O——m.

Dear SIg,

O U fee I have prevented you in your pro--

mife of writing firft; and baving found a
pretext for troubling Mr. —, I was
willing to venture upon you without any, unlefs
you will let. me plead a defire of fhewing you, how
welcome your correfpondence would be to me. 1

know not if my heart was ever. more united to any
perfon, in fo fhort a fpace of time, than to you,
and what engaged me fo much was, the fpirit of
meeknefs and of love (that peculiar and inimitable

mark of true Chriftianity) which I obferved in yous.

I mean itnot to your praife. May.all the praife be to

him, from whom every good and perfect gift cometh,.

who alone maketh the beft to differ from the worft :
but I think I may well mention, to your encou-
ragement, that all who converfed with you, greatly
regret your fpeedy departure ; and I am perfuaded,
the fame temper, the fame candor, will make, you
acceptable, honorable and ufeful, wherever you go.

Blefled
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Blefled are the poor in fpirit, the meek, the mer-
ciful, and the peace-makers, they fhall obtain the
mercy they want, and poflefs the peace they love,
They fhall inherit the earth. The earth, finful
and miferable as it is, fhall be worthy to be called
an inheritance to them, for they fhall enjoy a com-
parative heaven in it. They thall be called the
children of God, though dignified with no title
among men., Alas, how much are thefe things
overlooked, even by many, who, I would hope
are real believers. Methinks a very different fpirit
from that of the church of Laodicea, is to be feen
amongft us, though perhaps it is not eafy to fay
which is the beft of the two. That was neither
cold nor hot, this (mirabile diftu) is both cold and
hot at once, and both to the extreme. Hot, hafty
and arbitrary, in thofe few things where medio-
crity is a virttue ; but cool and remifs in thofe great
points, where the application of the whole heart
and foul and mind and ftrength is fo abfolutely
neceflary, ‘and fo pofitively enjoined. Surely there
is too much room for this obfervation, and I per-
haps ftand felf-condemned in making it.

I hope you will take opportunity to improve your
intereft in Mr. ———, by letter. He exprefled
much fatisfaction in the hour he fpent with you
before you failed, and a great regard for you ; there-
fore would, I doubt not, give you a fair hearing ;
and the phrafe litera fcripta manet is true, in more
fenfes than one. He makes fuch large conceflions
fometimes, thatI am apt to think he is confcious
of the weaknefs of his own argument, and then he
_is as foon angry with himfelf, for complying fo far,

and
l.'
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and flies off to the other extreme. Yet for the mcft
part, when he fpeaks plain, and js not reftrained
by complaifance for particular perfons, he appears
not only a ftranger to experimental religion, but
averfe to the notion, and generally inclined to treat
it with levity, His obftacles are very many and
very great, his reputation as a learned man, his
years, his regular life, and perhaps above all, his
performances in print, efpecially his laft book, are
fo many barriers, that muft be broke through before
conviction can reach him. But the grace of God
can do all this and more; and indeed when 1 think
of the many truly valuable parts of bis charater,
and the indefatigable pains he has taken in his re-
fearches after truth, I am willing to hope, that the
Lord will at length teach him the true wifdom, and
enable him (however hard it may feem) to give up
his own attainments, and fit down like a little child
at the feet of Jefus.

I hope to hear foon and often from you. I
number my Chriftian correfpondents among my
principal bleffings, a few judicious, pious friends,
to whom, when I can get leifure to write, I fend
my heart by turns. - I can truft them with my in-
moft fentiments, and can write with no more dif-
guife than I think. T fhall rejoice to add you to
the number, if you can agree to take me as I am,
(as I think you will) and fuffer me to commit my
whole felf to paper, without refpect to names, par-
ties and fentiments. I endecavor to obferve my
Lord’s commands, to call no man mafter upon earth,
yet I defire to own and honor the image of God,
wherever I find it. I dare not (ay I have no bigotry,
for I know not myfelf, and remember to my fhame,

that
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that formerly, when T ignorantly profefled myfelf
free from it, 1 was indeed over-run with it; but
this 1 can fay, Iallow it not, I ftrive and pray
againft it, and thus far, by the grace of God, 1 have
attained ; that I find my heart as much united to
many, who differ from me in fome points, as to:
any who agree with meinall. I fet no value upon
any dotrinal truth, farther than it has a ten-
dency to promote practical holinefs. If others
fhould think thofe things hindrances, which I
judge to be helps in this refpect, I am content they
fhould go on in their own way, according to- the.
light God has given them, provided they will agree
with me &y 7a E7r£/./'/'d.:/'/.5>‘- If it thould be afked,
Which are the neceffary things ! 1 an{wer, Thofe
in which the fpiritual worfhippers of all ages and
countries have been agreed. Thofe on the con-
trary are mere fubordinate matters, in which the
beft men, thofe who have been the moft eminent
for faith, prayer, humility and nearnefs to God,
always have been, and ftill are, divided in their
judgments, Upon this plan, I fhould think it no
hard matter to draw up a form of found words,
(whether dignified with the name of a creed or no,
I care not) to which true believers, of all forts and
fizes, would unanimoufly fubfcribe. . Suppofe it
ran fomething in the following manner. I believe
that fin is the moft hateful thing in the world ; that
I and all men are by nature in a ftate of wrath and
depravity, utterly unable to fuftain the penalty, or
to fulfil the commands of God’s holy law ; and
that we have no fufficiency of ourfelves to think a
good thought. I believe that Jefus Chrift is the
chief among ten thoufands ; that he came into the.

world.
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world to fave the chief of finners, by making a
propitiation for fin by his death, by payinga perfect
obedience to the law, in our behalf; and that he
is now exalted on high, to give repentance and
remiffion of fins to all that believe, and that he
ever liveth to make interceflion for us. I believe
that the Holy Spirit, (the gift of God, through Je-
fus Chrift) is the fure and only guide into all truth,
and the common privilege of all believers; and
under his influence, I believe the holy feriptures are
able to make us wife unto falvation, and to furnifh
us thoroughly for every good work. I believe that
love to God, and to man for God’s fake, is the
eficnce of religion, and the fulfilling of the law ;
that without holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord;
that thofe who by a patient courfe in well doing,
feek glory, honor and immortality, fhall receive
eternal life ; and I believe that this reward is not of
debt, but of grace, even to the praife and glory of
that grace, whereby he has made us accepted in the
Beloved. Amen,

I pretend not to accuracy in this hafty draught,
they are only outlines, which if you pleafe to re-
touch, and fill up at your leifure, I hope you will
favor me with a fight of it. I fear I have tired you.
Shall only add my prayers, that the Lord may be
with you, and crown your labors of love with
fuccefs, that you may hereafter {hine among thofe
who have been inftrumental in turning many to
righteoufnefs.

I am, dear Sir,

Your’s in the Lord.
Aypril 3, 1759. -
SEVEN
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DEeAR Sir,

H E account which I received by Mr,
i C——, and by the letter which he brought
from you, of your welfare and the welfare
of your people was very pleafing. Though, in-
deed, no more thanI expe&ted. 1 believed, from
the firft of your going to S—~—, that you would
like the people, and I believed the Lord had given
you that frame of {pirit which he has promifed to
blefs. 'What reafon have we to praife him for the
knowledge of his gofpel, and for the honor of being
called to preach it to others; and likewife that he
has been pleafed to caft your lot and mine amongft
a people who value it, and to crown our poor la-
bors with fome meafure of acceptance and ufeful-
efs. How little did we think, in the unawakened
part of our life, to what it was his good pleafure to
referve us!

I The
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The Lord is pleafed, in a meafure, to fhew me
the fuitablenefs and neceflity of an humble depen-
dant frame of heart, a ceafing from felf, and a re-
liance upon him in the due ufe of appointed means ;
I am far from having attained, but I hope I am
prefling, at leaft feeking after it. I wifh to fpeak
the word fimply and experimentally, and to be fo
engaged with the importance of the fubject, the
worth of fouls, and the thought that I am fpeaking
in the name and prefence of the Moft High God,
as that I might, if poffible, forget every thing elfe.
"T'his would be an attainment indeed ! —More good
might be expelted from a broken difcourfe, deli-
vered in fuch a frame, than from the moft advan-
tageous difplay of knowledge and gifts without it.
Not that I would undervalue propriety and perti-
nence of expreflion—1It is our duty to ftudy to find
out acceptable words, and to endeavor to appear as
workmen that need not be athamed ; but thofe who
have moft ability in this way, have need of a double
guard of grace and wifdom, left they be tempted to
truft in it, or to value themfelves uponit. They
that truft in the Lord fhall never be moved, and
they that abafe themfelves before him he will exalt,
I am well perfuaded that your conduét and views
have been agrecable to thefe fentiments, and there-
fore the Lord has fupported, encouraged and owned
you, and I truft he will ftill blefs you, and make
you a blefing to many. He that walketh humbly
walketh furely.

Believe me to be, dear Sir,

Your’s, &c.

LE Te
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My pEAR SIR,

OUR Iletter did me good 'when I received it,

at leaft gave me much pleafure ; and I think
it has given me a lift while I have been juft now
reading it. I know not that I ever had thefe awful
views of fin which you fpeak of, and though I be-
lieve I fhould be better for them, I dare not ferioufly
with for them. There is a petition which I have
heard in' publicrprayer, Lord fhew us the evil of
our hearts, To this petition I cannot venture to
fet my Amen, at leaft not without a qualification—
Shew me enough of thyfelf to ballance the view,
and then fhew me what thou pleafeft, I think I
have a.very clear and ftrong convi&ion in my judg-
ment that I am vile and worthlef\, that my heart
is full of evil, only evil, and that continual ly. °1
know {omcthmo of it too experimentally, and there-
fore judging- of the whole by the fample, though
I am not fuitably affeGted with what I do {ee, I
tremble at the thought of feeing more. A man
may look with fome pleafure upon the fea in a'ftorm,
provided he ftands fafe upon the land himfelf, but
to be apon the {ea in a ftorm'is quite another thing.
And yet, furely, the coldnefs; worldlinefs, pride and
twenty other evils under which I groan, owe much
of theit ftrength to the want of that f fecling fenife
of my own uabomindtiohs with which' you ‘have
been favored, I'fay favored—for | doubt née but

VoL, I. (@) the
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the Lord gave it you in mercy, and that it has
proved and will prove a mercy to you, to make
you more humble, fpiritual and dependant, as
well as to increafe your ability for preaching the
gofpel of his grace. Upon thefe accounts I can
aflure you, that upon a firft reading, and till I
ftopped a moment to count the coft, I was ready
to envy you all that you had felt. I often feem to
know what the fcripture teaches both of fin and
grace, as if I knew them not ; fo faint and languid
-are my perceptions. I often feem to think and talk
of fin without any forrow, and of grace without
any joy.

I have had fome people awakened by dreams, as
you had by ftreamers ; but for ought I know, we are
_no lefs inftrumental to the good of thefe, than to
any other perfon, upon whom when we look, our
hearts are ready to exult and fay, See what the
Lord has done by me. I do not think that, ftrictly
{peaking, all the ftreamers of the North are able
to awaken a dead foul.. I fuppofe people may be
terrified by them, and made thoughtful, but awaken-
ened only by the word. The ftreamers either fent
them to hear the gofpel, or roufed them to attend to
it, but it was the knowledge of the truth brought
home to the heart, that did the bufinefs. Perhaps the
ftreamers reminded them of what they had heard
from you before. Two perfons here, who lived
like heathens and never came to church, were
alarmed by fome terrifying dreams, and came out
to hearing forthwith ; there the Lord was pleafed to
meet with them. One of them died triumphing ;
the other, I hope, will do fo when her time comes.

3 What-
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Whatever means, inftruments or occafions he is
pleafed to employ, the work is all his own, and I
truft you and I are made willing to give him all
the glory, and to fink into the duft at the thought
that he fhould ever permit us to take his holy name
upon our polluted lips.

I am, dear Sir,
Auguft 14, 1770,
Your’s, &c,

0a LET-
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My DEAR SIR,

OU fay that your experience agrees\ with

mine. It muft be fo, becaufe our hearts are
alike. The heart is deceitful and defperately wicked,
deftitute of good and prone to evil. This is the
chara&@er of mankind univerfally, and thofe who
are made partakers of grace are renewed but in part;
the evil nature ftill cleaves to them, and the root of
fin, though mortified, is far from being dead.—
While the caufe remains it will have effe&ts, and
while we are burdened with the body of this death,
we muft groan under it, But we need not be {wal-
Jowed up with overmuch forrow, fince we have in
Jefus, a Savior, a Righteoufnefs, an Advocate, a
Shepherd. He knows our frame, and remembers
~ that we are but duft. If fin abounds in us, grace
abounds much more in him; nor would he fuffer
fin to remain in his people, if he did not know
how to over-rule it, and make it an occafion of
endearing his love and grace fo much the more to
their fouls. The Lord forbid that we fhould plead
his goodnefs as an encouragement to floth and in-
difference. Humiliation, godly forrow and felf-
abafement become us—but at the fame time we
may rejoice in the Lord. Though fin remains,
it thall not have dominion over us; though it wars
in us, it fhall not prevail againft us. ‘We havea

mercy-feat fprinkled with blood, we have an advo-
cate
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cate with the Father, we are called to. this warfare,
and we fight under the eye' of the Captain of our
Salvation, who is always near to renew our ftrength,
to heal our wounds, and to cover our heads in the
heat of battle. As minifters, we preach. to thofe
who have like paffions and infirmitics with our-
felves, and by our own feclmgs, fears and changes,
we learn to fpeak a word in feafon to them thac
are weary, to warn thofe who: ftand, and to ftretch
out a hand of compaflion .towards them that are
fallen, and to commend it to others, from our own
experience, as a faithful faying, that Jefus came
to fave the chief of finners. Befides, if the Lord
is pleafed to give us fome liberty, acceptance and
fuccefs in preaching the gofpel, we fhould be in
great danger of running mad with fpmrua pride, if
the Lord dxd not permit us to feel the depravity and
vilenefs of our hearts, and ther reby keep u;ﬁml for-
getting what we are in ourfelves.

Wlth regard to your young people, you muft
expect to meet with fome difappointment. Pe rhaps
not every one of whom you have conceived hopes
will ftand, and fome who do belong to the Lord are
permitted- to make fad miftakes fox their future
humiliation. It is our part to watch, warn and
admonifh, and we ought likewife to be concerned
for thofe ﬁip~; and mifcarri'mes which we cannot
prevent. A minifter, if mthtu] and of aright {pmr
can have no ormtcr]oy than to fze his p;opl_ wa

ing honorably and fteadily in the truth ; and hdru y

any thing will give him more fenfible grief, than to
fee any of them taken in Satan’s wiles, \ et fhll
the gofpel brings relief here. He is wifer than we

O

3 are,
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are, and knows how to make thofe things fubfer-
vient to promote his work, which we ought to guard
againft as evils and hindrances. We are to ufe the
means—He is to rule the whole. If the faults of
fome are made warnings to others, and prove in
the end occafions of illuftrating the riches of Di-
vine Grace, this fhould reconcile us to what we
cannot help, though fuch confiderations fhould not
flacken our diligence in founding an alarm, and re-
minding our hearers of their continual danger.

I am, dear Sir,
Affedtionately your’s,
June 33, 17724

LET.
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Dzear Sizr,

LATELY read a fermon of Mr. Baxter’s (in
the fifth volume of the morning exercifes) on
Matt. v. 16. My mind is fomething imprefled
with the fubje®®, and with his manner of treating
it.  Some of Mr. Baxter’s fentiments in divinity
are rather cloudy, and he fometimes upon that ac-
count met with but poor quarter from: the ftaunch
Calvinifts of his day. - But by what I have read of
him, where he is quiet and not ruffled by contro-
verfy,' he appears to me, notwithftanding fome mif-
takes, to have been one of the greateft men of his
age, and perhaps in fervor, fpirituality and fuccefs,
more than equal both as a minifter and a chriftian,
to fome twenty taken together, of thofe who affeét
to undervalue him in this prefent day. Thereisa
fpirit in fome paffages of his Saint’s Reft, his
Dying Thoughts, and other of his pra&ical trea-
tifes, compared with which, many modern compo-
fitions, though well written and well meant, ap-
pear to me to a great difadvantage. But I was
fpeaking of his fermon. He points out the way at
which we fhould aim te let our light fhine in the
world, for the glory of God, and the cenvi&ion
and- edification of men. I have mentioned where
it is to be found, that, if you have the Meorning
Exercifes, or they fhould come in your way, you
may look at it. 1 think you would likeit. The
O 4 perufal
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perufal fuggeited to me fome inftru&ion, and much
reproof. Alas, my friend, are we not too often
chargeable with a fad, thameful felfithnefs and nar-
rownefs of {pirit, far, very far different from that
altivity, enlargement and generofity of foul, which
fuch a gofpel as we have received might be' ‘ex-
pected to produce ? For myfelf, I muft plead guilty,
It feems as if my heart was. always awake, and
keenly fenfible to my ¢wn concernments, while
thofe of my Lord and Mafter affe& me much lefs
forcibly, at leaft only by intervals. | Were a ftran-
ger to judge of me by what I fometimesfayin . the
pulpit, he might think that, like the Angels; I
had but two things in view-~to do the will of
God, and to behold his:face. But, alas,; would
he not be almoft ‘as- much miftaken, as: if;’ {eeing
Mr. G==— in the chara&ler of a tragedy hero; he
fhould fuppofe him: to be the very perfon whonz
be only reprefents. I hope Satan will never be
able to perfuade me that I am a mere hypocrite and
Slage player ; but fure I am, ‘that there: is fo much
hypocrify in me, fo many littlenefles and felf-feek-
ings infinuating into my plan of condud, that 1
have humbling caufe to account myfelf unwarthy
and unprofitable, and to fay, Enter not into judg-
ment with thy. fervant, O Lord. I have fome to=
I:rable idea of what a Chriftian ought to be, and it
is, I hope, what I defire to be, A Chriftian thould
be conformable to Chrift in: his fpirit, and in his
pra&tice—That is, he fhould be fpiritually-minded,
dead to the world, filled with zeal for the (glory of
God, the fpread of the gofpel and the good of fouls.
He fhould be bumble, patient, meek, chearful,

2 thankful
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thankful under all events and changes.—He fhould
account it the bufinefs and honor of his life, to
imitate him who pleafed not himfelf, who went
about doing good, and has exprefled to us the very
feelings of his heart, in that divine aphorifm, which
furpafles all the fine admired fayings of the philo-
fophers, as much as the fun outfhines a candle; It
is more blefled to give than to receive. The whole
‘deportment of a Chriftian fhould fhew that the
knowledge of Jefus, which he has received from
the gofpel, aftords him all he could expect from
it—A - balm for every grief, an amends for every
lofs, a motive for every duty, a reftraint from every
evil, a pattern for every thing which he is called to
do or fuffer, and a principle fufficient to conftitute
the aions of every day, even in common life; acts
of religion. He fhould (as the children of this
world are wife to do in their generation) make every
occurrence through which he pafles fubfervient
and fubordinate to his main defign. Gold is the
worldly man’s ged, and his worfhip and fervice aré
uniform and conlitent, not by fits and ftarts, but
from morning to night, from the beginning to- the
end of the year, he is the fame man. He will not
{lip an opportunity of adding to his pelf to-day,
becaufe he may have another to-merrow, but he
heartily and eagerly embraces both. And fo far as
he cairies his point, though his perfeverance may
expofe him to the ridicule or reproach of his
neighbors, he thinks himfelf well paid, and fays,
Populus me fibilat 5 at mibi plaudo

Ip/fe domi, fimiul nummos contemplor in arca.

I am fincerely your’s.
Fanuary 26, 1775.

5 %L Tx
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LETPTER V.

DeAr Sir,

I MAY learn (only Iam a fad dunce) by fmall
and common incidents, as well as by fome more
friking and important turns in life, that it is not
in man that walketh to direct his fleps, It is not
for me to fay, to-day or to-morrow I will do this
or that. I cannot write a letter to a friend without
leave or without help, for ncither opportunity
or ability are at my own difpofal. It is not needful
that the Lord fhould raife a mountain in my way,
to ftop my purpofe ; if he only withdraw a certain
kind of imperceptible fupport, which in general
I have, and ufe without duly confidering whofe it
is—then, in amoment, I feel myfelf unitrung and
difabled, like a fhip that has loft her maits, and
cannot proceed till he is pleafed to refit me and
renew my ftrength. My pride and propenfity to
felf-dependance render frequent changes of this kind
neceflary to me, or I fhould foon forget what I am,
and facrifice to my own drag. Therefore, upon the
whole, I am fatisfied, and fee it beft that I fhould
be abfolutely poor and pennylefs in myfelf, and
forced to depend upon the Lord for the fmalleft
things as well as the greateft: And if, by his blef-
fing, my experience fhould at length tally with my
judgment in this point, that without him I can do
notbing ; then I know I fhall find it eafy, through

him,
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him, to do all things ; for the door of his mercy is
always open, and it is but afk and have. But, alas,
a fecret perfuafion (though contrary to repeated
convi&ions) that I have fomething at home, tco
often prevents me going to him for it, and then no
wonder I am difappointed. The life of faith feems
fo fimple and eafy in theory, that I can point it out
to others in few words; but in practice it is very
difficult, and my advances are fo flow that 1 hardly
dare fay I get forward at all. It is a great thing
indeed to have the fpirit of a little child, fo asto
be habitually afraid of taking a fingle ftep without
leading,

I have heard of you more than once fince I heard
from you, and am glad to know the Lord is ftll
with you: I truft he has not withdrawn wholly
from us. We have much call for thankfulnefs, and
much for humiliation. Some have been removed,
fome are evidently ripening for glory, and now and
then we have a new enquirer—But the progrefs of
wickednefs amongft the unconverted here is awful.
Convictions repeatedly ftifled in many, have ifi
in a hardnefs and beldnefs in finning, which, I be-
lieve, is feldom found but'in thofe places where the
light of the gofpel has been long refifted and abufed.
If my eyes fuitably affeCted my heart, I thould weep
day and night upon this account; but, alas, 1 am
too indifferent. I feel a woeful defect in iny zeal
for God, and compaflion for fouls ; and when Satan
and confcience charge me with cowardice, treachery
and ftupidity, I know not what to reply. I am
generally carried through my public work with fome

Q6 liberty,,
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liberty, and becaufe: I am ‘not put to fhame: before
the people I feem content and fatisfied. I wifh to
be more thankful for what the Lord is pleafed to
do amongft us ; but, at the fame time, to be more
earneft with him for a farther. out- pouring- of
his Spirit,  Affift me herein with your prayers.

As to my own private experience, the enemy is
not fuffered to touch the foundation of my faith and
hope ; thus far I have peace-—but my conflicts and
exercifes, with the effects of indwelling fin, are
very diftrefling. 1 cannot doubt of my ftate and
acceptance, and yet it feems no.one can have more
caufe for doubts and fears than myfelf, if fuch
doubtings were at all encouraged by the gofpcl—
but I fee they are not. I fee that what I want and
hope for, the Lord promifes to do for his own name
fake, and with a non obflante to all my vilenefs and
perverfenefs ; and I cannot queftion but he has
given me (for how elfe could I have it) a thirft for
that communion with him in love and conformity
te his image, of which, ‘as yet, I have experienced
but very faint and imperfeét beginnnings. Butif he
has begun, I venture, upon his word, that he will
not forfake the work of his own hands.

On public affairs I fay but little—Many are
cenfuring men and meafures, but I would lay all
the blame upon fin. It appears plain to me, that
the Lord has a controverfy with us, and therefore
I fear what we have yet feen is but the beginning
of forrows. I am ready to dread the event of this
fummer, but I remember the Lord reigns. He has
his own glory and the good of his church in view,

and
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and will not be difappointed. He knows how like-
wife to take care of thofe who fear him. I with
there was mare fighing and mourning amongft pro-
feflors, for'the fins of the nation and the churches,
But I muft conclude,

. 3ot

And am, fincerely,

Your affe&tionate friend,
Fanyary w= 17765

L.E.Fs
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LETTER VL

Dear Sir,

O very confiderable alteration has taken place

fince 1 wrote, except the death of Mirs.
L——, who was removed to a better world in
September laft. The latter part of her courfe was
very painful, but the Lord made her more than
conqueror, and fhe had good caufe to apply the
Apottle’s words, 2 Zim. iv, 7, 8. She repeated
that paffage in her laft illnefs, and chofe it for her
funeral text. She was a Chriftian indeed. Her
faith was great, and fo were her trials. Now the is
above them all. Now fhe is before the throne.
The good Lord help us to be followers of thofe,
who through faith and patience have attained to
the hope fet before them.

The number of profeflors ftill increafes with us,
and a greater number of perfons affords a greater
variety of cafes, and gives greater {cope to obferve
the workings of the heart and Satan. For feven
years I had to fay, that I had not feen a perfon of
whom 1 had conceived a good hope go back, but
1 have met with a few difappointments fince. How-
ever, upon the whole, 1 truft the Lord is ftill with
us. The enemy tries to difturb and defile us, and
if the Lord did not keep the city, the poor watch-
man would wake in vain. But the eye, that never
flumbereth nor fleepeth, has been upon us for good.
And though we have caufe of humiliation and

complaint,
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complaint, we have likewife much caufe of thank-
fulnefs. My health is ftill preferved, and I hope
that the Lord does not fuffer my defires of per-
fonal communion with him, and of ufefulnefs in
the miniftry, to decline. - He fupplies me with frefh
ftrength and matter in my public work ; I hear now
and then of one brought to enquire the way, and
his prefence is at times made known to many in
the ordinances.

To combine zeal with prudence, is indeed difficult,
There is often too much felf in our zeal, and too
much of the fear of man in our prudence. Hows-
ever, what we cannot attain by any 1kill or refolu-
tion of our own, we may hope in meafure to receive
from him who giveth liberally to thofe who feck
him, and defire to ferve him. Prudence is a word
much abufed, but there is a heavenly wifdom, which
the L.ord has promifed to give to thofe who humbly
wait upon him for it. It does not confift in forming
a bundle of rules and maxims, but in a fpiritual
tafte and difcernment, derived from an experimental
knowledge of the truth, and of the heart of man,
as defcribed in the word of God; and its exercife
confifts much in a fimple dependance upon the
Lord, to guide and prompt us in every ation. We
feldom alt wrong, when we truly depend upon
him, and can ccafe from leaning to our own under=
ftanding. When the heart is thus in a right tune
and frame, and his word dwells richly in us, there
is a kind of immediate perception of what is proper
for us to do, in prefent circumftances, without
much painful enquiry ; a light thines before us upon
the path of duty, and if he permits us in fuch a

ipirig
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fpirit to make fome miftakes, he will likewife teach
us to profit by them ; and our refletions upon what
was wrong one day, will make us to alt'more
wifely the next. = At the beft, we muft always ex-
pect to meet with new proofs of our own weaknefs
and infufficiency; otherwife, how fhould we be
kept humble, or know how to prize the liberty he
allows us of coming to the throne of grace, for
freth forgivenefs and diretion every day? But if
he enables us to walk before him with a fingle eye,
he will gracioufly accept our defire of ferving him
better if we could, and his blefling will make our
feeble endeavors in fome degree fuccefsful, at the
fame time that we fee defets and evils attending
our beft fervices, fufficient to make us athamed of
them,
I am, fincerely,

Your affe&ionate friend.

EE T
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DeAR Sir,

\ E all need, and at the feafons. the Lord fees

beft, we all receive chaftifement. I hope
you likewife have reafon to praife him, for fupport-
ing, fanétifying and delivering mercy. The coward
fleth prefently fhrinks under the rod, but faith
nced not fear it, for it is in the hand of one who
ioves us- better than we do ourfelves, and who
knows our frame that we are but duft, and there-
fore will not fuffer us to be over-done and over-
whelmed.

I feel, as a friend fhould feel, for Mr, B—w—=3
were I able, I would foon fend him health,  1f the
Lord, : who is able to remove his illnefs in a minute,
permits it to’continue, we may be fure upon the
whole it will be befter for him. It is, however,
very lawful to pray that his health may be reftored,
and his ufefulnefs prolonged.: I beg you to give my
love to him, and tell him that my heart bears him
an affe&@ionate remembrance; and I know the Ged
whdm he ferves, will make every difpenfation fup-
portable:and profitable to him.

If, as you obferve, the Song of Solomon de-
feribes the experiénce -of his church; it fhews the
dark as: well as the bright fide.. No one part of it
is the experience of every individual.at any parti-
cular time, - Some;are in his banguetting-houfe,
others upon their beds.  Some fit under his banner,

fupported
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fupported by his arm, while others have a faint
perception of him at a diftance, with many a hill
and mountain between. In one thing, however,
they all agree, that he is the' leading objet of their
defires, and that they have had fuch a difcovery of
his perfon, work and love, as makes him precious
to their hearts. - Their judgment of him is always
the fame, but their fenfibility varies, The love
they bear him, though rooted and grounded in their
hearts, is not always equally in exercife, nor can it
be fo.—~We' are like trees, which, though alive,
cannot put forth' their leaves and fruit without the
influence of the fun. They are alive in winter as
well as in fummer, but how different is their ap-
pearance in thefe different feafons. Were we al-
ways alike, could we always believe, love and
rejoice, we thould think the power inherent and
our own ; but it is more for the Lord’s glory, and
more fuited to form us to a temper becoming the
gofpel, that we fhould be made deeply fenfible of
our own inability and dependance, than that we
fhould be always in a lively frame. I am perfuaded
a broken and a contrite fpirit, a conviion of our
vilenefs and nothingnefs, conne@ed with a cordial
acceptance of Jefus, as revealed in the gofpel; is
the higheft attainment we can reach in this life.
Senfible comforts are defireable, and we muft be
fadly declined when they do not appear fo to us;
but I believe there may be a real exercife of faith
and growth in grace, when our fenfible feelings are
faintand low. . A foul may be in as thriving a ftate
when thirfting, feeking and mourning after the
Lord, as when actually rejoicing in him——as much

in
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in earneft when fighting in the valley, as when
finging upon the mount; nay, dark feafons af-
ford the fareft and ftrongeft manifeftations of the
power of fzith. To hold faft the word of promife, to
maintain a hatred of fin, to go on ftedfaftly in the
path of duty, in defiance both of the frowns and
the fmiles of the world, when we have but little
comfort, is a more certain evidence of grace, than
a thoufand things which we may do or forbear
when our fpirits are warm and lively. I have feen
many who have been upon the whole but uneven
walkers, though at times they have feemed to enjoy,
at leaft have talked of great comforts, I have feen
others, for the moft part, complain of much dark-
nefs and coldnefs, who have been Tremarkably
humble, tender and exemplary in their fpirit and
condu@. Surely were I to chufe my lot, it fhould
be with the latter.

I am, fincerely and affeQionately, your'ss

Yatn. 13, 1777+

THREE
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LETTER L

Mapam,

T would be both unkind and ungrateful in me,
to avail myfelf of any plea of bufinefs, for de-
laying the acknowledgment I owe you for your

acceptable favor from » which -though ' dated
the 6th inftant, I did not receive till the 10th.

Could I have known in time, that you was at

Mr.———, 1 fhould have endeavored to have called
upon you while there, andwery glad thould I have
been to have feen you with us. But they who fear
the Lord may be fure, that whatever is not prac-
ticable, is not neceflary. He could have over-ruled
every difficulty in your way, had he feen it expe-
dient. But he is pleafed to thew you that you de-
pend not upon men, but upon himfelf, and that,
notwithftanding your connefions may exclude you
from fome advantages in point of outward means,
he who has began a good work in you, is able to

carry
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carry it on, in defiance of all feeming hindrances,
and make all things (even thofe which have the
moft unfavorable appearances) work together for
your good.

A fure effect of his grace, is a defire and longing
for gofpel ordinances, and when they are afforded,
they cannot be negle€ted without lofs. But the
Lord fees many fouls who are dear to him, and
whom he is training up in a growing: meetnefs for
his kingdom, who are by his providence fo fituated,
that it is not in their power to attend upon gofpel
preaching ; "and ~perhaps they have feldom either
Chriftian minifter or Chriftian friend to aflift or
comfort them. Such a fituation is a ftate of trial ;
but Jefus is all-fufficient, and he is always near.
They cannot be debarred from his word of grace,
which is every where at hand, not from his throne
ef grace, for they who feel their need of him, and
;whofe hearts are drawn towards him, are always at
the foot of it. = Every room in the houfe, yea every
fpot they ftand on, fields, lanes and hedgerows, all
is holy ground to them, for the Lord is there. The
chief difference between us, and the difciples, when
our Savior was upon earth, is in this: They then
walked by fight, and we.are called to walk by faith.
‘They could fee him- with -their bodily eyés, we
cannot ; but he faid before he left them, ¢ If is ex-
pedient for you that'I go away.”  How could this

-be, unlefs that fpiritual communion which he pro-
mifed to maintain, with his people, -after his afcen-
fion, were preferable to that intercourfe he allowed
them whilft he. was vifibly-with them ? But wedre
Aure it is preferable, and; they ;who bad tried both,

were
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were well fatisfied he had made good his promife ;
fo that though they had known him after the flefh,
they were content not to know him fo any more.
es, Madam, though we cannot fee him, he fees us,
he is nearer to us than we are to ourfelves. In a
natural ftate, we have very dark, and indeed ditho-
norable thoughts of God. We conceive of him as
at a diftance. But when the heart is awakened,
we begin to make Jacob’s refleftion, Surely 1hc
Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. And when
we receive faith, we begin to know that this ever-
prefent God is in Chrift t, that the government of
heaven and earth, the difpenfations of the kingdom
of nature, providence and grace, are in the hands of
Jefus, that it is he with whom we have to do, who

once fuffered agony and death for our red. tion,
and whofe compaflion and tende rnefs are the fame,

now he 1\.xg“s over all blefied for ever, as when he
converfed amongft men in the days of his humilia-
tion. Thus God is made known to us by the
gofpel, in the endearing views of a Savior, z
herd, a Hufband, a Friend, and a way of a
ope nu.l for us through the veil I
nature of our Redeemer, to enter with humble

confidence into the holieft of all ; and to repofe all

xR
0 Lilas 19

our cares and concerns upon the ftrensth of that
i

everlafting arm, which upholds heaven and earth,
and upon that infinite love which fubmitted to the
fhame, pain aza:i death of the crofs, to redeem 55:‘.-
ners from wrath and mifery

‘Though there is a hﬂ:ma., a breadth, a lenoth

and > } 1T hie } 2
nd a depth, in this myftery of redeeming ve,
exceeding the comprehenfion of all finite minds
e 1
e :
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the great and leading principles, which are necef-
fary for the fupport and comfort of our fouls, may
be fummed up in a very few words. Such a fum-
mary we are favored with in T7tus ii. 11—14.
where the whole of falvation, all that is needful to
be known, experienced, pratifed and hoped for,
is comprized within the compafs of four verfes,
If many books, much ftudy and great difcernment
were neceflary in order to be happy, what muft the
poor and fimple do? Yet for them efpecially is the
gofpel defigned, and few but fuch as thefe attain
the knowledge and comfort of it. ‘The Bible is a
fealed book till the heart be awakened, and then
he that runs may read. The propofitions are few;
I am a finner, therefore I need a Savior. One who
is able and wlling to fave to the uttermoft, fuch a
one is Jefus. He is all that I want, wifdom,
righteoufnefs, fanctification and redemption, But
will he receive me? Can 1 anfwer a previous quef-
tion ? Am I willing to reccive him? If fo, and if
his word may be taken, if he meant what he faid,
and promifed no more than he can perform, I may
be fure of a welcome; he knew long before the
doubts, fears and fufpicions, which would arife in
my mind when I fhould come to know what 1 am,
what I have done, and what I have deferved ; and
therefore he declared, before he left the earth,
¢« Him that cometh to me I will in no wife caft
out.” 1 have no money or price in my hand, no
worthine(s to recommend me, and I need none, for
he faveth freely for his own name fake. I have
only to be thankful for what he has already thewn
me, and to wait upon him for more, It is my part

to
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to commit myfelf to him as the phyfician of fin-
fick fouls, not to prefcribe to him how he fhall
treat me—To begin, carry on and perfe& the
cure is his part,

The doubts and fears you fpeak of, are, in a
greater or lefs degree, the common experience of
all the Lord’s people, at leaft for a time; whilft
any unbelief remains in the heart, and Satan is
permitted to tempt, we fhall feel thefe things. In
themfelves, they are groundlefs and evil, yet the
Lord permits and over-rules them for good. They
tend to make us know more of the plague of our
own hearts, and feel more fenfibly the need of a
Savior, and make his reft (when we attain it)
doubly (weet and fure. And they likewife qualify
us .for pitying and comforting others. Fear not,
only believe, wait and pray. Expeét not all at
once. A Chriftian is not of hafty growth, like 2
mufhroom, but rather like the oak, the progrefs of
which is hardly perceptible, but in time becomes a
great deep-rooted tree. If my writings have been
ufeful to you, may the Lord have the praife. To
adminifter any comfort to his children, is the greateft
honor and pleafure I can receive in this life. I
cannot promife to be a very punéual correfpondent,
having many engagements, but I hope to do all in
my power to fhew myfelf, Madam,

Your, &c. &ec.

Fune 20, 1776,

¥
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L-BEF 1T B .11,

Mapam,
7 I \HO U GH in general I think myfelf toler~

ably punctual when I can anfwer a letter in fix
_or feven weeks after the receipt, yet I feel fome
pain for not having acknowledged your’s fooner.
A cafe like that which you have favored me with an
account of, deferved an immediate attention, and
when I read it, I propofed writing within a poft
or two, and I can hardly allow any plea of bufinefs
to be fuflicient excufe for delaying it fo long; but
our times are in the Lord’s hands, may he now
enable me to fend you what may prove a word in
feafon.

Your exercifes have been by no means fingular,
though they may appear fo to yourfelf, -becaufe in
your retired fituation, you have not (as you obferve)
had much opportunity of knowing the experience
of other Chriftians ; nor has the guilt with which
your mind has been fo greatly burdened been pro-
perly your own. It was a temptation forced upon
you by the enemy, and he fhall anfwer for it. Un-
doubtedly it is a mournful proof of the depravity of
our nature, that there is that within us which ren-
ders us fo eafily fufceptive of his fuggeftions ; a proof
of our extreme weaknefs, that after the cleareft and
moft {atisfying evidences of the truth, we are not
able to hold faft our confidence, if the Lord permits
Satan to fift and fhake us. But I can affure you

thefe
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thefe changes are not uncommon. I have known
perfons, who, after walking with God comfortably
in the main for forty years, have been at their wit’s
end from fuch affaplts as you mention, and been
brought to doubt; not only of the reality of their
own hopes, but of the very ground and foundation
upon which their hopes were built.” Had you re-
mained, as it feems you once were, attached to the
vanities of a gay and diflipated life, or could you
have been content with a form of godlinefs, defti-
tute of the power, it is probable you would have
remained a ftranger to thefe troubles. Satan would
have employed his arts in a different and lefs per-
ceptible way, to have foothed you into a falfe peace,
and prevented any thought or fufpicion of danger
from arifing in your mind. But when he could no
longer detain you in bis bondage, or feduce you
back again into the world, then of courfe he would
change his method, and declare open war againft
you. A fpecimen of his power and malice you
have experienced, and the Lord whom you 10\:ed,
becaufe he firft loved you, permitted it, not to gra-
tify Satan, but for your benefit—to humble and
prove you, to fhew you what is in your heart, and
to do you good in the iffue. Thefe thines, for the

Or ==

prefent, are not joyous but grievous; yet in the
end they yield the peaceable fruits of rigflteou[m{:.
In the mean time his eye is upon you ; he has ap-
pointed bounds both to the degree and the duration
of the trial ; and he does and will afford you fuch
fupports, that you fhall not be tried beyond what
you are enabled to bear, I doubt not but’your con-
flicts and forrows will in due time terminate in

P 3 praife
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praife and vi€tory, and be fan&ified to your fuller
eftablithment in the truth,

I greatly rejoice in the Lord’s goodnefs to your
dying parent, How wifely timed and how exaflly
fuited was that affeGing difpenfation, to break the
force of thofe fuggeftions with which the enemy
was aiming to overwhelm your fpirit. He could
not ftand againft fuch an illuftrious demonftrative
atteftation, that the docrines you had embraced
were not cunningly devifed fables, He could pro-
ceed no farther in that way ; but he is fruitful in
refources, His next attempt of courfe was tofix guilt
upon your confcience, as if you had yourfelf form-
¢d and willingly entertained thofe thoughts, which,
indeed, you fuffered with extreme reluance and
pain. Here, likewife, I find, he fucceeded for a
time, but he who broke the former fnare, will de-
liver you from this likewife.

The dark and difhonorable thoughts of God,
which I hinted at, as belonging to a natural ftate,
are very different from the thoughts of your heart
concerning him, - You do not conceive of him as a
hard mafter, or think you could be more happy in
the breach than in the obfervance of his precepts.
You do not prefer the world to his favor, or think
you can pleafe him, and make amends for your fins
by an obedience of your own. Thefe, and fuch as
thefe, are the thoughts of the natural heart—the
very reverfe of your’s, One thought, however, I
confefs you have indulged, which is no lefs difho-
norable to the Lord than uncomfortable to yourfelf.
You fay, ¢ I dare not believe that God will not
impute to me as {in, the admiflion of thoughts which

wy
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my foul ever abhorred, and to which my will never
confented.” Nay, you fear leaft they fhould no
only be imputed, but unpardonable. But how can
this be poffible! Indeed I will not call it your
thought, it is your Zfemptation. You tell me you
have children. Then you will eafily feel a plain
illuftration, which juft now occurs to me—Let me
fuppofe a cafe which has fometimes happened; a
child, three or four years of age we will fay, while
playing incautioufly at a little diftance from home,
fthould be fuddenly feized and carried away by a
Gipfey. Poor thing ! how terrified, how diftrefled
muft it be? Methinks I hear its cries. The fight
and violence of the ftranger, the recollection of its
dear parents, the lofs of its pleafing home, the dread
and uncertainty of what is yet to befall it—Is it
not a wonder that it does not die in agonies ! But
fee, helpis at hand ! The Gipfey is purfued, and
the child recovered. Now, my dear Madam, per-
mit me to afk you, if this were your child, how
would you receive it? Perhaps, when the firit tranf-
ports of your joy for its fafety would permit you,
you might gently chide it for leaving your door—
But would you difinherit it 7 Would you difown it ?
Would you deliver it up again to the Gipfey with
your own hands, becaufe it had fuffered a violence
which it could not withftand, which it abberred, and
to which its will never confented ? And yet what is
the tendernefs of a mother, of ten thoufand mo-
thers, to that which our compaflionate Savior bears to
every poor foul that has been enabled to flee to him
for falvation ? Let us be far from charging that to

P 4 him,




320 ElrdT-=ER S5 O

him, of which we think we are utterly incapable
ourfelves. 'T'ake courage, Madam ; refift the devil
and he will fice from you. If he were to tempt
you to any thing criminal, you would ftart at the
thought, and renounce it with abhorrence. Do
the fame when he tempts you to queftion the Lord’s
compaffion and goodnefs, But there he impofes
upon us with a fhew of humility, and perfuades
us, that we do well to oppofe our unworthinefs as a
fufficient exception to the many exprefs promifes of
the word. It is faid, the blood of Jefus cleanfeth
from all fin; that all manner of fin fhall be for-
given for his fake; that whoever cometh he will
in no wife caft out, and that he is able to fave to the
uttermoft, Believe his word, and Satan fhall be
found a liar. If the child had deliberately gone
away with the Gipfey ; bad preferred that wretched
way of life; had refufed to return, though fre-
quently and tenderly invited home ; perhaps a pa-
rent’s love might, in time, be too weak to plead for
the pardon of fuch continued obftinacy. But, in-
deed, in this manner we have all dealt with the
Lord, and yet whenever we are willing to return,
he is willing to receive us with open arms, and
without an upbraiding word, Luke xv. 2022,
Though our fins have been deep-dyed like fcarlet
and crimfon, enormous as mountains, and countlefs
as the fands, the {fum total is but fin has abounded ;
but where fin hath abounded, grace has much
more abounded. Afterall, 1 know the Lord keeps
the key of comfort in his own hands, yet he has
commandcd us to attempt comforting one another. I

{hould
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fhould rejoice to be his inftrument of adminiftering
comfort to you. I fhall hope to hear from you
foon, and that you will then be able to inform
me, he has reftored to you the joys of his falva-
tion, But if not yet, wait for him, and you fhall
not wait in vain.

— 32[

I am, Madam,
Auguft 20, 17706,
Your’s, &c.
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LETTER M

My peEAR Mapam,

Emptations may be compared to the wind,

which, when it has ceafed raging from one
point, after a fhort calm, frequently renews its vio-
lence from another quarter. The Lord filenced
Satan’s former affaults againft you, but he is per-
mitted to try you again in another way. Be of
good courage, Madam, wait upon the Lord, and the
prefent ftorm thall likewife fubfide in good time.

You have an infallible pilot, and are embarked in’

a bottom againft which the winds and waves can~
not prevail. You may be toffed about and think
yourfelf in apparent jeopardy, but fink you fhall
not, except the promifes and faithfulnefs of God can
fail. Upon an attentive confideration of your com-
plaint, it feems to me to amount only to this, that
though the Lord has done great things for you, he
has not yet brought you to a ftate of independance
on himfelf, nor releafed you from that impoflibility
which all his people feel of doing any thing with-
out him. And is this indeed a matter of complaint ?
Is it not every way better, more for his glory, and
more fuited to keep us mindful of our obligations
to him, and in the event more for our fafety, that
we fhould bz reduced to a happy neceflity of re-
ceiving daily out of his fulnefs (as the Ifraclites
received the manna) than to be fet up with fome-
thing of a ftock of wifdom, power and goodmels of
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our own? Adam was thus furnifhed at the begin-
ning with ftrength to ftand, yet mutability being
effential to a creature, he quickly fell and loft all.
We who are by nature finners, are not left to fo
hazardous an experiment. He has himfelf engaged
to keep us, and treafured up all fulnefs of grace
for our fupport, in a head who cannot fail, Our
gracious Savior will communicate 2ll needful fup-
plies to his members, yet in fuch 2 manner that
they fhall feel their need and weaknefs, and have
nothing to boaft of from firft to laft but his wifdom,
compaffion and care. We are in no worfe cir-
cumftances than the Apoftle Paul, who, though
eminent and exemplary in the Chriftian life, found
and freely confefled that he had no fufficiency in
himfelf to think a good thought. Nor did he
wifh it otherwife, he even gloried in his infirmities,
that the power of Chrift might reft upon him.
Unbelief and a thoufand evils are ftill in our hearts,
though their reign and dominion is at an end, they
are not flain or eradicated ; their effelts will be
felt more or lefs fenfibly as the Lord is pleafed
more or lefs to afford or abate his gracious influence.
When they are kept down we are no better in our-
felves, for they are not kept down by us ; but we are
very prone to think better of ourfelves at fuch a
time, and therefore he is pleafed to permit us at
feafons to feel a difference, that we may never for-
get how weak and how vile we are. We cannot
abfolutely conquer thefe evils, but it becomes us
to be humbled for them, and we are to fight and
ftrive and pray againft them, Our great daty is
to beat his footftool, and to cry to him who has
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promifed to perform all things for us. Why are we
called foldiers but becaufe we are called to a war-
fare? And how could we fight if there were no
enemies to refift ¢ The Lord’s foldiers are not merely
for fhew, to make an empty parade in a uniform,
and to brandifh their arms when none but friends
and fpe@ators are around them. No, we muft ftand
upon the field of battle; we muft face the fiery
darts ; we muft wreftle (which is the clofeft and
moft arduous kind of fighting) with our foes ; nor
can we well expe& wholly to efcape wounds : but
the leaves of the tree of life are provided for their
healing. The Captain of our Salvation is at hand,
and leads us on with an aflurance, which might
make even a coward bold—that in the end we
{hall be more than conquerors through him who
has loved us.

I am ready to think, that fome of the fentiments
in your letters are not properly your’s, fuch as
you yourfelf bave derived from the {criptures, but
rather borrowed from authors or preachers, whofe
judgment your humility has led you to prefer to
your own. At leaft, I am fure the fcripture does
not authorize the conclufion which diftrefles you,
that if you were a child of God, you fhould not
feel fuch changes and oppofitions. Were I to de-
fine a Chriftian, or rather to defcribe him at large,
I know no text I would chufe fooner, as a ground
for the fubje&, than Gal v. 17. A Chriftian has
noble aims, which diftinguith him from the bulk
of mankind. His leading principles, motives and
defires are all fupernatural and divine. Could he

do as he would, there is not a fpisit before the throne
5 | {hould
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{hould excel him in holinefs, love and obedience.
He would tread in the very footfteps of his Savior,
fill up every moment in his fervice, and employ
every breath in his praife. This he would do, but
alas ! he cannot. Againft this defire of the fpirit,
there is a contrary defire and working of a corrupt
nature, which meets him at every turn. He has a
beautiful copy fet before him; he is enamored with
it, and tho’ he does not expett to equal it, he writes
carefully after it, and longs to attain to the neareft
pofible imitation. But indwelling fin and Satan
continually jog his hand and fpoil his ftrokes. You
cannot, Madam, form a right judgment of yourfelf,
except you make due allowance for thofe things,
which are not peculiar to yourfelf, but commoen to
all who have fpiritual perception, and are indeed the
infeparable appendages of this mortal ftate. If it
were not fo, why fhould the moft fpiritual and
gracious people be fo ready to confefs themfelves
vile and worthlefs ? One eminent branch of our
holinefs is a fenfe of fhame and humiliation for
thofe evils which are only known to ourfelves, and
to him who fearches our hearts, joined with an ac-
quiefcence in Jefus, who is appointed of God, wif-
dom, righteoufnefs, fanctification and redemption.
1 will venture to aflure you, that though you will
poflefs a more ftable peace, in, proportion as the
Lord enables you to live more fimply upon the
blood, righteoufnefs and grace of the Mediator, you
will never grow into a better opinion of yourfelf
than you have at prefent. The nearer you are
brought to him, the quicker fenfe you will have of
your continual need of him, and thereby your ad-

miration
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miration of his power, love and compaflion will
increafe likewife from year to year.

I would obferve farther, that our {piritual exer-
cifes are not a little influenced by our conftitutional
temperament. As you are only an ideal correfpon-
dent, I can but conjecture about you upon this
head. If your frame is delicate, and your nervous
fyftem very fenfible and tender, I fhould probably
afcribe fome of your appprehenfions to this caufe,

It is an abftrufe fubje&t, and I will not enter into

it ; but according to the obfervations I have made,
perfons of this habit, feem to live more upon the
confines of the invifible world, if I may fo fpeak,
and to be more fufceptive of impreflions from it,
than others, That complaint, which for want of
a better name, we call lownefs of fpirits, may pro-
bably afford the enemy fome peculiar advantages
and occafions of diftrefling you. The mind then
perceives objects, as through a tin&ured medium,
which gives them a dark and difcouraging appear-
ance. And I believe Satan has more influence and
addrefs than we are aware of, in managing the glafs.
And when this is not the cafe at all times, it may
be fo occafionally from ficknefs or other circum-
ftances. You tell me that you have lately been ill,
which, together with your prefent fituation, and
the profpect of your approaching hour, may pro-
bably have fuch an effe&t as I have hinted, You
may be charging yourfelf with guilt, for what
fprings from indifpofition, in which you are merely
paflive, and which may be no more properly finful,
than the head-ach, or any of the thoufand natural
fhocks the flefh is heir to, ‘The enemy can take no

advantage
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advantage but what the Lord permits him, and h

will permit him none, but what he defions to over-
> o
2

o

rule for your greater advantage in the end. He
delights in your profperity, and you fhould not be
in heavinefs for an hour, were there not a need-be
forit. Notwithftanding your fears, I have a good
hope that he, whe, you fay, has helped you in fix
troubles, will appear for you in the feventh, that
you will not die but live, and declare the works of
the Lord, and come forth to teftify to his praife,

that he has turned your mourning into joy.
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Dear Mapawm,

O U would have me tell you what are the
beft means to be ufed by a young perfon, to
prevent the world, with all its opening and
enfnaring fcenes, from drawing the heart afide from
God ? Itisan important queftion ; but I apprehend
your own heart will tell you, that you are already
pofiefled ofall the information concerning it which
you can well expe&t from me. I could only at-
tempt to anfwer it from the Bible, which lies oper
to you likewife. If your heart is like mine, it muft
confefs, that when it turns afide from God, it is
feldom through ignorance of the proper means or
motives which fhould have kept us near him, but
rather from an evil principle within, which prevails
againft our better judgment, and renders us unfaith
ful to light already received.
Ic
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I could offer you rules, cautions and advices in
abundance; for I find it comparatively eafy to
preach to others—but if you fhould farther afk me,
How you fhall effe@ually reduce them to pra&ice ?
I feel that I am fo deficient, and fo much at a lofs
in this matter myfelf, that 1 know not well what to
fay to you—7Yet fomething muft be faid.

In the firft place, then, I would obferve, that
though it be our bounden duty, and the higheft
privilege we can propofe to ourfelves, to have our
hearts kept clofe to the Lord, yet we muft not ex-
pect it abfolutely or perfeétly, much lefs all at once:
we fhall keep clofe to him, in proportion as we are
folidly convinced of the infinite difparity between
him, and the things which would prefume to ftand
in competition with him, and the folly as well as
ingratitude of departing from him. But thefe points
are only to be learned by experience, and by fmart-
ing under a feries of painful difappointments in our
expetations from creatures. Our judgments may
be quickly fatisfied that his favor is better than life,
while yet it is in the power of a mere trifle to turn
us afide. The Lord permits us to feel our weak-
nefs, that we may be fenfible of it; for though we
are ready in words, to confefs that we are weak, we
do not fo properly know it, till that fecret though
unallowed dependance we have upon fome ftrength
in ourfelves is brought to the trial and fails us,
T'o be humble and like-a little child, afraid of tak-
ing a ftep alone, and fo confcious of fnares and
dangers around us, as to cry to him continually to
hold us up that we may be fafe, is the fure, the in-

fallible, the only fecret of walking clofely with him.
But
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But how fhall we attain this humble frame of
{pirit? It muft be, as I faid, from a real and fenfible
convi&ion of our weaknefs and vilenefs, which we
cannot learn (at leaft I have not been able to learn
it) merely from books or preachers. The provi-
dence of God concurs with his Hely Spirit in his
merciful defign of making us acquainted with our-
felves. Itisindeed a great mercy to be preferve
from fuch declenfions as might fall under the notice
of our fellow-creatures; but when #bey can obferve
nothing of confequence to object to us, things may
be far from right with us in the fight of him who
judges not only ations but the thoughts and firft
motions of the heart. And, indeed, could we for
a feafon fo cleave to God as to find little or nothing
in ourfelves to be athamed of, we are {fuch poor
creatures that we fhould prefently grow vain and
felf-fufficient, and expofe ourfelves to the greateft
danger of falling.

There are, however, means to be obferved on
our part, and though you know them, I will repeat
the principal, becaufe you defire me. The firft is
prayer ; and here above all things we fhould pray
for humility, It may be called both the guard of
all other graces and the foil in which they grow.
The fecond, attention to the f{cripture.—Your
queftion is dire¢tly anfwered in Pfalm cxix. q.
The precepts are our rule and delight. The pro-
mifes our ftrength and encouragement. The good
recorded of the faints is propofed for our encourage-
ment : their mifcarriages are as land-marks fet up
to warn us of the rocks and fhoals which lie in the
way of our paflage. 'The ftudy of the whole fcheme

of
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of gofpel falvation, refpe&ing the perfon, life, doc-
trine, death and glory of our Redeemer, is ap-
pointed to form our fouls to a fpiritual and divine
tafte ; and, fo far as this prevails and grows in us,
the trifles that would draw us from the Lord, will
lofe their influence, and appear, divefted of the glare
with which they ftrike the fenfes, mere vanity and
nothing. The third grand means is confideration
or recolleCtion ; a careful regard to thofe temptati-
ons and f{nares, to which from our tempers, fitua-
tions or conneltions, we are more immediately
expofed, and by which we have been formerly
hindered. It may be well in the morning, ere we
leave our chambers, to forecaft, as far as we are
able, the probable circumflances of the day before
us. Yet the obfervance of this, as well as of every
rule that can be offered, may dwindle into a mere
form, However, I truft the Lord, who has given
you a defire to live to him, will be your guard and
teacher, There is none teacheth like him. I am,

Your affeétionate friend and fervant,

October 3, 1778,

LET-




LETTER I

DeArR MADAM,

U R experiences pretty much tally ; they may

be drawn out into fheets and quires, but the

fum total may be comprized in a fhort fentence,
Our life is a warfare. For our encouragement, the
Apoftle calls it a good warfare, We are engaged in
a good caufe, fight under a good Captain, the vic-
tory is fure beforehand, and the prize is a crown, a
crown of life. Such confiderations might make
even a coward bold. But then we muft be content
to fight, and confidering the nature, number, fitua-
tion and fubtilty of our enemies, we may expect
fometimes to receive a wound ; but there is a
dicinal tree, the leaves of which are always at hand
to heal us. We cannot be too attentive to the
evil, which is always working in us, or to t
tratagems which are employed againft us, yet our
attention fhould not be wholly confined to thele
things. We are to look upwards likewife to him,
who is our head, our life, our ftrength. One glance

of Jefus, will convey more effectual afliftance than
poring upon our own hearts for a month. The
one is to be done, but the other fhould upon no
account be omitted. It was not by counting their

wounds, but by beholding the brazen ferpent, th
Lord’s inftituted means of cure, that the Ifraelit
were healed. ‘That was an emblem for our in-
ftruction, One great caufe of our frequent con-
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flills, is, that we have a fecret defire to be rich,
and it is the Lord’s defign to make us poor: /e
want to gain an ability of doing fomething ; and
he {uits his difpenfations, to convince us that we
can do nothing., 77 want a ftock in ourfelves,
and he would have us abfolutely dependant upon
him. Sofar as we are content to be weak, that his
power may be magnified in us, fo far we fhall make
our enemies know that we are ftrong, though we
ourfelves fhall never be direétly fenfible that we are
fo; only by comparing what we are, with the op-
pefition we ftand againft, we may come to a com-
fortable conclufion, that the Lord worketh mightily
in us, Pfalm xli. 11.

If our views are fimple, and our defires towards
the Lord, it may be of ufe to confider fome of your
faults and mine, not as the faults of you and me
in particular, but as the fault of that depraved na-
ture, which is common with us to all the Lord’s
people, and which made Paul groan as feelingly
and as heartily as we can do. But this confidera-
tion, though true and fcriptural, can only be fafely
applied, when the mind is fincerely and in good
earneft devoted to the Lord. There are too many
unfound and half-profeflors, who eagerly catch at
it, as an excufe for thole evils they are unwilling
to part with. But I truft [ may fafely recommend
it to you. ‘This evil nature, this indwelling {in,
is a living principle, an altive, powerful caufe, and
2 ‘caufe that is acive will neceflarily produce an
efe@. Sin-is the fame thing in believers, as in
the unregenerate ; they have indeed a contrary
principle of grace, which counteracls and refifts

in
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it, which can prevent its out-breakings, but will
not fupprefs its rifings. As grace refifts fin, fo
fin refifts grace. Gal. v. 17. The proper tendency
of each, is mutually weakened on both fides; and
between the two, the poor believer, however blame-
lefs and exemplary in the fight of men, appears in
his own view the moft inconfiftent charalter under
the fun, He can hardly think it is fo with others,
and judging of them by what he fees, and of him-
Jelf by what he feels, in lowlinefs of heart, he
efteems others better than himfelf. 'This proves
him to be right, for it is the will of God concern-
ing him. Phil. ii. 3. This is the warfare. But
it fhall notalways be fo. Grace fhall prevail. The
evil nature is already enervated, and ere long it
thall die the death. Jefus will make us more than
congquerors.
1 am your’s, &c,

March — 1779,

Vor, I, Q TWO
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DeEARrR SiR,

Suppofe you will receive many congratulations

on your recovery from your late dangerous ill-

nefs ; moft of them perhaps more fprightly and
better turned, but none, I perfuade myfelf, more
fincere and affe@ionate than mine. I beg you
would prepare yourfelf by this good opinion of me,
before you read further ; and let the reality of my
regard excufe what you may diflike in my manner
of exprefling it.

When a perfon is returned from a doubtful diftant
voyage, we are naturally led to inquire into the in-
cidents he has met with, and the difcoveries he has
made. Indulge me in a curiofity of this kind, ef-
pecially as my affetion gives me an intereft and
concern in the event. You have been, my friend,
upon the brink, the very edge of an eternal ftate,
but God has reftored you back to the world again.

Q3 Did
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Did you meet with, or have you brought back,
nothing #ew # Did nothing occur to ftop or turn
your ufual train of thought? Were your appre-
henfions of invifible things exa&ly the fame in the
height of your diforder, when you were cut off
from the world and all its engagements, as when
you were in perfeét health and in the higheft enjoy-
ment of your own inclinations ? If you anfwer me,
¢ Yes, all things are juft the fame as formerly, the
difference between ficknefs and health only ex-
cepted ;” 1 am at a lofs how to reply, I can only
figh and wonder; figh, that it fhould be thus with
any, that it thould be thus with you whom I dearly
love ; and wonder, fince this unhappy cafe, ftrange
as it feems in one view, is yet fo frequent, why it
was not always thus with myfelf ; for long and often
it was juft fo. Many a time, when ficknefs had
brought me, as we fay, to death’s door, I was as
eafy and infenfible as the failor, who in the height
of a ftorm fhould prefume to fleep upon the top of
the maft, quite regardlefs that the next tofling wave
might plunge him into the raging ocean, beyond
all poffibility of relief. But at length a day came,
which, though the moft terrible day I ever faw, I
can now look back upon with thankfulnefs and
pleafure: I fay the time came, when in fuch a
helplefs extremity, and under the expectation of
immediate death, it pleafed God to command the
veil from my eyes, and I faw things in fome mea-
fure as they really were. Imagine with yourfelf,
a perfon trembling upon the point of a dreadful
precipice, a powerful and inexorable enemy eager
to puth him down, and an aflfemblage of all that is

; horrible
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horrible waiting at the bottom for his fall ; even
this will give you but a faint reprefentation of the
ftate of my mind at that time. Believe me, it was
not a whim er a dream, which changed my femti-
ments and conduét, but a powerful convition which
will not admit the leaft doubt; an evidence which,
like that I have of my own exiftence, 1 cannot call
in queftion without contradi&ing all my fenfes,
And though my cale was in fome refpects uncom-
mon, yet fomething like it is known by one and
another every day: and I have myfelf converfed
with many, who, after a courfe of years fpent in
defending deiftical principles, or indulging libertine
practices, when they have thought themfelves con-
firmed in their fchemes by the coel affent of what
they then deemed Impartial Reafon, have been like
me brought to glory in the crofs of Chrift, and to
live by that faith which they had before flighted and
oppofed. By thefe inftances I know that nothing
is' too hard for the Almighty. The fame powes
which humbled me, can undoubtedly bring- down
the moft haughty infidel upon earth. And as I
likewife know, that, to fhew his power, he is often
pleafed to make ufe of weak inftruments, I am
encouraged, notwithftanding the apparent difficulty
of fucceeding, to warn thofe over whom friendfhip
or affetion gives me any influence, of the evil and
the danger of a courfe of life formed upon the
prevailing maxims of the world. So far as I neg-
lect this, I am unfaithful in my profeffions both to -
God and man.

I fhall not at prefent trouble you in an argue
mentative way. If by dint of reafoning 1 could

Q4 effc
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effect fome change in your notions, my arguments,
unlefs applied by a fuperior power, would ftill leave
your heart unchanged and untouched. A man may
give his aflent to the gofpel, and be able to defend
it againft others, and yet not have his own fpirit
truly influenced by it. This thought I fthall leave
with you, that if your {cheme be not true to a de-
monftration, it muft neceffarily be falfe ; for the
ifflue is too important to make a doubt on the dan-
gerous fide tolerable.  If the Chriftian could poflibly
be miftaken, he is fill upon equal terms with thofe
who pronounce him to be fo: but if the Deift be
wrong (that is, if we are in the right) the confe-
quence to him muft be unavoidable and intolerable.,
"This, you will fay, is a trite argument : I own it;
but beaten as it is, it will never be worn out or
anfwered.
" Permit me to remind you, that the points in
debate between us are already fettled in themfelves,
and that our talking cannot alter or affe@t the na-
ture of things, for they will be as they are, what.
ever apprehenfions we may form of them : and re-
member likewife, that we muft all, each one for
himfelf, experience on which fide the truth lies,
I ufed a wrong word when I {poke of your recovery
my dear friend, look upon it only as a reprieve, for
you carry the fentence of death about with you
ftill, and unlefs you fhould be cut off (which God
of his mercy forbid!) by a fudden ftroke, you will
as furely lie upon a death-bed, as you have been
now raifed from a bed of ficknefs, And remem-
ber likewife (how can I bear to write it?) that,
fhould you neglett my admonitions, they will not=
: withftanding
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withftanding have an effe& upon you, though not
fuch an effe&t as I could with. - They will render
you more inexcufable. I have delivered my own
foul by faithfully warning you : but if you will not
examine the matter with that ferioufnefs it calls for,
if you will not look up to God, the former of your
body, and the preferver of your fpirit, for direc-
tion and affiftance how to pleafe him; if you will
have your reading and converfation only on one
fide of the queftion; if you determine to let af-
fli¢tions and dangers, mercies and deliverances, all
pafs without refletion and improvement; if you
will fpend your life as though you thought you
were fent into the world only to eat, {leep and
play, and, after a courfe of years, be extinguifhed
like the fnuff of a candle—why then, you muft
abide the confequences., But afluredly, fooner or
later, God will meet you, My hearty daily prayer
is, thatit may be in a way of mercy, and that you
may be added to the number of the trophies of
his invincible grace. I am,

Your fincerely”affectionate friend.
1758.
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DEeaAr Sir,

HOUGH I truly love you, and have no rea-
fon to doubt of the reality of your friendthip
to me; yet I cannot but apprehend that, notwith-
ftanding our mutual regard, and my frequent at-
tempts to be witty (if I could) for your diverfion,
there is fomething in moft of my letters (which I
cannot, dare not, wholly fupprefs) that difgufts
and wearies you, and makes you lefs inclined te
keep up a frequent intercourfe, than you would
otherwife be. Rather than lofe you quite, I will
in general fpare you as much as I can; but at pre-
fent you muft bear with me, and allow me full
fcope. You have given me a challenge which I
know not how to pafs over; and fince you fo far
juftify my preaching, as to condefcend to preach -
(in your way) yourfelf, permit me for this time
to preach again, and to take fome paflages in
your letter for my text.

In the prefent debate, I will accept your compli-
ment, and {uppofe myfelf to be, as you fay, a Man
of Senfe. You allow, then, that a// the fenfe is
not on your fide. This indeed you cannot deny ;
for whatever becomes of me, it is needlefs to tell
you, that Hale, Boyle, and other great names I
could mention, were men of as great penetration
and judgment, had as good opportunities, and took
as much pains to be informed of the truth, asany

; of
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of the advocates for infidelity can pretend to.  And
you cannot, with any modefty or confiftence, ab-
folutely determine, that they had not as good grounds

~for thinking themfelves right, as you can have for

concluding they were wrong.
But declining the advantage of human authority,
I am content the point fhall reft between you and
me. And here I beg you to obferve, that I have
one evident advantage over you in judging, namely,
that 1 have expericnced the good and evil on both
fides, and you only on one. If you were to fend
me an inventory of your pleafures, how charmingly
your time runs on, and how dexteroufly it is di-
vided between the coffée-houfes, play-houfe, the
card-table and tavern, with intervals of balls, con-
Certs, &c.; I-could anfwer, that moft of thefe 1
have tried and tried again, and know the utmoft
they can yicld, and have feen enough of the reft,
moft heartily to defpife them all. Setting religion
entirely out of the queftion, I profefs I had rather
be aworm to crawl upon the ground, than to bear
the name of MAN upon the poor terms of whiling
away my life in an infipid round of fuch infignifi~
cant and unmanly trifles. I will return your own
expreflion—1I believe you to be a perfon of fenfes
but alas ! how do you proftitute your talents and
capacity, how far do you a¢t below yourfelf, if you
know no higher purpofe of life than thefe childith
diffipations, together with the more ferious bufinefs
of rifing early and fitting up late, to amals money,
that you may be able to enlarge your expences i |
am fure, while I lived in thefe things, I found them
unfatisfying and empty to the laft degree; and the
only
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only advantage they afforded (miferable are they whe
are forced to deem it an advantage) was, that they
often relieved me from the trouble and burden of
thinking. If you have any other pleafures than thefe,
they are fuch as muft be evil and inconvenient evenr
upon your own plan; and therefore my friendthip
will not allow me to bring them into the account.
I am willing to hope you do not ftoop ftill lower
in purfuit of fatisfa®ion. Thus far we ftand upon
even ground.  You know all that a life of pleafure
can give, and I know it likewife,

On the other hand, if T fhould attempt to ex-
plain to you the fource and ftreams of my beft plea-
fures, fuch as a comfortable affurance of the pardon
of my fins, an habitual communion with the God
who made heaven and earth, a calm reliance on the
Divine Providence, the chearing profpect of a better
life in a better world, with the pleafing foretaftes of
heaven in my own foul; thould I, or could I, tell you
the pleafure I often find in reading the feripture, in
the exercife of prayer, and in that fort of preaching
and converfation which you defpife; I doubt not
but you would think as meanly of my happinefs as
I do of your’s. But here- lies the difference (my
dear friend); you condemn that which you have
never tried. You know no more of thefe things
than a blind mian does of colors; and, notwith-
ftanding all your flourithes, I defy you to be at alf
times able to fatisfy yourfelf, that things may not
poflibly be as I have reprefented them,

Befides, what do 1 lofe upon my plan, that fhould
make me fo worthy of your pity? Have you z
quicker relifh in the prudent ufe of temporal

comforts ?
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comforts ? Do you think I do not eat my food
with .as much pleafure as you can do, though per-
haps with lefs coft and variety? Is your {fleep
founder than mine ? Have not I as much fatisfattion
in focial life ? It is true, to join much with the gay
fluttering tribe, who fpend their days in laugh and
fing-fong, is equally contrary to my duty and in-
clination. But I have friends and acquaintance as
well as you. Among the many who favor me with
their efteem and friendfhip, there are fome who are
perfons of fenfe, learning, wit, and (what perhaps
may weigh as much with you) of fortune and di-
ftin&tion. And if you fhould fay, Ay, but they
are all enthufiafts like yourfelf,” you would fay
nothing to the purpofe, fince, upon your max-
im, that ¢ happinefs is according to opinion,’ it
cannot be an objeétion, but the contrary, to have
my acquaintance to my own tafte, Thus much for
the brighter fide of your fituation—or let me add
one thing more. - I know you have thoughts of
marriage : do you think, if you fhould enter into
this relation, your principles are calculated to make
you more happy in it than Iam? You are well
acquainted with our family life. Do you propofe
to know more of the peace and heart-felt joy of
domeftic union, than 1 have known and continue
to know to this hour. I with you may equal us ;
and if you do, we fhall ftill be as before, but upon
even ground. I need not, turn Deift to enjoy the
beft and the moft that this life can afford.

But 1 need not tell you, that the prefent life is
not made up of pleafurable incidents only. Pain,
ficknefs, lofes, difappointments, jnjuries and affronts

will
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will more or lefs at one time or other be our lot.
And can you bear thefe trials better than 1? You
will not pretend to it. Let me appeal to yourfelf :
how often do you tofs and difquiet yourfelf, like a
wild bull in a net, when things crofs your expeita-
tions? As your thoughts are more engrofled by
what you fee, you muft be more keenly fenfible of
what you feel. You cannot view thefe trials as
appointed by a wife and heavenly Father in fubfer-
vience to your good ; you cannot tafte the fweetnefs
of his promifes, nor feel the fecret fupports of his
ftrength in an hour of afliGion : you cannot fo caft
your burden and cdre upon him, as to find a fenfi-
ble relief to your fpirit thereby, nor can you fee
his hand engaged and employed- in effecting your
deliverance.  Of thefe things you know no more
than of the art of flying ; but I ferioufly aflure you,
-and 1 believe my teftimony will go farther with you
than my judgment, that they are realities, and that
I have found them to be fo. When my worldly
concerns have been moft thorny and difcouraging,
I have once and again felt the moft of that peace
which the world can neither give nor take away.
However, I may ftate thecafe ftill lower. You do
pretty well among your friends, but how do you
like being alone? Would you not give fomething
for that happy fecret, which could enable you to
pafs a rainy day pleafantly, without the affiftance
of bufine(s, company or amufement? Would it
not mortify you greatly to travel for a week in an
unfrequented road, where you fhall meet with no
Jively incidents to recruit and raife your fpirits?

K _Alas g
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Alas ! what a poor fcheme of pleafure is your’s, that
will not fupport an interval of reflettion !

What you have heard is true; I have a few friends
who meet at my houfe once a fortnight, and we
fpend an hour or two in worfhipping the God who
made us. And can this move your indignation, or
your compaffion ! Does it thew a much nobler fpi-
rit, a more refined way of thinking, to live alto-
gether without God in the world ! If I kept a
«card affembly at thofe times, it would not difpleafe
you. How can you, ‘as a perfon of fenfe, avoid
being fhocked at your own unhappy prejudice ?
But I remember how it was once with myfelf, and
forbear to wonder. May he who has opened my
eyes, open your’s. He only can do it. Ido not
expect to convince you by any thing I can fay as of
myfelf; butif he be pleafed to-make ufe of me as
his inftrument, then you will be convinced. How
fhould I then rejoice ! I fhould rejoice to be ufeful
to any one, but efpecially to you, whom I dearly
love. May God fhew you your true felf, and your
true flate, then you will attentively liften to what
you now difdain to hear of; his goodnefs in providing
redemption and pardon for the chief of finners,
through him who died upon the crofs for fins not
hisown. Keep this letter by you at my requeft;
and when you write, tell me that you receive it in
good part, and that you ftill believe me to be

Your fincere and affetionate friend,
1760, :

END or VOL, L
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